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OURSELVES TO OUR CONSTITUENTS. 

Fais ce que doit, arrive ce qui pent,.’* 

Again, comrades, and for the fifth lim% it is our welcome office, as 
your faithful representative, to wish ye the “compliments of Hie season.” 
Mayyc prosper during the year to come, in all your honourable pursuits 
and wishes. In peace f)r war, iy wisdom, or in love, which is not wis- 
dom, let your illarch be ever onward and in c.'irnest- — Carpo vicim ! — ■ 
Time never fled so rapidly as now, nor wore such changeful colours on 
his wings, — the tints of the chameleon, — capricious and evanescent. — 
Caijje viam! — ^The beaten track is all but lost, and the new route of 
renovated intellect is traced by the hoary pioneer’s scythe, levelling, 
lopping, destroying with indiscriminate sweep. With half the world he 
“ gallops withal,*’ bearing his fixre blinded and breathless towards a goal 
v^iich ever recedes as they precipitate themselves towards it. “ March,” 
comrades, but march with the measured*pace of sense and system; — that 
cafeulated pace vvhicli giijcs^un^ty and firmness to your ranks may, virtu- 
ally as well as figuratively, ilnpart moderation and method to your minds. 

Amidst the troubled vista now opened to our own nation, there appear 
two objects of paramount concern to the United Service^ — namely, 
their CouNTav and Themselves. That the former will never bo en- 
dangered while the latter have the power to defend it, through every 
vicissitude, through good or through evil report, it would be folly and 
in jlisticc to doubt. They have, within man’s memory, wipelled the banded 
foreigner from its shores, — they have struck home for England in every 
sea, yi every region of the globe : — so will they again and again, if need 
"arise . — Ferre juvat palriia lihertatcmque iueri. 

For ourselves, comrades, we of the United Service have rights to 
^fMd, as \^ll as duties to perform ; — if we have services to show, wo 
have also claims to sustain ; but, while other classes put forward un- 
bounded pretensions, and press tumultuously for power and profit, be it 
our part to maintain and improve our position and our portion by the 
irresistible arguments of professional desert, and the public safety. 
While we are not ignorant* of our styengtli and importance as the 
constitutional and indispensable balwark of the country, upon w)iich, 
at this moment, more than at any former period of her hisfory, 
the tranquillity, both internal and external, of the British monarchy 
depends, there exists no thought amongst us buthow best to serve the 
state, and obey its authorilicc/ A Service thus anin^atfed and united 
(we include of course both arms), is not likely, we deem, to incur alight 
or tampering at the hands of the powers that be, or thartnay be ; wliilc, 
on the contrary, every motivo, both public antf professional, points to 
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the policy as well as propriety of doing its members justice. We crave 
the attention of the latter to a few practical remarks tending, in our 
humble estimation, to th^ir benefit. 

We are anxious toMispel, by such excitement or exhortation as we 
can offer, the culpable indifference to professional subjects that,ioa 
certain extent, still ptevails in the United Service. We desire to m#ke , 
all ranks sensible of the importance, and now constantly aijgmenting 
responsibility attached to the full perfrrmance, even of the ft^ost subor- 
dinate duties; and confident as we are, that justice can no longer be 
doTiC to tie profession of arms, except? by men of competent knowledge 
and information, we would fain induce our brother officers to employ the 
leisure offered them by these “ piping' times of peace,'* or rather of 
treacherous truce, in brder to prepare for the more active andjmpSrtant 
scenes in which they are soon enough likely to be engaged. A mere 
acquaintance with the books of regulation is no longer sufficient ; for ' 
the seed of military knowledge can take root and come to useful ma- ^ 
turity only when sown in a soil previously cultiv^atcd, not only by those 
branches of polite learning indispensable to all who would now move in 
the ranks of gentlemen, but by a familiarity with the different depart- 
ments of science most closely connected with the art of war. 

Let it not be thought that we believe our unsupported exerdons 
equal to such an undertaking ; on the contrary, we look upon this 
Journal as the mere organ of the profession ; and our only object,* for 
we are all embarked in the same cause, is to give voice to what we 
know to be their sentiments and feelings : and as we strive, not onl^' 
to uphold, but to raise our cas^ and to defend it against the constant 
attacks to which the army, at least, is pxp^s^d, we hope ‘not merely 
for their passive, but also for their active sUpport. We do not by this 
mean to solicit an increased circulation of our Journal, — in that respect 
it must, like other publications, rest on its merits ; but an active support 
in aiding and forwarding the object we profess to have in view. Let 
our comrades consider the means at their disposal, and then judge how 
noble and useful a monument they may themselves raise to ifae cha- 
racter of the profession, by illustrating and recording ihe most in- 
teresting pWiculars of the manners, history, locality, natural produc- 
tions and phenomena of the distant regions they are called upen to 
assist and protect. The sun never sets upon the standards of England? 
before his evening rays have left the shores of Ireland, his morning 
beams have already gilded the spires of Quebec ; it is light, on the 
mountains of Australia before darkness has closed over Lake Ontario ; 
and the rtveillce has sounded at Calcutta «before the retreat has beaten 
at Sidney. We want but your mediation, reader, to make the globe 
itself tributary to our journal. At present we have space to quote but 
one example of the utility to he derived from such records of military 
scenes and travels. Most of our^readers will recollect the almost 
romhntic account formerly given in this work, of the march performed 
by a British regiment, in the dfepth of a Canadian winter, from Halifax 
to Montreal ; ‘admirably as ifMras conducted, and bravely as the men 
bore up againkt the inclemency of the weather, some loss was sustained 
and much suffering endured, owing to the perfect novelty pf the 
undertaking ; but with the graphic description of the exploit, for it well 
deserves the name; furnished by opr contributor, such a march may, at a 
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Future time, be undertaken with comparative facility ; the obstacles to 
be encountered, and the difficulties to be experienced, arc now known, 
so that^hc fault will be oufs, if we are not prepared to meet and over- 
come them. In war, knowledge is certainly p®wer. 

Connected with the s^me object, and owing in the first instance to 
exertions of this Journal, which sowed the seed and fostered the 
plant till it became firmly rooted, a Library and Museum of the United 
Service been commenced under tlip auspices of several of the 
most distinguished men in the Country. The advantages and utility of 
such an institution, it would be needless to recapitullte here : for the 
mere habit of viewing models abd instruments of science?, w®rks of art 
and objects of natural history,, not only tend to familiarize us with the 
objects represented, but to turn and attune the mind by degrees to a 
deeper aaid more serious contemplation of the causes from* whence 
sprang the curious productions of nature, •and the end to be attained by 
the models, drawings, and instruments. Every body knoWs how many 
instances there are o^ the genius of artists and meh of science having 
been originally awakened by riie inspection of such works : it is not in 
infancy alone we imbibe the first germ of our ^^as tlirough the 
medium of the eyes ; in this respect we remain children to the last. 
How rich and splendid a collection might be formed by the united 
exertion of the services must be sufficiently evident, when the 
Landless sphere of action open to their research is considered. 
Let \is here illustrate the use of such an establishment, by a simple 
hypothesis only ; the power of steam had been long employed before 
it was successfully applied to navigation: all attempts made to impel 
^hips by its force liad failed, and nisftiy deemed the case hopeless, till 
the late fll-used and uiift^rtivate Mr. Bell, of Greenock, fell upon the 
contrivance of tlic paddle-wheel ; yet was this wheel itself an invention 
8f the sixteenth century ; and representations of boats impelled by its 
means, and worked by men, are to be found in Robert Valturi’s book 
de Re Militari, printed about that period. Supposing, tliercfore, that 
any one had seen in our Museum, or in any other collection, a drawing 
of tli^ old paddle-wheel boat suspended near a model of Lord Stai\- 
nope’s web-footed steamer, the fust steam-boat attein^jled in this 
country, would not the idea of combining tlie power of steam with the 
action of the ])addle-wheel have instantly presented itself? Would not 
the discovery have taken place many years sooner, — and should we not 
liave retained for our native land tlie Jionour of an invention that so 
^stly beings to it? We trust that no gc«tleman taking that interest 
in the service which the profession^of iirins has a right to demand from 
all those who are directly^and indirectly connected with it, will, from 
mere jnattention, leave this valuable institution, and one already so far 
advanced, destitute of his most zealous aid and support. Government 
have granted ‘to the Council a small building for this new establish- 
ment ; but owing to the number* of valuable donations rcccivccb it has 
already been found much too small for the purpose intended f and a 
further change and extension of its locality has been rendered neces- 
sary. Though such a grant is a grei?t’ deal from^thc Government of a 
country that has never Jet appreciated the value a:id Importance of an 
efficient army, trusting only to the bravery of the men, to ^chance and 
to precedent for forming soldiers when the]|; shoultTbe required ; and 
never considering the tremendous expense of blood and treasure re- 
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suiting from so miserable and short-sighted ’a system of policy, we, 
nevertheless, hail this gift as a first step to juster views, — an acknow- 
ledgment of the value of the undertaking, jakI a tacit adrnissionijof the 
principle for which we have ever contended, — that enlightened and 
well-informed men on^ can now perfevm the difficult, as well as dan- 
gerous duties, devolving upon the officers of*" the navy and army 
is a great point gained. 

When we last year communed with yoUj kind reader, on the ^nanage- 
ment of this our incomparable* Miscellany, we expressed our'' ^’ntention 
of continuing to abstain, as much as possible, from all interference in 
mew part)^ politics. To a certain degree we have succeeded in this 
matter, and if not to the full extent of our wishes, the fault has not 
been with us : our caste was openly attacked ; falsehood and misr^re- 
sentation, intended to ihjurc the army in public estimation, poured from 
the disaffected press ; principUs totally subversive of discipline and sub- 
ordination were loudly advocated ; the troops were called upon to deli- 
berate, instead of acting .and obeying; every exertion was made to 
screen offenders from punishment, and a premiuhi was ^ctnally set up 
for misconduct and infamy. Under sucli circumstances we should have 
been culpable had vve remained silent, and we consequently turned upon 
the foe, and smote the best and foremost of the offenders ; and, thanks 
to the goodness of our cause, the defeat of the enemy was as easy %3 
their overthrow was signal and complete. This unpleasant sort of duty 
is now, in some degree forced upon us, and vve Ijavc not only to figfit 
the battle single-handed, but, owing to the time that intervenes between 
the publication of our numbers, to some disadvantfige also, because a** 
mass of falsehood may be circulated for the space of an entire month^ 
and fix itself in public belief, before we hjj^e ^n^ opportunity bf contra- 
dicting it ; and well our enemies know how td avail themselves of such 
advantages. Formerly the Treasury prints refuted tliis kind of diurnrf} 
slander ; but most of the journals who are now supposed to speak the 
sentiments of the Government, have been so long in the habit of proving 
their patriotism by abusing the army, that they cannot yet relinquish the 
laudable practice, and this ftalse position of the Ministerial papers ^rces 
ifs more frequently .into the arena of political controversy than out 
wishes and avocations would otherwise lead us. We repeat distinctly 
that we are not politiciil prtisans ; we fight not in the rfinks of party, 
but we defend our profession when assailed, and uphold, to the best of 
our power, the cause of order, loyalty, and good government. We are 
no dreamers ; we have all pur lives been active members of can actiiTir* 
profession, have looked upon men as they are, and seen them in situa- 
tions where no disguise could be %om ; w« liave neither talked nor 
written ourselves into the chimerical belief that our species is already 
so wise and virtuous as only to require the total abolition of laws and 
government in order to stand at pnee perfect in angelic, nature. That* 
all political institutions may admit of*improvement is probably true ; 
but chafige, and still less subversion, is not necessarily reform, liowever 
it may be so called ; and as long As laws shall be requisite for tlie pro^ 
tection of property and innocenct, so long must an active force exist 
for the purpose of uprfdering those laws effiefeirt. Would the men who 
respect neither person nor property bow down before a parchment, act 
of parliament, unVass there was power in the background capable of 
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giving it effect? But good laws, it seems, have a moral force, totally 
inclepciftlent of exterior aid ; — that is, if we brieve such miserable dri- 
velling as that outlaws and in9endiaries are acfually to be restrained 
from the commission of irimes by the influence of moral feeling I ! !— 
alta that too in an age that 

- ■■ ■■ y teems with crimes, 

Above all precedent of former times ; 

An age so bad, that nature cannot frame » 

A metal base enough to give it name.” — J uvenal. 

Let us not deceive' ourselves — the country can no longer dispense, 
even in times of peace, with an efficient and well-affected army. For- 
merly, before the press could spread delusion, like wild-fire, over the 
land — when the population were dfspersedpver a wide extent of ground — 
when men were in general familiar with the use of arms, and from 
liabit, law, and attachment to their magistrates and superiors, under 
Borfle control, and amenable discipline, a force sufficient for the 
maintenance of order could at any time be collected from the array of 
the counties and from among the followers and retainers of the nobility. 
But those times are changed : immense multitudes, not connected by 
any link of kindness with the aristocracy or magistrates, having no local 
attachment to the miserable lanes of wretched suburbs, are pressed 
together in manufacturing towns and districts ; competition keeps the 
best on the constant verge of want ; and the least stagnation of trade, 
change of fashion, or foreign restriction, thrpws thousands out of bread 
and employ, and phaces them at the mercy of those political demagogues 
and agitators, who watch, witli fiendish delight, the progress of sorrow 
and suffering that makes ^nWts to their doctrines, and furnishes tools 
for their objects. When we think of the fierce and numerous bands of 
energetic and daring men that, at a moment of want, any new political 
mania may assemble in those districts, we candidly confess, that though 
we entertain the highest opinion of the natural goodness, generosity, 
and al^lity of the mass of our countrymen, we see no security for per- 
manent domestic peace but in a military force capable of maintaining* 
tranquillity till such temporary paroxysm pass away. We have, indeed, 
beei^ told that the schoolmaster is to effect all this ; but folly flies fast, 
whilst wisdom moves slowly: and let any one ask hew much -of the town 
of Bristol would have been left standing if, instead o( the soldier and 
sabre, schoolmaster and his primer had been called in to quell 
the riot ? It is easy to theorize, and unfortunately there are too many 
who do so plausibly. To tjieorize #Bely is, however, a very different 
thing. 

Under such circumstances, and* in an age that, as one of our con- 
temporaries has truly said, V is eminently political,” and when, as he 
might have added, the very language of the land must be interpreted by 
the politics of the speaker, the question is not whether we have at crimes 
been politicians like other men, but whether we have been honest poli- 
ticians : have we allowed our political bias to influence our professional 
counsel or conduct ? have wa praised or blamed according to profes- 
sional or political dictates ? have we misstated or misrepresented facts 
from party motives, or ever attacked private charactera*for tile purpose 
of forwarding party views ? — If we have done ifone of these things, but 
proved ourselves consistent anti-destructives, it maHers little what- our ^ 
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politics are. Not merely in our articles on promotion, but in fifty other 
passa^^es of this Journal^ did we grapple with the military policy of the 
government existing <^)rior to the present; and let the party now in 
power only do justice to the old officers *of tli^ navy and army as well as 
to the services at larg^, and we sJiall not be backward in giving then/d'ie 
credit. But empty promises and liustings professions are lost upon us. 

Fortunate as we have been in thus s^teering clear, to a certftin extent 
at least, of part}; controversies, we have been more so in avoiding every 
spfoies of li^terary bickering ; we ha^e had little to complain of on this 
score, an(l are honestly conscious of Having deserved no less. The 
transparent malice of some “ Rejected Addresser,’" peering occasionally 
through a flimsy veil of public spirit, is but an evidence of the march of 
humbug, and is duly appreciated by the Service and ourSiilves. If 
laudari d IgLudaio be gratifying, its converse is not less significant. 

But already “ the star shines faintly on th’ etliereal plains,” and re- 
freshing to our souls as is this communion with, you, courteous, liberal, 
and enlightened reader, for such, if our reader, you nurt be, we must, 
nevertheless, hasten it to an unwilling conclusion. Tlie years wc have 
now travelled together in friendship, tliough years of peace, have been 
of deep interest to you, in your professional character, and on that very 
account attended with no small difficulty to us in the management of 
this Journal : but times are changing, our mutual troubles are diminirsh- 
iiig, though danger may be approaching, the political horizon is clearing 
at home, whilst darkening^ abroad. At the very moment we are writing, 
the cannon of Antwerp seems sounding the knell of departed peace ; and 
new principles, unheard of in the annals of diplomacy, arc attempted to 
be enforced by the strong against the weak. /ITie time has not yet come 
for speaking in detail of the siege of Antwerp, which, after a month’s 
duration, is still in progress ; though, in the usual course of such o*pe- 
rations the citadel may have been surrendered ere the publication of 
these pages. The honour of the garrison and their gallant chief will, at 
all events, have been nobly sustained. 

When such events are in progress — when the angry passions of ipen 
seek vent every quarter — when the wild spirit of innovation is every- 
where abroad, and the continent pf Europe is thronged with powerful 
armies, eager to engage, the chances are, that you must, at no distant 
period, be again’ called “ to the fair field of fighting men.” Your future 
conduct may easily be told by a reference to the past : nor can the p )iy - 
\Siognomist, the philosopller, or the man of observation, eifer look at a 
V British regiment or ship’s crew ^^lout being struck by the high power 
and energy (so diflerent from the momtachiod fierceness afl’ected by 
Borne of our Continental friends) discoverable in the ’ranks of British 
war ; — cherish and encourage, therefore, sych qualities, in order that you 
may be able to depend upon th6m in jlie liour of battle f repress the bad, 
for «&uch also you will have to command, and prevent tiieir example 
from spreadings, obtain the confidence of your subordinates by superior 
ktjipwledge and conduct, and ^ their affection by showing that interest 
iff their welfaue and happiness which a jqst^ performance of your duty 
demands. If su^ch has been your behaviour in peace, you may then 
meet the.ffierces^ onset of war in perfect reliance that British sailors and 
Boldiers will support you to the last. There are great examples, from 
unforgotten Creasy to unforgiven Waterloo, tiiat must now be acted up 
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to ; and if human intrepidity may not expect to surpass the noble deeds 
of arms recorded in our ancient annals and achieved in our own time, it 
is no logger permitted to any of ua to fall short of the high standard of 
excellence that so many of you have aided to estaibliBh. 

^nd now farewell — tim« dies'fast, and we must all make the most of 
it? Get up early in the morning therefore, it lengthens the day, and 
helps to invigorate both mind and body : skip not your orderly duty, 
for it is*#ne of importance, *a\jd shows besides, the interest you take 
in the coSnfort of the men. Have no breakfast mes| ; it begins the 
day with too much bustle, deprives you of the ojjportunit^ of 
showing kindness and hospitality to youngsters and new-come?s. Attend 
to your distance and covering on parade ; it shortens the drill ; and no 
man^}f ordinary capacity should be ignorant of the manoeuvres a month 
after he has joined. Read our Jtmrnal, and study at least two hours 
every morning ; for, as you well know, a great philosopher* has declared 
that “ all men destitute of ideas are naturally cowards in 'grain.” At 
other times walk, sai^ fence, hunt^ for you are good horsemen, and 
shoot, but nevA* trespass on a* gentleman^s ground ; you have, in fact, 
no right to do so ; and the pleasure of killing a few birds is too dearly 
purchased by exposing yourself to the just remonstrances of the pro- 
prietor and churlish warnings of the keeper. When you have permis- 
sion, shoot like a gentleman in pursuit of cheerful and animating sport, 
viTio is satisfied witli killing a few brace of birds in good style, and not 
like a pot-hunter who delights in mere slaughter, and for whom a 
4)oultry-yard would be a fitter scene of action than a stubble-field or a 
mountain side. Always keep your tejnper : Miere is nothing so undig- 
ilified as being in a passion, and addressing language to your subordi- 
nates wliich they dare hob recent; and no man is fit to command others 
who cannot command himself. Drink only three glasses of wine after 
dinner, unless it be of claret — a greater quantity serves but to fever 
the blood, and stupify the head; we never met any one so over- 
burthened with sense as to render the drowning of the best part com- 
mendable. Finish with a cup of coffee, d la Franpaise — the only 
French fashion we ever knew worth imitating; — it will fit you for 
your evening study, as well as for conversation. Go to p^jrties ; waltz, 
dauce quadrilles, or, if possible, invent something better than these 
artificial and awkward French exhibitions : dancing is, /or men, an 
art of great difficulty, and requires not only ear, but taste, tact, case, 
oRTtd goo<^ nature ; you must, nevertheless, master what you need not 
practice. Carry on flirtations in the evening, — morning flirtations 
are dangerous : say pretty ^things t#aU the pretty women : display your 
gallantry and^ accomplishments — do homage to the sex whom, as a 
preux* Chevalier^ you are specialfy bound to honour and protect; — but 
> beware of matrimony, at legist as a sub. 

At a future time we shall, perhaps, discourse right learnedly on 
this and other such interesting topics; at present we must cqaclude 
by reminding you, that, in justice to your profession, you must stand 
approved 

^ ^ In honour, arms, ^ 

Fair mien, discourses, civil exercises, 

And all the blazon of a gentleman.” 


Fichte. 
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THE MIUTAHY ORGANIZATION OF BELGIUM. 

At a moment wlieiu t!ie eyes of ail Europe are turned towards Bel- 
gium, a few authentic details touching its military organization cai^iot - 
fail to interest our rejylers. . ^ 

Before proceeding to render an account of its actual state, some pre- 
liminary observations are necessary. ^We must show wliaV it was, 
before we attempt to describe what it is. For it must be bornS in mind, 
tliat the present efficient condition outlie army, is the work of little 
more than tllirteen months, and that, from an indescribable chaos of 
confusion and indiscipline, a numerous • and well-organized force has 
sprung up, which, in appearance at least, is certainly equal to the finest 
corps in tlie French service. 

The wretched state of uncertainty and confusion into which Belgium 
was plunged* from the first outbreaking of the revolution, down to the 
accession of the sovereign j — the plots, conspirac^s, and intrigues that 
were daily concocting against the constituted authoritfcs ; — the utter 
want of true patriotism or unity of purpose in the great body of the 
nation, or even amongst its representatives ; — the machinations of the 
clubs and associations, which counted many officers amongst their num- 
bers ; — the perpetual attempts to suborn both commanders and soldiers, 
now by Orangeists, now by republicans, and now by the partisans of ofle 
faction or another, — combined with the imbecility of some chiefs, the 
convicted treachery of others, and the inexperience of almost all, — in,, 
fine, from these and other causes ipherent to the political state of affairs, 
every attempt on the part of government to establish a wellr regulated 
military system was completely baffled. ^ • * 

Tiiere was no confidence on the part of the soldiers in their chiefir, 
and no trust placed by the latter in those beneath their orders. No 
esprit de corps existed amongst the body of the officers, no discipline 
amongst the men. Mutiny and insubordination were ripe throughout all 
ranks. Heinous military offences were perpetrated with impunjjy, for 
the officers, who had for the most part suddenly risen from majors and cajr- 
tains to geqprals, from subalterns to field-officers, and from serjeanls 
and privates to captains and lieutenants, were generally incapablq of 
fulfilling the, duties of their station, possessed no moral infiuence over * 
their subordinates; and dreaded to enforce obedience or chastise crime, 
lest they should be denounced as traitors, and immolated to po|)ular Yejtaw^ 
geance. ' 

These obstacles to the foundation of an efficient system of discipline 
and organization were enhanced by the violence and impolicy of many 
members of the National Congress,® whose inconsiderate speeches, 
uttered for the purpose of courting popularity, tended to augment the^ 
distrust of the soldiers, and to weaken ^he efforts made by the executive 
to introduce confidence and order in the army. Utterly unacquainted 
with the principles of strategy or ^he theory of military economy, these 
deputies, principally advocates,^ attorneys, or journalists, boldly ven- 
tured to discuss subjects of wliich the^g Jbetrayed the most con- 
summate ignorance, and poured forth an ocean of wild and visionary 
speculation^ as bqmbastic as they were dangerous to the interests of the 
state. • ' « 

Some there were, >vho attempted to persuade their countrymen that. 
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as the Dutch had been ostensibly driven out of the country by a handful 
of ariyed citizens, all re^lar armies were superfluous, and that the 
hordes of undisciplined free corps or voluji^teers were fully equal to 
defend the territory. Others Roasted, that the* barricades and paving- 
stpnes of Belgium wer# all that was requisite to guarantee her towns 
Against all foreign aggression, and tliat the mei^ sight of the ridiculous 
and un^ilitary blouse would strike as much terror into the breast of an 
enemy, ^ the first thunder af a cannon is wont to inspire fear in the 
mind of an ignorant savage. Indeed, there was one member, an attor- 
ney from Phillipeville, who c^Mfied his bombast so far, rfis tp deckre it 
highly problematical, whether Belgium was not in a situation to cope < 
single-handed with all the powers of Europe. This pernicious nonsense 
met witj^ its reward in the month of August, 1831, and was one of the 
principal causes that led to the dfsasters pf that epoch. 

These impediments were of themselves sufficient to neutralise all the 
efforts of government to place their army on an efficient footing ; but 
the evil did not rest Here, TJ^e doctrines of these deputies found a will- 
ing echo in tl!e journals. A press, the most unbridled that ever cursed 
a nation, readily opened its columns to every species of theoretical and 
visionary folly : it spared no pains, not only to inflate the minds of the 
pfjople with the most exaggerated and erroneous notions of the national 
strength, courage, and superiority, over all other countries, but exerted 
ftself to counteract whatever disposition was evinced by the war-minister 
or commanders, to establish that discipline, without which no army can 
» exist ; now by attacking the probity, apd now by questioning the 
patriotism of such superior officers, whose political sentiments were 
Inimical Ao these wild j'isior^, or whose employment was an obstacle to 
the advancement of somfe one or other of their own immediate party, 
independent of this, the members of the provisional and succeeding 
governments had to contend with other obstacles of a most serious 
nature ; for, shortly after the breaking out of the revolution, that is, 
immediately after the attack on Brussels, the whole of the Belgian 
regirjients disbanded of their own accord : men and officers betaking 
themselves to their homes, or voluntarily enlistiitg in the skeletons <5f 
three or four regiments which the authorities were attempting to form. 
The system of military economy established by the Dutch government, 
in some measure modelled on that of Prussia, was also completely over- 
turned ; — for, as the main object of the leading revolutionists had been 
mi union jyith France, it was determined to jdopt the organization of the 
French army, and to assimilate every branch of the military service to 
the system of their neighbours. 

In the monjih of August, 1831, the Netherlands army consisted of 
eighteen regiments or divisions of infantry, each of four battalions ; 

» ten regiments of cavalryi of four squadrons each ; four battalions of 
field-artillery, of six, and six battalions of militia or garrison-artillery, of 
five companies each ; with six troops of horse- artillery, a battifimn of 
train, a pontoon brigade ; a numerous corps of engineers, including 
131 officers of all ranks; and finaUy, two battalions of sappers and 
miners. In addition to these, there were two regim^t» of light infantry, 
and one of grenadiers of the guard, with ten squadrons of gens- 
d’armerie. The general staff under General Constant de Rebecque was 
numerous, and on a par with the efficient stite of the rest of the army, 
which formed a total of 75 battalions of infantry, 50 squadrons, 60 com- 
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panics or brigades of artillery, exclusive of train, and engineers, &c. &c. 
The infantry regin^ents were enrolled by provinces, and remained sta- 
tionary in the same garrispns, or their immediate vicinity, during* many 
years. In fact, the major part had not changed its quarters from their 
hrst formation, in 1816, down to the summer •f 1830. This plan w|^s 
well adapted for convenfcnce and economy, as far as regarded the militia f 
who, on being called out for annual training, were thus enabled to join 
their respective battalions in two or thrcQ days ; whereas, had«the Wal- 
lon regiments been quartered in Friesland, or the Zealand divisions in 
HainJialt, the occupied by the recfuits in marching to and from 
I their respective depots, would have entailed* additional inconvenience and 
fatigue to the men, and would moreover have considerably augmented 
the extraordinary annual expenditure of government, the time of ^rill 
and exercise being limited to a few w^eks, and the men receiving pay 
and rations pQr march route, from the moment they quitted their cantons ; 
— on the other hand, this system was attended by many bad results : 
from remaining so many years in tbc same garrkeons, both men and 
officers were tempted to marry and form* connexions with the inhabit- 
ants ; they were irdhimelled with families and incumbrances, and be- 
came heavy, inert, and never acquired a smart or soldier-like appearance; 
they considered their stations or garrisons as a home for life, and thv,3 
formed numerous local attachments, which always tend to enervate dis- 
cipline, and weaken that military independence so essential to the mob^ 
lity and rapid movement of regular corps. The fatal ellccts of this plan 
were sorely felt at the period of the revolution, when the energy of the ^ 
officers and the fidelity of the troops were put to the test. 

The garrisons of the various towns bein*^, as we have said, .recruited 
from the surrounding cantons, were connected b'y ties of parentage or 
daily intercourse with the inhabitants and neighbouring peasantry. They, 
had their brothers, fathers, mothers, and relations amongst the people, 
and as they spoke the same dialect, were speedily worked upon to em- 
brace the national cause, and easily persuaded that it would be a 
grievous crime, towards God and their country, to resist or oppos^their 
fellow-citizens. No arts, no arguments, were left untried either by th(» 
priests, whose- influence, especially in the Flanders, is almost paramount, 
or by the agents of the revolution, to inculcate this doctrine. Threfits 
of excommunication, and menace’s of every nature were put in force to 
convert the loyal, whilst every method of bribery and cajolery was made 
use of to induce the wavering to swerve from their allegiance. Eve%| 
the post-office and municipal funds were appropriated for the purposes 
of subornation, and credit subsequently givep to the different function- 
aries for the sums they had thus disbursed. 

The success of these machinations was complete ; and the rapidity 
with whicli this numerous and admirably organized army dissolved, 
scarcely credible. We were witnesses ,to one instance of this nature ; 
and, m the same scenes appear to have occurred throughout the whole 
country, we shall endeavour to describe what we saw, though it would 
be utterly impossible for any person accustomed to the discipline, regu- 
larity, and obedience of our own army, to form the most feeble concep- 
tion of an outbreaking so strange and unexpected. 

Oh the 2?th of«8eptember, 1830, at the moment ^he Dutch troops 
were expelled^ — God know6 how — from Brussels, by a handful of undia- 
dpUn^ volunteers^ public excitement disaffection wes roused to the 
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highest pitch in the Flanders. But independent of Glient several other 
towns still remained faithfdl, or rather had not yet broken out in open 
rebellion against the Royal Government: amongst these was Ostend. 
Here the garrison, whic^ consisted of one battaTion of the 6th regiment 
#iWa few artillerymen, with these the governor, General Schepern, a 
brave and experienced veteran, contriVed to put tlown one or two partial 
risings BjLthe populace, and Jield the disaffected in check during three 
days. Curing this period the soldiers, mostly young militia men, 
evinced no inclination to desert their colours, and eve^ on one occasion 
opened a platoon fire on the riEters, who were headed by a ^nan the 
lowest and most abandoned character. Finding, however, that his men« 
we^e harassed by incessant patroles, picquets, and extra duty, and that 
it was Itighly important to protqpt the ammunition and military stores, 
of which large quantities were deposited^n the arsenal, Schepern applied 
to Major-General Goethals, commanding at Bruges, to* march to his 
assistance. The retraining three battalions of the 6th regiment had 
been concentrated at that pkice, where they had also to encounter a 
popular tumult, and had fired on'the populace ; but Schepern considered 
that it would be useless to attempt to retain that populous town in its 
allegiance with so small a force, whilst it was imperatively necessary to 
preserve Ostend and its arsenal to the last moment. Indeed, we are at 
^ loss to comprehend the indifference shown by the Dutch government 
to the conservation of this port. Nothing but that fatality which appears 
to have attended all their operations at this period, can account for their 
* not having instantly assembled a force on which they could rely, from 
Flushing, either to secure this fortress, or to retake it after the desertion 
of the ti^ops ; for at any tifie, during many subsequent days, a handful 
of resolute men might nave carried and maintained it with the greatest 
•facility, especially if supported by two or three vessels of war off the 
coast, and half a dozen gun-boats in the harbour. The fortress was, it 
is true, not in a state to stand a siege, but it was the policy of Holland 
to have made every sacrifice to get possession and preserve a place 
^whifh would have given them the third key of Belgium, and perhaj)3 
liave influenced the state of affairs in a manner the most advantageous. 
General Goethals having, as we are led to believe, listened to overtures 
ffom the government dt facto at Brussels, gladly entered into the views 
of the governor of Ostend. Bruges was evacuated and'in the evening 
of the 1st of October, the three battalions of the 6th made their appear- 
ance at^the gates of the latter, and weri^ immediately marched to the 
barracks. The evening passed off quietly, though several partial acts 
of insubordination were remarked. Towards midnight, however, these 
symptoms ofi mutiny became ipore decided; and about two, a.m. on the 
2d, the picquets and guards deserted their posts ; the men at the bar- 
racks rose upon their officers, tore Jthe Dutch cockade from their caps, 
discharged their muskets in the air or against the windows, trampled on 
tlieir appointments, cast away or sold their arms and accoutreitTEnts for 
a few sty vers, and rushed through *the streets in the wildest state of 
excitement, and, filling the air v^th shouts and* vociferations, ap- 
peared in readiness totdmmit every species of*e:|^ceSs. It is but just, 
however, to say, that not a single instance of plunder or violence took 
place. Their only anxiety appeared to escjpe frotA the. regiment; and 
so expeditious were they, that by three in the afternoon of the same 
day not a man out of 2600 was to be seeh, if indeed we except 
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General Goethals, a portion of the officers and non-commissioned, with 
some fifty old soldiers ; the rest had disappeared as rapidly chaff 
before the wind, either departing for their homes or marching to 
Brussels, where both officers and privatesr expedited to receive the reward 
of their desertion by bepig instantly promoted. ^ i> 

We have stated that no excesses were committed at Ostend : it is no 
less worthy of remark that we traversed the country, by Brug%8^ Ghent, 
and St. Nicholas, to Antwerp, on the following day and ni^ht ; and 
although thousand^ of disbanded soldiers from various garrisons covered 
the Toads,* and were scattered through*' the surrounding villages, we 
'neither encountered the slightest impedipient, nor heard of a single 
instance of outrage or robbery* It must likewise be recollected tha# at 
this moment there was no police, no government, no civil or Inilitary 
authorities, and thus crimes might have been perpetrated with the most 
perfect impunity. These facts are worthy of record, for they Jire high 
proof of the morality and peaceable dispositiov^ of the people in 
general. • t 

To return to General Schepern. On discovering the first symptoms 
of mutiny, having no confidence in his colleague. General Goethals, 
who was one of the first superior officers that abandoned the Orang;Si 
colours, and being warned by some of the Belgians, the Governor 
.assembled his countrymen, gave them directions to prepare for iinme-i 
diate departure, and a little before midnight embarked on board a 
fishing-boat, and made his escape to Flushing, accompanied by the 
Town-Major, the Commandant of Artillery and Engineers, and such 
Dutch officers and non-commissioned officers as formed part of the gar- 
rison. This escape was timely ; for on the stubi^equent day the iJelgians 
arrested the Dutch officers at Tournay, Ypres, and elsewhere, together 
with those who were on their route through Bruges to return to Hoi-' 
land. It was Schepern’s lot to be less fortunate, a short time subse- 
quent; for having been sent to take the command at Venloo, the 
populace and garrison rose upon him and the Dutch officers ; he was 
taken prisoner and confined at Brussels, until the Conference effSeted^ 
an exchange of prisoners, and he regained his liberty. 

It is impossible for any person who had not witnessed this scene, of 
which we have merely attempted to give a rapid sketch, to form an idea 
of the effect produced on the mind by a sight of such an extraordinary 
nature. Surprise, indignation, and every other sentiment of loathing^ 
and disgust, were at once called forth. It is but justice, hovlever, to 
remark, that many of the Belgian officers exerted every nerve to main- 
tain the discipline of their corps, and literally 'shed tears of shame and 
anger at conduct so disgraceful to a disciplined army. But these efforts 
were vain ; and the bursting of a typhon could not be more rapid or 
overwhelming than the dissolution cf the garrisons. 

We must apologise for this episode ; ‘but it is introduced in order to 
demonllfate more fully the annihilation of the organized force, and to 
show the utter extremity to which the revolutionists succeeded in car- 
rying the destruction of all thoYe sentiments of obedience to their 
officers and fidelity to their colours, that are tffe'most essential duties of 
a soldier. Th^ leaders and agents of the revolution taught the troops to 
look on desertion add infidelity to their sovereign as a meritorious act ; 
they studied to impress them with the conviction that obedience to the 
\vi)J of the people, no liiatter how expressed^ was paramount to all other 
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law or duty, and that tlie 'most sacred oaths could be absolved by the 
mere breath of a few self-elected rulers. They had bribed the men and 
promoted the officers, holding them up as models of honour and pa- 
triotism. It cannot be marvelled at, then, if thjse pernicious doctrines 
bore odious fruit, and tha^the professors and promoters of insubordina- 
^ 0*1 should encounter the utmost difficulty in re-establishing obedience^ 
and eradicating the foul seed from the ranks of their disciples. 

We have stated what was the proceediijg of the infantry. The regi- 
ments o^cavalry and brigades t)f effective artillery, the latter of which 
was principally officered by Dutchmen, were either cantoned in Holland, 
where forage was more abundant, or were serving with tlft co^s of 
Prince Frederic and General Cort Heilgers. Thus, although much 
partial desertion took place, the greater portion remained faithful to 
the King; and we believe one regiment only, stationed at Ghent, was 
placed in a situation to desert en masse, •These, however, availed them- 
selves most abundantly of this facility, selling their horses, arms, and 
accoutrements, and ffythfully imitating the disgraceful example of their 
brethren on foyt. • 

It must be remembered that we speak as soldicr8„not as politicians. 
As military men we know of but one sacred and inviolable guide, one 
sole obligation — that imposed on us by our oath ; and whether as poli- 
ti(?Sans or soldiers, wc can never subscribe to the doctrine that tends to 
egiancipate the soldier from his allegiance, until his sovereign shall 
have absolved him from his oath, or a regularly-established government 
demand his services without compromising his honour. We hate mill- 
•tary despotism ; but we abhor and execrate popular tyranny, and believe 
that there is no man of common seilse who would not select the one 
which lia^obedience ard-ord^r for its foundation, rather than submit to 
the Ollier which is based on misrule, and embraces in its vortex every 
etement of destruction. In the eye of every honourable man, mutiny 
and desertion, whether arising from political or moral causes, are crimes 
that must carry with them contempt and odium. From Marshal Bour- 
mont at Waterloo, who abandoned his countrymen on the 18th of June, 
1815,itlown to the miserable Lieutenant of artillery, who escaped on the^ 
iSth of November from tlie Citadel of Antwerp, the stigma must be the 
same. To inculcate, indeed not to deprecate in the strongest terms any 
coiltrary doctrine, would be to sap the root of every principle of honour 
and duty that should be cherished both by soldiers and citizens. Many 
of the Belgian officers felt and acted up to this principle ; and, however 
•flThch the^^may liave sympathised in the feelings of their fellow-citizens, 
however ardently they might have panted for the success of their coun- 
try's cause, they still conlini^d faithful to the colours of their actual sove- 
reign, until a •proclamation froip the Prince of Orange left them at 
liberty *to continue in the service of Holland, or to join the standard of 
•Belgium., But these were In the min<»rity : and when they returned to 
Brussels, and presented themselves to the government, they were looked 
on with suspicion, and that honourable conduct which ought td*Tiave 
conquered general esteem, was converted into a crime both by the 
public, and those in whose hands was •Vested the jower of dispensing 
favours and promotion. ' • • * 

The sudden dissolution of the infantry and cavalry has be.en shown ; 
as regards the artillery, there is no doubt thjt the Belgian’s obtained 
possession of an immense mass of materiel^ which had been left in the 
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different arsenals ; but as more than two-thirds of the officers and non« 
comn)issioned officers were Dutch, and not a single general or colonel 
Belgian, whilst the organized field batteries had retired withe Prince 
Frederic, the Belgians^foOnd themselves nearly destitute of every thing 
that was most essential to commence tire reorganization of this corps; 
consequently, it was vyith extreme difficulty that they were enabled; i^. 
the course of four or five months,^ to equip four or five brigades of guns. 
In short, for some months subsequent to# the revolution, tl\jpfBelgian8 
may be said to have been without staff, cavalry, infantry, aAillery, or 
engineers. They had, it is true, a mass of men in uniform and twenty 
timei that niiraber parading in blouses, ‘but these were in A state of 
consummate inefficiency. They had to create everything afresh, as if 
no army had ever existed ; and though the raw material was therq, the 
talent to mould it into some serviceable shape was utterly •wanting. 
Indeed, down to the month of August, 1831, their armed force, for it 
scarcely merited the name of an army, presented a picture of incapacity 
and disunion on the part of the chiefs, and of disqrganisation and insub- 
ordination on that of the soldiers, not to liave been surpassed by the 
bands under Bolivr.r and other leaders at the early part of the South 
American revolution. The want of good officers, especially in an army 
so far out of proportion to the population or resources of the country, 
is still felt, and must in some measure account for the necessity under 
which the government has been placed to admit foreigners into jts 
ranks, and to intrust to them the organization and command of corps. 
The population of Belgium, according to the most recent census, 
amounts to 3^740,000 ; Its army, at the present moment, exceed^ 
115,000 men on paper. By this it will be seen that one-thirtieth of the 
population is under arms ; and, upon a m(Aleratc calculation, one out of 
every ten able-bodied males is enrolled. The Belgian army has been 
more than tripled since the revolution ; and as, before that period, the 
number of Dutch to Belgian officers was in the proportion of three to 
one, it cannot be a matter of surprise that Belgium should find herself 
in a position utterly unable to furnish the requisite number of officers for 
her augmented army. Latterly the greatest discretion has been Shown 
in the selectjion or foreigners and Ihe promotion of natives ; but under 
the Provisional Government and its successors, the profusion with which 
the highest military grades were distributed, is almost inconceivable. 
Thus we find the famous Van Halen, a retired Russian or Spanish 
major, promoted at once to the rank of lieutenant-general ; Count d’Hane 
a young major of cuirassiers ; Count Van der Meere, who hatt served 
a captain in Batavia ; Goblet, a captain of Engineers ; de Chasteler, a 
retired captain of hussars, and Niellon, a difector of a theatre, advanced 
to the rank of major-generals; whilst Kesscls, the pfoprietor , of the 
whale that was exhibited in Paris, and vrho had held a subordinate 
situation in the civil-engineer department, was made major, and Charles 
de H^uckere, a lieutenant of Dutch artillery, colonel in the same corps ; 
with many others, whose rise wa? not less rapid. 

When the unlooked-for and incomprehensible expulsion of the Dutch 
forces took plaqe, thp armed force was under the orders of Van Halen, 
who had distinguibiied himself during the attack. At that time the face 
of the country v^as overrun by flying detachments of free corps, under 
adventurers* of every cle^ss and description, from all parts of Europe, 
and some of these took advantage to lav the towns and cities under 
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heavy contribution. The Provisional Government, howevCT, soon felt 
the necessity of attempting^ some kind of organization. A war-minister 
was aj^ointed, and General Goethals called to the head of this depart- 
ment. His ministry was but of short duratiod ; .and whilst tumults and 
riots were daily breaking^ out hmongst the people, the army made no 
jtrogress towards organization. Genexal Goethais, though a man of no 
capacity, was an old officer, and had grown grey in the service ; he had, 
therefore •been accustomed *10 the routine and precision of regular 
armies, md found the effort of^ guiding so incoherent a mass beyond 
his powers, and at utter variance with his antecedents : he was, there- 
fore, glad to give in his resigrlation, and to escape from a taSk of* such 
difficulty and ingratitude. 

He was succeeded by General Goblet, the present minister for foreign 
affairs. •This officer had served with credit to himself as a lieutenant in 
the French engineers, and liad made sc’^ral campaigns. He was pro- 
moted to the rank of captain in 1822, in the Dutch service, in which 
grade he was overtaksn by the revolution. He is said to have accepted 
the office of minister with relifctance, from a probable consciousness of 
his being unequal to a task of such extreme difficulty, and from having 
had no experience in the details of administration : he had, moreover, 
little talent for debating, and none for extemporaneous speaking. The 
effort of defending liimself against the incessant attacks of the oppo- 
sition, and bitter diatribes of the press, combined with the impossibility 
of satisfying the pretensions of several thousand applicants for promo- 
tion, and his ill success in enforcing order in tlie army, quickly dis- 
gusted him with the burdens of office, and iitduced him to resign. 

Nothii^ daunted by tlie failure of his predecessors, Count d’Hane 
immediately accepted and none but his countrymen could be 

n rised if a man wdio had suddenly risen from the rank of major, a 
which he had only attained a few months, without other know- 
ledge or experience than troop details, should have bent beneath the 
immense weiglit of resiK)nsibility and diversified labour that accumulated 
aroim^l him. . Some progress was, however, made during bis adminis- 
tjation. The army was nominally coniplcted to ten regiments of infantry 
of the line, two of light infantry, ten battalions* of corj^s francs, or 
vol^mteers, and five regiments of cavalry, with ten brigades of artillery. 
Had General d’Hane been fairly and zealously seconded by those under 
his orders, much might have been effected ; but such’ was the disunion 
,^id jealousies amongst the chiefs, such the negligence, bad faith, and 
malversatfon amongst the officers, that wliefl the minister laid an official 
statement of the army before the chambers, and sincerely believed that 
be bad a disposable force of 55,000 men and sixty pieces of cannon 
available for fhe defence of the country, the total amount of effectives 
,did not exceed 28,000, and, the half of the artillery was without caissons 
or reserve waggons, indeed with only a small proportion of horses. 
Heartily nauseated with the bad success of his measures, and hissed 
by the same attacks that had affected the previous. minister, General 
d'Hane also retired, and it was no eas]{.matter to disco.vera successor. 

At length the Belectiort',fij|l on General Dufailly^who.had commanded 
a Dutch regiment during the attack on Brussels, anti was one of those 
who had remained faithful to his old colours until Ijg received his -dis- 
mission. This officer continued his functions until after Leopold’s 
arrival ; and at the moment of the Dutch invasioj^i was still in office, 
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But the army had made no advance under his administration ; and when 
the Dutch burst into the country, the troops were surprised in a state of 
indiscipline and destitution that baffles all power of description. •' 

The faults of DufaiUy’S predecessors now burst into light in all their 
nakedness ; now the country reaped the fruit of the bombastic absurdity 
of its representatives, and felt th? consequence of that insubordinatioiis 
the seeds of which had been planted by its first government, and nur- 
tured by its orators, journalists, and political unions. The a^mulatcd 
errors and inex^pericnce of Dufailly’s predecessors were i>f course 
visited upon him. The defeat of Louvain, the rout of General Daine, 
and the destruction of the batteries before* Antwerp, were visited not on 
the officers and men who fled without firing a shot, but on the head of the 
minister. lie was pronounced a traitor, and barely escaped fallifig a 
victim to popular vengeance at Molaives, by liastening to Joiif Daine’s 
corps. ‘ 

We do not pretend to be the apologists of Dufailly’s ministry, but 
at the same time we think he was unfairly judged by his countrymen. 
There were, certainly, powerful causes f6r objurgation, kit there were 
also many motives* for extenuation. The fault lay more in threats of 
his predecessors and the inherent vices of the system, than in himself. 
He might have had the will, but at a moment when no trust could lie 
placed in either generals or officers, the task of cleansing the Augean 
stable was more than he had talent or energy to execute. ^ 

It would not be consistent with the scope of an article of this 
nature, to enter more deeply into the various political and moral causes 
that led to this state of affairs, or those that contributed to maintain them* 
in the same unprosperous position during so many months. ^ But it is 
fair to observe, that if there was a great deflcif'nfty of talent, experience, 
and energy exhibited by the successive war-ministers, they likewise eq- 
countered obstacles at every step, that might have baffled the intentions 
and defeated the plans of the most mature and enlightened statesmen. 

Such indeed was the irritated and inflammable state of the public 
mind, so inconsiderate the language of the deputies, so virulent and un- 
hridlcd the workings of the press, that a man was already overwhelme/1 
with odium, crushed with libels, and condemned as unfit for office, ere 
his appointment was oflicially announced. In lieu of meeting \^ith 
some indulgence or consideration, the violence of his assailants aug- 
mented in proportion to the difficulties and embarrassments, inevitable 
results of the great political convulsion that shattered the nation to 
very foundation. The truth bf Lord Halifax's maxim, that “ thdre are few 
things so criminal as a place,” was amply proved by this proceeding. 

It is certain, however, that the nation had legitimate cause for com- 
plaint ; that something might be, and that nothing was d6ne,to form an 
efficient army, in despite of the immense supplies which were liberally, 
voted by the Chamber. The ordinary budget for the war department 
bein^Jimited to ten millions of guilders, whilst the extraordinaries 
exceeded twenty-six, in all thirty-sjx millions. 

Nothing could present a more, extraordinary contrast, than was pre- 
sented by the two belligerent nations. On tlm.pne side, the Dutch, firm 
and united among**themselves, rallied round the throne, and foi-got all 
personal dissensigfls, to combine for the support of the government and 
the defence of the country. Thinking no sacrifice too great, they 
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actively and steadily persevered in the process of reorganizing their 
legions, and could boast, in a short time, of a numerous and fine in- 
fantry, It superb cavalry, an admirable artillery^ a large body of devoted 
and obedient officers, and an e^xperienced staff, tvith magazines, train, 
^ transport, hospitals, and etery requisite for taking the field. 

^On the other side, the Belgians, tiiough cofinting a long list of 
generals, field-officers, and staff, were without commanders or in- 
structors^ •Their infantry, thotigh well-cldthed and armed, were desti- 
tute of proper field equipments ; were miserably drilled, and scarcely 
able to execute the simple^ evolutions, and these, ogly ^ith 
painful slowness. The cavalry, though well-mounted, were few in 
number, and these deficient in* every essential j)oint, and totally unac- 
quairiled with the commonest service, of patroling and reconnoitring. 
The artillery, though compsed of*athleti^and active men, was without 
officers and noii-commissioncd, and had no exjicrience whatever in the 
practice or theory of gunnery. They were without hospitals, commis- 
sariat, means of transport, or reserves ; in fine, the whole mass were 
scarcely able tB execute a cluingo of front, or formation of squares, 
without falling into confusion ; and were in a conditidii utterly unfit to 
oppose an enemy. 

Such was the stale of the Belgian army on the arrival of King 
Leopold at Brussels; and scarcely had his Majejsty time to inspect one 
or4wo divisions, ere they were called upon to rally round his person and 
defend their territory. On this occasion Leopold availed himself, as far 
as possible, of the means at his disposal, and djsphiyod a degree of judg- 
ment and courage, that plainly showed him to be a gallant soldier and 
experience;! commander. But in spite of the able disposition, and 
indefatigable exertions tft’ ttic tnonarch, who alone seemed to preserve 
hit; coolness amidst the chaos by which he was surrounded, it was im- 
possible to offer any effectual resistance ; and a total defeat, indeed, 
anticipated by all those who knew the state of llic army and the 
deplorable incapacity of its commanders, ensued. 

Mis^’able as was the state of the troops prior to the disasters of 
Loipvain, that event completely destroyed the little Jtliat had been ac- 
complished during the preceding twelve months, and rej^unged the 
arm); into its original slate of confusion. It had, however, one good 
effect. It showed the urgent necessity of establishing a more efficient 
system, o[)ened the eyes of the public to the absurdities of blotifteft and 
ba-r/icadcs when opposed to the attacks of regular troops and powerful 
artillery, anfl induced the deputies and journalists to remain silent, or to 
co-operate with the government in the process of regeneration. 

Dufailly having resigned, he was succeeded, for a few days, by Count 
d’Hane, who hacl acted as chief of^the staff during the short campaign, 
uj;itil M. Charles de Broukere, then minister of the Interior, consented 
to take the portfolio, and with it, to attempt the gigantic undertaking 
which had baffled all.the endeavours of his predecessors. If this offpwjr 
was deficient in experience, he amply supplied this defect by an inde- 
fatigable application to business, and a ^legree of activity and energy 
scarcely to be surpassed; and he therefore set to work* with an un- 
flinching hand to eftect the work of purification. 

A new system of organization was adopted. The uruliscipkned aiid 
troublesome free corps were disbanded, and tlfe men enrolled in the 
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regiments of cliasseurs. Some superior officers were superseded, and 
many subalterns dismissed ; for, incredible as it may appear, more than 
one of these officers bory upon his shoulder the degrading of the 
galleys ! We should *not have ventured to mention this, had not the 
fact been communicated officially to the* Cliambcrs by tlie minister Ijjm- ^ 
self. All staff-officeiJS were obliged to submit to the ordeal of an 
examination. Tliose who possessed sufficient acquaintance with mi- 
litary tactics, were confirmed'in their fitnctions : those whotf/iiiled were 
posted to regiments of infantry, or dismissed. A military sfeliool was 
estitblisbed og the model of the Frenqli “ Ecole Polylechnique.^* Ex- 
periencecl fVench officers were sent for to organize the staff, and to 
suj^erintend the reformation of the different corps. The artillery was 
remodelled, and the number of guns in each brigade augmented ^from 
six to eight. A corps of sappers*^and miners was directed to be 
instructed iq the duties of that branch of the service. Twenty thousand 
of the first class of Civil Guards were militised, and sent into garrison 
to be drilled. Two new regiments of the line, and two of Chasseurs, 
wore added to the ini’antry, and the nbmber of squadrons augmented 
from four to six. Discipline and subordination were enforced. Some 
officers accused of embezzlement, were brought to trial and condemned. 
In short, in the space of three or four months, new life was imparted to 
every branch of tlie service, and the army began to assume an appear- 
ance of amelioration that promised the best results ; and even llrus 
early in M. dc Broukere’s ministry, a force of 45,000 effective bayonets^ 
3000 sabres, and 60 pieces of cannon, were ready to take the field, ex- 
clusive of tlie militised Civic Guards and reserve battalions. 

Unfortunately for bis country and himself, M. de Broukere’s temper 
and manners were not such as were likely la'giiin him popularity ; and 
thus, independent of llie enmities and jealousies naturally arising from 
his situation as minister, and above all, from his efforts to purge the 
army of the many cankers that impeded its healthy constitution, he 
drew upon himself tlie animosity of a large portion of’ tlie public. We 
have said unfortunately, for it was admitted on all sides that M. de 
' Broukerc was a man of no common abilities, that he posses^&d r^iro 
talents for -administration, combined with a most ardent mind and a 
zealous devotion to the interests of the service. 

To reform a revolutionary army — to introduce discipline in lieu of 
insubordination— to weed out the inefficient and replace them by men 
at least of common understanding — to raise an efficient force, the wr^k 
of a disorganized mass, discouraged by recent disasters — td establisn a 
wholesome, but not exaggerated confidence, and place the whole body 
on a respectable footing — to treat with contempt the diatribes of tlie 
journals, and personalities of the opposition — and lastly, to pursue with 
undeviating firmness the line he had traceil out for himself, in despite of 
anonymous threats and open Insults, was a task that could only have 
be«f. accomplished by a man of more than ordinary abilities and deter- 
mined character. The latter equality, M. de Broukere possessed in an 
eminent degree ; but his natiui'illy ardent temper and abrupt manners, 
which he could not always command, eye;n in tlie highest presence, 
rendered him extremely obnoxious. Thus no effort was spared, either 
in’ the chambers^ or by the press, to vilify and degrade him in public esti- 
mation ; though both fVere fain to acknowledge that he had rendered, 
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important services to liis country. At length, worn out with the viru- 
lence of his opponents, and, above all, disgusted with intrigues of the 
ultra-Caftholics, who dreaded his influence and talents, he at length gave 
in his resignation, and was succeeded by thtf French General of 
artillery, Baron Evain, wl*o, having accepted letters of naturalization, 
Nuas appointed “ Ministre Directeur de k Guerre.*'* 

It would not have been easy for the Belgian government to have 
selected an officer more j) 0 rfec|ly qualified to undertake the task of 
administenng this department than this amiable and experienced soldier, 
whose long and meritorious serj^ces had been fully apprceiatoAl l)y#the 
great master of war, Napoleon, ’as well as Louis XVllI. and Charles X. 
To a thorough experience and ^knowledge of all the intricate details of 
military administration, and an extraordinary facility of availing himself, 
in the mo8t effective and economical manner, of all the resources placed 
at his disposal, General Evain adds a passionate fondness for business, 
great discrimination, clearness, and method, and enjoys the reputation 
of exemplary probity, combined with the utmost impartiality and mild- 
ness of mannew An anecdote* of this officer will at once show his 
powers of organization, and is an additional proof of* the decided cha- 
racter of the great soldier whom he then served. We can answer for 
its authenticity, and we believe its novelty. At the period of the dis- 
astrous campaign of Moscow, Colonel Evain was at Paris, wliere he 
had been directed to remain, in order to organize and forward the im- 
mense supplies of artillery and ordnance stores that Were required for 
the grand army. The celebrated 29tb bulletin, from Smorgonj, had 
scarcely reached Paris, and had been mj^dc public but a few hours, when 
a messenger from the Tuilleries came to Colonel Evain's office, and to 
his utter surprise inforffie'd ffim the Emperor had just arrived, and 
forUivvith demanded liis presence at the Tuilleries. Though thunder- 
struck at this unexpected intelligence, which at once demonstrated tho 
terrible misfortunes of the French army, Evain hastened to the palace, 
and was instantly ushered into the presence of his imperial master, 
whom he found in his travelling dress, — pale, fatigued, with a beard of 
Boveral^ays growth, and in an evident state of greajt mental suffering. 
He had scarcely time to make his bow or utter a word, ere Napoleon 
advanced towards him, and abruptly exclaimed, “ Well, Evain ! you 
have read my 29th bulletin. It does not tell tlie worst. It Would have 
been impolitic to have alarmed France. We have not a gun or a 
caisson remaining ; but our resources are immense, — our losses can be 
repaired.** •Then after a pause, he added, — ^ By the first of March I 
must have six hundred pieces of cannon, horsed and equipped. I know 
your zeal and activity. You know I must be obeyed.** Then ap- 
proaching close \o Evain, Napoledn took hold of his arm, and with a 
smile, added — “ If I have m.y guns on the appointed day, you shall 
receive the brevet of Major-General; if not, I will hang you.’* Without 
being disconcerted, Colonel Evain replied — “ Sire, the time is limife^, 
but our arsenals are well-stored. If your Majesty will inform me where 
I can procure money to purchase horses^your orders shall be obeyed.** 
“ Is that the only difficulty ,*i v*joined the Emperor. •T^ien sitting down 
to his bureau, he wrote an order for three millions of francs on his 
private treasury, the contents of whicli were in the vaults beneath the 
Tuilleries, and Evain took his leave. On the Isf of March, Evain kept 
his word, and the Emperor fulfilled his promise. 
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On coming into office, General Evain ably j)rofited by tlie judicious 
arrangements of his predecessor, and the ^seeds that had been sown by 
M. de Broukdre were rapidly brought to maturity. In the 6 ^urse of 
a few months the Belgia^i troops, which had already made most essential 
progress, were placed on a footing of efficiency and respectability, ecjual, 
if not superior in some points of view, to tlie best-organized continentul 
armies, and leaving little to desire, save greater rapidity in the evolu- 
tions of the infantry, and -greater perfection in the de^irils of the 
cavalry, more qspecially in the cuirassiers. In the mean time, both De 
Brpukdre and Evain were most ably^ and judiciously assisted by the 
King. *rfi 8 Majesty daily worked for 'Several hours with the Minister 
and Chief of the Staff, and made constant excursions to inspect the dif- 
ferent camps and garrisons. Divisions and brigades were frcqfaently 
reviewed by him, and there was scarcely a battalion in the •service of 
which he had not personal khowlcdge, entering with the eye of an ex- 
perienced officer into the most minute details. This had the effect of 
stimulating the officers, and encouraging the mev, who, having now one 
rallying point, sedulously and anxiously devoted themrelves, — the one 
to instruct tlie people, and tlie otlier to profit by the lessons of their 
chiefs. An honourable emulation sprung up Jimongst the different 
corps, and the utmost exertions were made by Generals and Colonels of 
regiments to rival each other in the soldier-like appearance, cleanliness, 
and precision in field movements of the corps under their orders. 4 . If 
the army and the country owed much, — firstly, to M. de Broukere, 
for its first organization and resuscitation, — and secondly, to General 
Evain, for his indefatigable exertions to add an efficient suporslructufe 
to the foundation laid by his predecessor, — it was no less indebted to 
the talents and judicious arrangements^of ,iho Chief of the Staff, the 
French General Desprez. This accomplished gentleman and brave 
soldier held a similar situation in the African campaign. Moderate 
in politics, unassuming in manners, intimately versed in the theory and 
practice of strategy on the most extensive scale, experienced in all the 
details of military organization, combining a higlily cultivated and 
scientific mind, and a sound judgment, with undaunted courage* and in- 
(lefatigable^activity, General Desprez soon succeeded in establishing can 
efficient staff, and with the king's sanction gave that formation .and 
Consistency to the different corps of the army, that was best calculated 
for convenience, concentration, and rapidity of movement, or deploy- 
ment in the field ; thus most ably seconding the views of the govern- 
ment, and anticipating the exigencies of the country. It U to be pre- 
sumed that the country is satisfied, for neither the Chambers nor 
journals have attempted to criticise or cbmjdain of any of the dispo- 
sitions of the General. * 

Having thus rapidly sketched the marcli of military affairs, from the 
first days of the revolution down to the present perio{l, we shall reserve, 
foj^ another article, a description of the distribution and formation of 
corps, logethen with deUails gf the economy of regiments, and the 
organization gf each branch of the service. For the present it will bo 
sufficient to that the Belgian government is now able to bring 

into the field upwanls of 90,000 effective infantry, 6000 cavalry, and 
144 pieces of artillery fully horsed and equipped. 



21 


ON Tn|: DEFECTIVE DISCIPLINE OF THE MERCHANT SERVICE, 
WITH HINTS FOR AMENDIN& iT. 

I*? has long been a cause of just con^plaint, with those interested in 
•British merchant-ships, that the legislature should not have consi- 
dered it n^^ssary to enact mose clear and specific laws by which those 
employed m such service are to be controlled. It is extraordinary that 
a body of men, who have such immense charge of the property and 
lives of British subjects, should^et remain, as to their relative dulTes, 
(upon a perfect understanding of which the safety of a ship so much 
depenils) so far without legal regulation, that neither the mrister nor 
his officers^ have the necessary authority to conduct tlieir ship with any- 
thing like order : nor are the common Jailors much better situated, 
their treatment depending too much upon the caprice of those placed 
• in the equivocal situaticfi of commanders over them. In the event of 
misunderstanding on the subje(*t of discipline, the consequences are, 
that the master is entirely at a loss to know the extent of his authority 
over his crew ; and rather than take measures of responsibility upon 
himself, he is obliged to submit to see his ship conducted in that 
disorderly manner, that he well knows hazards every moment her safety, 
as ^vveli as being disgraceful and alarming to any passengers he may 
have on board ; a contrary course subjecting him, in nine cases out of 
ton, to actions at law, which «are readily promoted by a pack of low 
aftorneys, whose occupation lias arisen out t)f the very defective and 
undefined slate of the law respecting *the duties of British merchant 
sailors ; ihS system of tlie, iiidmiralty Court giving them at once the 
means of seizing a ship, for the most frivolous complaint a sailor may 
male on the score of wages. I by no means, however, wish to see a 
seaman deprived of his hen upon a ship for his just claim to Ids 
earnings ; but it is notorious, that the peremptory manner of proceeding 
in this court is abused to an alarming extent, and is in its process so 
oppressive upon owners, that it is on their part almost invariably 
subTnitlcd to witliout defence ; tliough it is not too Inuch to say, that 
ninety- nine cases out of a hundred that are brought there by seamen 
are unjust and vexations, — the fair inference being, that a seaman’s just 
claims are rarely objected to, especially when it is considered that the 
payers (owners) are not the parties who set up the defence or objection 
to settle tlie teamen’s claims, — these originatirfg with the master, wlio, it 
is but fair to presume,' being a discontented parly generally, must have 
good and strong grounds to hdvise resistance to such claims. I may 
appeal to the experience of all owners and commanders of ships for the 
truth of this. No honest lawyer ever advising a resistance to a seaman’s 
cfiiiins, let his conduct have" been ever so infamous, his wages are 
paid, rather than encounter the expense and annoyance incident upon^a 
suit ill Doctor’s Commons, — an appeal^to which is perfectly certain to 
end in saddling the owners with heavy costs. This dread of appealing,to 
the laws is a sullicient proof of their inefficacy ; an^i the consequences 
are, not merely a laxity of fhe necessary order in a morefiant-ship, but 
a direct inducement to oppose everything like order. 

That some regulations are necessary to improve the situations of 
commanders and officers of British mercliant-ships, is allowed by all 
who have any experience of the subject. Unless som’e laws are enacted 
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for this purpose, the objection on the part of respectable persons to 
such a service will continue. No man of education and proper feeling 
can possibly command « on board a merchant-ship at present, without 
submitting himself to situations harcHy to^ be borne ; and if on no 
other score, some r^ulations are desirable to induce such a cla^s^^ 
men to take charge of merchanVs ships — thus rendering the occupation' 
more respectable, and conducing to tljc safety of the J^n^pcrty and 
persons under their care. 'For my part, 1 must say, that lidess some 
very strong arfd effectual laws are enacted, to keep in proper check a 
selrof laen, of whom, however highly^.ve may tliink in a nationaj view 
(and no one esteems their qualities professionally more than myself), yet 
it must be admitted they are, uncontrolled, a lawless set of felloiys, I 
say, that unless something like rjpgulations are enforced^^on board 
British merchant-ships, no man who has had experience therein would 
think of bringing up a tolerably educated boy in such a service, except 
from necessity. , 

Laws that would prove effectual may, I appreheij.d» be framed to 
ensure good orclpr. The facility of punisliing breaches of duty would, 
in a short time, bring men to submit to such a reasonable and proper 
control as is essential to the proper conducting of a ship ; — circum- 
stances will, however, necessarily arise, when no immediate correction 
can be applied ; but simple enactments, which seamen are certain wijl be 
enforced, will in most cases be sufficient to deter. Corporal punishments 
can rarely be bad recourse to on board merchant-ships, nor is it any 
part of a system I woukUidvocate ; thougli in extreme cases I certainly 
insist upon a strict right in all Commanders of ships to have recourse to 
this, or any other measure whatever, th£\f may> be requisite to put down 
mutiny ; but all such cases must depend upon their own merits. 

I W'ould have it clearly enacted as law, that a seaman should not bfe al- 
lowed, under any pretence whatever, to refuse to do his duty, and a prompt 
compliance with the orders of his superior ; — that no equivocation or 
excuse whatever is to justify him so doing, the penalty being a for- 
feiture of his wages, and all he may have on board, and the ki diction 
of a punishment,, upon conviction before any magistrate, consur, or 
commissiohed British officer, of from one to tliree months’ imprison- 
ment upon bread and water and hard labour (or solitary). It khould 
be imperative upon these authorities to interfere, upon the application 
of a master, and to take the rajin out of the ship, and have no option 
beyond the apportioning, of the term of imprisonment, i.pon a con- 
viction of a mere refusal of duty, proved by two witnesses. The 
offender should be then sent liomc, if no means of imprisoning him 
is afforded on the spot, with his copviction about liim, for punishment 
in England, and the master released from his contract with him. 

Such punishment, if it diil not put ^ stop to knocking off woik 
(which, however, I think it would soon do) would, at all events, prevent 
tfflr unpleasant situation in which commanders and officers of merchant- 
^hips are now placed, in witnessing a man, and often a gang of them, 
and sometimes the whole ctbw, deliberately walking the decks, and 
refusing all olrde^sj and that without llieMSiw holding out any promise 
of punisljing them. 

I am quite ‘aware that at present magistrates have a powet, upon 
representation of a master that his crew refuse to proceed upon the 
voyage^ to comulit them to hard labour for a month ; though I have 
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found their worships either very ignorant of such authority, or unwilling 
to act ypon it. 1 have, under such circumstances, applied upon one 
occasion, I believe, to all the magistrates of Poiitsmouth, and experienced 
a direct refusal from them all to,interfere ; at length I was referred over 
^^Josport, where I foundV gentleman of information and determination 
sufficient to commit the people of whom I complained. But when once 
away from England, this salutary power is left behind : we are com- 
mitted tAftie deep, to navigate ail over tlife world, without being able to 
find another authority to which to appeal for help. Gfonsuls say their 
authority is too undefined te intgi-fere ; nothing short of protc^ting«.that 
actual danger exists, through the mutinous conduct of seamen, can 
insure you their interference ; they usually decline assisting masters of 
sliips, an^ will continue to do so until some law clearly defines a line of 
conduct to them. Ships of warfare as ^unwilling to assist us ; indeed 
during peace, when you find them fully manned, and they.do not want 
any of your people, they take no interest whatever in a merchant-ship, 
and notliing short of (fownrighj mutiny ensures you any assistance from 
them. Neither is your situation found to be mucli better in British 
colonies ; a magistrate there must attend to the fornial complaints of a 
master of a ship, if he is ready to make affidavit of a breach of the 
peace ; and this is about the extent of their interference : they imprison 
the man on conviction, during which you are often put to very heavy 
eXpensea in supporting him. But in all these cases the mischief remains ; 
you arc not released from the engagement with the offender; and after 
^undergoing a slight imprisonment, you mus^take him on board again: 
if a desperate bad character, rendered a most dangerous man for the 
remainder of the voyage,^ under the master who has been the means of 
inflicting it. But short of actual breaches of the peace, your whole crew 
may be in a state of the most complete (and even bordering upon 
dangerous) insubordination ; may abuse the master and his officers from 
morning to night, work as little as they please, and you are left totally 
without remedy. I have met with the most extraordinary instances of 
ignoi^ncc of the laws respecting seamen, as tliey at present exist, on 
the part of magistrates abroad, as well as naval officers ; and consuls' 
are but little belter informed sometimes, and especially aar regards the 
articles of agreement between the master and the seamen ; these latter 
are treated with contempt generally, and are oftener declared to be 
“ nothing better than waste paper,’* than to have any weight attached to 
them. I, believe, indeed, masters of ships^very generally think them 
little better. 

The laws require, in fact ^remodelling, simplifying, and to be rendered 
so plain, that even a nnagistr ate’'* can understand them ; and, above all, 
they require to be framed so as lo insist upon the prompt and effectual 
•assistance of all tlie authorities I have; suggested as proper to interfere 
for the support of order on board British merchant-ships. 

Forfeiture of wages is at present so understood by seamen, nts to 
operate upon them with no dread whatever. I haVe already shown, 
indeed, how little in practice they hav«*to fear on that score ; the fiict 
is, that they believe that^ all forfeitures go ultimately to Greenwich 
Hospital, and, therefore, they rightly enough judge ’under this impres- 
sion) that the owners of the ship have no interest in the matter. This is 
a point tliat should be set at rest, and seamen made directly acquainted, 
through the articles of agreement^ if they break ihcir contracts 
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with the master on any point whatever, their wages are forfeited to the 
owners’ use, who would then have credit for a serious intention of 
inflicting such forfeiture;; : this is an important point, upon the eflicacy 
of which I place great reliance. Coinmon sense points out that the 
proper and legitimate end of such forfeitures should be providing /ih^ 
duty which the seamali forfeiting Lis wages refuses to do. 

I think it clear that its supposed application prevents it controlling 
seamen, and that this mistaken notion .exists very generaliy^Xas to its 
application) there is no doubt. The books of Greenwich Hospital I 
believe wjll prove that the amount received under the head of “ seamen’s 
forfeitures ” is “ nil,** or next to it ; thus showing the law, as to any 
forfeitures whatever from merchant-ships being of value to that institu- 
tion, to be altogether abortive. ^ 

I therefore repeat that I consider the greatest benefit may be 
expected to follow a proper understanding in this respect, and that it 
will effect a salutary control over seamen, beyond any other measures 
that can be devised ; the punishment of imprisonment being added for 
any refusal to comply with the orders of their superiors^ It should be 
clearly enacted that nothing whatever is to justify a seaman, having once 
entered into an agreement with the master, fulfilling liis duty and 
obeying the orders he receives. If he is oppressed, he must resort to 
bis remedy at law on the conclusion of the voyage ; but away from a 
British port, or not under an English consul abroad, nothing wliatevhr 
is to justify him refusing the orders of his superiors. Loss of wages and 
all he has on board (as some compensation to the owners), and impri-,^ 
sonment and hard labour (as due to the public for the consequences it 
may suffer), being the certain consequence ; a commitment for such 
offence being a bar to all proceedings in the Admiralty Court ; cancelling 
all engagements with him on the part of the master ; wherever there is a 
British consul, or magistrate, or a British man-of-war, it being im- 
perative upon all these authorities to take up the complaint of the 
master, and no discretion left them as to awarding punishment, beyond 
choosing between one, two, or three months* imprisonment,,^, The 
present law which obliges a master to keep a seaman ou board until 
returned to a Britisli port (port of discharge, I believe) is absurd. The 
contract with such a man should be binding upon the master no longer 
than the man does his duty ; and at an English colony or foreign port 
where there is a British consul, or encountering a man-of-war, he should 
be delivered up, and charge taken of him as an oflender against the 
laws, and treated accordingly. I believe a seaman thus treated would 
not be guilty of a second offence ; he wopld he taught to respect his 
superiors, and the effect would be to train him as a better man, a better 
member of civilized society, and likel/ to adapt himself more readily to 
the discipline of a King’s ship when the public service requires him. i 
In cases of desertion abroad, the present articles of agreement very 
properly provide that twenty-four hours’ absence without leave shall be 
considered a total desertion ; and the law says that forfeiture of wages, 
clothes, &c., shall be the conseq»*ence. This, although pretty explicit, is 
not sufficient, as I believe that if a master , was peremptorily to refuse 
a man under such ‘hircumstances to return on board, he would run great 
risk of an Admiralty prosecution, if he left him in a foreign port, sup^ 
posing the man willing‘‘to resume his duties: this should be better 
understood, as the penalty, upon a master leaving a man unprovided for 
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abroad, is vfery severe ; I do not know by what particular law wade so, 
but I believe it subjects him to six months’ imprisonment, and a heavy 
fine, itie articles of agreement, as at present #vor(led, leaves a man at 
liberty to absent himself as many times during a ship’s stay in a foreign 
as he pleases, provided he returns on each occasion within twenty-' 
fmir hours : it would be only reasonab4e, under stich circumstances, to 
allow a mulct of his wages, at all events, during such absence. I would 
suggest, t\i9i whenever a man iS not found sX his duty on board at the com- 
mencement of work in the morning, that his day’s pay should be forfeited 
to the owners, and as much (po£^ as may be paid for the lieu of a man 
in his stead, should the business of the ship induce the master to hire a 
sTibstitute. This abatement of a man’s pay no doubt could be made under 
oxistihg laws, or without any law, is so reasonable, that it could be 
effectually enforced ; and yet I doiTbt not,^if attempted at present, there 
arc hundreds of alongshore attorneys who would readily institute pro- 
ceedings in the Admiralty Court, upon sucli deduction being made. It 
should be specially prSvided for, as should likewise desertion, namely, 
that twenty-fouf hours* absence without leave is sufficient justification in 
a master refusing, under any circumstances, the man’s return on board. 

The law should be extended to all voyages whatever, which now only 
applies to the West India colonies, making all wages a seaman may 
earn on board a ship lie may choose to join abroad, the property of the 
ov^iers of the ship he deserts from, until his arrival in England ; no 
master being at liberty to ship an English seaman in a foreign port, 
\jitliout he has a written certificate o.f the lean’s discharge : the pre- 
sumption being that, in the absence oL such certificate, he is a deserter, 
therefore his wages recoverable from the masteV so receiving him, upon 
application to any magftthite* no equivocation being allowed. Even 
sli 4 )uld the man liave agreed to work his passage, the whole amount he 
may have agreed for, or under any circumstances no less than the 
current wages, must be refunded ; and provided such deserter can be 
recovered by the master of the ship he leaves, all magistrates, consuls, 
&c., to^id such recovery, should the master require it, and the interests 
of^he ^lip induce him to insist upon such man’s retiyrn. 

There remains to notice extreme cases of offence, and such as will 
somq|;imes occur from turbulent characters, whom nothing but force can 
effectually control: these men and their actions no r.ule daa be laid 
down for ; to quell their immediate mutiny and insubordination must be 
left entirely to the discretion of the comm angler, to use such means as 
circumstances place at his disposal, and the nature of the case and the 
safety of the ship committed tg his charge demand. However ineffectual 
any measures that can be adopted too frequently will be, under the unfor- 
tunate circumstances attending such troublesome characters forming an 
influential portion of a crew, yet was^ there but certain punishment 
defined to follow the conviction of violent conduct on the part of seamen 
on board a merchant-ship, I believe few instances would occur. At present 
a seaman may, short of personal violence, proceed id any extent of 
insolence ; and let his conduct be ever soiinsulting and abusive, I do not 
know that the law awards any punishment for it ; he c>efy the master 
and his officers, and use every species of indecent and abusive, language 
before passengers and crew, and I should like any one to infor.nl me liow 
the master is to be compensated for such insults t Nay, even 2 *rocecding 
to personal violence, to whatever extent (short of murder, or attempt 
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t^ereAt) is, as far as I know, only to bd met by action for damages, oi* 
common indictment for assault ; no sufficient compensation can, in fact, 
be awarded, but surely some certain punishment should await upon such 
conduct. 

I consider that every seaman on board a Uritish merchant-ship Ohjt 
is proved before a magistrate, consul, or Britisli ofiicer, as having been 
guilty of mutinous conduct, an assault upon the master, or upon any 
superior officer (say of the rank of mate) should be commitV^ for trial 
at llie public expense, and if convicted, transported for life ; that upon 
cowdetiqn of even personal abuse tovverd34he master, or assaulting an 
officer, he should be transported for seven years, — some minor punish- 
ment being attached to abuse towards any superior whatever, 7— and 
upon conviction of refusal to defend a ship before an enemyr or under 
circumstances of distress, he s.hould suffer death, — loss of wages, and all 
he has on hoard of course to be added ; and evidence in all casen to be 
immediately taken before the proper officer of tlie court, to prevent the 
detention on shore of the master and witnesses,' the fear of whicli tends 
at present effectually to prevent prosecutions for offences committed at 
sea. 

Jt is quite erroneous to suppose seamen so indifferent about money 
that their forfeiture of wages (if they could be brought to believe such 
forfeiture would be inflicted) would be contemplated by them without 
its affording some considerable check upon them : it is true that tlfey 
throw away quickly all they earn, when they get ashore, but 1 know of 
no men who think more about being curtailed of their earnings. Ther 
notoriously delight in grog, pay, t,nd prize-money ; though they squander 
their hard-earned money in the most thoughtlebs manner of any people 
existing ; and as respects their clothes, and Whatever they may have on 
board, becoming forfeit — though this may appear an unworthy retentmn 
of what can hardly be of any value — yet to them it is a very material 
loss ; and when their derelictions of duty occur soon after leaving ])ort, 
often constitutes, in fact, all the hold you have upon them : therefore 
this forfeiture should be insisted upon in addition to loss of wagot upon 
all occasions. 

The laws by whicli they are to be ruled should be embodied in very 
plain and simple language in the articles of agreement ; as sho¥t as 
pOBsible^diVested of all technical terms, and under distinct heads^ — as 
at present drawn up the articles arc not easily read, — and a copy thereof 
should be invariably placefl in some part of the *twixt-deck8„jvhere their 
attention is likely to be drawn towards it. Their ignorance of the regu- 
lations under which they sail should upon no account be admitted as 
any excuse ; they are bound to know the laws of the land ; though it is 
no uncommon thing to find naval officers, and others, set at nought the 
articles of agreement at present, if you answer to their inquiries, thai. 
they have not been read over to the seamen before signing : they must 
bo shpposed to know what they have agreed to. And when upon this 
subject, it may be as well to observe the present frequent omission of 
a very necessary act to all mtltual agreements, namely, the signature 
of both parliei : Jt Is not once in a hundred* times tliat the articles of 
agreement are executed at all by the master. This arises from the form 
in which they afe at present drawn up ; commanders of ships not being 
always very conversant witii legal iiistrurneiUs, fancying that all they 
liave to .do is to fillup the blank^. 
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Whilst suggesting more strict laws for 4he controlling of seanien, 1 
am for giving them all reasonable protection, and wish to -remote every' 
cause or which they can have pretence to complain ; and to. this end 1 
think there should be som^ better regulation on tfie score of victualling, 
^^hich 1 consider they are entitled to as clear an understanding, as 
Uieir officers are to their obedience. There can iJe no doubt that much 
just cause of complaint exists on board merchant-ships in respect to 
provision!: there is too much uncertainty, and too much left to indi- 
vidual ca23rice, on this important point. 1 would fftive this better 
arranged, so that a seaman Ahjoiihl know what he is entitled to ^ anchthat 
^oint established, he should have every facility afforded him, by the 
proper authorities abroad, in obtaining his rations : a scale of victualling 
should inserted in the articles^ of agreement, and 1 would suggest 
the following : — • 

Every man and boy to be allowed daily such quantity of* bread as he 
can consume ; but uppn the option of the master to be limited to one 
pound, if appearance of waste induces him to weigh it out ; two pounds 
of beef, or one pound and a half of pork ; this allowance to be reduced 
in the Tropics to one pound and a half of beef, and a pound and a 
quarter of pork ; when beef is served out, each person to. have three- 
quarters of a pound of flour, and when pork, one-third of a pint of split 
peas. On long passages, when it is considered necessary to limit the 
consumption of water, six pints per day ; if the owners choose to serve 
out tea and sugar, the rations of meat to be diminished half a pound 
day : allowance of tea to be considered ttwo ounces per week, and 
of sugar, ten ounces. When in harbour fresh meat may be served out 
in the same proportion ^s.sal^ at sea, but not reduced in quantity within 
the Tropics, the quality of tlie meat generally not admitting of such 
rftluction ; and in lieu of flour and peas, half a pound of vegetables (a 
quarter of a pound of leeks or onions) with sufficient quantity of barley, 
rice, &c., for the soup. Substitutes for any of the above provisions to 
be issued at the option of the commander, and on tiiese occasions tho 
scale observed in H.M. ships to be adopted as the rule. Spirits to be , 
cansidered on all occasions “ an indulgence custom however render- 
ing it almost necessary that a moderate quantity should be issued ; but 
thiaf is to be entirely at the discretion of the master, having reference, 
in some measure, to the custom of different voyages,, but never to be 
demanded. 

1 consider every seaman (doing his duty) as fairly entitled to such 
rations of good quality ; and if, through neglect of the owners in not 
providing a sufficiency of goad provisions (or if withheld by the master), 
a seaman should not have serv^pd out to him his full and proper 
quantity, that Upon proof thereof he should be entitled to be paid by 
%e owners double the valbe of all deficient. Should the quality be 
objectionable, tiie complaint to be investigated by consul, or magistrate, 
or officers* order, and the people paid the full amount of the cost of all 
such provisions of objectionable qualify, even should they have had the. 
regular quantity issued to them, and (from necessity) have actually^ con- 
sumed tho same ; and the Waster should be called upun ’for proof of his 
having replaced such defective provisions as he may have remaining on 
board, betore he obtains his clearances to go tq sea again. • These pay- 
ments to seamen, for defective or deficient provisions, 1 would have the 
master called upon \o make on arrival at the first {)ort the ship comes 
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to. A good regulation on this head is of the first importance to the 
good government of a ship, it being the chi€f cause of complaint, and 
the foundation of ninety-nine disturbances out of one hundred. 

It will perhaps be thought by some that the foregoing hints for 
framing laws to govern seamen in the merchant service, by insistihg^^^ 
upon implicit obedience, savour too much of a military character. A 
ship is however in no other way to be properly conducted. The person 
in charge mvst he the sole judge of what is necessary to 'foe done. 
Owners look to tJiie master as the only one responsible for the conduct- 
ing of thp ship on all occasions, and order must be law. If his 
authority is carried beyond proper bounds, and oppression ensues, le^, 
him be made responsible for his conduct to the utmost ; but bis autho- 
rity must, notwithstanding, he submitted to for the time. Navji^ officers 
should not complain upon their being obliged to support the masters* 
authority, as-already suggested ; they may depend upon it that the con- 
sequences would be, the saving of themselves a gfeat deal of trouble in 
the end, by preparing seamen, whilst in. the merchant service, for the 
discipline of a King’s ship. No ordinary laws can be sufficient to con- 
trol men totally out of the reacli of the civil magistr.ite ; and this can 
only be eflected by dread of the piinisljments that await them on 
arrival in port, or encountering a man-of-war. Thvougli the fear of 
severe measures, alone, arc such a lawless set of beings to be controlled. 

I have only, in conclusion, to add one word of advice to commanders 
and officers of merchant-ships, which is to consider those placed under 
their authority as entitled to the treatment of rational beings, and to* 
avoid the too common practice of* attempting to support their authority 
by the use of language w/iic/i is not borne by any other desenptioii of 
men whatever. It may be depended upon that this habit is subversive 
of all order, and the use of it lowers the commanders and ofiicers to M 
level with the people immediately. A slight consideration of the subject 
ought to convince any one, that it is oiily to be attributed to the opinion 
a body of ignorant people liave of a man placed in authority over them 
tliat obedience is to be looked for; tliis enables the influence of the few 
*to control the many, and has upheld governments in all ages, much 
more than physical force ; and there is, it may be relied upon, no such 
eflectual way to secure influence and comjdete command over a bDdy 
of seamen, As to. impress them with the belief that their commander is 
really their superior. I look upon seamen to be more especially under 
the control of this influence than perhaps any other body offinen, pro- 
bably from its being so seldom exercised over them. The most hardened 
and lawless will rarely venture upon oflensive language when addressing 
an officer who has supported this character in a proper manner ; and in 
cases even of mutiny, personal respect lias been found on most occa- 
sions to protect officers from outrage. It must, however, be admitted, 
that Jin evenness of temper, and steady deportment, is most difficult to 
be prtSrserved, under the often irritating circumstances in which com- 
manders and officers of ships are'placed ; but the value of it is unques- 
tionable, and the practice of the*navy, according with it more than it 
did formerly, is' proving its eflective influence daily, the same being 
brought to perfection in the army long ago. 

. A Master op a Biutisii Merchant-Ship, 
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We believe there is no thinking man upon mind the bare idea 

of impressment fails to ^rocluftc, not only a painful conviction* of its 
Cruelty and injustice, but an ardent desire, mor^ver, for tlie adoption 
of some means by which the voluntary services of our seamen may (in 
seasons of danger) be secured to their c,puntry, without the barbarous 
intervention of force or compulsion ; and it is, no doubt, a most singular 
paradox, that a nation like Great Britain, — proud, ancf justly proud of 
the freedom of her citizen ^^»'^»-^iould, in the hour of danger, Wiav(? that 
^boasted freedom secured by placing, — we had almost said into hopeless 
bondage, — one of the best and bravest portions of her community. 

It is mot (on the present occasion, at least) our intention to occupy 
the time of our readers in tracing tlie origin of so strange an anomaly 
in the institutions of a free country, or in pointing out the many moral 
evils which the j)racti<ie of impressment in war has entailed upon our 
maritime population ; we shall^ therefore, content ourselves with a short 
discussion, chiefly to show that the measure itself is altogether unneces- 
sary ; — that even in the most worldly point of view, setting justice, and 
morals, and mercy aside altogether, the coal of impressment during tlic 
late war was infinitely greater than the expense would have been, had 
t^e voluntary and limited services of our seamen been fairly Inred and 
adequately rewarded. Impressment is a question which must presently 
occupy the attention of the legislature : hitherto, discussion has been 
•most sedulously repressed by every government. The Tories of old 
did nothing for our seamen, and tlid Whigs procured their celebrated 
Jervis acf, by which it declared felony for a free-born British sailor 
to resist the call of an impress-warrant. The practice of impressment 
^as of much more general application in the earlier periods of our 
liistory, and many instances might be quoted of the reckless and high- 
handed manner in which this part of the royal prerogative was exercised 
throughout the empire. With this, however, we have nothing at present 
to dof nor do we pretend to question the legality of the measure; it is^ 
the necessity of impressment that we deny, and there is no other argu- 
ment on which the controversy can for one moment be supported : let us 
thefefore examine this alleged necessity. Some of the advocates of 
impressment say the system is necessary, because government cannot 
afford to offer high wages to our seamen in time of war ; others contend 
for the ne«essity of impressment, because the dangers of battle prevent 
our sailors from serving in king’s ships; — and there was not wauling a 
gallant admiral in the Hous^ of Commons, who, when the question was 
touched upon a few years ago, manfully stood out for the necessity of 
impressment, because many distinguished oflicers liad entered the scr- 
*vice through that channel. The first'of these arguments is well worth 
our serious attention : they knew little of British seamen who gave 
heed to the second ; — that of the gallant admiral was well replied to at 
the time, — “ many a kidnapped youth has become a woaltby planter ia 
former days in Virginia, — and many a Mameluke has been bought as a 
slave to recruit the troops over whom he ultimatelyjrose to command. 
Nobody, however, thinks of maintaining, on tlic force of these examples, 
that kidnapping is the best way of breeding respectable colonists, or the 
slave-market the best supply for the army.” 
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To return to the first argument in favour of impressment, viz. that 
government cannot afford to offer high wages for the labour of seamen 
in war, and is therefore under the necessity pf using compulsofy means 
to obtain it, we hava afready said that it is not our intention to make 
any observations on the moral evils of imyressment : let us therefore 
investigate this alleged necessity of the measure, as a mere question ^ 
political economy, which naturally resolves itself into— whether is it 
cheaper to hire voluntarily, or compel involuntarily, and umVir pain, the 
services of our seamen in lime of war? Government has always decided 
in favour of the latter alternative on the commencement of a war, and 
nev^r atfc’mpted to come into miirketJft^ie regular price ; hence the 
enormous rise of wages in tlic merchant .service, -*~not on account of tk. 
war-demand for seamen, but in consequence of the violence usv5d to 
obtain them, which caused multitudes of our best men to expatriate tlicm- 
selves when their services wele most required ; — while the dread of im- 
pressment drove those who remained into hiding in port, when they 
might have been usefully employed in getting tlnir ships ready for sea. 
The wages of the merchant service weie kept up to a-jnost unnatural 
height, moreover,d)ecause the dread of impressment deterred boatmen, 
and lightermen, and fishermen, and other half sailors from flocking to 
sea when prices became inordinately high, and bringing them down to 
their proper level. The same cause operated in preventing young men 
of good education and respectable connexions from embarking in the 
merchant service ; men who, no doubt, would have exercised an ener- 
getic and beneficial influence on the minds of the common men ; and 
thus intelligence was virtitiilly banished from the merchant service by 
the system of impressment. Had the rise of seamen’s wages in the 
merchant service in war been occasioned solely by the war clem and, a 
corresponding advance must liave taken place in the wages of maritime 
artizans, shipwrights, sail-makers, &c. who are every bit as necessary as 
seamen in the equipment of a fleet. No such advance took place till long 
after the breaking out of the war of 1793 ; and when a trifling rise did 
take place in the wages of these men, it was occasioned by the general 
rise of prices ; — the general rise of prices, however, has no effea upon 
the seamen — food afid lodging being always found by bis employer. 

If concealment, expatriation, and the dread of impressment force up 
our seamen’s wages, say even one pound per month — and they were a 
great deal liiglicr during the war — above their natural level, all the sur- 
plus must necessarily fall upon the nation, indirectly it is true, but in 
the advanced price of those commodities which are brougfil: hither in 
ships ; which, added to the expensive machinery of impressment, guard- 
ships, receiving-ships, press-gangs, tender^, &c. &c., will be found to 
have cost this nation at least four tin.es as much money as would have 
been required to hire seamen for the King’s, ships at the regular market- 
price of labour. 

. Suppose that, instead of sailors, horses aro wanted by government in 
the breaking out.of a war, — say, 20,000 horses, — the immediate eflcct 
of so large a demand upon the;yiarket would, no doubt, be to raise the 
price of cattle,— but, government is willing^tp give a fair market-price ; 
—what follows ?-s-thbugh for a time there might be considerable dif- 
ficulty in obtaining the exact size and colour of the horses required, — 
and though for a time Che price of horse-labour would be greatly en- 
hanced, — still the bjrceders and dealers would be encouraged to go on 5 



mPUESSUBHI!^ 


m 

presently the supply would equal the demand^prices would find their 
level- — the dragoons would )?e mounted upon horses of whatever colour 
or quality government might think proper to point out, and the pressure 
on the public would be occasioned more by tfie rise in general prices 
(say corn for instance) than bylthe war-demand. Let us on the other 
filind suppose, that government says it cannot afPosd to give the market- 
price for 20,000 horses, — the plea is necessity ; sanctioned, therefore, 
by ancient enactments, and supported by an armed military police, it 
goes into the market, and finding no supply can be got ^nder the mar- 
ket-price, immediately takes the horses by force, llirovvs down lialf the 
value in return, and justifies *5!ni?)iroceeding on tlie score of ne(^s8ity, — 
iiew would this aflhct the market f On the very first hint of such a pro- 
cess hteing in contemplation, would not the proprietors of, and dealers 
in, valuaWc horses, ship them off ito foreign markets, or place them, if 
possible, in concealment till this could hi effected? Would not the 
breeders rclinquisli their unprofitable occupation ? Horses, of course, 
would become scarce ;* persons engaged upon the road would then be 
compelled to ern^doy cattle of an*inferior description, or such as are blind, 
broken- winded, or lame; those employed in agricultin*e and the transit 
[)f goods would he forced to employ foreign horses, or such as could not 
be impressed. All this would raise the price of horse-labour to an enor- 
mous extent ; while the nation would be indirectly burdened with this 
LiiMiatural rise in the price of labour, and directly taxed for the main- 
tenance of the armed force, the horse-pressgang as it were, whose busi- 
ness it would be to rob the ])eople under sanction of the laws, 

* The same argument applies to sailors. Sitppose the country were at 
this moment threatened with a war, — say witli the Northern powers, — 
and that 20,000 men vvevwcquired for the Baltic fleet — a force, larger 
b5^I512 men than that which fought and conquered at Trafalgar: if 
no impressment were intended, there would be, o)i the breaking out of the 
war, a very considerable force of seamen to relieve the pressure of tlie 
Admiralty demand u])on the market ; all the sailors employed in our 
extensive trade with Norway, and both sulcs of the Baltic would be 
throw* idle the moment war were declared, and of course would help 
to keep down the pressure of the war demand ; ’but let us suppose 
imp|;cssment to be the order of the day, — this disposable force, with 
as many others as possibly can, would go into concealment, or flow off* 
to America, with that facility with which sailors, more’ than any other 
class of persons, can change their place of location ; — while the dread 
of impressment would deter fishermen, &c. frOm going to sea, and keep- 
ing wages at their natural level. 

While government employ coercive measures, the merchants are 
necessarily forced to meet those nfeasures by the offer of higher wages. 
J^hus government commenc;?s, on the breaking out of the war, by im- 
pressing all the seamen that can be ?ound afloat. Expatriation and 
concealment begin : the merchant meets this by offers of higher wagea. 
Government next introduces press-gangs into all the sea port towns of 
the kingdom. The merchant is forced,,to olfor high wages, to induce 
boatmen, fishermen, nay, g\;(en the idle and dissolute of our cities, to 
brave the terrors of impressment. Government seiffl the military to 
assist the press-gangs — higher wages still in the niercjiant Service, to 
bring over foreigners to do the work of British Seamen. Thus coercion 
and advance pf wages go hand in hand. The nation, as we have 
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already said, is directly taxed for the maintenance of troops, press- 
gangs, &c., and indirectly burdened by tli§ advanced price of commo- 
dities, incident to the unnatural rise in seamen’s wages. In l^e mean 
time, the navy will bo indifferently manned, and the commercial marine 
will soon cease to be British. ^ 0 ^ 

impressment, thecrefore, was not only the means of creating 
enormous indirect burden on the nation, but also a heavy direct tax. 
It drove our best seamen into banishment, it excluded intelligence from 
the merchant service, and* consigned our ships to the care of invalids 
and foreigners. It involved us in an expensive war with America* — 
and*, fintilly, like the celebrated decrScJ^of Milan and Berlin, fairly 
defeated the object for which it was designed. At the close of ok*r 
protracted struggle with France, while the army had risen to the Wghest 
pitch of glory, the navy hail absolutely deteriorated ; which would not 
have been the case had thosoonen who were serving at the guns of our 
enemies (the Americana) been encouraged ; nay, had they been only 
suffered to remain by tlieir native country. o 

There has been no want of seamen since the peace.® That they are 
good and efiicienb men, witness Algiers and Navarino. This is chiefly 
occasioned, because wages have been suffered to remain at their 
natural level since the peace. Those in men-of-war are at a fair remu- 
neration price ; those in the merchant service have since averaged more 
than from 2/. 3.?. to 2L 5?., from the port of London. Whereas, in the 
days of impressment, we have known them as high as 6Z. per month. 

It was long ago said by Sir Matthew Decker, ‘‘ That the Grand 
Seignior cannot do a more absolute act, than to order a man to bV^ 
dragged away from his family, and against his will run his liead against 
the mouth of a cannon. And if such werp /requent in Turkey, upon 
any set of useful men, would it not drive them away to other countries, 
and thin their numbers yearly, — and would not the remaining few 
double or treble their wages? — which is the case with our sailors in time 
of war, to the great detriment of our trade and manufactures.’^ 

We may be asked, — suppose a case of sudden emergency, in 
which the adequate number of sailors cannot be procured, what would 
you propose i There have been many expedients suggested in such a 
case. For our own j)avt, wc consider that proposed by the sailors 
themselves, as much the best. Register, say they, the whole maritime 
population ; lot us have limited service, and adequate remuneration ; let 
no convict be sent into the fleet ; at the expiration of service, let such as 
call for it, receive a ccrtUicate of exemption, and those «^vho return 
with a certificate of good and faithful service, some civic honour, 
say a medal, the freedom of their native place, or a vote in the 
town or borough to which they belong. And if, in addition to this, pre- 
mium, promotion, and appointment, were held out to the olliccrs, so that 
they might become the animating spirits, rather than the scare-crows oV 
thosf; men over whom they are called upon to preside, — there would be 
no more lack of peamen in war tjian in seasons of peace and tranquillity. 

N. 0. 


* It Avas the tearc/i for seamen, and the occdsfonal impressment of American 
citizens, that the people of America resented: this was the popular fuel by which 
the war was maintained, and witliout which it would not have gone on for three 
montlis. *' 
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TUB BRITISH CAVALRY ON THE PENINSULA. 

After the affiiir of To«o, the French retreated rapidly, the line of 
%e*Douro having been turned, it was necessary to take up a new Hue, 
in which tlie natural difficulties of the country would assist them in 
checking I^pvd Wellington's advance. TJie French were unprepared 
for a retrCat; Lord Wellington, on the contrary, felt confident in the 
success of his plans, and liad everything ready to follow the enemy. 
The French retired with so*h;?rch haste as to prevent our ocfining up 
ll^]i them, and Lord Wellingto/i did not choose to separate his forces, 
by wliich means he might have pressed their rear: the route lay ihrougli 
a fine country, and the niarcli was most agreeable. We were reminded 
of a little incident by reading a very useful code of instructions, drawn 
up by Colonel Ladcock, and published in a late number of the Journal^. 
The writer was sent in with a flag of truce, and after riding seven or 
eight miles, he iimnd the Frenclf outpost at Duelinas. He approached 
that town without seeing anything of the enemy ; no patroles appeared, 
and it was not till he arrived within a quarter of a mile of Duennas that 
he observed a single chasseur A cheval, posted upon a little round hill. 
The trumpeter (his sole attendant) sounded ; and as it was evident that 
if Jie got round the hill on which the chasseur was posted, the view to 
the town would be uninterrupted, he advanced at a canter, and had 
already got so far as to see a small picquet of chasseurs, and the piled 
rtimsofat ZeasHOO infantry, when the vidette,1iot approving of this peep 
behind the outposts, discliarged his carSine. The danger was not great, 
as the chasseur had merely bijdVeye view of us ; but as lie commenced 
loading we deemed it advisable to retire a little, to a position wliere we 
wete concealed from his view. The cavalry officer of the picquet shortly 
appeared, and, at the request of tlie flag, a staff officer was sent for, 
who, when lie arrived, received the letter whicli it was tlic object of the 
flag of truce to deliver. The staff officer was a very fine young man, 
by nanife Prevost. Ho spoke English perfectly, and stated that he had 
a cflusin holding a high rank in our service, to wlioni lie begged a mes- 
sage might be sent, with a petition that his cousin would send liiin a 
horse* of which he was in great need. This, however, was not the 
business for wliich the flag was sent in ; and as Cliarfes Prevost was 
soon afterwards appointed to the Imperial Guard, lie probably got a 
remount froii the emperor. It appeared front the conversation of the 
two French officers that they had a great respect for the hussar brigade. 
They said that they had heartl how anxious the Prince Pegent was for 
the good appearance of the hussars ; and they praised the prince for 
his consideration and proper military feeling in taking the horses out of 
gentlemen’s carriages to mount his ownVegiment. 

From what we saw in our peep behind the vidette, tlicre can be little 
doubt that Count de Gagan, who comqianded the reai: guard, was de- 
termined not to risk his dragoons in aqy partial encounters, or affairs 
of posts. U'he country in front of Duennas is opei^ yet he had with- 
drawn all his posts, and that*(Jne immediately in front ^f the town, and 

* That officer suggests the possibility of an officer witM a flag of triice getting a 
peep behind .the outposts. 

U. S, JouRN. No. 50, Jan. 1833. 
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not above a quarter of a mile distant from it, consisted chiefly of infantry, 
Nolliing of importance occurred till we cam[e into the neighboi,^rhood of 
liurgos. The retreat^ was executed by the French without loss, and with 
great rapidity. They were very much favour/^d by circumstances. The 
weather was very fijje, the roads good, the line through which 
passed was not exhausted, and the crops of green corn furnished forage 
wherever the army halted, ^vvithout fatjgue to the men,^or risk of 
foraging parties being cut off. 

The French army collected in the neighbourhood of Burgos, and 
Loi^ Wellington halted liis leading colue^o to enable the army to close 
up. About the 12th or 14th of June, Lord Wellington made a slroj^tr^ 
reconnoissance, and dislodged a French corps, which retired upol^ iJur- 
gos. Colonel Grant begged Lord Wellington to allow him, to attack 
the retiring infantry with ike hussars ; but, in spite of the colonel’s 
pressing solicitations to be allowed to charge, Lord Wellington 
would not permit it. This movement would probably have established 
J. M.’s doctrine of the ca])ability of ckagoons, well lefl and ably con- 
ducted, being able to break squares of infantry. The writer was sent 
to reconnoitre the right of the French, taking with him a single well- 
mounted hussar. He found the French dragoons in occupation of a 
village with a large plain in front, whose margin was occupied by a line 
of videttes. That made it impossible to see into the village. Lij^tle 
information could be gained ; and the writer retired about half a mile to 
a slight rise of ground, where he was enabled, with a telescope, to make 
out the rear of the village. While thus occupied, he directed the 
hussar to feed his horse, — whidh might have been done with perfect 
safety, although, by the carelessness of Jhp v^an, it led to 'a ludicrous 
dilemma. While the horse was feeding by a nosebag, the hussar 
standing by his side for a moment let go the collar rein while he 
tightened the girth of his own horse, when the beast galloped off. The 
writer was disturbed by tlie hussar’s calling out, “ Old Tom's loose !” 
It was a fearful ])iece of information, within half a mile of the enemy's 
picquet. The Jiorse was indeed concealed from the view of tlie^French 
videttes by the fall of the ground ; but if he galloped a hundred yards, 
it was all over. And a still more disagreeable circumstance occurred. 
On looking back, we saw Lord Wellington and his staff approaching at 
a gallop, and not above a mile distant. We felt aware that had we 
found an officer of light cavalry in such a situation, our prima facie 
view would have been very unfavourable to his fitness fur his office. 
The awkwardness of the situation, and the difficulty of explanation, was 
quite overpowering. The hussar was vainly attempting to catch Old 
Tom, who allowed him to approach within a few yards, when he went 
off witli a kick and a squeak. W c felt assured that the hussar could 
never do it ; and observing tiiat the old rogue had got to a gre6n 
spot, where there was an abundant vegetation, from its being a well- 
head, the writer took off his sword, and stealing behind the horse, who 
was trying to drink, he was able to get hold of some of the horse-fur- 
niture ; and the horse’s fore-legs having sank into the soft ground nearly 
to the knees befjre he could disengage ISmself, he was secured by the 
head-stalk A moment sufficed to throw the nose- bag on the ground, 
and to slip the bit into Old Tom’s mouth ; when mounting, without 
fastening a buckle, he was scarcely in his seat when Lord Welling* 
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ton, rising the ascent fro^ a little brook, was within fifty yards. All 
was right ; and we shall b5 more cautious in feeding on the outposts. 

Lord Wellington was of very few worJs-t-no unnecessary ones. 
“ Have you found the® righf of the French ?’* “ Yes, my lord.” 
V‘*Where?” “There.” “ Get your ^troop and* watch them.” Away 
went the general, on matters of more*importance. We got the troop, 
and shovetJ back the line of videttes far enough to see a host of French 
dragoons, of which we sent notice. The videttes wcr§ supported, and 
throwing out a few skirmishers, we retired out of shot. 

We had in the troop a LV^hman, for whom we had a greit regard ; 
«lu]t some people had taken up a notion that he wished to desert. He 
was^m clever man ; and wc had soon an opportunity of making use of 
him, ancVat the same time of ascertaining his loyalty. The French 
withdrew their videttes, and were app«*frcntly retiring. We sent the 
Dutchman, Jaen Teer, to skirt the village, and ascertain wKat the enemy 
was doing. It was evidently better to obtain information in this way 
than with a sii^le troop, unsujiported, to follow the enemy into a large 
village, composed of several streets. Wc saw Jaert Teer perform his 
duty admirably ; and having attained a point whence he saw the whole 
operations of the French, he came back with the report that several 
squadrons were retiring through the wood, but that the enemy still re- 
tjyned a post outside of the village. As Jaen had thus been close to the 
enemy, while he was completely separated from his own people, there 
could be no doubt that, whatever were his intentions, he had no wish to 
desert. This was very satisfactory. ^ Alas !• poor Jaen was doomed to 
enjoy his fair fame but a short time. On the following morning he 
was reported sick. Wa 4)Uid that in preparing his mess the night 
before, he had used some onions which lie had found growing in the 
fi?ld, although orders prohibiting the use of wild vegetables, and, above 
all, of that poisonous herb, the wild onion, had been repeatedly read to 
the troops. He lived only two days. 

On the following day a great part of the army, or perhaps the whole 
of it, tlioved to the left, and crossed the Ebro at St. Martin. The 
Fi*lmch army retired upon Viitoria. A gallant attack was made upon a 
division of French infantry by the light division, which drove the 
enemy from a strong position, walking them down. 

The army was collected on the 20th, and we visited the outposts that 
evening, which were held by a brigade of Portuguese dragoons, closely 
supported 1^ the 4tli division. When we gftt to the picipiet, a flag of 
truce, as it turned out to he, had come to the outposts, and driven in 
the videttes. The Portugue*se had made a proper kettle of fish of it, 
(We beg to be fexcused so homely an expression, — it is the most apt 
which occurs to us ; and we, do not mean to tell the story, which was 
Sbundantly ludicrous.) ' 

On the 21st, the following day, the battle of Vittoria was foaglit 
The field was a beautiful one, and probably the position was a pretty 
good one, although certainly too extensive for the army which occupied ^ 
it. The chain of hills on the French left was strangly occupied, and 
capable of a good defence ; Tbut Lor^ Wellington, by Virning the right 
of the enemy by a flank movement of General Grahai^’s coVps, threw 
them into confusion, and placed them in imrflinent danger of being 
idtogether destroyed# It has been said that the French army was equal 
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in force to the British ; but we doubt this^ excepting in artillery, in 
which arm the French were probably superior ; in cavalry we were 
decidedly superior, both quality and quantity : and as above 25,000 
men were detached under Generals Foy anch Clausel, they were pro- 
bably inferior to us in droops of the line. ' ' 

We have seen in some French work, that one of the reasons why 
Joseph fought at Vittoria, instead of retiring to the strong ground 
behind Salvatierra, was, that he wished for a field on which he might 
employ sa belle cavalcric , — a worse reason could not have been given 
for maintAining his position at Vittoria. wlTTC?i was a place of consequence 
to him, both from its own importance, , and as covering the road J/-' 
Bilboa, as well as those into France. We chanced to meet a cui5 on 
the French side of the Pyrenees, at whose house General Morlin had 
been quartered shortly after tke battle, who said that the general was 
furious, exclaiming against Joseph, and vowing that the matereil of 
three armies (that is to say the armies of the so'^th, the centre, and of 
Portugal) had been sacrificed to save fifty putaines and their baggage. 
This is a more likely reason, for Joseph thought more of ses belle Jilles 
than of sa belle cavalerie. Never was a general action in which cavalry 
was so little made use of. We do not recollect the charge of a single 
French squadron, nor of their being employed till the afternoon, when 
they behaved very steadily, and covered their infantry when it was hi 
confusion. 

It is more to be lamented that the British cavalry was so little em- 
ployed. Nothing could surpass the condition of the liorses, and nothing 
had been neglected to put that arm on the most elTicient footing. At 
the close of tlie action it is difficult to say 'vhat might not have been 
accomplished by a conihined attack of the cavalry and artillery ; and 
had the divisions been accompanied by a few dragoons during the battle, 
they would have been of great use in forcing the retreating columns to 
form, instead of their being allowed to run off in loose order, by which 
means they were enabled with ease to get away from our victorious 
infantry. It unfortunately happened that Sir S. Cotton, who liaif com- 
manded the cavalry since the battle of Talavera, and who continued'^to 
do so to the end of the war, was absent in England, and no one had 
been appointed in bis place. We believe that ilic gallant Baron Bocli 
was the senior officer ; but as he did not appear to take a lead in direct- 
ing the movements of the body, it is probable that he was not authorized 
to act as commander of tk^ cavalry. f 

The squadron to which the writer of these pages belonged was 
ordered to be ready to escort Lord Wellington on the morning of the 
21st, and turned out two hours before daylight. Tire day was just 
breaking when Lord Wellington galloped past the squadron, accom- 
panied by a single staff-officer, Jthd went directly towards the enemy’s 
videt^Jes, which were posted along the river Zadora. The first shot fired 
that day was at his lordsliip. As the day cleared Lord Wellington re- 
paired to an eminence, from whjehthe posts and most part of the French 
position could be seen. The covering squadron of course followed ; and 
the writer had th^ satisfaction of sitting witfiin a few yards of the great 
chief during the whole time he was directing the attack. It is difficult 
to describe the perfect coolness, nay, apparent unconcern, with which 
Xiorcl Wellington gave the most important orders, directing the advance 
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of a division as he perceived it could act with effect. In the early part 
of tlie morning, his eyes vYere continually directed to that part of the 
scene v^iere he expected to see the head of j^ir Thomas Graham’s 
column appear, which corja wa» intended to turn the enemy*s right, and 
v^^rtvent his retreat by the Bayonne road. Sir Tjiomas had found the 
roads worse than had been expected, which occasioned delay ; and we 
believe that the attack was made before his corps appeared. Sir Row- 
land Hill Jffad been warmly engaged for some time, and had driven the 
corps opposed to him from its position with considerable bloodshed. 

The last order wo heard ,vv^s, that the light division, supiiortod by 
the hussar brigade, sliould attack the round hill, which was covered with 
^VPtTojjs, and which, from the place we occupied, nearly blocked up our 
view of l^hc valley of the Zadora.^ As we descended to the foot of the 
round hill which the light division was to^attack, {i. e, to carry,) we saw 
its summit bristling with bayonets. To the top was an ascent of pro- 
bably tlircc hundred j^ards. We were behind the 52d, which was 
formed in echcllon, if we recollect rightly ; as ilic liill became steeper, 
we gained upon the infantry ; and before we had proceeded one hundred 
yards, we were close up to them. The writer was beliind Capt. Curry’s 
com[)auy ; perhaps the reader was acquainted with Hunter Curry, — if 
so, he will rejoice to be reminded of that gallant, honourable soldier, and 
warm-hearted friend ; if otherwise, wc must still beg to be allowed to 
oiTer our tribute of esteem to the memory of one whom we held dear. 
We have seen Curry in many situations, — in all of them wc recollect 
iJie perfect gentleman, the amiable and agreeable companion. Previous 
to the Peninsular war, when interesting sulqects were rare, he used to 
give the mess a detail of the events at the camp on the Curragh of 
Kildare ; and if he was* iittacked for telling an old story, he always 
managed to silence liis adversary by some witty, but always good- 
humoured remark. As we ascended tlie liill, he leant upon the neck of 
the writer’s horse, and nineteen years have not elfaced the pleasing re- 
collection of the kindly smile and beaming eye of our friend, who, 
elatediy the prospect of again walking down the enemy, said, “ If we 
dodiot find them at the top of the hill, we shall find them somewhere 
else.” As we approached the crest of tlie hill, we marched with silence, 
in nfomentary expectation of a volley. The French had retired ; the 
hussar brigade was halted and sent to the right, towards the high-road ; 
the 52d proceeded in pursuit, overthrew the French, and forced tliem 
back in collusion ; and the brave Cuiry recejved a mortal wound while 
in front of his company waving his cap on the point of his sword and 
cheering his men to fresh deeds of valour. After moving about for 
some time, the hussar brigade foriped in line, at a considerable distance 
in the rear. The Blues were in the act of dressing their line, when 
tiiiey were observed by the French battijries, which opened upon them, 
and the second shot killed one of the men. 

When the retreat of the French was general, the hussar brigade 
was ordered to the front. In our moVement to the front, we passed 
a fine brigade of Portuguese infantry* formed in line, and proudly 
advancing through some Mrn-fields, An English .tofficer who saw 
the French retiring before the Valorbsos, said, in their hearing, “ The 
enemy takes them to be English.” Immediately the ehsign advanced 
in front of the line, and waving the white banner of Braganza, shouted 
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Viva el principe It was pretty generally allowed, that under ordinary 
Circumstances, the Portuguese infantry was little inferior to ouij^ own, — 
thanks to the exertions' of Marshal Beresford, and the gallant British 
officers he placed in the Portuguese ranks. > 

The hussar brigade, was directed to the left of the town ; tlie ground 
was flat, and apparently well-suited to the operations of cavalry. In • 
passing through it we found jt intersected by deep gullcy8,^o broad as 
to make it necessary to ride into them. The 15th hussars were in front, 
and passed a dozen or more of these cuts in their passage round the 
towif, wi’thout meeting with any opposijf'uii. A few French infantry 
might be seen here and there. When we had nearly completed Uie^ 
circuit, a gun was brought up within two hundred yards ; we s.‘.w it 
unlimbered and loaded, and were in, momentary expectation K}f a dis- 
charge. Our advance, howover, was so rapid, although two of the 
gullies inte5fvened, that llie French had not even time to give us one 
shot, but passed oft' at speed. r 

We now entered upon an uninterrupted plain of s.ome extent, — it 
was a scene of confusion. Wc jiassed through a crowd of broken 
infantry, who threw down their arms, although probably some resumed 
them, and got a shot at the hussars when they had passed on. The 
leading squadrons of the 1 5th charged some French chasseurs, upset 
them, and completely cleared the foreground. It was then we perceived 
heavy masses of French cavalry, who did not attempt to deploy ; but 
Sir Colquhoun Grant discovered that lie was accompanied by the single 
regiment which he had gidlantly led into action. A staff officer had, 
most unwarrantably, stopped the other part of the brigade, and turned 
it through the town ; and liad not even giv/iij, notice to Colonel Grant 
that he had done so. As soon as Colonel Grant discovered what had 
happened, he rallied the 15lli, and formed line. But any furtner 
attack was out of the question ; indeed, had the whole brigade been up, 
the French would have been an overmatcli for it. But an attack would 
have been justifiable, and even advisable, as the British centre was 
coming up, and would soon have compromised the safety of the "French 
dragoons. As it was, some skirmishing and cavalier sabreing occuned ; 
when Captain Webber Smith’s guns arrived, and as soon as he could 
clear away our men, he opened with canister shot upon the retiring 
dragoons, who • abandoned the wliolc of the baggage of the French 
army, waggons, carriages, and packages of every description. The 
dragoons attempted to curry off some mules, but their leads were too 
heavy, and they were nearly all taken. In the ditches were seen mules 
struggling to shake oft’ their cargoes, gufis which had been abandoned 
by the artillerymen, and dying horses which had boon struck by the 
grape-shot. One of the divisions of infantry came up to our right, it 
was preceded by Captain Norman Ramsay, with some guns. He was 
pressing forward witli as much anxiety, as if tlic success of the day 
depended on his personal exertions. As s6on as he saw the column of 
French dragoons he unlimbered, and dismounting, laid one of the guns 
himself, and marked the effects of its fire, heedless of our friendly 
cheer; so completely was he engrossed in his own occupation. We 
feel convinced that no man in the army was more entitled to promotion 
than this officer ; and <it was deeply to be regretted that he did not share 
in the honours which were bestowed for the victory. His valour was 
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to pass unrewarded, in consequence of a mistake which h^ 
been very unintentionally tnade by a staff officer. He was harshly 
dealt with, and we should at any other time hav^ told the story as we 
have lieard it ; but now, w^ien every foul-mouthed ruffian belches out his 
against the great chief, we cannot join in ^he cry against a man 
whose splendid talents are an object •of veneration to every military 
man. Norman Ramsay commanded the^ admiration of all his com- 
panions in^arms, — which after all, is the most pleasing reward of merit. 

After clearing the obstacles in the neighbourhood *of Vittoria, the 
French dragoons formed, retired in good order, prote(y,ing» the 
broken infantry. Then was the time that an efficient attack might have 
bceiivnade by the British cavalry. No attempt of the sort was made. 
The army soon after was halted, ^nd encamped in the advance of the 
town. We are decidedly of opinion, tli#t the close of the battle of 
Vittoria was one of the finest opportunities ever offered to the cavalry of 
a successful army. Tiie infantry had fully performed its duty. The 
arrangements tlie Commaivler-in- Chief had been sucli, that tlio 
enemy could at no time have hoped for a successffd jterniination to the 
battle. The divisions of the French army were defeated in succession : 
the whole of the guns, save two, had fallen into our hands, as well as 
the reserves of ammunition ; consequently the French inffintry had 
nqjthing to depend upon hut the cartridges remaining in the soldiers' 
pouches, which, in many of the divisions, must have been very small. 
The cavalry of the enemy was very inferior in number to ours ; and 
lastly, the retreat of the French lay through an open country. Had 
the attack of cavalry been unsuccessftd, which is a most improbable 
supposition, the enemy ,cdu1(J not have profited by our failure. The 
infantry was coming up, and would have prevented the adverse cavalry 
fr^rn taking advantage of their success. ]3ut on the other hand, sup- 
posing the British horse to have driven the French dragoons out of the 
field, the infantry mob was at their mercy. Many thousands of them 
must have been made prisoners, and those who escaped would have only 
found Safety in retiring from the high road ; and in the hill country, 
wo^dd have fallen a prey to the guerillas. Is it possible lliat any one 
can be so unreasonable as to blame the British cavalry for not taking 
advahtage of these favourable circumstances ? We answer yes. There 
are but too many who find it easy to censure the cavalry ; asserting, 
that the infantry fought a hard battle, and gained a victory, while the 
dragoons wsuld do nothing. • 

We recollect hearing of a major of brigade, who threatened to 
punish a guard for coming if file sliort, (i, e.) to punish the thirty-nine 
files who did th«ir duty, for the ffudt of the fortieth which was absent. 
It is equally unfair to censure the British cavalry, who cannot be accused 
(Tf remissness in the performance of tlie\luty required of them, and who 
were most anxious to be employed ; and, on that occasion, felt confident 
of success. By liis own genius, and by the bravery of his infantry, 
Lord Wellington had gained a signal viqtory. He had freed the north 
of Spain of the Frencli by one battle. The French were perfectly 
unprepared for such a disaster, as ma^ be drawn from-* the state of the 
garrison Pampluna, which had not two months' provisions ; aUhough by 
economy, and by feeding upon horse-flesh, the. place was enabled to 
hold out much longer. Napoleon was in want of soldiers, and iSoult 
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found some difficulty in getting together an army to carry supplies into 
Panipluna ; which difficulty would have beerf augmented, had tlie victory 
of Vitloria been follo^ved up, and a number of prisoners secured. The 
only book on the Peninsular war wo have at hand is, Coloncd Jones' 
Account of the AV'i^r in Spain and Portugal.” ColonelJones sUte^ 
the loss of the French at ten •■thousand. VV’^e should doubt its being , 
80 great. As the French had nearly all their artillery (one hun- 
dred and fifty-three pieces) *^in action, the attacking part/ necessarily 
must have sulfered the greatest loss in killed and wounded ; and wc 
nev(r; ho^ird of above two thousand prisqjjftrs. 

So much blame has been attached to me late Sir Harry Burrard for 
not allowing Sir Arthur Wellesley to follow up the victory of VijpdK, " 
and the censure having been even carried on to Sir Hew Dalrymple* s 
account, for making the subsequent convention, that wc must*beg to be 
allowed to institute a comparison between the circumstances of the 
British army after these two victories. At V^iineira, Sir Arthur Wel- 
lesley, known only as the conqueror of Holkar, was at the head of a 
gallant army of young soldiers. The French had' a fine body of 
cavalry, which had taken little or no part in the action ; and a fresh 
brigade of French infantry arrived from Lisbon just as Junot com- 
menced Iiis retreat. Tlie British had a couple of hundred light 
dragoons at the beginning of the day, but they had been a good deal 
employed, and tlieh’ gallant commander bad been killed. At Vittdfia 
Lord Wellington was in a very dilToront position. At Talavera, 
Busaco, Fuentes, and Sali^manca, he had defeated the most eminent (,>f 
the French marslials. “L'enfant gate,” in his hands, had no longer to 
boast of the caresH^s of fortune. Tlie army of Portugal, which pro- 
posed to drive the English into the sea, w^as'sent back uilhout inflicting 
on our armies a ihiid part of the loss it sustained itself. Marsiial 
Marmoiit, who was considered the most skilful manceuvrerin the French 
army, was beaten at Salamanca, having been fairly out-manuuuvrcd by 
the English general, who had, at this period, arrived at the highest 
point of military distinction. The British infantry felt theirisvlves to 
be invincible. The cavalry was in beautiful order, and superior iu 
number to the enemy. The French army had lost its guns and stores, 
and was dis])irited by a series of defeats, and, conscious of its inability 
to clieck the British infantry, was in full retreat, and absolute disorder. 
We would ask, vvliich of these two victories might have been followed up 
with the best prospect of success ? Jt is an idle question, yjhich admits 
but of one answer. Lord Wellington had accomplislied the great object 
to which his efforts were directed, and li? did not descend to what was 
comparatively of minor importance. ^ ^ 

We wish to point out, that the cause of the cavalry doing so little, 
was not any inherent defect in Eiat body ;• but Lord Wellington having 
achieved a brilliant victory, did not choose to commence a cavalry 
fight; which, if it had terminated honourably to tlie French, would have 
been a small ofl*-set to the defedt they had suffered. 
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I 

At a coffee-house in liondon I became acquainted with a gentleman 
^)vhose singular life is worthy of being Telated. iVom the first moment 
1 felt interested in the stranger : the naval uniform, and his handsome 
sunburnt Countenance, showed he had Visited foreign climes. We 
generally dined at the same table, but seldom addreifsed each other. 
A circumstance, however, brought us intimately acquainted. Indis- 
position had for some time confined me to my apartment ; when 1 
"W^j^ned to the coffee-room I found my friend in his usual place. He 
welcomed me with a kind smile, saying, You have been a long time 
absent, Sir ; I am afraid you havfe been qnvvell ; and indeed, from your 
palfeness, I fear you suffer still.'* The restraint which at> first existed 
between us being tliys removed, we soon became intimate, and the 
more I saw of my new friend, ^the more I esteemed the qualities both 
of his head and heart. One day he invited me to tp,ke a sail with him 
as far as Greenwich, and we soon reached that noble liospital, which is 
a refuge for more than two thousand invalid seamen. We had scarcely 
entered the court when I observed that the eyes of my companion were 
anxiously in search of some one. With hasty steps he approached an 
dtd sailor, with snow-white hair and a weather-beaten countenance, who 
was seated on a bench warming himself in tlie sun. The moment the 
^old man saw the Captain, he instantly rose ayd touched his hat. “ Why 
my old shipmate,” said the Captain, you seem to be lying quietly at 
anchor here ; you have tumbled into a secure and peaceful haven after 
tlie storms of life.” “ Tl/anks to my King and to you, Sir,” said the 
i4d man, with a cheerful smile, while he again resumed his seat, “ I still 
sail with a fair wind, and hope to enjoy a few more years yet in this 
quiet haven. This day twenty-five years since,” he continued, with a sig- 
nificant wink, “ we little tliouglitto live to see tliis day, or to reach such 
a scegre port ; and to think that I still sail with a fair wind, and have 
anchorage in this good haven here, to rest from all my toils and cares, 
is more than I could have looked for. Take it not amiss that I speak 
thus freely ; but our meeting this day brings back many a long yarn.” 
“ Yes, yes, Tomkins,*' said the Captain, “ this day .twenty- five years 
since, was a dreadful day ; and I would not have given sixpence for 
either of o^r lives ; but courage and firmnejss often overcome danger, 
as the Spectre found who so obstinately persisted in taking up his 
quarters with us.” Tomkiryj gave a significant nod in reply ; and my 
friend having spoken a few words aside to the old sailoc slipped some 
money into his hand, and we leftliim, 

• On our return my friend informed me that Tomkins liad served many 
years under him ; that he was steady and faithful, and that he owed to 
him his life. This account gave nie a desire to liear more '6f his 
history, and I requested my friend tO gratify me. “ Yes,** said my 
companion, with a thouglitful look, “ ii* is indeed a wonderful stpry, of 
which I have never yet tijjoken; but to you, ypung friend, I will 
confide what has never yet crossed my lips : — 

“ About twenty-five years since I served as ^Lieuten^nt on board the 
Minerva. Our ship had gone as convoy to some merchant-vessels 
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bound to Canton, and it was our intention to return the same way as 
Boon as they had taken in their lading. TIfe season was far a^lvanced, 
and we were prepared tO' encounter many dangers. The Captain of the 
Minerva was of a stern and determined character, and so obstinate that 
he would listen to no one's advice* Avarice was his ruling passli^Tn ; 
and from this vice the crew suffered great privations, as he never laid 
in stores sufficient for the voyage, but trusted to receiving a supply 
from the merchant-vessels should it be required, without reflecting that 
if we were to be separated from them, our situation would indeed be 
dreadful.^ As we lay at anchor at JavaJL thought it my duty to warn 
the Captain of what might take place; but he replied that it was no^^ 
business of mine to meddle in matters that did not concern me * 
that unless 1 wished to bring punishment upon myself, 1 would instantly 
desist from my impertinent interference. Upon this I was silent, and 
although we .had the fruitful coast of Java before our eyes, yet no one 
dared approach the island. At length we put to sea, and sailed between 
Sumatra and Malacca, through the dangerous straits. Here it was 
that our Captain showed his skill and courage. With the greatest 
ability ho piloted us through the numerous rocks and sand-banks by 
which we were encircled, and the merchant-vessels followed in our 
course. W^e safely passed the dangerous sound ; but we had hardly 
reached the open sea, when a dreadful storm arose, which raged during 
the whole of the night. Our vessel, though good and strongly built, 
yet sustained soine damage, though fortunately not of much consequence. 
But you may imagine our Jiorror, when daylight broke, on finding that 
the ships under convoy had all disappearred. Not a sail was to be seen. 
For the first time, the captain seemed anxious and discomposed. All 
on board were aware that the cutter had only provisions for a few days ; 
the evil which I had anticipated had now overtaken us ; and with oiie 
voice the crew insisted that we should return, and procure provisions at 
the first port. This proposal recalled the captain to himself. A dark 
shade overspread his countenance, while, with a voice of thunder, he 
exclaimed, ‘ Silence, every man of you ! The first who dares tv mur- 
mur, I shall hang at the yard-arm. 1 know my duty; I command here; 
my orders shall be obeyed, though every soul should go to the bottom.* 
To this none had the courage to reply. I myself could not but wofider 
at this bold speech. 

For some days we continued to cruise in the Eastern Ocean, without 
meeting a single sail, and always receding from the coast, The daily 
rations at length were so diminished that, from exhaustion, the crew 
were disabled from working the ship. I now remarked that the Captain 
had become extremely irritable ; his countenance alternately changed 
from the flush of fever to the paleness of death. The orders which he 
formerly issued with determination, were now given with intemperance,' 
and if not instantly obeyed, the crew were severely punished. Amongst 
others, Tomkins was harshly punished for a very trifling fault ; but on 
my remarking that this was from the effects of fever, he thought no 
more of the matter. The same day, the Captain died. His body was 
the first that was /^ood for the fishes : but mflhy were to follow. Already 
had the Spirit of Destruction markM us for his prey. 

After the Captain’s death, I assumed the command. As I thought it 
probable that the dispersed vessels were driven to the coast of Sumatra^ 
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I determined to bend our course there» and thh determination gave uni- 
versal B|tisfaction to the crtiw. The slate of exhaustion, however, to 
which hunger had reduced us, rendered our nea^hing the coast so im- 
probable, that a feeling despondency took possession of us. Not- 
withstanding all our economy and care in regard to distributing the 
provisions, to our horror we found that we had only one day’s allowance 
on board ; and, even with a favourable wind, we could not expect to 
reach the nearest coast in less than five or six days. With a heavy heart 
I watched the ship s course, which, with a slight wind, n^ved slowly on. 
The heat now became oppreasiye. I was the only one on deck^ When 
twilight began, Tomkins approached with a mysterious look, and said, in 
aTtiiJf-wliisper, ‘ Lieutenant, if goes ill with us ; in a short time the 
Minerva be driven out to the open sea. Have you not remarked 
the oppressive heat ? See how her sail^ flap together ! All hope is 
past, for there will be a dead calm, which will last for many days/ 
‘ Tomkins,* I replied, i you yesterday predicted calm weather ; it may 
be so ; but may we not be fortunate enough to procure some fish or wild 
fowl ? or perhaps we may fall in with some vessels tli^t will bring us as- 
sistance V ‘ Sir,* answered Tomkins, with a serious look, ‘ don’t be 
offended tliat I sj)cak my mind freely. I am not the man to grumble at 
the want of provisions. Do you think that an empty larder is depressing 
to me ? that that is the evil I dread ? No, no ; old Tomkins has suL 
fered that privation too often to be cast down by it. But,’ continued 
he with earnestness, ‘ tliere is a spirit coming on b^ard, which is 
rfilways the forerunner of destruction. Do you see nothing. Sir? Do 
you not observe something extraoRlinary upon deck ? Hist 1 it 
moves!* he exclaimed irj a ^suppressed voice. And now I did re- 
mark that the evening mis’t h*ad assumed a strange and spectral form, 
w4iich laid itself down upon llie deck. ‘ How, Tomkins ! * said I in 
an ironical tone, * have you no other grounds for your anxiety than 
the phantoms wliich are raised by the mists of the evening ? You, 
who are an old sailor, ought to know that this frequently occurs with- 
out any evil agency/ ‘ Ah, to be sure,’ grumbled the old sailor, 
^ every cabin-boy would stare at me if I did not know that ; but a fog 
in this shape, and upon these seas, is something worse than common 
evefling mist. Have you never heard, Lieutenant/ he continued, ‘ of 
the Sea Spectre?’ I shook my head. ‘Well,’ said, he, ‘ I shall tell 
you of this spirit, of which I have heard from old sailors who have been 
in these S6«is. It is well known that this spectre comes on board every 
vessel which has the misfortune to enter these seas. Over the winds 
and the provisions has this spirit, which is called the Spectre of the 
Mist, no power^ but only over the, wretched crew. It takes its place at 
the helm, and steers where it thinks fit. This spectre seems every 
\noment to increase in size ; it begins to move a few steps from the 
helm, to which it soon returns, and at every step it takes dooms its 
victims to death ; but if it once reaches the other end of the ship, all 
ho^ is lost, and the spectre either brings the captive ship on a rock, or 
sinks it in the deep.* 

“ The story of the old sjflfor appeared so truly ridiculous, that but for 
our melancholy situation 1 would h^ve laughed outright. .* Tomkins/ 
said I, as I turned to go to the cabin, ‘ 1 feaf not ;^ur spetre ; we 
have enough of real evils, without troubling ourselves with a fa^lous 
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spirit.* — ‘ We shall see enough of it by and bye/ gtumbled the bid 
man as I left him. 

“ Want of sustenance!, and the fatigue of watcliing upon decfe, had so 
much exhausted me, t'liat I soon fell into a deep slumber. About mid- 
night I was suddenly awakened by a dreadiul tumult on deck 
noise of voices, the clashing of sjvords, and the firing of pistols, became 
tremendous. I flew to the door, but, to my rage and disappointment, I 
found it locked. This is mutiny, — was my first thought. I called on the 
mate, the boatowain, on old Tomkins, but no one answered me, I 
went, to^ the cabin window, and listene^l attentively ; the tumult ap- 
peared to be over the gangway. I fired my pistol, but no notice was 
taken of it. 

“ It was nearly Jin hour before the affray ceased ; I heard the boatswain 
exclaim — ‘ Surrender instantly, you rascals ! or, as sure as you are 
imps of SatE^n, 1*11 fire the powder-room, though we all should dance in 
the air together.* This threat seemed to take e^ect, for I again heard 
the boatswain say — ‘ Ah 1 it is well, old boy ; and now I will bind you 
BO tight, tliat the blood will spring out from your finder ends. And 
now, Tomkins,’ he added, ‘ you may go and free the lieutenant, whom 
we locked in.* 

“ In a few minutes the cabin-door flew open, and old Tomkins entered, 
who told me that the crew had broken open the provision -room, and 
had helped themselves to all that they found there; and that some^bf 
them had entered into a conspiracy to barricade the cabin-door, and 
leave the vessel to its fate. ^ Tliey carried the stolen provisions on decl^ 
where an unexpected reception awaited them : they were immediately 
attacked by that part of the crew who would not join in their enterprise, 
and a severe conflict ensued. In the mefintliric, some of the mutineers- 
had, unobserved, placed the provisions in the boat, which they instantly 
lowered into the sea; and having taken possession of it, they were soon 
joined by their companions, who had the good fortune to fight their way 
through those who opposed them, and to reach the boat in safety. Deep 
was the indignation of those who remained at the treachery their 
companions. All had taken to fliglit except four, who had been placed 
as a guard at the door of the cabin. I immediately ordered lights to be 
hung out, and sent several shots after the cowardly rascals, which unfor- 
tunately missed them, and they soon vanished in the dark. In the 
gangway we found many dead, and some severely wounded : the first 
we lowered into the sea, and we bound up the wounds of^ the latter. 
Our situation was now indeed deplorable. 

“ At break of day, as I stood mournfully upon deck gazing upon the 
calm sea, old Tomkins again approached mi?, saying, ^ Well, Sir, you 
yesterday laughed at me for telling" you the spectre Would pay the 
Minerva a visit ; but I don*t think that you will again lake the old sailor 
Tomkins for a man who troubles hia head with a fabulous spirit.* In 
truth; 1 did again observe something standing immoveable by the helm, 
which appeared like the figure of a very large, tall man. Without wait- 
ing to reply to Tomkins* renrark, I quickly approached this singular 
apparition. The jatarer I approached it, the more indistinct and sha- 
dowy it became. When I reached the place where the phantom stood, 
to ray astonishment it had disappeared ; but the instant 1 left the place, 
the Spectre re-appeared/ and assumed the singular form of an old sailor 
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in a bending attitude. * See, Lieutenant/ said Tomkins, ‘ the spectre 
makes himself sure of a good prey during this night, because he is seen 
more distinctly. He will now begin to take •command of the ship, 
which he will keep for day|.* I icnew not what to think of this matter, 
button being called down to the cabin, where two of the steersmen lay 
mortally wounded, I cautioned Tomkink to say nothing of it to any of 
the crew, aj not a man would stir from horror of the apparition. I 
found botli ihe wounded men at the point of death. The same day, 
four more of the crew died, and at midnight we had only Welve men on 
board the Minerva. • • 

“ When we sunk the last body in the sea, I looked towards the helm, 
ISuFtlte apparition had vanished.' Tomkins, who stood beside me whis- 
pered, thf^ it would again appear ip the evening, and tliat it would be 
more distinctly seen than hitherto. We had paid the last honours to 
the dead, and my unhappy comrades had gone below to avxiid the op- 
pressive heat, and I sto<i<l lost in thought on our melancholy situation ; 
not a breath of ^air cooled the burning atmosphere; not a star glim- 
mered in the wide horizon. Our vessel rocked from, side to side, the 
helm had lost all power over her. I now apportioned what remained of 
our provisions to the crew, for myself I retained none. Tomkins was 
still the most active and unrepining. 

“ As soon as I had dealt out the small remains of the provisions, I 
returned on deck. Here I found my favourite dog, Cynthio, who, the 
moment he saw me, turned with feeble steps towards the helm, and 
J^oking stedtastly on the place, began to hojvl. Sorrowfully I called 
the faithful animal' to me, ‘ Cynlhiof said I, ‘ for many years you 
have faithfully served your,master : you must now receive your death 
from his hand.' I need not express to you what my sensations were; 
sewing my pistol, a deep groan followed the shot, and then all was still. 
The report brought all the crew upon deck. With a bitter sigh I gave 
the dog to the poor fellows. Their repast was soon prepared, and they 
all expressed their gratitude for the sacrifice I had made. When Tom- 
kins reiurned upon deck, he approached me and said, ‘ Lieutenant, you 
are«a generous man, and spare nothing to your crew.' ‘ Truly, I have 
never had that in my power until now,' said I ; ‘ I have done nothing 
morePthan you wouhl have done, had you been in my place, Tomkins, 
for I think you a warm-hearted fellow.' ‘But,' answered Tomkins, 
‘ I would rather have kept the dog for another and a worse time, which 
we may yet^ee.' 

“In the evening I felt some one touch my shoulder; I quickly 
turned round, — it was Tomkins. ‘ Our steersman is here again,* he 
whispered ; ‘ see, how restless he ^becomes, and how he strides back- 
wards and forwards. Courage will not help us here ; those over whose 
heads he walks, are doomec? by him, iSnd he makes himself sure of us 
also.* I now looked towards tiie lielm, and saw the spectre more dis- 
tinctly than I had done in the morning. On approaching nearer, I 
remarked with horror and astonishment two eyeless sockets ; and the 
dark and furrowed countenance of tlie phihtom was meagre and ghastly. 
With crossed arms and mettsured steps he paced between the helm 
and the mast. I summoned my couVage to my aid, approached and 
addressed him ; but, he silently continued his wal|^, witliout appearing to 
have observed me. I now drew my sword from the scabbard, and made 
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« thrust at the unbidden guest, but it only cut the aii^, and the spectre 
quietly pursued its wanderings. ^ You aw right, Tom kins, ^’’csaid I, as 
I turned to the old lyaft ; * Satan has taken up his abode With us, and 1 
have no power to drive him away.* With teeling of terror, which till 
then I had never experienced, I went forward, leaving the spectre to 
continue his walk undisturbed. * The moon had risen ; the heavens Were' 
bespangled with stars: Totpkins and I were sitting upon^deck, lost in 
thought, when suddenly a wild song arose from the steerage — without 
doubt the unfortunate beings were endeavouring by this means to restore 
thek cheerfulness. As I was still in hopes that the spectre would sud* 
denly vanish, I looked towards the helm, but to my disappointmejjj; 
still saw him pacing backwards and forwards as before. Since thef^en- 
ing 1 had allowed all the work of ^he ship to stand, as the famished 
crew were quite unfit for service ; and as no exertions on our part 
could be of the slightest use. All was now quiet in the steerage. That 
is the calm of desperation, thought I ; and as tnonc of them came on 
deck to enjoy the cool breeze, 1 went down to enquire, the reason, and 
to my surprise I, found them all in a state of insensibility. They had 
emptied the last anker of rum ; the empty keg lay upon the table, and 
the unhappy crew were extended on the ground, without any signs of 
life. At first, I thought it was from intoxication, but on finding behind 
the empty anker, a bottle with opium inscribed upon it, and wliicli ^as 
also empty, I soon found that the miserable wretclies, to console them- 
selves under their privations, had had recourse to this dangerous and 
fatal remedy. I hastily called Tomkins, and told him my suspicions^;- 
we tried to restore them to conSciousnesS, but without success. ‘ Sir,* 
said Tomkins, ‘ I greatly fear none of thpsej>por fellows will ever come 
to life again : take notice, ’tis not for nothing the spectre is walking 
over their heads.* He was right. The same night eight of the unhaj)py 
crew died in violent convulsions : but the boatswain and cabin boy 
became sensible next morning. They told us that they had all partaken 
of the drug, for the purpose of delivering them from their wretchedness. 
As they Inid frequently indulged in the use of opium, its operarton was 
slow, but at length death asserted his power, and by mid-day all "Was 
over. 

“ With a mind full of sadness, I paid the last rites to the dead. 'Pom- 
kins was still active and cheerful, whilst I, who was much younger, 
could hardly support myself upon this sorrowful occasion. When all 
was concluded, I became»extremely faint. I threw niyselfi down upon 
deck ; everything appeared to move around me, and 1 soon fell into a 
stupor: my thoughts wandered and beca\ne unsettled. I dreamt that 
I was on a fertile coast, and that several persons approached me with the 
most delicious fruits. A number of slaves came near, bearing in their , 
hands cups of gold, which emitted the most delicious perfumes. Frofn 
this^ enchanting vision I suddenly awoke ; but on opening my eyes I 
thought I still dreamt, for Tomkins stood before me, holding in his 
hand some of the fruit I had seen in my dream. Without enquiry I 
took part of it, from which l’ found great refreshment. Enquiringly, I 
looked at Tomkins, who, in confusion, ffirew down his eyes. * How 
came you by this fruit, Tomkins*?* I asked after a pause: ‘ Did you 
twim for it to-^day, sir ? — that*s a sign we must be near some coast* 
MOd XomkittE $ * but I iwfttn it when w« htjr ftt fttKboV 
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on the coast of Java.’ ‘ Impossible, Tomkins V I replied, as I 
angrily sj^rung up ; ‘ surely you could not have kept this refreshing 
fruit when so many of your messmates were* cj^ing of want?* 
give you my word, sir,* ^aid Tomkins with a firm voice, ‘ I have 
alv\%y8 divided my rations with them: they are, now dead; but not 
• from famine alone, but from their wouifds, and the opium they drank.' 
This reply placed the old sailor in a very favourable light. He told me 
he had overfieard my conversation with the captain, in regard to our want 
of provisions, in consequence of which, when keeping watch during the 
night, he swam secretly to the , shore, bought some fruit, and iretilfned 
without being missed. He expressed his happiness at having an oppor- 
of showing his gratitude to me, for having saved him from a 
punishment with which the captain^had threatened him. We now went 
down to tlie steerage, where he showed m# where he had hid the fruit, 
arid some cocoa-nuts, under an old chest. 

“In the evening oun spectre friend again appeared : he was even 
more restless than ever. With rapid steps ho quickly strode to the 
bench where we sat, and with a commanding air he stretched forth his 
right hand. ^ On his deep furrowed features lay the expression of a 
fiend. By heavens, my young friend, I have stood the battle’s thunder 
without feeling the terror which seized me at the sight of this spectre ! 
The nearer it approached me, a shudder ran through my veins. The 
ArTadful feeling of expectation which filled me, at every turn the spectre 
took, became at length so insufl'erable, that drawing a pistol from my 
J^lt, I fired at this wandering spirit ; but it had not the least effect on 
him. ‘ Of what use is it, sir,’ said Tortikins, as I threw myself in deep 
disappointment by his side,, ‘ no human hand can injure him. We, too, 
arc marked out for his sacrifice, and he is compelled to continue his 
wandering over the whole ship. If he again comes this way we are 
lost. You had better now write down the melancholy intelligence, how 
that the cutter Minerva and her crew were sunk into the sea.* 

“ In the evening the spectre again began its wanderings, which conti- 
nued till next morning. After wc had divided the last cocoa-nut, 
‘ Tomkins,’ said I, ‘ I owe my life to you, and the service you have 
rendered me is the more to be praised, as you will probably live some 
days longer, and have nothing left for yourself. Let us, Tomkins, boldly 
meet death as brave seamen, nor fear the spirit as he -stands before us 
with his threatening looks and gestures.' Upon this I went down to 
the cabin, t% give an account of the destruction of the vessel and the 
crew. I had just finished my document, which was to be thrown into 
the sea, and believing my laet hour to draw near, I lay down in my 
hammock, when* I was suddenly aroused from my uneasy and disturbed 
slumber, by the joyful voice of Tomkins, who, rushing into the cabin, 
exclaimed, ‘Hurrah, Sir, ofir deliverribce is near. The spectre has 
disappeared, and a stiff breeze now fills the sails.’ I flew upon deck, 
and found to my relief, that the dreadful spectre had indeed taken to 
flight ; but I could not restrain a sigh*at the loss of the crew, as from 
want of hands we could make but little* way. ‘ Courage, Lieutenant/ 
said Tomkins, ‘ if this wirWt will not take us to ah^ vessels, it may 
bring them to us. The phantom hhs taken himself off, that is the 
princi|^l thing, and convinces me that we will soon* be -succoured.’ 
Tomkins wat no Atrong in this hope^ thftt in iho OYening ha hong, otti 
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lights, and fired a signal gun ; but, as the morning dawned, not a sail 
could we descry on the wide and solitary ocean. 1 now gave to de- 
spair, but nothing coi^d* damp the hopes of Tomkins. He ascended to 
the masthead, declaring he would stayHhere ^Aill he saw a sail, or die 
like a brave sailor. ^ This affected me much. I threw myself uj^oix 
deck, there to await our unliap^iy fate. I was soon roused from my 
painful reflections by an exclamation from Tomkins, of ‘ A ^ail I a sail ! 
— a sail before the wind V he exclaimed in breathless haste. The joyful 
intelligence instantly restored my strength. While Tomkins fired a 
signal gi^vn, I went up the mast, and there saw, not one, two, or three/ 
but four sail. It was the fleet which we had convoyed to Canton, and, 
to my great joy, I saw the vessels bending their course towards us.^ " 

“ I was soon in the arms of my friends. Some sailors whq* were on 
board, informed us, that the spectre was the apparition of a Portuguese 
corsair, who'two hundred years ago had drowned himself in the Eastern 
Ocean, from remorse at having, in the most cruol manner, allowed his 
crew to die of hunger. o 

“ We returned to England. Tomkins made some new voyages with 
me, after which we went to Greenwich. He is now nearly ninety years 
of age : we have not met for a year ; and, my young friend, this is the 
anniversary of that day on which the phantom disappeared, whose pre- 
sence liad caused so much terror.’’ 


NOTICES OF RUCSIA'. 

A SINGULAR SUPERSTITION. 

Ip the winter is unpleasant in Pussia, the summer is not more agree- 
able. One would not so much mind the excessive cold of the former, 
and the heat of the latter, if one were but compensated for wlvat one 
has to suffer in those seasons, by the intervals between the two extremes, 
by spring and autumn. Spring, with its delightful heralds, is unknown 
in Russia. Tonlay the whole country, far as the eye can embracer, lies 
buried beneath a.n impenetrable covering oficc and snow; to-day it pre- 
sents an image of death and of one vast silent grave : — to-morrow the 
scene is totally changed, as if by magic. The wind has ,‘}hifted ; the 
atmosphere has become clear, and the sun, of whose existence on the 
preceding day you were scarcely aware, is already troublesome by its 
oppressive heat. The mass of snow which covered the ^vhole country to 
the depth of fathoms entirely vanislies in a few days, and the plants 
shoot forth vigorously from the. ground. The farmer, wlio, at the be- 
ginning of May, can scarcely defend himself from the cold, sows his 
corit at the end of tliat month, and before two more months have elapsed 
the crops are harvested and winter is again at hand. The progress of 
vegetation is so rapid that you'ean scarcely enjoy it, and the land which 
was lately buriec^ beneath deep snow has assumed the nature of a hot- 
bed. Th^ government of Kasan,^for example, one of the most fertile 
in. the empire, has, throughout its whole extent, the richest soil for gar- 
denutg, and there grows the finest wheat, frequently to the height of tt 
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man. But scarcely is it sown before it lias shot up to its full growtii, 
and thjn its lively green "colour turns to the yellow of autumn, and it 
disappears from the fields, leaving behind nothii^g but its stubble, wliicli 
is soon intercepted from j^iew by a thick mantle of snow. Here in the 
open air flourish, as in a forcing-house, all the pr/Dductions of the South 
which require but a sKort time for iheii' maturity ; for instance, the finest 
asparagus grows wild in damp places, and far surpasses in flavour that 
reared witn so much care in our gardens ; and excellent melons, espe- 
cially the water-melon {cucurhita cili'ullus), such as I fiave never seen 
anywhere else, though the peasant sows them like his corn, ii^th^opcn 
ground, and tlien leaves them entirely to mother Nature. On the other 
iiTiflir], such things as require a* longer period for tlieir maturity will not 
thrive hgre, unless kept in garder^s and hot-houscs. Our most common 
plum-trees are reared in separate tubs, li|^e orange-trees, in the grecn^ 
house, and removed into the open air on the finest summer days only ; 
and the sloe, which \^th us runs wild in every field, must be treated in 
the same manner if you would, obtain fruit from it. It is nevertheless 
not uncommon for the heat to rise, for about five oi* six weeks, to 30® 
Reaumur in the shade ; and the almost incessant presence of llie sun 
during thfit time renders the abode in the northern provinces not less un- 
pleasant than the excessive cold in winter. 

As, at the end of June and the beginning of July, the evening twilight 
» not nearly over when the morning twilight commences, you may see 
at midnight, even when there is no moon-light, to read print of mode- 
^rate size quite conveniently. This, though short yet prolific heat, seems 
to transform for a few weeks these at^ther times intensely-cold regions 
into a tropical country. After ten in the morning all occupations, even 
of the lower classes, are* susp'ended, and tlie shop- windows are shut, or 
merely those facing the north left open. From that hour till tliree in 
the afternoon the streets of tlie towns and villages are completely de- 
serted ; as each inliabitant tlicn seeks shelter in his house or garden 
from the scorching heat, and generally tries to sleep away this interval. 
The tgmperalure of the air and of the ground is such, that, on coming 
frqm a shady place to one on which the sun has been shining, you 
might fancy yourself at the mouth of a strongly-heated oven. It ener- 
vates all the bodily and mental powers to such a degree that you feel 
indisposed for business of every kind. If, out of ennuis you take up a 
book or a newspaper, you are presently in a profuse perspiration, which 
causes you j;o throw it down again, and to content yourself with gazing 
listlessly at the four walls of your apartment, and wishing for the return 
of the better times of the alUpenetrating, but at the same time bracing 
and strengthen ijpg, cold. , 

The summer in this country is further remarkable, inasmuch as, from 
the end of May to the beginhing of September, no rain falls, and thun- 
der-storms are extremely rare. This phenomenon is doubtless owing to 
the flatness of the country. For five hundred miles and more around 
Perm and Kasan there is not a hill of ahy consequence ; and the whole 
tract from Kiew to Ural, for a breadth ^df five hundred miles, may be 
called a plain, only here anebihere interrupted by ran^^ of gentle hills. 
The extraordinary fertility, especially of the government of. Kasan, to 
which I have already alluded, is occasioned bjr the intindation of the 
Wolga, which overflows annually at particular seasons as regularly as 
U. S. JouRN. No. 50. Jan. 1833. * f. 
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the Nile in Egypt, and converts the whole country, to the distance rf 
ten miles or more from its h,ed, for five or six weeks, into an i^imense 
sea. These inundations 't)f the Wolga and the other larger rivers, the 
Wijatka, the Kama, the Kind, the IrgXs, &c.<i which discharge them- 
selves into the Wolga, < render the countries through which they flow 'at 
once lively and fertile. At such seasons you may sail, either for plea- 
sure or upon business, in large two-masted vessels, carrying (rom six to 
ten. guns, and frequently upwards of a hundred passengers, over pastures 
and corn-fields, to the neighbouring towns, which. On this account, are 
all sehtcd* upon heights ; and, when th^ waters have withdrawn into 
■ their accustomed channels, the ground forsaken by them is covered, 
often a yard deep, with a fertilizing mud, in which, during the hot 'iSS- 
son, which now sets in, all vegetables grow rapidly and vigorously as in 
a hot-house. At the same Ihire pools arc left behind in the low grounds, 
where the wa*ters stagnate for several months, become putrid, and gene- 
rate malignant fevers in tlie months of July and August in tliese other- 
wise healthy countries. The ^ovcrnmenl of Ufa, in particular, is visited 
about that time by nn intermittent fever, wliich attacks the patient every 
seventh day only, but is so violent that it generally proves fiital. In and 
about Kasan, also, intermittent fevers, though not of so dangerous a 
kind, are exceedingly prevalent. In Kasan these fevers are quotidian 
or tertian, very rarely quartan, and they differ from the agues of other 
countries in this respect, that the patient experiences scarcely any shiver- 
ing, but feels a violent twitching in the spine, which is soon followed by 
excessive heat and violent head-ache, during which the pulse beats like ac 
hammer. For this fever the Rhssian physicians resort to no other 
remedy but bark. 

While on the subject of fever, I shall take leave to state a few par- 
ticulars respecting it, which arc probably unknown out of Russiu. 
With this disease the Russians associate a most singular superstition. 
These people in general, not the vulgar only, regard the intermittent 
fever as a female, who prowls about in the silence of night, seeking the 
victims of her often very capricious humour. This personage is called 
Lichoratka, and the same name is given to the disease itself. To show 
the notions of the Russians concerning this spirit in a clearer light, I 
will repeat the account given me by the late archimandrite (bishop), 
Israel of Kasan, a man universally respected for his sound understand- 
ing and great integrity, in his own words : — 

“ I was twenty years old,” said he, “ and secretary to tho*convent of 
Simbersk, the abbot of which had a particular partiality for me : it was 
he who decided me to adopt the ecclesiastical profession. One evening 
in the butter- week (at the commencement of Lent), I heard the loud 
sounds of music and dancing in the adjoining house, and though I was 
strictly forbidden to leave the convent at night, still I found means to 
get out uuj^hsCrved, and reach the window of the room where the ball 
was heldi r though this apartment was on the ground-floor, the windows 
were too ‘high to permit me to.^ee the merry inmates, and to gratify my 
curiosity. With difficulty and great fear^^of detection I at length clam- 
bered high enough, and to my great delight obtained a view of the 
joyous patty, apqng which 1 should so gladly have been. But my 
(pleasure was not destined to last long : for scarcely had I taken a sur- 
rely of the gay throng, when all at once a taU, slender female flgtire, 
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with a very beautiful face, came forth from the midst of it, with her eyes 
fixed upon me, and advanced towards the window where I was. An 
inward presentiment immediately told me thatMiis was Lichoratka, who 
had so often been described to *me by others. I was frightened, leaped 
dRwn, and sneaked home. I went dejectedly to bed, and some time 
after midnight awoke in a fever. I was ill with it five weeks, during 
which my^ good old abbot xisited me daily, and treated me with the 
greatest kindness. At the expiration of that time, I, took it into my 
head to direct my attendant to bring my old wolf-skin pelisse, which I 
used to wear on my tours of (inspection in winter, from the tt)p tJf the 
house, and to spread it for the sake of warmth over my bed. The fol- 
’ lotMng night Lichoratka appeared to me in a dream, if however it were 
a dream, and not a real vision, 'the very same dress inTwhich 1 had 
se^n her five weeks before. She entcted my room, and slowly ap- 
proached my bed. When she was quite close to me, she made a 
threatening motion., wish her hand, then raising it to her face, said, with 
a friendly smilp, ‘ Faugh ! how ill that pelisse smells ! I shall not stay 
here any longer, but go to Jessipow.’ This was the clerk of tlic con- 
vent, a robust young man, who, during my illness, had performed my 
duty with the abbot. Next morning, when the abbot came to see me, 
and I related my story, he told me that I was cured. Seeing me smile 
somewhat incredulously, he was almost angry, and solemnly protested 
TTiat the fever would not return, adducing a great nuihber of similar 
stories to confirm the assertion. Being at length convinced, and feeling 
^morc tranquil in consequence, I bethonght-»me of poor Jessipovv, who 
had probably been brought into the sfime scrape through me and my 
pelisse. The old gentlepian ^cheered me up, and averred that he knew 
no instance of Lichoratka being so malicious. In further confirmation 
of what he said, he sent my attendant to summon the clerk to my 
room ; but what was the astonishment of both, when he came back and 
told us that Jessipow could not come, because he was confined to his 
bed with a violent lichoratka ! The poor fellow lay ill with it all the 
autuiiwi, and at the beginning of the winter we buried him.*’ 

•Hundreds of such stories may be heard in Russia in every family ; 
and I advise foreigners to suppress a smile, or any other token of incre- 
dulity, if they would not wish to be taken for free-thinkers or madmen. 

Another disease, which I have not met with elsewhere, is still more 
extraordinary : it is called Bjelu Karatschki (white hot fever), but I 
could neve% discover the cause of this appeUation. I shall here state 
the individual case of a patient, the late General Serjeew, of Kasan, a 
highly-polished man, of excellent character, whom I had occasion to 
see almost daily during his illness, as well as several years before and 
afterwards. The disease be^ran, as usual, with a certain listlessness and 
languor, which, however, at first seemed to affect the mind more than 
the body. The patient, though he has a good appetite, and appears at 
least to sleep soundly, is overwhelmed^ with a gloomy .melancholy — in 
which, soon after the first days, the extraordinary notions which he 
betrays would seem to infer a derangement in the faculty of thought, 
and in the perception of extiBmal objects by the sensetr, that commonly 
lasts but for a short time, and often for but a few seponda. In the 
course of time, these deviations from sound views of things become 
more frequent and more striking. The body seems now to be affected. 
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as well as the mind, and the functions of sleep and appetite are dis- 
turbed, though the patient is not obliged fo keep his bed. peneral 
Serjeew attended to his*-usual domestic avocations, and being fond ol 
society, continued to entertain parties Of his ^acquaintance as usual. It 
was not long, however, before he became so much worse, that his wife 
strove to keep away all stranger^, and admitted merely intimate friends, 
who knew and could make allpwances for his situation. To |;he8e latter 
he made no secret of his complaint, but, on the contrary, related to them 
with the utmost frankness at night all that had befallen him in the 
day. ** Ar, wlien proper attention is paid to the ])atient the disorder 
seldom ends- fatally, but subsides in a few months, in many cases in 
a few weeks, as gradually as it came oh, people in general feel iiTtlC 
anxiety about it, and await its termination with patience. I had a 
long discussion with you thise morning,*' said the General to me one 
evening, taking me by the hand. 1 expressed my surprise, as I had 
not left my house the whole forenoon. “That ioes not signify,’* said 
he smiling ; “ 1 have nevertheless had a great deal of talk with you. I 
was sitting in my I'brary when I heard you coming ; I know your step. 
You rapped at the door, and I had to tell you to come in three times 
before you heard me and entered. We continued our yesterday's inte- 
resting conversation ; and though you defended your position .so man- 
fully yesterday, you were forced at last to yield. I was tired, 1 must 
confess, with the length of our disputation.” 1 said nothing, but tHe 
surprise expressed in my looks made him laugh. “ Well, well,*' sard 
he, I know as well as you do that you were not here, but still we did 
talk and battle it together stoutly. If llie thing would but soon cease, 
I should not carei, for [ assure you it is not unentertaining. I wish you 
liad been in this situation, and then you would perfectly understand me. 
I can accurately distinguish whether it is yourself that enters my door, or 
whether it is your, or rather my, apparition. I am quite aware that in 
the latter case I am under a delusion ; but I am forced, by a kind ol 
irresistible impulse, to give way to this delusion ; and then, to be sure, 
matters gel so bad that 1 do not know what I am about." 

At another time 1 was sitting on the sofa, in conversation with 
General Serjeew. He appeared quite rational, when, suddenly fixing 
his eyes on a portrait the size of life, hanging opposite to him, he ‘pre- 
sently commenced a colloquy with the picture. In about a minute he 
drew his hand over his brow, and begged my pardon if be had been 
talking nonsense. We |[esumcd our conversation ; and^^ with the 
exception of those moments, 1 could not discover any signs of blightnesa 
or false perceptions, such as he exhibited.. one evening, when, starting 
up all at once from his table, he begiyi an altercation w^th some person 
who, as he imagined, had just entered the room. Had he not told him 
that he would not have any nrore to do' with him ? why then did 
he trouble him again ? &c. A silence ensued, during which he seemed 
to listen attentively to the reply of the apparition, when he rejoined in a 
very pertinent m'anner, as I thotight; nor did he cease scolding till he 
had walked the intruder to th6‘door, and said hk prostshai (farewell); 
He then sat dovyri with us again, rubbed his hands, and remarked, “ I 
have been 3 little flighty again." ^ 

One morning when I entered his room, he appeared to be angry with 
me in good earnest. jSucli treatment, he said, he had not deserved at 
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my hands ; it was indeed too bad ; and the like. I begged him to explain 
himself ; and at length hd told me, that the preceding evening he had 
seen irom his window, winch looked out upov a fine large piece of 
water in the middle of tj^e town, a boat, in which I and several others 
df his acquaintance were singing satirical songs about him. He men- 
tioned with extreme indignation thfe opprobrious names with which 
I had hailed him as we approached the window ; and, in short, we had 
provoked lim to such a degree, that at last he sprang^ up, opened the 
window, and shook his cane at us. Conceiving, from the vehemence 
of his narration, that he might perhaps be under a delusion at*th«t very 
moment, I strove to pacify him, by turning the conversation to some 
(Ttfer subject, when he suddenly grasped my hand with his usual cor- 
diality, pciaiming — “ *Tis nothmg, nothing at all ; you are and shall 
be my good old friend ; I merely want%d to sec how you would take 
the story. Only think,” continued lie, laughing, “ that good fellow, 

Professor , was ij^re just now ; I told it to him, and added, what is 

very true, that when I shook piy t^'anc at l)im, he called me a sukinsin 
(son of a bitch). The poor man was so alarmeck that he seriously 
begged my pardon, and promised never to do so again. He was so 
allected that he could scarcely refrain from tears ; and I would lay any 
wager that he almost believes the whole story.*' 

In this way he went on for two months ; and I sliall only just relate 
ftie termination of the disease, because it may perhaps throw some light 
on its character, lie was lying quietly on his camp-bed after dinner, 
when his room appeared by degrees to become full of people. Accord- 
ing to his account, he seemed to be in^a market, where the people were 
closely crowded, and* approached nearer and nearer to the spot where 
he lay, from which theyhad at first kept at a distance, Thougli he had 
tfcfton had visions of llic sort, yet this was too much for him. He rang 
his bell ; and on the entrance of the servant sent for his surgeon, who 
bled him. “After this was done,” continued the General, “though 
the crowd of people in my room was not diminished, yet the individual 
figurqjj moving about in it became more and more transparent; and 
wljat particularly struck me, they seemed to contract themselves from 
the head and feet towards the middle of the body. At length, nothing 
was* left but the waists, and these were to be seen only as through a 
misty veil, till at length tliey too disappeared, and with them vanished 
every symptom of the disorder.” 

■ The gi iljjint General survived five years ip excellent health, and at 
last died suddenly, from the rupture of a blood-vessel. For the in- 
formation of the faculty, I may add, that he was of a plethoric habit of 
body, and frequently suffered froiq tlie piles. 

For the rest, only those patients who enjoy careful attendance in 
general recover, while persoAsof the indigent class consider this disease 
as incurable. Indeed, in the eight years that I passed in the country, I 
saw no small number of poor people carried off by the disorder. 
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FROU THB ;rOURNAL OP A ‘nAVAL ^3FFICBR. 

The town of Port Royal is a confined and wretched place ; the houses, 
which are crowded together, are constructed of wood, with balconies 
and piazzas before them, and are, with few exceptions, stores, liquor- 
shops, or lodging-houses ; and the inhabitants consist of store-keepers, 
Jews,' people of colour, negroes, and a few whites. The fortifications 
are extensive, and kept in the most efficient state ; and the troops h^p 
every accommodation the confined space allows. 

Tlie dock-yard, situated on the eastern side of the town, is small and 
compact, with every requisite Ibr a naval depdt, except standing sheers 
for getting in and out the masts of ships : this deficiency is greatly to 
be lamented, as the exertion used in the ordinary Vnethod is laborious in 
the extreme, and consequently, in so hot acclimate, very detrimental to the 
health of ships* companies who have to undergo the fatigue. I am 
6atisfietl that His Majesty’s service would be materially advanced if sheers 
were erected either upon the wharf or quay of the yard, or in a hulk. I 
could never understand the reason why this was not done long ago : if 
fear of the electric fluid strikmg the sheers was the cause, that might 
have been remedied by conductors ; and if the foundation of the quay 
was not likely to be sufficiently firm to fix the heels of the sheers and 
supporting mast, there could not be, that I am aware of, any objection' 
to a hulk. Those who have had Ihc experience of getting in the masts 
of large ships here, by means of temporary sheers erected on board, 
must be aware of the fatigue and ill consequence arising therefrom. 
The weight of a seventy-four’s mainmast is about twenty or tweiity-tvv^o 
tons ; a weight requiring, even with such purchases as are used, great 
bodily exertion, and must produce a great strain upon the nerves of the 
men employed. When tlie Hercule, 84, required sheers, spars long 
enough could not be found, and those brought out for the purposb were 
obliged to be spliced or joined logeilicr by lashings ; and the Theseus, 7 4, 
lost many men by fevers after getting her masts in. 

I recollect wlien that ship was hove down, keel out, alongside of the 
dock-yard, rather an awkward circumstance occurred to her, but which, 
liappily, was unattended with any ill consequence. Our frigate lay a 
short distance from the yard. It was just afternoon, wher. the people 
had gone to dinner, 1 was standing on the gang- way, looking at the 
movements of a marine sentinel, who was*struttmg at his unusual post 
on the broadside of the big ship, as' she lay like a huge leviathan or 
mammoth reposing ; and every now and then, in the buoyancy of his 
spirits, (his thoughts probably at that quiet moment liad taken flight 
homewards — or he may have been dwelling on the enseigne of the cor- 

i )oral, the angular strips — which by anticipation he beheld on his arm,) 
le would give his musket that^ort of flourish which the fugle-man uses, 
regulating the movement of his right foot accordingly, as he turned the 
extremes of his liromenade. I could not lielp smiling to myself at the 
seeming fhlicitpus situation of the royals and I was just in the act of 
turning to inake some observation apropos, to a brother Mid, when, to 
my astonishment, ajid the poor sea-soldier’s surprise^ in an instant, up 
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went the huge ship, with a surge and a swash, that brought all hands 
on bov<l of the other vessels, upon deck in a moment ; some, who were 
below at the time, thought it was an earthquake?, or rather, a sea-quake— 
^hilst others considerecithe ndise as proceeding from some monstrous 
spouting sea-animal of the balana tribe ; another, Pontopodon's gracken 
or kraketu — ^no doubt, however, the f)oor marine was never more asto- 
nished ai)^l elevated in the \vhole course of his eventful life ; — in ail 
instant, as the ship righted, he was thrown in an obli<j[Ue direction up- 
wards, and fell perpendicularly, heels to, souse into the water, where it 
was fortunate for him that there was not an open-mouthed skarlt ready 
to receive him. The poor fellow was soon picked up. 

^riie houses erected for the accommodation of the resident commis- 
sioner, Uie store-keeper, and the piaster-attendant, are light and commo- 
dious buildings ; and the different storcdiouses, sail-lofts, and capstand- 
sheds, &c. are all excellent. To the eastward of the dock-yard is the vic- 
tualling-office, and al^ the cooperage. 

The hospital for seamen and marines is situated at the western part 
of the town, close to the sea, and not far from the parade-ground. I 
believe, whatever is found necessary in an establishment of this sort, has 
been amply supplied. Tliei*o appeared, however, one or two circum- 
stances that should have been prevented: the nurses in the officers* 
^wards were too few, and very inattentive — and the barber, not always 
to be found. Upon some inquiry, it was ascertained that he was the 
doctor’s servant or slave, and was gone up to his master’s pen, and 
would not return perhaps for a week ; so, that the poor sick gentlemen 
were obliged to retain their beards thht time ; this should not have been, 
and 1 hope has long sy).ce J)een set right. I have no desire to rake up 
old grievances, but as such things may occur again, it is but right they 
Should be known, to be prevented by tliose who have the power to see 
that matters go on properly. 

It is singular, that there is not a convalescent-house, although essen- 
tially necessary in this climate, where putrid diseases are so prevalent, 
and^more especially as tiie area within the walls of the hospital is not 
<?alcu]ated, or of sufficient extent to afford the comfort desired. It re- 
quires no argument to prove the salutary advantage to convalescents 
in^being removed from the j)lace wherein tliey themselves have suffered, 
and where their less fortunate comrades are groaning under the torture 
of disease, or gasjiing the last breath in tlie struggle of life, and to be 
allowed benefit of daily moderate exercise in an open situation* 
There is not any circumstance which can tend to quicken the restoration 
to health, in tliis country,* more efficaciously than the recreation to be 
found in the retired walks of some quiet spot, where the shade of trees, 
and the cool refresliing breeze combine to mitigate the fervid blaze of 
the sun. I have myself been a patient in this hosjdtal for several weeks, 
and therefore speak from experience: it was, fortunately, in my power, 
after reaching a state of convalescence, to retire for a short time into 
the country, to receive the benefit ofjtho. air, &c. ; and the good effect 
produced by such removal, I have reason to be satisfied, essentially aided 
my recovery. Hut this is a favour enjoyed (at his^own expense) ex- 
clusively by the officer; the seaman, from the peculiarity of diis situation, 
is necessarily exempt from participation, anci he is cloomed to remain 
within the walls of the hospital, amidst the dreadful ravaufcs which dis- 
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ease is continually producing, until he is restored to such a , state of 
health and strength as to be able to join his i^iip ; or, should sh^ not be 
in port, of remaining ii^ the receiving-ship until her arrival. 

The situation of our seamen, under such circumstances, is one of such 
moment, as to require no apology from me in introducing the subject 
here. The value of their services to their country is a sufficient gua- 
rantee for any expense the nation might suffer in rendering their con- 
dition in every respect as co'mforlable as possible ; and l am well 
assured, that th(? humanity of the Lords of the Admiralty needs no other 
stimuli^s to exertion, than that their minds should be satisfied the cir- 
cumstance mentioned is one really requiring attention. There are two 
spots which appear calculated to ansNver ds a site for such a. buildirfg"; 
the first is Greeh 13ay, situated to the westward of tlie Fort Poin^at Port 
.Poyal ; and the other, is the jargest tjay, I believe called Lime Cay, 
lying just without the entrance to the harbour: tlic latter, perhaps, on 
account of its insularity, and if it be found .exteiisive enough, may be 
preferred, although it would require two f)r three years before the trees 
would rise and sprjpad suflicienlly to afford the desired shade. It may 
be remarked, however, that there are certain trees to be found in this 
fertile clime, that are of surprising quick growth : such as the bread- 
fruit, cassias, palmi-Chrisii, See. &c., besides parasitical plants that would, 
in a short time, form arbours impervious to the rays of the sun. 

Culinary vegetables might be raised in the garden attached to suclf 
a building, and the men, by attending to their culture, would recruit 
their strength, and, what is of equal consequence, keep their minds em- 
ployed, wliilst enjoying the condori of such repose. 

The excellent Captain Briggs, of the Orpheus frigate, sent all his 
invalids to this Cay, where tents were ereefed *fdr their accommodation, 
and the benefit resulting was equal to the cxpcclalions of that worthy 
and humane officer. Both tlie situations recommended are. open to the 
sea-breeze, a point most necessary to be attended to in this instance. 

It has come to my knowledge, since the above was noted, that there 
is a ship at Pori Royal fitted up as a convalescent vessel'; but although 
this may be very serviceable, and preferable to the men remaining at 
the hospital, yet it is a circumstance universally known and admitted, 
that sailors, or indeed any other class of persons who may be on ship- 
board, who have been ill, are never so quickly, or so effectually restored 
to health, as on land, 

‘‘ Oh, then, pfotect the hardy tar, • 

Be mindful of his merit, 

, And when again you’re plunge'll in war, 

He’ll show his daring<spirit.” • 

It has often struck me, when reflecting ott the immense profit which 
the contractors for vegetables and fruit retjp from the supply which they 
provide for the King’s ships, that were government to purchase a certain 
potion of land in the vicinity of the harbour, and lay out extensive gar- 
dtms for vegetables and fruits, gfeat saving would be the result; espe- 
cially during a W|r^ when the consumption of those articles is so 
immense, indeed, I see no reasoif why a government farm or pen 
for breeding’ cattle to supply beef and mutton to the fleet on the station, 
might not, under honest and intelligent overseers, be found of Uie great- 
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eat'advantage. A cajptain might be appointed as a sort of lord-farmer 
to the Ki|ig, with two pursers as assistants, to superintend the distribu- 
tion of the stock and fruit to the different ve^els in port. A small 
vessel or two might be kejit cons‘tantly employed in procuring bullocks 
from Cuba, at a very reasonable rate, ana sheep from the Bahamas, 
where they are sold singly for four dolfars, and are equal in flavour to 
our South-d<^n ; swine, too, iqight be advantageously raised, as well 
as poultry for the sick ; and the hospital furnish^ with tl^ese and other 
requisites. 

At present our men are supplied with fresh beef only, and thatIVe- 
fluently so bad, as to be returned or condemned, and hove overboard * 
If contractors, who are generally irtbrcantile men, having to purchase 
the stock 4 ind vegetables, &c. w*ith>vhibh they supply the ships on the 
station, from the farmers of the country, y<it manage to accumulate for^ 
tunes from the speculation, what a saving to the country would follow, 
were the government to^akc the concern info its own hands ! — That a 
benefit would accrue equal to the^nrost sanguine expectation, I have not 
the slightest doubt ; and, what is of equal consequenccf our men would 
then be supplied with "ood meat, and also a variety, w'hich of itself would 
be no small addition to their comforts, as well as to their healths ; for I 
believe it is admitted, that a change of diet is as essential, in the economy 
oLthe body, for the preservation of healtli, as a change of linen. 

According to the aspect of affairs at present, (1831,) as connected 
with Jamaica and our other West India settlements, I think it does not 

squire the inspiration of a prophet to predict, that ultimately — sooner or 
later— these must fall into the hands oT the blacks. With the proba- 
bility, therefore, of such^iV circumstance taking place, perhaps the 
government, instead of purchasing ground, which eventually it would 
be constrained to relinquish, might do well to appoint a commissioner 
and a deputy, avCaptain and purser, (it lias been observed, that officers 
of the navy who undertake agricultural pursuits, generally prove good 
farmers,) for the purpose of purchasing stock, vegetables, and fruit for 
the ship, at second cost, instead of third, as would be the case when 
conUactors are employed : such an arrangement might easily be ma- 
naged, and a pen hired, (on which the captain and deputy might reside,) 
near ffingston, to keep a certain number of cattle, &c., as should be 
found necessary to be always at hand for immediate use ; the fruits and 
vegetables may be bought always in the market, which, in general, is 
well and abuiji^antly supplied. Even after decVicting expenses, it must 
he obvious that there would be a saving nearly equal to the profits made 
by the contractors. • 

The guard-ship, occasionally honoured with the flag of the admiral, 
the Old Shark, housed over, and having her mizen-mast out, will long 
live in the remembrance of many officers. The “ Old Tub,” as she was 
usually called, having nearly foundered in a hurricane when commanded 
by Captain Herring, was so shaken, that she was deemed quite unsea- 
worthy ; and accordingly, was patched up* jind moored off the victualling 
wharf, there to do good service as long as her timbe/s held together. 
She was much too small for, jfhd unworthy of her occupation, — inspir- 
ing strangers, especially foreigners, w'fth anything but rpspecti by the 
pigmy display of that splendour which should always surround and 
throw its rays about the diernitv of station attached to the hifFhlv-imnort- 
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ant post of naval commandeir-in-chief, either at home or abroad. The 
mass of mankind are much guided in their "notions, opinions, ajid actions, 
by the amount of shoi^ and pomp which is displayed in the camp, petty 
court, or floating-palace of a chief, or 'other great personage : — this is so 
well known, (and it may be remarked every day, even by those Wlib do 
not study human nature very dTeeply,) that we find almost every govern- 
ment, whether civilized, demi-barbarpus, or absolutelyf savage, sur- 
rounding their public functionaries with all the splendid and gay attri- 
butes (according to their degree of refinement) of power, most likely to 
nttiact'the eye and impress the mind of the great and the little vulgar 
with admiration and respect. This seeming indifference to a universally 
admitted essential point in state affairs was often a subject of donver- 
sation, and it was thought extraordinary that a third, or second, or 
even a first-rate had not, oir so important and extensive a station, been 
appointe(Aas a stationary vessel for receiving the flag of the Admiral, 
the line-of-battle ship designed for that purpose! being generally at sea. 

It is recorded in the annals of this island, that on the 7th of June, 
1692, the old tewn of Port Royal was destroyed by an earthquake, and 
sank into the water, where it now forms a shoal, situated near the Hos- 
pital. It has appeared strange to me, rather as an interested, than a 
mere indifferent spectator and observer, that some points which seemed 
clear to every one not in autliority, as requiring attention, should, fmm 
some motive or other, be neglected — as it has been remarked (and no 
doubt very often correctly so) that tlic motives which guide the actions 
of men in office cannot possibly be clearly understood by the cohe- 
munity, but that they have generally sufficient and cogent reasons for 
such actions, — I do not therefore meai\ to condemn, in the present in- 
stance as negligent, what may perhaps have been an act of wisdom ; 
yet I must own, I, nor anybody else, whom I have heard speak or* the 
subject, could ever dive into the merits of the wisdom which prevented a 
buoy from being placed upon this said shoal of “ Old Port Royal,** as a 
guidance to our men-of-war ; for it must be observed, that altliough it 
does not project to any distance from the shore, yet vessels %re very 
liable to touch upon it when shifting berths, going into the fair*way, 
or sailing direct from an in-shore station, with- light land-winds, as there 
is on such occasions a strong out-set from the northward. The Aurora 
frigate struck upon this shoal in coming in to take an in-shore berth, 
and she was not hove off again without very great exertion, and receiv- 
ing considerable damages ; and in my time I have seen oilier ships just 
touch and swing off, whilst many have but just escaped contact with it. 
I believe it was eight or ten years after tiliis, and upon some other occa- 
sion of disaster, that a buoy was placed upon the extreme of the shoal, 
but having been coppered to prevent the worms from destroying it, the 
metal coating soon corroded, and became so nearly of the same colour 
as that of the water, that it could scarcely be distinguished. It is satis- 
factory, howeyer, to know, that the position has been marked ; and it 
would be of great advantage if the six* feet channel through the flats, 
,, extending 'irregularly between the Palizada point, and Fort Augusta, 
were buoyed. < Boats to and from Kingston have often been detained 
by gro^ndinj^ on these flats, which would not happen if the boat-chan** 
Dels were pointed out by floating marks^ 

.The following observations on a Johnny-Newcome’s first adventures at 
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Pbrt Roytl are the production of a Mid, long einee, poor fellow, gone to 

• ..I that distant shore, j 

Where the {ude^speotre, Care, pursues no more.** 

/‘t)n first landing at Port Royal, a Johnny Newcome, (as all strangers 
ire there called,) when he steps upon Che wherry-wharf on a market- 
lay, will at jnce imagine himself transported into the company of a 
jommunity of Bedlamites; — the clangor of uncouth voices which 
issails his ears, and almost deafens liim, is only equalled by the dis- 
igreeable effluvia of the half-nak^d bodies of the wherry and cancss-men, 
vlio crowd about him in the most unreserved manner, vociferating in 
ill th^ modulations that the note of human communication is susceptible 
)f — * Waryt wherry, massa ? ^ — ‘ \J^ant canoe, massa ? ' — ‘ True-blue 
jarry de day, massa ? ’ — ‘ No sea-breeze, n^ssa ; canoe beat wherry — 
luzza fa massa!’ Johnny, unable to make head, flourishes lus sword; 
iuiting the action to the#well-known ‘ D — n your eyes, stand out of the 
vay, you black rascals 1’ whicli is thrown back in a lingo he cannot 
nterpret — ‘ O ho 1 d — n yiey a’rcady — ki ! crab naym*yiey by amby !’ 

“ Escaping from this chorus of yells and other agreeables, Johnny finds 
limself, after a successful squeeze through an alley, wliere he is almost 
lufTocated, within tlie market-place, whicli, in point of scents, may be 
ikened to any besides those of ‘ Araby the blest sweets, acids, and 
ilHhe combinations of animal and vegetable effluvia indescribable, rush 
jipon his olfactory nerves, and, witli the strange costumes and still 
Itoanger physiognomies of the mixed crowd, the birds, the fishes, and 
,he fruits, display to his wondering eyesfthe first specimen of a tropical 
[lazaar. » • . 

“ The dresses of the motley *groups which crowd the area almost to 
•eptetion, now attract his attention : the young negresses, clothed in red 
ind blue calaniancos, with their plump and sliining ebony faces, and 
vliite regular teeth, are pulling him gently by the sleeve, and directing 
liis notice to their commodities — ‘ Here, massa, I liab good guaba, 
^ood omnge, good mango, ebery ting good fa nice young massa, if he 
please to buy.’ A little farther on he is arrested in his progress by a 
,all, bony black fellow, with a large straw hat upon his liead, whose 
appearance, half wet and half dry, with white patches (salt water crys- 
tallised by the sun) over his sable skin, creates Jolinny’s astonishment, 
and makes him shrink back as from a leper. He cannot, however, 
escape ; a string of red snappers are held to liis face, whilst the 
voice of the fisher, sonorous and strong, proclaims, “ All fresh, massa ; 
you hab ’em all fa quater dollrar.’* Pushing on, by tacks and half- tacks, 
Johnny next encounters an old grey-headed, but active negro, dressed in 
a naval captain’s uniform, and having a gold- laced cocked hat upon his 
woolly pate ; he is ‘ old Rodney ; ’ with 'his mouth awry, and his hand 
in lieu of a trumpet applied thereto^ the veteran bawls out the well^ 
known and welcome Port Royal sound of, ‘ Pruce ! pruce I ripe pruce, 
ohl’ — at the same moment taking his tljumb from the top of a bottle, 
(which he holds in one hand, whilst in the other he carries a black-jdck^y 
a pop-gun report follows, the dbrk just escaping contact with Johnny's 
nasal organ, whilst he is nearly smothered with froth ; a draught of the 
sparkling beverage, however, amply repays him. • * • ' 

** Having now reached the inner margin of the crowd, Johnny stops 
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to gaze upon the wonderful scene presented to his inquiring eyes, but he 
feels strange sensation^ (proceeding from the all potent draiight he has 
just quaffed^ ; something like distant thunder rumbles within him, a kind 
of earthquake of the body, and every now^’and then, as the vapprous 
fermentation ascends, he feels a twitch in the nose, and which he begins 
to fancy may be the first symptoms of la maladie du pays, whilst the 
heat becomes oppressive, and the musquitoes and sand-dies keep the 
irtice signal,* the white handkerchief, in constant motion, but to little 
purpose. About to seek shelter at ‘ GoodalTs,’ he stumbles upon a fat 
puiSchy Israelite, who stands purposely in the way, and avails liimself 
of the favourable moment, like a skilfuj traliicking tactician, to court spi 
introduction, by bows and a ‘ thousand beg- pardons,’ and then Agoing 
on the other tack — ‘ Sirs, I begs no apologies — it vas mines own fault, 
I declares ; vil you do me de honors to step into mine shops, and takfe» 
a little sangarees ; you’re heartily welcomes, sirs ; I shows de ways.* 
This is a sort of appeal to a stranger’s politertess — a disinterested hos- 
pitality, unusual in more frigid climes. Johnny could not resist it ; 
and, maugre the*unsightly Lombardian golden sign, in he steps ; but it 
is ‘ two to one * if he comes out again under half-a^joe ! 

“ Escaping at last from the Jew’s clutches, minus a piece of gold, and 
^ half cocked* with disguised brandy, under the assumed mixture of 
wine, water, lime-juice, nutmeg and sugar — the fascinating sangiy^f^e, 
he enters tlie grand rendezvous of the blue-coats, Goodall’s tavern : he 
is met at the door by the host, a greasy, flabby fellow, with a strong 
obliquity of vision, and wearing merely a white shirt and trowsei^* 
Tliis doughty champion of good fare advances towards Johnny, and 
soon contrives to extract an order for atbeofysteak and a jorum of hock, 
for both of which mine host is supereminent. Having thus drawn his 
purse-strings, and satisfied his appetite, Johnny is next inlroduced'into 
the billiard-room ; on entering which, be finds a party ‘ in shirt-sleeves, ' 
driving about the balls, betting upon cannons that are never made, and 
levelling the queue in scientific style ; he soon catches the eye of ‘ Black 
Tom,' (the marker,) who begins to hum a tune — * Man-of-war^)Uckra,* 
and to dance a fandango round the stranger, and in a very little “time 
sets tlie whisper round that there is a Johnny Newcome just arrived; 
and the usual toast upon such an occasion follow s — ‘ A bloody war and 
a sickly seasoh /* Here Johnny loses his doubloon, and retires with 
a head-ache, and it may be added, with many heart-aches, before he is 
dubbed a stager, • e 

“ The sequel of his progress is a repetition of similar adventures, in 
which he always finds himself rnuch reduced in pocket, but advancing 
in experience, until he arrives at that crisis where novelties cease to 
appear so to him, and he is no longer so Jo others.” 

Perhaps the reader will readily excuse the plain colouring of 'the 
above jiicture, when (if he is not an old stationer himself ) lie is assured 
that a more correct one could have been drawn. Tilings are greatly 
altered since the peace, and,J have no doubt, for the belter in many 
respects ; but those individuals who were solely dependent on the navy 
for support, lidve felt the difference between ‘ war and prize-money,’ 
and peace without plenty ! The accidental fire which nearly razed * the 

• J3th July, 1815. 




THW JAMAJCA STATION. 61 

entire town, was a dreadful event to the poor inhabitants. The want of 
society, iij the hours of relaxation on shore, generally threw the officers 
into the company of the coloured females, whd, in allusion to their 
stately deportment and ct«|olian pride, were termed “ dignity ladies.” 
There are few people in the world, however, let the shade of complexion 
^e what it may, from that of the fairest Ctrcasnan to that of the darkest 
Papuan:, po^essing more feeling or more^ friendly hearts, or whose 
general character has so many fair trails to counterbalance the frailties 
of human nature. Many officers owe their lives to the care’ and humane 
attentions of these tender-hearted^ females ; and it were injustice, ^whilst 
sneaking of Port Royal and its inhabitants, not to mention them. 

In Port Royal harbour there are three long and slender fishes, that 
are seen great numbers on the surface of the water, and may be 
r^ked among the peculiarities of tfiis plaq^i. They are known by the 
following names : the guardo or guard-fish {Gar fish, Esox major) ; the 
jack * {sword fish, Trickiurus Lepturus) ; and the ballahou {piper, 
Esox minor). The jack is the largest, and appears to be at eternal war 
with the two others, for which purpose it is armed wijih rows of sharp 
teeth, very formidable to its adversaries ; it basks on the surface of the 
water during the heat of the day, in a sort of indolent, unguarded state ; 
but this is merely an assumed position, the better to ensnare its enemies, 
ho ready to catch the floating bodies that may happen to pass 
near it, for the moment anything is thrown into the sea from a sbi]), it 
darts with the rapidity of lightning upon it, and seizing it, as quickly 
^i|gf;reats. This warrior fish is particularly possessed of a foresight or 
instinctive quality, which we sometimes see exemplified in different 
animals, amounting almost^ to second reason : I mean the sagacity 
which it displays in avoiding the hook when baited ; although voracious 
in the extreme, it seems aware of the lure held out for its destruction, 
and avoids it with as much care as the generality of fishes show 
eagerness to devour it. The situation it takes, immediately in the 
wake of the ships at anchor, gives another instance of its sagacity ; as 
whatevei is thrown overboard passes astern, where he is ever .on the 
alert ^o glean from the miscellaneous articles such as is suited to his 
taste, and guards his treasured supply with the jealousy of a miser. No 
other ^ sh of equal size dare approach ; and they liave obtained the 
popular name of Jack from the sailors, probably because tliose eccentric 
mortals would associate with the sobriquet fancy has bestowed upon 
themselves, tl|p finny warrior of their own elenjent. The jack is, how- 
ever, sometimes enticed, no doubt, when hunger presses him, to swallow 
the treacherous bait ; but this is rare, and he is more frequently struck 
with a barbed lanqp, or entrapped iij a net. The guardo has similar 
habits with the jack, but yields the palm of victory to its stronger and 
more courageous opponent ; 'and yet It tyrannizes with unrelenting 
^gour over the more delicate and less warlike associate, the ballahou. 
But .whilst the various productions of nature in this clime — fertile to 
infinitude — have always claimed my attention, and been a source of 
interest and unfeigned delight to my mind,*r have never ceased to regret 
my inability to take that philos^hic view of their stru^tgres, qualities, 
and habits, so as to afford me a closer ftnd more intimate acquaintance 

* There are two fishes so called at Port Royal: the taif of the sword-fish tapers 
to a point, in which it differs from the other jack. 
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with them. The leader, however, who takes pleasure in these matters, will 
have nothing to regret, as minute scientific descriptions are (o be found 
in books written for tSie express purpose. 

The most extraordinary animal I have seiin in this harbour is thp sea- 
devil (^Lophius maximus), which frequently weighs 3000 lbs. No 
doubt it has obtained its namb from its hideous appearance, so uncouth 
and strange, indeed, as Jo baffle all, description. The^ water of tlw 
harbour is at times covered with the medusa, sea-blubber, and sea- nettle, 
as they are 'variously termed ; some of these attain a great size, and 
ha^e the appearance of animated piec.es of jelly, the body being of an 
orbiculated convex figure ; of a gelatinous substance, semi-transpareijj, 
and provided with fringy plicae tinged with a purple colour. THiesc 
singular animals are very lively in/hc water, although their« locomotion 
is heavy ; and, from their mumbers and constant movements, give an 
air of unusual animation to the waters of the harbour. They appear to 
derive their motion and to alter their situation* by alternately expanding 
and contracting the tentaculu3 and plioDC. 

Thousands of those beautiful little marine animals, called by sailors 
“ Portuguese men-of-war,” (Holotkuria physaliSy or Aretusa of Brown,) 
are met with off Port Boyal liarbour, studding the sea as far as the eye 
can trace them. The colour is a clear pink, in some parts bordering 
on lilac, but, from their motion in the water, the shades of the inte^al 
membranes often assume a darker purple. This little creature pos- 
sesses, like the orbicular tribe of zoophytes, the power of deadening the 
flesh of persons who handle it; but it is very slight and gives no pak^ 
a numbing sensation only bein^ felt ; and I believe either common salt 
or lime-juice applied to the part affected Ayill entirely remove it. This 
little transparent bladder (which is sauf to fie very like in ^hape to the 
human stomach) is so delicate and tender that it soon fades and^dies 
away, when handled or cast upon the shore ; it is, like 'the nautilus, 
provided with many tentaculoe, some of which are very small. I have 
been often arnused at observing their movements, like a Lilliputian fleet, 
amidst the agitation of the waves : when the wind has freshened, I have 
remarked that they lay flat on the surface, and rise again when th» gust 
has passed ; but I know not whether this be voluntary or occasioned by 
the pressure of the wind. ‘ 

That tiger of the ocean, the shark, is often seen cruising about the 
harbour; but I do not recollect any person having been injured or 
devoured by that animal ^^**6 during the period I was %n the station. 
At Kingston, however, such distressing events often occurred. Several 
years ago there was a well-known fish of this kind, considered in the 
light of a pet in Port Royal harbour ; it was called “.Old Tom of Port 
Royal,” and was fed whenever it approached any of the ships, but was 
at last killed by the father of* a child Which it devoured. I was told 
that, whilst it remained here, no other of the squalus tribe dare venture 
on his domain ; he reigned lord paramount in his watery empire ; and 
had never committed any depVedation but the one for which he suffered. 
The story of Lieut. Fitton’s iihark is well known. 

(7b be coniinAd.) 
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IN REPLY TO THE ARTICLE ON THAT SUBJECT IN OUR LAST NUMBER. 

0 

Your last number contains an article on tlie Defence of Ireland 
during tlie late War,’* which, though written in a complimentary style, 
requires some comments. 

In the first place, the writer, after saying that ColoneK Napier was 
Chief Field Engineer to the army in Ireland, at the period of Hoche’s 
invasion, proceeds to describe the absurd and unmilitary state df the 
Engineer*s defences in the northern parts, from whence it might be 
inSerred, that under Colonel Napier’s superintendence the service had 
suffered from such ridiculous procecdhigs and culpable ignorance. Now, 
Sir, at the period of lloche’s menaced invasic^, the late Colonel George 
Napier was a half-pay infantry officer, residing near Dublin ; but his 
great capacity, his experi(;?icc, and extensive knowledge in every branch 
of military affairs, and his commanding character, had in a manner 
obliged the government of the day to call for his assistance at that 
critical period. The office of Chief Field Engineer was actually created 
for the purpose of giving him an opportunity of assisting in the military 
councils. 

^quarrel with Lord Carhampton, the particulars of which may be 
seen in the Appendix to Moore’s Life of Lord Edward Fitzgerald, 
induced him to refuse the salary ; and the departure of the Frencli fleet 
i|^ an end to liis functions in a few weeks after his appointment. It 
is plain, therefore, that he could have had no hand in the follies of the 
day described by your correspondent. 

The next point upon which I wish to comment is the censure passed 
upon* Lord Cornwallis’s military conduct during Humbert’s invasion. 
I think I can convince the writer of the article in question that Lord 
Cornwallis’s military conduct in this instance was quite worthy of his 
great and deserved reputation. 

1st. Ifc censures Lord Cornwallis for having sent a militia force 
instead of a regular force, to fight the enemy at Castlebar, and has 
rather ^oosely described his Lordship as having, ajier the affair of 
Castlebar^ put ten thousand men in motion to stop the progress of 
eight hundred French troops, whose cause was hopeless. ' 

* Humbert’s corps was, I believe, nearer eighteen than eight hundred 
men ; but setting that point aside, I shall proceed to give you a short 
abstract, taken from unquestionable sources, of the real state of affairs 
and of the conduct of Lord Cornwallis. The rebellion of 1798 had just 
been crushed, and' Lord Cornwallis^s wise and humane measures of 
conciliation were beginning to ^ke effect^ but the spirit of disaffection 
to the Government was subdued rather than crushed, many bands of 
insurgents were still wandering about, many chiefs still at large, 
burning to renew the contest, if a favourable opportunity .offered; and 
well knowing, what Lord Cornwallis also was informed of by the Duke 
of Portland, that two armaments— the one at Brest, the^ other at Dun- 
kirk — ^were preparing for the invasion of.Ireland. 

In this state of affairs, on the 24th of August, intelligepce Reached 
the Castle that Humbert had landed at Killalajbay. • Theinfomolation as 
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to the number was nQt precise; but they had been well received. The 
troops were at this time in march for*different permanent stations, 
allotted to them after »whe late campaign against the insurgents ; and the 
first thing was to order tlie army to concent^ite again, posting, however, 
sufficient bodies in certain places to check any fresh insurrectional 
movements. ‘ » 

GenerakLake was ordered to Galway, to assemble a force there ; 
General Niigent was directed to draw troops from the north, and 
assemble thiin on the side of Sligo ; and General Taylor, then at Sligo, 
wj«? (l^rected to feel for the enemy, but not to commit himself. General 
Lake was particularly warned not to risk an action before assembling 
a force sufficient to ensure success^ as the actual state of the country wHs 
such, that any check at the beginning might produce serious ill Conse- 
quences. Meanwhile the Jatc Sir J. Moore and General Campbeirs 
brigades, with some other troops, marched to concentrate at Longford 
and Athlone, and all troops that could be spai^d from the garrisons and 
interior districts were likewise directed upon the Shannon, On tlio 
26th, the troop;s began to concenitrate upon that river, and Lord Corn- 
wallis, although suffering from the gout, arrived in person. 

Thus far it would appear, that neither activity nor intelligence were 
wanting. The enemy was hemmed in on the right and left, by Lake 
and Nugent ; Taylor, with a column of observation, was put upon his 
track, and the main army was concentrating in his front, and in^'he 
centre of Ireland, ready to act whenever circumstances should require its 
presence ; and by its force, and the rapidity with which it was brougju; 
together, checking any disjiosition in the people to rise in favour of the 
enemy ; and so far from Lake being sent with an inferior force to 
combat the French, he was especially dfesiretl to avoid an action. Now 
began the errors, not of Lord Cornwallis, but of his Lieutenant. 

On the 26th lie received intelligence that Humbert had not advanced 
beyond Ballina ; but at the same time information arrived that General 
Hutchinson, who commanded in Galway, had, previous to Lakeys 
arrival, moved from thence, with a small force, to Castlebar, tl^us court- 
ing an action, with troops probably inferior in numbers, and certainly 
in quality, to the enemy, and at a most critical moment. 

On the 27th, news arrived that Lake, liaving joined Hiitchhison at 
Castlebar, about eleven o'clock at night, and much fatigued with con- 
stant travelling, had no time to correct the position of the troops, which 
was bad, or to make any arrangements ; for at five ojjflock the next 
morning he was inforfned that the enemy was near; and at seven 
o’clock Humbert, who had made a fqrced march by the unguarded 
mountain-road of Barnagee, fell upon him, and ^ totally routed his 
forces, taking nine pieces of artillery, ammunition, &c. The fugitives 
did not rally until they reached Holymovnt, twenty miles from the field 
of battle. General Hutchinson had detached a good many troops in 
observation, and bad not more than eleven or twelve hundred infantry 
engaged, and these behaved^ generally very ill. Yet Humbert's force 
was inferior, because he haA left men in Killala, and during his forced 
march of thirtyHrish miles, had lost nearly half his troops by straggling. 
The negligence of the British generals was indeed the primary cause of 
the disasterf for the artillery stood manfully to their guns ; Captaii 
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Shortali a very intrepid officert who commanded th^m» was desperately 
wound^dy and taken while firing the last round ; and the infantry would^ 
no doubt* with such an example, have behawed better under good 
arrangements. ^ 

The reports of the amount of the French force, and of the numbers 
of insurgents who had joined them was, however, still very vague. It 
was said that many of Lake’s militiamen had joined the enemy, and a 
report came ih that he had been'followed upland again beaten at Holy- 
mount, which gave some alarm for the safety of Atlilone, thTjn incapable 
of defence ; wherefore the army crossed the Shannon, and took ^jo^in 
front of that town on the 28th, itnd on the 29th marched to Ballina- 
more, where Lake and Hutchinson joined it. 

As no certain intelligence of the enemy’s numbers or march could 
yet be obtafned, the army halted, aild was organized in brigades; but 
General Robert Craufurd was detached with a body of cavalry by 
Ballinrobe to Castlebar, to seek for the French, and to follow them 
wherever they went. On the 31st the main body also advanced ; and on 
the 1st of September encamped beyond Tuam, where was joined by 
General Hunter, with two regular regiments, wliich caused another halt, 
as these regiments had inarched without stopping from Wexford to 
Tuam. General Taylor’s corps, which had come down from Sligo to 
Boyle, was now considered loo weak, and Lake was sent to command 
itjv/xking with him a reinforcement of infantry and sixty cavalry. 

Here, then, is a third epoch ; the main body having closed in with 
the enemy, ho was confined to a corner, and by means of Craufurd’a 
^tfSValry on the left, and though Nugent’^ corps vvas not yet assembled 
at Sligo, some militia was there under Colonel Vereker; and thus, 
with the movement of Taylor’s (now Lake’s corps) on the right, Hum- 
bert was hemmed in on both flanks, and cut off from communication witli 
the other parts of the island. 

On the 3d of September the French being by the reports still at 
Castlebar, the army marched to Holymount, and Lake advanced from 
Boyle to Trench Park, At Holymount General Craufurd joined, con- 
fiiTning Ae report that the enemy were still at Castlebar, and it was 
expected they would fight ; but at five o’clock in the evening reports 
arrived^hat they had marched from Castlebar, at four o’clock that morn- 
ing, in the direction of Swineford ; but as their route had not been 
watched long enough to ascertain whether their march was upon Sligo, 
'Killala, or the Shannon, patroles of cavalry and scouts were sent out 
to gain intellifence, and Craufurd with his dAgoons followed them 
through Castlebar. Lake also was directed to close upon the enemy 
and harass him, but not to risk an action. The previous movements had 
drawn what may bfi called the line of investment down toward the left 
flank, and in some measure opened a way for the enemy to tlie Shannon. 
But as this was a false direction, Lord Cornwallis, contrary to the advice 
of general officers present, who all wished to marcli in a direct line after 
Humbert, resolved to move diagonally upon Carrick-on-Shannon Avhere 
,he liad stores and magazines), by the way* of Bally haiinis and Trench 
J?^rk ; for he dreaded lest Humbert should cross the Shannon by a 
> foiveed march, and penetrate the county rf)f Longford, where, as welt as 
in Leitrim, he knew that a plan had been laid for an insurrectioiH 
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wliicli was ready to break out, and which did, in fact, partially commence 
a few d^s after. • 

The French might Chus have penetrated to Dublin, where* there was 
a large party ready to receive them, and then the whole island would 
have been thrown into commotion, and before it could have been %up- 

{ ressed the armament from Brest would have arrived. On the other, 
and, if the French wished only to regain Killala, or to take Sligo, a 
few marches gained by them would be of no consequence. ' 

On this ground Lord Cornwallis, with equal prudence and firmness, 
moeedjon the 5th to Ballyhaunis, where he ascertained that the enemy’s- 
direction was on Sligo, and that Lake* was already at Ballaghy in pur- 
suit. From Ballyhaunis General Moorc, at his own suggestion, was 
sent with two thousand infantry, and some artillery, to reinforce Lake, 
while the main army matched to Carrick-on-Shannon. TVIeanwhile, 
Humbert, moving rapidly, reached Colooney bridge on the 6th, where 
Colonel Vereker, with three hundred of thoc Limerick militia, rashly 
opposed him, and was beaten with the loss of sixty prisoners and two 
guns ; and the French general, instead of pushing upon Sligo, marched 
to Drumahair, and then turning to his right, did, as Lord Cornwallis 
had foreseen, make for the Shannon, which he crossed at Ballintra on 
the 7th, and endeavoured to break down the bridge behind him. But 
during this time Lake had pursued step by step, and Craufurd with his 
cavalry first prevented liim from breaking the bridge, and then folluvv- 
ing him over the Shannon, harassed him incessantly. 

Lord Cornwallis, having on the 7th heard of Humbert’s movement 
upon Ballintra, recalled Mooro (who had reached Coloony), by Boyle- 
upon-Carrick, and as Humbert was now pushing for Moliil and Granard, 
the very centre of the disaffected districts, the main army made a night- 
march, passed the former place before the French, and reaching Johns- 
town, was thus again placed between the enemy and Dublin. Mean- 
While Craufurd, having for two da)s vexed the rear of the enemy, 
pressed them so closely, that at Ballin amuck, half-way between Mobil 
and Granard, Humbert gave up the game, and after a partial a^ion with 
Lake’s advanced guard, surrendered ; but it was Craufurd who i^erited 
all the honour. The French lost very few men ; but, following the 
inhuman system of the times, no quarter was given to the unfortunate 
insuirgenls, and the field of battle was covered with the slain. Some 
accounts made the number of dead even amount to four thousand ! 

Thus, Sir, I have sliqwn, first, tliat Lord Cornwallis, so^ far from send- 
ing Lake with militia to fight the French at Castlebar, did positively 
forbid him to fight at all. ^ 

Secondly, that the ten lhousan4 men were put in motion long before, 
and not after, or in consequence of the affair of Castlebar. 

Tliirdly, Tliat it was not tb crush a Tew hundred wandering French, 
blit to prevent a great insurrection, and to avoid a dangerous war, that 
80 many men Were employed. 

Fourthly, That every effort warranted by prudence was made, both 
by the judicious employment of masses and of moveable columns, to 
close with Humbert. And when it h 'considered that the army gene- 
rally was in a very' disorganized, and undisciplined state, and that the 
irregulars vJfere, frpm their violence, and ferocity, and insubordination, 
more likely to create, than to suppress a seriobs insurrection, while many 
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of the militia were actually joining the enemy, I think it must be ad- 
mitted, th^t Lord Cornwallitt’a conduct was both vigorous, prudent, and 
military. I know that it was approved of by Sfir John Moore at the 
time, and by other able and practised professional men. His own after^ 
jiid^cnt on the affair (and, considering his experience and frank sim- 
•plicity of character, that should weigh fof something in the scale) was, 
that if it wei^ to do over again^ he would have patroled more carefully 
to his right, after ])as8ingTuam, by which he should havesgoner known 
of Humbertos march from Castlebar. 

As to the French general’s conduct, I really cannot see th«t^i$ 
marches were so unmilitary. He could only consider himself as an 
aTlvanced-guard, or as a corpa perdu. In the first case he should have 
seized and fortified a place and harbpur, which he might maintain until 
the French army arrived ; in the second cast Ids business was to march 
and strike a sudden blow, rousing the people, and keeping up a turmoil 
until reinforcements arrival. He considered himself a corps perdu^ and 
should certainly have pushed at once, without delay, from Killala, cither 
against Sligo, or into the disaffected districts of Leitrim-and Longford; 
but that first error set aside, it was not very unmilitary, with his small 
force, to make a forced march, beat a superior force hanging on his 
right flank, and having thus drawn the main body of his enemy to that 
side, turn to the left, defeat another body at Coloony, and then passing 
the Shannon by long marches, endeavour to reach Dublin. If lie failed 
it was because his adversary, with great means, was as active and vigi* 
.Isnt as himself. 

W.N. 

• • • 

ON BREAKING THE LINE*. 

“ Remember, every arrow thrown 
Comes from a quiver of their own.’* 

We had long received the story of the influence of Mr. Clerk and his 
Tactics (Wev the n ival destinies of these realms, as an amusing piece of 
presumption ; since we were well aware that his book, however in- 
genioi^ it might appear to closet tacticians, was but little read or con- 
sidered by those who supported the honour of the flag. When, there- 
fore, tlie “ Edinburgh Review,” — that unassuming miscellany of bold 
paradoxes and staggering hypotlieses, — demanded, some eight-and- 
twenty years af| 0 , a token of public gratitude for»him who had instructed 
a Rodney, — we wore surprised at the vivaciousness with which the 
writer could create and “ }K)int Ifis moral.” “ When peerages and pen- 
sions,” said the autocrat, “ are votednvith a prudent liberality to every 
admiral who leads British seamen into Jjattle, is it not humiliating to 
consider, that the great inventor of Naval Tacties has receivetl no tribute 
of national approbation or applause ! While the humblest of his dis- 
ciples, the most mechanical interpreter of his instructions, js elevated to 
the highest pinnacle of popularity and forturve, — is it not unaccountable, 
that their acknowledged preceptor should be permitted to fall into 
neglect and oblivion, and to grow old wjtliout being visits by one ray 

— 

* Naval Evolutions ; a Memoir by Major-Qeneral Sir Howard Douglas, Bart. 
K.S.C., G,B., F.R.S., &c. 3cc. &c. T. & W. Boone, 29, New Bond Street. 1832. 
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of public acknowledgment or distinction To this effusion we will 
merely add,— , 

“ Sure, or the two, less dangerous is th' offence 
To tire our patience than mislevl our sense.** 

Professional opinion was always, however, against both the claim' and 
the unqualified praise vvbicli b*edecked an author who had no practical 
acquaintance eiilicr with seamanship o^‘ gunnery ; but ofljcera then had 
too much on their hands to be able to trouble their heads on a point 
which, though it attracted the superficial notice and curiosity of the 

S LiWiie^ was not seriously considered by jts propercst critics. Occasionally 
leir sentiments were heard ; and he who wrote the shallow strictures upon 
Admiral Patton’s “ National Defence' of an Insular Empire,^’ in the 
“ Quarterly Review” for November, 1810, exclaims, — “ It would have 
been but justice, however, the reputation of his countryman, had the 
gallant admiral excepted ‘ Clerk’s Naval Tactics ’ from the sweeping 
observation, that not a single original work wbrthy of consideration has 
been published on this subject.” It h plain then that the “ gallant ad- 
miral” was of fr different opinion from the critic, as well he might be*. 

The otium attending tlie general peace, l)aving armed many of those 
hands with the pen, which heretofore brandished the sword, brought the 
question again upon the tapis; and we flatter ourselves t vvith having 
been instrumental in negativing the delusion, and giving a quietus to 
the fables of the cork-boats and the cherry-stones, and the walnut- 
shell fleet, which had been palmed upon the public. But the “ moral 
pointer^' of the Edinburgh,” — tliaii whom no one is better aware that^ 
an ill plea must he well pleaded — again levelled his artillery, and he of 
the “ Quarterly ” his small-arms, to defend a position which the projector 
himself would have abandoned, seeing that 'it was riddled till it was no 
longer tenable. Out of it, however, they are now altogether drive»i by 
Sir Howard Douglas, who lays such an overwhelming mass of evidence 
upon them, that one is left sprawling like Enceladus under ^Etna, and 
the other receives his coup-de-grace. Nor is this all. Some of the 
lighter skirmishers have been brought to, and made to cluvmt their 
palinodia. The “ Caledonian Mercury ” was the first to recant its 
heresy; and the ceremony was performed in a becoming, candid, and 
manly m'anner. The “ Literary Gazette,” after producing the “ Memoirs 
of Pryse Gordon, a ci-devant subaltern of marines, as somewhat 
decisive on breaking the line, — now confesses that the statements about 
Rodney’s landing at Bristol, and hob-a-nobbing with the said Pryse at 
the Bush Tavern, and his then and there pouring forth his manifest 
obligations to Clerk, are proved to - be erroneous, and the whole 
evidence unfit for reliance. The ?vord erroneous is .sufficiently soft for 
the occasion ; but we hope that a stronger may be applied to the silly, 
but injurious anecdote, which the same^ ubiquitous person is pleased to 
give of his dining with Nelson at Palermo. 

As we strongly recommend the statements of Sir Howard Douglas 
to the perusal of all our ^^aders, we shall licre only sketch the view 
which he has taken of tliis contested afliiir ; merely premising that, to 

— — ir;— ^ 

♦ A testy admiral, returning froift a successful achievement, was asked, and we 
verily believe* by the writer of the above-quoted review, whether he had acted upon 
Clerk's principles ? — “'Clerk, Sir ! — he be d — d,’* was the impatient reply, 
t the various papers ont his subject inserted in our Jouiual. 
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the style of a scholar, he adds the high qualities of a skilful tactician, a 
temperate reasoner, and a dfligent searcher after truth, — qualities which 
are, moreover, warmed by the filial piety wliicli^ evidently is the ruling 
motive of the publication, t And he is entitled to a high character for 
his* courage, in openly stepping forward to tilt with reviewers, that 
• 'Icpa 0a\av4, which, Scythian like, fighttf with equal animosity, whether 
advancing on retreating: — ^ ^ 

“ At him, who dares this legion to defy, 

A thousand mortal shafts in secret fly.” * 

Wc must begin with an acknowledgment on the part of MrjQlerk, 
when he •published his first edition in 1790, stating that he had omitted, 
in the copies printed in 1782, some observations on an oblique attack 
upon two, or three of the rear shipg of an enemy to leeward desirous of 
avoiding battle, “as it was conceived it miij^it be prejudicial to the other 
parts of the subject to advance anything doubtful, no example of cutting 
an enemy’s line, in an attack from the leeward, before that time, having 
been given.” These words are quoted, not with a view of handing out 
the gross ignorjince of naval history which they so broadly display, but 
to prove that the author of them did not attempt to teach^ but only to 
comment on the past. Yet he boasts of liaving ini[)arted in 1780, the 
theories of attack, both from windward and leeward, to Mr. Atkinson ! — 
“All this” — says Mr. Clerk, “he undertook to communicate to Sir 
George Rodney, which ho could have no difiiculty in doing, as 1 left 
witii him sketches made according to my usual method of demonstra- 
.tion, together with the necessary explanations.’’ This assertion was 
first made in 1804, when Lord Rodney, i^ir Charles Douglas, and Mr. At- 
kinson were all dead ; yet the reviewers wish to know why these gentle- 
men did not contradict ifie Tactician ! Resides, the agete aclum of 
attiMnpting to raise lliese witnesses from their cerements, wo do not see 
the necessity for it, as nothing is put in to prove that Mr. Atkinson ever 
revealed the tlieory to the Admiral. Indeed, lie miglit have been aware 
of the chill witli which old sailors receive tlie reveries of landsmen ; and 
the incident reminds us of having been guilty of this very conduct, in an 
instjyfice which, parva componere magnist we will mention. During a 
tiresome close-hauled traverse, in which we were persecuted with an 
adverse wind and sea, a passenger of many “ pretensions,” after sagely 
comparing his idea of the ship’s course with tlie bearings on his tra- 
velling map, pompously imparted the result of Iiis cogitation to us by 
saying, — “ assured you should keep more^fo the leftT* It would 

have been useless to tell this tactician that we could not sail in the 
wind’s eye, so we gave him a silent lesson. 

To counteract tjicir slippery tenui;p in this part of the argument, the 
imprudent assertors of the glory of the 12lh of April being due to the 
Man of Eldin bring forth thS Pennycuick copy of the Tactics, “the 
margins of which,” says the logical Reviewer, “ are covered from 
beginning to end, with notes in Sir George Rodney’s handwriting.” 
This is adduced to make it appear that tlfq Admiral was in possession pf 
that identical book previous to the battle ;* and that he attached high 
importance to it, as laying down the particular manoeuvjre. Now it is 
ascertained that the work contained ndthing relating to, much dess ex- 
planations and demonstration of, any such class pf oper^ions'as that 
by which the battle was gained ; nor were the annotations by Sir George^ 
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but by Lord Rodney; and written by him bo long afiter his being taised 
to the peerage as 1769 or 1790 ! Moreover, these same annotations 
contain a refutation of his having taken the landsman's advice; inasmuch 
as he says, that he told the King, before any of his actions took place, 
that he would always take the lee-gage,*’ and he gives substantial 
reasons for so doing. ^Mt is' strange,” says General Mundy, his son- 
in-law, “ to observe what advantage was taken of the praise which the 
liberal-minded, generous old man bestowed, in convivial moments, 
towards the close of life, upon Mr. Clerk’s work, and the means that 
wer-fup^ed to pervert these good intentions.” 

So far, we have referred chiefly to the Admiral’s not being aware of 
Mr. Clerk’s tactics till long subsequent to the action, the success of 
which is ascribed to the Magnificent Discovery. The same 
reasoning also applies to captain of the fleet’s having been equally 
in the dark. On his sister’s informing him of the pretensions of the 
Tactician, he writes a strong letter of contempt-, which is admirably litho- 
graphed by Sir Howard, though evidently only under a sense of neces- 
sity. In this letter Sir Charles says, “ The matter in question is too 
ridiculous and groundless to be seriously treated ; it would at best — for 
as much as 1 am mentioned or alluded to therein — deserve to be treated 
as a production of arrogance and impertinence towards me, and my 
being mentioned therein at all, in the style you say, — as highly injurious 
towards him who commanded in chief on that celel) rated day, — who 
certainly did not stand in need of any instruction derived, or that could 
be derived from Mr. Clerk, that 1 know of. But I have bestowed too . 
much of my little time on this subject, a very ridiculous one indeed. I 
wonder Mr. Clerk could be so inconsiderate, as at random to draw such 
inconsequent inferences.” “ It is he, commanding a fleet or army, in 
whose mind the ideas rise with the occasion, and who seizes the decisive 
moment when it presents itself, that gains a decisive victory. Not the 
dull man, who blindly acts from instructions of others, even the most 
respectable,” 

“ P.S. — I cannot for my life, devise what conversation betwien him 
and me, Mr. Clerk means. If he alludes to any concerning'' sea- 
engagements with me, it must have gone in at one car, and out at the 
other ; for I do not remember any, even the faintest, trace of any such 
conversation.”. 

Now it will be readily seen, that there were several reasons why Sir 
Charles, at the time, shpuld have felt particularly delicrte as to puh- 
lishing anything respecting advice given to his Admiral ; but we may 
now make known, that so clearly was die thing understood between 
them that, in consequence of the captain of the fleet' being overlooked 
in the honours awarded after the action, Rodney charged himself, under 
his own hand, from on board the Montagu, on the 8th of August, 1782, 
to procure for him whatever he most wished or desired. Nor has Sir 
Howard, after the most careful search among his father’s numerous 
papers, been able to find any reference at all to Mr. Clerk’s tactics ; 
but, on the contrary, there are numerous warm testimonials of esteem 
fi>r, and prais^^ of Sir Charles, from Lbrd Howe, Lord Keppel, Lord 
Sandwich, and many others of the most illustrious men of the day, 
strongly alluding (notwithstanding the deference to the coramander-in- 
chfcf^ which he ever expressed) to the victory of the 12th of April bemg 
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chiefly due to thd energy wit}i which he had acted. In Addition to thfa« 
many of Jthe subordinate actors on that gloriou| occasion have volun- 
tarily come forward to exnress their conviction that the manoeuvre, to 
which the success of the engagement was owing, originated with Sir 
Charles on the spur of the moment; and ample proof is produced that 
the theory of Clerk had not been heard of by any one in the fleet ; 
especially in«the letters of Sir Jpseph Yorka, Sir Gilbert Blane, Captain 
Blaney, Sir David Milne, and other distinguished officers. , 

In the preface to the 1804 edition of the Tactics, the author says, 
somewhat self-sufficiently, “ Although Sir George Rodney sh^tlM he 
supposed to have had the merit of adopting the manoeuvre by which he 
gained the victory of the 12th o^ April, without any previous suggestion 
or knowledge of my ideas on the subject, still it is impossible to deny 
the efficacy of the method, and that, had k not been for my work, the 
system on which it proceeded might have remained unknown or unex- 
plained.’* Yet the systetn had already been expounded by Paul Hoste, 
in 1727; and very explanatory* diagrams of the method are inserted 
by Sir Howard, which the professional reader may consult with ad- 
vantage. 

The naked fact stands thus: However much it may have been con- 
sonant to Rodney’s preconceived opinion, to approach an enemy from 
llie leeward (a manoeuvre not mentioned in Mr. Clerk’s book) ho was 
persuaded by his friend and proper adviser, Sir Charles Douglas, on 
perceiving an accidental opening astern of the Ville de Paris, to break 
the line, another manoeuvre unmentioned by the Tactician, The occur- 
rence is thus detailed by Sir Charles Dashwood, in a letter from Tor- 
quay, dated 8th July, 162J.:— 5 , 

“ I shall simply relate facts, to which I was an eye-witness, and can vouch 
foiftlicir truth. Being one of the aides-de-camp to the commander-in-chief 
on that memorable day, it was my duty to attend both on him and the captain 
of the fleet, as occasion might require. It so happened, that somo time after 
the battle had commenced, and whilst we were warmly engaged, 1 was stand- 
ing nev: Sir Charles Douglas, who was leaning on the hammocks (which in 
tho^e days were stowed across the fore part of the quarter-deck), his head 
resting on one hand, and his eye occasionally glancing on the enemy’s line, 
and •})parently in deep meditation, as if some great event was crossing his 
mind : suddenly raising his head, and turning quickly round, said, ‘ Dash ! 
where's Sir George ?’ — * In the after cabin, Sir,’ I replied. ’ He immediately 
W'ent aft ; I followed ; and on meeting Sir George coming from the cabjn 
close to the liheel, he took oiT his cocked hat with his right hand, holdinjg 
his long spy-glass in his left, making a low and profound bow, said ‘ Sir 
George, I give you joy of the vktory !’ ‘ Pooh !’ said the chief, as if half- 
angry, ‘ the day is not half won ye|^.’ ‘ Break the line, Sir (^orge 1' said 
your father ; ‘ the*day is your own, and I will insure you the victory.’ ‘ No,* 
said the Admiral, ‘ I will not tbreak the* hne.’ After another request, and 
another refusal, Sir Charles desired the helm to he put a-port ; Sir George 
ordered it to starboard. On your father ordering it again to port, the 
Admiral sternly said, ‘ Remember, Sir Charles, that I am commander-in- 
chief: starboard, sir,’ addressing the Mastfji;, who, dining this controversy 
had placed the helm amidships. Both the Admiral and yaptain then sepa- 
rated ; the former going aft andlitie latter forward. In the qpurse of a couple 
of minutes or so, each turned, and again* met ncai-ly on the same spot, when 
Sir Charles quietly and coolly again addressed the chief, ‘ 0nly. break the 
line, Sir George, and the day is your own.’ The iCdmiral then said, in a 
quick and hurried way, ’* Well, well, dd as you like,* and immediately turned 
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round, and walked into the after-cabin. The words ‘ Port the helm/ were 
scarcely uttered, when Sir Charles ordered me 'down with direction!^ to com- 
mence firing on the larbolird side. On my return to the quarter-deck I found 
the Formidable passing between two French shjps, each nearly touching us. 
We were followed by the Namur, and the rest of the ships astern ; and nom 
that moment the victory was deciejed in our favour. 

“ You may naturally suppose I was very young at the time ; but the cir- 
cumstances made such an impression on my mind, that they ace as fresh in 
my memory a^ if it occurred but yestei*day ; and I much doubt if there is a 
man now living who saw and heard so much of the transaction as myself, 
excej^t^irobably my friend Sir Joseph Yorke, who was also a brother aide-de- 
camp.” 

, But even if Mr. Clerk had recommended the evolutions which the 
British fleet performed, it would still, have been no “ magnificent inven* 
tion'* of his, for numerous similar instances are to be found in histor}> 
^ind especially in our wars with the Dutch. On the 16th of August, 
1652, Sir George Ayscue, with his own and ni^.e of liis headmost ships, 
charged through the Dutch fleet; and having thus gotten the weather 
gagef' attacked them with great bravery. On the 2d of June, 1653, 
the blue squadron charged through the enemy^ and Rear-Admiral 
Lawson bid fair for taking De Ruyter. On the 3d of June, 1665, 
several squadrons charged through and through, without any remark- 
able advantage ; but about noon the Earl of Sandwich, with the blue 
squadron, “ fell into the centre of the Dutch fleet, divided it into two 
parts, and began that confusion which ended in a total defeat and in 
the fight of Solebay, where that gallant Earl lost his life, May 28th, 
1672, Sir Joseph Jordan, of tins blue squadron, having the advantage 
of the wind, pierced the Dutch fleet, and threw it into confusion. Nay, 
the very circumstance of there being a signal for this express evolution, 
shows the rashness of the assertion, that it was unknown till the “ navi- 
gator of a fish-pond** pointed it out. Sir Charles Douglas, as one of 
the most scientific and able tacticians of his time, must have profited, 
both from experience, discussion, and study, and was of course well 
versed in our Naval History ; we, therefore, at once accord with Sir 
Howard’s views : — 

‘‘ Whether my father may or may not have been quickened in his pf^rcep- 
tion by such elementary observations as those of Paul Hoste, and other 
acknowledged authorities, who had treated of naval tactics, is impossible for 
me to say. I not only admit, but plead for him, that he had not failed 
to accomplish himself for his tactical duties by studying evetjif professional 
treatise that had been published on the subject, to store his mind with 
resources suited to all circumstances, applicable to all contingencies and 
‘ ready’ with the quickness of volition. But ’the circumstances under which 
he acted, and the advice he gave, areTiot in point with Any previous case ; 
and unless all that I have showp be forgeries, the victory cannot be attri- 
butable to any theorist, or to aught but the occasion which suggested, prac- 
tically, the idea of standing through the enemy's line ; and my father is no 
mor&^o be shorn of his beams, by saying that he committed plagiarism on 
any elementary writer, than that Wellington at Salamanca and Vittoria com- 
mitted a plagiarism on Guibert,* or that Nelson at Trafalgar is to be less 
honoured than Rodney.” 

Sir Howard having proved that Mr. Clerk’s book could not possibly 
have conduced to the defeat of De Grasse, proceeds to reply to the 
attempts made to fasten down*’ upon his father, directly, a knowledge 
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of Mr. Clerk’s magnificent discovery position wkich forms one of 
tlie “ which the Edinburgh Reviewer wishes to 

establish his case. Professor Playfair, in his memoir of Mr. Clerk, 
asserts, that this gentlenAn, in conversation^ communicated his whole 
system of tactics, in the spring of 1782, to Sir Charles Douglas, “ who 
went out several iponths after the admiral.” But the latter is proved 
by public dgeuments to be utterly false ; jfor they left London together 
on the 2d of December, 1781, and sailed together for tli^ West Indies 
on the 15th of January, 1782. What then becomes of the assertion of 
where they repeatedly met, and.the persons present ? The Lo3lWLdiief 
Commissioner, named as one of the synod, remembers nothing about 
itl The question naturally occurs — Why did not Mr. Clerk mention 
such deci^ve circumstances during^the life of Sir Charles ? The Baronet 
on his part, the moment he heard a rumoui of the Tactician’s vague pre- 
tensions, wrote expressly to authorize their contradiction. He did not 
even know what Mr. Cl^rk it was to whom the affair alluded ; remem- 
bering only two persons of tha4 name, both naval lieutenants, neither 
of whom he had seen for several years. Substantial evidence is now 
adduced to show, that other officers, besides Sir Charles, have contra- 
dicted the “ fundamental facts” of the Manual which is in the Banos 
OP ALL Sea Officers! 11 Of these we must quote Sir Charles Dash- 
wood: — “ If they (the Reviewers) imagine,” says he, ‘'it has lain 
dormant in my breast for seven and forty yeais, and only now brought 
forward for the first time, merely at the instigation of Sir Howard 
Douglas, or any other man, they are much mistaken ; for I have men- 
tioned it in all societies, wherever it has been the subject of conver- 
sation, during the whole gf Uiat period.” The “ fastening down,” it 
must be confessed, is conducted and developed with a considerable por- 
tion of dramatic skill by the conspirators who thereby politically carry 
offensive operations into their opponent’s camp — 

“ And, to extenuate their shame, 

Make those they injure bear the blame." 

Buteanother peg on which the Professor and the Reviewer hang 
their frail tissue, as a “ fundamental,” is that Sir Charles met the 
Tactician one day, at dinner, in the house of Mr. Adam, in London, in 
177y or 1780. As Sir Charles was then taking his children to Scotland 
after the death of his wife, it was very improbable that'under such cir- 
cumstances he would treasure up in his mind the conversation of a 
landsman up^n naval affairs. So intelligent an officer as the Baronet 
was more likely to instruct Mr. Clerk than be instructed by him ; for 
while the one has manifested ^lis ignorance of naval history, the other 
has been universally acknowledged*as a well-read man and a scientific 
seaman. , 

The argumentative and astute “ Dean of Faculty,” who, having 
withdrawn from literary labour, “ buckled on his armour,” as he tells us, 
to defend his forlorn position, most positively asserts, among his “ fun- 
damental facta,” that Lord Cranstoun repWedly heard the “ magnificent 
invention discussed at the Admiral’s table, during tlj^ voyage out to 
the West Indies. But here agkin facts are against him, •and the Major- 
General’s argument is as obvious as the other is subtile. JLogbooks and 
journals plainly prove that bis Lordship had boen on the station for 
some time before the arrival of Rodney, and also tlu^t he did not join 

• 
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the Formidable till three days before the engagement. And to add to 
the absurdity of the “ fundamental/* Sir Joseph Yorke, Siff Gilbert 
JiJane, and other officers, who were frequent guests at the Admiral's 
table, declare, that they never heard Mr. ‘'Clerk or his manoeuvres 
mentioned ! 

It is difficult to pronounce why these points should have been so per- 
tinaciously insisted upon by < the “ Athe^iian Squad/* unless we call in 
Dr. Johnson,, who says, “ That which is strange is delightful ; and a 
pleasing error is not willingly detected.” 

HJPprig ably, and we think definitively, disposed of the question of 
Breaking the Line on the 12th of April, Sir Howard proceeds, very pro- 
perly, to pronounce his opinion of Mr. Clerk*8 actual knowledge of 
tactics. This is quickly shown to be, scarcely quant svf to constitute a 
tactical dictator, whose notions are to form a manual for all sea-officers. 
It is proved, incontestably, that the Man of Eklin is utterly unqualified 
in the management both of ships and guns /‘whence he has formed 
some strange and erroneous notions in seamanship, and the service prac- 
tice, capabilities, and comparative elfects of naval ordnance. This 
portion of tlie exposition is entitled to particular consideration, both on 
account of the skill with which Sir Howard handles it, and the proof 
which it affords of the incapacity of Mr. Clerk for conceiving an inven- 
tion that could affect the naval interests of the empire. These remarks 
have been brought down upon the Tactician by the bluster and indiscre- 
tion of his friends ; for had the tactics stood upon their own merits, no 
one was inclined to deny it the character of a “ wonderful book for a 
landsman to write,** After insisting on the importance of knowing 
when and tvhere to pour in a heavy capnonade, Sir Howard adds, — 
“ and it is upon the talent with which this is watched, and the prompti- 
tude witli which advantage may be taken of such an effect, that success 
will depend. This was magnificently done on the 12th of April, years 
before Mr. Clerk published anything upon the subject ; and now, even 
with the benefit of that practice upon which he lias theorized, he over- 
looks the real conditions, and would actually set about skirmishifrg with 
three-deckers.’* Sir Howard shows that, whilst animadverting on par- 
ticular actions, Clerk ascribes that to some “ imaginary disabiUtj,e8 of 
cannonade inherent in particular positions,’* which resulted only from 
deplorable mismanagement. Nor is it one old evolution only that 
Mr. Clerk claims the invention of ; he wishes to father another move- 
ment which occurred in ITepijel’s engagement in 1778. He also gives 
unwarrantable assertions as demonstrations, — as may be instanced in 
his affirming that the shot of the lee-flebt are thrown up into the air, 
and will therefore reach farther than those of a we&thcr -fleet, whose 
shot, on the contrary, will drop into the ^water! It is curious that he 
who thus supports the wasting of our forces on the winds and waves, 
should be declared “ most learned in nautical war,” and be held up as a 
professor “ teaphing the British navy how to use its force.*' Old Sam 
Johnson would have declarejic? the very idea to he sufficient to awaken 
“ the most torpid risibility.” 

Sir Howard; after minutely refuting many other errors of this “ in- 
genious but efring amateur/* refers to his former writings for proof that 
he had no‘ wisli to dissect the Tactician, until he' found it became neces- 
aaryi t>y the injudipious attempts of Professor Playfair and the Reviewers 
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to raise their idol upon etiUs, to the disparagement of eminent officers, 
who hacLfought and won their country's battle| long before Mr. Clerk 
was ever heard of. Besides this, Sir Charles Douglas was said to have 
p^loined “ a leaf” from fl»e Eldin book. A bad argument usually foh- 
jows in the wake of a bad cause : let any man who knows the meaning 
of windward and^ee^arcf, consult the book, and he will pronounce that 
it contains wiio such “ leaf.” .Let him aftorvvards read the syllogisms of 
the Reviewers, and he will be convinced that they do n^t even under- 
stand these terms, but assign a meaning of their own to them, essentially 
different from their received signification among sailors. We ctJTT^afely 
repeat, that their curious relation of these marvellous manoeuvres was 
never received, even by the less instructed class of seamen, with that 
implicit oonfidcncc which dissipates doubt ; and we know that the most 
intelligent naval officers have had hut one'*opinion of the Eldin Tactics. 

We tldnk that a perusal of Sir Howard’s statements will convince any 
one that Rodney’s battTe would have been fought and gained, exactly 
as it was conducted and won, had Mr. Clerk’s mother never existed. 
Tacticians will perceive that his ideas of attacking from tlie leeward 
proceed upon incorrect and extravagant presumptions on the one hand, 
and on erroneous principles and practices on the other. — That so far 
from having discovered a manoeuvre, sound in jmnciple, and therefore 
universal in practice, Mr. Clerk treats incorrectly a class of evolutions 
well know'n to the profession for ages before he was born : — and that, 
therefore, the ])retcnsions, asserted in his behalf, of having “ invented^ 
matured^ and fully explained the manceuvrehy which the victory of the 
\2ih of April was ^ained^ before any other person had thought of it,** 
and that ** he was more jteav^ed and reflecting in nautical war** tlian 
those who conducted, directed, and gained that great battle — are unjust 
tePtho Admiral and his adviser, injurious to the profession, and danger- 
ous to the country, inasmuch as the unsound tlicory is recommended 
and advocated in an able and "influential journal, which may lead inex- 
perienced, unscientific officers into the Reviewer^s error, of a fatjvl dis- 
regar(^of practical conditions which the author never correctly under- 
stood, and which the Reviewer evidently does not comprehend. 

Tie agitated question of “ Breaking tlie Line” is now resolved into 
fact, and conclusively settled ; and a requiem is chaunted over the Eldin 
claim to a mark of national gratitude. Should it be asked wliy such a 
claim ever gained so extensive an acknowledgment, the answer is ob- 
vious, — Chi^ioii sa niente, non dubita di nienie; and every one knows 
that admiration is the nurse of credulity. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE CONSTRUCTION AND QUALITIES Of THE 
VERNON AND CASTORj 

AND ON NAVAL ARCHITECTURE IN GENERAL. *' 

By Capt. Charles Napier, C.B., 

Nowithstanding the ill-natured attacks that have been made on the 
Vernon and her constructor, Captain Symonds, it is an undeniable fact, 
that eke* has tlic advantaj^e of the Castor on a wind, and with the wind 
a-beain ; as it draws aft, her superiority Is not so decided ; and, indeed, 
the best authorities are of opinion, there! is little dillcrence between the 
two sliips: attempts have been made to prove, that the Vernon, being 
the largest ship, ought to sai^the fastest, but the fact of the Snake and 
Water Witch beating both, is a proof, if any were wanting, that 
such an argument cannot be entertained for a moment. It is true, that 
going free and blowing hard, tlie larger sliip generally has the advan- 
tage ; but in this instance it is quite the contrary, and the cause is very 
evident. The Vernon is much broader in proportion than the Castor, 
and when that breadth is no longer necessary to keep her upright, and 
enable her to carry sail, it becomes disadvantageous : tliis is the true 
reason of the Vernon not shining so much with the wind ui the quarter, 
and before it, as she does close hauled, and two points free. 

It has been asked why the Vernon did not beat the Castor more ; 
but I would ask, why she beat her at all ? The answer is simple : Capt* 
Symonds’s mode of construction ss preferable to the other for fast sailing. 

It is, perhaps, not generally known, that after the experiments made 
in 1827 by Sir Thus. Hardy, the Lord High Admiral decided that three 
frigates should be built ; one by Capt. Symonds, one by Capt llayeSy 
and one by the Navy Board, 'i'he interest of tlial enlightened body, 
jealous of any interference, succeeded in getting the order cancelled, and 
three frigates, nearly of the size of the Endymion, to carry Ihirty-six 
32-pounders, were laid down. It is fair to suppose the whole tqjlent of 
the Navy Board was put in requisition to produce fine ships. Jhe 
Castor has been tried j she is decidedly a fine man-of-war, notwith- 
standing her abominable stern, and is„ I have no doubt, a good sailer. 

A change of administration brought Capt. Symonds into “notice, and 
the Vernon, the most magnificent frigate ever built by any nation, was 
launched into her own ehnnent. It is, however, to be regretted he was 
not confined to a ship of the same length and masts and yards as the 
Castor, and the question of sailing would have been set at rest for ever./ ’ 
It appears to me, as tlic Vernon ,is tlie first frigate^.Capt. Symonds 
ever built, he could not be expected to produce so perfect a sliip as the 
last built by the Navy Board, with all their talent and experience ; but 
nevertlieless, the Vernon certainly docs beat the Castor, and it is fair to 
conclude, as the Snake, built after Symonds’s plan, beats his own ship 
the Vernon, when he has constructed as many frigates as Ire has brigs, 
hb will produce finer ships than have been built hitherto. < 

The point of sailing being settled, tliero is another still more.fieces- 
sary to be determined before the Vernon can be pronounced a perfect ' 
ship, or before Captain Symonds’s system of ship-building should' be 
adopted. 
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All old officers know full well, that during war, when ships were kept 
at sea in.winter, blockading enemies’ coasts, and frequently obliged to 
carry a heavy press of sail to get off the land, tlfat some acquitted them- 
selves better than others^ many ships kept the sea without straining 
masts or yards, others were eternally springing and carrying away spars, 
and straining themselves to pieces. Of the latter class was the Egyp- 
tienne, and she was in consequence laid 

Now, I maintain, before the Vernon is pronounced a ^ood ship, she 
ought to be sent into the Bay of Biscay during the winter with the Castor, 
and both should be thoroughly tried in all weathers ; then, till 

then, can a final opinion be formed of her qualities ; and nothing can 
be more imprudent than building ships after her until she has gone 
through that ordeal. They are both, it is true, now in the North Seas*, 
but 1 doubt whether tliey will be sufficiently at sea to ascertain their 
respective qualities. 

When tlic Barham was cut down, she was pronounced a splendid 
frigate, and several more were razeed before she had experienced a gale 
of wind ; it would, tlierefore, be advisable to commission the Vindictive, 
and let the three ships be tried in all weathers, and if the Vernon proves 
superior to her in sailing and stowing, and does not exceed lier in wear 
and tear, , then Capt Symonds’s should be pronounced good ; Jind I 
think it vvilbbe groat injustice to him if the Vernon is paid o(l‘ before this 
trial is made, and it will give a fair opportunity to attack him, ami will 
also give good cause to doubt the priulence of the Board of Admiralty 
constructing. more ships after his plan, till they have had an opportunity 
of asceitaiuing, beyond a doubt, that Mie one built is efficient. When 
that is settled, I think he ouglit to be allowed to build a ship on two 
decks ; and as our frigates liave now got to such a size as to entirely 
supersede 50-gun ships, and G4*s on two decks, I am of opinion our two- 
decked ships ouglit to be built of such dimensions as to supersede 
three-deckers. If the large frigate of 50 guns is better than tlie two- 
decked ship of the same number, I maintain the 100 -gun ship on two 
decks is superior to the thrbe-dccker. 

four years ago I sent to the Admiralty a model of a ship'of this de- 
scription: it is now at the United Service Museum. She was 212 feet 
long, and the same breadth as the Nelson. If Captain Symonds’s sys- 
tem be adopted, she would be considerably broader ; her lower deck was 
about three feet and a half lower than the Nelson, with large scuttles, 
and no gunj,‘ devoted entirely to the ship’s company ; the middle deck 
in consequence became the lower gun-deck, having the ports ninej|feet 
above the water : she had no poop, and mounted S^-poumlers all round ; 
the reduced toj^ weight allowing Jier to carry so much heavier metal ; 
the orlop deck might either remain as it is, or, if the stowage was too 
much contracted, it might bb fitted aS a frigate. In fine weather this 
ship would throw as heavy a broadside as the three-decker, and in bad 
weather she would blow her out of the water. When the three 92- gun 
ships were laid down, I strongly urged'jlie adoption of this plan to the 
Comptroller of the Navy, but without success. The present Admiralty 
have adopted it in the Thunderer, but slie is too smaH^to render it effi- 


- • This was, of course, written prior to the Vernon’s orders for*the West Indies. 
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cionty and her stowage is much cut up ; it could be done with more 
success in the 92’a ; but should Capt. Symonds build a two-decker^ 
there can be no objection to adopting it in her. If the plan is good in 
the Thunderer, it will be better in a larger slvp, and the only difference 
of opinion that can exist is about the poop. I should prefer her having 
two Bets of stern windows and no poop, to her having two sets with one;’ 
much weight is taken off the ship, and a fine quarter-deck to work her. 

Line-of-battle-ship officers are, I kno\V, partial to poops ; I served in 
one witliout, Ihe Courageux, and the only objection was the want of 
accor\ynodation. In this case the objection is removed ; the captain 
and officers would be as well, and indeed better accommodated than in 
any other ship on two decks. The ward-room officers would be on the 
lower gun-deck with stern windows and galleries, and their cabins on 
the lower deck ; the ship wojgld be ‘clear for action at all limes, and 
the lower deck guns kept run out, except in bad weather. It is said 
Capt. Syraonds is to build three 92-giin ships cm his plan, but I think 
the Admiralty ought to pause before thpy incur such enormous expense 
in ship-building during peace. Constructing ships to rot in our harbours 
appears to be bad economy. W'e have now, 1 believe, upwards of 70 
sail of the line ; in the event of war it would be quite impossible to man 
more than 50, with a proportion of frigates and small vessels, in a year, 
indeed, I believe it could not be done in eighteen months. It is there- 
fore useless having many more than we can arm, and it would be much 
cheaper, in the event of war, to have recourse to merchants' yards. 
Contract ships, we all know, were not so good as those built in king^s 
yards, and they would cost moue in war than they do at present ; but 
if we add to the construction, the expense of keeping ships in repair, it 
will be seen tliat it would be much bettt/r’ to have recourse to the con- 
tractors. ^ 

Our naval rulers should examine what is the probable number of 
ships they could fit out in a year, and what the probable number that 
could be built in that time ; and they should regulate the navy accord- 
ingly. Keeping a tliird more than they could man in the event otdisas- 
ters, the fleet should then be kept in thorough repair, which would give 
ample occupation to our shipwrights. All those that are good for 
notliing should be broken up; the old ships worn out, and our slips tilled 
with sliips in frame, to be finished as they were wanted to complete the 
number, the greater part of the small ships of the line should be cut down 
to frigates, and the small frigates to corvettes, and no more of that de- 
scription built. 

A great deal more attention ought to bev paid to steam-boats, and the 
subject should be much more considered than it is ; we have lately built 
four or five of large dimensions, but they are unfit for every purpose of 
war, and we still go on buildiflg one after another, correcting our 
errors at an enormous expense, when all this might be avoided by 
consulting those who had made steam their study. At present we 
are in the hands' of the engineers and the builders, the former quite com- 
petent to make good machinery, and the latter to construct fine ships ; 
but neither the ^tie nor the other have any idea of what is necessary to 
make a steam-boat fit for war. • 

When we have buiJt half a dozen more we shall probably begin 
to find out what is wanted, at the expense of some hundreds of thou- 
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sands of pounds; and this is occasioned by the unwillingness of 
every Board of Admiralty tcp pay the least attention to suggestions from 
officers, iTnless they happen to be men of influeiice ; and the probability 
is, that men of that descrij^ion, having other pursuits, seldom turn their 
auction to naval subjects. Much credit is due to the present Admiralty 
for upsetting the bigoted and besotted Navy Board, which had been a 
curse to the navy for many years, and, from the nature of its formation, 
rarely could boast of men of talent in theft body ; but still, something 
is wanting to ensure the adoption in our service of usefu? suggestions, 
and to encourage officers to turn their attention to naval improv^ents. 
It is well known, that each lord of the Admiralty has his particular branch 
to attend to, and he is no doubt fully occupied with his routine of duty, 
and has little time, and less inclination, to listen to any suggestions that 
are made to him ; and this is not^much to be wondered at, when it is 
considered what a multitude of ridiculous plans are every day presented : 
this naturally gives then\ga <lislike to listen to anything new, or at least 
to enter into it, for their minds are made up that it is probably all non- 
sense; in addition to that, their a 7 W 07 /r / 7 ro/;re, as the IVench call it, is 
wounded, and they rather feel oflended at any person presuming to 
know better than themselves. All this, I am sorry to say, is quite 
natural, and I fear the most liberal mind would not be devoid of it. I 
have often heard officers, when out of office, exclaim against tlie jealousy 
of those in, and when they got in themselves, were not one jot belter; 
we must, tliereforc, suppose it to be a disease of office, and endeavour to 
find a palatable remedy. 

In France, in tlio office of the mimster of the interior there is a 
Comii^ Conmltaiif, composed of clever and scientific men, to examine 
all plans laid before theim ' Now I think it would be very useful were 
the Admiralty to appoint a similar commillce to sit two or three times 
a week for the examination of plans on naval subjects*. The inventors 
should be allowed to attend, tell their story, and explain their views ; 
those inventions that were approved of by the committee sliould be laid 
before ^the Admiralty, and those that were not sliould be entirely re- 
jected. This would save the Board much time, would not wound their 
feelings, would be satisfactory to the inventors, and extremely encou- 
raging to men of science; and there is no doubt but many useful im- 
provements would be brought forward, and many clever men brought 
into notice who are now totally neglected. This Committee should be 
changed occasionally, otherwise they would get into all the routine, 
and be envefoped in tin? forms of office, and difficult to approach. 
Their remuneration should be, full pay, which is the least that could be 
given them, and not too much to make it a jobf. 

Chas. Napier. 

Purbeck, Nov. 16, 1832. • * 


At present, 1 believe, a committee is appointed to meet once a month, 
i* Wo have loiigsuice suggested a measure of this nature, — £d. 
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ON THE SETTINO OF^SAILS. 

Since eveiy sail is, according to its o^ce, supported at certain 
fixed or invariable points, its standing well when set must depend' on 
the leading or direction of the n3maining supports, which will, generally 
speaking, be the tack or the sheet, or both. 

It has been remarked, that the sheet ' should draw from the body of 
die sail, but If we may judge from the standing of many sails, even 
wher^nains are taken to make them sUind properly, this direction is too 
vague, and admits of too much latitude* in the variation of the direction 
of the sheet, which, according to some opinions, may still be within the 
limits understood by the expression “ drawing from the body of the sail.” 

In order that a sail may stand as \^ell as })ossiblc, and therefore, Under 
all circumstances, draw most powerfully, it is evident that these two 
conditions must be fulfilled: first, that all part^ of its surface should be 
equally exposed to the action or pressure of the wind, that is, as neatly 
as the yielding nature of the material will allow ; and, secondly, that it 
should preserve the same position, or the same figure, whether the wind 
freshens or slackens. 

The centre of pressure of a surhice, when the pressure is equally dif- 
fused over all parts of it, is the centre of gravity of the surface, and this 
will be the case with regard to a sail acted on by the wind, whether it 
be supposed that the wind acts, according to tlie common theory, in 
parallel lines on every point of the surface (since the centre of gravity 
is the centre of equal and parallel forces), or, that having distended the 
sail, it remains in the hollow, kept in a state of quiescent pressure by 
the force of the air passing abaft it, and then ^acts on tlie sail by its per« 
pendicular pressure at every point for the centre of these i^erpendicular 
pressures is likewise that of the centre of gravity of the surface. 

It will be evident from the following considerations that the above 
required conditions will both be fulfilled \yhen the direction of the sheet 
passes through the centre of gravity of the sail. 

If the sail ABC, having the edge •A B, or 
luff, fixed at all points, as on a yard or stay, 
be supposed lying on the ground, and the sheet 
S C be pulled, at a slight elevation, so as to 
lift the sail clear of the ground, then it 
follows, from mechanical principles, that the 
only direction in which S C can be pulled so as 
to raise equally the two parts of the sail Q M A 
C M B on either side of the line S C produced 
to M‘, or (which comes to the same thing) to 
stretch the foot and leach proportionally to their 
lengths, is in the direction of the centre of gra- 
vity of the surface A C B, which is in the line 
drawn from C to bisect A B in M ; and since when S C is pulled in this 

* That the lattv^r supposition is nearer the true one than the former, has been 
remarked from tae circumstance, that however fresh it blows, the points of the 
topsails,. h^ng: by their own weight whenever the ship becomes steady for an instant, 
instead of being blown ^long the aail, as must inevitably be the case if they were 
hanging in a current of air moving forcibly in that direction. 
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particular direction, neither fide preponderates, it is evident thatinereas* 
ing. the weight or pressure oT the whole sail equally throughout its sur- 
face will Sause no other change in the circumstances than an increase of 
strain in the sheet S C. it the sail be now placed vertically, and the 
acflon of the wind substituted for that of its own weight, the conditionr, 
as to the. single point of ^ual pressures on both sides of S C, will 
remain unaltered, for the wind acts now oi^ the sail exactly as its own 
weight did before, and the sheet leading through the centre of gravity 
extends the surface uniformly as it did before, and so in lihe manner in 
this position of the sheet, any increase in the force of the wind pro- 
duce no change of figure in the sail. The like may be shown of more 
forces than one. 

In a triangular sail this direction of the sheet is at once jiAlged of by 
the eye, for the centre of gravity of* a triangle is in a line drawn from 
any angle bisecting the opposite side and as, in this figure, the direc- 
tion of the line is all tli^t is wanted, and not the centre itself, a line 
drawn from the clue to the middip of the luff' determines it, the rounding 
of the edges making no sensible exception to the rule. It will accord- 
ingly be found, that in well-set jibs this condition always holds good, 
very nearly ; the direction of the sheet passes most frequently, indeed, a 
little below the middle of the luff, the effect of which is, that the clue 
rising suffers the head of the sail to shake first, which is generally 
thought advisable. 

It is therefore easy to find at once the proper direction of the sheet of 
a jib or triangular staysidl when the tack and head are fixed points, and 
if tlie point wiiere the sheet is made fastf or first enters the bulwark, be 
also a fixed point, then the line being drawn from this point to the luff 
as before, the sail will be nia*de*to stand properly by causing the clue to 
fall on this line, either by adding to the foot, or cutting away from it, 
according to tlie case, beginning from nothing at' the tack. 

In a similar sail set flying, as a jib-topsail, the tack and 'halliards, 
which, by pulling against eae];i other supply the place of the stay, and 
thereby stretch the sail most in the lull*, do not intersect each other in 
tlie centre of gravity, but in a poiht nearer the luff, in tlie line S C M, 
and their combiited action^ or resultanty being directly opposed to the 
pull the slieet, passes through the centre of gravity. 

In a quadrilateral figure the centre of gravity is found. by dividing it 
by one of its diagonals into two triangles, joining their centres of gravity 
found as before, and then doing the same by the other diagon^ ; the 
point of intersAtion of the two lines joining the*centre of gravity of each 
pair of triangles is the centre o/ gravity of the figure. In a sail of such 
figure, as a gaff-topsail, it becomes still more difficult to judge by the 
eye alone the posifion of the centre of gravity ; and when this is found, 
the difficulty still remains of leading the forces of support, which in this 
case are tluee, and all of them variable, the sheet, tack, and halliards, 
so that the sheet, and the resultant of the tack and halliards may pass 
through it, as it will be found they always do when the sail stands well 
and preserves the same figure. * ' 

If the sheet does not lead properly it is easy to foresee jrhat will take 


* Thift done from two of the angles, the intersection of the lines is the centre of 
gravity of the triangle. 

U. S. JovBM. No. 50. Jan, 1833. 
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place on an)r alt^Ation of the force of the wind; thu8» if ij; lead too 
horizontally, it is clear that the afterJeach* being slacker in proportion 
than the foot^will give tnore as the wind freshens, and the clqe will ri^e 
accordingly ; if to0 vertically, the foot wili,#pn the other hand, be the 
part to yield, and the sail thus becoming hollow from the head down- 
wards towards the middle of tlie foot, the after-cloths become in part a 
baek sail, as may be observed in a boom mainsail when the boom is too 
short. The first of these defects is the fnost common, and is the lesser 
evil of the two, for though it diminishes the power of the sail, yet it 
causey nd leewardly action as the latter does. It is to be observed, ge- 
nerally speaking, in the fore-topmast ‘staysails and foresails of square- 
rigged vessels. The evil which arises from both parts of the sheet being 
carried too far aft, is in the case of the foresail partly removed by bous- 
ing the standing part lowej^ down *by means of a lizard, which causes 
the resultant, or mean direction of the two parts, to pass more nearly 
through the centre of gravity of the sail ^ 

It is further to be observed, especially with regard to the small sails* 
in light winds, and when the ship has some motion, that the change of 
figure wliich, it has been seen, must, unless the sail is perfectly well set, 
take place with every variation in the force of the wind, materially im- 
pairs their efiect on the ship, since, durihg the whole time tliat the sail 
is undergoing any change of figure, until it is fully stretched by the 
wind, it is escaping from the action of the wind, and can produce little 
or no effect at all on the ship 

The condition under which a course is uniformly stretched in all parts 
being, from what has been said; that the directions of the tack and sheet 
should each pass through the centre of gravity of the sail, clearly shows 
the impropriety of the too general custom of attempting to get the tacks 
of new courses close down. The violence done to the canvas in this 
proceeding is plainly iudicated by the great wrinkles which extend right 
across the sail to the opposite ear-ring, and the consequence of which 
is, that a course is sometimes to be met with that will stand upon one 
tack only. Whereas, if instead of employing an extravagant vertical forc,e 
oh ohe clue only, both were forced alike by degrees, like the topsails, 
the tack and sheet would be constantly more and more directed towards 
the centre of gravity of the sail, and the sail, by stretching proportionally 
in all parts, would always tend to the size and form it was intended ulti- 
mately to have. 

It is well to beat in mind, that the sail-makers remark, they are fre- 
quently called on to alW sails, and especially gaff-topoails, when the 
defect was in the setting of them only. 

H. R, 

!tnSy here be remarked (though it ia a lyiestion of cutting:, and therefore not 
d^tly our present object), that, in every sail not entirely supported at fixed points, 
ir m toot extend abefi: a vertical line dropped from the head, it must follow, that 
in tfj^ht i^nds, fVdln the tendency of the after-leach to hang vertically by the weight 
of the canvass, the fbbt must be Blank, and the sail will form vertical f(dds, which 
must be blown out before it can* begin to produce headway ; but when the foot ftills 
wUhin this vertical line, as in the diagram, every part of the sail is Steady in a 
stye of tensionHProm its own weight. A gredt part of the efficiency of the light 
saUd is AO doubt lost fhmi a want of kttention to similar eonsidenitio&s. 
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PIcAM 90U TOP •UPPHBAfttOM AND PPEtTOTIOK OF FIBACY. 

Mr. Editor,— ttaving lately oWrved m the Lotion paper^that, riotwfth-* 
standing Uw severe b^tjust <?xample made of some pirates taken at Cadiz 
sometime sinoe. ditacy is siUl to be dreaded W *^sucn as pass on the seaa 
upon their lawful occarions/’ 1 leave to offer for publicity what 1 trusi 
be found a sinqple and efSeacious plan kr its suppression and prevention. 

Perhaps it may po m well to remind those whose eye it inay reach, that it 
is a subject of no slight iinpoi-tance to us as a humane and maritime people : 
fbr, independently ^ the pccasicmal acts of pjracy we hoar ol through tne 
channel of the public journals, there is too much reason to dr^d that many 
of the most horrid acts are for ever in the bosom of the ocean buried* the 
whole crew of some vessels captured being either put to the swor4 or, in teqh- 
nical language ktiown to seafarin'g men, “ maae to walk the plank/* after 
which, the vessel is plundered, and, to ont off all clue to detection, sent to the 
bottom. On these vessels bdng milsed, th^ are supposed either to have 
been legitimately captured, foundered, or wrecked ; and the authors of their 
destruction having acted op their favourite axiom, “ il n'y a que les morU 
qui ne reviemient pas^" thus find themselves in security. 

Should you deem the accompanying Plan worthy of Jnsertidn among your 
valuable and interesting papers, by your scndjng it forth to the public in an 
early dumber you will much oblige your obedient and humble servant, 

Georos Smith, Capt. R.I7. 

Brighton^ iVbv. 23, 1832. late of H.M.S. Excellent 

Plan^ fyc. 

OovernmeHt to Cause a manifesto to be printed in all Idngaages common to 
maritiiiie naticAis, to be disttibnied by our consuls, tnen-of-war, and Uietchant- 
men, the present time of almost universal peace being particularly favourable 
for its circulation dter every part of thew world, and for Obtaining, when 
reo^lred, riny assistance from Foreign Powers. 

The manifesto to commense by^ shott address to sailors, reminding them 
of the horrors of piracy, and offering his Majesty’s free pardon, with a 
reimrd— my either one, two, or thtee hundred pounds sterling, Eritish money 
— to he paid by the government to any person (excepting he may hnrisetf 
have committed mnrder) Who should cause to be arrested and bring to justice 
the captain of any pirate, or any person who has acted as such on board of 
any pir^ ; the mamfesto to conclude by stating what constitutes piracy. 

As it may appear impolitic, on a primd jhete view of the matter, to odbr a 
preufium to an informer, perhaps it will be sufficient to state, that the com- 
mon tfaU^rs iiteiderttal to a sauor’s life are alone sufficiently manifold With- 
out the addition Of piracy ; therefore, considering the infrequency of detection, 
and the incroase of the crime, any means likely to prevent and detect ft 
should not be left untried. 

» ITow tke Plan may become ejficflcioue. 

It is supposed that, whenever the manifesto is publicly known, no Vessel 
could venture to fit out as a pirate ; indeed, it would make it next to impo^ 
sible to fit out and jaian a vessel of sufQcient force to do any mischief, as it 
would cause a general di^rust, and prevent a crew being kept together. 

Should tlie captain of a vessel first determine to turn pirate at sea, ho 
Would be liable fo be detected whenever he fnade bis appearance in por^ 
though disguised for the purpose of obtaining supplies or information ; aim 
it would put a stop to the career of those notorious characters portlculany 
known in South America# who make repeated piratical cruises under the 
protection of privateers' eommisrions, used as warrants for the most atrocious 
purposes, as they ehtifle them^to^the ref pect due to fhe fia|;^they bear* ana 
who inust be considered ali honourable •men" until the confrafy,^ found 
out, which is generally after they have been parted with by in6n-oT-war at 
sea. This is an evil especially to be apprehended wheribver petfy States make 

. o2 
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war against each other, and which generally increases after the contusion of 
peace, the legitimate occupation .and harvest for these men being then at an 
end. L ® 

If this plan were in operation, it is but reasonable to suppose, that, as these 
piratical vessels are sometimes under the guns of a man-of-war, both at/^ea 
and in haifoour, some one of their crew, eiSier from the hope of the reward^ 
rev^tge for ill treatment (no unbommon circumstance), or anxious fear of 
soma one else denouncing theipi when it would be too late to save his own life» 
would come forward and inform against them. 

On a man-oV-war*s meeting a suspicious vessel by chance, or when sent 
out for the purpose, the manifesto should be read to the crew, and detection 
might mllow. 

The manifesto to be taken by a consul pr other authority on board of any 
suspicious vessel in port. 

Whenever a merchant vessel was plipdered at sea, a man who intended to 
turn King’s evidence might, if pn opportunity offered before he left the vessel, 
acquaint the master with the name of the pirate, the commander’s name, and 
his own, and state that of vessel and master plundered, in order to lead to the 
fact when an opportunity offered to impeach the captain. 

It may be urged by some, that the hope of reward might produce false 
accusers. This may be guarded against by the most ri^d investigation 
before the nearest consul, and finally settling the case in an Admiralty Court, 
to which the parties should be sent at the expense of Government. 

Even supposing that no person was ever convicted of piracy by these means, 
the certainty of the existence of sufficient evidence of the crime cx)mmitted 
by a whole crew, consisting, generally, of at least an hundred tongues, 
tempted by the hope of a large reward to denounce it, would undoubtedly 
prevent its frequency. 

The very many appalling instances of piracy accompanied with murder 
show the necessity of doing something more than has yet been tried for the 
sake of humanity, and for the protection of v^alu^xble property. 

Great Britain is not only looked to for pr(%ecti6n against these monsters of 
the deep, by her own people, but by natipns which have been accustomed, for 
ages to seek protection from her flag; yet, up to the present moment, 
attempts have been made merely to detect pirates, by keeping numerous 
cruisers, at an enormous expense, on the different stations (whereas a whole 
navy could not prevent their existence) ; and when they out-Herod Herod, 
which is generally somewhere on the wide and trackless ocean, an additional 
frigate* is despatched in quest of them. Should she fall in with the object 
of her search, which can seldom he the case, the captain may permit ^er to 
escape to commit other outrages on humanity, for want of proof or means to 
identify the vessel—a thing of the greatest difficulty, independently of the 
common ruse with a pirate ; that is, to alter her paint or rig, being a schooner 
to-day, a brig on the morrow ; besides .which, a desire not to offend by mistake 
a friendly power whose flag she may be under, and the risk-of demurrage, 
xh^ make, perchance, a captain of a man-of-war overcautious. 

It therefore appears absolutely necessary tb devise a plan which may strike 
at once at the root of the evil, and thus remove a just cruse of reproach to 
the first of maritime powers. 

The above plan has this peculiar featurb to recommend it strongly for 
adoption, viz- ,tne pardon and reward sugeested could never operate as an 
encouragement to crime, which would be tne case, if rewards were held out 
for denouncing crimes to be committed on shore. As the captain, or man in 
command, who must sanction afi act of piracy, is the principed or person for 
whom the reward is offered, on this hinges the whole practicabuity of 
plan here propsaed : neither could^ it afffect the interests of comtn^,' or 
incur any expense worth consideration, if a trial were given it 

* The Galatea and many others may be mentioned. 
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• " TUB INDIAN ARMY. « 

Jn the United Service Journal for September 1831* I have just read 
^ith surprise and mortification, an article, entitled “ Considerations on 
the Native' Army and general Defence of India,**— surprise, that one who 
writes apparently with some knowledge of 'India, should yet be so little 
acquainted with the merits of some of the various subjecta on which he 
treats; — and mortification, that the character and qualifications of our 
Sepoy soldiery should be so much mistaken as that the asseiftons t 
have just read should have obtamed a place, as a leading article in this 
excellent periodical. 

Before this reaches England, or«even before this time, I hope some 
one of our service now at home has taktn up the pen to correct the 
errors of this writer*; but in case my hope should be fallacious, I can- 
not refrain from makin|[ him a short reply, although it cannot appear 
for more than a twelvemonth after the date of his “ Considerations.** 

Judging from some passages in this article, I should suppose that the 
writer had been in India. But if he has, how can he say (at the bottom 
of page 6) that “ the only fortifications wc now have are at the pre- 
sidencies?’* Has he forgotten, or did he never hear of the forts of Chu- 
nar, Agra, and Allahabad, besides various other places which might 
easily be put into a very tolerable state of defence ? The city of Delhi, 
too, is surrounded by a wall and ditch, with bastions, and when I was 
quartered there six years ago the executive engineer was clearing away 
the old ruins, and other obstructions, to* point-blank distance round the 
walls, so that, though it cqul^not stand a regular siege, it would afford 
good sheker to a body of^ troops, and delay an enemy for some time, 
particularly if he was not provided with heavy artillery, and the other 
materials for a siege. Not that Delhi ought to be the place where we 
should make a stand against an enemy ; that must be made in the 
Punjab ; but of that hereafter. 

In ]ttge 3, is quoted a passage from the Monthly Review, to the 
effect that, in the assault ot Blvurtpore, not one of the native regiments 
coul^ be induced to approach the walls, until the European troops had 
surmounted the ramparts. I presume that the last siege of Bhurtpore, 
in 1826, is here alluded to ; and I ask, was either the writer of the quo- 
tation, or the person who quotes, at that siege ? I was, and I can affirm 
from my personal knowledge, that the Sepoys followed the Europeans 
closely in the rush up the breaches, and that in the mdee on the top of 
the left breach in particular, "where the most severe fighting occurred, 
when the men lost their ranks, and .paused tore-form, and charge again, 
the Sepoys fell in indiscriminately with ^he British, and charged shoulder 
to slioulder with them. It m*ay be asked why the Sepoys followed ** 
the Europeans, why they did not lead, or at least why the assault of one 
of the breaches was not entrusted to them solely. My answer is, that, 
highly as I estimate the Sepoys, I should .never think olf classing them 
with British troops ; though I have heard officers of our service, in the 
enthusiasm of their esfprit de torps, contend that they we equal to Brl- 

— - - - I , ■ - -- - - - * ■ - ■ - * - — 

* The subject was immediately taken up by a competent advocate df the Indian 
Army— vide No. 38, Jan. 1832.— Ed. 
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tons ; but these gentlemen, in their excessive esprit de corps, had forgot- 
ten the esprit depatrie. British troops have established their right to 
be considered the best troops in the world. And 1 think Sepoys, when 
commanded by British officers, whom they know, may lay claim, if not 
to the Second rank in the scale of bravery exclusively, at least to a place 
in that rank^ in common with tne best troops of continental Europe. [ 
had not the good fortune to^erve in Java, not being then in the service; 
but I have often been told by officers who served there, that the French 
found it nearly as difficult to stand a charge of Sepoy infantry as they 
have Itbtoriously always found it to cross bayonets with British infantry. 
On almost every occasion, when it came to the charge, the French falf 
tered, and then tumed, and fled at that terrible sight, — terrible whether 
in the hands of Europeans or Sepoys — a line of British steel. 

European troops then, alvfays forming a part of our armies in India, 
are always employed to lead the Sepoys into battle, to show them the 
road to victory ; and when so led, and as I ha^ already observed, com- 
manded by British officers, whom they knew, the Sepoys have never 
beVn found deficient in gallantry and devotion. 

Jn page 2 of this article, I find various assertions which prove how 
little the writer knows of the character of the Sepoys, and the conslitu- 
tion of the native army. Near the top of the page he says, “ these also 
(the Sepoys) having customs and religious prejudices, which keep them 
BO distinct from th^ir British officers as to admit of scarcely any com- 
munity of feeling or intercourse beyond that which takes place on pa- 
rade.*' Now, in all well-conducted regiments — and I am happy to say 
that the one to which 1 have this honour to belong is of that number — 
there is decidedly more intercourse betvyeeij the SepoVs and their Bri- 
tish officers than between the men and ofecers of European corps. 
Has a Sepoy a grievance to be redressed, — does he think himself wronged 
by a comrade, — he comes to his officer. Does he get into difficulties 
of any description, he comes to tell his story to his officer ; and those 
who know the Sepoys are aware, that the mere act of listening kindly 
to the long, roundabout story of a Sepoy, will alone console ikm, and 
send him away jpleased and comforted; — indeed, this is sometimes all 
that is requisite, for they are apt to make a very Ipng story about a very 
trifling, insignificant business. I know tliat there are officers in our 
service, who never trouble themselves about their men, never go near 
them, and never allow them to come and detail their complaints. But 
I am convinced that is not the general character of our s^pvice ; and in 
the well-conducted corps, where the officers cultivate acquaintance with 
their men, and are kind and steady in tlieir behaviour to them, I can 
most conscientiously aver, that so « far from “ mucin facility for con- 
spiracy being extended to large portions of the army,*' the slightest mur- 
mur or individual dissatisfaction would be heard and suppressed at once : 
not suppressed to smother in a hidden fire, but by inquiry and redress. 
,The SepS^ys are keen observers, and excellent judges of the character 

their capers ; and when.tJiey are kind and just to them, the Sepoys 
vS, and ar^ prpud of them. I have often heard thein boasting to eauh 
0her, and to the men of ani^lier^ and.ndt equally fortunate corps, what 
^od ofSbers they have, and accurately defining the respective qualities 

officers ; and this, whep they were «Qlf that any one 
eSI^ ttas within hearing. 
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What I have sa]d above may be eonsidered, in sotne dome, as an 
answer ip a qtibtation, whicn the writer of this article gives Ih 
from the Monthly Review, and Which, he say?, has been unanswered^ 

3 d was nndorstood to hftve been written by a person who had means 
good information. I cannot conceive how any one, with good In- 
Vormation; could be so bold as to say, that “ nothing less than the intre- 
pid promptitude, and the necessary severity with which, When every 
milder proceeding h^d failed, the mutineers were attacked, and part of 
thefm put to the sword, could have averted the general revolt of the whole 
Bengal aifmy 01 course, I understand from this passage, ^at the 
write? is of opinion, that the whole Bengal army was at that time ripe 
for revolt; which opinion I most distinctly ami unhesitatingly contra- 
dict. If the writer had laid it down as a rule, that mutiny and revolt 
must be suppressed with a strong hand, I,might have agreed with him : 
though, in tpe case in question, (the mutiny at Barrackpore in 1835,) 
there is much to plead*in extenuation for the Sepoys. In consequence 
of some new regiments having just been raised, and the battalions of 
the old regiments made separate regiments, great changes had taken 
place in the postings of officers to corps ; so that in the particular corps 
in which the mutiny principally occurred at Bairackpore, there was only 
one officer present who liad been any length of time with the corps, 
and whom the Sepoys knew. And it is a fact, that on the day on whicli 
the mutiny broke out, that officer’s company refused to join their com- 
rades in their revolt. Moreover, it was known several days before, that 
dissatisfaction was prevalent among the men ; and a letter was written 
to head-quarters, mentioning this fs^ct.® No notice appears to have been 
taken of this timely information. Had inquiry been instituted, and had 
the men been pacified l#y* juftice being done to them, and the agitators 
l^ing arrested and punished, the horrible scene of slaughter which had 
then become necessary miglit have been spared. 

AVith respect to the causes of dissatisfaction : — the troops were sud- 
denly ordered to march, — to follow strange officers, with wboip they 
were unacquainted, to a foreign country, which their religion, and the 
tr^^litions of their ancestors, had taught them to believe wai| inhabited 
by sorcerers and devils : and, as if to try their patience and obedience 
to the uttermost, this particular occasion was selected to promulgate 
new rules, regarding carriage, to the army. The men were ordered to 
find carriage, &c. for themselves, and if they could not find it, to m^ch 
without it. ^Of course they cpuld not procure it : the carters anc) pea- 
santry would not, unless forced, be preyaile(f upon by any revy^rd iq gp 
^0 that terrible country of which they ha^ heard so mifch. 

Was it surprising that the Sej^pys should he dissatisfied ? and was it 
surprising that, wiien that dissatisfaction was disregarded, the smothered 
discontent should presently burst into*a flame ? 

At tlie bottom of page 3, tlie writer, a few of whose “ Considerations^’ 
I am examining, proceeds to ipake some remarks on the propriety and 
advantage of replacing a person qf our Sepoy force; by ofh(jr/^(^e- 
nariei; by Arab^, Malays, Caifres, and *Phourkas* Of tlie ^rabs, the 
lay^ that “ the Arab, -in physical strength an<l B^ergy, is equal to 
ihe European, and the successful formation of Arab regiments, drilled 
by European officers^ has been shown by the ^Pacha 49f Egypt. It is 
true, however, that the Fellah is more tractable than the native of Arabia/’ 
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In this passage it wottM appear that the writer wirfiee to leave an im^ 
pression Uiat the Arabs are capable of discipline, and that it would not 
be diflUcult to subject them to the restraint and subordination of a regu« 
lar army \ whilst his last sentence admits the fact, that the Pacha of 
Egypt^a tiew troops are not all Arabs, but partly composed of a race 'of 
a widely different character. Ib is very true, that some of the native' 
pow^a in tndia have been m the custom of maintaining a portion of 
Arab troops, and these troops have always been distinguished for bra- 
very ; but no Attempt to bring them under the restraints of discipline has 
ever yet been successful. They are a proud, wild people, invincibly 
attache to a roving, unsettled, and predatory life. The Malays and 
Caffres might be made good soldiers ;*but they, as well as the Arabs, 
would be much more expensive than the Sepoys. I had intended to 
make some remarks upon sonie other^^parts of this article ; in particular, 
upon the writer^s opinion of the propriety of extending our frontier to 
the liidus ; but what I have been compelled cto say in behalf of the 
Seppys, although 1 have compressed my observations as much as pos- 
sible, has already occupied more space than will perhaps be granted to 
the lucubrations of 

An Officer of the Bengal Infantry. 

Bengal, 24th March, 1832. 


FOREIGN MISCELLANY. 

HOLLAND. 

ITS MEANS OF OFFENCE AND DEFENCE. 

“ The position, which the Dutch army occupies, ‘is extremely advantageous; 
Maestricht constitutes a strong point d’appiii for the left wing and a portign 
of the centre ; Bergpn~op~Zoomt Breda, Willemstddt, and Gertruydenberg, 
secure the right wing, and the little fortress of Venloo can be reduced to 
quiescence by a blockade. If the Dutch, after all, should be forced to give 
way before superior numbers, their retreat behind the line of artificial inunda- 
tions will not be attended with consequences in any respect so disastiWus, as 
a retreat on the part of the Belgians and their auxiliaries ; for the cities and 
towns of Belgium lay naked for the assault of an enemy, and the first battle, 
which her armies lose, cannot fail to fill the whole popuiution w.ith panic, and 
infuse fresh vigoujr into the beleaguered garrison at Antwerp. I have alluded 
to the ‘ line of artificial inundations* This line, which has been formed 
with the express design of covering Holland against a northern invasion, 
includes the territory immediately adjacent to Gertruydenheg, Heusden, 
Crdvecoeur, Bois-le-Ihic, and Grave, together with what is termed The Land 
of Altena ; the whole of this expanse can he laid under water by means of 
the * stau-sluices and, latterly, the linp has been rendered still more com- 
plete by the additional sluice erected south of Werkondamm. Any attack 
upon the populous districts north 'of these immense water-defences, can, 
therefore, be only undertaken along the isolated causeways leading from the 
Long-S&'Aat, and they can readily he rendered of difficult access and avail 
by meand'hf breaches and redoubts. It ha'k been erroneously conceived that, 
even a sli^t frost may have the. effect of making these defenses useless ; hut 
to otherwise. By resorting to the sluices, the water beneath the first coat of 
ice which forms m4y be kft ; this will break np the ice ; and then the sluiced 
may be closed again. On the imthediate approach of danger, the Dutdi 
govemmerit will'instantly^lay the whole line from Gertruydenberg to Heusden, 
So»-le-Due, and the Long-Straat, under water ; and happfiy 
this nan .ho ofiboted without any sensible damage to the told, for it chielly 
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consiftiB of moadoiwtt and pastuKOBt and the water, which leaFei no deport of 
sand b#iind it, can he .let in gradually. 1 have not taken into aeoouiit the 
strength, ^elfectivepesB^ and . proven gallantry of the Dutch army, .andt Aur 
beyond these, the' determine^ patriotism, by which not only that aimy, but 
thevihole nation is animated: the mora/ strength of this bitterly ou^aged 
pe 9 ple offers a certain pledge, that its physical resources wUl be appli^ to 
•the utmost of their capability ; and I cannot* but esteem it as a providential 
interposition, that the first blow aimed by the * l^itcher of Toulouse ' against 
the independence of Europe, should have fallen upon a country in every way 
so justly entitled to form the vanguard of its salvation. The Du&b sovereign 
well knows that tlie hearts of his people are with him, and with this, the 
secret good wishes of the majority of*his Belgian subjects, seconded by cordial 
prayers for his success from the Jb^art's core of every man of principle 
throughout the civilized world.'’ — The Hague^ Dec, 1832. 

HANOVER. 

WATERLOO MONUMBlrr. 

This new and splendid embellishment of his Mcyesty’s Hanoverian capital 
consists of a column of natife sandstone, which, with its pedestal, &c., is one 
hundred and sixty-two feet in height,^nd is surmounted by a figure of victory 
in wrought copper. The pedestal to the column is three-and-twonty feet high, 
and nineteen feet deep ; and this rests upon a pediment of four steps, seyenty 
feet square at the base, and fifty-six feet at the landing. The front face of 
the pedestal has an entrance door, with* a votive inscription over it ; and the 
other three sides bear tablets, on which the names of the Hanoverians who 
fell at Waterloo are engraved. The shaft of the column is twelve feet and a 
half in diameter, and a hundred feet in height ; immediately over it is a 
quadrangular superstructure, thirteen feet high, and ten feet and a half in 
diameter, which is furnished with a balcony, on which a door opens from the 
interior ; and immediately above is the “ Siictory,” standing upon a globe, 
both together being two-and-twenty feet high, inside the column is a w ell- 
lighted circular staircase of one hundred and eighty- four steps. The figure 
is represented as bending forward, and holding three laurel crowns in her 
han(k ; the head is of very superior w'orkmanship, with features resembling 
those usually assigned to Minei'va. This monument has been three years in 
construction, and cost, including a grant of a few thousand dollars from the 
Hanoverian government, nearly three thousand pounds. 

• AUSTRIA. 

A u^tive writer gives the following as the effective strength of the Austrian 
army on the peace establishment : — 

• Infantry, 

30 battalions of Grenadiers, 800 each . * • 24,000^ 

64 regim. of tho Line of 3 battal., each 800 strong, 153,600* 

17 do. of Hmigarian Infantry, do. 40,800 

8. battalions of Yagers (Sharpshooters) • . 6,400 

^ ® • 224,800 

Oxoalry, 

12 regim. of Hussars, 800 strohg . . • 9,600 

8 Cairassiers, do. . • . . . 6,400 

8 — DragoonSi do. # • . • 6,400 

4 Hulans, do. * . . * . . 3,200 

25,600 

Arlilhry and Enginter*, 

5 regiments, in all ».,.•* • • • • . 20,000 

1^70, 4Q() 

In tmoe of war this force is augmented by 1 20,000 of the I^dwehr, who 
on the same duty as the regulars, as well* as by the Hungarian ** Army of 
Insurrection,” wmch ^consists of 50,000. • , * 

** These troops are all raised conscription (or bafiot), in the German, 
Italian, and PoUsb provinces : their length of service is Uprited to fourteen 
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years ; and when the j^irivate heei^ discharged Abijn the line, he again 
becohies liable to^ ihe militia, er lar^dwehr, servw^. It should, howeyer, he 
ohseh'ed, t^t the Hudg^an is exempted from the latter duty hv thrtue of 
his national cpnslitUtiou ; and likewise, that the Hungarian regiments are 
competed voluntary recruits, who enlist for life. The soldiery in Ih® Aus- 
triad "ranks are amenable to military chastisement, corpUral punishments', and 
ihe * gauntlope.’ The regiments form in three ranks, the finest men iparching 
at the head, and the light infantiy. or riflemen, bringing up the rear 5 they 
are subdivided into a centre, and divisions, according to their strength. The 
organization of a battalion differs from that of other oripics j for eafli division 
is hy a captain and lieutenant captain, holding the first rank, 

whilst the remainder of the officers hold Supernumerary rank only. Another 
distinguishing feature in the organization of the Austrian army is, that every 
zuetre (corps of divisions) is masqued, both right and left, by a file of officers, 
sergeants, and corporals, who are iivrariably stationed on one and the same 
flank. Each company comprises four of these zueger — {From the Code for 
the Exercise qf the Imperial Infantry.) 

BAVARIA. 

GREEK CON^fmOKNT. 

The two squadrons of Hulaus, which king Otho takes with him as a body- 
guard, wear an uniform of dark green, with cuffs, facings, and cap qf crimsop ; 
the lacing, buttons, &c. being white. The fusileers, riflemen, and grenadiers, 
are clothed in dark-blue, like the Bavarian guards, except that the lacings, 
wings, and cuffs are white, as to the fusileers ; green, as to the rifle corps ; 
and crimson, as to the grenadiers. The contingent is on its march to Trieste, 
where it is expected to embark for Greece towards the end of December. 

GREECE. 

THE KYDRIOT MARINES. 

It is notorious, that there is no Greek seamen of more mettle or skill in his 
vocation than the Hydriot and Ipsariot ; ike latter of whom has been driven 
from his insular hearth to seek an asylum in Syra, Egina, and other parts of 
Greece. They form, both of them, the flower of tlie Greek marine. ‘‘ The 
footing on w'hich the crew stands with the captain differs essentially from 
what is customary amongst ourselves, not only in Hydra, but throughout the 
merchant-service in Greece ; for tho whole of the sailors, down to the lowest 
cabin-boy, are either direct relatives of the captain, or, as foster-c(j^nexions, 
tr^ted as such. They are not paid monllily wages, but are entitled to cer- 
tain* per-centages on the earnings of the vessm, without regard to age. 
Whilst our own sailors have an interest in lengthening out the voyage, be- 
cause their bread depends upon its duration, the Greek mariner is anxious to 
perform it in as brief a space as possible, as the amount of his hire depends 
upon the number of cargoes he can discharge. It is of no slight advantage, 
too, that the Greek tr^jder has always a crew, one-thir^f greater, if not 
doubly as numerous as that of an European vessel.— (Ie//er/;’ow NaupUon.) 

FRANCE, 

BOARD QF MILI’^ARY SUPERVISION. 

By a recent decree, the Secretary of the War Department is to be assisted 
in future by a permanent board of cavalry dnd infantry officers, which is to be 
composed of eight lieutenant-generals, (one of whom is to be chosen Presi- 
, dent of the Board,) three major-generals, two of infantry and one of cavalry, 
and a military inspector {intendaiit)^ or sub-inspcctor, who is to act as reporter 
(rapporteur). The secretary ?i8 to be some field officer. The functions of 
tWs board will be to collect, examine, and prepare digests of th§ reports 
handed on byithe inspcctors-^neral, in the effective services, djsicrplitte, fen- 
thg; clothing, equipment, and internal organization of the several porps, to 
akamine-ove^y law, ordinance, and regiflation Which may he propc^Od*/ uiq in 

subjjoct which ho may deepi it expo- 
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At the jbut^ of 01 totilig df tbe d4th fobt, in mrrison at Tou}oi]^» 

trho hadialten in a dliel on 9th of NovemW» Le Jirohe, the geijeiol^^ 
command, address^ the bffii^rs of the regiment, as well as those of the at^ 
lerf and national guard, who assisted at the ceremony, in %e following 
terms: — “ Gentleman, Duelling is a crime* committed a^ihst your countr^ 
which calls upon you for every sacrifice which you can make to it, heginnitig 
with that of your life-blood and your private resentments. That duel, the fatal 
issue of which has called us to the brink of this grave, has, deprived our 
common country of a gallant defender. Mermet, whp has been shatche 4 
from tins world in the prime of lifej gave high promise that he would one day 
defend his country with the same skill and bravery which distinguished the 
colonel, his father, and lieutenant-general Count Mermet, his uncle, during 
a aeries of five-and-twenty years of warfare, through which their brpasts and 
ours formed a rampart to France. I participate in the grief which this pre- 
mature privation must occasion them; bufl* cannot do so without recalling 
to your minds, gentlemen, that we should reserve our coprage for active dis- 
play against our country's Adversaries. We should control our own feelings^ 
and exert our influence oyer those w'ho are placed under our command, 
towards maintaining the ties of brotherly concord amongst the bpive men 
whom that country calls forward in its defence. The reciprocal confidence 
which such conduct as this will beget, will redouble tjieir strength and ener- 
gies — their success and glory." 


NAVIES OF FEANCa ANP IIOLtANP. 

A Belgian writer states, that, in 1789, France possessed 261 ships of war, 
amongst which were 72 ships of the line, and that at that time her population 
was 24,800,000 souls ; but that in 1832, with a population of 34,p00,000, she 
has only 277 ships of war, including 34 ships of the line and 03 frigates and 
sloops. The decrease has been particularly^arked during the last five years, 
though they have brought no war with them, Holland, at the present 
moment, has 97 ships of wal* on'foot, 9 of which are ships of the line, anfi 
39 |rigates, and her population does not exceed 2,300,000. The latter, there- 
fore, has in proportion a much larger navy than the former, for she has a 
ship to every 23,711 inhabitants, whilst France has not more than one to 
every 122,743 ! The facts and the computation are both minutely curiops. 

NATIONAL GUARPS, 

The tfiicial report of the present state of this corps gives the whole num- 
ber ef individuals, who are registered on its books, at 6,729,062, of whom 
3,78^206 stand on the list for active service, and 1,947,646 appear as forming 
the cQrps de reserve. The former consist of 3,696,031 infantry, 10,415 ca- 
valry, 54,723 firemen-sappers (sapeurs-pompiers)f 19,025 artillery, and 2U12 
sailors and marine workmen. The infantry (of whom 1,826,968 are civic or 
commonale, and 1,871,075 are rural, or cantonnale) is brigaded into 140 
legions of 377 Uhttalions, besides 3405 independent battalions, 12,144 isolated 
companies, and 4 025 isolated subdivisions, not embodied into legions. The 
artillery musters 650 pieces of ordnance, and is composed of eight battalions 
or squadrons, 155 epmpanies, and 117nsolated sub-divisions ; and the cavalry 
of 49 squadrons, and 280 fractions of squad^ns. That portion of the National 
Guards, which may be reudereU ** mpveable/* embraces the following s^ 


1. Unmarried from the age of 20 tq that of 35 . . • 

2. Widows, without children . . . . • • * 

8 . Parties, having substitutes in the regular amfy • • • 

4. Mamed men, without children . . . • 

4# Ilidiriduals coming imder somd one of the cases provided for 
. , I45th Act of the Law • . * • . % • 

fit with • . • • . * f 


1,231,Q33 

4019 

55,15y 

156,^90 

406,641 
. 393,053 
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BELGIUM. 

tHARACTtH, OF TH« B$L6I^N SQLJIIFRY. 

its present state the chief efficiency of the Belgian amy eeliters ui the 
Walloon branch of it. The districts from whiqh this latter is recruited lie 
upon the h^ch border ; their inhabitants speak the same language, enter- 
tiin the sa^ opinions and predi\ection8, and are characterized by the same 
manners as their French neighbours ; and they possess all the military qua- 
Mficatioiis peculiar to the French soldier, h\s quick discernment, his prompt- 
ness in action, and, to a certain extent, his political prejudices and leahings. 
But nothing hke this holds good with respect to the Heming. The people of 
Flanders serve against their inclination ; they cannot comprehend the why 
or wherefore of their being called into service ; talk to them of glory, and they 
call it nonsense ; endeavour to move them by a sense of what they owe to the 
cause of national independence, and the appeal will be chilled down with a 
feeling of their personal independency, and a selfish rep^ard for their own 
interests. They care not what government they live under, so long as the 
fields to which they are, as it were, rooted and chained down by nature, 
escape the clutch of the spoiler ; even let their crops be stripped from under 
their nose, they will set about the work of ploughing, sowing, and plantina 
de novo, and wait patiently and peaceably until harvest-time comes round 
again. It is impossible to make the Fleming comprehend that he has a 
government or laws worth fighting for ; all sorts and kinds of them are one 
and the same to his phlegmatic temperament. But no sooner is the Flemish 
conscript out of sight of his village bell, than the fever of “ home” lays burn- 
ing hold of him ; he has not thought, nor wish, nor feeling, nor ambition, but 
for the moment which shall restore him to his native hearth. This character 
of his is no more than what is indigenous to every exclusively agricultural 
country ; tear a genuine rustic from his home to make him a soldier, and you 
instantly destroy his moral efficyency. To this source may be traced the 
constantly-recurring desertions wdiich have done such cruel mischief to the 
native force of Bel^ura ; nor is there any gae bjanch of it which has suffered 
so severely from this cause as the regiments composing the “ moveable civil 
guard,” which is principally drawn from a class of men attached by birth »^and 
habit to husbandry pursuits. It is an evil of long standing, and continues to , 
batfie the keenest vigilance : there is no remedy for it, but by amalgamating 
the Fleming in the same ranks with the Walloon. With such difficulties as 
these, aggravated as they have been by the aboriginal incapacity of the 
Belgian officers, it redounds greatly to the credit of Leopold and liis War 
department, that they should have anything like the numerous corps of 
regulars, which they can now muster, on foot. Even the nucleus for at was 
altogether wanting when the late regent resigned the helm to him, and it is 
no httle proof of his ability, that, in spite of the intrigues, cabals, and diffi- 
culties which have beset him from the outset, he has contrived to elicit so 
much efficiency out of such heterogeneous resources. 


REVIEWS AND CRITICAL NOTICES. 

1. A Memoir qf the late Captain Peter Hbywood, R.N, By Edvmd 
Tagart. 8vo. 1832. 

We nave been somewhat surprised by the appearance of this volume, for it 
has crept forth as silently, wa ^ad almost said insidiously, as though it was 
shod with felt. ^ We cannot say we approve of it. With the biography Of Mr. 
Marshall, the details of Mr. Barrow, and the sketch of thi^ lament^ officer 
vAiOh appeared in our own pages, *there was no actual necessity for a further 
B^Obuht'of pruceedings already before the public, unless a: strictly professional 
one httd^been given. Here, however, we have anecdotes with wmch t^e world 
hH hbto tilade acquainted, eked out into a book by the insertion of a few letters 
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which* we presume, the other winters sitw no need for publishing. But a 
ruling motive for this eet is vet'y clear;— it is to boast aloud that so e?ccel- 
lent a manpas Captain Hey wood bad swerved from {he established. Y:etig^h 
of his country ; end, the author* editor* or compder of the pages v^ich ]^U 
thi^is a Unitarian preacher.* 

While we decline entering upon the delicate question as to the effect of thia 
, communication* we may at once assert thae it is very uncalled for ; and the 
little additional information respecting the Captain* which has gratified us in 
this ]\{emoir, is more than lost in the pain we have felt at its Jesuitical con- 
clusion. . • 

Nor are we better pleased with the execution of the hook. iTie writer* 
having but one object in view, is careless in the details, and unequal to the 
commonest teclmicalities. He tells us that Hey wood embarked for sea*life at 
the age of fifteen, and yet supplied dates which prove our assertion that he 
was only thirteen. In the catalogue of surveys, one of the best— that of Ciita 
—is omitted. He appears to be quitd unacquainted with the papers which 
the Captain published on maritime affairs ; and, in many instances, the^ex- 
press wish of the deceased Ij^s been trifled with. “ Several volumes of MSS.,'" 
says Mr. Tagart, “ containing memoranda on the subjects of his inquiries, in 
which theology held a conspicuous place, were destroyed by him a short time 
before his death. He feared that observations might go forth as his, which, on 
maturer consideration, he should be inclined to disavow or modify ; and which* 
indeed, were never intended for the public eye. His valued partner would* 
for her own sake, have gladly rescued some of these precious relics from de- 
struction ; but in answer to all entreaties to spare them, he would reply, that 
hereafter some well-meant affection for his memory might possibly induce a 
violation of that privacy which it had been his happiness to preserve.'* 

2. Substance of the Medical Reports upon the Epidemic called Cholera. 
By John Harnett^ M,DJ Suo. 1 832. 

Though this book is hardly within our cognizance, still, its author being a 
naval surgeon, and its subject dtfo of paramount importance* we give it a 
place amongst our notices. 

l5r. Harnett was commissioned by government to proceed in June, 1831, to 
Dantzic, in order to investigate the epidemic raging in that city. He ap- 
pears to have applied himself, with equal zeal and diligence, to accomplish 
the object of his mission, so that he was enabled to return a full report on the 
history, «yinptoms, and nature of that dreadful scourge. After tlie pains and 
toil of compiling this report, it was natural that Dr. Harnett should hope they 
would prove neither unserviceable to the profession, nor uninteresting to the 
public ; he was therefore anxious to see his labours published; but it has not 
taken place. On this occasion the Doctor exhibits his regrets rather strongly, 
and imputes their non-appearance to the interference of tlie superintendent- 
general of quarantine ; but perhaps the bulk of the papers may have jn- 
Suenced the question. In this dilemma he has, yery properly, printed 
substance of the official returns, which he transmitted to the privy council. 

For the local situation and sta4istics of Dantzic, the rise and progress of 
the epidemic, and (he account of its Ravages, we most refer the reader to 
tlie volume itself. Our space affords us but room to quote the author's con- 
clusions respecting the cholera ; and, from Hhe care and skill manifested* to- 
gether with the authenticity of the documents^ we can safely recommend 
them to the attention of the public, 

1. That it is spontaneously produced iu certain weak constitutions, and disordered 
habits of body* iu consequence of soma indetermiiitde combination of certain atnios** 
picric, and local states, and occasionally in consequence of diffbrent powers of> elec- 
tricity in /the air* on such constitutiunB and marked habits* as li^y reasonably be 
inferred from the progress of the disease iu certain electrical states, of the %weath«fr.* 
% That cholera spreads epidemically, but irregularly* still* in (gicordimce wi^ 
niarked'^rBonai and local states, more tnau any other epidemic., 

*^3/ general infection^ in the Sense 1 use it* is produced only by an unfavour* 
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able atate of the atmosphere in certain localities pnmoting'aiMh a state j and apeno/ 
tnfictton, by the air t*irig rendered still more deleterious on being jtat uft ^ further 
yftiated by the JUniiitt oT^rt or liquid dlth, orjid being contaminated with the ftuj 
^ir and ejftuvia of iiiyetaf persons, ^vhether affected Or not, in elase j^lacel* Bw 
Surely these intidenhil aggratating causes niay be fully retnoved) or pattiy Obviated at 
least. V 

With referehca here to contagion or non-contagion by tnercnandise *■*— 
ii»e very nature; indeed, of the disease seems to indicate that it is not uecessaniy 
propagated by merchandise. Independently, however, of which, there h*w never been 
any evidence whatever in DaotzK of its being so propagated; while all the ^then- 
tic facts, which 1 have enumerated on this head, in that particular quarter, uecl^ 
strongly against contagion in this way ; to which would add, as formerly stated, 
dome others of a private nature also strikbgly against it." 

3. Practical Remarks on the Building. Riggings Armim, and EqUi^ing 

kis Majesty's Ships of War. By Rear Admiral A, Pr. Schomberg, 8 VO. 

1832. • 

The name of Scliomberg is one of interesting naval recollections; and 
especially so from the merits of the late excellei\t man and correct officer# 
Sir Alexander, as well as those of his two sons, who now hold so distin- 
guished a rank in the service. It is the elder of these who has furnished us 
with the remarks before us. 

Though tlie rear-admiral has therein afforded nothing strikingly new, yet 
his observations, being founded on experience, advance our stock of profes- 
sional knowledge ; and there are many hints which will prove so useful both to 
the builder and the officer, that we strongly recommend their perusal. They 
8ffe written, as the reader will find, and as the author admits, without the 
slightest attention to literary minutim, and are addressed solely to profe8<» 
sioual men. We have but confined space for noticing the work, and, indeed, 
the nature of its contents preclude abridgment. Rear-Admiral Schomberg 
has long advocated an increased Ifreadth of beam to our ships in general, and 
again stoutly advocates the principle, — but, indeed, most sailors have long 
been agreed on this point, and it appears*fl[ial; the naval architects are also 
fetching the same. He wishes, besides, the masts to be stepped, and ^the 
rigging to be broi^ht to temporary lanyards before the ports of the upper 
deck are cut out, in order that the injurious anomaly of placing guns where ^ 
they cannot be discharged without danger to the shrouds, may be avoided. 
The general reflections on “ gunning ” a ship are not broadly dissimilar from 
the sentiments already expressed in this Journal, and we think that Che rage 
for.heavy metal may be carried too far. ^ 

The Hear-Admiral is no lover of the “ Donkey frigates,” or ** crabs of 
ships,” as he calls them, and he thinks, as, indeed, does everybody else that 
we have hearrl qn the subject, that the sooner they are sold out of theservibe 
the toter. They are not worth cutting down to corvettes, as they want every 
requisite of men-of-war. We perceive he is not pleased either at turning our 
beautiful 18-gUn brigs intc vety indifferent ships : — “I suppos..,” he observes# 

** it was to make an enemy think them of more force than they are ; but thia 
is not a reason sufficient to injure the best ^^ualities of a line vessel^ and our 
nautical foes have nautical eyes to observe the main and mizen-i&asts so very 
dose to each other# and to perceive the vessel is not larger than an 1 8-gua 
brig, notwithstanding her rig as 5. ship.” He calls for improvement in the 
Small Craft of the navy as well as in the great ships, and we think with 
reason. Why should not the equipment and management of that truly Bng- 
hsh sea-boat, the cutter, by far the handiest vessel for all services that ffiere 
is; be more an object ? They Wave ever done good service in attending oUt 
fleets, and might still do most of the Channel duty. The objection^ whicn the 
Adffiiral raisesi* against the Tennies” aife as follow ; — " Thdy are ind^- 
mfleant in force as sloops of war, ifoable to show a gun out of a port ifl coiU«> 
XQOii» strong breezes, qv their decks would fill with water $ t^ey hayb iieithec 
under water to sail, nor above water to fight ^ W j^allow 
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in d^th. and mare expensive m proportion in their equipment* than a vessel 
far more serviceable/’ 

We voll |uhjoln a specimen oT the Rear-Admiral's style and reasoiiing in 
the following reflections on the ^ 

^ ostial display of the Hoyal Standard, 

'' It is a well-kiiowlS instruction oi constitutional re^ilation, *Tho royal standard 
^ is never to be displayed but at the irniintop.gallant-mast-head, this being the mast to 
denote naval supremacy/ There is aUo an instruction — * Whenever it is hoisted, the 
red en^gn shall be worn with it as the ship’s colouvs, instead of the white (Saint 
George? s) or a blue ensign^ rod being the hWhesl coloiuf/ I have ever road this old 
instruction to be quite clear and explicit, spewing as an individual and as an officer, 
thavc long considered it an apparent inconsistency, though perfectly unintentional on 
the part of the service, in the public dioplay of the royal standard, when officially 
hoisted on any anniversary, to be observed on board his Majesty’s ship, where a com* 
nlander-in>chief’s flag is at the main, Cnstom alone, 1 believe, has made it general, 
in this instance, to hoist the standard of England at the /ore, on the anniVeTiiary of 
their Majesty's birth-days, and all other riljoicing days, in order to allow the Admi* 
tal's dag to tty at the mam, by which the royal staudaid is, unintentionally, degraded. 
J am prepared fur the question from anticipated professional objection, should the 
above statement cause any, by* prompt explanation. Where is the Admiral's ttag to 
be hoisted ? Nowhere : on that occasion the standard is sufficiently remarkable, and 
correctly so, to distinguish the Commanaer-in-chief 's ship, for no other ship has any 
right to wear the standard in sight of the Commaiider-iii-chief, or an Admiral. As a 
proof of this well-known regulation, flag-ships only are allowed a standard, unless 
when the King (or any of the Royal famdy) has embarked in any other. 

There is a difference when the royal standard is displayed, should his Majesty or 
any of the Royal family be on hoard, and which, I believe, tends to elucidate, in a 
clearer {loiut of view, what is here stated. When his Majesty visits an Adiniral'a 
ship, or any of the Royal family, the Admiral’s flag will be immediately struck, and 
the royal standard hoisted at the and saluted with twenty-one guns by tlie shipa. 
of the fleet or squadron pi'esent. The Admiral will still command the squadron os hh 
Admiral, hut under the supreme command of his Majesty, or under the contrpl of 
any of the Royal family who may be embarked. No flag, in this instance, can fly at" 
either of the other mast-heads, %nd 4hu ship will wear the red ensign as her pro|)et 
ctilours, as well as all private ships in company, without regard to what the colour of 
the Admiral’s flag is, Or at which mast his rank entitles him to carry it. If a, junior 
Admiral is in company, he will wear his flag and proper colours, either red, white, or 
' blue. On his Majesty, or any of the Roy<ii famdy who may have been on board, 
leaving tbu ship, the standard is hauled down, when the Cuininander-in-chief re-hoisU 
his flag. 

In Older to distinguish that the standard is displayed for an anniversary, or the 
like, ^1(1 not from any Royal personage being on board, the Admiralty and uiqQa! 
flags are hoisted at the other mast-heads. The Admiralty flag is correctly hoisted ak 
the /of e, if the standard is displayed at the rightful mast-head. Tho union flag, bein^ 
the colours of the nation, is displayed at both extremes of the ship. The Admiraliy; 
flag is the emblematical ensign of the official naval government of^the realm. The 
Toyal standard is the banner of England and her crowded maps of dominion. In that 
standard is impaled all tho militaiy power of her fleets and armies, the royal, line^ 
and illustrious &cent of her kings and queens for generations, and every other 
honour subordinate to that monarch who wears the crown. 1 have endeavoured to 
point out what 1 really believe is dbiie to avoid an apparent inconsistency, arising 
from an idea, thaflif an Admiral strikes b^flag, his official power of command ceases 
fur that time, and that, in consequence, from his flag being to be worn at the main* he 
cannot hoist it auywhere else^ by which means che standard is degraded to a second 
position — the/(>retop-gallaiit>maBt-hedd of the ship. Uere is the inconsistency, if any 
exist. 1 humbly acknowledge m}sclf inflexible in thinking this to bo irregular, 
according to my Judgment of the old established rules and regulations of the naval 
service. An AdmiiaVs command must cease, of ^ourse, if he stiildes his flag tinder 
any other circumstances than from the official display of the royal standard noisted 
on board his flag;ship, all navtd and military power being nierged in the crown, the 
contiuuauce of his flag on board, with the stamjanl, is, 1 believe, unAcessury^ 

1 vrill here introduce a few professional and systematical regulations, which I offer 
for observation, dnd t hope may be honoured in being read l^y those hfgh ia' office in 
the state^ though they may not be adopted. 
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** 1. The royal standard never to he hoisted but id the maintop^ffallant-mast-head of 
his Majesty’s ships of war, either on anniversari^ or state holidays; when the Aa- 
miral and Cominander<in<*chief ^s flag, of whatever colour or gradoi be for that 
day, and re-hoisted when^ the standard is hauled down at sun-set. The standard 
denotes the Commander.in-chief's ship. c 

“ 2, On such occasions the Admiralty flag is also to be displayed at the /ore, and the 
union at the mizeutop-gallant-mast-heads, as has been customary, denoting that hi# 
Majesty is not on board, nor any of *ih6 Royal family, for if they ore, no other mast- 
head flag should be displayed. 

** 3. All jtiiiiur flag officers in'^company to w£ar their flags and proper colours. 

** 4. All other ships to wear a red ensign when the standard is flying. 0 

5. All ships of the line, and large frigates, to be supplied with a standard, and on 
proper occasions, as above, the senior Captain only to hoist it at the main, with the 
union flag at the fore, and a common pendant at the mizen, a red ensign, as usual, 
with the standard. The pendant, in this case, would denote that there was no flag- 
ship in company.** 

The Buccaneer. — ^We have been an- the eminent author. The manuscripts and 


ticipated m so many competent (juarters, 
as to the pronounced merits of this work, 
that we have little else to do than to ex- 
press our cordial concurience in tlie uni- 
versal approbation with which it has been 
greeted. The Buccaneer is a Tale of the 
Protectorate— including, in its dramatit 
pertortiB, the doughty Protector himself; 
and is the first essay in historical romance 
of Mrs. S.G. Hall, a lady whose Sketches 
of Irish Chai-acter,** we have already said, 
are imbued with the genius of Miss Edge- 
worth. In the present production the 
peculiar talent of the writer is displayed 
in its best features, and with added force 
and refinement. It is not in our power to 
analyse its ingenious and interesting 
story, which will richly repay perusal. 

The Poetical Works OF Leigh Hunt. 
—Though never leaning to the school 
either of (loetry or politics in which Mr. 
Hunt has figured, we have ever enter- 
tained for that writer the respect due to 
his talents and consistency. The present 
volume, comprising a selection of his 
poetiy, revised, and preluded by a ** good 
gossiiiping preface,” has been published 
by a subscription, which we regret to learn 
has not been so extensive as might have 
been expected or desired. WV, therefore, 
very cordiall^r recommend its purchase to 
our book-buying readers, upon the double 
merits of the author and his book. The 
Story df Rimini, |pite of faults of style, 
which, like other innovations, are amend- 
ed orexjdained” in the new version, must 
ever be deemed by those who /ee/, rather 
than criticise, the fantastic tricks*’ of the 
Muse, one of the* most charming poems 
in the English language. 

History of E¥)gland. By Sin Jam^s 
Macihnt^. Vol. III.— About two- 
tbieds of this vdlume had been prepared 
Mt tbo period of the lamented decease of 


memoranila pertaining to the subject, 
which were len by Sir James Mackintosh, 
having been purchased by the projirietors 
of The Cabinet Cyclopaedia, the history 
is carried on in this volume to the period 
of the Spanish Armada, and will be com- 
pleted, it 19 affirmed, by the continuator,** 
in the spirit of his predecessor. 

Turner’s Annual Tour. — ^This is a 
noble and acostly volume, bearing the palm 
from its compeers in bulk, and rivalling 
the best in its intrinsic qualifications. 
Mr. Leitch Ritchie again figures in this 
elegant department of literature, illustrat- 
ing! by *^hM pen the beautiful productions 
of Turner’s pencil. The combination is 
duly effective. The plan of this w ork, 
destined to form an annual series, with- 
out reference to the time of the year, is 
** to illustrate with the pencil and pen all 
the most celebrated rivers of Europe.” 
The present, or first volume, is dedicated 
to the Loire ; the next will treat o^ The 
Seine. 

Standard Novels, Vol. XXII.:— 
Fleetwood, by the Author of Caleb 
Williams, is condensed into this volume. 
The tale is preceded ,by an interesting 
preface by Godwin, whodescribes, accord- 
ing to the fashion introduced by the Au- 
thor *of Vy’ayerley, the manner in which 
Caleb Williams, hie magnum opus, was 
“ concocted.” 

Findbn’s Landscape Itj^ustrations 
OF Lord Byron, Part IX.— “ lauthe** 
would almost tempt us to envy Petrarch” 
his « Tomb,” take the « Lover’s Leap,” 
or, in default of her smiles, seek solitude 
and, celibacy at the “ Cork Convent.” 
“ Venice,” and the •* Castle of Ferrara,” 
w tme as beautiful. We should have 
liked an ampler glimpse of the former* 
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CORRE9POXOENCE FROM TtlE PRINCIPAL PORTS AND STATIONS. 

« ^ * Portsmouth, Dec. 19, 1832. 

Mr. Editor, — Since the communications which have been made to the 
• United Service Journal relative^to the combiAed|squadron under the command 
of Vice-Admiral Sir Pulteney Malcolm, little h^^s been heard of them at this 
port. The Vernon arrived on the 5th from the Downs, with a Dutch ship which 
> she had detained, and for Captain Sir F. Collier to transfer her tb Captain Sir 
G. Westphall, the Vernon being intended to hoist the flag of Vice Admiral 
Sir G. Cockburn, as Commander-iii-Chief in the West Indies and North Ame- 
• rica. She has since sailed for Plymouth to refit. Her stay being so short at 
Portsmouth, I have been unable to ascertain if the late gales of wind which 
she must have encountered have affec^d her or not. Sir G. Cockburn is 
hurried out to his command sooner than was expected, owing to his Majesty’s 
ship Hyacinth having brought intelligence of the death of the vice-admiral 
late in command, Sir E. Col^^oys. He had been ill some time, and it is stated 
that, on landing at Bermuda, he called a consultation of the medical officers 
on the island, and ascertaining from^heir report that his dissolution was very 
soon to take place, he with great calmness made the necessary arrangements 
for his funeral, and dispatched a vessel to Commodore Farquhar in the 
Blanche, directing him to proceed to Bermuda, and how to act with the squa- 
dron. The Hyacinth had a run home of only seventeen days. She brought 
630,000 dollars on merchants’ account, and has since come into harbour, and 
been paid off into ordinary. The Druid has returned from South America, 
but is ordered to refit and hold herself in readiness for sea. Captain Hamil- 
ton’s extreme bad health has compelled him to relintmish the command, and 
the ship is now waiting, or has been, for C^tain J. Roberts to join. Report 
says that her destination is Lisbon, to relievd the Briton. The Druid is a fine 
first-class frigate, and since first; commission has been to England and 
had a partial refit at Plymouth. ** 

TJje Malabar came up to Spithcad on the 6th, and will probably rejoin and 
relieve the Spartiatc. The remainder of the squadron are in the Downs, 
having been driven in by bad weather. Great fears were for some days 
entertained for the safety of his Majesty’s ship Snake, but she is now with 
the others. The Castor, Stag, Conway, and Rover, with the Eagle, and one 
other revf nue cutter, have detained and sent in several Dutch horaeward- 
bouni ships, which are now either at anchor or laid alongside some of the 
king’s Jiulks in the harbour. It is said that government intend to order moor- 
ings to be laid down for all those detained, and have them placed in tiers 
either in Farehain or Porchester lake — if this be correct, it looks as if their 
release was not expected very speedily. The officers or crews are seldom seen 
on shore, although no difficulty is placed in the way of their communicating 
when and whert? they please. One day last week* they all hoisted Dutch 
colours at the mast-head, &c., it being a birth- day or anniversary ; and the 
vice-consul entertained the Captaitis at dinner. 

During the 10th,J 1th, and 12th of. the month, the town was in a great 
bustle in consequence of a contested election for the borough. The members 
have heretofore been returned by the corporation, consisting of a select few 
in the Whig interest. The Reform Bill having greatly increased tho number 
of electors. Captain Charles Napier, C.B., who recently commanded his Ma- 
jesty’s ship Galatea, stepped forward, and so early as June last began an 
active personal canvas. The polling commenced on the 11 th, and concluded 
on the 1 2th : the gallant captain was defeated by a large majority, as was to 
be expected, he being nearly a stra^igcr to the inhabitants. VWthoiit in tho 
remotest degree wiping to disparage the talents, merit, or fitness, of Qaptain 
Napier to fill tlio office to which he aspired, that of bcinftthe repi?jsontativo in 
parliament of the first naval arsenal in England, it is evident to all reasonable 
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men, from the numbers which he obtained, that if an admiral of political 
influence, such as Sir G. Cockbum, Sir J. Gore, Sir R. Stopford, or the pre- 
sent estimable Secretary of the Admiralty, had presented himself, nhe second 
member for the borough would either have lob[ his seat, or been placed in a 
tottering predicament, as about 200 voters did not poll ; and many of tbose 
who supported Messrs, Carter and Baring did it for the sake of using dieir 
elective franchise for the first time. There were a few broken windows, aiid 
Borne distribution of mud and discourteous language, but otherwise everything 
terminated quietly. 

The Serpent, having been fitted at Woolwich, arrived on the 12th ; and on 
the same day the Sulphur, Captain Dance, with Governor Stirling on board, 
from Swan River, having left that settlement on the 12th August. He is tlio 
bearer from the settlers of that colony of p. memorial to government, in which 
they have represented that there are about 150 acres of land in corn cultivation, 
several buildings erected, and great improvements of different kinds in pro- 
gress ; but the original inhabitants have annoyed them, and some lives are 
lost. They ai*e much in want of labourers of both sexes ; and notwithstanding 
large sums of money have been expended, and rgroat difficulties overcome, 
there is frequent scarcity of food. The locality is good, and the land, ac-^ 
cording to the judgment of the present settlers, capable of producing excel- 
lent crops of wheat, barley, and oats ; and sheep pasturage is excellent. 

The memorial embraces a number of other points, which it is not*po8sible 
to furnish you with in detail ; there is one circumstance, however, mentioned, 
which shows that the religious feeling of the colony is of the right sort, as 
th^ appl^ fdl^omc clergymen of the Estaolished Clmrch to be sent out. 

The colony was left incbarg^ of Captain Irvin of the 63d regiment, during 
Governor Stirling's absenc®. . 

The Sulphur brought letters from his Majesty's ship Isis, which describe 
the loss of the Borneo, whaler^ at the north i)art of the Mozambique 
Channel. She struck on an unknowm coral shoal on the 22nd of July last, 
in lat. 12'^ 14' S. long. 46*^ 7' E. The capt<iin^(Ross), the surgeon, and ono 
sailor contrived to get to the island of Johanna in an open boat, distance one 
hundred miles, the third day after being wrecked. The Isis fortunately 
touched at the island and brought them away. The mention of Captain 
Ross being saved has given rise to a rumour, that it was the Captain Ross, 
to ascertain whose positive fate such laudable exertions, both in and out of 
the service, are making at this moment. 

The Cruizer, Captain Parker, anived on the 1 3th, from the Ea^t Indies, 
last from the Cape of Good Hope. 

An intimation has been made to the head-quarters of this division of 
' Marines, that in future a field-officer shall accompany all Admirals appointecl 
td command oh foreign stations. The official regulation or order has not 
yet been sent down, but the officers whose turn it bo are in readiness. 
The foreign stations arc, the Mediterrancan-<^^1» Indies— the West 

Indies and North America — South America, Why omit tne coast of Africa 
and Cape of Good Hope ? 

It is expected that Licut.-Col. Hornby, R.M., of tho Portsmouth division, 
will embark with Vice-Admiral Sfr George Cockburh. This regulation 
ought to be well considered before it is finally determined on, as several diffi- 
culties may be started, viz. How is this flold-offic^f to be disposed of> if the 
CommandCr-in-chief should think fit to leave him ofi^d to inspect and bri- 
gade of Marines of tho fleet which may be in harbour ^der refit (that being 
his ostensible 'duty) ; for if hcbis only to sail about with his Admiral, why put 
an officer of higbet rank than a captain on board ? Secondly, Where is the 
field-officer mess ? it cannot be in tthe ward-room. If a lieutvcol, 
embarks, his rank in the army, ki most cases, will ^ual that of the ca]^n 
the*shipf and how is he to be accommodated with regard to cabin, &c,? 
How is he to shard prize-money? as wo may now look forward to a wari 
These questions^ and numerous others which huve been asked, must a& be 



99 


PRINCIPAL AND STATIONS. 

fixed permanenily, as the appdntoeDt is not to be temporaiyt but take place 
with ever]^ Admiral that go^ nrom England. 

At the monthly examination of Midshipmen at the Royal Naval College^ 
held on the 10th instant, tha following ^sed for lieutenants -Mr. H. J. 
Julian, Mr. R. M. Donne, Mr. J. Moling, all of his Majesty's ship South* 
ampton* 

On Tuesday, the 18th, the usual half-yearly inspection of the Royal Naval 
College took plade, previous to .tho students^ going home fbr the Christ- 
mas vacation, before a committee of officers, consisting of the naval com- 
mander-in-chief, Sir T. Foley, G.C.B., the Admiral Superintendent of tho 
Dockyard, and second in command. Sir F. L. Maitland, K.C.B. Each class 
of students was examined by the professor and masters, and also by the 
committee, in the different brandies of study. The following were most 
minutely questioned in geometry, algebra, trigonometry, navigation, astro- 
nomy, survey ing, gunnery, fortification, &c., and being considered well quali- 
fied, and competently instructed in those subjects, were recommended to be 
discharged into his Majesty's ships. 

1. Spicer, • 4. M‘Leod, 7. Rowley, 

2. Pollard, 5., Seymour, 8. Lang, 

3. Vansittart, 6. Fowler, 9. Compton. 

The first medal was granted to Mr. P. T. Spicer. Tho second medal to 
Mr. W.J. Pollard. 

There aro two employments of importance in which the senior classes of 
students are daily exercised for six or eight months previous to leaving, not 
generally known in the service, viz. actual gun practice, and rigging, knot- 
ting, splicing, &c. Tho Admiralty have lor some years allowed two six- 
pounder guns to be placed at the north part of the dock-yard, so that when 
the tide suits twenty students are instructed by their officers in the duty of 
loading, priming, elevating, and firing these guns at a target placed expressly 
for them. The battery is built to resemble a ship s deck, aud is furnished 
with every requisite for guns of.Ahat calibre. When tide, or other circum- 
stances interfere, they are instructed iu rigging, making small rope, &c. &c. 
While on the subject of tho Naval College, it is a matter of great regret to 
numerous naval officers that the Admiralty shouhl have thought proper to 
order the discontinuance of lectures which Mr. Professor Inman daily gave 
in the School of Naval Architecture, and which were afterwards explained by 
the mathematical masters. On the first institution of this senior department, 
in November, 1829, twenty-four naval officers on half-pay, of the rank of 
Captain, Commander, and Lieutenant, were admitted w ithout any, or very 
inconsiderable expense to government. (The regulations, &c. to be observed 
were promulgated by authority in the quarterly Navy Lists.) Between 
seventy and one hundred officers have thus derived much information, and, 
in some instances, most valuable instruction, during the twelve or eighteen 
months attendance. In addition to mathematical lectures, there was a lec- 
ture on tho practical construction of ships, fi-om that able ship-builder, Mr. 
Fincham, to wliom all the superior class of shipwright-apprentices were 
articled, and who has recently been promoted to be assistant-builder of Sheer- 
ness dock -yard. The officers, also, had the privilege of attending the gun- 
practice on board the Excellent, and at the laboratory on Southsca Common, 
to get acquainted with the method of making and filling cartridges, rockets, 
&c., information which few naval officers, I apprehend, know anytliing of, it 
being considered out of their lino of actiofi. However, all study of that 
nature for naval officers is at an end, so far Ithc Admiralty fiave to do wifcli 
it, the building being oi'dercd to be dosed, and 'the. inhabitants dismissed. 

One end is to be appropriated for the Admiral-ISuiierintende^t's offices, and 
will not be half spacious enough ; the oth?r is to form a residency for the 
Secretary of the Commander-in-chief, when that officer commences his resi- 
dence in the dock-yard. • 

As mu<^ interest has been excited by the sailing-trial of Lord Belfasf s 

, HS ’ 
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yacht, the Water-witch, and his Majesty’s brig. Pantaloon, tho tender of the 
Royal George yacht, commanded by Lieutenant Dacres, I send you the 
statement as it has gone* the round of the local papers ; I believe it was origi- 
nally put forth witii his Lordship's signature. M eight a.m., November 23rd, 
the Water-witch weighed anchor, and beat out of Falmouth harbour wilSi a 
strong breeze at S.S.W., under /louble-reef topsails, foresail, jib, and fore 
and aft mainsail ; shortened sail outside of the harbour, and waited about an 
hour for the Pantaloon’s joining. At ten a.m. bore down to close on tho 
Pantaloon’s weather-quarter ; at 11 . 15, distance short half mile, bearing 
E.N.E., hauled to the wind on the starboard tack with courses and top-gal- 
lant sails set, with a strong breeze at S.S.W. and a heavy sea ; in four and 
three-quarter hours, on making three tabks, beat the Pantaloon five miles 
dead to windward ; the Water-witch could then have weathered the Lizard, 
when the Pantaloon could only fetch a httle to windward of the Black Head. 
On the close of the day, at four p.m., the Water-witch bore down to close with 
the Pantaloon ; at 4 . 30 hauled her wind on the weather-beam of the Panta- 
loon ; soon afterwards both vessels tacked and stood to the southward, tho 
Water- witch keeping her mainsail up ; at six p.*m. tacked to the westward, 
wind still blowing strong from S.S.W. .They kept company till midnight, 
the Water-witch sparing tho Pantaloon top-gallant-sails and mainsail ; from 
the darkness of the night they parted. The Water-witch showed blue lights, 
which were not answered-- no accident happened to either vessel. The above 
statement is verified by two Captains in his Majesty’s Aavy and an acting 
Master of his Majesty’s packets at Falmouth who were on board the Water- 
witch. 

The troops in this garrison consist of the depots of tho Royal Fiisilecrs, 
12th, 51st, and 94th regiments— about 120 men of the 12th, under Iho com- 
mand of Captain Patton, arrived about a week or two ago, to wait the arrival 
of tho regiment. The 84th and 86th depots are at Gosport. 


Devonport, 19th December, 1832.,, 

Mr, Editor,— Little of interest or importance has occurred here ailoat 
since my last, although, on shore, tho bustlo and excitement in this vir^rm 
borough has been unprecedented and intense. Before I enter upon that 
'Subject I must, however, quote from my Register, that the Malabar, 76, 
returned to the Sound on the 20th ult., but was called out again by^signal a 
few hours afterwards. The Cornwallis, 76, was taken out of dock, and the 
Fortd, 44, taken in to have her bottom cleaned. On the 25th, thcDrqjd, 46, 
arrived from Brazil. On tho 26lh, the Romney troop-ship arrived from 
Lisbon, and the Druid sailed for Portsmouth. The.Leveiet brig arrived from 
Lisbon on the 3 1st. The Jupiter troop-ship arrived on the 1st of December, 
having sprung her fore-yard at sea. The Leveret came up Haraouze on the 
2d, to refit. The Vernon, 50, cainc in on the 13th, to reflt^and prepare for 
Sir G. Cockburn's flag. 

In a former communication I stated that Sir Edward Codrington, tho 
gallant candidate for representing thw borough in Parliament, had met with 
some unpleasant treatment from,, his opponents ; and it is due to the highly 
honourable and unsullied character of Sir Edward to say, that if the impetuous 
young men, who so unfairly assailed that gallant officer, did exult for a time, 
it served only to render their subse(juent discomfiture more signal and 
complete. It happened that v^pry early m ’ this month, on tho certainty of a 
speciiy dissolution of Parliairient, Mr. Leach, an attorney, the opposing can- 
didate, called his friends together, and without allowing time f6r Sir Edward 
to appear, hafangued them upon Jhe subject of certain assurances of support 
which Sir Edward had stated, in an affidavit filed by him in the Court of 
King’s Bench, he had received from Mr. Leach, when he first appeared as a 
candidate for this borough. Mr. L., however^ denied having given such 
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assurances, and consequently reflected upon the admiral the charge of haying 
sworn tty what was not true. ^ Upon receiving, from his look-out-men here, 
an intimation of what was going on, the admiral* was not long in getting 
under way, and no sooner appeared in Dovonport than he called a meeting 
of the electors, Mr. Leach, who attended, endeavoured to evade, by evety 
art, the direct, straightforward, and poin^pd questions put by the admird, 
when the latter went into such a clear, manly, and convincing refutation of the 
calumnies against him, supported, too, by the most respcctablo testimony, 
that the following resolution was carried by a large majority, yz. — 

‘ That the upright, candid,‘ and honourable conduct of Sir Edward Cod- 
rington, under all the circumstances attendant on, and since, his offering 
himself as a candidate to represcht this borough, coupled with his publicly 
expressed sentiments on the several important legislative subjects submitted 
to his consideration from time to time, has been such as to entitle him to our 
support, and that the most strenuoui efforts he made to ensuro his return to 
Parliament.’ 

After Parliament was dissolved, the day of nomination here was fixed for 
Tuesday, the 11th iiist.* and then Sir George Grey, Bart, Sir Edward 
Codrington, G.C.B., and Mr. Lea(;Ji, were recommended by their lespectivo 
friends as fit and proper persons to represent this borough in Parliament ; 
and though the maiority of hands for the two first ought undoubtedly to have 
been decisive, a poll was demanded, and each mustered his strength for the 
corning day. Sir G. Grey polled numerously, for his cause was never 
doubtful. The gallant admiral, however, with admirable tact, and knowing 
the value of a corps dc reserve^ restrained many of his promised plumpers, 
and polled only sufficient to show the third candidate the weakness of his 
ground. The result of the day’s proceedings, therefore, induced Mr. Leach 
to resign the contest, leaving to the admiral a triumphant victory * without 
bringing his two-dcckcrs into action.’ TJie following day the two members 
wore chaired through the towns of Dovonport and Stonehouse, a magnificent 
and imposing procession hii^ving»bcen quickly arranged for the purpose, and 
in which the banners of the ‘ silver Grey ’ vied in gorgeous splendour with 
tlie dazzling whiteness of the admiral’s more numerous flags. 

Thus Devonport has secured for itself two as able and eflicient representa- 
tives as it is likely the new Parliament will possess ; and it has shown, not 
only in the selection it has made, but also in the manner the contest has 
been carried on, through a most arduous and highly-exciting period, that 
while revelling in the enjoyment of its recent enfranchisement, it would 
nciHier exceed the limits of good order, nor transgress the bounds of peace. 

have had dinners given -by the friends of each candidate, and Sir 
Edward, with his characteristic liberality, announced (previous to the election) 
his intention of giving a hall, which, accordingly, he did on the 17tli, when 
upwards of 2500 tickets Avere issued, and not only was the royal hotel crowded 
to excess, but the spacious town-hall was equally well filled. Every delicacy 
was provided 'for refreshment; and notwithstanding the various elements 
wliich in such a mass WTre unaji’oidably commingled, we may truly say, that 
never before did Devonport enjoy such a happy day. 

I remain faithfully yours, 

Alpha. 

Milford Haven, December 17, 1832. 

Although the late tremendous gales have filled our port. with shipping, 
driven in by stress of weather, vet little his occurred since our last report 
worthy a record in the pages of the United Service Jouraal The din of 
hostile preparation, which gives so much appearance of hustl® and activity to 
the eastern arsenals, scaredy agitates a single extra mechanic in the Ultma 
Thule of MiMbrd Haven. The only vessel of war .which Was entered our 
harbour since last month, is the Carron, Admiralty steamer, sent hither to 
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Tomove the family and effects of Mr. Peako, mc^dter shipwright transferred 
from Pembroke to Portsmouth dock-yard. Not a single unlucky Dutchman 
even has been cither detained at, or sent into Milford, although our revenue 
cruisers have been anxiously waylaying them.* On the 30th of November, 
Albion, private steam- trader, commanded by Lieutenant John Finlaysbn, 
R.N.g arrived here, having been struck by a heavy sea between Bristol and 
C^k, which carrierl away the larboard horse-stall, a sort of small cabin ad- 
joining the paddle-box, where^soveral deck passengers had taken refuge from 
the severity the weather. ' Such was the prodigious force of this surge, 
that it dashed the planks to shivers, and swept two men overboard, who, in 
the darkness and confusion, perished unnoticed, as they were not missed till 
the following morning, although a spaniM belonging to one of them, which 
was hurled into the ocean with its master, was heard barking an alarum as 
it drifted astern of the vessel. 

Can you enlighten us upon any of the following reports which have floated 
down here, it is said, from good authority f Tluit it is the determination ef 
His Majesty's Government to commence the new year by a sweeping reduc- 
tion of expenditure in all the public departments. Several important changes 
to take place in the Royal Navy. A promotion of Hag-officers, including 
our highly respected superintendent of Pembrokc-yard, Captain Charles 
Bullen, li.N., coininanding the Royal Sovereign yacht, who gets his Hag, 
but loses his appointment. An extensive superannuation of all classes 
under consideration ; also the consolidation of tho Captains’ and Com- 
manders’ Lists ; the whole to he called by tho former title, and to rise by 
seniority, under particular regulations, it being understood that tho last 600 
on such list only to be eligible to command sloops of war, and their rate of 
half-pay to remain as at present, A liberal distribution of ribands also to 
accompany the before-mentioned arrangements ; and the Order of the 
Guelph to bo no longer confined to officers of the army, but conferred, with 
^mething approaching to equality, upon the sister service, thus removing an 
invidious distinction equally distasteful to both.' t 

A convict-hulk, to contain 300 felons, will hereafter be stationed alongside 
a quay at Pembroke dock-yard, to be guarded by a detachment of 150 ma- 
rines, from the Plymouth division. Of course, these convicts aro to be em- 
ployed as labourers in lieu of horses or men hired for the purpose. 

Instructions have been issued by the Duke of Richmond, directing all post- 
office packets in future to wear blue ensigns and pendants instead of red, as 
heretofore. This reflation is supposed to have reference to some plan now in 
progress, for preventing private steam-boats assuming the colours and desig- 
nation of government packets, whether war-ofliccor otherwise — adcccptioifupon 
which has long been complained of, and will no longer be permitted. 

The SwalloW revenue cutter, commanded by Lieutenant Beatty, is 
wholly removed frqm the Milford station ; and the Skylark revenue cutter, 
hereafter be stationed at Milford, in lieu of, the Swallow, 

Of the s^en lazarettes, forming the quarantine establishment at MUford, 
It IS determined to abolish three^ with a proportionate number of officers and 
^amen, so as to reduce the whole expense by upwards of 1000/. per annum. 
OnlY 48 vessels have performed quarantine here, during the past year; but tho 
nucleus of the establishment must bo preserv^ed, as this is the only Foul Bill 
Station for Liverpool, Bristol, and all the other western ports of the empire, 

* . , Milford, December 17th. 

A. MFORT IS in c^rpulation, Manating, it is said, from quarters of autho- 
Xity, tl^t the ro()& at present erected over tho building ^ips in dock-yards 
to be donqk'way with ; because, forsooth, such a draught — not of porter, 
generated beneath *them, as tends to split some species of 
timber. • Such, however, I can scarcely imagine to be a foot. Surely all 
taeir other gem qualities are not to be thus sacrificed at the shrine of this 
one ap^iarent faulty Oh, no ; folly only dictates such a presumption. Rather 
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lot the said misfortuTie (for fault it cannot be) he remedied, which may 
be easily done by having a - partition, made to shift at pleasure, formed 
and placed at the midship section of each roof. Thi<| will remedy every error, 
and the expense would be but trifling— at all events, decidedly of no con- 
sideration, when it is recollected what immense destruction of property, 
sacrifice of comfort to the workmen, and decidedly less general advantage to 
ships while lying to season, would naturally arise from, such a proceeding. 

1 remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 

* ’ Nauticus. 

An^lo-Hihernian Packet Establishment, 

I Ilfracombe, Nov, 19, 1832, 

Mr. Editor, — ^Your correspondent, Nauticus, (dated Milford Haven, 
13th October), appears irritated upon the attempts to question the eligibility 
of that station for steam-packets. JJow, I should be very sorry to see your 
valuable Journal become the vehicle “ for a gladiatorial arena of a paper 
warfare,” subjected to scurrility ; for when a writer is endowed with highly- 
gifted and talented powers to review and criticise the eflbrts of humbler 
scribes, let me recommend good humour or silence, without contemptuous 
ridicule, which will more oircctudlly stop the lucubrations of an impotent 
adversary. That the production of Peregrinator is hasty, cannot be other- 
wise than admitted ; but a little allowance would probably have rendered 
the queries more intelligible, and, perhaps, the compositor had a difficulty iu 
decyphering the composition before it went to the press. What the context 
might naturally have inferred, renders it susceptible of excuse. To me it 
appears that the intention must have been to follow the question as a note 
thereto ; or if a parenthesis had been used, it would have been thus— (with- 
out regard to the impediments at Bristol, &c. &c.) ; also, that the query 
appears to be Milford instead of Bristol. 

Pennit me, however, to revert to the sdbject, with a hope of being intelli- 
gible, on the presumption that^ some cause has arisen to an expected rival- 
ship with Bristol, and that*the means which that port possesses are adequate 
t^ undertake the conveyance of the Post-office letter-bags direct to Waterford, 
in preference to the lengthened iidand distance (exceeding 150 miles) from 
that city to the packet-station at Hobb’s point, near Pembroke-yard. 

Now, it uould appear that the repeated observations of “Nauticus” tend to 
advocate the superiority of Milford Haven, and perhaps the public are not 
aware*of this plain fact: that the projected pier for the packets was recom- 
mended to be erected under the administration of 1827 ; and the estimated 
chj^gc given in by that eminent engineer, Mr. Telford, was 24,868/., exclu- 
sive of ttie lands required for its approach, of which the new roadwals 47,877/., 
nnd, I-believe, exceeded that sum before the road was completed : the pier or 
jetty has been proceeded with, but at present its progress is retarded ; and, as 
your correspondent observes, “ that unless further aid be given by Parlia- 
im«nt to brin^ the work to a state of completion, that part of the sea wall yet 
under water will speedily be enveloped in mud, and the job, like the basdess 
fiibric of a vision, leave not a \#reck of the jetty behind.’’ 

. It may, therefore, be opined, that not a little opposition is antici^ted at 
the ensuing meeting of a reformed Coiqmons House of Representatives ere 
a further grant be made by Parliament ; and that the total abandonment of 
the station will eventually ensue, and eflect a change in the mode of convey- 
ing the mails by hired packets at a very reduced charge in the expenditure, 
with the advantages of a direct communication from Bristol to Waterford. 

If a 'contradiction to these assertions cannot be made, your correspondent 
will doubtless admit that the subject is confounding ! but«if otherwise, that 
it will be for him to confute them in cfelicate terms, witlmt the aid of a 
Syrian Sirocco, or as a tramontane of ifcmot®. 

Relying oh a refutation (if practicable), 

I am, Sir, &c. SedT 
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GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE. 

t 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE UNITED Sl^RVlCB JOURNAL. 

The Spanish Ejj-Mnwfer, San Miguel. 

Mr. Editor, — In consequence of your note attached to General dc Alava*s 
letter in the United Service Journal for December, I once for all retract, in 
the most solemn, the fullest, and most unqualified manner, any imputation 
derogatory to the character of General San Miguel, supposed to arise out of 
a passage in the United Service Journah for Sci)tember of this year, and 
which I had somewhat negligently adopted from the London Courier of June, 
1823. 

In reference to the explanation which appeared in my letter in your Num- 
ber for November, I must still be peridittod to look upon the alleged attack 
as being, in a great measure, fanciful, on the part of those who have thought 
proper to notice it, but at the same time I impute the sensitiveness which 
they have shown to a feeling of conscious rectitude, and a wounded sense of 
honour. 

In addition, I am most grateful to General de Alava for having (if not 
expressly, at all events by the terms and tenour of his letter) relieved my 
mind from another erroneous impression with respect to General San Miguel, 
whom I had been led to believe (I cannot now doubt most falsely) to be an 
officer of the same name who bore a part in the rebellion of the army of the 
Isle of Leon, who, in 1820, accompanied Riego to Madrid, in the character of 
aide-de-camp, and who was banished hy the government of the Cortes to 
Zamora, for having, in the boxes of the public theatre, sung the song called 
“Tr^ga la Pero," (in English, “Gulp it down, you Dog,”) composed in 
allusion to the forced acceptance of the constitutional system by his unfortu- 
nate king; and which insult on royal misfortune even the constitutional 
autliorities found theiiiselves unable to tolelfaYe; ' His Majesty was, I think, 
in the theatre when this occurrence took place ; and the erroneous idea whl^h 
I had formed of the identity of the ex-Minister and the singer of the 
“ Tragala,* in some measure tended to lead me into the original error, for 
which 1 take blame. 

I most sincerely trust that my amende may now be considered so full and 
ample, as to render the testimony of Lords Heyteshury and Eliot, and of Mr. 
Ward, unnecessary upon this occasion; and that the allair will now be consi- 
dered as placed upon a satisfactory footing for all parties ; and that the 
character ol General San Miguel has been fully cleared from aspersion, that 
no vindictive feelings, or motives, may now ho allowed to mix tliemselves with 
the discussion. — I ora, Sir, your obedient and humble ser\'ant, 

A Royalist. 

P-S might have mentioned, as a matter of historical curiosity, that the 
“ hand ” who avowed themselves the murderers of the Curate Venuesa, and 
designated themselves as the company of the “Martello,” (or “ hammer,**) 
(in allusion to the instrument with which the king's almoner was put to 
death,) when they perambulated the streets . in the neighbourhood of the 
royal palace, after the commission of the murder, sung the “Tragala,” to 
which they kept time by beating on the palace walls with hammers which 
mey carried with them ; — this they did in chorus, and generally at midnight. 
Hence, perhaps, dt was that evep the government of the Cortes thought it 
incumbent upon ihem^ to punish* the offence, which I had falsely beehled to 
attribute to the ex-Minister, San Miguel, an^ for which I again express the 
utmost contrition.— R. 
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Captain RichdlB, R,N»^ to the Editor^ in reply to the Author of the 
^ Naval Sketch Book. t 

- December 14, 1832. 

Mr. Editor,— I have recently seen, in the new edition of the Naval Sketch 
Book, a review of the little pamphlet I wrote some years back, entitled, 
• “ Popularity of the Royal Naval Service.” And although, in some respects, 
I ought, perhaps, to be proud of so favourable notice from so talented a 
writer, yet is there a something so grating in ‘the accompanying charge of 
plagiarism, that not all his laudatory observations, nor even Such honied 
phrases as “ practised, sensible writer,” — “ agreable style,” — ** staggering 
broadside,” &c., can induce me, for a single instant, to delay the most unqua- 
lified denial of the charge ; and, indeed, singular as it may api)ear to him, of 
ever having seen his book till within* the last fortnight or three weeks, or any 
allusion to it, till long after the date of ^ts publication. And even assuming 
that there is in reality any plagiarism, still, as both our works arc, as I am 
told, dated in the same year (1826), it remains to be proved with whom the 
fraud rests ; while it will be easily admitted, that rash indeed must have 
been that plagiarist who could have ventured on such a fraud at a time 
when the work of the injured party tvas so fresh in every man's memory ; 
and that such conduct is at utter variance with that displayed in my pam- 
phlet, where every opportunity lias been seized to quote and eulogise Sir 
George Cockbum and others. 

With respect to the other criticisms of this redoubtable naval reviewer, it 
is more in the spirit of mirth than otherwise that I now purpose to notice 
them. 

“ We must regret,” he says, “ that to a very agreeable style, the writer 
has not (possibly through inattention in his early days to an essential, though 
unfashionable, part of education) added that logical acumen which would 
have enabled him to seize many points tha\ ha\e escaped even his zeal for 
the character and popularity of the service.” 

Now, Sir, if we were not iftesisfibly tempted to smile at this humourous 
and Signified assumption of superiority over an anonymous writer, it would 
be really a little too bad for any reply whatever. And if there is to bo 
a question of superior logical acumen between us, I think I may safely 
confide my cause to that part of the public who have read both the works in 
question, merely observing, that with those who prefer close argument to 
more lax disquisition, the following short extract from the pamphlet alluded 
to wilU weigh more in defending the character and discipline of the service 
than njany whole pages of the Naval Sketch Book. 

“ So little were men in general deterred from entering the service by an/ 
dread of the discipline, that there were actually in the war. 5000 marines 
more than were counted for the service, though they formed a fifth part of 
the whole navy ; — and be it rememberedj all volunteers for a service entirely 
governed by naval discipline.'^ 

A little farther on, our pleasant critic continues, — 

“ The title of the book is certainly unhappy, as the arrangement in the 
title-page evinces, which contains almost* every topic commented on as proofs 
of the unpopularity of the service, viz. ‘cruejty and oppression, — Hogging, — 
summary conviction, — delay of punishment, — ward-room courts-martial,’ ” 
Now, really, Sir, I was not prepared for anything even half so superficial 
as this censure, conceiving, as I always have, that the title of a book should, 
as nearly as possible, express the nature of its (jontents ; whichr, in this case, 
is not a mere series of eulogiums on the ofl5cers,’but a concatenation of brief 
arguments, to prove that the discipline of tho navy never had been that vile 
oppression Mr. Hume and others nJaintaineej it was, in parliamc^it ; and that 
the conduct of tho seamen and marines themselves was incontestable*, proof, 
as well of this important fact, as that this very service was then, at tho time 
of my writing, tho most poptdar martial "service under the crown, 
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1 mighiv it is tcuO) at that moment, \vhen the obtains pf the navy wem 
basely stigmatized as cruel tyrants, “ enamoured of tiogging," have confined 
myself simply to the defence, but I chose to take the higher glound, and 
justly claimed for them all the honour that belqfigs to the most popular service 
under the crown. But had I, like himself, been content to simply pleadrthe 
innocence of the charges, which ho says were so commented on by the pub- 

such as flogging, &c. confining myself to mere eulogy, — might not, I ask, ' 
this very same reviewer muph more justly have charged me with the same 
sins of an early education, and a lamentable \rant of that logical acumen with 
which he is^ happily, so largely endowed ? And if, in avoiding this error, 

I have devoted distinct chapters to the refutation of distinct accusations, in 
what respect is my index or title-page to'blame ? 

I think, Sir, this gentleman, or officer,, in some part of his work alludes to 
Blackstone's Commentaries, certainly written in a spirit of eulogy on our 
constitutional and fundamental laws ; yet Bluckstono has been so unhappy 
himself as to place at the head of one whole volume. Private, and at the 
head of another Public, Wrongs. And, where this kind of criticism prevails, 
what shall be said for poor unhappy Smith, who, in his great work entitled 
The Wealth of Nations, has so unhappily headed several of his chapters 
with Expenses of Justice,” — Eipcmes of Public Works,”-- “ 
of Education,”— and “ Ej^jcnses of Supporting the Dignity of theSovereign” ? 
Or who shall dare to defend the Holy Bible itself, vWien we very well know 
that if many of the chapters were appropriately headed, we should have in 
the index, “ Homicide,” — “Parricide,”— “ Regicide,”— “Idolatry,” — “Im- 
piety,”— “ Murder,” — “Rebellion,” and the 'name of almost every unholy 
crime that disgraces humanity ? Nay, Sir, what shall be said for the con- 
gruity and luminous arrangement of our exemplary Reviewer himself, when 
we see in a work entitled a “ Naval Sketch Book,” such inconsistent and 
inexplicable chapters as “ Opera House Messengers,” — “ Craniological 
Wolves,” — “Saints,” — “S 9 avans ;” and see, as some will think most unhappy 
of all, a naval officer majestically or tyrai^nicaljy wielding the rod of a critical 
Reviewer. 

But it is now time to remark on the charge of plagiarism, which isbcon* 
tained in the following extract from the second eihtion of the Naval Sketch 
Book; the reviewer ha\ing fortunately first got a glimpse of the pamphlet as 
the sheet was going to the press in 1831. 

“ Perhaps,” ho says, “ it was hardly possible that the similarity of our 
objects should not lead this officer into an adoption of similar topics, but wo 
confess his arguments are often so precisely, and his language soinetrmes so 
closely our own, that we should suspect ho had read the first editioiii of the 
Naval Sketch Book.” 

On this passage I shall briefly remark, that the first part of it is as much 
distinguished by good sense as it is at variance with the conclusion : for what 
could be more natural than for two naval officers, supposing^ lliem both gifted 
with common sense, always reading the same debates in parUameut, and 
feeling equally indignant at the base libelp on the service and their brother 
officers, and equally desirous of exonerating them, wliile both were furnished 
with the same materials, and both jlerhaps had had experience in the came 
disastrous mutiny, to adopt, without the .aid of any one, the same train of 
arguments, if not of general language, unless, indeed, the logical education 
of the on© must necessarily act as an extinguisher on the talents of the other. 
Or what could be more natural than for both of them to lay great stress on 
the fact, that the seamen tlvmselves in the mutiny punished their own de- 
linquents by Jlogging, and' did actually, in that remarkable petition, which 
stated all thA* grievances without compiaming of the discipline, request that 
a certain description of ofiendersf should be punished “ according to the rules 
of the navy,?” Why, Sir, none but an idiot could have omitted facts like 
these while writing Vju such a subjat ; and instead of laying claim to any pe- 
culiar merit for reciting them, let the reviewer? like myself, candidly aclmow- 
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ledgo, that each fleusta at the time, and leng after the mutiny had anbeided, 
were the constant theme of discuBsion from the cockpit to the cabin, in every 
ship in the fleet ; while the modesty of those times dia not permit any one to 
arrogate to himself the wholes credit of having brought forward so rife an 
armnhent. 

So much, Sir, for the arguments I am acyjused of stealing or borrowing ; 
*and now, let us turn to the larceny said to be committed on the stylo and 
language, which I am accused ^of having so closely copied. If by the word 
language^ be meant the style generally, it is very evident— as Jboth works 
(so at least I am told) bear the date of 1826, and the printer can prove that 
he actually received the manuscript of tho pamphlet from mo at the latter 
end of 1825— that I must have made wonderful proficiency in learning his 
style in so short a space of time ; while the supposition is in direct contradic- 
tion of the term he has applied to me — a “ sensible, practised writer ” — to say 
nothing of the ridiculous imputation he would subject himself to when praising 
my “ agreable style.” Or if by language be meant merely words, as may 
be assumed from some words being marked in italics, it may bo worth while 
to bestow a few remarks on them ; and particularly the words, according to 
the rules of the navy, as they stand fgrth most prominently. But these. Sir, 
aro the words of the seamen’s own jietition, and if, as he seems to say, I have 
marked them in italics, as well as himself, that is by no means wonderful, for 
I defy any one deeply interested in the subject to read the petition without 
making a pause, or laying a stress on those very words, — “ According to tho 
mlcs of the navy.” The two other words distinguished by tho same charac- 
ters are desolate silence, which were used by me as describing the only silence 
that could become a powerful engine of penitence, either at sea or on shore ; 
and which silence every seaman, however destitute of early education, well 
knows can never be procured in a ship ; and therefore there needed no pla- 
giarism to state the fact. And with respect io borrowing from the author of 
the Naval Sketch Book these precise words, it is curious that neither the 
word silence nor desolate is (tf'Irf«collect right) to be found in the pages 
alluded to ; so that the whole of this last charge must be reduced to the 
singte imputation that I have, while writing on tho same subject, contrived 
to express in two words the substance of nearly two pages in the Naval 
Sketch Book ! 

I shall now. Sir, conclude, with observing, that for nie to have been guilty 
of so bar^aced a plagiarism, as that of which I am accused, at a time when 
(if published) the Naval Sketch Book must be presumed to have been fresh 
in the^nemory, if not in every one’s hand, would not have been the act of a 
“ sensible, practised writer,” master 6f a “ very agreable style” of his own, 
and capable of giving “ valuable information on subjects but ill understood;” 
and above all, capable of^discharging at his opponents staggering broadsides, 
but rather the act of an individual not merely destitute of “ logical acumen,” 
but scarcely endowed with common sense, or, at least, utterly incapable of 
concocting arguments for himself, or discovering appropriate words for his 
most familiar ideas. • 

With every respect for the real talent of the author of the Naval Sketch 
Book, whose work hds otherwise afftirded me a high gratiilcation, 

1 am^ Sir, • 

Your most obedient servant, 

Wm. Ricketts, Captain, R,N, ' 

Storming of Ciudad Rodrigo, 

Mr. Editor,— The letter whiclp appears in your Number foi this month, 
marked — , is so evident a misconceptiorf of the spirit and meaning of my 
“ Recollections qf the Storming of Ciudad Rodrigo” in the previ(fus Number, 
that it should have been wholly unnoticed, wore it not ror the writer's un- 
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founded imputation of a wish on my part to detract from the acknowledged 
high reputation of the light division, and that my silence might possibly be 
construed into an admission of the correctness of the charge. Odce for all, I 
deny having been influenced by any such unviorthy motive ; nor do I enter- 
tain any feeling but that of just pride in the achievements of my country tuen, 
and sometime fbllow-soldicrs, of^the light division. 

If your correspondent will look to Capbiin Hall’s letter in your present 
Number, he will learn from it— and he n^ecls the lesson — “ that the profes- 
sional character and conduct of every public man, or bodies of men, form 
clearly a fair' matter of controversy and that when recording events, or en- 
deavouring to resc\ie from oblivion actions to which we may have been eye- 
witnesses, the memory of which might 6therwisc i)ass away, it is quite pos- 
sible to discuss the share which coiiis or. individuals may have taken in such 
occurrences, without seeking to assail the fair fame of others, and without 
giving, or intending to give, offence. ^ 

Pompous sarcasm, e^ en if witty, would be a poor substitute for facts, and 
loss of temper is a certain indiciation of being conscious that our arguments 
are not likely to have much weight. If the misconceptions of your corre- 
spondent were not wilful, as I am bound^ to siipiiosc they were not, he must be 
the dullest of readers, as he is the most bilious and irritable of writers. As 
my pen is in my hand, I shall, with your permission, Mr. Editor, offer a few 
remarks on the letter of * , replying to his comments, paragraph by pa- 

ragraph, ab initio, as they stand. In the first place, I have not the honour 
to belong either to the 5tii or 77th regiment, though very sincerely attached 
to both corps. I am a humble mufti-coatcd individual, whose career is of 
“ the things that were,” and wliosc sole knowledge of modern military 
affairs is derived from the monthly perusal of }our interesting journal. 

Had your corres|)ondent's perceptions not been clouded, he would have ob- 
served, from the first lines of^my narrative, that the position which he 
assumes for himself was the very ground on which I had taken my stand. 
I was induced to prepare that narrative the memoranda made by me 
tw’enty years ago, by the desire of refuting an “ unwarrantable attack ” (I 
thank him for the word) on the third division, contained in an articjLp on 
the storming of Rodrigo, published in your first Number, and but lately 
noticed by me ; so that, instead of ha\ing been the first in the field, I merely 
stood on the defensive ; or if I have piiahcd my operations a little into the 
enemy’s country, it is all fair in war. If your correspondent will expend 
half-a-crown in the purchase of your aforesaid first Number, he wiii likewise 
find that it contains a letter from Liouttniaut-Coloncl Ridge (the soul of truth 
and honour) which fully corroborates the most material circuuistance^^of iny 
narrative. 

But it seems 1 have said that, on certain occasions alluded to, the light 
division owed its hitherto undisputed name to those two weak battalions, 
.5th and 77th. How, when, or where have I said so? Which of us was 
dreaming when he wrote ? The only paragraph of mine which the most 
crooked imagination could have tortured into such a meaning is the one 
which shall speak for itself — viz. “ I am 'myself aware that the merit must 
be divided (and in no equal portions) with the 3hd Division. I remem- 
ber that at Badojoz, when thpy failed, the 3rd Division, by taking 
the castle, gained the town ; that at Sabugal, when in a most awkward 
scrape, we {the Zrd Division) rescued them ; and where, in their whole 
career, can they produce one instance to equal in splendour the conduct of 
the 5th and 77th at El BodoT\,? ” 

Again, it is invidiously as^rted that I have said it was entirely owing to the 
6th and 77T»^hat the Light Division werj able to walk up the small breach. 
Refer to my fiarrative, and you wjll perceive that I attributed the ease with 
which the leaser breach w as gainedby them to tho successful assault on the main 
breach, made hy five regiments which ore named. Was the letter-writer (net 
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the “ polite one ”) at Ciudad Rodrigo? Does he know how the citadel is situ- 
ated, and can he tell how, and by what route, this head of a column of which 
he speaks (k head, 1 suspect, without either body or tkil) contrived to wriggle 
itself into that vicinity at sucl%a juncture ? Did it turn to its right from me 
lessor breach, and proceed along the ramparts, overleaping in its miraculous 
and unseen progress, friend and foe ? or did it turn by the ramparts on its left, 

' making a detour of near half a mile, and ]^rhaps chemin 'faisant," and 
glove in hand, ushering up the 83rd and O'Tqole’s people at the river de- 
fences ? or did it bisect the town, piercing across its centre, but leaving it still 
in possession of the enemy ? It has been admitted by all who ’saw it, that 
the little breach was so steep, and narrow at top, that even with nothing moro 
than a 24-poundcr drawn across its summit, it might have been long defended 
by one hundred resolute men against the efforts of an army. It is but rea- 
sonable, then, to assume, that tliere must have been some causes for success 
auxiliary to the spirited attack of the L^hts. 

Does your correspondent know the meaning of the term ** cutting off the 
breach," that he attaches so much importance to the act? At the great 
breach their cuts did not retard us a moment, being easily leaped over, inde- 
pendent of the boards for crossing. 

Could * have seen Captain Mdcdougall after his death ? I did. lie 

was shot, not blown up. 

The attacks on the two breaches were intended to be simultaneous, and 
the two columns of attack arrived at their points at the same time. Agreed, 
But on reference to my narrative, and the various documents, your corre- 
spondent will observe that the 5th and 77th had a separate duty assigned to 
them, to perform which they started a considerable time before the other 
troops, and having cleared the ditches of the enemy, they found themselves 
at the foot of the breach in a situation which left them no option but to do or 
die. The struggle which they unavoidably commenced was gallantly shared 
in by the old 94th, which, fortunately, also arrived by a separate route; 
and though the unaided exectigi^s of the three regiments might have boon 
fruitless, yet the arrival of the main body of the Division on the signal for 

attqpk secured immediate success. ♦ will therefore please to recollect, 

that before lie (if he was there) had well started for the assault, the work at 
the main breach was more than half done. 

Poor Place, of the 77 th, having been absent from Rodrigo in consequence 
of severe illness, was not likely to speak much about the affair ; Dunkin was 
the last ihaii in the world to have made his own deeds the topic of conversa- 
tion, rftnd his modest silence does not seem to have been felt or understood 
by *— — , 

' For an answer to the next paragraph I need only refer * to the 

“ Account of the Storming of Rodrigo," written by an ollicci? of the Light 
Division, and published in your first Number, and to which my narrative 
was meant as a counter-statement. At the same time I reject with disdain 
the imputation of seeking to sully the bright name which the Light Division, 
or any man or men may have earned for themselves. All the obliquity of 

construction of * does not enible him to show any intention on iny part 

of attaching credit to the two corps he *80 frequently names beyond that to 
which they are justly entitled, “ Bona yee sua quisque rccusat." The 
despatches of a commander of an army are the last documents to which 1 
would have recourse for the purpose of ascertaining the minor details of the 
exploits of an army. You may learn from them vyliat was intended to have 
been done, and they will tell you the general result of the operations, followt'd 
by the recommendations of a host of men thrust on him in order to obtain 
promotion. But if my stolid friend puts on his spectacles, he »ill sec I have 
already mentioned in my narrative, that a full statement of t\i/t sliaro which 
tho 77th had in the occurrences of the night was drawn up by Dunklin and 
presented by IHcton, so tliat those gallant officers did report Lord Wel- 
lington, and Dunkin consequently obtained tho C.B. (Sturgeon had nothing 
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to tell» having only |mt us on our path.) The report was not, of coUh«, sub- 
mitted to his Lordship until tho omission in the despatch was known to the 
regiment. ' 

* seems to think, because the affair of |E1 Bodon has been frequently 

quoted by the friends and opponents of a theory “ square versus cavalry,” 
and because two gallant field-officers have had a gentlemanly controversy on 
the subject of some order on that occasion, in no way affecting the events of 
the day, that in revealing those circumstances he has silenced me for ever : 
heaven help the man, ami the cause to move which he wields his pen I 

I tliink I' give ^ the best pi-oof of my being free from ambition, and 

from thirst of fame, when I tell him I now withdraw from the field, and that 
1 shall not again be tempted to break a knee with him, even by the honour 
which must attend an encounter with so formidable an antagonist. 

You, Mr. Kditor, shall be troubled with no more “ last woids ’ from me on 
this subject, as 1 trust 1 have sutfi<;iently disposed of your correspondent, 
who may henceforward perpetrate as many letters as he pleases, with im- 
punity. 

Nov. 20th. C. J. T. S. 


Qualification of Commanders of the Navy. 

Mr. Editor. — Your unceasing perseverance in advocating every sugges- 
tion that may tend to perfect the efficiency of that right arm of our country’s 
strength— the Navy, will, T trust, ensure the assistance of your valuable 
Journal, in a cause wherein is most deeply concerned not only the interests 
of a very large class of officers, but of the service generally. 

It has been justly observed of naval men, that they are seldom disposed 
to appeal against the acts of their professional legislators, however grievous 
those acts may be : hence they piay at leiist be allowtMl the merit of bearing 
their injuries and disaptx)intments in philosophic silence, and with more 
than ordinary fortitude ; yet even the strje/efit law allows that there may l»c 
occasions in which remonstrance is permitted. When, therefore, in addition 
to neglect and unrequited merit, a public stigma is cast on the services- of a 
large proportion of a whole class of officers, and cast, too, by that board in 
which is stored the records of their lives of peril and privation, and which 
ought to be the guardian of their rights, it is indeed an occasion when re- 
monstrance becomes a duty. I allude to the following regulation that has 
recently emanated from the Admiralty. The I.ords’ Commissioners of the 
Admiralty having permitted the Captains commanding His Majesty's* ships 
of the line to nominate Commanders subject to their Lordships’ approval, 
have thought fit to order, — that no Commander shall hereafter be deemed 
eligible for an appointment to a ship-of-the-line, or other ship entitled to bear 
a Commander, unless he shall have served three years in command of a 
sea-going Sloop of War, or three years as first Lieutenan^f a rated ship. 

I must here observe, that when it was considered fi^ssary to add an 
Officer of intermetliate rank between the Captain and Lieutenant to large 
establishments, the Commanders on whom the appointments were conferred 
were selected for their long service afid experience. If the example they set, 
of performing the duties of a first Lieutenant, has not in every later instance 
been followed, it was in cases where very young men, without practice, were 
placed in the situations. Thus it was very necessary that a regulation to 
ensure the appointment of fully competent Commanders should exist. 

The requisite qualificationt therefore, for filling the station of second 
Captain of a ship of the line, being a perfect knowledge of the duties of a 
first Lieutcnatit as well as of the management of a largo ship, is no such 
knowle(\ge to*"bc acquired by a man of observation serving as second or other 
lieutenant qf a ship of the line, as first Lieutenant of a sloop of war, or in any 
Other description of 'service through which Lieutenants pals j^while a first 
Uieuteuaut, who passes three years m a rated sldp-^let it be Tower-W| iXi 
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Newlmvcin Creek, or in any guardHthip, that ne^er moyes from her moor- 
ings, nor has men enough to perform an ordinary harbour evolution — never- 
theless acquires all that necessary knowledge ? Lof it be understood that I 
am not making an attempt ^to undervalue any services, under whatever 
cirtnmstonces they may have taken place. My sole ol)ject, and one in 
wliich 1 trust 1 have the voice of every impartial man, is, to call the attention 
of those Officers, or other persons, who are Entrusted with the power of legis- 
lating for the Navy, to occasionally keep in view the golden rule of doing 
justice to all parties, or, at least, to allow long and laborious service to be a 
claim for participating in any prospect that may be held out of ehiployincni. 

Our Sloops of War, since the peace, have had no slight share of fagging 
to perform ; and, as the routine of the service has been as strictly adhered to 
in them as in any single-decked ships, their first Lieutenants ought not to be 
considered to have passed their time without having acquired any of the 
requisite knowledge, as the duty and responsibility of that situation is more 
or less the same in every man-of-war. Let, therefore, fi\e or seven years 
active service be deemed a fitting qualification for second Captains ; and while 
the choice is left tp the Captains of ships, it is not likely they will risk their 
honour by selecting an incompetent or inexperienced one. Those Com- 
manders that ha\e acquired a ropufation as first Lieutenants, will always be 
the most likely to he preferred ; and the man whose only chance of being 
again brought forward in the service depends on the assistance of the senior 
Officer, to whom his merit and talent for such a duty is known, will no 
longer have to bear the stigma of being stamped as unqualified. Every 
class of Officers of the present day have had a much longer, though not all 
of them so brilliant a service as their predecessors ; they, therefore, have 
reason to ex^wet that those services should have a fairer and more liberal 
consideration. We should not then have proclamations depriving Com- 
manders and others of their old established privileges, but rather encou- 
ragement, and a just acknowledgment for valuable services, and for the 
worn-out a chance of occupying , some of the many vacant apartments in 
Greenwich Hospital, of winch Commanders aro the only class of active 
OfFgjers that are deprived. 

I remain, Mr. Editor, your very humble servant, 

(By law) An Unqualified Commander, 


* Bjlciency of the Naval and Marine Services, 

Mr;. Editor, — The sound of “ War * naturally makes us look to the phy- 
sical means of carrying it on ; and, although many plans ha\e been ofier^ 
to general notice, through your excellent J ournal, I cannot resist submitting 
to your attention suggestions tending, in my opinion, to improve the two 
branches of the Navy, which, if only •partially adopted, would prove greatly 
and universally ^^benefioial. 1. Enter, at the several sea-ports, smart boys, 
from 12 to 14 dr 16 years of ago (unlimited in number), to be regularly 
trained as seamen and artizans, first placing them with the Commanding 
Officers of Ordnance, thence in 'the dock-yards under Foremen^ as “ sail- 
makers, blacksmiths, armourers, caulkers, carpenters, boat -builders, coopers 
&c. then, as they progress, distribute thepi to the sea- going ships, where 
they would learn knotting, splicing, reefing, rigging, fitting, and all other 
practical parts of their useful calling, under the more immiiiiate superin- 
tendence of the Master, his assistant, and W'arrant Officers. Clothe and 
feed them merely during their noviciate, or apprenticeship, or until the age of 
16 ; and at the expiration of 6 or 12 months; if ability is discernible, take 
them on the books as part complement, in the usual way, retaining them in 
flag-ships, as petty^ officers now are (which, ^by-the-bye, is about bne of the very 
best regulations ever adqitod in the Navy). Whereas, according to thu present 
system, as old Ollicer knows full wull, there is not one in twenty iiow- 
a^y« quaHfted for anything but ** school-masters !" mental education seem- 
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ing all-in-all, while handicraft and seamanship is almost totally neglected at 
this, the proper period of life for attaining “ usefuV' knowledge. I would 
hold out, too, as a stimulant for exertion, a medal to the boy, aiS^ boar him 
on for pay a few months previous to the allotted period. Raise the half- pay 
of some half dozen of the old Commanders, or first Lieutenants to 
a-day, and appoint them at the ports as superintendents of this branch of 
service, and be assured infinite 'good would be the result. Next, enlist 2000 
forming lads (as formerly) into the Marines, of from 16 to 18 years of age, 
giving them a guinea and a half bounty, with fatigue dress only, and never 
permit the 'strength of that corps lobe less than 12,000. (See the Noble 
and Gallant Earl St. Vincent’s Speech to that eifect in the House of Lords.) 
Take 20 off the top of the List of Subalterns, and give the rank of Second 
Captain, at 9^. 5d , or even 85. ^d. a-day, and reduce the second Lieutenants 
that number. Here would be a benefit lo the individual and the corps, and 
a saving to the public. It is lamentable to see an Officer, five or six-and- 
twenty years in the most subordinate grades of his profession. Zeal, cheer- 
fulness, and alacrity, are indispensable in carrying on actual duty and hard 
service ; but how, in the name of goodness, can these essentials be blended, 
or even severally expected in persons desponding with blighted hopes of 
such far-off preferment? It is care-killing, cruel, and, I pronounce, na- 
tionally vyipolific. Whenever “ War ’ actually docs occur (which may God 
of his infinite mercy prevent), my brief suggestions will then be seen’ to bear 
the stamp of faith. Give the Captains the “ thirteen pence a-day” allowed 
throughout the army; restore the two companies of marine artillery; increase, 
with discretion, the small Retired List for deserving worn-out old servants, 
and, during peace, grant the boon of sale to Commandants, with a step of 
rank after having held their office five years, or give them the option of 
255. a-day, unattached ; make a promotion of Flag-officers to the year 1806 
(for galling indeed must it bo to a man of 40 years’ service still to leave his 
land as Captain only), and thus give a chaTice at least for others to attain 
the climax of their several professions. 

‘ H. M. W. 

«j 

The Office of Judge Advocate, 

Mr. Editor,— Much has been written on the expediency of separating the 
judicial and political functions of the Lord Chancellor, and of the incongruity 
of his accumulated duties. Although no friend to the wholesale '.eform of 
innovating demagogues, yet, Mr. Editor, it may be admitted that there is 
great plausibility, if not sound reasoning, in many of the arguments ^911 this 
subject, which have been recently presented to the public. 

As a military man, I have been led by the train of thought, induced by a 
cursory perusal of some of these arguments, to a cOnsidoi|ktion of the many 
inconveniences which arise to the service from the custoi^ Hrhich prevails of 
filling the office of Judge Advocate General by a political Jplllisan, and from 
the fact, that the Deputy Judge Advocate is a puisne juage, or occasionally 
fills the office of one at the C)ld Bailey. *it is not sufficient, Mr. Editor, to 
enable a Judge Advocate General to perform the duties of his office with 
advantage to the service, that he ^should be a sound constitutional lawyer; he 
ought to be well versed in customs of coiirts-martial, and to be familiarly 
acquainted with the orders obtaining in the army. It is, to say the least, 
anomalous, that there should be three distinct and separate sources of military 
law. The Judge Advocate claims that his decisions should prevail; the 
Secretary at War issues instructions, and often interprets clauses in the 
Mutiny Act wid Articles of War ; dnd the Oomraander-in-Chief circulates 
o^ers which,‘‘with military men, are necessarily conclusive. It would be no 
difficult;* task to produce cases wherein each of these oracles of military law 
has been- at 'variance^ but the doing so might be attended by inconvenience. 
It is sufficient, for the present purpose, to show that a lawyer, or a statesman, 
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must hftve many and aerious, if not insuperable, difilculties to encduntor, on 
assun^ng the duties of the Judge Advocate’s office. The chief advantage 
which a^dge Advocate can derive from legal knoVJlfedge must attach to the 
laws of evidence ; in this res^pect, indeed, military courts ought to conform to 
tha customs of the superior courts of common law ; but, Mr. Editor, courts- 
martial must, in many cases, be guided by the usages of war and the customs 
of the service. The very oath which the legislature has provided to bo taken 
by members of courts-martial evinces this : — ‘ Jf any doubt shall arise which 
is not explained by the said articles, or Act of Parliament, according to my 
conscience, the best of my understanding, and the custom ot war in like 
cases/ How is it possible that the political Judge Advocate can judge of lUc 
custom of war ? Is he vsupposed to be imbued with this knowledge by 
intuition, although he may have ^ never witnessed a single trial by court- 
martial, or ever been concerned in the inanageiiient of soldiers ? 

It may be that the painful delay, yhich invariably arises before the pro- 
mulgation of the sentence of general courts-martial, held in England, is to 
be attributed to the difficulties which the Judge Advocate General has to 
overcome, from his ignorance of the customs of war, in framing an opinion on 
the correctness of the proceedings of the se\eral courts ; or it may arise from 
the claims which his political frieiuKs may urge upon his time. The Deputy 
Judge Advocate may, too, be engaged at the Old Bailey, and not enabled to 
steal a few minutes to bestow upon what lu* may di'em his less urgent and 
secondary a\ocations. It is well known that delay never arises from his 
Majesty, whose assiduous attention to his public duties-is notorious, and may 
be imitated with advantage at many of our public ofiices. Whatever may bo 
the cause of the cruel suspense in which military men arc kept, when under 
sentence of a court-martial, it is, Mr. Editor, a real grievance which you 
w'ould sene the army by exposing; weeks, and o^en months, are permittcnl 
to elapse between the trial and the promulgation. At this moment there are 
men under sentence, on charges alfecling their lives, who have been for 
weeks in susjxnise, confined to guard-rooms, and to the guard-bed. 

If, Mr. Editor, the army h^s, m other respects, suffered from having political 
partisans and puisne judges as Judge Advocates, it has had many lessons, as 
to framing cliarges upon the improved principle of an indictment at the 
Old Bailey. The late charges have, notwitlistandiiig, been such as to disgust 
the whole array ; those at Bristol, and others recently at Plymouth, and at 
Guernsey, have been read by military men, only to be laughed at. Mr. 
Editor, •in matters essential to justice, wc admit that we are bound by the 
customs of common law ; and tlie legal rules for ascertaining the meaning 
of sti^tute laws may bo applied to the exposition of difficulties in the Mutiny 
Act; but. Sir, we W'ant not special pleaders, nor their pleadings. The old 
form of a mi1itgi?y is most intelligible to the officer, and to the soldier. 

The object of ought to be, to inform the prisoner of what he is 

charged vvith,f.l^C'th<S court of what they are to inquire into; this, then, the 
Old Bailey in^^|tent is not, with military men, calculated to effect. Lawyers 
may have one language, military men another ; each must, at all events, be 
supposed to understand bis ow^n idiom best ; but as, on courts-martial, military 
men are the acceded, and military men the judges, pray, Mr. Editor, exert 
your powerful intluenoe. to rescue lu from the perplexities of a jargon which 
we do not understand and preserve to us one that we do ; for if any doubt 
rfiall arise, it is not ty the customs of the Old Bailey, nor by the conscience 
and understanding of the Judge Advocate General, "or his deputy, that we 
are to decide, but by^ow;* conscience, the best/?/ our understanding, and the 
cu9lom of war in the like cases. 

I am, Editor, very sincerely youw, 

. An OId SoLDiSR. 


i f 


Ut Si Jovani No* 50f Jan* lS33i 
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The Ten-Gun Brig Packets^ 

Mr. EottOR,— Nearly four years have elapsed sinde the hue titid cry 
let out against the poor little ten-gun hrigs employed as packets on the 
Falmouth station i since that period they have performed their respective 
duties, in all climates, and all weathers, to the satisfaction of the British 
merchants abroad, and the public in general. It is allowed by every one, 
that the mails were never so regular, and sf) well conducted, as they are at 
present. Thqi'e existed at Falmouth, among all classes, a violent prejudice 
against any men of war being brought in os packets, and for strong reasons, 
on their side ; because, during the war, the private packets were all built at 
that port. Sailmakers, ropemakers and* provision-mewhants made largo 
fortunes. Smuggling was carried on to such an extent, that the seamen have 
been known to keep two servants in their families, and the stewards retired 
with almost as ra\ich money as the comraanders. Of course, when the man- 
of-war packets came into use, and smuggling was put an end to, the shopkeepers 
joined with the owners of the private packets, and employed the Morning 
Herald paper to cry them down. This happened at the moment when three 
of them were lost ; therefore, they could ,not have had a finer opportunity to 
say all they chose to say against them. The Redpole was the first example, 
and never Avas a vessel so belied in the annals of the service : she sailed from 
Buenos Ayres with the mails for England, and called at Rio Janeiro to 
take homo another mail, and some specie : a pirate brig, or rather a Buenos- 
Ayrean privateer of 18 guns, and 120 men, had followed the Redpole in her 
track to Rio. About five days sail from that port she was attacked ; Captain 
Bullock was killed early in the action ; and although she had no more than 
two small guns of a side, yet her crew fought, like Falmouth men, as long 
as they could, but were overpowered, and every soul butchered, and thrown 
overboard : she was in a sinking state, and she went down with her colours 
flying, so that the villains did not get a dollar out of her. This has been 
lately ascertained at St. Thomas’s by a drnukep Yankee sailor that was on 
boanl the pirate at the time, who denied it afterw^ards, when sober and 
brought before the governor. He was then taken off by the Grampus Avie- 
rican man-of-war schooner, but not before the whole of his deposition was 
taken down and given to Captain Walpole, of his Majesty’s ship. Ranger, 
This story corroborates exactly two or three others we have heard, and 
is generally believed too true to be doubted. The next was the Ariel, 
Lieutenant Figg : she was one of the first that was sent in wintei^'time on 
tlie new plan of going to Halifax twice, on the same North American voyage. 
It is the most cruel thing that ever was done as a change ; in the f/inter 
season it is a dreadful voyage— bitter cold weather, heavy gales of wind, 
tremendous sea§, strong currents, and a more dangerous coast than any other 
know n on the face of the globe. The men of war on the station are inva- 
riably sent away to Bermuda and the West Indies, os the winter approaches. 
Formerly the packets w'ent to New York first ; then to Haliftix and home : 
but now they are obliged to go first to Hali^x, then to Bermuda, then back 
to Halifax again. It was by some strange misrepresentation of the Post- 
Master to our Post-Mastcr-General,' that it was so altered for the w’orse. 
Mr. Howe, the post-master, says ct works wjell ; he does mot care who suffers, 
while he enjoys his bottle of Newfoundland port, and a blazing fine fire in 
his drawing-room ; he cared not a fig about the km/. She was < last seeh 
off Sable Island, by a Halifax schooner, in a very heavy gale of wind. Above 
' forty sail of vessels were wrecked along the cOast in that gale. The result 
of all this is, that they are obliged to have two schooners at a great expense 
— 1500/. a-yeJV each, to carry the mails from Halifax to New York. So 
much for the new system working well. As to the Hearty, it is supposed 
that she wastlost in a hurricane in the West Indies, where many a finer ship 
has foundered before 'her, under similar circumstances. 

The Admiralty^ have it in contemplation to build a set of packets, under 
the su'i^rintendeiice of Captain Symonds, who will make thetn cotnfortable 
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vessels at sea for passengers, as well as very fast sailers ; and it is to be 
hoped thast they will mount their ten or twelve gunsrand forty-five men ; then 
they will be complete packet^, and fear neither a pirate nor any other encimy. 
Thus having in some measure redeemed the character of those fine little 
vessels, the ten-gun brigs, as soa boats, 

1 have the honour to bo 

Your obedient servant, 

A MARttYEk* 


United Service Proprietary School. 

. Naval Club, Bond Street, Nov. 30* 
Mr. Editor, — ^Will you permit me, through the medium of your Journal, 
to call tlie attention of the two services to the advantages which may result 
by the formation of a United Service Proprictaiy School ; at which oflicers, 
who are family men, and have a respectable income, may be enabled to insure 
their children a first-rate education at a moderate expense, and be assured 
of their associating with lads only of a similar respectability. To eflect this, 
1 would propose tluit the sons of inriividuals of tlie rank of field-officers only 
should be eligible to nomination, or, if this should bo considered as drawing 
the line too close, the sons of junior officers in the two services might be 
eligible, on their making a declaration to the committee, that their income is 
not under three hundred pounds a-year, which 1 consider is the lowest rate of 
property any person should possess who propo^es to pay twenty-five pounds 
a-year for the instruction of any one of his children ; this I am persuaded of 
from my own experience. In the formation of this school, the errors that 
have been fallen into by the proprietors of the Naval School may be easily 
avoided. Among them, the greatest has been, that of endeavouring to unite 
utility and charity : of four hundred boys, sixteen are to be selected from 
families in comiiarative indigeiic^, and who, consequently, cannot have had 
that surveillance in their infancy, which parents in comparative aflfuence must 
dqg^ire the companions of their children to have had. 1 have ever been of 
opinion that such assimilations are most injurious to children : to the more 
Wealthy it cannot be beneficial, and it is for that class, of the two services, I 
would suggest this school should be intended. The detailed calculations 
of Captain Dickson evidently prove, that twenty-five pounds subscription 
from eSch proprietor is adequate to meet, ultimately, all the exponses of 
building a school, and that twenty-five pounds a-year is more than adequate 
for illl the expenses of a lad’s board and cflucation. None but married men 
with families, or at least who have had to bring up sons, should bo eligiblo to 
be on the Committee. Generals and llag-oflicers should be honorary vice- 
presidents, and be eligible to attend extraordinary meetings of the Committees, 
but not the ordinary meetings ; and for all practical purposes, officers of the 
rank of field-officers would be found most useful for directing the internal 
management of the affairs of t^e institution. The object should be to unite 
economy and respectability. The majority of the married officers find the 
principle of promotion and the expcAses of serving so different from those 
existing when they entered thq army or Jiavy, that I am convinced the ma- 
jority would desire a general system of education should be adopted, and not 
merely a professional one. 

In the remarks I have made, I would wish to say nothing which may 
f Injurious to the Naval School ; I ‘sincerely v»ish it success ; ’and at the same 
time, that I feel it is one peculiarly adapted for the poorer branches of the 
naval service, I should be sincerelv glad to see established sc school adapted 
for the more wealthy branches of the twob services, who feel gfeat difficulty in 
doping with the expenses to wliich the rank they hold neceg^sarily exposes 
them. * • 

Your obedient servant, 

An Officer, ' 

And Subscriber to your Journal. 

. 1 2 
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C(Me of Orderly-Room Clerks, ^ 

Mr. Editor, — ^Thevery kind manner in which you have signified your wil- 
lingness to bring forward the interests of the junior branches of the uni^d 
services, emboldens mo to trouble you with a few observations on a situation 
lately established in the army, and to beg you will insert them in the United 
Service Journal. 

.The reports of the Courts df Inquiry lately held for the purpose of inves- 
tigating the sLcrvices of soldiers afford ample proof of the importance of the 
duties of, and the responsibility which attaches to, the situation of the regi- 
mental orderly-room dork ; and Sir Henry Hardinge (then Secretary-at- 
War) being sensible of the consequences resulting from the situation being 
allowed to remain a nominal appointment, thus notices it in his Circular, dated 
•* War-Office, 9th July, 1830." 

“17. Having had under my consiJbration the situation of the orderly- 
room clerk, 1 am of opinion that advantage will result to the service by 
selecting a private soldier of the regiment as orderly-room clerk, allowing 
him the difference between the pay of private and that of serjeant: the soldier 
thus selected, who shall continue faithfully to discharge his duties for a 
period of three years, v\ ill be allowed to rank and reckon service as a serjeant, 
including the three years of probation ; but if at any time he shall relinquish 
the situation without the approbation of his commanding officer, or is dis- 
placed therefrom in consequence of misconduct, he will revert lo the rank 
and pay of a private soldier. 

“ As a further inducement to good conduct, the orderly-room clerk, after 
having served ten years in that capacity, will receive an additional allowance of 
sixpence a-day, making his pecuniary advantages the same as those of a colour- 
seijeant in the infantry, and nearly equal to those of a troop serjeant-major 
in the cavalry.” ** 

While Sir Henry Hardinge w’as about it, he should have given the rank 
of serjeant at once to the orderly-room clerk, ‘knd placcxl him upon a footing 
with the Serjeants of the regiment, thus giving the individual a respectable 
rank to support. Surely Ins duties may, in point of importance to the jiuffilc, 
vie with those of the drum-major and school master-serjeant, both of whom 
rank, reckon service, and wear the uniform of serjeant immediately on ap- 
pointment, without being subjected to any term of probation. 

The individual filling the situation of orderly-room clerk must necessarily 
be possessed of some talent, of some education, and last, tliough not least, of 
some principle ; and a person of this description woukl soon become a^!non- 
commissioned officer, and would never give up even the rank of corporal for 
UtreX oi private,^ with one shilling and eleven pence a-day ^ unless accom- 
panied with the regimental appointment of acting serjeant, which has been 
granted by many commanding officers, but withheld by others. Surely no 
commanding officer would select for the important and" re^^nsihle situation 
of orderly-room clerk an individual whom, he considered undeserving the 
rank of a non-commissioned officer? •' 

Sir Henry Hardinge says, that sl\puld the orderly-room clerk at “ any 
time'^ relinquish the situation without the approbation of his commanding 
officer, or be displaced in conseqvfence of misconduct, he will revert to the 
rank and pay oi private. Does this “ any time ” only apply to the period 
that may have elapsed after the three years of probation have expired ? if it 
also applies to the three yedrs of probation, I shall only say that no one would 
regard it : ih.Q private holding 'the situation might quit it, and very properly 
allege as his motive, that was he at his duty in the ranks he might obtain the 
station of seijeant before the three years would expire, by rising progres- 
sively through the grades of acting corporal, corporal, and acting serjeant, 
Und thu& possess the rank of a non-commissioned officer during the time lie 
would have remained a private in the orderly-room, the duties of which are 
the mq^re laboriouiL 
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. The consequences ariwng from this regulation are obvious : the orderly- 
room clerk is obliged (if taken a private from the ranks especially) to 
assooiateVith the private soldiers ; this of course iiiduces him, his CQmi^es, 
and the non-commissioned efficers, to look upon the oi*derly-roora as a dia- 
clbditable situation, and, as his means will enable him to plunge into dissi- 
pation, he will not want some “ good friepds ” to persuade him to “ enjoy 
life,” then to neglect his duty, and ultimately to consign the “ berth to the 
devil/' 

The duties of the orderly-room clerk have never been defincc^J consequently 
misunderstandings sometimes exist between him and the serjeant-major ; 
but as the orderly-room clerks have been severely visited for the many frauds 
that have been brought to light, it is but fair that he^ and not the seqeant- 
major, should have the charge of .the duties of the orderly-room, the latter 
being considered the adjutant’s assistant in maintaining the discipline of the 
regiment only, , 

The writer concludes with hoping that these observations may meet the 
eyes of the Right Honourable the Secretary at War, who will at once perceive 
that the present regulation is injurious to the character, and insulting to the 
feelings of the individual, and confgr upon the orderly-room clerk the rank his 
situation decidedly entitles him to. 

I am, Sir, very respectfully, 

Your most obedient servant. 

An Orderly-Room Clerk. 


A Coime Indicator, 

Mr. Editor, — As the most simple contrivances are sometimes the most 
useful, I am induced to offer for insertion in your valuable Journal, the fol- 
lowing very simple contrivance as a “ Conrse Indicator, '' by which a half or 
a quarter point of the compass may be as easily steered upon as any of the 
cai’dinal points. When a Icxignjourse happens to fall upon a half or a quar- 
ter point, it is often customary to steer upon the nearest whole point, 
piR'ticulurly at night, because there is a greater certainty of the course 
being correctly steered, the whole points being more conspicuous than the 
half or quarter points, which are mere specks. It accordingly 'ktriick mOi 
nine or ten years ago, that if a hand of very thin bright brass, or of some 
light iriiterial, as dry wood, or pasteboard, painted of a conspicuous colour, 
were laid upon the compass card, and gently compressed down, so as to pre- 
serv*e it in its place by the cap which screws on at the centre, it might be 
adjusted to any course required to be steered, and thus relieve the eye of the 
helmsman, particularly at night, from the incessant latiguQ of watching the 
vibrations of a mere speck, and also enable a person, ignorant of the coki^ass, 
to steer any gii^en course. Although one arm would suffice to indicate the 
course, the hand^ dught to extend quite across the compass card, to preserve 
its balance. When sailing by the wind, it might be made to coincide with 
the North and South points, «#r, if preferred, taken off’ "altogether ; but the 
trilling addition of weight would, I ayr informed from the best authority, be 
no impediment -wliatever to the card traversing. Now, as the vibrations of 
a long hand are more easily discerned thah those of a small speck, I think it 
will be obvious that this simple contrivance, which any seaman might 
fashion and apply of some suitable material, is calculated to procure greater 
case and accuracy in steering by compass, and may consequently prove 
useful if generally known. 

Your most obedient servant, 

• Charles MoRTON^Com. R. N. 

Fratton, Portsmouth, October 12, 1832*. 
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Stand for Mercurial Horizon. 

Mr. EditoS,— I have observed in one of the numbers of your Journal 
a suggestion for a stand for an artificial horizon. The want of sonlhtbinff of 
the kind, to prevent the wind disturbing the jnercury, and to exclude dirt 
and sand, I have often experienced, and the stand proposed for the purpose 
is dqubtless effectual. Soon after reading the article respecting it, having 
occasion to use my horizon, a simple substitute occurred to me for this stand, 
which was nothing more tlujn iny pocket handkerchief, foldejl up in the 
manner in which it comes from the washerwoman ; and placing it under the 
trough and frSmo, it answered all the purposes of the stand proposed. 

Tins may very probably ha\e suggested itself often to others, but it is so 
simple and efficacious, that I cannot help noticing it as worthy of general 
adoption, and as preferable to the stand, inasmuch as the latter will add to 
the size of the case containing the apparatus of the horizon ; and to those 
whose gear is already provided, the stapd will be always in the way, and add 
tg the traps necessary to take on shore for taking sights. 

I am. Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

A Master OF a British Merchant Ship. 

Steam Chariots of War. 

Sir, — The opinion seems to be gaining ground, that, in the event of ano- 
ther wax’, au important modification of our naval tactics will result from a 
general use of armed steam-vessels. Mr. Perkins, I believe, some years ago, 
exhibited the imposing effects of steam apidied to the projection of small iron 
halls or bullets, in vast numbers, and with considerable impetus, from a 
stationary engine, such as might be used in the defence of a fortress ; but I 
do not recollect to have seen any proposal for tlu' employment of this pow- 
erful agent in the field of battle. ’Steam has been employed with surprising 
success on railways, for the conv(*)ance of goods and passengers, and there is 
little doubt that itwdll in a short time be niade*c(|fially serviceable on the com- 
mon roads of the country ; but one of its principal ad\antagcs appears to have 
been scarcely noticed. We all know that in former times chariots of war were 
highly esteemed for their destructive operation, yet they were found objection- 
able, and ultimately they w ere disused on one account, viz.— the great difficulty 
of managing the horses when frightened or wounded, and the impossibility of 
impelling them on the pikes of a formidable phalanx. This objcctiofi would 
have a double weight with the modern use of fire- arms. An elephant, , too, 
in modem warfare, as an object of annoyance, would be ridiculous. |The 
great forte of steam is its passiveness. Secure the boiler and the machineiy 
from the stroke . of a cannon-ball, and yon might drive a steam-chariot tri- 
umphantly through a regiment. Imagine three or four of these machines 
driven at a galloping speed through a square of infantry ; the director might 
be seated in perfect safety in the rear of the engine, and a body of cavalry, 
about fifty yards in rear, would enter the furrows ploughed by these formi- 
dable chariots, and give the coup-de-^race to* the unfortunate infantry. The 
chariots might he armed with soytheo, both in front and .fiank ; and, if the 
first shook were avoided by the n^cn opening their ranks, they might easily 
be made sufficiently manageable to wheel round and return on any part of 
the square which st^ firm. 

It may have happened, as I am far from the great centre of civilization 
and invention, that this idea ppay have already been communicated to you; 
but, as I have not seen the proposal, and it appears to me that, if carried into 
execution, it might produce important results, I take the liberty of bringing 
it to your notice: ^ 

^ I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

» A Constant Rbadeb. 

Bombay, 2dd July, 1832. 
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British Squares hrolUbn by Cavalry. ^ 

Mr. Eoitor, — A llow me, in reply to Macliaon^ to observe, that on two 
opc^sions at least Britisl]^ squares have been penetrateil by opposing cavalry. 
% the first I aUu4e4 at the*oonclusion of my account of the battle of Dreux ; 
the second took place in 1807, at £1 Hamet, near Rosetta. I might add. 
the defeats of Colonels Baillic and Braithwaite, in the East Indies, but 1 will 
not, because oh those occasions the British infantry were exhausted by the 
heat of the weather, and fatigued by the lengtli of the action. 

Permit me, in return, to ask the opponents of I. M. whether they can 
adduce a single instance of the repulse of a cavalry charge in \yhich a dozen 
hordes were actually bayoneted ? 

Yours very obediently, 


Titles of Knighthood, 

Mr. Editor, — Observing in your valuable Service Journal of this month, 
page 556, a letter headed “ Orderj of Knighthood,” signed “ Not a C. B.” 
in which, with reference to the title of C. B., is the following paragraph : -- 
“ The government ollices, I believe, never fail to use it when addressing 
officers entitled to the appellation." — I ha\c had the honour to he a com- 
panion of the Bath since 1815 , and from that period have received many 
official letters from the Horse-Guards, also commissions from the War- 
Office; none of wjiwh had the appellation of C. B. Your inserting tho 
above 

Will oblige, 

10th December, 1832. a C. B. 


Employment ffJPaddles by Ships of War. 

, Dear Mr. Editor, -In your valuable Journal for December, page 518, 
asserted by H. F., in opposition to an opinion of Captain Napier, “ that 
paddles will by no means enable a vessel to change her position with celerity 
sufficient to meet the corresponding movements of a steamer ; for the utmost 
that paddles can do is to move a ship from four to five knots an hour ; and 
as the steamer can move at the rate of ten or twelve, or more than twice as 
fast, it becomes apparent that the latter can maintain a raking position, in 
deflfnce of paddles, sweeps, or tow-boats.” Now this proposition is by no 
means apparent, but the reverse of it is clear enough. 

Suppose a steamer takes a raking position right asteni of a line-of-battle- 
sliip, at the distance of 1000 yards ; the ship, by means of paddles, without 
moving through the water in the smallest degree, but merely by being 
pivoted one quarter round, brings her broadside to bear on the steamer, to 
her utter annoyance and discomfiture ; and the said steamer will have to 
perform one quarter of the circumference of a circle ; the radius of which is 
the distance between the ship and, the steamer, or 1500 yards— nearly a 
mile, before she can again assume a raking position, with respect to the 
ship : in short, the ship lias only to continue turning round as on a pivot, and 
the steamer, with all her celerity, will never be able to avoid the broadside of 
the line-of- battle ship. 

1 imagine it is only necessary to point tlys out to H. F.^ to convince him 
that he has made an oversight in his calculations ; it is so self-evident, that a 
diagram cannot be required ; therefore, unless what 1 hay^ here advanced 
can be disproved, Captain Napiers assertion must still remain in full force. 

I am, ISir, &c. 

Jiondon, lOth Dec., 1832. The opginal Q in- the corner. 
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A cheap Distinction, ^ 

Mr. Editor, — There is every reason for believing that the order of merit 
which has been so warmly recommended by vanous individuals in your exoeh 
lent Journal will never be attended to, and that those officers who have seen 
service, and those who have not,* must still remain undistinguished by any 
mark of public or personal distinction ; allow me, therefore, to suggest, witn 
the hope that it may meet x-Pith the approbation of the authorities at the 
Horse-Guardo, that a chronological list of the battles fought during the last 
war should be prepared, and a iiunibci* affixed to each, and that officers who 
served in any of the battles may have their respective number attached to 
their names in the Army-list. This uill cost the country nothing, and it is 
an act of justice to which we arc as miicli’entitled as those officers who had 
the good fortune of serving at Waterloo, and who have a W before their 
names. 

I li^ve the honour to be, Sir, 

Yours, truly, and faithfully, 

October 20th, 1832. A Grey-headed Sub. 


A Claim on the Service, 

December, 1832. 

Sir, — feel that I am taking rather an unusual course in behalf of an 
individual personally unknown to mj self, hut whose merits are known to me 
through the medium of friends whose opinion I can trust. The person to 
R?hom I allude, and whose address will acc'ompany my letter, may be con- 
'^idered as peculiarly connected by family with his Majesty's service ; her 
Ancestor having received a sword 6f honour from William II L, and his male 
representatives, including the father of the lady in question, having uniformly 
followed the profession of arms. Being left du Orphan at an early age, his 
daughter was robbed of her ])roperty by the knavery of her guardian; but, 
in consequence of her own independent exertions, was enabled, a few years 
since, to undertake a ladies’ school. The number of competitors in her 

S rofession has, however, diminished of late her chances of success, and in- 
ured her to lower the terms of her establishment veny considerably, rather 
than relinquish her only means of support in £r an invalid sister. In tlie hope 
of making this lady's name known to those fathers of families among your 
numerous readers, who may possess the opportunity of forwarding her >iews 
in the manner most desirable to herself, I venture upon the hold step of 
requesting you to give insertion to this plain statement ; and I take the 
liberty of adding privately a list of references^ which I think you will con- 
sider satisfactory, with a view of assuring JU)U that the request is not made 
on light grounds. The lady herself, who is a stranger to me save through 
the honourable report of intimate friends, whose children she has educated, 
is probably able to name many more of thosb references. I believe that her 
uprightness, liberality, and attention to her pupils, will Jbear the strictest 
examination. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

J. H., 

We insert the above from jv purely professional feeling, and hope it may be 
useftil to tlie paity. We are furnished with the address of the writer, and with several 
iRferenceS; all higjjly respectable, wliich we shall be happy to furnish.-^£D. 
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Affairs at Homb and Abroad. sant bombardment, while the de- 


The writs for a general election 
have been issued, and the returns, at 
the moment we write, are nearly 

complete. 

We alluded in our last Number 
to the hostile demonstrations of the 
French towards the Dutch, by the 
assembly of a powerful army of the 
former nation upon the Scheldt at 
tlie close of November, for the in- 
vestment and reduction of the Citadel 
of Antwerp. On the last day of 
that month the active operations of 
the siege commenced, a summons 
was sent and spurned, and ground 
was broken before the place. The 
attack has been systematically con- 
ducted, without the usual manifes- 
tations of showy enterprise, as a 
body, on the part of llie French. 
The defence has been judiciously, 
resolutely, and devotedly maintained 
for nearly a month, and to all hut the 
last extremity ; the assailants being 
me* foot to foot, and gun for gun, 
up to the moment that a practi- 
cable breach was ellectcd ; — when, 
having done all that honour re- 
quired, -or that duty demanded, the 
intrepid commander of the Citadel 
spared his heroic garrison a farther 
eflusion of blood, by capitulating 
upon honourable terms on the 23rd 
of December, to an overwhelming 
foe, served by a crushing artillery. 
It is to be remarked, that wliile, ac- 
cording to the accepted rules of 
military art, and cfitimating the gar- ’ 
rison of the citadel at 4000, a force 
of 20,000 to 25,000 men would 
have been deemeef adequate to its 
capture, the place was actually in- 
vested and attacked by an army of 
three times that amount, without 
let or hinderance from without,' and 
with all means and appliances from 
within their lines. The interior of 
the Citadel is represented as a heap 
of ruins from the furious and inces- 


fences are not materially injured by 
theliostile batteries. 

During this exciting process the 
miserable Belgians l, 9 oked on, in 
abject submission to their swasrger- 
ing p.ilrons — as Caliban kissed the 
foot of the drunkard, and prayed 
liim ‘ to be his god.* 

The conduct of General Ciiasse 
has not belied his professions and 
high reputation. Whether we con- 
sider his moderation towards the 
city of Antwerp, under provocation 
which, in a military sense, might h^ve 
fully justified the employment of his 
tremendous means for its destruction, 
his noble defence, or bis manly sur- 
render, be is unquestionably entitled 
to the praise of magnanimity. 

What the French will next do 
must depend on the attitude of the 
noithern Powers. The ambitious 
views and restless spirit of France 
are not to be checked but by the 
exhibition or application of irre- 
sistible ‘ coercion.* 

It is our purpose, when the mili- 
tary movements in Belgium shall 
have been concluded, to present our 
readers with a complete narrative of 
those operations, including the re- 
gular details of the siege, supplied 
from personal observation. 

From Portugal there is nothing 
new. The troops of Don Miguel 
have taken up their winter quarters 
in the vicinity of Oporto, which city 
continued in a state of siege, bom- 
bardment, and blockade. Invete- 
rate dissensions prevail amongst the 
foreif^n forces of Don Pedro; the 
English, who comprise amongst 
them the offscouriitgs of London, 
b§ing represented dS in a state oi 
open mutiny — causecj, it' is stated, 
by unnecessjfry privations, arising 
from prejudice and breach of faith 
on the part of Don Pedro. 
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Naval and Military Library 
AND Museum. — ^Wehavo this month 
the satisfaction to announce the re- 
moval of the above institution from 
Whitehall Yard to more spacious and 
convenient premises in Inner Scotland 
Yard. This has been efiected by* the 
still fostering? hand of government 
granting the house lately occupied as 
the Board of Works to this infant and 
rising establishment. 

As the latter period of the past month 
• has been occupied in the removal, and 
as it will probably remain closed for 
a short time to got the collections ar- 
ranged, we omit, from our present Num- 
der, the various contributions received 
since our last. But we should not bo 
duly following up the course wc have 
over pursued, with respect to this insti- 
tution, if wc omitted, on the present 
occasion, to express a hope that with the 
commencement of a new year, fresh 
exertions will be made towards its aug- 
mentation, both as regards subscriptions 
and contributions, by otlicers of evc'iy 
branch of the United Service. Let it be 
recollected how trilling is the pecuniary 
sacrifice required from each officer to 
constitute a member ; while the ettccts 
and benefits the institution will confer 
on the profession are incalculable. But 
it must be recollected also that it is de- 
pendent on numerical strength for its 
permanence and respectability as an 
institution worthy the United Ser- 
vice. To those, also, who are at pre- 
sent resting on “ good intentions” re- 
lative to contributions, we would merely 
hint that this is just the moment to put 
them into execution. A considerable 
accession to the library, museum, and 
model departments, on taking posses- 
sion of their new establishment, would 
give the council fresh impetus to pro- 
ceed more vigorously than ever in the 
completion of the original design, that 
ci effecting the delivery of lectures on 
profession^ and popular science, a,nd 
which, it is hoped, the present building 
will admit of. 

At the commencement of, the year 
1833 the number 'of members amounts 
to about 3000 : we trust this nUmber 
will be doubled^ if not trebled, ere its 
close. The library extends to 16Q0 
vedumes, while jhe model and museum 
4e|Matments‘ are very respectably fur- 
eomidering the short period of 
thw exi9<;eRce. Let us not, however, 


contemplate what it now is, but what 
it promises to be ; let the mind's eye 
penetrate to the vista thrdugh but a 
few yearf, and it may perceive an In- 
stitution as ornamental as it will^'be 
creditable both to the Profession and 
to the Country. 

East India Company's Military 
S E M i N A R Y. — The half-yearly examina- 
tion took place at Addiscombe, on Fri- 
day, the 14th December, 1832, when 
thirty - six Gentlemen Cadets were 
j brought forward as candidates for com- 
missions ; all of whom were passed. 
Six for the engineers, five for the ar- 
tillery, and twenty-five for the infantry. 

A deputation of Directors, headed by 
J.*G. Kaveiisbaw, Esq., chairman, and 
C. Maijoribanks, Ksq., deputy-chair- 
man, arrived from London at an early 
hour, under a salute of eleven guns 
from the thrco-poimdors. A number 
of distingiiisbeil \isiters were present, 
amongst whom we noticed the Earl of 
Powis ; lAcut. - General Sir George 
W alker, G.C-B. ; Major-Gen. Sir Jas- 
IKjr Nicolls ; General Millar, royal ar- 
tilleiw: Sir James Shaw; Col. Stannus; 
Dr. Gregory ; Professor Leybourne. 

Tlie laiencss of the weather was 
most favourable for the review, 
which the business of the day com- 
menced. The soldior-liko stylo in 
which the little column passed the 
General was most creditable ; the ma- 
nual and platoon, the handling the 
guns, the sword exercise, &c.,twere 
equally well executed. WithoulPdoors 
we did not perceive any great change 
in the field works ; the batteries and 
the field-bastion, however, show how 
extremely well they have been re- 
veted and formed, by the way in 
which they stand the weather.’ We 
had *liopcd to see the portion of a 
parallel and sap constructed on the 
inviting piece of ground before the 
saliant an^le«of one of the bastions, but 
suppose it IS reserved for a future time. 

Within doors, we are bound to say that 
we again experienced the most grati- 
fying spectacle -for the mathematical 
oxanjination, conducted by Colonel Sir 
Alexander Dickson, yielded in none 
that we have ever witnessed at the 
institution. In the higher branches, 
GonUenteD Cadets Na^, Pott, John 
Tombs, Sart, James Johnstone, pnd 
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Fast, particularly distinguished them- 
selves by their demonstations in flux- 
ions, sph^cal ' trigonometry, statics, 
&c.; while there was a con|iderable 
poAon of life throughout the whole. 

Of the Asiatic languages, we profess 
to be no judge, as our knowledge never 
extended beyond tho patois usually 
picked up by oflicers of the king’s 
service; but some severe judges pre- 
sent declared their unqualified admira- 
tion of the degree of knowledge ac- 
quired by some of the class under 
examination, of whom Messrs. Robert- 
son and Pott took the lead. 

The fortification examination was 
also more than usually animated; the 
whole class e\ideutly possessed much 
knowledge, and wc're most ready in 
their answers to Sir Alexander Dick- 
son’s leading questions. 

In surveying and military drawing, 
the table was covered with well-executed 
specimens of all kinds — both of brush 
and pen work. Mr. Kaye’s Attack on 
St. Sebastian, and Mr. John Tombs’ 
Plan of the Ground around Peniscola, 
in pen work, were particularly noticed. 

In landscape drawing, J^owes-water, 
by Mr. John Tombs ; Naples, by Mr. 
Kaye; a Sunset at Cliatraoss, l)y Mr, 
Nash; Jaci Castle, Sicily, * by IVfr. 
Ilajj; ; and some smaller pieces by Mr. 
Daycock and Mr. Taylor, had great 
merit. 

We have so often described the 
system pursued at this seminary, that 
W'e refraih from again dwelling upon 
anything beyond a brief outline of the 
proceedings of the day. 

At the conclusion of the examina- 
tion, the thirty-six candidates were 
named to their respective services: — 
Gentlemen Cadets Nash, Pott, John 
Tombs, Hart, James Johnstone, and 
Fast, \tere the six Cadets selected for 
the engineer coi*ps. *• 

The reports of Sij Alexander Dick- 
son, the inspector of the'studios and 
of Colonel Houstoiin, thi^ lieutenant- 
governor, to the Court of Directors, on 
tho progress and conduct of the Cadets 
during the last term, were, on the 
whole, most creditable to the institu- 
tion; in the lieu t.- governor’s, two 
points were particularly gratifying, first, 
the gentleman-like demeanor of tho 
CadjSts in the neighbourhood ; second, 
the fifm, manly, and olficer-l4e fone 


of gentlemen -corporals J. Tombs, 
Hart, Pott, Fast, and Kaye, on whom 
the charge of the five classes had de- 
volved during the term. On these 
two honourable features, the chairman 
complimented the institution, in his 
spcecli at the close of the day. And, 
considering that this seminary of I50 
Cadets *is placed in the midst of a 
teeming population, withfn eleven miles 
of London, their gentleman-like cha- 
racter in the neighbourhood speaks 
highly for the system of discipline pur- 
sued at the institution ; and knowing 
^ well as wo do, from experience, tlio 
independence of mind necessary to 
carry on duties amongst our fellow- 
cadets, wc congratulate the five young 
oflicers just named, on -the honourable 
terms in which their commanding 
officer has been pleased to report upon 
their conduct. 

Amongst the models m the model- 
room, we were struck with one illustra- 
tive of the nature of the pressure of 
earth upon the revetment walls of ram- 
parts ; with a calculation lor finding the 
dimensions proper to be given to such 
walls to enable them to resist the pres- 
sure or thrust against them. Tho 
principle hero detailed, leads to results 
more satisfactory than that described 
in Dr. Hutton's Treatise, or in those 
interesting experiments at the end of 
the second volume of Colonel Pasley's 
Elementary Fortification. Dr. Hutton 
considers only the amount of the thrust 
exerted horizontally against the wall ; 
but in this model the total amount of 
pressure or thrust is resolved into two 
forces, the one acting horizontally, and 
the otlior vertically ; • tho former tend- 
ing to overthrow, the latter to give sta- 
bility to the wall. Wo trust that the 
talented inventor of this new theory 
and model will permit us, at a future 
period, to convoy to the public his dc- 
• tailed ideas and calculations on the 
sul^ect. Meantime we may observe, 
that bis theoretical calculations, and 
tlic experimented practical result^, 
most closgly agree. It is surprising 
that eminent a mathematioian as 
Dr. Hhtton should have overlooked 
the vertical pressure above alluded to ; 
an^ which there isreS^on to believe, 
Vaiiban must have considered in regu- 
lating the dimensions of his rampart- 
walls, as this theory harmonises with 



124 


editor’s 1?0RTF0L10. 


the quantity of masonry expended by 
him,— much more than that hitherto 
followed in all modern works of forti- 
fication. 


A Dioest of the Rules of* the 
Portsmouth Royal Naval An- 
nuitant Society. 

Established af Portsmontb, on the 24t1i of 
March, 1831, 

And Enrolled pursuant to 10 Oeo. IV. c. 56. 
Prksiukvts. 

Rear*AdmIral Sir Fred. Lewis Maitland, K.C.B. 

„ Geor.<e M'KInley, Esq. 

William Bultertield, Esq., CniJtain, ll.N. 

John B. Purvis, Esq., Captahi, K.N. 

John Gourly, Esq., Cuptuin, 11 N. 

H, F. B. Collier, Esq., Captain, R.N. 

VlCK-PnKSIOEVT. 

Henry Davis, Esq., Captain, ll.N. 

Tri/stkks. 

Sir Frederick Lewis Maitland, K.C.B. 

Sir H. M. J. W. Jervis, Bart. 

John Gourly, Esq, Captain, R.N. 

William Tuckfield, Esq. 

Lieut. Antony Munton Lyons, Royal Murines. 
Treasurer, Lieut. John SlaiiKhter, R.N. 

Actuary, Lieut. Sampson Marshall, ll.N* 

SKCnaTARlES. 

J. M. HoflfmeUter, Esq. 

Mr. William Cotsell. 

Stetoard, Lieut. Prosper Ambrose, R.N. 

Arbitrators. 

J. S. Shugar, Esq. 

Daniel Quarrier, Esq, 

George Grant, sen., Esq* 

Sir Lucius Curtis, Bart. 

1. The PoRT.'SMouTH Royal Naval An- 
nuitant SOCIKTV. 

3. Object ol’ the Society to jiroviile a 
fund for granting Annuities to the Rela- 
tives of Deceased Members. 

3. The Society receives as its Members, 
Flag Officers, Captains, Commandeis, 
lieutenants, Ma.sters, Secretaries to Flag 
Officers and Commodore-s, Physicidiis, 
Chaplains, Surgeons, Pursers, Officers of 
the Royal Marines, Assistant Surgeons, 
Second Masters, passed Midshipmen, and 
passed Clerks, their AYidows and AVives. 
—As in Rule 34. 

4. The duties of the Society to be con- 
ducted by Presidents, Vjice- Presidents, ‘ 
Trustees, Treasurers, an Actuary, Secre- 
taries, Stewards, and thirty other Mem- 
bera. 

5. Presidents may convene ^ meeting. 

6. \Tce-Presidents to be Membqys, aud 
preside in the absence of Presideifts. 

7. Trustees to be Meml)er8. All monies 
to be invested inllieir names in the Savings' 
10ia,tlk, or other Government securities, £nd 
i^qt afterwar.ds to be removed without coii- 
fl^t^f a General Meeting. 

h, ^fh^asurors shaU deposit all monies in 


the Savings’ Bank within six days after its 
receipt, or be subject to a finf^ 

9. The Actuary to attend all MeetingSi 
and reedpts of payment, conduct the^cOr- 
re.spondenctf, keep the books and papers, 
and perform the duties incidental to his 
office ; shall pay all monies to the Trea** 
surer within seven days when it amounts 
to , except a reserve of lOf. for contiu* 
gent expenses, shall give security for the 
due performance of his duty, shall be re- 
moved by a General Meeting, his salary 
not to cominenbe till five years after the 
Society’s establishment, when it shall be 
two shillings for every Member till the 
number amounts to 1500. 

10. One Secretary shall attend each 
Meeting to assist the Actuary. 

1 1 . Stewards shall attend on days of pay- 
ment, and receive the monies, shall ^lay 
tlie same to the Treasurers on the second 
day, or be fined. 

12. Members of the Committee to bo 
elected annually, two-thirds only to be re- 
elected, to be in proportion to each rank. 

1.3. A General Meeting to he held an- 
nually on the 23rd of April, at Portsmouth, 
to receive a report of the state of the So- 
ciety, and elect officers and a Committee 
for the ensuing year. 

M. The Committee shall meet in the 
months of Februaiy, May, August, aud 
November, to audit Accounts, and enforce a 
coinplianLe with the Rules, where necessary. 

15. Members on entenug the Society to 
pay an entrance of ten shillings, antf one 
shilling per annum for each and every year 
of ago they have attained. After the 23rd 
of April, 1832, no Member to be admitted 
after 55 years of age, unless Rouble en- 
trances, subscriptions, and disparities are 
paid, excejit lie be abroad, when h •, may 
be admitted till the 23rd of ApriH'1834; 
but no Officer, after the 23id of April, 
1832 (who may previously have had au 
opportunity of becoming a member), shall 
be admitted on his being appointed to a 
Foreign Station, No Member admitted 
after 00, except as an honorary one. AU 
subscriptions become due on the days 
appointed for payment of Naval half-pay, 
or within fourteen dkys after. A Member 
failii\g to pay within the time will be fined 
according to Table No. 1 ; if four quarters 
in arrear, ta be suspended or excluded (yitle 
next Rtf/e). 

16. Members absent from the kingdom 
shall pay their money free of expense to 
the Society ; if in arrear, to be fined as in 
the loregoing rule, and placed on the sus- 
pension list ; remaining on such list three 
years, to bo excluded; , returning within 
three years, and paying all sums due, with 
the interest thereon, to be considered as if 
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never suspended. Dying while on the 
suspension list deprives the annuitant of 
all claims. . 

A Member on nominating shall 
lodge a declaration of the ago of himself 
and nominee, and two certificates of health 
• from medical men, not being partners, ex- 
cept he reside within ten miles o 1 Ports- 
mouth, or within the like distance of any 
branch committee, when he shall be re- 
quired to appear personally, with one certi- 
ficate only. Giving a' false statement to 
elude fines, &c., he shall be expelled, forfeit 
all sums paid, and his nominee exclud^iT 
from all benefit. 

18. Any person who may join the So- 
tciety, or a Member taking an additional 
share, shall, on nominating, pay an addi- 
tional entrance of one shilling for every 
600/. invested capital. Persons who may- 
be promoted, and not become Members 
within twelve months, shall pay the extra 
entrance, except those who may be pro- 
moted on foreign stations, when six months 
will be allowed after they return to Eng- 
land. 

19. If a member nominate a female one 
year younger, or a mule thirty-six years 
younger, he shall pay an additional sum 
according to Table No. 2 ; such sum to 
be paid once only on each share, or by 
quarterly payments of not less than 1/.; 

, interest at five per cent, to be paid on the 
remainder. 

20. No part of the funds shall become 
diviflble until after the expiration of five 
years from the formation of the Society: 
after deducting all necessary exjienses, it 
shall be allowed to accumulate, and form a 
permanent^stock, the interest to be aiqilied 
as hereafter provided. 

21. When payments commence, the an- 
nual su%scriptiuns of those Membeis who 
have been five years in the Society shall 
be divided into 20 equal parts, 3-20ths, 
with that year’s iiiteiest on the capital (ex- 
‘ cept monies paid in advance and the inte- 
rest thereon), shall be divided among the 
annuitants, ilie remaining 17-20ths to be 
added to the permanent funds. Every 
year one additional 20th shall be added to 
the divisible fund tillf the end of twenty 
years, when all subscriptions and interest 
on the capital shall be divided. All sums, 
fines, and donations, shall be added to the 
unappropriated fund. 

22. Claimants shall be paid their annui- 
ties on the 2 1st of June every year, from 
file funds provided in rule 21, which sum 
shall be equally divided between all thfi an- 
nuitants, provided the sum does not exceed 
25/. to each claii^ant, the surplus to be 
carried to the credit of future claimants— 
thii elapse to ^ void after the fifth yeafs 


payment.— Should the Annuities ever be less 
than 25/. the fractional parts of 1/. will be 
carried to the credit as above. 

23. A Member may nominate his wifoy 
legitimate children, grandchildren, parents- 
brotlvirs, sisters, nephews, nieces, and cou 
sins, being such by consanguinity, to the ex- 
tent of twp shares. No female nominee to be 
entitled to her annuity during coverture ; hut 
in the event of such annuitant's husband’s 
death, she shall receive the benefit arising 
4‘rom every nomination she may be entitled 
to, provided she shall have complied with tho 
rules ill respect to five years’ payments, &c. 
No male nominee, except a father, entitled 
rto an annuity after the age of twenty- one. 
Should any member wish to provide a se- 
cond aiiniuty, the nominee must have been 
nominated five years In^foie entitled to an 
annuity. 

24. Nominees of Deceased Members 
shall be entitled to annuities at the end of 
five }ears, if the Member shall have paid 
all sums to the end of the fifth year, other- 
wise such payments to be conijileted by the 
Nominee. If any declare their incapacity 
to do so, the arrears, with interest, shall be 
deducted from the annuity when due. 

25. A Member may bequeath the benefit 
accruing from his nomination to any other 
person, during his nominee’s life, such per- 
son being otherwise eligible. 

26. Members d)ing after the 15th day 
of March, June, September, and Decem- 
ber, bliall not be paid for the quarter in 
which the Member dies ; but if before these 
days they shall receive the portion of such 
quarter. 

27. Monies paid in advance shall, on 
the death of the Member, be refunded to 
his annuitant, otheiwise no monies can be 
refunded. 

28. A Member who had not nominated, 
marrying after his entiy,inay nominate on 
the class oa which he entered ; liis subscrip- 
tion, pie vioiis to marriage, shall be reckoned 
as part of the five years’ nomination ; and 
should he liave paid more than five previ- 
ous to marriage, the excess shall be applied 
ill pajmeiit of his dispaiity sum, if any.— 
A Member continuing his subscription after 
the death of his nominee, may nominate a 
second time on the class on which he en« 
tered ’f but ceasing to subscribe, his class 
will be according to age ou re-entry. 

29. Aiiniqtauts must transmit (post-paid) 
a certificate of the death 'of the nominating 
Member! and when the annuities are pay- 
able, must annually send an affidavit of 
being alive and iinmarri^, on or before 
the'* 1st of June; failing to do sd, will lose 
their annuity for^the year,* as. no arrears 
can be paid at any time. All documents 
must be satisfactory tp the Committee. 
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30t All disputeB between Membeta and 
Iho Society, not determinable by these 
Rules, shall be decided by arbitration, such 
decision to be final: the parties who lose 
shall pay the expense, not exceeding the 
sum of ten shillings for costs. Ifi any 
Member of the Society shall, at any Gene* 
ral or Committee Meeting, bring, forward 
any matter so decided he shall be fined U. 

31. A MemW refusing to account for 
monies or effects, or to deliver up, or mis- 
applying the same, shall forfeit double the 
value and be expelled ; refusing to deliver 
up any papers when required, shall bo fined 
hy a General Meeting. 

32. A Member may continue to subscribe* 
although he may have afterwards quitted 
his Majesty’s service. 

33. Every Member shall subscribe his 
name to the Rules, and take a copy thereof,* 
shall receive from* the Actuary a certificate 
of his nomination as a voucher. 

34. Widows of Officers, during the first 

year of their Widowhood (m reference to 
the 18th Rule), shall not pay .any increased 
entrance ; other Widows shall at all times 
be eligible to provide for their children, 
being the children of deceased Officers. 
No Widow can Ixj admitted beyond the age 
of 5f», W’ives of Officers may make pro- 
vision for their children. i 

35. The rent of the Society’s room, ^lur- 
chase of btationcry, and other ineulontal 
expenses, shall be paid out of the funds. 
No other charge will be allowed without 
previous consent of the Committee. 

36. Previous to any alteration of these 
Rules and Regulations, timely notice of the 
same shall be given to all the branches of 
the Society (should any lie formed), whose 
number amounts to twenty and upwards, 
that their views on the subject may Iw 
known to the Society, who sliall first read 
the correspondence, collect the votes, an 
attested copy of winch is to be sent to the 
Society. 

37. All monies arising from contribu- 

tions and fines to be applied to the purposes 
mentioned in these Rules, ami in defraying 
the necessary expenses iitlendiug the ma- 
nagement of the Society. Any Officer, 
misapplying the funds, shall repay the 
game, and be excluded. ** 

N.B, It is proposed that a bye-law shall 
be framed to enable the branches to add 
their votes to the Society's, at Portsmouth, 
botli for and agaiftst the measure tl.at may 
be agitated. 

Form of application and Medical Certi- 
ficate, to 1>e iuMre«4Hed (post-paid) to the 
Actuary, At the Office, Old Town itall, 
Portfmoutik 
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GENERAL ORDERS, GIRCULAfiS, 
&c. &c. ^ 


ARMY. 

Officers and PersonA in the Receipt of 
Half-pay, Retired Full-pay, Pension^ 
for Wounds, Allowances to General 
Officers, to Officers, &c. of Militia and 
Loral Militia, Pensions to Widows of 
Officers, and to Persons on the Com- 
passionate List, and Allowances As of 
Ills Majesty’s Royal Bounty. 

In consequence of a Bill lately brought 
into Parliament by the Paymaster-Ge- 
neral, Persons entitled to any of the 
above Allowances, .and resident in the 
IJuiied Kingdom, are empowered (in ad- 
dition to tlie fornner modes of receiving 
their respective Allowances) to draw a 
Bill of Exchange upon the Paymaster- 
General of His Majesty’s Forces; if, 
therefore, any of the above Persons are 
desirous of so doing, it will he necessary 
to attend to the following directions. 

By the Act 3d Will. IV. cap. 106, 
Officers and Persons entitled to any of 
the above-named Allowances, and de- 
sirous of drawing a Bill of Exchange for 
the same, upon the Paymaster- General, 
must signify such desire hy Letter, trans- 
mifcifig ‘at the same time the requisite 
Affidavit or Certificate, addressed to the 
Paymaster-General, under Cover, iiV the 
following manner, (the service, namely, 
Half-pay, or other Allowance, as the case 
may be, being inserted in the left-hand 
bottom corner of the Cover) ; ^ 


To » 

The U’ujkt Honourable 
The Paymaeter-General of the Forces^ 
IVhitehall, 

Jjondon, 

Hvre insert tho Service. 



The C'ashier, Wkio has the charge of 
payipg tho particular Service to be drawn 
for, will, as soon as the Allowanct^ la 
question shall be in the course of pay- 
ment, dispatch, from the Office to the 
Person so desiring payment, an Order to 
draw, with a Form of Bill attached thereto, 
and such Order and Bill, when returned 
aiK^ pre.sented at the A'my Pay Office^ 
duly filled up by the said Officer or Person, 
will be retained and paid by the PaV- 
master-General) according to its tenor^ in 
like manner as if It bad bean aocepted. 
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MBMOnAT^DtrStf* 

Persons eiititled to any of the above 
Allowances will understand, that they 
ma3^now make their election of^any one 
of the four following modes for the Rg> 
^ceipt of the same i — 

By Personal Application at this Office. 

Through an Agent duly authorized by 
Power of Attorney. 

By Remittance through — ^Tlie Collector 
of Cess, in Scotland ; the Collector of 
Customs, or the Collector of Kxciscj in 
any part of the Kingdom. 

By a Bill of Exchange drawn upon 
tjie Paymaster-General of His J^Iajesty’s 
Forces, agreeably to a Form transmitted. 

TcnnicK IIaui.tain, 
Accountant-General. • 

Army Pay Office,") 

23d October, 1«32. J 

N.B. — ^The Law above-mentioned, au- 
thorizing the Drawing Bills on the Pay- 
master-General, will not take effect until 
the Ist January, 1833. 


War Office, 12th Nov. 1832. 

Sir, — With reference to the Regulation 
of the 1st of August last, relativv.* to the 
conveyance of soldiers and tbeir families 
by coasting, steam, or canal navigation, I 
am directed to apprise you, that an ar- 
rangement has been now made for their 
conveyance by His Majesty’s Post Office 
Packets at all the stations at which there 
are any vt^sels of that description ; and 
that although the Post-Master-General 
requiresi that the full cabin fares should 
be paid by commissioned officers, in order 
to prevent their conveyance being a loss 
to the revenue, by their occupation of the 
apace which w'ould otherwise be ajjpro- 
priated to private passengers, yet his 
Grace is willing to convey^ free of alt 
charge^ non-commissioned officers and;j>ri- 
vatesj discharged soldiers and their fami- 
lies, and the families •f soldiers sent to 
their homes, on the embarkation or de- 
cease of their husbands. 

A statement, showing the stations of 
the several post-office packets, their fixed 
times of sailing, the average period of the 
voyage, and the rates of passage money 
for officers is annexed, and also a form of 
the Order which is to be delivered to the 
Agent by persons claiming passages in the 
vessels in question. 1 am further directed 
to express the Secretary at War’s desire, 
that idvery pQSsible facility may be afforded 


to the agents of the packet^ both at the 

add also to state that officers and Boldiera, 
whilst on board tlie post-office packets, will 
not be victualled at the public expense, 
and tliat this arrangement, in respect of 
the packets between Liverpool and Dublin, 
will not take place until the 25th inst., 
hut on the other stations it is to be imme^ 
diately carried into effect. * 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient humbler Servant} 
L. SULIYAV* 

Officer commanding — 

Regt. of . 


Statomont sliowing the Plares frtim and tO which 
Comeyiinces may be obtaiiicil in His Majesty’s 
Post-Ofllec Pac-kets. fixed times of Sailing, See. 
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Regulation for the Guidance of Com- 
xnandlng OfUcers, Paymasters, and 
others^ respecting the Allowances for 
the Conveyance of the Wives, Widows, 
and Children of Soldiers to their 
Homes, 

The Acts of Parliament having* been 
repealed under which advances were made 
by the Overseers of the Poor in hlnglaud, 
the Treasurer/ of Kirk Sessions in Scot- 
land, and the Postmasters in Ireland, to 
the families of Soldiers travelling to their 
hornes by War Office Passes, the Secretary 
at War has caused the following liules to 
he drawn up for the guidance of Com- 
manding Officers, Paymasters, and otliers,« 
in respect to the mode of issuing the al- 
lowances for the future. 

1. When a Regiment nr detachment in 
Great Britain or Ireland is ordered to 
embark for foreign service, if the number 
of the wives of the Non-Commissioned 
Officers and men shall exceed the propor- 
tion allowed to proceed with the corps or 
detachment, those not permitted to cm. 
bark are to be provided with a conveyance 
home for themselves and their children, 
not exceeding 14 years of age, at tlie 
public expense. If, however, such con- 
veyance cannot be procured upon eligible 
teims, and it shall be found more advan- 
tageous for the public to grant the parties 
an allowance in money, in order to enable 
them to travel to their respective homes, 
an allowance may in that case he issued 
for the actual distance by the nearest route 
at the following rates, viz , 1^. a mile for 
the wife, and \d. a mile for each child, 
not exceeding 1 4 years, but above 1 year 
of age, no allowance being made for in- 
fants. 

% To the wives or widows of Soldiers, 
and their children, sent home from abroad, 
and to the widows and children of 8oldiei.s 
dying on service' in this country, pro- 
vi4ed they proceed immediately to their 
homes, a free conveyance, or the like tra- 
velling allowance, will also be granted ; 
but in every instance in which the parties 
can be conveyed by sea, by canal boats, by 
waggons, or any other mode, more ex- 
peditiously and economically than bv tia- 
velliiig on foot, such conveyance should be 
provided in preferenc/e to the mileage al- 
lowance, it being very desirable that no 
time lie lost on l^be road home. 

3. Besides the free conveyancf^hy land, 
a personal allowance shall be granted for 
their subsisteijce on the journey at the 
foUowing.rates, viz., 2d. for each wojnaii, 
and Id. ea^h child, for every Smiles. 

4. For the period during which the 
family of any Soldier may be necessarily 


detained at a port waiting for a p^sage, 
and likewise for the, period of their pas^ 
sage, allowances will be granted, agreeably 
to the ri|lcs laid down In the regulation 
for passages dated the 1st instant, a*'* 

6 The payments for conveyances of fa- 
milies tinder this regulation are^ in all cases, 
to be made to the proprietors of such con- 
veyances, or to their agents, whose receipts 
should be annexed, as vouchers, to the 
public accounts. 

ii Before any payment is made to the 
wife or widow of a soldier on account of 
travelling allowance, she should be ap- 
prised that if she do not proceed direct to 
her destination, she will be liable to bo 
appreliended and proceeded against as a 
V{igrant,aiul that she will also be precluded 
in future from any benefit to wliich, by 
the custom of the service, she wouldotlicr- 
v'ise be entitled. 

7- Paymasters of Regiments, Reserves, 
and Districts, by whom any allowance is 
paid, are to take care that they limit their 
issues to such sum only as will take the 
respective parties to the nearcat place on 
the line of route, at which there is a resi- 
dent Paymaster or Subdivision Officer, 
by whom a further issue can be made. 

8. Tlie Commanding Officers of Regi- 
ments or Detaolirnents will cause alpha- 
betical lists to be made up and transmitted 
to tlie War Office, in the form lierewith 
ma'‘k3d|A, for all p(M\sons claiming tho 
benefits of this regulation. 

0. Ill cases ill wliidi the whole smn to 
be received by, or paid on account of any 
family, shall be issued by the same Pay- 
master, the amount is to be inserted as a 
charge in his conlingent account, the cer- 
tificate and receipts, Porni 14, being an- 
nexed as vouchers. 

10. When, houever, the PaymSstcr at 
the place from which the family may pro- 
ceed to their destination shall issue a por- 
tion only of the iruvelling allowance, he 
is to alter the certificate, Form B, a4 
therein pointed out, and is to transmit a 
duplicate, by the earliest post, to the Pay- 
master by whom the residue of the tra- 
velfing allowance is to be issued ; and 
when a family proj;eecls between England 
and Scotland, or Ireland, tlie Paymaster 
at the place of embarkation, who provides 
the passage, should transmit to the Pay- 
master at the place of disembarkation, 
the certificate, Form B, to be by him an- 
Axed to his accounts, as a voucher fur the 
passage money, and travelling allowance 
to /he family’s final destination. 

1 1. A certificate, Form C, is to be given, 
for her protection, to every wqman, to 
whom any issue is made on account of 
travelliztg allowance; or for whom any 



m 


QENI^ftAL ORDI&II4 tSIRCtrULRS^ &C. 


conveyance is provide^^ and ^e payrodnu 
.made on her aceoiiiiea by the. respective 
Paymaster^, are to W invariably stated 
thereon. | 

Commanding Odicers and Pay- 
masters will be aware that alt former re- 
gulations issued from the Wjir Office on 
this subject ai'e cancelled hereby. 

War Office, Aug. 1st, 1832. 



FORM a 

W« do hereby certHy that the 

of of Captain Company pr Troop 

of tho is entitled to traveHin(f Sllowaneei 

or a conveyance [for heisulf and for children] 

to • her intended place of ivaidetica, she 

having been on the of her husband. 

Wo do further certify that the said hoo 

Bignfhcd her intention of proceeding forthi^ithto 
, from which place she is to embark for 
» , and that she has received the sum 
of for herself, and of for her children, 

to eiiablo her to roach • » tho place of her 

final destination. 

Commanding OflRcer. 

Paymaster. 

Dated at .the day of .18 . 

I acknowledge to have received ftom the Pay- 
master of the sum of , to enable me iu 

proceed with children to 

I further acknowledge to have leeched fioin the 
Payin.isttii of the the lliillier sum of , 

on account of 

N n —When theic are no cTiilihcu, or wlicn the 
women piocccd at once to their final dcbtiuntiou, 
th<‘ certificates must bosilton'd acdordiugly, 


FORM C 

Tliis j., ibceilify, that tho bearer heicof, 
is the wufe of , in llm 

Regt. of , and is cnlillcd to a fico passage 

from to , ami on her .11 rival to the 

sum of , to enable hcisi'U and cliildreu 
to pioceed to , the place of her inteudod 

rcsulcncp. 

Tile s.iid is (here describe herl. 

(j'ummaiuUtig OUlccr. 
Paymaster. 

Dated ut , this day of , 18 . 

N B — The Woman will pie'.ent this cprlineate 
to any Paymastei or other militmy ofiicei, from 
wliom she is to reeeii’e any allow anee, and is to 
letain it until hei arnval at hei fin.'il ilustiiiatiou. 


War Office, 1832. 

Sir, — With a view to the establishment 
of an adequate and uniform system of re- 
ward for the apprehension of deserters 
from the army on foreign stations, I Jiave 
the honor to request .that you will be 
pleased to furnish me with a statement in 
detail of the .several suras which have been 
paid for such service within your C09I- 
mand, during the last two years, distin- 
guishing the individuals to whom, and the 
soldiers on account of whose desertion the 
rewards have been paid. 

I b^ve at the same time to request yonr 
opinion as to the course of proceeding it 
may be most expedient to estal*lish with a 
view to the pieveiition of the offence of 
desertioy, afi well as fos the speedy and 
economionl recovery of deserters to the ser- 
vice, and chat you will state what sum you 
consider sufficient as rerfuneration and 
reward to the party for the apprehension 
of the deserter. — I have tha honour, &,c. 

* John I)[obhous£. 

To the General Officer commanding. 


U« S. JouRK. No. 50r Jan. 1833, 




BECURD OF THE SERVICES OF THE TWENTY-THIRD REOIUENT, 
OR ROYAL WELSH FUSIlAeRS *. 


Ok the 98th of September, the ctmibined French and American army made iti 
appearance, and Lord Cornwallis having the same evening received assurance of 
speedy succour from Sir Henry Clinton, withdiHSw his troops from the outer works, 
fvhich were, cm the following day, octupied by the enemy, and the place completely 
invested. On the 6th of October, the enemy opened the first parallel, and on the 
9th, their batteries commenced firing on our left ; other batteries fired at the same 
time against a redoubt advanced over the creek upon our right, and defended by 
120 mcm of the 23rd regiment and marines, w^io maintained tliat ])ost with uncom- 
mon gallantry t : soon after 3000 French grenadiers, all volunteers, made a vigor- 
ous attempt to storm the right advanced^ redoubt, and were repulsed by only 130 
officers and soldiers of the Welsh Fusilcers, and 40 marines; two other attempts 
were also made by the French to storm the redoubt, which were also un-successfiil 
On the night of the 14th, the enemy established tlic second parallel, and it being 
evident that the half-mined works of the town could not stand many hours against 
its fire, a sortie Avas determined on. This was made on the morning of the Kith, 
by a party of 350 men, avIjo gallantly forced their way into two of the batteries 
that Avere in the greatest state of forwardness, spiked the guns, and killed about 
100 of the enemy. This success was, hoAA^ever, of little avail ; the guns having been 
hastily and imperfectly spiked, AA'ere soon restored, and before evening Avere fit for 
service. Not a gun could he shown on the Avorks of the town, and the shells were 
nearly all expended ; no alternative, therefore, remained, but to surrender, or attempt 
to draw off the garrison by the Gloucester side of the ri\’'er, on Avhich there Avas 
only a small French force, Avhich could be easily overpowered. The latter alterna- 
tive Avas decided on, and some large boats Avere, on otlier pretences, ordered to be in 
readiness at night. In these a detachment of the army, including a part of the 
Welsh Fusileeis, embarked, some feached the opposite side, )>ut at this critical 
moment, the Aveather, fiom being calm and moderate, changed to a most violent 
storm of wind and rain, and drove all the booCsf^some with troops on board, down 
the river. Fortunately, they were all enabled to return in the course of the fore- 
noon, but the design of drawing off the garrison Avas cornpletolv frustrated. Mean- 
while the enemy’s batteries had opened at day-break ; the defences were cmmbling 
into ruins, and Avere already assailable in more than one point. Under these cir- 
cumstances, Earl CoriiAvallis, unwilling to expose his men to the carnage of an 
assault, Avhich could not fail of success, made proposals lor a capitulation on the 
17th. The terms Avere iidjusted on the folloAving day, and on the 19th tltti articles 
were signed ; and so terminated the services of the Royal Welsh in the American 
war, though unfortunately, not ingloriously. Lord Cornwallis, in his official account 
of the siege, observes, “ The detachment of the 23d Regiment and Marines in the 
redoubt of the right, commanded by Captain Altborpe (23d'), and the subsequent 
detachments, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Johnstone, deserve particular com- 
mendation.” Sir Thomas Saumarez adds, ** For the gallant defence made by the 
troops which defended the right redoubt, they received the particular thanks of 
Earl Cornwallis, and also the most flattering testimonies of approbation from the 
general officers of the army, for their persevering and intrepid conduct during the 
iiege, and on all former occasions.” Even the French general officers, after the ter- 
mination of the siege, gave the Welsh Fasileers their unqualified approbation, and 
praise for their intrepidity and firmness in repulsing the three attacks rntide by such 
vastly superior numbers on the redoubt, and &uld not easily believe that so few 
men had defended it. 

The combined army, including militia, amounted to 20,000 men, while the garri- 
son, on the day.previous to the surrender, mustered 5950 rank and file, of whom, 
however, only 40l7 were reported fit for duty. Lieutenants Mair and Guyon, of 
th^Velsh Fusileers, were killed during the siege. 

^the ternfli of the capitulation, the garrisvii surrendered prioners of war, but 
eis were permitted to return* to Europe on parole, and to retain their pri- 


* Coiithiue from p. 671. 

<1' Lord Cdrnwallis’B despatch. f Sir Thomas Saumarez, 
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vaM property I the colouri of iho regiment were thus saved, by Captain Peter* and 
another officer wrapping them round their bodies t. 

On the 29th of October Captain Suamares, who was appointed to attend the 
^«giment during its captivity, fcnarched from York Town with half the garrison, and 
on the 15th of November arrived at Winchester in the hack settlemeiits of Virginia, 
where the soldiers were confined in barracks, surrounded by a stockade. 

On the iSth of January 1782, the regiment marched from Winchester, through 
the state of Maryland to Lancaster in Pennsylvania, a long and severe march, dur- 
ing which several of the soldiers wfere frost-bitten. Here, on the 2d of June, 1782, 
Captain Haumarez was one of the thirteen British captains who wire compelled to 
draw lots for their lives. 

In May, 1783, the regiment quitted Lancaster, and joined the British army in 
Staten Island; and in January, 1784, embarked for England. Fi*om that period 
till 1794, they were stationed in tlie United Kingdom, and in the latter year em- 
barked for St. Domingo, where they assisted at the taking of Port an Prince, hut 
suffered so severely from the climate, tliat they returned to England a perfect ske- 
leton in 1798. 

In 1798 the regiment formed part of a force sent under the command of Major- 
General Coote, to destroy sluices and works in the canal of Ostend. ^ Two com- 
panies only landed on this service ; they were made prisoners of war, in common 
with the re.st of the troops, and marched to Lille; they were soon after, however, 
exchanged, and joined the head-quarters of the regiment in Guernsey. 

In Anppist, 1799 , the regiment embarked for Holland, with the army under 
Lieutenant-General Sir Kalph Abercrombie, sailed from the Df>wns on the Kith of 
that month, and after a tedious and tempestuous voyage arrived in Texel Roads on 
the 22d. Immediate preparations for a landing were commeneed, but it coming on 
to blow so hard on shore, the fleet was forced to put to sea again ; and the gale 
continuing unabated for the two following days, it was not till the 28th that it 
finally came to anchor. On the morning of the 27th the troops got into the boats 
and launches of the fleet to disembark. The reserve, composed of the Welsh busi- 
leens and 6fttb, commanded by Colonel M‘l)qnBld of the latter regiment, were the 
first to reach the shore. They had scarcely formed, and began to move forward, 
when they got into action with a considerable body of Dutch infantry, cavalry, and 
artillery, commanded by Gen^raf Daendels, The ardour and glorious intrepidity 
displayed by the troops soon drove the enemy from the nearest sand-hills but the 
libntest continued from five o’clock in the morning till three in the afternoon, when 
the enemy, completely worn out, were compelled to retire. The loss of the British 
fell chiefly on the reserve, which were the corps principally engaged. The Welsh 
Fusileers had 18 rank and file killed, and Captains Bury, Ellis, and the Honourable 
Godfrev McDonald, five serjeants, and 89 rank and file wounded. 

For some days the troops remained in the position they had won on the sand- 
hilli, suffering severely from the weather, having no other shelter than trenches, 
whiA they dug for themselves in the sand. On the 1st of September they advanced 
from this uncomfortable situation, and established themselves on the Zype Dyke, 

" extending across the peninsula of the Helder, from the Atlantic to the Zuyder Zee. 
Early in the morning of the 10th of September, the enemy advanced in three co- 
lumfiB to attack the position, but were repulsed at every point ; the reserve quickened 
the retreat. . , , , , 

In a few days His Royal Highness the Duke of York arrived and assumed the 
command of the army, and as contiiderable reinforcements of English and Russians 
arrived about the same time, offensive^ operations commenced. On the 19th of 
September the Allibd army marched in Ifour columns to attack the posts of the 
enemy. All conducted themselvea with great braveiy, and the efforts of three of 
the columns were crowned with complete success. The right column, however, 
composed of Russians, was unfortunately surrounded in the village of Bergen, and 
ultimately repulsed with considerable loss. In consequence of this misfortune, the 
whole of the troops were recalled to the positiorr frrmi which thtfy had marched in 
the morning. The reserve had marched on the evening preceding the battle to turn 
the extreme right of the enemy. There was no opposition in that^uarter, but the 
column also resumed its former posTtion. ^ . 

The state of the weather prevented further active operations during tlie remain- 
der of the moiUh of September ; but the interval was usqfully emi^oyed in prepa- 

* The late Xdeut.«Gen. Peter, f Captain Julian's Journal. 
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rtitions for a renewal of the attack on the enemy: this was made on the 2d of Octo- 
ber, on which was gained the hard-fought battle, generally known as that of Alk- 
maar. The action commenced by the reserve, which formed the advanced guard of 
the right column of the army, tinder Sir Ralph Abel’crombie, attacking and carr^ 
ing a redoubt in front of the village of Campe, and driving the enemy from that 
village and the heights above it. They then advanced along the sand-hills inclining 
to their left, took the Slap^r Dyke in reverse, and cleared the road to Grocte, and 
the heights above it, for the Russian column which marched by the Slaper Dyke. 
Having cleared the ground in front of the Russians, the reserve inclined consider- 
ably to the ri^it, to connect itself with the right column (which had marched by 
the sea-shore), still warmly engaged with the enemy, who were in considerable 
force on the sand-hills. Meanwhile Sir Ralph Abercrombie had been for several 
hours warmly engaged with a superior body of the French, which occupied Egmont 
of the Zee, and the hills in front of it. The arrival of the reserve enabled him to 
advance and take post on the sand-hills, on which the troops lay on their arms that 
night, and on the following morning occupied Egmont of Zee. In this battle the 
Welsh Fusileers had seven rank and file killed, and Lieutenants M'Lean and Keith, 
one Serjeant, three drummers, and forty-nine rank and file wounded. 

After the action the enemy took up a strong position between Doever Wyck and 
Wyck of Zee, from which His Royal Highness determined to drive him before he 
should have time to strengthen it, or to receive reinforcements. In pursuance of 
this determination, and preparatory to a general movement, the advanced posts were 
ordered to be pushed forward on the 6th of October. This was effected in general 
with little opposition; but the Russians, while attempting to take possession of a 
height in their front, were attacked by a strong party of the enemy. Sir Ralph 
Abercrombie moved up with the reserve to support them, and the enemy advancing 
with his whole force, the action soon became general along a great part of the line, 
and was maintained with great obstinacy till a late hour in the night, when the 
enemy withdrew from the held. The Welsh Fusileers had six rank and file killed, 
and one serjeant and 33 rank and tile wounded. 

M^’inter was now setting in with suph rigour, that it was evident nothing further 
could be effected during that season ; a retrograde movement was therefore resolved 
on. About 7 o’clock on the evening of the 7th of October, the troops were sud- 
denly ordered to fall in, and by ten the relreaf had^commenced ; the night being 
extremely dark and stormy, and the greatest precautions having been taken to 
elude the vigilance of the enemy, there was no pursuit, and the army on the 9t?h 
resumed its former position on the Zype Dyke unmolested. 

On the 14th, His Royal Highness the Commander-in-chief made proposals to the 
French General Drune for witlidrawing the British and Russian troops from Hol- 
land, and on the 18th, articles to that effect were agreed on. 

In pursuance of the convention, the AFelsh Fusileers marched to the'Helder, 
and on the 29th of October embarked on some Dutch scluiytz, to be conveyed to 
some line-of-battle ships about fifteen miles off. The wind dying away they were 
unable to proceed, and were ordered on board some Dutch frigates, when it was 
the fate of Lieutenants Hill, Hanson, Viscer, Maclean, and lloggard, with the 
grenadiers and two other companies, amounting to 262 men, and 25 women and 
children, to embark in the Valk. This ship was prevented from sailing at -the 
same time with those which conveyed the rest of the regiment, but she got out 
with the next tide. On the following evening they were, by reckoning, within 
thirty miles of Yarmouth, but would not come<fiearer the shore during the night. 
Next morning the wind was contrary, and soon increasing to a storm, drove the 
Valk towards the coast of Norway. * Sh8 now beat about for ‘’several days, till all 
idea of her position was lost. On the morning of the 10th of November the ship 
struck on a sand-bank, as was afterwards ascertained, within six miles of the Dutch 
coast, from whicli the captain had conceived he was many leagues distant, 
supposing himself to be at l^ast equally near to that of England ; the crew, of 
whom, indeed, scarce twenty hadeever been at sea before, abandoned themselv'es to 
despair, and tnisted more to theiV prayers than to their exertions. 

The spirit of.the Englishmen was not, however, dismayed by their appalling situ- 
ation. Lieutef.ant Hoggard, who had some Ifi^tle knowledge of nautical affairs, 
took some* of the soldiers down to the'pumps, and Lieutenant Hill having failed in 
an attempt, to iireak open the powder-magazine, fired several rounds from a soldier’s 
musket ; the ship guns had all been drawn, and the gunner could not be found. 
The ehif now beat over the bank and drifted among some breakers, the main-mast 
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went overboard, severing the long-boat in two in its fall ; the ipwen and fore-mast 
soon followed, carrying vith them numbers of people who h^ crowded into the 
rigging. Lieutenant Hill now hearing the ship going to pieces, took liis station on 
the forecastle, where he lay lown, and from whence he witnessed the unhappy fate 
^of most of his companions, the after-part of the ship having soon broken away. 
The forecastle seemed to be fast bedded in the sand, but it soon fell over, when 
Lieutenant Hill quitted it, and after many fruitless and fatiguing efforts, succeeded 
in fastening himself with his braces to a fragment of the wreck, on which he at 
length reached the shore, where he found, that%>f 440 souls who had sailed in the 
Valk, only 25 survived, himself, 19 men of the Welsh Fusileersf and live Dutch 
sailors. 

The land on which they were cast proved to be the island of Ameland on the 
coast of Holland. The inhabitants had hoisted the colours of House of Orange, 
and cut off all communication with the main land ; they received the survivors in 
the kindest manner, and performed the last oflices to those who were washed ashore, 
with as much decency as their poverty ^would permit. 

Having fulfilled those melancholy duties, Lieutenant Hill hired a fishing-boat, 
ill which he and his companions were conveyed to the Ilelder, from whence they 
returned to England in the Success frigate. 

The regiment was now reduced by shipwreck and the casualties of the campaign, 
from 1000 to about 400 men ; drafts were received from the Irish militia, and a 
few recruits were raised in England, but the supplies were far from placing the 
regiment on its former establishment. 

In June, 1800, the regiment embarked atPlymoiUli, in three frigates, and joined 
the Channel fleet under Lord St. Vincent, disembarked on the Isle de Houat on the 
coast of France, re-embarked and joined the army under Ineutenant-Geiieral Sir 
James Pulteiiey, in the unsuccessful attempts on FerroU and Vigo in August ; 
they thence proceeded to Cadiz Bay, and joined the army assembled there under 
the command of Sir llalph Abercrombie. The troops being prevented from land- 
ing in consequence of an epidemic lever raging in the city, it was resolved to em- 
ploy them in an expedition to Egypt. The Welsh Fusileers sailed for Malta, where 
they landed eaily in December, for the purpbse of refreshing tho men, and cleaning 
the ships ; from Malta they proceeded to the general rendezvous, Marmorici Bay, 
ill Asia Minor, where they«gflii# landed and encamped. The expedition finally 
sailed from Marmorici Bay on the 23d of February, 1801, and on the 2d of March, 
■anchored in Aboukir Bay. The \Ve1sh Fusileers again formed part of the reserve, 
with the flank companies of the 40th regiment, the 2Bth, 42d, and d8th regiments, 
the Corsican Bangers, and detachments of the 11th dragpons, and of Ilumpesch's 
regiment, commanded by Major-General Moore. 

The state of the weather, and the surf on the shore, prevented any attempt to land 
till th^Oth. At two o’clock on that morning, the reserve, the Guards, and the 1st 
brigade, amounting in all to about 5500 men, commenced getting into the boats, 
but** owing to the great extent of the anchorage, the assembling and arranging of 
these at the place of rendezvous was not complet^ till nine. When the signal was 
made to advance, all sprang forward at the same instant : the French, to the num- 
ber of two thousand, drawn up at the summit of the sand-hills, in part sixty feet 
high, and apparently inaccessible, looking down in amazement at the hardihood of 
the attempt. When they could no longer doubt of the seriousness of the intention 
to land, they opened such a tremendous fire from tlieir artillery, and as the tr^ps 
approached, from their small arn^, that the surface of the water was broken into 
foam, and it seemed as if nothing could live in it. This only increased the ardour 
of the rowers, who pressed on and forced the boats to the beach. “ The reserve 
jum])ed on shore, and formed they advwiced ; the 23d and 40th rnshed up 
heights with almost preternatural energy, never firing a shot, but charging with 
the bayonet the two battalions which crowned them, breaking and pursuing them 
till they carried the two Mple' Hills in the rear, which commanded the plain to the 
left, taking at the same time three pieces of ^niTon*. The Guards and the Ist 
brigade were no less successful, and the British-were left in full possession of the 
heights, and eight pieces of cannon. ^ 

The loss of the regiment was she rank and file killed, and CapQdns Ellis, Lloyd, 
and Pearson, one serjeant, and 37 rank andrfile wounded. 

* The rest of the army disembarked during the day, and the \ihole occupied a 

* Sir Robert Wilson’s History of the expedition. 
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position Bl)out three miles in advance, till the 12th, when it SEftln moved forward 
and came in sight of the enemy, who was strongly posted with his right to the 
canal of Alexandria, and his left to the sea. On the nmrningof the 13th, the army 
marched in two columns against the right of the enein^*8 position, but bad not pro<^ . 
needed far, when the French, descending from the heights, attached the leading^ 
brigades of both columns. These quickly formed line, repulsed the enemy, and 
continuing to advance in the same fonhation for three miles, finally compelled him 
to take refuge under the fortified heights of Alexandria. 

The reserve, which had covered the right fianktiuring these operations, was now 
brought forward^ while the second line marched to the left to turn the enemy on 
both flanks. The Commander-iii-Chief, however, on reconnoitering the position, 
judged it prudent to withdraw the troops rather than expose them to the certainty 
of considerable losSf,when the extent of the advantage to he gained could not be 
ascertained, they had already, indeed, suffered severely during the reconnoisance. 

The aimy remained unmolested in the position to which it had retired till the 
morning of the 2 1st. The reserve was post^ on an eminence on the extreme right, 
within a few yards of the sea, and among the ruins of an ancient palace, the work 
of the Romans. About an hour before daybreak on the morning of the 21st of 
March, the French, to the number of 12,000, issued from their works and advanced 
to the attack. The action commenced by a feint on our left, but it soon became 
evident that the greatest efforts were directed* against the right. The attack on 
this point was begun by the infantry, sustained by a strong body of cavalry ; the 
contest was unusually obstinate : the enemy was twice repulsed, and their cavalry 
were repeatedly mixed with our infantry. They at length retired, leaving a pro- 
digious number of dead and wounded on the field. The reserve, against whom 
the principal attack of the enemy was directed, conducted themselves with unex. 
ampled spirit : they resisted the impetuosity of the French infantry, and repulsed 
several charges of cavalry*.” To Major-General More, Brigadier-General Oakes, 
and the reserve, no acknowledgments are sufficient f.” 

After the victory of the 2l8t, Major-General Hutchinson, on whom the command 
devolved, by the lamented death of Sir Ralph Abercrombie, marched against Cairo 
with the main body of the army. The Welsh Fusileers remained with Major- 
General Coote before Alexandria, and assisted in the operations which terminated 
in the capitulation of that place on the 2d of Sept'em'oer. In November they em- 
barked for Gibraltar. The conduct of the troops of every description,” says 
General Hutchinson in his despatch of the 5th of September, has been exemplary^ 
in the highest degree ; there has been much to applaud and nothing to reprehend. 
Their order and regularity in the camp have been as conspicuous as their courage 
in the field.” 

For their conduct on this service the troops received the thanks of both bouses 
of Parliament, and His Majesty was graciously pleased to permit each regidSent to 
bear on its colours and appointments, the Sphinx, with the word “ Egypt.” Each 
ofificer was pi^esented with a gold medal by the Grand Signior. *• 

The regiment returned to England from Gibraltar in August, 1803, and was 
quartered in the Southern counties till October, 1805, when it embarked at Rams- 
gate on an expedition under the command of Lieutenant-General Don. The regi- 
ment disembarked at Cuxbaven early in November, and after a severe and fatiguing 
march was cantoned on the banks of the M^eser, about a day’s march from Bremen. 
About two months afterwards, the army now commanded by Lord Cathcart, occu- 
pied Bremen, where they remained in anxious expectation of being called upon to 
partake in more active scenes, till the battle of Austerlitz so completely changed the 
aspect of affairs in Europe, that the British troops were recalled to England in 
February, 1800. « 

The next service In which the raiment was employed was the expedition to 
Copenhagen, under Lieut.-General Lord Cathcart. The Welsh Ftisileers, who, 
with the 4th regiment, formed Major-General Grosvenor’s brigade, embarked at 
Harwich on the 23th of July, 1801^ sailed on the 30th, and on the 10th of August 
landed, without opposition, on thd island of Zealand, about twelve miles from Co- 
penhagen. their advance toward the capital on the fi^lowing day, some skir- 
mishing took place with the advance-guard, comifianded by Major Pearson, in which 
th^ regiment lost five or six men. 

■ 1 I - - . ■ ■ ■ ■■ ■ - r 

* Major-General Hutchin8on*8 despatch. 

, f Geneiiri^ Order. 
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On the 18thf the storei and eftill^ were disembarked, and the troops soon com 
znenced erecting batteries, and making other necessary preparations for a bombard* 
ment. During the progress of these, the piquets had frequent encouotera with the 
enemy, in which the re^ment |iad a few men killed and wounded ; but the areatelt 
Anoyance was from the Are of the Danish gun-boats. The bombai<dm^t com* 
menced on the evening of the 2d of Sept., with such effect, that the town was soon 
observed to be on fire in several places. The Aring continued ou both sides till the 
morning of the Bth, when negotiations were opened, and on the 7th, articles 6f 
capitulation were signed. Lieutenant Jennings ajid two men were killed on the 
4tb) by a sis-pound shot, which wounded two other men of the regiment, and killed 
two of the King’s Own. * 

From the signing of the capitulation, the regiment was quartered in the suburbs 
of Copenhagen till the 18th of October, when they embarked for England in the 
Brunswick, Siirveillante, and Heir Apparent Frederick, one of the Danish prizes. 
On the Cth of November the regiment landed at Deal, after a stormy voyage, dur* 
ing which the Heir Apparent was more than once in considerable danger. From 
Deal they marched to Colchester, from whSnce they soon moved to Portsmouth, where, 
in February, 1808, they embarked in transports, and proceeded to Halifax, Nova 
Scotia. From Halifax one company Avas detached to Windsor, the remainder were 
ordered up the Bay of Fnndy, the head-qnarters, Avith three companies, to Auzapolis 
Koyal, and the rest to St. John, New Jininswlck, 

In these quarters they remained only till December in the same year, when they 
again eml)arked, and sailed Avith tlie Hoyal Fiisileers, under the command of Sir 
George Prevost to Barbadoes, where they joined a force under the command of Sir 
Geoige BeckAvith, destined to make an attack upon the island of Martinique. 

The expedition sailed from Barbcidoes on the 28th of January, 1809, and. on the 
following day, having separated into two divisions, in order to attack on different 
points, the Welsh Fusileers landed in the Cul de Sac Robert, on the north-east side 
of Martinique, a small body of the French disappearing as 'they approached. As 
soon as it was dark they cornmenc/ed their march, the men dragging two pieces of 
artillery, as the horses were quite unserviceable, from the length of time they had 
been on board ship. The roads Avere in such a wretched condition from the rains, 
that it Avas one o’clock in the morning ere they accomplished a distance of five 
miles, when they halted. In, tbis,maDner they continued their march across the 
island towards Fort Bourbon. 

» “ On the Ist of February, the Royal Fusileers, and the light companies of the 
brigade Avho Avere in advance, drove a body of the enemy from Mome Bruno to the 
heights of Sourier, Lieut.-Colonel Ellis, who was advancing in support with the 
grenadiers of the Royal Welsh, now ascended the heights, and drove the enemv 
across them, and down a narrow road between two sugar plantations, at the mouth 
of Avhioh the grenadiers took post. Here they Avere soon assailed by a superior 
force, which they ultimately repulsed. The contest, however, was most obstinate ) 
the .French repeatedly returning to the attack, with drums beating. The grena- 
diers, however, maintained their ground, though with the loss of twenty-six of their 
number killed and wounded. 

** The remainder of the regiment now came up, and a sharp' action took place, 
which terminated in the retreat of the French, and in which the Welsh Fusileers 
had upAvards of an hundred men killed and wounded. A most important position 
was now gained, from which all the subsequent operations against Fort Bourbon 
were directed. On the following morning two redoubts were discovered in front, 
and iu advance of them a body of ?he enemy’s infantry. The redoubts opened their 
fire, and a few men of the brigade Avere killed and wounded. Parties from eaeh 
regiment were noAv ordered forAvard ; they attacked and drove the enemy into their 
forts, hut were ultimately obliged'to retire, covered by the grenadiers, and Captkin. 
Keith’s company of the Welsh Fusileers. In this aiiair Lieutenant Roshelly tvaa 
wounded. Sir George Beckwith now came up, and asked Lieut.-Coloiiel Ellis whe* 
ther he thought he could trust his grenadiers tu storm the Forts. — ‘Sir,* replied 
Colonel Kllis, ‘ I will take the flints out of their firelocks and they shall take them.* 
Sir George would not, however, permit the attempt to be made. The enemy eva- 
cuated them during the night, spUiing and dismounting the gnnwiAd retired to a 
third fort near their principal Avorks. The^becond division of the army having now 
come up, and the way being opened for the fleet by the capture o^ Pigeon Island, 
preparations AVere cummeuced for bombarding Fort Bourbon. 

“ Four mortar batteries opened on the evening of the 19th of February, and 
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continued firing all night. This was repeated till the 23d, wh^ the French pro- 
posed terms of capiimation; which were deemed inadtnissi|^, and the dri^ was 
resumed. On the following day three white flags were hoisted, and negotiations 
were opsened, whidi terminated in the garrison, amounting to 2000 men fit fo^ 
duty, besides 700 sick, laying down their arms and eagles, and becoming prisoners 
of war. 

The casualties of the regiment during this service were two serjeants, and 
eighteen rank and file killed, and two od&cers, surgeon Power and Lieut. RoShelly, 
tuee Serjeants, and ninety-seven rank and file wounded. Of 850/. voted to the 
wounded at Martinique from the Patriotic Fund at Lloyd's, 2501. fell to the share 
of the grenadier company of the Welsh Fusileers, out of which sum the company 
erected a monument in the Dutch church at Halifax, to the memory of their com« 
rades who fell in the expedition V' 

For their distinguish^ conduct on this service, the regiment received the gracious 
permission of His Royal Highness the Prince* Regent, in the name and on behalf 
of His Majesty, to bear the word** Martinique" on their colours and appointments. 
After the reduction of Fort Bourbou, thd regiment returned to Halifax with Sir 
George Prevost. 

In the year 1804, a second battalion was added to the regiment : it was embodied 
at Chester, where it remained till it was completed, and rendered in every respect 
fit for service. In November, 1807» it embarked for Ireland, and in the summer 
of 1808 was encamped on the Curragh of Kildare, where a considerable body of 
troops was assembled to be exercised by Lieut.-Oeneral Sir David Baird. 

‘ In the autumn of the same year the second battalion formed part of the force 
which proceeded with Sir David Baird to join Sir John Moore’s army in Spain. It 
subsequently accompanied the former general in his march to Sahagun, and shared 
in all the hardships of the disastrous retreat which followed, being one of the regi- 
ments of General Frazer’s divi.sion, which unfortunately advanced a few days’ march 
on the road, from Liego to Vigo, in consequence of the misconduct of the orderly 
dragoon who carried the despatch directing the retreat to be made on Corunna. 

In the action at Coriiniia on the 16th of January, 1809, the battalion was in 
Major-General Beresford’s brigade, which was in reserve, and which formed the 
rear-guard when the army embarked on the 17tb, the Welsh Fusileers being the 
last battalion to quit the Spanish shore. , „ 

For their services in this campaign the regiment was permitted to hear the word 

Corunna" on their colours and appointments, and Lieut.-Colonel Wyatt tb*^ 
honorary distinction of a medal. 

^ The battalion returned with the army to England, and in the .summer of the 
same year again embarked to join the expedition to the island of Walcheren under 
General the Earl of Chatham. On this service the battalion suffered so severely, 
from the pestilential climate of the island, that it returned to England Jmost a 
fkeleton. It was never afterwards employed on foreign service, and, indeed, never 
attained to such a degree of efficiency as to be equal to repairing the casualties of 
the first battalion during the Peninsular war. 

The first battalion embarked at Halifax on the lOth of November, 1810, arrived 
the Tagus on the 11th of December, and having disembarked on the following 
day, marched on the 16th to join the army under Lord Wellington, which was 
then advancing from the lines of Torres Vedras in pursuit of Marshal Alasseiia ; on 
the I8th the Welsh Fusileers arrived at Sobral, where they joined the 4th division, 
commanded by Major-General the Honourable G. L. Cole, under whose orders they 
continued till the termination of the war ; tliey^were brigaded with the two bat- 
talions of the Royal Fusileers under the I^iiourable Colonel Pakenham. 

The hostile armies soon went into cantonments ; the Welsh Fusileers in Azem- 
buja, where they remained till the 2^th of Jaifuar>% 1811, when they moved to 
Aveirade Cima; in the meantime Major-General Houston had been appointed to 
the command of the brigade. 

•^(To he continued,) 


* Letters and Journal of Lieut, now I^ieut.-Col. Harrison. 
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AMB BBFBBaMCB TttTBa FOUBlaN MBTICB OF KBOmiNTt. 


Regim«ntf and 
Corps. 

3tationt of 
Troops or Sorvice 
Gompanieii. 

Stations of 
Reserve 
Comptfuies. 

Year of 
ming on 
Foreign 
Service. 

Year of 
Totum- 
ing from 
Foreign 
Service. 

• Whence 
returned. 

* 

Agents. 

8c Irish 
Establishment. 

1st Ufe-ffds. 

Regent*8 Park 

• • • • 


1816 

France 

Collyer 


HvdePaik . 

• a • a 

a • 

1816 

France 

Greenwood 

Rl. Horse^gds. 

Wrindsor • • 

« ■ • • 

• • 

1816 

France 

Greenwood 

1st Drag.-gds 

Nottingham . 

a 

a a • a 

a • 

1816 

France 

Greenwood 

2nd do.. . 

Edinburgh . 

• • • • 

a • 

1818 

France 

GreenM ood 

3rd do. • . 

Brighton • . 

• 

• • • • 


1814 

Spain 

Collyer 

4th do. . • 

Dundalk . . 

• • ■ a 


1813 

Portugal 

Col. & Cane 

5th do. • • 

Newbridgd . 

• a a a 


1814 

Spain 

Gr, h Cane 

6th do. • • 

Dublin . . • 

« a a a 


1808 

Buen. Ayres 

Col. & Cane 

7th do. . • 

Dorchester . 

• • • 


1799 

Holland 

Collyer 

1st Dragoons 

Canterbury . 

. • • • 

a a 

1816 

France 

Hopkinson 

2nd do. . . 

Birmingham . 

a a a a 

a a 

1816 

France 

Greenwood 

3rd do. • . . 

Gia.«igow . . 

• • • • 

a • 

1818 

Prance 

Hopkinson 

4th do. . • 

Bombay , . 

* • • • 

1822 



Hopkinson 

6th do. • , , 

Cahir . . . 

• * • • 


1816 

Prance 

Gr. fit Ar. 

7ih Hussars . 

Aylesham 



1818 

Franco 

Greenwood 

8th do. . . 

castle. . 

a a a a 

a • 

1823 

Bengal 

Gr. & Ar. 

9th Lancers . 

Dublin. . . 

a a a a 

a a 

1813 

Portugal 

Gr.& Ar. 

10th Hussars . 

Longford . . 

a a a a 

• a 

1828 

Portugal 

Gr. & Cane 

11th Lt. Drag. 

Bengal . « . 

a a a a 

1819 



Collyer 

1 2th Lancers . 

Cork. . . . 

a a a a 


1828 

Portugal 

Gr. & Ar. 

13lh Lt. Drag. 

Madras. . . 

a a a a 

1819 



Greenwood 

14th do.. . . 

Hounslow . 

a * a* * 

, , 

1814 

Spain 

Greenwood 

15th Hussars . 

Manchester . 

a a a a 


1816 

France 

Greenwood 

16th Lancets . 

Bengal . . . 

a a a a 

1822 



Greenwood 

ITifi do. « . 

Gloucester 

a a a a 

, , 

1823 

Bombay 

Hopkinson 

111. Wag. Train 

Hylhe . . 

at a a 

Detachments various periods 

Greenwood 

Gr.Gds. 1st bat. 

Portsmouth 

a a a a 


1828 

Portugal 

1 

. . 2d bat. 

King’s Mew 

• a a a 


1818 

France 


• . 3d|bat, 

The Tower 

a a a a 


1818 

France 


Coldst r 1st bat. 

Knightsbridj 

a a 9 m 


1814 

France 


Gds?) 2d bat. 

Dublin . . 

a a a • 


1818 

France 

s Greenwood 

Sc.Fu. j 1st bat 

Westminster 

a a • ■ 


1814 

France 


Gds.l2d bat. 

Windsor • 

a • a a 


1828 

Portugal 


lat Ft 

St. Lucia . 

Paisley . . . 

1826 


* 


I2d bat. 

Glasgow . 

• . • . 

, , 

1831 

Madras 


2nd do. . , 

Bombay . 

Chatham . 

1825 



Ashley 

3rd do. • . . 

Bengal . . 

Chatham . 

1828 



Greenwood 

4th do. . . 

N.S. Wales 

Chatham . 

1832 



Greenwood 

5th do. • . . 

Gibraltar . 

BruflF • • , 

1831 



Gr. &c Atk. 

6th do. . . 

Bombay , 

Chatham . 

1821 



Greenwood 

7th do. . • • 

Malta* . . 

Portsmouth 

1825 



Greenwood 

8th do. . . 

Halifax, N.b 

Hull.*. . 

isSo 



Greenwood 

9lh do. • • . 

Mauritius , 

Fermoy . 

1832 



Gr. & Ar. 

10th do. • . 

Vido. . . 

Clonmel . 

1826 



Gr. & Ar. 

nth do.* . . 

Zanto . • 

Brecon . . 

1826 



Hopkinson 

12th do. . . 

Gibraltar . 

Portsmouth 

1823 



Greenwood 

13th do* . • . 

Behgal * . 

Chatham • 

1822 



Greenwood 

I4th do. * • 

Buttevant • 

. • • 


1831 

Bengal 

' ’ Gr. fic Ar, 

15th do. . • . 

Montreal • 

Newcas. onl 

1S27 


# 

Greenwood 

16th do. • • 

Bengal . . 

Chatham . 

1819 



l^irkland 

17lbdo. . . . 

N.S. Wales 

Chatham . 

1830 



Greenwood 
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STATIONS OF THE AitMY IN JANUARY, 1833 , 


llegiments and 
Corps. 


ISlhFoot « J 
19tb do. . . 
20ih do. . . . 
2l8t do. • ^ ! 
22nd do. . . 
2drd do. . . 
24th do. . . 
25th do. . . 
26th do. i * . 
27th do. , . 
28th do. . . . 
29th do. . . 
30th do. . . . 
3] St do. . • 
32nd do. . . 
3drd do. . . 
34th do. . . 
35th do. . • 
36th do. • . 
37th do. • . 
38th do. . . 
39th do* • • 
40ih do. • . 
4lst do. • . 
42nd do. , . 

dSrd do. • . 
44th do. . . 

46th do. • . 
46th do. . . 

47ih do. • . 
48th do. . . 

49th do. . . 
50ih do. . , 

51st do. . . 
52nd do. . . 

53rd do. . . 
54th do. • . 

55th do. . . 
56th do. . . 

57th do. . . 
58 th do. • . 

59th do. . . 
60th do.Utbat. 

2d bat, 
61at do. . . 

62iid do. . . 
63rd do. . . 

64th do. . . 
65th do. • . 

66ih do. . . 
67th do. . . 
68th do. . . 
69th do. . . 
70lhdo. 

71it do.^ . ' 
72iid do. . • 
73rd do. . . 



HUS 


Tlay dock Lodge 
Trinidad . . 
Bombay , . 
Chatham* . 
Jamaica . . 
Gibraltar. . 
Quebec . . 
Demerara • 
Bengal . . . 
Castlebar • 
Cork . . . 
Mauritius . 
Londonderry 
Bengal . . 
Quebec . . 
Weedoo . • 
Halifax, N.S. 
Blackburn . 
Barbadoes . 
Jamaica . . 
Bengal . . . 
Madras • . 
Bombay • . 
Madras • . 
Malta • . . 
Dublin . • 
Bengal . « • 
Madras . . 
Madras • . 
Newry , . 
Madras . . 
Bengal . • 
Birr. . . . 
Corfuf . . 
Dublin . . . 
Gibraltar . 
Madras , . . 
Madras . , 
Jamaica • . 
Madras • . 
Ceylon . . . 
Rnni'^killen 
Gibraltar . . 
Templemore 
Ceylon , . . 
Madras . . 
N. S. Wales 
Clare Castle 
Berbice . . 
Kingston, U.C 
^Gibraltar . ^ 
* Dublin • . 
Barbadoes . 
Watt^ford . 
Bermuda . . 
Capo of O.H. 
> Malta . . . 


Stations of ■ return- 1 
Koservo 

Companies. [ Senico.rg;;^-^" I 


Sunderland 
Chatham . 


Plymouth 
Naas , . 
Carlisle 
Greenlaw 
Chatham f 


Chatham 
Tralee , 

Boyle . 

Kinsale 

Limerick 

Chatham , 

Chatham 

Chatham 

Chatham 

Berwick 


Chatham 

Chatham 

Chatham 


Chatham 

Chatham 


St. Vincent 


Barbadoes 

Corfu 


Barbadoes 


Gibraltar 


Portsmouth . 


Stockport • 
Chatham • . 
Chatham 
Kinsale • 
Chatham . . 
Butlevant . 

• ft • • 

Maryborough 

Cork . , , 
Chathami, . 
Chatjiam . 

Kinsale • . 
Maryborough 
^alway . • 

• • ft ft ft 

Bandon • • 

Dund^ . . 
Aberdeen . 

Jersey • . . 


Whence „ ^ 

returned. “"‘“Hi'**'? 

Establishment. 


Greenwood 
Greenwood 
Greenwood 
Qreei^wood 
Oreertwood 
Gr. Ar. 
Collyer 
Greenwood 
Lawrie 
Gr. & Ar. 
Wat. & Ar. 
Gr. 3c Cane 
Gr. U Ar. 
Greenwood 
Hop. & Cane 
Greenwood 
Gr. & Cane 
Greenwood 
Price & Ar. 
Law. 5c Cane 
Greenwood 
Greenwood 
Lawrie 
Greenwood 
Greenwood 
Gr. & Ar. 
Greenwood 
Greenwood 
Greenwood 
Gr, &^Ar. 
Greenwood 
Greenwood 
Gr. & Ar. 
Kirkland 
iGr. 3c Cane 
Greenwood 
Greenwood 
Greenwood 
Gr. 3c. Ca. 
Greenwood 
Gr. & Ar. 
Gr. & Ar. 
Gr. & Ar. 
Gr. & Ar. 
Gr. & Ar. 
Greenwood 
Collyer 
Gr. & Ar. 
Gr. & Ar. 
Gr. &Alk. 
Gr. & Ar. 
Hopk. 3c Ca. 
Kirk. & Ca. 
Gr. & Ca. . 
Price 

Greenwood 

Lawrie 


Halifax N.S, 


U. Canada 


* Ordered by Detachments to New South Wale3« 


t Ordered home. 
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Rcginients and 
Con)s. 

X 

Stations of 
rroops or Service 
Companies. 

Stations of 
RestTvo 
Comimnies. 

Year of 
;roiug on 
Foreign 
Service. 

Year of 
return, 
log from 
Foreign 
Service. 

Whence 

loturaod. 

Agents. 
British 8e Irish 
EdUblishment. 

74ih Foot . . 

Kilkenny . . 


. .. 1 


1830 

Bermuda 

Hop.& Ar. 

73th do. , • . 

Cape of G. H. 

Bristol • . . 

1830 



Greenwood 

76th do. « • . 

Athlone . . 


. 

, , 

1827 

Canada 

Gr.& Ar. 

77th do. • . . 

Jamaica • . 

Limerick 

1824 



(ir. 6c Ar. 

78lh do. « . . 

Ceylon , . . 

SiirlingCastle 

1826 



Brent 

79th do. . . . 

York, U.C. . 

Perth . . . 

1825 



Lawrie 

SOth do. . . . 

Belfast . . . 

. 

• • . 

. , 

1831 

Cepbalonia 

Gr.&Ca. 

81st do. . . . 

Tcmplemoie. 

• 

. • • 

, , 

1831 

Bermuda 

Gr. & Ar. 

82nd do. . . . 

Edinburgh . 

. 

• • . 

. . 

1832 

Mauritius 

Lawrio 

83rd do.* , . 

Limerick . . 

, 

• • . 

1827 

1829 

Ceylon 

Gr & Ar. 

84th do. . « . 

Jamaica . . 

Portsmouth . 


Greenwood 

85th do. . . . 

Manchester . 

, 

. • • 

, . 

1831 

Malta 

Greenwood 

8()th do. . . . 

Antigua . . 

Oospoit . . 

1826 



Greenwood 

87ih do. . . . 

Maniitius. . 

Devonport . 

18il 



Greenwood 

88th do. . . . 

Corfu . . . 

Chatham . . 

1825 



Greenwood 

89th do.. . . 

Devonport . 

, 

• . • 

, , 

1831 

Madras 

Greenwood 

90th do. . . . 

Dublin . * . 


• • . 

. , 

1831 

Corfu 

Gr.&Ar. 

ONt do. . . . 

Mullingar . 

. 

• • • 

. . 

1831 

Jamaica 

Hop. 6c Ca, 

92nd do. • . « 

Fermoy . . , 


• • • 

, , 

1827 

Jamaica 

Gr. & Ar. 

93r(i do. • « . 

Barbaaoes , 

Fort George . 

1823 



Greenwood 

94th do. . . . 

Malta . . . 

Portsmouth . 

1824 



Kirkland 

95tli do. • » . 

Corfu . . • 

Guernsey • . 

1824 



Lawrie 

96th do. . . . 

Halifax, N. S, 
Ceylon. . . 

Sheerness. . 

1824 



Greenwood 

97th do. . . . 

Fermiw . . 
Cardiff . • . 

1825 



Gr.& Ar. 

98th do. . . . 

Cape of G. H. 

1825 



Greenwood 

99th do. . . . 

Mauritius. . 

Drogheda . . 

1825 



Gr. & Ca. 


Halifax, N.S. 

Dover . . . 

1825 



Greenwood 

Corfu . • , 

Dovea .« •« . 

1826 



Greenwood 

HI. Staff' Corps. 

Uytho « • , 


• • • 

Agents. 

Greenwood 

Detachments various peiiods 

Greenwood 

IstV^^slInd.l 

Tiinidad • 

\ 

1 

REGIMENTAL AGENTS. 

Regiment *j 
2nd do. . . . 
Ceylon Rifle 1 
Regiment 
CapeMouoted) 
HiflemeR . J 
Royal African! 
Colon. Corps/ 
R. Newfound-! 
land Veteran ! 
Companies . I 

Bahamas . 


Greenwood 

Armit, Borough, & Co. Leinster-st. Dublin. 
Ashley, James, 135, Regent-street. 

Ceylon . . 


Kirkland 

Atkinson, John, Ely-place, Dublin. 

Capo of G. 1 

Sierra Leone 

Newfoundland 

k 

0 

S 

s 

s 

o 

O 

Kirkland 

Kirkland 

Kirkland 

Brent, Timothy, lO, St. JamesVpIace. 
Cane, Richard, & Co. Dawson-st. Dublin. 
Collyer, 0. S., Park-place, St. James’s. 
Greenwood, Cox, H an[lmer^ley, and Cox, 
Craig’s-court. 

Hopkinson, Barton, & Knyvett, Regent-st. 
Kiikland, J. (Gen. Agent,) 80, Pall Mall. 




I^awrie, John, Robert-street, Adelphi, 

Royal Malta 1 
Feneibles . j 

Malta . « . 


Kirkland 

Price, W. F., 34, Craven-&)t., Strand. 



• 

Watson, W. 63, Charlolle-st., Ponland-pt. 


GENERAL AGENTS FOR THE RECRUITING SERVICE. 
Great Britain — John Kirkland, Esq. 80, Pall Mall. 


Jrelanc^S'iT Bagenall W. Burdett, Bact., Dublin. 


AdiENTS FOR THE DECCAN PRIZE MONEY^ 
U6ut..Col. Arbuihoot and Jobs Kirkland, Esq. — Office^ 80, Pall MblL 


N. B.—A feference to the Lift of Agents will explain the Abbreviattons. 
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PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS. 


NAVY. 

PROMOTIONS. 

Captain. 

Thoa. Diokint>oii, (B) 

('OMMANPERS. 

IIoii. A. W. Monc-kton. * 
Joliw NVoolward, (Retired). 
Alexander Faiiburn, (dittu). 

PunsFR. 

J. 11, 1'ollings. 


ARMY. 


WAR.OFFICE,Nov.23. ^ 

2d Royal Surrey Rc^ of Militia. — William 
J^iodadalc, Gcut. to bo Ensign, vice jJemsou rc* 
signed. 

West Somerset Rcgt. of Ycomauty Cavalry. — 
John (Mdlund, Esq. to lie Capt. ; Augustus Pula- 
ford Browne, Gent, tube Lieut,; James Chamon, 
Gent, to bo Vet. Surgeon. 


APPOINTMENTS. 

Vice-Admiral the Right I Toil Sir George Cock- 
ourn, G.C B. to Ik* Commander in-Chief on /ho 
West India and North Amerk-un Stations. 

Cupt M. 11. Dixon, to bo .Soeietary to Admiral 
Sir M. Dixon, \ ice Thomas WiMidman, Esq. ap- 
pointed Secretary to Sii Geo. CociJiuiii. 

Captains. 

Sam. Ro>K*its, C B. Diiild 

Sir Geo. Westpliul . . Vernon 

Commanders. 

11. T. Austin . . .‘‘iaiamander 

James Brazier . . Vernon 

Robt. Hagan . . . C'oast Guard 

Lieutenants. 

II. L. Maw . . . Vernon 

J S. Foreman . . , Do. 

W, A. WUlis . . Do. 

lion. W. B.Deveteux . Do. 

S. G. Fremantle . . Do. 

Sir Peter Parker, Bait. . Do. 

W. II. Biady . . Numa, Transport 

H.G. Hamilton. . ( ' 

R. A. Bradshaw . . Winchester 

Andr. Kennedy . . Alban 

M. F. Biownrigg . , (''astor 

Chas. E. Po>^ys . . Diuid 

Wallace Iloiistoun , . Childur.s 

Henry Packenham . Salamander 

A. MillMood . . . Do. 

Joseph Pyke . , . Tsis 

C. J. F. (himpl^U . Comus 

James Kemp . . . (voast Guard 

Henry Amsinck . . Do. 

John Sleigli . . . Do. 

E, B. Nott , . , Do. 

Mas 

J. R. Mayno .. 

Sutto 

A. Nisbet, M.D. . 

G. I. Fox 

Thos. Galloway (B) 

A rehd. Ferguson 
Robt. Dunn (B) , 

John Drew 


T. II. Jones 
F. Mansell . 
W. D. Wilkes 
A. Tucker . 
C.H. Fuller . 
P. Toms 
W. F. CJarter . 
John Ferrier * 
P.Niddrio , 
Geo. F. Rowe 
^ » 

J. H. CoUin^ 

LT.4>uflrell 


Assistant Suuofons. 


Vernon 
Salain.ander 
Asia, Convict Shi]> 
Ju))iter, ditto 
Jane, Convict .Ship 
Agent at Milford 


Firefly 
Victory 
Renard * 
Vernon 
Do. 

Do. 

S ntannia 

Malabar 

Magpie 

Hyacinth 

Sadamandef 


Eev. John Bokor 


Nov. 27. 

1st Regt. West York Militia. — James Mitchell, 
Gent to be Ensign. 

2<i Regt We-^t Yoik Militia.— -Brunnath Wm. 
Stourton, to be Capt. 


WHITEHALI,, Nov. 30. 

Tlio King has been pleased to diiect letters 
patent to be passed under the Great Seal, grant- 
ing to Lieut -Colonel William Le.a«ler Malierly, 
the oflice of Clerk, of the Ordn.-inee of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. 

The King has also been pleased to direct letters 
patent to lx* passed under the threat Se.il, grant- 
ing to Lieut-Colonel Charles Richard Fox, one of 
Ins Maje.sty’s aulos-de-enmp, the olTlce of Master- 
Surveyor and Siim‘>or-Gener.il of the Ordnance 
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland. 


WAR-OFFICE, Dec. 4. 

]ployal Regt. of Horse Guards. — Brevet-Major 
*E\er.ifd William Bouverie, to Ixj Major and Lt.‘ 
Colonel, hyp. vice llanmer, who ret.; Lieut. John 
Ia)rd Elphiustone, to be Capt. by p. vice Bou- 
veric; Cornet Riclmid Silver Oliver, to w Lieut, 
by p vice Lord Elphiustone; Geoige Stucklcy 
Buck, (ient. to be Cornet, by j> vice Oliver. 

7th Foot.— Capt. I.oid Sussex Lennox, from h. p. 
unatt to be Capt. vice Hon. Samuel Hay, who 
exch ; Ensign Thomas Wnght, from 15th Foot, to 
be Lieut, witliout p. vice LoruTorringtoii, who 
rotiic.s. 

IJth Foot. — Alex.Tiuler f’oekbum, Vlent. to ho 
Ensign, by p. v Lee Peake, who retires. 

I4th Foot. — Brevet Major Henry Marquis of 
Worcester, from li. p. 37th Foot, to be Capt vice 
Edw.ard L’Estiuuge, who exch. 

15th Foot.— (^apt. Edvvaid Gyles Howord, from 
li. p. unatt. to be Capt. vice Lionel Tollemoche, 
who cxcli. ; John Richard Nash, Gent, to be Ena. 
by p. vice Wright, prom, in the 7th Foot. 

36th Foot.— Cupt. George Cairncs, to be Mojor. 
Hy p. vice I,ord George llervey, who ret.; Lieut. 
Edwanl R. King, to be Capt by p. vice Cairncs ; 
Ensign Geor^ Sockett, tu be Lieut, by p. vice 
King; John Bunco Pilgrim, Gent, to lie Ensign 
By p vice Sockett. 

42d Foot.— Henry Maurii-e Drummond. Gent, 
to be Ensign by p. vice Stirling, prom. 

52d Foot. — Lieut Walter Butler, to be Adjut, 
vice Swan, who resigns the Adjut. only. 

55th Foot. — Lieut. Thomas Ancrum Heriot, to 
bo Adjut vice Wilson, who resigns the AtBut. 
only. 

« 61st Foot — Ens. William Ward, to be Lieut by 
p. vice M'Kinnon, prom. ; George Harkuess, Gent 
to be Ens. by p. vice Ward, 

64th Foot.— ('apt Mitchell Henry Fagan, finni 
h. p. 2d Ceylon Regt to \)e Capt vice iloyes, dec- 
74th Foot*— Capt Edwaird ot. John Mildinay, 
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from h.p. unattto b6 Capt. vice William Graham, 
w ho excli. rec. the dilT. 

7Cth Foot.— Capt. William Nelson Hutchinson, 
to bo Major, by p. vice Faincombe, wlj) ret; 
Lit^^Ulph Allen Gossett U> be Capt bjrp. vice 
llutclunson; Ensign Robert Jm Poor Trench, to 
be Lieut, by p. vice Gossett. 

77th Foot— Ensign John Powell, to bo Lieut 
ftitbout p. vice Revan, doc, ; Ensign Thomas 
Riickland, from h. p. 35th Foot to be Ensign, 
vice Powell, • 

H9th Foot— Brevet-Major George E. Jones, to 
be Major, by p. vice Forbes, wno ret.; Lieut 
Edwanl Kenny, to be Capt. by p. vice Jones; 
Ensign William Henry Bayntun, to bo Lieut by 
p. vice Kenny ; Frederick Charles Aylmer, Gent 
tt> bo Ensign l>y p. vice Bayntun. 

96th Foot— C.ipt. O&wuld Pilling, from the 2d* 
West India Uegt. to be Capt mcc Hendrick, who 
.retires, 

2d West India Regt— Capt John James Peck, 
fnom h. p. unatt to be Capt. \ica Pilling, app. to 
the 96th Foot ; Ensigti William Jones, Irom h. p. 
88lh Foot, to be Ensign, vice Wilson, dec. 

Unattached. — Lieut. Donald Henry Aylmer 
M'Kinuon, from the 6lst Foot, to bo Capt. of lu- 
faiilry. by p. ; Lieut H.Bariy Banihain, from the 
15th Foot, to be Capt of Infantry, without p. 

Hospital SlafY — Nelson Dartncll, Gent, to 1x5 
Stalf-Assist-Surgoou, vice IlolUer, placed upon 
half-pay. 

ChapLiin. — Rev. Brook Bridges Stevens, from 
h. p. to be Chaplain to tho Forces, ^ ice Wiunock, 
dec. 

Memoranda.— The Christian names of Ensign 
Lord Algernon Cliichustfir, of tho 90th Foot, aio 
Stephen Algernon 

The half-pay of tho under-mentioned oflieers 
has been cancelle<l from tho 4th inst inclusive, 
they ha^ing accepted commuted allowances for 
their commissions ; — 

Lieut. Willi, im Henry Bucko, h. p. 43flFoot; 
LicMit W'illiam Jones, h. p. 60th Foot; Ljput 
Thomas Al<!oek, h. p. 24th Light Drags. " Lieut. 
John M'Carlhy, h. p. 68th Foot; Second- Lieut. 
Georgc^oM'nlcy, h. p. Rifle Brigade ; StalT-Asbist, 
Surgeon George Gregory, h, p. Hospital StalF. 


ST. JAMES’S PALACE, Dec. 1. 

Tlie King wiu tins day pleased to confer the 
honour of Kniglithood upon Rear-Admiral the 
Hon. Courtenay Boyle. Military Knight Com- 
mander of tliu Royal Hanoverian Guolphic Order. 


BDin jooi;.— ivtajor-uen, nmiam ucorgo Liom 
Han is, to bo Colonel, vice General the Earl of 
Kilmoroy, dec. 


WAR-OFFICE, Dec. 14. • 

5th Regt. Drag. Guards.— Lieut. Henry Edward 
Beville, to be Capt by p. vie* Brymor, who ret. ; 
Coimet Robert Meade, to be Lieut by p. vice Bc- 
liilc; Edward Thomas Harley ChamMrs, Gent, 
to ho Comet, by p. vice Meado. 

6th Drag. Guards. — Cornet John Camplwll Ral- 
ston, from h. p. 25th Light Drag, to bo Yet- 
Surgeon, vice Hayward, dec. 

6tn Regt Drag.— John Kingston James, Gent 
to bo Cornet by p. vice Irving, who ret. 

10th Light Drag.— Lieut. Francis Scrymgeour 
Weddorbum, to be Capt. by p. vice Osborne, wins 
ret. ; Coiriief Matthew M'Donough, to bo Lieut by 
p. Vico Wed^rbum ; Dudley Heneage, Gent, to 
M Comet, by p. vice M'Donough. 

l/th Light Drag.— Cornet William I^indsey 
Shedden, to bo Lieut, by p. vice Tonge, who ret i 


Second-Lieut Roginnl Wilton Macdonald, from 
the 60th Foot, to be Comet, by p, vice Shedden. 

Coldstream Regt. of Foot Guards. — Lieut and 
Capt. Henry Gooch, to bo Capt. and Lieut-Col. 
without p. vice Russell, dec,; Ensign and Lieut 
Robert Vansittart, to bo Lieut, and Capt vice 
Gooch. 

1st Regt of Foot,— Lord Charles Beauclerk, to 
be Ensign by p. vice Wetherall, prom, in the 44th 
Foot 

3d Foot.— Ensign Harry Williams, from h p. 
2d Oarr. Batt to be Quartermaster vice Geurgo 
Edwards, who retires upon h. p. 2d aarr. Butt 

4th Foot. — Ensign George Frazer Tytler, to he 
Lieut by p. viee Craufuwl, wlio ret; Riehard 
Thomas Sherlock, Gent to be Ensign, by p. \ico 
Tytler 

11th Foot — Lieut Jame< Watson, to he Capt 
by p. vice the Marquis of Worcester, who ret.; 
Ensign John Kyffin Lloyd, to be Lieut, by p. vice 
Wttson; tieorge Main Fullerton, (»out to he 
Ensign, by p. vice Lloyd. 

38th Foot. — To bo liieuts. — Lii'ut. Henry Ogle 
Lewis, from h. p. 8'Hh F<x>t, vice Jenkins, app. to 
the 56tli F’oot; Lieut. John James F’en ton, from 
h. p. unatt. vice Webster, app. to the IWth Foot. 

* 44th F'orjt — Ensign Frederick Augustus Wctlier- 
all, from tho 1st F’oot, to bo l^ieut. by p. vice Pen- 
nington. who retiies. 

66lh F\H)t— Lieut Theopliilu.s Jenkins, from the 
.38th Foot, to be Lieut, vioo Wootlgato, app. to the 
60th Foot. 

68th Foot.— Ensign John Rowan, to be Lieut, 
vrithout p. \icn llohertson, dec., Flnsisn Roliert 
Millar, from h. p. Royal Wag Train, to be Ensign 
vice Rowan. 

60th F’oot. — Lieut. W'illiam Knox, to lie Capt. 
by p. vice Young, who ret.; Liout William 
liardinge Womlgate, from llio 5t)th Foot, to lie 
First Lieut vice Geoige Armstrong, who retire.s 
on h. p.*89th F'oot; Second Liout. Francis Jes- 
sop to be F^iist Ideut. by p viee Knox; Miles 
Branthwayt Weston, Gent, to be Second Lieut, 
by p. vice Jessop ; Ross Mahon, Gent, to Vie Soeoiid 
Lieut, by p. vice Macdonald, app. to tho 17^1 
Li{^ht Drag. 

b7th Foot. — John Elton Menyu Prower, Gent, 
to be Ensign, by p. vice Evans, app. to tho 76th 
Foot. 

68th Foot. — (’apt Donald Henry Aylmer Mac- 
kinnon, from h, p. unatt. to bo Capt. vice Brevet- 
Major Simsou Kennedy, who oxcli. roc. the diff. 

70th Foot. — To be Majui-s. — (hipt Josejili Kel- 
sall, without p vice Mackay, doc. ; Capt hdward 
James White, by p vice Sweeney, wiio retires. 

To be Ciuptains.- 'Liout James Gaston, without 
p. vice Kelsall; Liout Philip W’ootton Braham 
by p. vice White. 

To be Liout- uants.— Ensign Joseph Richard 
Lamort from tlio 971 h Foot, without p. vico Gas- 
ton ; Ensign Hemy Gorrard, by p vice Braham. 

To he Ensign— Samuel Burgess Lamb, (lent, 
by p. vice Gorrard. 

74th Foot. — Lieut. Augustus Francis Ansell, to 
be Capt by p. vice Ansell, who ret; Ens. Henry 
Hewitt Thompson, to be Lieut, by p. vico Ansell; 
GeJIrge W. Raikos, Gent to bo Eus. by p. vice 
*Thompsop. 

76th F’oot.— Ensign Charles S. S. FIvans, from 
tho 67th Foot, to bo Eus. vico Trench, prom. 

86th F’oot. — Capt. Thomas Decinms F’ranklyn, 
from h.p. 24tU F’oot to bo Capt, vice John Grant, 
who exch. , 

88tli Foot-J^apt. Thomas Parr, from li. p. 4tli 
Foot, to bo Capt vice John Chipchase, who exch. 

95th F’oot, — Lieut WiUum alayesj^ Ix! CapI 
without p. vico Stainton.Vcc, ; Eu^J^ Samuel G. 
Dalgct^ to be Licut vice Maye.s ; Gent (’adet 
Henry W. Paget from the Royal Military College, 
to bo Ensign, vice Dalgety. * 

97 th Foot— Lieut (Riarles Kelson, to be Capt. 
without p.vice Soowidec.; Ens. William Morris, 
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to bo Liout Vico Kelion; £ni. Wallaco Ciowo ; 
ftom h.p. a9th Ft. to bo Eni. vice Monip ; John Kin- 
dorloy, Gent, to be Ene. by p. vico Lamert, prom, 
in the 70th Ft. 

98th Foot. — Maj. Edward Vaughan, to be Lieut.- 
Col. by p, vice Fitzgerald, who ret } Cnpt. John 
Gaspanf Le M.iifchant, to bo ]Sfajor, by p. vice 
Vaughan; Liout. Thomas MaitlaiKt Edwards, to 
be Capt. by p. vice Lo Marchant ; Ens. Henry 
Douglas Cowpev, to !«» Lieut by p. \ioe Edwards, 
Cronon Hamilton Fitzgerald, Gontrto be Kns. by 
p, vi<^ Cowper. 

90th Foot.— (’apt. Edmund Martindalc, from h.p. 
Royal Staff CJoriis, to bo Cant, vice Constantine 
Yeoman, who oxch.; Lieut. IloliOTt Webster, from 
the 38tli Ft. to be ideut. vice Uichard Collis, who 
ret. upon h u. uniit 

Royal Newfoundland Veteran Comuanieg. — 
Lieut. John Grant, ftom h.p. aUt Ft. to uc Lieut, 
vice Arnold Nesliitt Furel'oy, who exch. 

Unattnrhed.— To be Liou't -Colonelsof Infariirj*, 
the following M.ijors and Permanent Agsiatant- 
Quarfa'rmahters-Genernl Brevet-Colonel Mobeit 
Waller ; Brovet-Col. William Wane ; Hrevet-Lioiit. 
Col. Nathaniel Thorn ; Brevet -Lieut -(jol. Willi am 
Vincent; Brevet-Col. John Richard Wuwl; BioAct- 
Lieut.-Col. W’illiam Berosford. 

Chaplains — Rev. Josepli Hudson, from h.p. to 
be Chaplain to the Forces, ^ice Mills, dec. 


DOWNING-STREET. Dec. 19. 

The King has Ixicn pleased to appoint Col Sir 
E. J. Mui'ray Maegregor, Baft., to Iw Govoriior and 
Commander-in-Chiof of the islands of Antigua, 
Montserrat, and Barbuda, St Clii-istopher, Nevis, 
Anguilla, and (he Viigin Islauds, and Domliuea. 


WAR-OFFICE, Deo. 21. «. 

Ist Rogt. of Drgs— Lieut. Jolm Yates, to Im* 
Capt. by p. vice (joodenuugh, who ret. ; Cornet 
EdwuKl Littlodalc, to he Ideut iiy p. vice Yates ; 
John Yorko, Gont. to be Cornet, by p, vice Little- 
dale. 

3<1 Rejft. of Lt* Drga. — Regimental Sergeant- 
Major William W'eniham (Riding-Master) to have 
the rank of Cornet, without pay. 

Util Id. Drgs.— Coniot Charles Thornhill, to be 
Lieui. by p. vice llodson, who ret,; Ensign John 
llendcison, from the 33d Ft. to be Cornet, byp. 
vice Thomhill, 

17 th lit Drgs.— Lieut. Cliarlea Forbes, to be 
Cant, by p. vice (Jlarke, who ret.; Cornet Walter 
Williams, to bo Lieut, by purchase, vice Foriies ; 
Cornet Roliert Arthur FiUhardinge Kingseote, 
from the 1st Life Gds. to be Cornet, by p. vico WU- 
Uama. 


1st Regt. of Foot-iH»Rlchard Cruise, Gent, to be 
FiOslgD, by p. vico Kirkwood, appointed to the Mth 
Foot 

2d foot.— Ensign David Cahill, firom the Qlsi 
Foot, R) bo Lieut without p. vice Grier, rv '.lered 
by tho sentence of a general court-martial. 

8th Foot— Ensign llenry Wolladvlce Roper, to 
m Lieut by p. vice Egar, who ret. ; Anstis John 
Bowes, Gent, to bo Ens. by p. vico Roper. 

15ili Foot.— Ensign and A^. James Hay, to have 
the rank of Lieut. 

27 th Foot— Andrew Vincent WatsOn. Gent, to 
be Ens. by p. vice Wilson, promoted to the 39th 
Foot. 

29th Foot — Ensign Edmund George Nicolay, 
from the 93d Foot, to bo Ens. vice Adams, who 
ret 

^39th Foot— Ensign George A. Wilfwm, from the 
97 th Pont, to be Lieut, by p. vice (Jtynne, who ret. 

68th Foot — .'^taff-Assist.-Siirg. George Kincaid 
Pitcairn, M.D. to Ixs Assist.-Surg. vico Toulmin, de- 

ceas(*d. 

63il Foot.— Augiistua Fr(‘ilerick Codd. Gent, to 
be Ens bv p . vh-e Jervis, appoiuleil to tho 80th Ft. 

(’)4!h Foot — Lieut. Freeman Murray, to bo Capt 
by p vico Fagan, who ret.; Him Francis Sealy, to 
lie Lieut bj p. vice MuiTay ; Ens. John T. Kirk- 
wocmI, from tho 1st Ft to !>e Ens. vice Sealy. 

77 th Foot — Kns. Duncan Cameron, to be Lieut 
without p. vice Persse.deeoiisod; (Jentlemnu Cadet 
James A Wheeler, from the Royal Military Col- 
lege, to lie Ens. vice Camoron 

80th Foot. — I'ndgn William Godfrey Jervis, from 
the 63d Ft to be Rnn. vice Robinson, who ret. 

86th toot. — Li(*ut. William Thomas Tinne, to be 
(hipt. by p. vice Franklin, who ret ; Ensign Jolm 
Dowinaii, to lx‘ Ideut by p vice Tinne ; Henry 
Monarty, Gont. to be Ens. by p, vice Dowman. 

88th Foot— Lh'ut Sir William Payne Onllw'cy, 
Bart, to lie Capt. by p. vice Parr, who ret; Kns. 
Edward Fawkes, to be Idciit by p. vice Gallwey • 
Owen I.loyd Ormsby, Gent to bo Ens. by p. vice 
JPa#vkes. 

Slsr Foot— Gent Cadet Edward W. C. Wright, 
from the Royal Military College, to be Ens. with- 
out n vlee Cahill, promoted in the 2d Foct 

93d Foot— Nell Snodgiass Buchanan, Gent, to 
Wins, by p. vice, Nicolay, appointed to th|> 29th 

Hospital-Staff,— To lie A sslst.-Surg. to tho Forces, 
Richard Leilsham Hastings, Gent vice Robertson, 
apixnnted to the 78th Foot; Edr ird William Bur- 
ton, Gent, vice Piteairn, appointed to the 58th Ft. 

Memorandum— His Majesty has »)een plcasial 
to permit tlie 99th Regt ot Foot to be styled the 
99th or Lanarkshire Regiment in eonsideValion of 
Its having l>een raised aifd formed at Glasgow, in 
the year 1824. 


BIRTHS. MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS. 


BlRTIia. 

At Marseilles, the Lady of Ensign Atkinson, 73d 
Rogt. of a son. 

At Cambridge, the Lady of Major Jones, 12th 
Rert. of a daughter. 

Nov. yOth, the Lady of Capt Haslewood, Uth 
Rest, of a son. , 

Nov. 23<1, at Rathkeale, (]!ountyqf Limerick, the 
Lady of Lieut Bradshaw, 77th Regt of a daughter. 

Dec. 4thi.at Ryde, % Lady of Capt C. Lock, 
R.N. of a son^ ^ 

Dec. pth, at Lugton, Dalkeith, the iLady of 
Copt. Robert Tail, II M.8. Spnrtiate, of a son. 

Dec. 9th, du board H.M S, Prince, in Portsmouth 
HaiJjonr. the Lady of Cnpt. LiUicrap, H.N. of her 
tortUlh child. 


At Sallowgiln, JCounty of Kerry, the Lady of 
Lieut-(^lonel Crosbie, of a son and heir, 
r" At Tichbourno Park, near Alresford, tho Lady 
of Lieul.-Colonel Charles Talbot, Scots Fusileer 
Guards, of a son. 

Dec. Util, at Brighton, the Lady of Captain 
Townshend, R.N. of a son. ^ 

Dec. 15th, at Bath, the Lady of Major Justinian 
Nutt, of a sou. 

Dec. 16th, at Fitcham, the Lady of Lieut.-Col. 
I Charles Short, Coldstream Guards, of a daughter. 

Dec. 18th, at Southampton, the Lady of Cant, 
Inglefleld. R.N. of a son. 

Dec. 23d, at Chatham, the Lady of Captain T. 
Gallwey, R.N. commanding, the (Jidlnoiy at that 
port, of a daughter, 
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HARBIAQEa 

Nov. SSth, by special license, at the house of 
LoitI Occics, in Curzon Street, General the Right 
H^. Lord Viscount Beresford, O.C.B. nn| O.O.H. 
to^illkllon. Ml'S. Hope, of Dec^cne, widow of the 
late T. Hope, Esq, 

In Dublin. Cant, MoiTatt, 6(ith Regt. to Mrs. 
Bpunner, of Birr, Kings County. 

• Major Verity, late 92d Highlanders, to Maria, 
daughter of tlie Rev. Roliort Steele, of Norfolk. 

At Lyudhui8t,Capt. Jl. A. MacNaghten, of tlie 
Bengal AVniy, to Susanna Anne, eldest daughter 
of (ieorge H-alford, Esq. of Lyndhurst, Hants. 

At Tichfleld, .Tohn Greenish, Esq. Surgeon, R N. 
nn«l of the Royal GeoigeYacht. to Anna, daughter 
of MorrU, l'’aq. of Stubliinijton, Devonshire. 

Dec. 18th, at Birmingham, Lieut. Chailes Hop- 
kins, R N. to Sarah, only daughter of Daniel LoJt 
Sam. Esq. of Summer Hill. 

At Langham Place, Captain F. Warde, R.A. to 
Atinabella, daughter of the lato K. Adeaue, E8i|. 
of Babraham, Cambridgo. 

DEATHS. 

General the Earl of Kilmoiey, 8Cth Foot. A» 
memoir of serv ico iu our next. 

Col Loid Clinton, Aide-de-Camp to the King. 

Llout -(’olonel Russell, Coldstream Guards. 

Oct. 6th, Major Longdon, Unattached, 

captains. 

Jnn. 3l8t, Brewster, h.p. 8th Foot, Isle au Nolx. 

Oct. 13th, Thomson, Into 3d Vet. Bat. 

LIEUTENANTS. 

Jan. 15th, Hay ton, hp. 58th Foot. 

Aug 8tli, Kilkelly, h p. 97th Foot. 

Sept. 27tii, (’raven, h p. 134th Foot, 

Oct. f)th, Bevan, 77th Foot, Jamaica, 

Oct 7ri>i Fitzgerald, h p. 29tli Foot. 

Oct. I5th, Gallaher, hp. 11th Foot. • • # 

Oct. 22d, D’Aienant, hp. 20th Dr. 

Oct 3Uth, Claike, h p. (Jlcng. Fen. 

• 

INSIONS AND SECOND-LIEUTENANTS, 

Qct. 27th, Wcniyss, 2i8t Foot, Portsmouth. 

Scott, 83<l Foot. 

Nov, 5th, (ir.iham. Into lat Vet Bat. 

Nov. 6th, M'Kowen, late 8th Vet, Bat 

• 

quahter-uastehs. 

Sept. ICffh, Brietly, h.p. Ayrshire Fen. Cav. 

Sept. 25th, Croucliloy, h. p. 93il Drg, 

Oct 28th, Brooks, h.p. 2d Drg. Guards, 


Juno 2d, Mallack, 46th Foot. Madras. 

Aug. Ist, M' Lachlan, h.p. 93d Foot. 

Aug. 30th, ConoUy, h.p. 3d W. I. R. 

COMMISSARIAT department, ^ 

Sept Uth, Dep. Ass. Com. General E. C. Monk, 
Donuuica. . 

July 8th, at Trinchenopoly.East Indies, Cupt 
Richard Burton, 54th Regt 

Oct 8th, at sea, on Imrd H. M. Packet Emu* 
lous, in which he had embarked at Rio, on his re- 
turn to England, Capt. George Francis Lyou.U.N, 
Wo slinll give a sketch of this popular Officer's 
career next month. 

Get I2th. at Napoli, aged 31, Mr. Alex. M* Ar- 
thur, Assistant-Surgeon of BE. M. S. St Vincent, 


Nov. Uth, at the Island of Bermuda, Vi«*-Ad- 
Hiiral Sir Edward Griffith Colpoys, K.G.B. Com- 
mander-In-Chief of the West India and North 
American Station. A memoir of services will bo 
gi\en in our next 

At Cardigan, South Wales, in the 4Ist year of 
his age, Lieut Charles Davis, R.N. 

At Fratton, Lieut. Abraham Hughes, R.N. 

Capt. Henry Whitmarsli Pcarse, C B , R.N. 

Nov. 22d, at New Ross, of cholera, Mujut Donald 
MacKay, 70th Regt 

On Iward H M. S. Hyacinth, In the Gulf of 
Mexico, Mr. W. J. Atrill, Purser of that ship. 

Nov. 27th, at Greenwich, in the 60lh year of his 
Age, Matthew Salmon Kent, Esq. lato Surgeon of 
II. M DtM'k Yard at Ilcptfovd. 

No% 29th, at Abbey View, County of Clare, 
Lieut ThomaH levers, h. p. 3d Foot Guards, 

At Dover, Cunt John Hatley, R.N. aged 70. He 
circumnavigated the globe with the celebrated 
(^k. 

At King's Town, Dublin, Commander Terence 
O'Neil. R N. 

At Deal, Lieut. Wm. SyfVct, R.N. aged 48. 

At Castletown, Isle of Man, Col. Smith, Liout- 
Goveinor of that Island. 

Dec.7tli, at St Peter’s, Thn net T.ieut Ro8fiin,R.N. 

Dec, 9th, II. G. Rogan. Esq Surgeon R.N. 

In George’s Square, ]<hlinbtn^i. Viscountess 
Duncan, in her 84th year. Her I.udyship wus 
daughter of the Lord President Dund.TS, and wi- 
dow of Admual IjotA Vlseount Duncan, whose 
name is engraven on the tablets of his country’s 
history as the hero of Camperdown, Her L.idy- 
ship’s eldest sou now bears that title. Her Luily- 
ahip was .also mother of the Hon, Cunt. Henry 
Duncan, C B., R N., uijon whom has fallen unim- 
paired the mantle of his father. 

Dec Uth, at R.alWhedy House, the seat of his 
brother. Lord Diifleiin and Clanbuye, in the 
County* of Down, Ireland, the Hon, Sir Henry 
Blackwood, Burt, K.C.B., Vice-Admiral of tho 
White A memoir of service in an early number. 

At Woodstock, suddenly, John Joberns, Esq. 
Deputy Inspector General of Hospitals on half- 
pay. 

Ensign Henry J. Dewes, 89th Regt. quartered 
at Plyinoutli. It appears tliat he wos in company 
with an officer of the 22d Regiment, who is on a 
detachment at St, Nicholas’s Island, and was 
heard to say that he would swim over fiom Ply- 
mouth to his quarters, at tho ^ame time alluding 
to Lord Byion’s crossing the HeResjiont. The 
morning was very stormy and cold, with a strong 
ebb tide flowing at tiie time, and he was seen 
swimming ,alx)ut fifty yards from the shore, since 
which notiiiug has been lieurd of him. Ilis clothes 
were found on tho rocks near the water’s edge ; 
and it is siqiposcd, from tho extreme coldness of 
the water, he must have been suddenly seized with 
the cramp, and, from there being no assistance at 
lia«d, was unfortunatoly flrowned. Tho deceased 
was the oldest son of the late Capt. John Dewes, 
of the 28tb Regiment, and nephew of Major Ridge, 
C.B. 

Dec 17 th, the infant son of John TaalTe, Esq. 

in Dublin, liieut. Matthew Phibbs, U N., lately 
commuwding the Coast (luard at Kilrush. 

Doc. 19lli, Lieut. Fretlerick Lloyd, R N. 

Dec. 23<l, jit Connaught Terrace, in his 64th 
year, Sir John Cox, Bart. Info of the 2d Lifo 
Guards, second son of the late Col, Michael Cox, 
of the ist l^^>A^iards. He is. succeedeil la the 
title by his .only surviving brother, Col Geo. M, 
Cox, of the East India Company’s Service, 
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METEOROLOGICAL REGISTER, 

KEPT AT THE OBSERVATORY OF CAPT. W. H. SMYTH, AT BEDFORD. 

NOV. 

8lk*t Thermomotar. 


AtSP.M. 


Pluvio. 

meter 

Evapora- 

tor 

Winds St 8 P. M. 

Maxim. 

Degreea. 

Minim. 

Degreea. 

Itarom. 

Incliea. 

-Tlicrmo. 

Degrees. 

Ilygrom. 

Parta. 

Inchea. 

Inchea. 


\ 1 

57-5 

46-0 

29-75 

57*4 

756 

-258 

•140 

N.N.W!! fresh breezes & fine 

^ 2 

57-3 

46-2 

29 -M 

54-0 

900 

-010 

•030 

S.W. a gale, cloudy 

§ 3 

56-3 

51*2 

29-78 

53 5 

623 

•100 

•075 

N.W. blowing hord 

n 4 

65-8 

47*0 

29-77 

47 0 

525 

-470 

■084 

S.W. fresh br. heavy showers 


62*3 

41-4 

29-86 

41-9 

.604 

•190 

•080 

N.N.E. fresh winds, showery 

\ 6 

50-8 

42*3 

30-33 

47 6 

6.58 

•136 

•055 

N. fresh galea 


45-6 

42-4 

30-32 

44 5 

667 

— 

•030 

N.N.K. fresh br. & cloudy 

B 8 

48-3 

41 a 

29-83 

46-7 

685 

•046 

•036 

N. by E. lt.br., heavy showers 

9 

51-6 

41*3 

29 88 

48-5 

703 

•140 

•040 

N.W. by W'. liglit airs, cloudy 

S 10 

44*5 

40-0 

29-46 

44 5 

876 

•360 

•015 

S.W. a gale, with light rain 

% U 

46-9 

43-1 

29 60 

45-8 

715 

•200 

•020 

E. by N. gentle br. lino day 
S.W. culm, dense fog 

2 12 

43 8 

42-3 

29-72 

43 -.5 

812 

— 

•010 

h 13 

43-4 

40 0 

29-76 

43 0 

818 

— 

•012 

S.W. calm, foggy 

0 14 

45-6 

40-5 

29-97 

43-6 

833 

•053 

•015 

N.E. light airs andshowery 
N.N.E. light breezes & fine 

Y 15 

61-9 

40-4 

30-32 

42 8 

758 

•018 

•020 

> 16 

51 9 

39-4 

30-28 

41-9 

810 

•014 

•015 

N.N.E. gentle breezes & clear 
E.by S. beautiful day 

§ 17 

45 6 

39-2 

30-20 

40-7 

805 

— 

•036 

% 18 

42 -G 

39-3 

30-08 

41-3 

794 


•017 

E. by N. light br. & cloudy 

E. light airs, dull day 

0 19 

43 3 

40-2 

29-88 

43 3 

803 

— • 

•018 

h 20 

45-0 

40-4 

29-70 

44-6 

i 807 

•020 

•020 

K. by N. light hr. & cloudy 

O 91 

46-2 

40-7 

29 58 

45-7 

812 

— 

•030 

K. by S. fresh br. & cloudy 

f 22 

49 3 

40 6 

20-82 

47 0 

770 

— 

-035 

N.E it. br. lieautiful day 

J 23 

53-0 

40 6 

29 -^3 

1 49-2 

687 

— > 

•040 

E.S E. light breo'zes & lino 

% 24 

52*6 

40-2 

29-93 

51-6 

807 

— 

•025 

S.E.by E. light airs Sc cloudy 

i 25 

50-3 

40-3 

29-83 

50-0 

788 

759 

•403 

•026 

S.W. mod. wds. & fine weath. 

t 26 

49-2 

44-1 

29-59 

48-5 

•300 

•030 

S.W. fresh breezes & cloudy 

1 27 

48*0 

41*8 

29 52 

47*6 

794 

•050 

•034 

S by E. blowing fr., squally 
S.W. by W. fr. breezcs.flne day 

©S 

44-8 

40-8 

29-70 

43-4 

679 

'—1. 

•oco 

X 29 

46*4 

41-2 

29-64 

43 5 

660 

— 

-055 

S.W. by W. bio. hard, fine wr. 
S.W. blowing fr. with rain. 

1 

J30 

51*0 

39-3 

29-83 

49-4 

700 

•210 

-046 


TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 


O 

“Wfi have attentively conswlered the Plan of H. I. P. P., which, though undoubtedly ingenious, and 
appUcahle under fixed and favourable circumstunceii, would not, we fear, bo equally clllrlenr under the 
changefbl contingencies constantly recurring at sea. Wc shall furnish H. 1. P. 1*., with a fUUur ex- 
planation, if desired. 

The Signature of* *' Miles ” is not confined to our St. Helena Correspondent. The passage the latter 
alludes to was addressed to another. We susiwct the letter in question did not come to hand — but shall 
be happy to comply with the general wish of '* Miles ” and the Garrison, if communicated within duO 
bounus. 


We wait for anotlier number of the " Loiters from the West Indies,*’ to conmlete a paperr*tho third 
being of itself scarpelv of sufilcienl length and interest We reqm*8t our obliging Uorresjwndent to 
assume in futuio the signature of S, instead of 2* to prevent eoulUsion with another contributor under 
the latter designation. 

We had prepared the first letter signed " One of the Neglected,” ibr iti&rtlon— but discovered that it 
had In the iuterim been published in a newspaper. The second, though dated the 17th instant, has 
only reached our hands as wo are going to press. 

Wf shall always be remly to give effect to the purpose of **. Verus,” according to the moaner and the 
matter of his oommunications. 

We shall write to W. G.^NniiifAln»..]i2 and 13 safely received. 

** Q in the Comer ” is, doubtless, th6 ” Original.” We thank him. 

We legtet tli^t the ” Memoranda hi the Services” of an dfilcer deceqnsd some years, fumislied by 
0. A.,oaitnot wttH consistency be inmucejl into our <rurtoQt obituary, ^e merits of tlie suldeet are 
ftdJy recognised. h 

tkfn and 

DollpaM 


yht it of spa*^ compels us to postpone the Berlin Beviowv— the Memoim of Admiral 
otim i to given as early as posslblo : also a Urge moss of CortespondeUois, ^bich we haT< 
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MILITARY ^IliSrANlZATlON OF BELGIUM. 

In a former article brought down the situation of the military 
administration of that country to the present period, and rapidly deve- 
loped some of the causes that had impeded ^an earlier and more efficient 
organization. We shall now*enter into various details of^ internal ar- 
rangement and economy, and accompany them with authentic returns 
and states^ which will at once give the reader an insight into the system, 
and enable him to comprehend the magnitude of the Belgian war prepa- 
rations, and calculate the generaPexpenditure, as compared with our own, 
for a similar number of men. We shall take each department and branch 
of the service separately, and after cfescribing its organization, numbers, 
and attributes, give the amount of the sums allotted for the maintenance 
of each. The whole is calculated on the extraordinary or war footing, 
and we may preface our account by observing, that the total war budget, 
including ordinary and extraordinary expenditure, amounts to about 
seventy-two million francs, or nearly two millions eight hundred and 
eighty thousand pounds sterling. 

MINISTRY OP WAR. 

Lieut-General Baron Evain, with the title of “ Ministre Directeurde 
la Guerre,” — The functions of the Minister are purely administrative. 
He has not a seat in the cabinet, as is usual in all continental ministries, 
having at his own particular desire renounced this privilege ; as much 
with a view of affording him leisure to devote his undivided time to the 
duties of his office, as to steet elear of parliamentary discussions, and to 
avoid stirring up those jealousies that might arise from his possessing a 
lading voice in the political councils of a nation, of which he was a 
mere member by adoption. He is nevertheless responsible for the acts 
of his ministry to the Chambers, although not a member of the House ; 
has a right to a seat on the ministerial bench, and is under the necessity 
of appearing to answer any questions touching his administration, when 
callra upon by the Chambers. All general orders, ordonnances, or 
contracts relating to the army are signed and published in the name of 
the minister, who, under sanction of the King, is the source of all or- 
ganization, promotion, and primary distributions. The salary of the 
minister does not exceed 21,000 francs (840/.) per annum, with a small 
allowance for. office expenses, firing, &c. and forage for six horses. 
The war-office divided into five departments or divisions, to each of 
which is attached a Chief, viz. : 1. The Secretariat ; 2. Personnel ; 3. Ar- 
tillery and Engineers ; 4. Administration ' 5. War Depdt. The duties 
pf the director of the personribl” combine the solution of all questions 
touching promotion. He merely refers to the minister such points as 
entail responsibility or such “ arret^s” as requijgg the king’s approval. 

The army of reserve is under the immed]^ control of the minister; 
in this army are included all depdts, reserves, and garrisons not forming 

S rt of the active or army of •observation^ ,0 The commaqjnlers of the 
mer report direct to the minister. The distribution, formation, and 
caAtORtng of tlie latter rest entirely with the king, who is the nominal 
commander-in-chief; the effective command is entrusted to Genejral 
U. S. JouBN. No. 51. Fbb. 1833. L • 
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MILITARY ORGANIZATION OF BELGIUM. 


Desprez. All details, states, and reports concerning the active army are 
made direct to the king by the chief of the staff. The latter receives 
his orders from the sovereign, who is far frofn taking an inactive share 
in the duties of command. The whole of this department, indeed 
everything relating to the different military establishments, are organized 
on the French model. The number of officers of various grades em- 
ployed at the war-office amqunts to about twenty, who receive no addi- 
tional pay qr allowance than that attributed to their regimental or staff 
rank. A few civilians are also employed as copying clerks, &c. at very 
moderate salaries. The total expenditure of the administration of the 
war-office does not exceed 50,000 francs, or about 2,000/. 

GENERAL STAFF. 

Chef de I’etat major, General l)esprez. One sous chef and about 
eighteen officers of different grades. — It is perhaps superfluous to re>* 
mind our readers that in the French and Belgian service, the two de-' 
partments of Quartermaster and Adjutant- General are amalgamated and 
consolidated under one head. We shall not discuss the merits of this 
mode of organization, which, if we mistake not, was once attempted 
with our army in Spain, but was found not to answer. Whatever it 
may have done with us, it appears that it works well on the continent, 
and is an evident saving of time and expense. The officers who are fit 
for one department are fully qualified to perform that of the other. The 
office of the chief of the staff is subdivided into two or three divisions, 
including the various functions of Adjutant and Quartermasters-Genera), 
and including the topographical department, to which special officers 
are attached. The staff form a corps apart. They are not selected 
through interest and connexion, as is tOo'often the case in the English 
service. Candidates for these appointments must commence as aspi- 
rants,’* and undergo a regular and severe examination in languages, the 
general principles of strategy, the elements of geography, mathematics, 
and fortification, the laying down plans and maps, and various other 
acquirements highly essential to staff officers ; essentials too much neg- 
lected, indeed rarely required in the British service. In order to give 
young officers a better insight into the duties and details of the different 
branches of the army, they are required to serve a certain time with 
some regiment of cavalry and infantry before they are admitted into 
active staff employment, and thus, as they have for the most part already 
served as cadets or privates, and have been brought up at the Ecole Po- 
lytecnique, they enter upon their functions with a well-gKounded know- 
Wge of their duty. The advantage of this system, as far as the mode 
of selecting officers is concerned, ^speaks for itself. For, witli every 
possible respect for the bravery^ zeal, and intelligence of our staff offi** 
eers, how few are there who, on being a*jppointed to the junior grades, 
have any distinct notion of the duties that ought to be required of 
them ? Few in former f’mes were able to speak a word of any foreign 
language, and scarcely on^ could draw the sketch of aposition^ reduce 
QT extend a map, or comprehend the motives or probable results of any 
military mafiesuvres. In short beyond the mere operation of copying 
R general order, and carrying tlfat order from one point to another with 
mpidity of an arrow, there were few who could have answered tha 
ques^on touching the general details of an armyi or 
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any knowledge of those principles of strategy so necessary, one must 
imagine, for staff officers in a well-organized army. We shall be told, 
perhaps, that our service Mas gone admirably upon the present system^ 
'^and that whether ignorant or scientific, our staff has always most ably 
done its duty, and aided their General in defeating whatever force may 
have been opposed to him. We grant this in fact, but no one will 
surely attempt to assert, that great improvements might not be intro- 
duced; and that our staff would become a thousand times m^re efficient, 
and better able to execute the duties of their station, if the preliminary 
study and knowledge of certain branches of military science were more 
strictly attended to. An aide-de-camp is, we know, a mere machine, 
and is not required to think foV himself. But an Assistant or even 
Deputy Assistant Adjutant or Quartermaster- General has functions of a 
higher order to perform, and repeated occasions arise on actual service, 
when more extensive acquirements and theoretical knowledge might be 
employed with extreme advantage to the service or general to whose 
division he may be attached. • 

Independent of the head-quarter staff, each division has its own; 
consisting of a chef and sous chef d'etat major, who stand in the 
same relation to their division, as the chief of the staff to the whole 
army ; that is, they combine the two departments. Lieutenant- 
Generals commanding divisions are allowed two aides-de-camp and 
two officiers d’ordnance ; Generals of Brigade, one aide-de-camp, and 
in the cavalry one officier d'ordnance ; but the latter have no ' brigade- 
majors. This duty is performed by the aide-de-camp, who is respon- 
sible for the states and returns, which ate forwarded to the General by 
the colonels of regiments, and are thence transmitted to the chef d’etat 
major of the division, wheftce tliey find their way to the etat major-ge- 
neral, where the usuaKrecapitulation is made for the commander-in-chief, 
'fhese returns are not kept with that admirable detail and precision 
which was a remarkable feature in the Adjutant- General’s office of the 
Duke of Wellington’s army in Spain, but they nevertheless fully answer 
all the purposes of the general commanding. In Appendix A, will be 
found a state of the number of officers composing the Belgian General 
Staff, with their pay and allowances. This list does not include those 
officers in non-activity, who had been placed, or placed themselves in 
these functions at the moment of the revolution, thougii utterly inca- 
pable of performing the duties, or those who were subsequently em- 
ployed, and again put on half-pay in consequence of being implicated in 
political conspiracies, or from utter incapacity. The uniform of the 
staff is soldierlike, but plain and economical. All have two epaulettes, 
the grades distingpished by the strap or bullion. Officiers d’ordnance 
wear the uniform of their reg^iments, and receive no other allowance 
or increased pay than the forage of their respective ranks as cavalry 
officers. 

CAVALRY. j,:* 

The regiment of Guides (Light Dragoons), two Lancers, two Chas- 
seurs ^ Cheval, one Cuirassiers^ and three squadrons of mojMlised Gens 
fArmes (the latter composed exclusively of old soldiers), fcrm the total 
of this force. Previous to the revolution in 1830, the (^etfierlands’ 
cAValry consi^ed of ten regiments, viz. — four Cuirassiers, three Light 
Dr^oii0| two Hussars, and one Lancers, to which were attached 316 
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officers of all ranks : of these, not one-sixth were Belgians ; so that the 
difficulty of procuring officers for this army was felt almost as much in 
the cavalry as in other corps, when, as we ^shall afterwards show, the 
number of Dutch was out of all measure greater than Belgians ; but as 
the four or five colonels, lieutenant- colonels, and majors of regiments 
were immediately promoted to the rank of general, the command of the 
newly-organized corps, formed at first of deserters from old regiments, 
and subsequently filled up by conscription, devolved on men, some of 
whom, it is true, had seen much service in command of squadrons and 
troops, but possessed neither the firmness, experience, nor knowledge of 
human nature necessary for so arduous a task as the organization of new 
regiments, and the maintenance of discipline under all the combined dif- 
ficulties of political convulsion and« national anarchy. The process of 
organization was therefore extremely slow, and is still far from approach- 
ing to anything like perfection. The men, generally speaking, are re- 
markably fine, — indeed, for the most part better adapted for heavy than 
light cavalry, — and, on an average, admirably mounted. Their supe- 
riority over the Frencli in the latter respect is remarkable ; but, from 
the want of good squadron officers, and, above all, non-commissioned, 
combined with the effects of the revolutionary leaven, both the drill, sub- 
ordination, and whole economy are still defective. Seen in a body, and 
at rest, they have a highly martial appearance ; but they are slow and 
unsteady in their evolutions. They want solidity and precision as much 
as they do rapidity ; and there is a palpable absence of that neatness 
and symmetry in the arrangements of their kits and saddlery, which is 
as essential to the general uniformity as well as individual appearance 
of the troopers. Foot-drill appears little attended to ; and the riding 
department is extremely faulty. When *disrfiounted, they move about 
witli a lumbering, slouching gait, and without the smartness or erectness 
of soldiers. When mounted, they roll in their saddles, and have an 
awkward and loose seat. In short, whether on foot or horseback, they 
are ill set up. 

As regards the seat on horseback, there appears to be a defect, not 
only in the formation of tlie saddle, which throws the man forward, but 
in the rolling the cloaks and position of the holsters. The latter, when 
covered with the shabraque, or sheepskin, is raised so high, as nearly to 
reach the level' of the chest. The bridle-hand is thus thrown up, the 
horse's mouth constantly irritated, and the animal made unsteady ; and, 
both in lance and sword exercise, the movement of the weapon and free 
use of the arm is impeded ; whereas, in the Polish and Prussian regi- 
ments, especially the Hulans, this part ofi the equipment is arranged as 
low as possible, so as not only to allow the left-hand to rest almost on 
the mane, and thus ease the horse's mouth, but to leave the front of the 
saddle free for the use of the lance or sword. 

The Belgian regiments are organized by squadrons, and not by troops. 
These are divided into di^sions and platoons. In Appendix, Nos. 2 
and 3, will be found the establishment of regiments and squadrons : the 
total numb^ will be seen in the genera^ recapitulation. 

It was^ a decided error in an army com]) 08 ed of only five regiments to 
have organized so large a portion of Lancers. The general inutility of 
this weapon, save in the hands of Poles, has not only been acknow- 
ledged^ by the most experienced officers in France, but the necessity of 
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having a preponderating force of Dragoons admitted without contesta- 
tion i indeed, this system seems to have been acted upon so far in the 
^ French Army du Nord that entered Belgium, that of 56 squadrons, four 
only were Lancers, and these probably accompanied the army on account 
of their colonel, the Due de Nemours. The plan in future to be adopted 
will be to attach a squadron of Lancers to each regiment of cavalry, to 
act as occasion may require. • 

The formation of this superfluous quantity of Lancers wAs partly the 
result of the revolution and the inexperience of the offleers charged 
with the organization of the cavalry. It was moreover a favourite 
service with the people and disbanded soldiers, who readily volunteered 
to the Lancer depdts ; whereas the greatest difficulty was" encountered 
in procuring men for the Cuirassiers; indeed, so adverse were they to 
this service, that although' a premium was offered to those old soldiers 
who volunteered from other regiments, it was no easy matter to And 
sufficient numbers to form the nucleus of the additional squadrons ; con- 
sequently, the Cuirassiers, from being composed almost entirely of 
recruits, mounted on raw horses, and officered by young men, are far 
inferior to other regiments in every point of view. 

The difficulty of maintaining an efficient cavalry, and, above all, that 
of augmenting to any great extent old regiments, unless the skeletons 
of troops are composed of veteran officers and non-commissioned, is too 
well known ; therefore, when it is remembered that two- thirds of the 
Belgian officers were young in their profession, or had never served ; 
that more tlian three-fourths of the men have not been recruited above 
twelve months ; that the whole have not been embodied more than two 
years; that the non-comyiiflBjpned are extremely defective, and the 
horses all young, — it cannot be a matter of surprise if the cavalry 
should leave much to be desired. 

The dearth of native officers of sufficient experience to command regi- 
ments or squadrons was deeply felt by Government, and proved by the 
inefficiency of corps, both of cavalry, infantry, and artillery; some 
French^nd Poles were therefore enrolled. This created much dissatis- 
facUon amongst the nationals, who, although they were constrained to 
admit the inefficiency of their regiments, could not be brought to ac- 
knowledge tlie cause or the urgency of the measure adopted by the Go- 
vernment ; indeed, so far did they carry their jealousy in some thstances, 
that, on a French major being posted to a regiment of Lancers, all the 
officers determined to challenge him, and he very prudently thought it 
better to retire than expose himself and the corps to perpetual dissen- 
sions. Again, when a Polisfl colonel was placed in command of a 
Chasseur regiment, the officers received him with marked uncotdiality, 
obeyed with reluctance, and left nb mear/s untried to render his situation 
untenable. Had the Government, however, been deterred from its pur- 
pose by the clamours and dissatisfaction of the complainants, who, it 
must be remembered, had for the most part xll^ady obtained two steps 
since the revolution, it is highly probable that it could not have orga- 
nized half the number of meq,*or, had they equipped and mounted 
them) their services in the line of battle, could not have beefl relied on. 

In speaking of the admission of foreign officers into ^e Belgian 
army, some explanations may not be irrelevant. The system pursued 
by the Netherlands Government, to judge by the list of the army, inde- 
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pendent of all* Other political considerations, went almost to exclude 
Belgians from the staff and command of pegiments. We shall not 
enter into any discussion as to the motives, but merely adhere to the^ 
result, showing, that whilst the population of the Belgian provinces was 
as nearly tWo to one larger than that of Holland, and her contingent of 
men consequently in the same proportion, the number of superior 
officers washout of all proportion in an inverse ratio. We shall merely 
give a few examples in support of this assertion, taken from the “ Jaar- 
bocke voor het Koninkijgkc Leger der Nederlanden,*’ or official Army 
List for 1830. 

Of eight field-marshals and generalsf no Belgian ; of 21 lieutenant- 
generals, three Belgians; of 50 major-generals, five Belgians; of 21 
colonels commanding infantry regifnents, seven Belgians; of 36 field- 
officers of cavalry, 12 Belgians ; of 45 officdirs of general staff, six Bel- 
gians ; of 26 field-officers of engineers, no Belgian ; of 50 field-officers 
of artillery, three Belgians, majors. .Therefore, in a total of 254 ge- 
nerals, staff and field-officers,' only 35 ; or, allowing unintentional errors, 
say 40 Belgians, or or I ; whilst the proportion of Belgian soldiers 
over Dutch was as two to one. The number of captains, subalterns, 
and non-commissioned bore nearly the same proportion. Thus, though 
Holland lost the services of the Belgian soldiers, she retained the valu- 
able aid of her s^ff, engineers, and field-officers nearly intact, and was 
thus enabled rapidly to re-organize and re-model her army ; whilst lier 
adversaries, torn by internal dissensions, and having so limited a number 
of superior officers, was unablcdo make any progress, until the arrival 
of the King united the mass of people in one focus, and the employ- 
ment of experienced foreigners gave an impvlse to the system. 

Amongst the evils produced by the death of superior officers, was 
the necessity of giving rapid promotion to men, who, in ordinary 
times, could not have attained these grades under many years. Thus 
generals were placed in command of brigades of 7,000 to 8,000 men, 
and colonels appointed to regiments 4,500 strong, who had no other ex- 
prience than the mechanical routine of battalion or company duty. We 
nave spoken of Generals Evain and Desprez, and commented on* the 
admirable discretion shown in the choice of these distinguished officers. 
The sam^ observation holds good of the rest of the army, who were 
selected not alone for their military experience and tried valour on the 
field of battle, but for the moderation of their political sentiments, an 
object of immense importance under existing circumstances. The 
number of these officers lias been much e,xaggerated, and, in fact, is not 
equal to the necessities of the army. They are divided into two classes : 
lat. Those who are serving pro teffmqre, and still continue to wear the 
French uniform ; 2nd. Those who nave taken permanent service, and 
have received promotion in the Belgian army. Amongst the first are 
Generals Desprez, Colon^hatry de la Fosse, Licut.-Colonel Beujiaux, 
And about 18‘ others. Affiongst the latter are Generals Evain and 
Hurel, with about 220 officers of different grades, amongst which are 
about 35 Pojps and a few Germans. t 

The uniform and appointments of the cavalry are soldierlike, neat, 
and of excehent materials ; that of the officers is not withopt beauty, but 
simple and economical. A young man, raised from non-commissioned, 
or entering by extraordinary favour, can purchase his outfit, including 
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IMo hotses, for about 160^* The arms and accoutreiments are of an ex- 
cellent desotiption ; the Iqp^ straight sword of the French dragoon has 
^ been adopted, and has an immense advantage over the short, crooked 
sabre, so long in use with us* The mode of clothing the soldier is pe- 
culiar ; we shall give an account of it in speaking of the infantry. 
Appendix B. contains a state of establishments of regiments and squa- 
drons, with pay and rations, ahd cost per rbgiment. 

INFANTRY. 

The Belgian infantry consists of fifteen regiments, twelve of the line, 
and three of light infantry. The former of five, the latter of four bat- 
talions. Each battalion is composed of six companies, viz. four fiizilecrs 
or battalion, one grenadiers and one ^oltigeurs. The four first battalions of 
line, and three ol light infantry, are always united and act together, the 
remaining battalion forms the reserve depdt. Each regiment is com- 
manded by a colonel, each battalion by a major, with one standard for 
the whole. By this system, regiments, as will be seen by the annexed 
state. Appendix C. No. 3, are equal to brigades in our service, brigades 
to divisions, and divisions to corps d!armee ; the first amounting in the 
field to nearly 3,500, the second to 7,000 or 8,000, and the latter to 
16,000 or 18,000 men. In most ca^es, especially of regiments and 
brigades, the responsibility is beyond the powers of the oflicers intrusted 
with such extensive commands, — who, for the most part, have risen 
three, or at least two steps since the revolution ; for, on examining the 
“ Jaarbocke” for 1830, above quoted,, wc find very few officers now 
holding the rank of major-general then higher than major, and not 
more colonels higher theiittkatt captain. 

Two corps of paitisans, of nearly 1000 men each, have been orga- 
fiized, and do the duty of guerillas : one of them is stationed in 
Flanders, the other on the frontier of Brabant. They are composed of 
men of all countries, and, as may be imagined, do not present a picture 
of very severe discipline ; but they are extremely useful in patroling and 
cleariiflj the fronts and flanks, and are apparently daring and adven- 
turous. Their dress is wild and martial : it consists of a round hat, 
looped up at the side, with cockade and yellow feather ; a dark green 
great coat and yellow facings, black waistbelt and crpssbelt for car- 
touche-box and sabre, black oii-cioth knapsack, a liglit musket, and a 
yellow worsted cord and tassel coiled round the neck, and hanging over 
the left shoulder, with green an^ yellow epaulettes, and an unlimited 
quantity of beard and mustacjiio. 

Twenty thousand civic guards are mobilised and divided into 34 
battalions of four companies each; half light infantry, and the re- 
mainder grenadiers. These troops are* nearly equal, in most essential 
points, to the line regiments, and from being exclusively composed Of 
men between the ages of 21 and 30, are, on an average, much stronger, 
taller, and healthier-looking than the forme/. *AJ1 unmarried men, be- 
tween the age of 21 and 30, not eligible for militia conscription, are 
available for this class. They remain under arms so loqg*only as the 
country is supposed to be in danger,* The dress and appointments of 
all line reginients are precisely similar, with the trifling exeeplion of the 
number on tlie button and cap-plate, — a great economy and convenience 
to officers who may be removed from one regiment to another, and a de- 
cided advantage and saving to government, wliicli is thus enabled to make 
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ite contracts ii^ greater masses, and consequently at a cheaper ralet 
The pattern and price of each article arefiaed by the War-office, and cal- 
culated on the most economical footing, and must be adhered to in the 
most minute articles : thus the fanciful caprices of colonels are guarded 
agmnst^^ and young officers protected from those unavoidable expenses 
which are the banc of our service* It would be uninteresting to enter 
into minute details of the uniform further than to remark, that whilst 
every attention has been paid to the comfort and convenience of the 
soldier, he is not overcharged with a quantity of superfluous, and obliga- 
tory extras, that drain his pay, increase the weight of his kit, and 
consequently too often impede his movements. The whole weight car- 
ried by a Belgian grenadier, including musket and sabre, does not 
exceed flOlbs. « 

The French system of marching order in great-coats has been adopted ; 
indeed many of the regiments, on advancing to the frontier, requested 
permission to leave their jackets in depot* In wet weatlier, and over 
heavy roads, this must be disadvantageous and unhealthy. The men, on 
reacning their bivouacs, or quarters, have no alternative but to remain in 
their coats, saturated with perspiration, rain, and mud, or to put on their 
jackets to perform fatigue or cooking duties, by which they lose one of 
the greatest apparent comforts of the English soldier, who, when not 
immediately before the enemy, is enabled to throw off his light jacket, 
and put on his dry and loose great-coat ; thus giving freedom to his limbs 
by day, and obtaining additional warmth by night. The short linen and 
cloth gaiter, with the low shoe, are also preserved. Its inconvenience for 
marching requires no comment ; indeed, this seems to be felt by the 
French soldiers themselves, for, on examipmg the feet of several thousand 
on the line of march, we observed that most of the non-commissioned, 
and such soldiers as could afford it, preferred the half or laced boot. 
the French and Belgian soldiers rarely, if ever, wear stockings on the 
march, the wet linen gaiter, with the mud oozing between it and the leg, 
must be prejudicial to the health of the men. 

The civic guards are distinguished fronuthe line by one blatk cross 
belt and dark oiled-cloth knapsack, a round jacket without facings or 
skirts, silver lace and epaulettes for officers, plated ornaments for the 
men, and the whole of them wearing red or green epaulettes ; these latter 
distinctions in the line being confined to the grenadier and light compa- 
nies, whose crossbelts are white, and packs of goat or calves'-skin. 

In barracks the mode of cooking^is nearly similar to our own. In 
the field, or on the march, when no^ quartered on the inhabitants, the 
con^pnies are divided into messes of ten,fto each of which is distributed 
a large tin bidon or camp-kettle, carried alternately by the men of tho 
mess. Each soldier has also <1118 small.mess-tin, and when they have 
not wooden canteens, they are supplied with tin flasks. They have no 
havresacks, but either carry their bread strapped behind, or in their 
packs. The mode of fimi^iing the clothing is uniform throughout the 
arm;^ ; government furnishes gratis, arms, and crossbelts, for the annual 
repair of which the soldier pays a certain fixed sum, whether required or 
not* Eyer/ihing in the shape qf clothes and necessaries is paid for by 
the men by^a drawback on their pay amounting to nearly English 
p^r ^av : this is called his “ mass," and amounts yearly to about 
46»45 .francs. ^ On squaring accounts, if anything remains over it is 
put to the soldier's credit. Colonels of regiments receive their supplies 
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from the central depdt, and the captain quarter-inasteT issues them to the 
regiment at the war-office j^rices ; but it is said they contrive means of 
^putting small sums in their pocket by an arrangement with the army 
contractors. Government also withholds 21 centimes, or 2^d. per day, 
for rations ; which, supposing the pay of a battalion man to be 52 cen- 
times per day, leaves nine centimes over. Then, deducting the expense 
of blacking, soap, washing, pipd-clay, it rarefy happens that the infantry 
soldier receives more than 14 centimes net every four days :* still they 
are better paid than the French. The reader is referred to the Appendix 
for an exact statement of pay, where he will likewise find the gross 
amount of cost of regiments and battalions. 

The daily ration consists of l^lb. of bread, ^Ib. of meat, and in 
barracks a portion of salt and potatoes, with a half litre of wine, or one- 
sixth litre of spirits in the field. When quartered on the inhabitants, 
which is generally the case, the latter are allowed 35 cents (Flemish), or 
about 8^. for the maintenance of, the soldier. 

It would be impossible for any army to show finer men than the 
general run of the Belgian regiments, especially the grenadier companies, 
who, it must be observed, are not selected altogetlier for their height. 
The pay of the flank companies being a trifle higher than the rest, the 
men are called ** d’dlite,’’ and are generally admitted as a recompense 
for good conduct. Such a stimulus would not be thrown away in our 
army ; where, it must be avowed, there is little done in the way of en- 
couragement or recompense to excite the pride or nerve the morals of 
the men. With us men are picked out njerely because they are taller 
than their comrades, and placed in the grenadiers, though they may 
perchance be of bad character •and rank cowards ^ and light Infantry are 
selected for their face or shape, though they may be as utterly devoid of 
address and intelligence as of morality. In line and in column the 
Belgian troops have a remarkably soldier-like appearance, but on closer 
insjjection, they are as far from the activity and lightness of the French 
as they are from the solidity and steadiness of the English. The men 
of the front and rear ranks are generally strong, muscular, but thick- 
made^ inclined to corpulency, rather round-shouldered, and bending the 
knee (defects of drill), and not good marchers. It is a rare occurrence 
when off duty to see them erect or well set up, and whilst under arms 
there is a perpetual wavering and vacillation of the heads and bayonets. 
Their movements in battalion are also extremely slow and uncertain ; there 
is none of that smart springing up of non-commissioned and flank men seen 
with us ; and it is very evident that the whole are far from that point of 
perfection which enables officers and men to execute the most compli- 
cated evolutions with steadiness and precision, even under the hottest 
fire. But we must also remember the taw materials of which they 
are composed, and the short time they have been under arms. This 
taken into consideration, their progress has been highly creditable to all 
ranks. The officers have no regular mess. In ^quarters they subsist as 
they please, and generally make an arrangement at some table d’hdte 
for their dinner, which they thus,obtain at a very moderate })rite, rarely 
exceeding 30 francs per month for lieutenants and captains, ^and 40 for 
field-officers, who dine somewhat better. The colonels, field-officers, 
and chefs d’escadron do not dine at the same table with these inferior 
grade8,«*a system copied from the French. 

One standard only is allowed to each regiment, A plan that might 
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be adopted with advantage with us^ especially when regiments proeOed 
ou active service, where one colour per battalion would surely answer all 
the purposes of dressing by centre and rallying. Here four battalions', 
or a brigade of eight battalions, has but two standards ; with us there 
Would be sixteen. Thus the chances of loss or accident in the field are 
as eight to one, and no proportionate advantage gained. When we 
Seldom hfar of eagles being captured' from the French array, it is in 
Some measure accounted for. Take an army of fifty battalions, that, for 
instance, du Nord, at present in Belgium, consisting of 17 regiments, 
or 61 battalions, we find only 17 standards. With us the number of 
colours would be 102. Surely the half of this number might be left in 
depdt. In the Belgian, as in the French service, commissions cannot 
be purchased. Every young man must enter as private or cadet, and 
then gradually ascend until he obtains his epaulettes, — a process, without 
great favour, of two or tliree years. Of course wc mention this as the 
system now adopted, but which was not pursued prior to the King's 
arrival. The officers of Civic Guards, to the rank of captain inclusive, 
according to the constitution, are elected by their companies, subject to 
the sanction of the colonel. This plan works well enough for the se- 
dentary bans ; but for those called into active service it preseqts great 
disadvantages, and is, of course, inimical to discipline ; the choice of the 
men not being likely to fall on those of their comrades the most noted 
for their strictness or severe attention to subordination. The vice of 
this organization is felt, and will be remedied by an alteration in the 
law. 

The Civic Guards are divided into three classes : — The Ist ban, sub- 
ject to be called out for actual service,* is* composed of all able-bodied 
unmarried men from 21 to 30, not eligible for the militia, or who have 
passed the ballot : they arc placed upon the footing of line troops, ffnd 
are accountable to the same laws, and receive the same pay and rations. 
The 2d ban comprises all able-bodied men, whether married or single, 
between the ages of 21 to 40 ; their service is entirely confined to the 
town where they are domiciled, and are only called for on most extra- 
ordinary and pressing occasions. The 3d ban includes all males from 
16 to 50. It is, in fact, the levy en masse. The calling into active 
service either of these classes must receive the sanction of the Cham- 
bers, who vote the supplies ; whilst in nonactivity, they receive their 
orders from the General- in*Chicf of the Civic Guards, whose instruc- 
tions emanate from the Minister of the Interior. 

The Belgians have no invalid establishment, no widow's fund, nor is 
any permanent provision made for officers' pensions. But everything 
is yet in its infancy, and will require time to matule. Funds for this 
purpose will, of course, be allotted by* the Chambers ; for, when it is 
considered that the army now amounts to nearly 120,000 men on paper, 
and that the ordinary (gadget, about one million sterling, will not admit of 
even a fourth of that number being retained in time of peace, it will be 
necessary to disband upwards of 90,000 men, and to place an immense 
immber of4 4)fficers on naif-pay. ^ 

The‘ balloting for the militik, or, in other words, the conscription, is 

only n^ethod of recruiting, — ^the number of voluntee|rs being trifling. 
All males from 16 to 30 are eligible, with some excemions, — as only 
sona' of widows, married men with three or more children, and some 
In time of peace they serve for three years, and then return 
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home, being liable to be called out on an emergency for three years 
more. Substitutes are allomd ; but the principal is answerable Air the 
desertion of his substitute. The population of Belgium at present is 
about 4,000,000 in round numbers ; deducting the portions of Lim- 
bourg and I^uxembourg, ceded by the treaty of 15th of November, it 
reckons 3,000,000. The number of men at this moment under arms 
is in the proportion of about one-fortieth to the whole ; a][^d in cal- 
culating able-bodied males between the ages of 16 and 40, it is about 
one to fifteen. 

The French formation of three deep has been maintained. We shall 
not enter into a discussion upon the advantages or disadvantages of a 
system so different from our own, further than to observe that the 
musketry fire of the British troops* is admitted by all continental 
officers to be the most deadly and efficient in Europe, vvliilst they at the 
same time pronounce our weapons to be inferior to their own, though 
they admit the superiority of our powder. This effect of English firing can 
proceed from nothing but the formation. For instance, take a battalion of 
900 men (French), and, from the rear-rank not firing, they are reduced for 
the volley to 600, and, in fact, lose one- third of their fire, whilst of the 
same number of English every musket is discharged, and the men are 
able to keep their independent firing afterwards with as much rapidity as 
though tlicy were served by the third rank, 'riio formation of regiments 
in four contiguous battalions in the line of battle places the colonel in 
the same position in regard to his regiment as a generaUu regard to his 
brigade. He issues the word of command, and it is taken up by the majors 
commanding battalions in succession. The colonel receives the command 
of course from the general, * By»this process much valuable lime is lost, 
as it is impossible for the voice of the general to cover the space 
occupied by eight battalions, especially on a windy day or under fire. 
It is no less difficult* for the colonel to be heard. The consequence is 
that the command is necessarily transmitted from one to the other, and 
there is an absence of that rapid and simultaneous movement so beauti* 
ful at a review, and of such vital importance in the line of battle. The 
number of mounted officers to each battalion is also too limited,— -not 
exceeding two, including the adjutant. This, in some measure, accounts 
for the want of precision and msemble often detected in • their review 
manoeuvres. If under a heavy 6re these defects would be increased, 
and must produce the worst results. The object, we are aware, is 
economy ; but that economy which goes to produce inefficiency is badly 
calculated. , 

ARTILLERY. 

This department "is under the direction of an inspector-general, whose 
orders emanate directly from tlie minister of war. It is a branch, 
but not an independent part of the military administration. This arm 
has made a most extraordinary progress. For when we consider the 
destitution in which it was plunged, it is a matter of astonishment to see 
how much has been effected in so short a space of time, and this with the 
most crude materials. The number of battalions under tte* ancient 
government have been enumerated. To these and the staff were attached 
7 general officers, 6 colonels, 13 lieutenant-colonels, 25 majors, 66 cap- 
tains, 18 seconif captains, 238 lieutenants, giving a total of 371 officers. 
Of these a small proportion were Belgians, and amongst them not’ one 
higher than the rank of major. The extreme difficulty of procuring 
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experienced officers, or indeed officers of any kind possessing sufficient 
knowledge of the duty, was great in the fir^t instance ; and thus under 
the revolutionary government many were admitted without other claim 
than their bravery. This difficulty augmented in proportion as it was 
found necessary to increase the corps ; which has finally been put on a 
footing of 20 companies or batteries of field artillery of 8 guns each, 
perfectly horsed and equipped ; and tins independent of garrison artil- 
lery, train' and several companies requisite for the defence of Antwerp. 

The dearth of officers was in some measure remedied by the admission 
of foreigners ; but the want of good subalterns, and above all non-com- 
missioned, is still sorely felt — their number being out of all proportion 
small to the mass of guns, 160, that the army is now able to bring into 
the field. I., II., III., of Appends D. will give the exact amount of men, 
pay, &c., together with the number of officers, men, horses^ and car- 
riages forming each battery. 

ibe men of this corps are remarkably strong and powerful, and show 
considerable aptitude in learning the common routine of gun exercise ; 
but they are universally deficient in experience, and with few exceptions 
have been utterly neglected in ball practice. To judge of what they 
might be able to perform in the field from seeing their manoeuvres at a 
review would not be favourable, their movements being slow and devoid 
of precision. Their drill is evidently very slovenly, and the non-com- 
missioned do not appear to understand their duty much better than the 
gunners. The drivers are apparently too heavy for the horses ; which, 
though far superior to the Frepch, and well calculated to support fatigue 
at a slow pace, are too small and short-legged to be able to draw the 
guns through a heavy country, and incapa|^le of moving with rapidity. 

The English model of carriage and limber has been adopted, with the 
exc^ion of a pole instead of the shaft. The calibre of the guns is tj[)at 
of Irance, and is measured by centimeters. The formation of the bat- 
teries into 8 instead of 6 pieces is much criticised, and not adopted 
even in France. It is true that, in the latter part of the Moscow cam- 

K , Napoleon had recourse to this plan, but not until the number of 
iptains and superior officers of artillery was much reduced, anc] it be- 
came necessary to consolidate the batteries, by which there was a saving 
of 4 officers in 24 pieces. This might work well in an army such as that 
of Napoleon, where the dear-bought experience of daily combats from 
the Niemen to the Moskwa had afforded the subalterns and privates the 
experience of ten ordinary campaigns ; but with such inexperienced 
materials as those that constitute the Belgian, it is highly problematical 
whether the extension given to the batteries will not prove injurious. It 
is certainly economical, and brinss a .greater number of guns into fire 
with less charge to the country ; but aait is considered by experienced 
artillery officers a sufficient task for a captain to command 6 guns iiv 
fire, the addition of 2 more may fairly be calculated as likely to em- 
barrass young commaifders. 

The grand depdt of artillery and projectiles is at Tournay ; the foun- 
dry at Li^e. Among the latest productions of the latter it may not be 
irrelevant to mention an enormous mortar, the idea of which originated, 
we believe, with Col. Paixhans of the French artillery. It surpasses in 
Weight and calibre any piece of ordnance hitherto invented, save one or 
two that were cast by Mahomet II. The weight of metal employed 
exceeded 15,000 kilogrammes, or about 30,000 pounds; the diameter 
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of the bore is 22 inches 7 lines French ; the weight of the empty shall is 
950 poundsi and when filled 1050.*^ It succeeded perfectly in tiie 
^casting and proofs and was conveyed to Antwerp in a carriage purposely 
constructed for it, and arrived there on the Bth December. 

The uniform of the artillery is neat, much resembling that of the 
French. The appointments are all remarkably effective, and the con- 
struction of the limbers and carriages, though somewhat more clumsy, 
not less efficient than those of the English army. The gunneVs are not 
drilled to the musket as with us, and are for the most part extremely 
round-shouldered and heavy. But these minor details have been lost 
sight of in the more important question of equipping them for the fields 
Hitherto one brigade of horse artillery only has been organized. 


ENGINEERS. 

In speaking of the engineer department as it existed under the 
Netherlands* government, we stated that the number of Belgians was 
extremely limited, and that there was not one Belgian field officer ; so 
that, in fact. Captain Goblet was promoted almost immediately to the 
rank of general-major and inspector-in-cliief of fortifications. The Bel- 
gian engineers are divided into two classes — staff and troops, or sappers 
and miners. The number of the former amounts to 47. Of these 1 
general-major, 2 colonels-inspectors of fortifications, 5 lieutenant-colonels, 
directors or commandants of fortresses, 7 majors-commandant, 7 captains 
commanding fortresses or on the staff of their superiors, 21 lieutenants, 
and 2 lieutenants acting as aides-de-camp or attached to different 
fortresses, and lastly, 4 cadets serving as lieutenants. Many of these 
field officers are at present ppstec} to divisions of the active army, or are 
employed on different points of Flanders or Brabant, in order to 
superintend the erection of the redoubts, l6tes du pont, and other field 
works, which have been thrown up in almost every accessible direction 
upon the roads leading from Holland to Brussels. To the staff of the 
engineers are attached 34 “ gardes,*’ with the rank of serjeant-majors 
and Serjeants. They act as store-keepers, clerks, and sub-inspectors, 

Thp troops of the engineer department consist of a battalion of 6 
companies of sappers and miners, commanded by a lieutenant-colonel 
and major, included in the staff. One of these two officers is placed at 
the head of the military academy. The strength of the companies 
amounts to 2 captains, 3 lieutenants, 3 drummers, 6 serjeants, 6 cor- 
porals, and one serjeant-major, — in all 157 men. Of these 50 are volun- 
teers, the remainder are militia-men. From the utter state of disorganiza- 
tion into wliich this corps was thVown by the revolution, and from the 
qualifications necessary to render it efficient, it has made less progress 
Uian any other. Its total force coxfsists in 77 officers and 1054 non- 
commissioned and rank and file. 

The pay and allowances of this department will be found in Appen- 
dix E. The uniform is simple, and the equipment of the men in march- 
ing differs from the artillery only in tlie musket. 

- I ■ fi> ■■ ■ 

* Since writing the above this vast piece of onlnance has been tried at Antwerp. 
It has been found to answer perfectly, the shell being charged with pounds of 
powder. It was placed at the distance of 600 metres from the citadel, and fired 
with a charge of 16 pounds. We shall reserve a more minute description for 
another Number* 
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INSPECTORS OF CAVALRY AND REMOUNT. 

This branch of the service is at present intrusted to a board of threb 
officers under the superintendence of a colonel. The commissioners 
make an account with contractors, who employ agents in Holstein, 
Hanover, and other parts of Germany ; and hitherto the result has been 
highly satisfactory ; the general run of the horses being of a superior 
description to those of the? French. The prices allowed by government 
are, for cuirassiers 600 francs ; for the guides 550 ; light cavalry 500 ; 
foot artillery 530, horse artillery 600. It may be as well to mention 
here, that inspectors-general of cavalry and infantry will be appointed 
as soon as the troops retire into cantonments. 

INTENDANT Q^ENERAl’s OFFICE. 

The functions of the intendant are principally confined to auditing and 
controlling the accounts of regiments : hitherto they have been charged 
also with the payment of troops and superintendence of issues of pro- 
visions. The contractors are, however, responsible to the minister, with 
whom they negotiate direct. 

SCHOOL OF CADETS. 

The military school is not yet formed on any solid basis. A law to this 
effect is about to be presented to the Chamber. Hitherto a few young 
men have been admitted as cadets, after a proper examination ; and they 
are instructed with a view of placing them as lieutenants of artillery or 
engineers. 

PONTON BRIGADE. 

A company of pontons has been fo/nxed. The boats are on the im- 
proved French model, and were worked at the Litfge foundry. The brigade 
is completely horsed, equipped, and manned, with an effective of XS7 
men and 200 horses, at an annual expense of 71,000 francs. The 
pay and appointments are the same as those of the artillery. 

DISTRIBUTION OF ARMY. 

The army is at present divided into that of observation and reserve, 
forming, altogether, seven divisions, exclusive of depots and gai^'isons. 
The active army consists of five divisions. The first, commanded by 
Lieutenant-General llurel, is composed of 2 brigades of infantry, 1 of 
light cavalry, a regiment of partisans, and 24 field-pieces, — about 

17.000 men. The second, by Lieutenant-General Durivie, consists of 
2 brigades of infantry, 1 of light cavalry, and 32 field- pieces, — about 

16.000 men. The third division, Lieutenant-General Goethels, is formed 
of 1 brigade of infantry, 1 of mobilised civic guard, a heavy brigade of 
cavalry, and 24 field-pieceB,-r-about 16,000 men. ^The fourth division, 
Lieutenant-General Daine, has 1 brigade of infantry, 1 of civic guards, 
and 24 field-pieces, — about 16,000 men. The fifth division, intended 
to be conmosed of cavalry, is not concentrated ; giving a total of about 

68.000 effectives and 104 field-pieces. The army of reserve is formed 
of the sixth division, Major-General Niellon, comprising some of the fifth 
battalions^of line and several battalions of civic guards, — about 12,000 
pjen with 24 field-pieces. The seventh division, in Antwerp, is formed from 
a brigade of line, some fifth battalions, and several corps of civic guards, 
miJ^ 24 field-pieces, — about 12,000 mens giving, altogether, about 
92»000 effective bayonets and sabres and 152 field-pieces, exclusive of 
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a battery of horse artillery, reserves^ dopOts^ and garrisons. Brigades, 
of which there are 7, are composed of 2 regiments each, with the 
exception of the first of the first division, which has 3 regiments. 

Belgium is divided into as many military governments as there are 
provinces. To each of these is appointed a general or colonel-com- 
» mandant, charged with the police and distribution pf the .garrisons. All 
reports are made to him and thepce communipated to the minister. 

In the foregoing sketch we do not pretend to perfect correctness ; nor 
has the past month been favourable for obtaining accurate documents. 
But we trust that the reader will, nevertheless, be enabled to form a 
tolerable judgment of the military organization of a country which has 
latterly occupied so vast a portion of European attention and interest. 

We have to acknowledge our obligations to the highest authority 
for the annexed official documents. 


Note . — In a former article, in speaking of the number of guns demanded by Nnpo^ 
leoii of General Kvaiii, we committed ait important error. We should have said, 
** sixteen hundred,*' and not six hundred — and in speaking of the nominal esta- 
blishment of the Belgium army, for “ 120,000 men/* read‘“ 110,0001X1911, exclusive 
of mobilised Civic Guard.’* 


APPENDIX A. 


STAFF. 

No. I. — Geneuai. Staff. 



N<n 

II,>rscs 

Pny 

per Ann. 

Kemarks. 

Lieut. -Generals • , • 

Majors 

Maj -Gens.'l Coinmandiiig 
C-olonels J Provinces . 

Colonels • 

Lieut.- Colonels . . . 

Major? 

Capts. 1st Class 

ditto, 2d do 

Lieutenants .... 

Total, General Staif 

5 

11 

3 

6 

5 

4 

5 

9 

2 

3 

12 

8 

8 

6 

6 

4 

4 

.S 

3 

3 

1 

These are all employed, 
and on full pay, which is 
calculated in francs. This 
lii>t does not comprise the 
Mlniste^of War, or the few 
French officers serving for 
the duration of the war. 

53 


No. 2.— Staff of GAitnisoNtf. 



• 

No. 

Pay 

per Ann. 

Bcmarka. 

Commandts. of Garrisons, 1 st class 
ditto ditto 2d class 

Maioi's de Place, 1st do. i 

(litto ditto 2d do. 

ditto ditto 3d do. 

Total Stkff of Garrisons 

1 

■ 

' A small sum is added 
for lodging-money &Aid ra- 
tions. 

64 
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N*o. 3 .— •Artillery Staev. 



No. 

Horses. 

Pay 

per Ann. 

Kemarks^ 

Colonels * « * • . 

Lieut.-Colonels * * • 

Majors 

Captains, 2d class • • 

Second Lieutenants • . 

Total, Artillery Staff 

1 

6 

4. 

4 

3 

3 


These officers are attach- 
ed to the head-quarter^ 
minister of nar, garrisons, 
or depots, and are exclusive 
of fidd batteries. 


No. 4. — KnaiNHBR Staff. 



No. 

Horses. 

‘ 

Pay 

per Ann. 

Remaiks., 

Colonels 

2 

6 

9.500 


Lieut.-Colone]8 . • • 

4 

■1 

7.100 


Majors ..•••• 

8 

■1 

6.300 


Captains, Ist class • • 


3 

5.050 

A small allowance added 

ditto, 2d class • . 


3 

2.950 

for rations and lodging- 

Lieutenants • . • . 


3 

VIUVI 

money. 

Second Lieutenants • . 


3 



Aspirants • • • • 





Total 

47 


Hi 



Intendant in chief • , 

ditto 1st class • 

ditto 2d class , 

Sub-Iutendantj Ut class 
ditto 2d do. 

Adjoiuts 

Aspirants • • • . 

Total 


No. 5 — iNTENDANbE. 


Ko. Home. 


11.600 
8.400 
6.300 
5.600 
3.800 
2 500 
1.480 

32 


Rmorlvs. 


RECAPITULATION OF STAFF, 



No. 

Remarks. 

General Staff * . • » 

Garrisons • • • • • 

Artillery . • • • » 

Engineers • * > • • 

Intendauce » . • i. 

Total, Staff 

53 

64 

29 

47^ 

32 

These do not include 
aides-de-camp, or officers 
of ordnance who are borne 
on the strength of regts. 

(f 

245 
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APPENDIX B. 

No. 1. — SrAVP ov Reoimrnt of Cavalry. 



No. Horses. 

Fay 

per Ann. 

Colonel • « • 

6 

8.400 

Lieiit.'Colonel • . 

4 

6.300 

Majors .... 

3 

5.500 

Captain-Instructor . 

2 

3.800 

Capt.-Adi.-Major , 

Lieut -Adjutant . 

• 3 

3.800 

3 

3.550 

Sub Lieut, ditto . 

2< 

3.450 

Paymaster . . . 

1 

1.900 

Capt..Quartermaster 

1 

2.9)0 

Lieut -Clothier . 

2 

1.600 

Standard-bearer 

.3 

2.9')() 

Surgeon-major • 

2 

3.3)0 

Surgeon , • 

2 

2.100 

Adjourh .... 

2 

1.480 

Veterinary, 1st class 

2 

2.100 

ditto 2d class 

1 

1.480 


Remarks. 


Pay in Francs. 
These Officers not borne 
on strength of Squadron 
Estabhslunoiit. Sec No. 2. 


Total 19 


No. 2. — Kstadlisiiment of Squadiion of Cavalry. 



No 

|l 

gS 

• Tipop 
Horses 

OIIhch’ 

P.i> 

XK'r Ann. 

Tioops’ 

Pay 

X)or iJay 

Remarks. 

Capt.-Commandaiit 
ditto Second 

Lieut. 1st 
ditto 2(1 • 

Serjt.-Mtjor • 
Sergeants . . 

Seij?.-Q uartermaster 
2(1 Quartermaster 
Corporals 

Troupers mounted 
ditto dismounted 
Farriers . 

Trumpets • • 

Total 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

8 

1 

1 

16 

120 

16 

3 

3 

3 

3 

6 

.2 

1 

8 

1 1 
1 

16 

120 

3 

3 

2.200 

1.800 

1.400 

1.200 

• 

1.05 
85 
85 1 
80 
45 
35 
35 
35 
65 

The pay is calcu- 
lated in guilders. 

Strength of squad- 
ron mounted, at full 
establishmeut— • 

Officers, N.C., Trum- 
peters, &c. 161. 

177 

24 

153 


No. 3.— Expense per Heqiment op Cavalry. 

• Francs. 

Guides « # • • « 810.400 

Chasseurs • • • « 1.703.500 

Lancers » » • • • • 1.724.200 

Cuirassiers • « • • • 1.850.000 


aS.JounM.No.51.FEB. 1833. 
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APPENDIX C. 


No. 1.— Stapf op a Regiment of Infantry not appearing in Battalion State* 



IS'o. 

Pay 

per Aim. 

Pay 

per Day. 

IS 

Remarks. 

Colonel . . • . 

1 

7.400 


4 


Lieut.* Colonel . • • 

1 

5.900 


3 


C apt .-Adj .-Major 

1 

2.950 


1 


Capt.-Quartermaster • 

1 

2.950* 




Lt.-Inspector of Clothing. 

1 

1.690 




Lt.- Armourer . • 

1 

1 woo 



Fay calculated in 

Lt.-Standard-Bearer 

1 

1.900 



iSurgeon-Major • • 

1 

3.350 


1 

francs. 

Drum-Major . • 

1 


1.37 



Serjt,- Master-Tailors 

3 


74 



Serjt.-Bnggage-Master . 

1 


1.37 



Barrack -Serjt. . • 

1 


1.37 



Musicians . • • . 

14 





Total 

28 



9 



No. 2. — Full Kstablisiiment of a Battalion of Six Companies. 




Major • . , 

1 

Lieut.-A<lj .-Major 

1 

Paymahter , , 

1 

Surgeon , , 

1 

Captains . . 

6 

Lieutenants . 

18 

Adj. N. C. . . 

1 

Serjt .-Major 

f> 

Serjeants , , 

24 

Qiiarteimaster Serjt. 

1 

Drum-Corporal , 

1 

Corporal . , 

48 

R.&F. . . . 

768 

Total por Batt. 

877 


5.900 3 

2.500 1 

1.900 1 
2.100 1 


The pay calculated 
in French francs. 



No. 3 . — ^Total Effective on Full Es’taiilisiiment of a Regiment op 
Five Companies. 
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No. 

Officer’s 

Pay 

per Ann. 

Soldier’s 
Pay 
per Day 

Remarks. 

Captain • 

Lieut. 1 st • 

ditto, 2d • 

Serjeant-Major • 
Serjeant 

Quartermaster • 
Corporals • • 

Soldiers • • 

Drummers • 

Total 

1 

1 

2 ‘ 
1 

4 

1 

8 

128 

2 

148 

1b 400 
900 
7O0 

1 

• 

85 

65 

65 

35 
[ 25 

30 - 

The pay is calcu- 
lated in guilders of 
12^ to the pound 
sterling. * 

Grenadiers and 
Light Infantry re- 
ceive an addition of 
about per, day. 


No, 5. — Totai. Annual Exi'endituue fok One Regiment of Infantry, 


Pay , 

Clothing , 
Repairing cross-belts, &c. 
Premium fur 150 Volunt 
Orderly-Room expenses 
Barracks » 

Rations . • . 

Route money . 


FlMIlCI • 

1.290.140.10 

376.335.35 

5.276.84 

6.300 

18.380 

18.980 

441.124.66 

1.457.05 


or 82,700/. sterling. 


Total, 2.167,000.00 


Rcmaiks. 

Government deducts from each man 
per day — 

C’enls. 

leaving the private 10 centimes, or 
about 1 Jt/. per day. 

The sum deducted for clothing is 
called the mussj'*" and on settling 
accounts, should any remain over, it 
IS Returned to the soldier. 


Note * — Deducting 608,000 francs as the sum held back from the soldier by Govern- 
ment, it leaves the gross outgoiing ^t 1,500,000, or 60,000/. in round numbers,— 
Taking 71 as the number of bat&lions, including partisans, we have the total expense 
of infantry, 852,000/., exclusive of arms and ammunition, or about 12,000/. per bat- 
talion of 877 men. 


APPENDIX D, 

No. 1. — Establishment of Regiment of Artillery, 


Consisting of 13 UattiTies and 1 Depot Company. 


• 

No. 

V 

£ ,a 
1 ^ 

P.iy each 
I»pr Alin. 
nancH. 


No. 

<n 

fH-d 
S b> 

B w 

Pay 

pci Day. 
tium-b. 

Colonel . 

1 

6 

8.400 

Adj. Non. Com. . 

2 

1 

2.32 

Lieut.- Colonel . 

1 

4 

6. .300 ‘ 

Trumpet-Maj. . 

1 

1 

1.79 

Majors , . • 

5 

4 

5.500 

Mastci M'oikmen 

4 


74 

Capt.-Adj .-Major . 

1 

3 

3.350 1 

Serj -Majors . . 

14 

1 

2.11 

Lieut, ditto . • 

1 

3 

2a750 ' 

Adj. of Bcitteiy . 

13 

1 

2.11 

Capt.-Q uai ter master 

1 

1 

2.950 1 

Seijcants .... 

123 

1 

1 .69 

Capt.- Instructor •. 

1 

2 

3.350 1 

’ Quart evmasters , 

14 

1 

1,69 

Paymasters * . 

2 

1 

1.90T) 

Coiliorals . , . 

110 


95 

Lieut.-Clothier . 

1 

1 

1.690 , 

Trumpeters . . . 

41 

1 

1.26 

Surgeon- Major . 

1 

1 

3.350 ' 

Wheelwrights . . 

13 


84 

Surgeon 

1 

1 

2.100 

Saddlers . , 

14 


74 

2d Surgeons . 

13 

1 

1.480 

Smiths .... 

13 


84 

I st Veterinary , 

1 

1 

2.100 

Carpenters . . 

13 


84 

2d ditto . 

13 

1 

1.480 

F.urier.s . . . . 

27 


74 

Captains, 1 st class . 

14 

3 

4.^00 

Giiiiiiers, Zst class 

343 

a 

74 

Captains, 2d do , 

13 

3 

3.350 

* ditto, 2d class 

715 


• 63 

Ist Lieutenantjf 

27 

3 

2.500 

Drivers .... 

1313 

• 

74 

2<l Lieutenants » 

28 

3 

2.100 





Lieut.-lnstructor . 

■1 

m 

mil 




• 
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No. 2 . — Establishment op a Company op Foot Autii.leby om Wab Footino, 




Pay 

6-pounderB. 

12-pounders. 

No. 

Horses. 

per Day 







per Man. 


Horses. 

Horses. 



francs. 





Captain • • 

2 


Guns • . . . 

36 


48 

1st Lieut. . 

4 


Howitzers . . 

12 


12 

2d ditto . 

4 


Ammunit.Wag. 

48 


60 

Surgeon 

1 


Forge Cart . . 

6 


6 

Vet. Surgeon 

1 


Sparc Limbers 

12 


12 

Adjutant, N. C.| 

1 

2.32 

Spare Tumbrils 

12 


12 

Seijt.>Major . 

1 

2.11 





Serjeants . . < 

8 

l.CO 

21 

1 134 

21 1 

162 

Quartermaster 

1 

1.69 





Corpora’s • , 

8 

95 

In Reserve, 8 Horses, 4 of In Reserve, 

TrnmjHits . . 

2 

1.26 

which harnessed to 

spare 

1 2 Horses, 

Saddler . • 


74 

limbers. 


&c. 

Wheelwright , 


84 





Smith . . • 


84 

Note — All incrcaso of 12 gunners, 15 

Carpenter . . 


84 

drivers, and 26 horses, added to Twelve- 

Fanier . , . 


74 

Pounder Brigade. 




Gunners . . 


74 





Drivers • . . 

134 

74 

Total of each D.\tU 

1 (illlH 1 

'r>’. 

Men. 

Horse 




Twelve-Pounder 

8 

208 

176 

Total 181 

150 


Six-Pounder . . . 

8 

181 

150 


No. 3.— Evfectivfa of RFsaiMENT OF Artillery. 

Hlen, . 2899 • • fexpense of pay, 1 . 137.729,60 francs 

Horses, 2913 . . Total Expense, ^3 .790.000.00 .. 

Note . — There also exist three battalions called De Siege,” of six companies each, 
making ail elective of 1,347 men, and 59 horses; the expense of which amounts to 
2,014,500 francs. 


APPENDIX E. 

ENGINEERS. 

The Staff are paid the same a.s Artillery. 


Establishment of Battalion of Sappers and Miners. 



No. 

N 

33 3 

Pay 

per Ann. 


No. 

Pay 

per Day. 

Lieut. -Colonel . 

1 

2 

6.300 

Adj. N. C. . 

1 

2.32 

Major . . 

1 

2 

5.500 

Standard-Bearer 

1 

2.32 

Capt.-Adj -Major 

1 

1 


Drum -Corporal 

1 

1.16 

Lieut.-Qii.irterin. 

1 

0 


Ma&ter-W orkmen 


.95 

Lieut. Clothier . 

1 


1.G90 

Seijt.-Mnjors 


1.90 

Surgeon 

1 

1 

2.100 

Serjetints • 

36 

1.69 

Assist .-Surgeon . 

1 

1 

1.480 

Quartermasters • 

6 

1.69 

Captains, 1 st class 

6 

3 

4.200 

Coqxirals , 

48 

0.93 

ditto, 2(1 do. 

6 

3 

2.950 

Vice- Corporals . 

36 

0.74 

Lieutenants . 

12 

2 

Killilil 

Drummers . 

18 

0.74 

Sub-Lieutenants 

6 

2 

1.680 

Sappers, 1st class 

1.50 

74 





ditto 2(1 ditto 

150 

63 

Total, Officers 

37 



ditto 3d ditto 

600 

63 





Total, R.&F. 

1054 
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RECAPITULATION OF ESTABLISHMENT. 


Cavalry. Infantry. 



T 

1 

Men. 1 

1 


1 

V 

■J 

p 

Guides • • • 

4 

720 

BBnl 

1 Line* • « 

12 



1st and 2d Lancers . 

14 

2460 

2280i 

Chasseurs • 

3 

•12 


1st andIZd Lt. Dragoons 

14 

2480 


Partisans 

2 

2 

inBti 7 

Cuirassiers 

9 

irnilo 


Civic Guards • 


34 


Gens d’Armes 

3 

540 

K||T{] 








Total 



89.280 

Total 

44 

7820|7160 






Artillery. 

Field Batteries • • men, 2899 

Garrison Battalions • . . ditto, 1347 


4246 

Exclusive of Ambulance, Transport-train, &c., giving about 1200 men more. 


Pontoon Brigade. 


One Company . . men, 137 

Engineers. 

One Battalion, — ^Toial Staff, kc. &c. • 1131 


GENERAL RECAPITULATION. 


staff 

. • • iW5 

Infantry , , 

, 89,280 

•Cavalry • . 

. 7,820 

Artillery , • 

. 5,446 

Pontoon Brigade . 

. 137 

Engineers 

. 1,001 

• 

104,019 


Rt'markB. 


To this may be added invalid com- 
panies, depots, hospital-btaff and agents, 
workmen and artillery of Civic Guards, 
making about 110,000. 


Since writing the above, a law (or anet6 rojal) has been promulgated, fixing the 
pay and allowances of the army on a permanent footing. It coincides in almost all 
essentials with the tables wc have given, and show's our statement to be nearly cor- 
rect. This law has foice fioin the 1st of Jan. of the present year, and we arc bound 
to say it furnishes a most stuking proof of the prudent administration of the War 
Minister, and of the liberality and paternal caie of the government. Having stated 
that there was no “ Widows’ Fund,” we eagerly seize this op^iortunity of correcting 
our error, as the law in question amply prmides for widows and children under age, 

at the following rate; — • 

, Francs. Funeral 

* perAniflim. Expensci. 

Widows of Lieut-Geiierals . . 1690 .... 4.30 

,, Major-Generals • • 1480 . • . • 430 

,, Colonels • • • 1270 • • • • 320 

,, Lieut -Colonels and Majors 1060 *. • •• • 320 

, , Captains • * • 650 • • • • 220 

, Lieut, 1st and 2d 640 • « « # • 220 
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SPAIN, 

BITIONAL DEOUMB COINCIDENT VVITH THE DECAY OF BEH 
MILITARY POWER. 

Tnt tlie whole rangi3 of either awcient or modem civilization, there is 
no country richer in the Iiistorical associations, which engage attention and 
excite sympathy, than the “ renowned, romantic land” of Spain. In 
the eventful volume of military story no one page more abounds in 
matter of deep and anxious interest, than that which records the varied 
fate and chequered fortunes of the Peninsula, during a period of more 
than two thousand years. It is not altogether that the imagination is 
excited at the contemplation of the extent and splendour of the dominion 
Spain had once attained to, and tliat wc delight in tracing through all 
its stages the energy which could spread itself wide over the western 
world, and far into the regions of the east, at one and the same time. 
It was indeed tlie boast ot Philip II. that on his dominions the sun never 
set : yet cannot the Spanisli empire, even of his day, wliethev wo regard 
the character of the different parts, or tiie magnificence of the whole 
fabric, bear comparison with that which a few years of rapid and bril- 
liant conquest reared for the king of Maccdon : or with the more ma- 
tured and solid structure, tlie slow but sure growth of Roman courage 
and determination in the course of seven centuries : or even with tlie 
political edifice which lias risen, broad and high, on the foundations of 
llritish wisdom and valour. 

But if it be not the great extent of territory or amount of population, 
once subjected to the Spanisli sceptre, that attracts deep notice from the 
historical student, still less can it be the ieng'ih of period during which 
the monarchy retained its power and its lustre. The Spanish crown 
stequired no very pre-eminent splendour till near the commencement ot 
the sixteenth century ; and before its close, already bad it suflered partial 
eclipse, and an obscuration from which it never afterwards completely 
recovered. The year 149:^, which was dibtinguished by the cxtpulsion 
of the Moors from their last stronghold in tlic kingilom of Grenada, and 
saw likewise a new world discovered and impressed with the token of 
Ferdinand’s sovereignly, did certainly give promise of a long as well as 
illustrious era of glory ; and yet in less than a century were seen omi- 
nous indications of the decline of Spanish jiower. The destruction of 
the Armada was a death-blow to the naval strength of Spain, and her 
armies in the Netherlands had only reaped failure and defeat from every 
effort to crush the rebellion, which the t}vannical bigotry of the Duke 
of Alva had created. But, if we except the sixteenth century, the period 
of meridian glory, and the reigns of the first tlirce kings of the Bourbon 
family, when Spain was visited with some'beams of returning prosperity, 
the record of her fortunes might lead us to consider her, from the time 
she first occupies a place; in authentic history, to the present moment, as 
under some adverse influence, rendering the possession of the highest 
, natural ad^^antages useless or mischievous. 

It is, liowrver, this very circumstance! x)f tlue great disproportion be- 
tween the fortune she has almost uniformly experienced, and that to 
which Nature and Providence would seem to have entitled W — it is, we 
say, the very infelicity of her lot which communicates an interest bo 
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intense to the details of Spanish history. Tlie elements of prosperity 
and greatness, which have been measured out to Spain with so liberal a 
hand — the extent of her available territory — the fertility of her soil — 
her inexhaustible mineral wealth — ^her favourable position for carrying 
on intercourse with the new world or the choicest parts of the old, 
should, we might expect, have placed her at the liead of most other 
nations, in commerce, manufactures, and all the sources and accompa- 
niments of wealth, power, and civilization. ’Every age, too, has evinced 
chivalrous honour and dauntless heroism to be an essential j^art of the 
Spanish character. At all times has the Spaniard shown himself pos- 
sessed of a spirit which no adversities could subdue — of an energy of 
purpose and firmness of determination which could hold out under every 
disadvantage of circumstances, and every accumulation of misfortune. 
That a people, so highly favoured, bbth in point of external condition, 
and of mental and moral qualification, should yet have enjoyed so small 
a share of national pro'jperity, and possessed for so short a period poli- 
tical importance, may well assurer us that “ the race is not always to tlic 
swift, nor yet the battle to the strong/’ 

Spain has successively borne the yoke of the Carthaginian, the Roman, 
the Goth, and the Moor : but we know, notwithstanding, that this repeti- 
tion of conquest can be ascribed to no want of a brave and determined 
spirit in her inhabitants. To secure a firm footing in the Peninsula, it 
cost Carthage, even in the zenith of her power, twenty years of conti- 
nued warfare, supported with her undivided resources, and conducted by 
her three great military commanders, Hamih ar, Asdrubal and Hannibal, 
in succession. Carthaginian ascendancy was of short continuance : all 
traces of it were obliterated before the conclusion of the second Punic 
war. But though Rome s© •soon succeeded in su])planting her rival, it 
was only after the lapse of two centuries, and when Augustus had 
Tlirected the whole force of tlie empire to llie task, that the complete 
subjection of Spain was elfected. In the interval, we meet with many 
an effort, long and well sustained, on the part of tlie natives, to vindicate 
their r^hts, and establish their independence. Year after year were the 
veterans of the Republic driven back over the Ebro with dreadful loss and 
coit^plete discomfiture. We need not remind the reader of the total 
defeat of a Roman force of 30,000 men, with the slaughter of two-thirds 
of the whole, by a mere handful of Numantines, nor what determination 
signalized the defence of their city against 60,000 troops, commanded 
by Scipio, the overthrower of Carthage. But, perhaps, the clearest 
perception of what ancient Spain might have accomplished, with the 
energies of the population and^he resources of the country concentrated, 
is obtained from the fact that Sertorius maintained his ground there for 
ten years, in defiance of the who^e power of the Roman empire. The 
ablest and most successful geilerals of tlie mistress of the world, one after 
another retired from the contest, baffled and defeated, and Melellus, and 
even Pompey himself, were among those who sought for safety in the 
neighbourhood of the Pyrenees. * 

For the first four centuries of the Christian era, Spain enjoyed the 
repose naturally resulting from complete incorporation witji Ac Roman ' 
empire ; but, in turn, she also shared hi the disadvantages of .the con- 
nexion. She participated in the general degeneracy of cheiracter which 
pav^d the way for the successful irruption of the no^bem nations, and 
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thus became an easier conquest to the Goths, who in the end established 
themselves firmly in the Peninsula. These conquerors soon coalesced 
with the nativeSi the distinctive peculiarities vanished, and. by mutual 
intermarriages, as well as by the use of similar customs and institutions, 
the two races had altogether become one people, before the invasion of 
the Moors, near the commencement of the eighth century. 

It was internal dissension and the treachery of a faction that first 
introduced the Saracens into' Spain. That these champions of religion, 
who, within^’a century from their first assumption of the sword, were 
able to communicate a lasting impress of their valour and of their faith 
to the whole extent of Asiatic civilization — that these fanatical and expe- 
rienced warriors, availing themselves of the mutual hostility of parties 
among the Spanish people, should have gained the superiority, and have 
long held it, once acquired, is surely not a circumstance to give rise to 
any feeling derogatory to the manly character of tlie subjugated nation. 
Such a feeling, indeed, we are forbidden to entertain, by the heroic 
tone which distinguishes the voice of Spanish liistory for the seven foh 
lowing centuries. No struggle for liberty was ever conducted through* 
out with the same unbending determination and unfailing perseverance 
that characterized the continuous and uninterrupted efforts of Spain 
for so lengthened a period, to expel the African intruder from her shores. 
No contest ever called forth minds of more powerful intellect, and of 
nobler purpose — none could lead to displays of purer patriotism, or acts 
of more devoted bravery. The Spaniard of to* day reverts with pride 
and exultation to the deeds of his fathers, and the national ballads still 
celebrate the triumphs of tlie Cross over the waning crescent : 

“ Teems not each ditty with the glorious tale ?” 

On a first view, it might reasonably 'ajiptfar a remarkable exception 
to the moral laws which regulate the course of human affairs, that a 
country, abounding in the means of prosperity and greatness, possessed 
by a brave and high-spirited population, should, for so many successive 
ages, have been pressed down by foreign dominion ; and that even on 
occasions when an old master could no longer retain his hold, it;, should 
not have succeeded in loosing its neck from the yoke, and preventing the 
reins from falling into other hands. But the fact ceases to involve a 
mystery when we consider that, with the exception of the period, nearly 
a century, during which the Gothic monarch liad sway over the whole 
peninsula, we have hardly another instance of the consolidation of 
Spain’s resources, at least for her own benefit, previous to the reign of 
Ferdinand V. Division and disunion were, therefore, the sources of her 
weakness, and her efforts to assume her rightful place among the na- 
tions had failed, because there had been no simultaneous and continued 
exertion of her whole slrengtli—nolhyig but the occasional outbreak of 
isolated and unsupported acts of lieroism'. The memorable occasion to 
which we have already alluded, when the undivided power of the penin- 
sula was employed in it^ own defence, furnishes eminent proof that the 
concentration 'of its means was alone wanting to confer independence, 
glory, and empire. While Sertorius lived, to apply with effect the 
^ capabilities pf Spain, and to keep up in the public mind a unanimous 
feeling of resistance to Roman domination, how often was the eagle— 
had risen on the wings of victory over every other -Aeld— seen to 
^grtjpefrom the Spanish conflict with drooping pinion and broken spirit.! 



In like manner, in the interval from the time when the whole penin- 
sula was first brought under subjection to the Gothic throne, to the inva- 
sion of the Moors, Spain is allowed to have made rapid strides towarda 
civilisation as well as power. Her progress would undoubtedly have 
been greater had it not been for the complete disorganization, imme- 
diately preceding, which barbarian invasion had produced in every part 
of the Roman empire ; but even so, there is no ground for believing 
that the Moors could have secured a position in Spain, but for the base 
treachery of the party that, rather than see the rival faction friumphant, 
preferred throwing their country into infidel and hostile hands. Neither 
is there any room for imputation on the warlike qualities of the national 
character in the circumstances, connected with the commencement of 
foreign usurpation in Spain at any antecedent period. It was the divi- 
sion of the Spanish people into a hum her of distinct and independent 
petty states, that permitted Carthage to subjugate them, one after an- 
other, till, by a course of successive acquisition, she had become mistress 
of the finest provinces. Tlie conquests made by this power passed di- 
rectly over to the Romans, who proceeded in a similar manner to reduce 
the remainder of the peninsula by attacking the separate states in detail, 
an object, by the way, which was not entirely accomplished till the age 
of Augustus. When the northern nations made their first inroads into 
Spain, the country, it is true, was' no longer split into a multiplicity of 
detached political communities, but a change had taken place still more 
fatal to its interests, and more favourable to the views of an invading 
enemy. Tiie natives had been sunk, as it were, in a lethargy, for the 
four centuries previous ; they had felt the eflects of a long stagnancy — 
the tranquillity which they had enjoyed was not the consequence of pre- 
cautionary measures of delienco* by which they were prepared for danger, 
wherever or whenever it might appear, but it wiis the mere result of 
their connexion with that vast empire whose very name afforded protec- 
tion even when it could no longer give real assistance. At no period of 
their history, therefore, do the people of Spain stand lower in the 
scale military merit tlian at the overtlirovv of Roman power. 

When we inquire, then, into the causes why the emancipation of the 
Spl&nish nation from the tyranny of foreign usurpation was elfceted little 
more than three centuries ago, we find the tardiness in achieving their 
independence to be attributable to no deficiency in the qualities of a noble 
and manly spirit, but to the want of a united applicalion of the great 
capabilities both of the country and the po])ulation. Spain re(|uired, in 
a word, a firmly- established government, whose supremacy should have 
been acknowledged through l|^e length and breadth of her territory, and 
whose summons might have called into operation, and directed to the 
accomplishment* of one and the same object, the total aggregate of 
her resources. Had she uniformly enjbyed the advantage of a single 
sovereign power, consulting for her interests, instead of being broken 
into many distinct* self-governed states, or forming an appendage to an 
overgrown empire, the history of Spain miglit Piave presented a very dif- 
ferent aspect from what it now does. She might, in that case, have 
defied the naval pre-eminence of Carthage ; she might, wb are even 
ready to say, recollecting what Sertorius did with Spain— have kept her 
ground firm» and finally successful against the imperial Regions ; she 
might have converted the Pyrenees into an insuperable barrier against 
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the savage hdrdes of the north— she might have fought all her battles 
with her African antagonist on his own shore, and beaten him on hia 
own ground. 

In fact/no sooner did the one sceptre possess sway from the Pyrenees 
to the Mediterranean, than Spain quickly proceeded to give proof of the 
great accession made to lier ability and energy, by the political change 
she had undergone. She stretched her lengthened arms across the 
Atlantic, and added a mighty continent to her dominions. In less than 
a century after she was the only Euroi)ean nation mistress of an eastern 
empire. In Sicily, and Sardinia also, still floated her standard, while 
allegiance was at the same time paid to the Spanish crown both by the 
kingdom of Naples, which had first submitted to the conquering arms 
of Ferdinand V., and by the Milanese, who had been subjected by 
Charles V. The authority of Spain over the Netherlands wc do not 
mention, because her title to them arose merely from an accidental 
matrimonial connexion witli the House of Austria, and the acquisition 
of them, therefore, cannot fairly be considered as .additional evidence of 
the strengtli and vigour that at one period characterised the movements 
of Spanish power. 

But, in a comparatively short time, these characteristics of ability and 
force were no longer visible in the policy of Spain. Symptoms of de*' 
dine had become manifest even prior to the death of Philip II. ; but 
from this event to the accession of the Bourbon dynasty, there was only 
given to the world repeated, and still accumulating proof, th.at her arm 
was daily becoming more nerveless and less able to wield the sceptre 
lately swayed with such conspiouous energy. During this interval she 
lost half her possessions in the Netherlands, and to the subsequent assist** 
ance, afforded more than once by these vci-y provinces, which had wrested 
from her an acknowledgment of their independence, she was materially 
indebted for the preservation of the remainder. About the same time, 
England inflicted a terrible blow on her supremacy in tlie Western 
world, by several important acquisitions, especially the capture of Ja- 
maica; and previous to this the Dutch republic had deprived hereof her 
chief settlements in the East. Before the close of the Austrian dynasty, 
Portugal also liad ceased to be an adjunct to the Spanish crown ; and 
finally, to complete the measure of Spain’s humiliation, the latter pan of 
Charles Il.’a reign saw three foreign powers, without the least right of 
interference, agree upon a project for parcelling out the whole of her 
dominions, in accordance merely with the views of their mutual policy, 
and without any reference to the wishes of the monarch or the nation, 
whose prerogative was thus deliberately attacked. 

When wc look for the causes of so rapid a descent from grandeur and 
power, the Inquisition strikes our view,|i8 the prominent and chief one. 
It was this that gave uncontrollable ascehdancy to a church, which, at 
all times noted for the depth and consistency of its policy, has invariably 
treated every other consideration as of minor importance, in comparison 
with its own elevation, and has too often succeeded in subjecting the 
temporal to the spiritual power. This secret tribunal soon attained a 
jurisdiction ajid influence the most unlimited, and in proportion to the 
extent of*its power was the terror ^created by its very name. No caution 
or vigilance,'- not innocence itself, was a security against, its inviuble 
atUteks. Its concealed agents were everywhere on the watch to discaver 
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the remotest tendency to that heresy, which, though the ostensible 
ground of impeachment, was, in truth, llie convenient device through 
which inquisitorial vengeance reached it^ object. The Inquisition, there- 
fore, was not only a point of union to the ecclesiastical power, but a 
mighty engine wherewith to undermine all rival interests. Through its 
operation the civil government of Spain *was, to a certain extent, de- 
prived of the supremacy, and, ^at times, mi^ht be justly considered as 
the organ for executing the plans and realizing the policy of Church. 
There was thus behind the throne a power greater than the throne — 
there existed an irresistible, though unseen influence, not unfrequently 
assuming the control of the royal councils, and working for the adop- 
tion of measures, in wliicli, if the national benefit was an object at all, 
it was only a subordinate one, while the chief aim was the advancement 
of ecclesiastical interests. 

From the first establishment of the Inquisition we can distinctly trace 
in the course of Spanish policy a deeper colouring of religious bigotry, 
and a more determined purpose to make the most important national 
considerations subservient to the aggrandizement of an artful and am- 
bitious hierarchy. In the expulsion of the Jews, who were the life 
and soul of Spanish commerce, we have proof that even the talent and 
sagacity of Ferdinand V. could not secure him against the artifices of 
ecclesiastical intrigue. The politic Charles V. himself, too, hardly 
escaped being made the dupe of his zeal for tlie spread of the Catholic 
faith. Had he not yielded in time to the necessity of adopting, with 
regard to the Netherlands, a more liberal policy than he had at first acted 
upon, even in his own reign might have burst forth the flame of rebellion, 
which, after all the efforts of the three succeeding monarchs to extinguish 
it, burned on, till it was coAVferCed into the more equable and steady light 
of independence. Into this edntest was Spain precipitated by her re- 
Tigious intolerance — a contest which continued for fifty years to drain 
her of her wealth and population — which cost Philip 1 1. the enormous 
Bum, for those days, of 20,000,000/. sterling, and the loss of successive 
armies^ the hlilc of Spanish chivalry ; and which, in the two following 
reigns, still demanded exertions so far beyond the strength, and con- 
triDiitions so far beyond the means, of the nation, that the result was 
the complete exhaustion of Spain herself, as well as the loss of what she 
had so long contended for. When we add, that this revolt of the 
Netherlands was tlie immediate cause of the fall of Spanish dominion in 
the East, — that it established the necessity for the over-taxation, which led 
to the rebellion and ultimiite independence of Portugal, — and that ano- 
ther consequence of the excessive pecuniary burdens imposed on S])ain 
for the support of the war in the ]NI ether lands, w^as an insurrection in 
Catalonia, and a* disastrous congest wi^h France ; the reader will, we 
presume, agree with us, that \\\e wretched state in which Charles II. 
left Spain, ought to be chiefly ascribed to the fatal ascendancy of an 
intolerant and intriguing church in her councys. It would be easy to 
swell the catalogue of national calamities flowing from tlie same source. 
Under Philip II. a rebellion in Spain, caused by religious persecution, 
cost the lives of 100,000 Moeffs, the most industrious and valuable of 
his subjects, and of 20,000 soldiers, flie flower of his army. * We ^^ll 
only mention further, that, by the last effort of ecclesiaencal tyranny 
tigidnsi the African population of Spain, 600,000 individualB were ex- 
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pelled ; who may be said almost literally to have carried with them the^ 
agricultural and manufacturing industry of the country. 

As the late period at which Spain acquired independence and political 
importance arose from the want of a single sovereign authority to give 
harmony and unity to the national exertions ; so have we just seen that 
the shortness of the day of grandeur which did follow her subjection 
to one monarchy, the rapidity of her decline from meridian glory, is tp 
be ascribed to the existence of an iniperiiim in imperio ^ — a power 
stronger than the government itself, and permitting the adoption of such 
measures only as met the views of the politico-religious establishment, 
which branched out and spread its influence into every corner of the 
Spanish dominions. 

But the events connected with the elevation of the Bourbons to the 
throne of Spain led to results proddetive of a favourable change in the 
position of the sovereign, and which had the cflect of restoring him to a 
portion, at least, of his due supremacy. The long and arduous struggle 
in which Philip V. had to maintain hi^ claims to the crown against the 
united strength of England, Austria, and Holland, roused the military 
spirit of the Spaniards, and placed a formidable army at the disposal of 
tlie government. The royal power, thus supported, was once more re- 
established in the ascendancy ; and the immediate consequence was, a 
new vigour infused into the political system of Spain, The contrast is, 
indeed, most striking between the energy of this and the imbecility of 
the last reign. The same nation which, under Charles II., had more 
than once owed its preservation from the rapacious ambition of Louis 
XIV. to the armed interpositiontof other powers, was beheld with amaze- 
ment despatching fleets and armies in every direction, oftentimes to victory 
and conquest, during the whole length almost-of tlie very next reign. The 
War of the Succession, which ended by *seating Philip V, firmly on the 
throne, was but a few years passed when, even in the face of an alliancb 
between England, Holland, France, and Austria, he boldly threw down the 
gauntlet to the emperor. Sardinia, the object of attack, was, within two 
months, in complete possession of the Spanish troops. Sicily was only 
saved from the same fate by Admiral Byng's defeat of the Spanish fleet 
in the bay of Naples. Philip, it is true, soon evacuated these islands, 
but not without obtaining an equivalent. The subsequent events of 
his reign, the lustre shed on the Spanish arms in the contest with the 
Barbary states; the wresting of Naples and Sicily from Austria, and 
their occupation by Don Carlos, Philip’s son, who was afterwards, by 
the treaty of Vienna, permitted to retain tiiem as a separate kingdom ; 
the able and successful defence of the Soi^th American colonies against 
the power of Great Britian; and the prodigious exertions of Spain, naval 
and military, in the war for the guan^ntee of the Pragmatic Sanction, 
all these abundantly prove the'^new spirit which re-animated her dor- 
mant powers from the time that the arm of the executive was strength- 
ened by the support of an etFective army. 

But at no 'period since the accession of the Bourbons, did Spain 
hold so distinguished a place among European powers as in the time 
of Charles ^1. How greatly she had increased in strength, appears 
conspicuously in the enlarged scale of her warlike operations in this 
reign. Eilrope was astonished at the powerful armaments which 
issued from the ports of Spain to defend her cause, -especially at those 
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directed against Britisli power during the North American War. The 
successes, also, which obtained a treaty from Portugal, advantageous to 
commerce, and conducive to the security of the possessions in South 
America : and the favourable peace concluded with England, who, at 
the conclusion of the war, which made her American colonies inde- 
pendent, ceded the Floridas with Minorca to Spain, have justly contri- 
buted to gain admiration and, give celebrity to the administration of 
Florida Blanca, the able adviser of Charles* III. But the commercial, 
not less than the warlike policy of this statesman gives evidence of an 
enlightened and comprehensive mind. He put an end to the monopoly 
of the American trade, whereby a few leading merchants of Cadiz had 
been enriched so long at the e^Tpense of the nation, and threw open 
this wide field of mercantile enterprise to the principal sea-ports of 
Spain. The treaties concluded with the Porte, the Barbary states, and 
with Portugal, were likewise important steps towards the development 
of Spain’s commercial resources ; and, for tlie attainment of this object, 
which he was so anxious to arrive at, the last of these treaties in par- 
ticular furnished great facilities. 

There is, however, another name, seldom heard of in connexion with 
the rapid advance of Spain to prosperity and influence under Charles 111., 
but which, nevertheless, has just claims to a considerable share of the 
feme which surrounds the memory of Florida Blanca. The individual 
to whom we allude is Count d’ Aranda. He was a member of the mili- 
tary profession, and had chief command of the Spanish army that in- 
vaded Portugal at an early period of the reign of Charles III. He 
first acquired the confidence of his sovereign by the ability he displayed 
in suppressing tlie insurrections of the year 1776, which were attributed 
to the secret instigation of^He Jesuits. He occupied a prominent place 
in the government fertile six following years, and was author of many 
great and valuable reforms, wliereby a foundation was laid for Florida 
Blanca’s success as minister. The exertions of d’ Aranda restored Spain 
to some degree of financial prosperity. The energy which pervaded 
the na^al and military departments under his administration, even ex- 
cited the apprehensions of Lord Rochford, at that time our ambassador 
at Madrid. His Lordship mentions, with concern, the increased efficiency 
of the army, as well as the great activity that prevailed in every dock 
and arsenal of Spain. The nation was also indebted to d’ Aranda for 
measures of a different character, but hardly inferior in point of public 
utility. He colonized the Sierra Morena with foreigners, mostly Pro- 
testants ; — he established schools for public instruction, the expulsion of 
the Jesuits having left Spain» unprovided in this respect ; — ^lie was, be- 
sides, the first who gave tlie world pn authorized return of the Spanish 
population. But to his successful effort^ for making the ecclesiastical 
subordinate to the civil power, and for diminishing the authority and 
influence of the Inquisition, do we wish to point especial attention. The 
court, which could alone take cognizance of th^ conduct of the clergy, 
was freed from Papal dictation, whereby its decisions had been hitherto 
controlled, and placed in closer connexion with the crowji. Other 
regulations, also, were introdifced, to ^ive the sovereign a firmer hold 
over his clerical subjects, and to make his authority really paramount 
throughout the whole nation. The Inquisition, especially, m,% submitted 
tc the pruning-knife, and stripped gf many of its usur^ powers ; and 
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tliough the pestilential tz'ee was not completely tdoted out, ^ n6 
longer did its branches send forth the same noxious influence, Altai alike 
to the energy of the government and the prosperitv of the peofde. It 
was by these refolrms, crushing tlie usurpations of the chui^h and raising 
the crown to its proper supremacy, that Aranda prepared the ground 
for that re-establishment of Spain’s greatness, to which the subsequent 
exertions of himself and of Florida Blanca were so successfully applied^ 

Our readers are aware liow quickly the picture was reversed when 
once Godoy obtained power. His profligate and imbecile administration 
soon banished ail appearances of the prosperity which the able advisers 
of Charles ill. had created ; and a thick gloom again hung over the de8-» 
tinies of Spain. Above all, the state of neglect, into which the army was 
permitted to fall, threw her, an almost unresisting prey, into the clutches 
of the French republic. The marine, tlie work of the preceding reign, 
received a severe blow in the decisive action off Cape St. Vincent, and 
a final and fatal one in the great battle of Trafalgar. Since then, Spain 
has continued to fall in political influence and retrograde in internal 
condition ; and. were it not for the persevering and glorious struggle, 
which, with the paramount 8up|)ort of England, she maintained against 
the unprincipled usurpation of Napoleon, and in which she strove to 
sustain her claim to the heroism and chivalry associated with her name 
in antecedent history, we would be inclined to say, that with Charles III. 
had died everything elevated and excellent in S 2 )ain. 

A connected view of the few leading points we have fixed on, leads 
us to distinguish two grand periods in Spanish history, the one sepa- 
rated from the other by the date of the final subversion of Moorish 
power in the Peninsula. The misfortunes of Spain in the former era 
arose from the numerous petty governnieftaiSj^arh of which had appro- 
priated a distinct and independent portion of her territory and popula-* 
tion. A necessary result of this arrangement was, want of union anA 
co-operation in the employment of her resources. In the latter period, 
though all Spain owed allegiance to one sovereign, the benefits, natu- 
rally following from concentration of the elements of wealth and«nower, 
were impeded and counteracted by the ascendancy of the ecclesiastical 
power, wliich overtopped and frequently controlled the throne itself. 
This predominant influence of the church we Imvc distinctly traced as 
the grand cause- of the rapid fall of the greatness of Spain. We have also 
seen, that the seasons when she was visited with the briglitcst glimpses 
of returning splendour, were likewise the limes when the civil povvet 
was strongest and most independent of the ecclesiastical. rAn emcient 
army, the offspring of the hard 8truggle‘»which placed the crown on 
the head of Pliilip V., became the instrument whereby his government 
was emancipated from a state of vassalage to the Catholic Cimrch, and 
enabled to adopt that bold and decisive line of jiolicy which did so 
much towards reinstating Spain in her former rank among nations. It 
was by a large military ipree, as well as by a more direct reduction of 
tlie overgrown dimensions of the spiritual power, that the government 
of Charley III. also acquired suflicient confidence in its own strength, 
to introduce fand carry through so md,nf important reforms in the in- 
ti^al administration. From the same Source came that decision and 
energy wbic^h marked the foreign policy of tliia reign, and procured 
greater advantages and a higher degree of respect and influeneo 
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than aha had received at the hands of other Btatea emce the time of 
Philip Ih 

, If, then, it be permitted us to apply to present circumstances a little 
of that instruction which we have derived from a careful and unbiassed 
perusal of Spain’s history ^if, thus qualified, we may suggest to the 
Spanish government, at this critical period, ~not any particular course 
of policy, but a preliminary step, without which no administration can 
proceed witli eifect and success to provide for the tranquillity and im- 
provement and happiness of the nation — we would say^ in the very first 
place, and prior to all other considerations, let measures be taken to 
make the royal authority de facto paramount. Persons who have been 
used to hear of the present King of Spain as the most absolute of 
despots may think we are now recommending to gild refined gold.*’ 
But, in reality, of all the European ^sovereigns, there is scarcely one, 
who has not enjoyed a larger share of independence of action in his 
public conduct, and a greater liberty to shape the policy of his govern • 
ment according to tlie dictates of his own judgment, or the counsels of 
a freely-selected ministry, than has fallen to the lot of Ferdinand VII. 
The Apostolicals, or Papists, have had the administration of the country 
in their hands, or at least under their control, for the greater part of the 
present reign ; and the despotic measures, which have been carried into 
effect in Ferdinand’s name, have, in truth, proceeded from the powerful 
party, to whose dictation he has been mostly obliged to submit. Occa- 
sionally he has, indeed, hesitated to go the extreme lengths which the 
violence of the Apostolicals would recommend, but it affords one some 
idea of their virtual supremacy, to observe, that the punishment assigned 
by them for these symptoms of independence was his own deposition, 
which they actually attempted to 1925, and the exclusion of his issue 
from the throne. Their desire to enforce the latter part of the penalty 
was very recently exhibited, and they appear prepared to sacrifice even 
the peace of the country to the accomplishment of their wishes. 

While the government remains thus, overborne and beaten down, it 
Were fi^ly to expect any other result than has invariably followed from 
such a state of things in all former periods of Spanish history. Let 
then this grand obstacle to national regeneration, first of all, be removed 
— let papistical tyranny be overthrown, and let the same instrument be 
used, which has often before been successfully employed* for a similar 
purpose. Let there be organized and maintained now, as under Philip 
V. and Charles IIL, an army powerful enough to establish the throne 
in undisputed supremacy, and adequate to the support of the govern- 
ment, in its efforts to secure universal and uniform obedience to the 
laws^ and to pron\ote the interests the nation at large, without regard 
to the views of any confederacy, however firmly united or ably directeil. 

But Spain* it may be said, does not possess the means of keeping up 
a large military establishment ; the government is even now quite unable 
to discharge its pecuniary obligations ; and its fyiancial embarrassments 
must soon end in national bankruptcy, if tlie expenditure be still further 
increased by any great addition to the standing army. Now, ^we reply^ 
in the first place, that a sufficiefltly numerous and effective force could in 
all probability be maintained with the sdm actually levied on the nation 
at tne present-time. Secondly, even though it should be neCessary, for 
thiis purpose, to increase the amount of taxation, the people would be 
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more able to contribute a larger revenue after the augmentation of the 
army, than a smaller one before. Though not more than 6,000,000f. 
sterling are annually paid into the Spanish treasury, it has been calcu- 
lated that double the sum is extracted from the pockets of the people in 
the name of government. The difference is appropriated by the collectors, 
of whom there are not fewer than 16,650, and who take this method 
of procuring for their services an adequate remuneration, that afforded 
by the state being indeed a' miserable pittance. As government employs 
this host "of public servants, from a desire to extend its influence and 
increase the number of its supporters, it is, for this reason, obliged to 
pass over tliose illegal exactions unnoticed. With a powerful army to 
uphold its authority, however, it would be no longer under the necessity 
of strengthening its cause by such indirect and pernicious means ; but 
might discard at once such interested royalists, and apply to the public 
service the six millions a year, vvliicli they levy on tlieir own account ; 
and which would far exceed the additional expenditure incurred by the 
necessary increase of the military establishment. 

But, in the next place, the very existence of a numerous and well- 
organized national force would enable the country to support a heavier 
taxation ; and for this simple reason, that the arm of the law would then 
be strong^^enough to afford industry that necessary protection, which at 
present can hardly be said to be known in Spain. In the year 1826, in 
Spain, there were 1223 individuals convicted of murder, 1773 of at- 
tempts at murder, and the convictions for robbery amounted to 1620. 
Now, when we consider that the difficulties in the way of bringing crimi- 
nals to justice in Spain enable the one-half perhaps to escape, it may 
give us some idea of the present state of society there, to compare these 
authentic returns of crimes, actually puiiisheJ in one year, with the total 
number (74) of convictions for murder and attempts at murder in flng- 
land and Wales during the two years 1826 and 1827. Are we then 
too sanguine in supposing, that the mere presence of a national army, 
strong enough to enforce the execution of the laws, to give sufficient 
protection to life and property, and to render mutual intercoi^rse and 
communication between the different parts of the country more secure, 
would be so far advantageous to industry and commerce, as in a short 
time to add considerably to the wealth of the nation ? 

It may be imagined by some that our remedy does not go to the root 
of the disease, under which Spain has so long suffered. They possibly 
think that all her misfortunes have arisen from the little political power 
possessed by the great body of the people ; and they would suggest 
once more a trial of the Constitution of 1812. With us, however, the 
experiments already made are decisive. Twice within the last eighteen 
years has the voice of the Spa^nish nation declared tliis form of govern- 
ment, however beautiful in theory, to be* totally unsuited to the existing 
circumstances of the country, and foreign even from the feelings and 
wishes of the people. JLet it moreover be remembered, that, the second 
time judgment was given, the experience of three years had (jualified the 
nation tq pronounce the opinion. 
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DOVER HARBOUR FROM THE EARLHiST TO THE PRESENT TIME. 

Dover, one of the chief of the Cinque Ports, has been a place of con* 
siderabie national importance, from the earliest times of recorded history; 
but although this period carries ts back no farther than the time of 
Julius Csesar, when the town became a Roman station, still its capa- 
cious bay, its finely wooded hifls, and its streams of fresh water, were 
advantages which pointed out this spot as eligible for a settlement to 
our British ancestors, a powerful array of whom was drawn up on these 
hills to oppose the landing of the Roman invader. From whence, or 
at what period of the world, came these aborigines of the land, is a 
que&tion connected with the earliest epochs of history, — an event so 
shadowed and enveloped by the dehse clouds which time has thrown 
around the origin of nations, as to be wholly impenetrable by man, who 
has nought to guide his researches save the fables of monkish historians, 
and the unsupported testimony of ancient chroniclers. 

Under the Roman government this ^station acquired a high degree of 
eminence, on account of its situation on the Rhutapian shore, and its 
short distance from the coast of Gaul ; from which local circumstances 
it was adopted, and has ever since continued, the chief portt of inter- 
course between this kingdom and the continent of Europe. In the 
Saxon times it enjoyed many important privileges ; among others — a 
most valuable one at that period — ^that wnoever resided constantly in 
the town, and paid custom to the king, should be free of toll throughout 
England. Edward the Confessor granted the Barons of Dover a court 
for hearing and determining causes criminal and civil. In the ancient 
Domesday Su1:vey, this town* stands at the head of the county of Chenth 
(Kent) ; and the same ancient record provides that king’s messengers, 
their way to tlie continent, shall ^Jay three pence for the passage of 
a horse in the winter, and two pence in the summer, the burgesses to 
find a steersman and one assistant, and if more were required, these 
were ti^be furnished at the charge of the king. This may be considered 
as the most ancient regulation of the price for a passage from England 
to France extant, and &om this period Dover became the general port 
used by the government, and by the merchants and pilgrims, for em- 
barkation and debarkation. In the reign of Henry III. the passage 
fare was two shillings for a horseman, and sixpence for a footman ; and 
Richard 11. confined, the embarkation and landing of all strangers, 
pilgrims, and travellers on business, to this port by statute. The pas- 
sage-boats were numerous, and are frequently mentioned in the records, 
under the various appellations of ^ farecosts, crayers, passagers, and 
baylings ; they paid two shillings *each voyage, to what was termed 
tlie fareship box, the proceeds* of which, under the direction of four 
warders, was appropriated to the maintenance of the wyke, or ancient 
harbour. . ^ 

In the early periods of our history, Dover frequently presented a 
scene of splendour, activity, and magnificence, in the assembled fleets 
and armies of England, proceeding to the opposite co^t 4>r the chas- 
tisement of their country’s foes. In*1189„ that chivalrous* prince, 
Richard I., embarked at this port for the Holy Land, with*a hundred 
sail of ships and eighty gallies, and landed at Gravelines the same 
Ui S. JovBN, No* 51. Feb. 1o33» x ' 
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night. In the year 12l3, Dover presented a memorable scene of gran- 
deur and weakness^ of power and pusillanimity. Here that weak and 
vjwillating monarch King John, who was then residing in the Maison 
Dieu, issued his precepts to the earls, barona, knights, and military 
tenants of the realm to assemble, and await a most unprincipled attack 
meditated upon the kingdom by Philip of France, at the instigation of 
that paragon of Christian meekness and humility. Pope Innocent III. 
The call produced one of those imposingly magnificent exhibitions of 
the power of England, for which she has ever been, and it is hoped 
ever will be celebrated. It brought together the whole naval and 
military force of the kingdom, in number so great that provisions could 
not be obtained for them ; and after the dismissal of all such as were 
not completely appointed and equipped, there remained an army of sixty 
thousand men. Notwithstanding this fine and overwhelming force, 
John, whose kingdom was then under an interdict from Rome, and who 
' knew that his enemy the Frenchman, besides a large army, had col- 
lected a fleet of seventeen hundred ships, of various sizes, for the pur- 
pose of invasion, was so harassed by fear and irresolution, that he 
chose the mean, disgraceful course of doing homage for his kingdom, 
before Pandulphus, the Pope's legate, to the more brave and honourable 
one of trusting to the fidelity of his troops, to the justice of his cause, 
and to the result of a contest for the kingdom foot by foot with the 
invader. John, having made his peace with the Church, the base 
services of the Frenchman were no longer required ; however, as the 
latter had incurred great expense in equipping his military and naval 
force, and as his good friend the Pope merely laughed his complaint on 
this head to scorn, he persisted, notwithstanding the thunders of the 
Church, in prosecuting his attack on ‘^Eh^land ; but our hearts of oak 
soon settled the affair ; for the fleet, under the Earl of Salisbury, though 
vastly inferior in number, sailed from Dover, and attacked the French 
^ vigorously in their harbours, that they took three hundred of the 
Ftenehmen’s ships, destroyed a hundred more, and would have given 
most accurate account of the rest, had not Philip saved them the trouble 
by setting them on fire himself. 

The Maison Dieu was a celebrated religious house for the accommo- 
dation of the numerous pilgrims who passed through Dover on their 
way to Canterbury. It was built in the reign of King John, by Hubert 
r Bari of Kent, Lord Chief Justice of England, and Constable 

of Dover Castle, a faiihfoi subject and an honest minister, whose 
services and merita were very ill appreciated by his capricious sove- 
reign. t 

As the ports and harbours of the kingdom are objects of the greatest 
Importance to a maritime nation, so •every particular oonceming their 
^cient and present state, — their rise, their perfection, their decay, and 
^the means for their restoration, must be subjects of the deepest reflection 
and interest Jo every mam who has at heart the safety of the maritime 
•population and the general prosperity of the kingdom. A good harbour 
IS always desirable, whenever and. wherever it can be obtained ; but in 
a Situationdike Dover, no paii\3 nor expense should be spared to gain 
*'*^*?^ national wants. The present harbour, as is well 

Known, is subject tp a shingle bar across its entrance, and during heavy 
ijaies from the south-westward, is often lendeted Htjle better than ml 
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lew. To remove this obstruction, many attempts have been made at 
various periods, and all Without success, as will be shown in thb se^ueh 
In the reign of Edward the Confessor the harbour of Dover wSs on the 
eastern or opposite side of the bay to that on which the present otte Is 
constructed. It is supposed to have been merely a sheltered spot, 
witiiout any erection for breaking the force of the winds and waves ; 
and in the succeeding reign of William I. ft was situated at the foot of 
the castle hill. The Domesday Survey records, that at “ the entrance 
of^e harbour was a mill which injures most of the vessels by the great 
agitation of the water — (magnam turbntionem maris) — and occasions 
considerable damage to the king and his subjects — (fegi et hominibus) 
‘—and it was not there in the Confessor’s time.'* This fact is curious, 
because it proves the use of watqjr-niiils at that period in England, 
though I apprehend that it was not worked by the tide, as some have 
supposed, but probably by tlie stream which now forms the back-water 
for cleansing the present harbour, and which at that time discharged 
itself into the sea in a more easferly direction than it docs at present. 

The earliest attempt at constructing an artificial harbour on record, 
is in the reign of Henry VI f., when John Clark, the Master of the 
Maison Dieu, knowing the great losses which mariners sustained in 
tcm][)e8tuou8 weather, constructed, with the help of the king and the 
sailors, a pier or bank of chalk and earth, for the purpose of breaking 
the force of the sea, on the south-west side of the bay, which is the 
origin of the present harbour. So great was the comfort of this asylum 
to the seamen, that they called it Paradise. To break the force of the 
south-west winds, a round tower warf erected on the end of it ; and 
it was probably lengthened soon after it was finished, for a painting in 
Windsor Castle, of the ebibarkation of Henry VIII, in 1520, exhmits 
two round towers upon the mole or pier. 

As these men worked on false principles, so their Paradise Was of 
short duration, for in ten years the sea carried away nearly the whole 
of the pier and destroyed the harbour. Not only to be driven out of 
Paradise, bnt to see their Paradise destroyed, was certainly most unfor- 
tunate ; but it is still more unfortunate that what to them proved a 
Paradise should have turned out a Pandemonium to after times. Tlie 
*free course of the water being stopped by this work, the shingle soon 
began to accumulate behind it ; and to the obstruction so caused may 
•he traced the origin of that bed of pebbles which now lies in the open 
bay, the dispersion of which has hitherto baffled all human ingenuity. 

Having enjoyed security for ten years, a return to their former 
vexations and troubles was miost acutely felt by the seamen, whose 
situation excitecl the compassion and roused the philanthropy of Sit 
John Thompson, another Master of tho Maison Dieu, who advised the 
sufferera to lay their case before the King. Sir John drew up a memo- 
rial, and went to London with it } he also sketched the form of a more 
extended head to be run out into the sea, whiah he likewise laid before 
Ills majesty. Henry Vllf., seeing the importance and value of a good 
harbour at Dover, received Sir John TLhompson very gfacicmsly ; and 
BO well did the worthy knight plead (Jie cause of his fell^fw-tqwnsmen," 
that Henry advanced him 500f. to begin the work, which undertook 
to complete, •and appointed Sir John his chief engineer. A plan of this 
work is still m being > it consists of a head, TSO rods in length, with 
two parallel rows of piles, 26 feet in height, driven into holes cut in iho 
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golid rock, and fastened toget]ier by bolts and straps of iron. Between 
the piles were placed large stones, brought from Folkstone ; upon these 
were laid blocks of chalk, and over all, earth and shingle. Two groins 
were also constructed on the south-west side, between which were depo- 
sited large blocks of chalk, intended as break-waters to the force of the 
current; but these increased the facility of accumulation to a great 
extent: the groins filled with shingle to overflowing, and the super- 
abundant quantity was driven round the* end of their new works, and 
laid across the entrance of the harbour. To obviate this disadvantage, 
Sir John Thompson thought that by carrying the head out into deep 
water, the shingle would^ be obstructed from reaching the extremity of 
his works, or if any portion did reach so far, it would be washed 
onward across the bay. He submitted his plan to the King, who was 
very interested in the success of tlfe work, and by whom the plan was 
approved. But the evil increased with the efforts for its remedy ; and 
Henry, after spending fifty thousand pounds, died, leaving the works 
unfinished, and the harbour anything but a good one. 

A remarkable instance of natural strength of mind and of untutored 
genius occurs as connected with this undertaking. The conveyance of 
the stone from Folkstone was found to be very expensive, for in those 
jion-march-of-intcllect days, it was thought that land-carriage was the 
only means of conveyance for a heavy material like stone. A poor 
jisherman, named Young, who was perfectly innocent of all the axioms 
of natural philosophy and the specific gravity of bodies, conceived, 
however, that water might be rendered serviceable to their views, in 
being made to convey even these large and heavy substances. His 
first experiment would have delighted the heart of Dr. Wollaston, it 
was on a scale so small and dapper. He tHed whether a heavy body, 
like stone, could be borne up by water ; and if it could, what quantity 
would float in half a walnut-shell. Finding his idea correct, he next 
tried the experiment in an egg-shell, and then in a small boat. The 
trdth of his supposition being now proved, he communicated his success 
to Thompson, who saw the vast benefit he should derive from it, both 
in a saving of labour and expense. He, therefore, ordered a large 
vessel, which they called a gabbotli, to be built immediately ; and so 
pleased was the King with the ingenuity of Young, that he ordered him 
to receive a pension of fourpence a day for life. 

However, all the efforts made at this period to obtain a good har- 
bour, were worse than useless, because they not only failed in their 
object, but th^ tended greatly to increase the evil they were intended 
to remedy. The head of this pier was in the form of an irregular 
hexagon, and had a platform for guns to defend the entrance of the 
harbour ; — this was called the Black Bulwark. Other works were also 
begun at this period, of which the one called the King’s Foundation, 
which was sixty rods in lengtli, was left unfinished, after it had been 
raised three fathoms in«,the water. It is now called the Mole Rock, 
and is a great nuisance in stopping the course of the shingle as carried 
along by Jhe water. 

Henry left no provision for the cohapletion of the works; and 
although'' the necessity of a good harbour at this place was allowed, and 
such large sums had been expended on the works, they remained 
neglected through the ensuing reign of Edward VI- ; the sea, therefore, 
ead inroads upon them in so many places, that they were xen* 
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^dered uselesst and the town felt great distress for the want of a safe 
and convenient harbour. Under these circumstances, Queen Mary* of 
no very grateful memory, granted the town letters-patent to raise 
money throughout England for the space of two years ; but the money 
so raised was insufficient to repair the breaches made by the sea and 
to clear away the shingle, which had collected in such a quantity across 
the entrance of the harbour, that a boat drawing four feet water could 
not enter it. This was the largest accumulation ever remembered, and 
appears to have excited much speculation and surprise as to the cause 
of it, although there was nothing extraordinary in the circumstance ; 
for as they had increased the number and magnitude of their sea-works, 
which were built on wrong principles, so they had increased the means 
for a more extensive accumulation of the banks of shingle. 

At the commencement of Elizabeth's reign the town, which had been 
very flourishing, was reduced to great distress, so that a representation 
was made to the lords of the council stating that unless the pier was 
repaired, and (still running their heads against error) two new groins 
added after the Dutch method, many of her highness’s houses would he 
washed into the sea. Among those who thought that a good harbout 
could be made at this place was Sir Walter Raleigh, and the memorial 
was well received by the Queen and the council generally. This 
splendid princess granted the town the free exportation of three thou* 
sand quarters of wheat, ten thousand quarters of barley or malt, and 
ten thousand tons of beer ; which privilege yielded S666L 13«. 4(£., a 
large sum of money at that time ; and it was wisely provided that, in 
order to prevent misapplication of the Queen’s bounty, the Constable of 
Dover Castle, his lieutenant*, and several gentlemen of the county of 
Kent should be appointed to superintend the works. On examining tho 
inhabitants, the commissioners found that they had no plan worthy of 
notice either for the removal of the shingle collected or for preventing 
its future accumulation, and they very wisely determined to seek for 
some person who was acquainted with works similar to that placed 
under ^heir direction and control. A person named John True was 
recommended to them, as being skilled in the Dutch and Flemish 
methods of erecting sea-works ; and he appears to have understood his 
business very well, although he served the commissioners only for a 
short time. He recommended them to build a wall of stone across a 
part of the bay, for the purpose of penning a head of water, and by 
means of sluices to wash away the bar of shingle from the tiarbour’a 
mouth. True expended 1300/. in squaring the stone necessary ; and 
the commissioners, not being acquainted with the nature and cost of 
such works, thoulght he had not done sufficient, and that he was pro* 
trading the work ; but True wRs really true to his employers, although 
they Supposed him true to himself alone. The result was that he was 
superseded by a Fleming named Ferdinand© Poins, who approved of idl 
the plans of John True, and also proposed some additional works to the 
commissioners ; but in the midst of their consultations a new^ engineer 
stepped forward, in the person-of Mr. Diggs, of Wotton, \yho had pre- 
sented a discourse to the Queen on the state of Dover harbour, and 
laid before l\er majesty several plans which he had drawYl for its im* 
provement. One of these was of a magnificent description, as it pro- 
posed to enclose the whole bay between two stone heads \ it was, how- 
ever, discarded, as being too expensive, and one on a smaller scale 
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taken into consi&ration. Another scheme, .also; recommended ih(|r 
cutting a passage through the town, and the formation of a harbour in 
the meadows near Stembrook. ‘This would have been as expensive as 
it was ridiculous. A plan by Mr. Diggs was finally adopted, which 
retained the old error of continuing the works originally begun by 
Hiompson and Henry VIII.; but it provided a sluice, flood-gates, a 
lock, and a head of water fos clearing tho obstructions that might arise 
at the entr&nce of the liarbour. The works were carried on with great 
spirit under the immediate superintendence of several gentlemen j and 
it is said that more work was performed in three months than would 
have heen done in several years, if the ordinary routine had been foU 
lowed. To defray the expenses, the Queen granted three pence a ton 
on every vessel loading or unloading in any port of the realm for seven 
years, three halfpence on every chaldron of coals, and the same sum 
on every grindstone landed for sale. With this revenue the harbour wae 
enlarged, and made more commodious ; but the great evil of all, tho 
accumulation of shingle, remained unaltered . 

At various times through the succeeding reigns the improvement of 
this harbour has engaged the attention of many noblemen, who havo 
filled the distinguished office of Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports. 
Among these Lord Cobham, the Earl of Northampton, in the time of 
James I., and the late Earl of Ilolderness, were very conspicuous. 
The former superintended the workmen, while laying down a sluice, 
and kept an open table for their encouragement. To enumerate all the 
attempts which have been made down to tJie present time to improve 
this harbour would be tedious ’^and useless, as all have failed in the 
object desired. Mr. Rickalls surveyed it 1789, and gave it as his 
opinion that a harbour could not be maintained without a much larger 
quantity of backwater than was at that time penned for the purpose; 
and he also thought that if the head was carried out fartlter it was 

E 'jable the formation of a bar would be in a great measure prevented, 
last experimentalist was an amateur engineer, of the name of 
Moon, who had been harbour-master for many years, at the tftne ho 
thought it his duty to lay his plans and views before the commisaionfrs, 
and to set all those right who had gone before him. llis plans were 
approved ; but on commencing operations he soon found that it waa 
one thing to fancy himself an engineer, and another to be able to 
perform the requisite operations of one. He excavated with such 
heedlessness and want of judgment, and the water flowed in upon the 
men so much faster than he apprehended,* or could control, that it 
was found requisite to call in Mr. Walker to remedy the error. 
Having rescued the Moon from the'perilous influence^ of the water, he 

S ssented a plan for the eom{>letion *of‘ the works ; but that of Mr, 
oon, no doubt, from the vast superiority which he had already shown, 
was preferred ; and so he continued to improve tlu: harbour, and left il 
in the great state of perfection in which it now exists. 

It has been stated tW the accumulation of shingle which deteriorates 
the harbdur at Dover, was caused by extending works into the sea, 
across the current, of which there is recorded proof. In 1581 an exa-* 
pagination took place at Dover, by the Lord High Admiral of England, 
into the changes that had arisen in the bay since the erection of the 
Whrks begun by Henr^ VIIL ; and on that occasion the oldest seamen 
declaredi that^ within their memoxieB, the bay was open, and free 
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ftidm lirattks of itnd and abinglsf i^id that the wl^ole spa^ waa sea imsi) 4 
the pmjeetioiiB weve made aeroes the setting of tbe^Qurrent^' Sucli 
• then Was proved to be the catise of the eviL Now remove the oauseit 
and the effect will probably cease. RepUee the present projection into 
the sea by a bead, as short as possible to bh of real utility^ and give jt 
a form that will allow the shingle to pass onward with as little obstruo* 
tJon as passible ; which might be done by giving to the new head the 
form of the line of curvature^ taken by the water in its progress round 
the bay. This form would be that of a small segment of a Targe circle* 
against which the shingle could never collect in any large quantity ; 
and the small quantity that would occasionally lay would be readily 
washed away by the current. The other metli^ of keeping an open 
harbour is by means of sluieeS placed in the heads* a system of which 
was detailed in a plan by tlie writer of this article, and presented to the 
Lord Warden in 1829, but cannot be made intelligible here unless 
accompanied with drawings. 

In planning sea-works the necedsity of following rather than opposing 
the natural course of the Water is apparent ; and it has been found that 
whenever this principle has been disregarded, evils of the worst descrip* 
lion have always followed. A proof of this fact may be Seen in a " 
former paper on the Cinque Ports*, where it is shown that the erection 
of the works by which Romney Marsh was gained from the sea, cost 
the kingdom the two harbours of Rye and Winchelsea, and materially 
damag^ others. 

T.W- 

ir 

siege BADAyoZ IN 1812. 

^ SROU THK KBHINIiCBNCBa OF A lUBALTSRlf. 

The 'soldiers were full of ardour, they anxiously counted the hours as 
they passed ; and when at length, on the 8 th of March, the order arrived 
for the march of the army to the Alemtejo, their joy was indescri- 
bable, Badajoz had ever been looked upon by thfem as unfriendly to 
our Iroops, and they contemplated with delight the prospect of having 
it in their power to retaliate upon the inhabitants their treatment of 
our men. 

On the 9th, the army was in movement ; the light division opened 
the march, followed by the third and fourth ; they crossed the Tagus 
by a bridge of boats, thrown over that river at Villa Velha and pressed 
rapidly forward towards Elvas. , One division of infantry and a origade 
of cavalry remained on the Agueda. 

On the 14th, tHe light and third divisions were concentrated in the 
neighbourhood of Elvas ; they" Were joined by the fourth division on 
the following day, while the femainder of the army, under Hill and 
Graham, were pushed forward to Llerena, Merida, and Almendralejo, 
to observe the motions of the duke of Dalmatia) who by this time warf 
informed of the preparations-^though not to their full extent — ^that had 
been formed gainst Badajoz. • 

He city 01 Badajoz, which liaj already been the thektre of tWo 
sieges, arising out of the first of which one of the most sanguinary 

* U« 8 . JourxK. for October, 1832, 
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^l[>aUTes of modem fiiiiesi considering the numbers engaged, wm fought 
— subsequently, the scene of a great reverse to our troops — and npt8 
about to be the grave of several diousands of the flower of the British 
army, is a considerable town in Spanish Estremaduta. The great 
efforts that were made on the part of the English general to p^sess 
himself of it, as likewise the obstinate pertinacity with which it was 
defended by the enemy, — \rhich, taking jnto account tlie losses on both 
sides, including the battle of Albuera, cost the armies of tlie two 
nations a loss of men of between twenty-five and thirty thousand 
veteran soldiers, sufiiciently mark it to the reader as a place worthy of 
his notice* It stands on a point of land at the union of the rivulet of 
the Rivellas with the Guadiana, ‘the former a tributary stream, 
meandering round the south-east of the fortress, and passing close to 
the ravelin called San Roque, which forms a sort of tUe^dU'pont to a 
bridge that protects the entrance to the gate named El pverto del 
Talavera^ and covering a reservoir and sluice on the Rivellas which 
finally empties itself into the Guadiank. A bold and rocky height, one 
hundred feet above the level of the river, at this point upwards of two 
hundred and fifty toises in breadth, is out-topped by an old Moorish 
castle which stands above the other works, and overlooks the junction 
of the Rivellas with the Guadiana, lording it, in a manner, over the 
entire. The fortifications of the castle consist of a wall without ditch 
or counterscarp; but the curtains and bastions are regular, and tlieir 
height upwards of thirty-five feet — in many parts the wall is nearer forty 
than thirty-five feet high, owing in some measure to the inequality of 
the ground, but principally in Consequence of a trench having been sunk 
(where the soil, which is very rocky^ would admit of it) since the 
former siege. Besides this, there were two outworks on the left of the 
Guadiana, one called La Picurina, within 250 toUes of the body of the 
place and standing on the right bank of the Rivellas ; the other, a fort 
named Pardaleras, distant only half that space from the walls of 
the town, and situated between the lower Guadiana and the fort of 
F|curina. On the right bank of .the river is the hill and^fort of 
San Christoval — so memorable, and so disastrous to our arms in^ the 
siege of the former year* — to which outwork had been added another, 
built on the site where our batteries stood when that fort was so gal- 
lantly, yet so fatally attacked by the seventh division : this new work 
was called Moncoeur ; and there was another fort at the head of the 
Roman bridge, standing a gun shot-below San Christoval, but feeble, 
being commanded on every side. Those works formed the exterior 
defence of Badajoz, and were, as well as the town itself, in the mobt 
efficient state. .. . 

On the 16th of March, everything ..b^Ing in readiness, a pontoon 
bridge was thrown across the Guadiana ; fifteen thousand men broke 
up from their bivauack at Elvas, and advanced towards the river ; the 
enemy disputed the ground, and here — even here, with only a handful 
of cavalry opposed to us — ^the French horsemen had actually the be^ of 
ft, and kept us at bay during a march^of three hours !— At length we 
gained the riveris edge — passed the bridge — drove back the enemy’s 
completed the investment The following day, ' 

gton, accompanied by his engineers, carefuliy n 

' See United Service Journal, July, 1631. Page 335-6. 
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the piacflk He found ita aspect mateiially changed— the parapet^, of 
the caetle had been considerably raised — the outworks of Pardal^ras 
and Picurina much strengthened, and a great portion of the ditch filled 
by the inundatimi of the Rivellas, which was easy of accomplishment 
by means of the sluice at San Roque. 

The point of attack which his Lordship decided upon, notwithstanding 
the advantages which were on the side of the enemy, was quite at va« 
riance with that of the preceding year, so it*must be naturally presumed 
that the former was found to be faulty. TAe/i, the outworfis were by 
no means so formidable as now on the side about to be assailed, while, 
on the other side, the scene of the former attack, little progress had been 
made towards its amelioration. * At the time the siege was undertaken 
in 1811, it was urged by the Engineers that the fortifications on the side 
of the castle were confined to asimpfe wall ; that the interior of the castle 
was commanded by the fort of San Christoval on the right bank of the 
river ; and that, once in possession of the fort, we could as completely 
command the castle as it did tlie*remainder of the works of the fortress, 
or, — in other words, — that all resistance on the part of the enemy must 
be futile. The attack against San Christoval the preceding year failed, 
it is true, but why did it fail ? Any person who is curious to know, has 
only to read the United Service Journal for July, 1831, pages 335-6; 
if they do so, they will learn the cause of the failure. 

From what I have written, it will be seen that the town of Badajoz 
was deemed a prize worthy of contention ; that Lord Wellington had 
left nothing undone, as far as in him lay, to ensure success, and that the 
enemy, on his part, had been far from inactive. Our battering train, as 
compared with the former siege, was formidable indeed, but nevertheless 
the entire number of guntf dichnot exceed forty — of the best description, 
no doubt, being metal guns of the largest calibre — while the batteries, 
*on the enemy's side, counted more than three times that number, with- 
out taking into account the cannon he had at his disposal to succour his 
batteries, as they might require such aid, by placing his guns en harheite^ 
or in^y other way that might best suit his purpose. To reduce a town 
BO circumstanced, supposing every requisite means existed* would have 
occupied more time than could, under existing circumstances, be spared ; 
because the Duke of Dalmatia might readily assemble 40,000 men, while 
the Duke of Ragusa, with an equal force, could co-operate with him ; 
and if, by a protracted aflair, Badajoz was not carried before the junction 
of those tWQ armies, it was clear that we must give it up altogether, or 
encounter an army more than double our own numbers, and in a coun- 
try, too, decidedly favourable for cavalry, in which arm the French had 
a vast superiority. Lord Wellington, therefore, resolved to hazard the 
trial — which, all things considered, offered a fair chance of success — 
and decided, afler a minute examination of its defences, to attack 
Badajoz on the side of the fort of Picurina, from which point the 
part of the wall that embraced the bastions^ of Santa Maria and La 
Trinidad could be seen across the inundation. 

The evening of the 17th of March had scarcely closed, when three 
thousand men broke ground before La Picurina, at the distance of one 
hundred and fifty yards. The night ^a8 unusually dark, the* wind was 
high, and the rain fell in torrents — all of which favoured tfie enterjirise. 
The soldiers, accustomed to fatigues, and knowing by experience,^ if for 
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nothing but tbeiir own safety, the necessity of getting on rapidly with 
their work, exerted themselves to their utmost^ and when the grey dawn 
of morning made its appearance, the enemy beheld, with surprise, through 
the mist that surrounded them, the first parallel of our works completed, 
without their having anticipated it, or having thrown one shot in the 
direcdon of our workmen ; but as the fog cleared away, it was too 
})alpable to be misunderstood, that, despite of the sagacity of General 
Count Phillipon and his de^foted garrison, a line of ciroumvallation had 
been cut close to one of the best of his outworks, without his having 
tlie remotest idea of the attempt. The different alarm-bells in the town 
rang a loud, if not a merry ^ peal, and in less than half an hour a tre*^ 
mendous cannonade was opened upon us, from the guns of the fort, as 
well as the town itself. Some men were killed, and several wounded, 
but, excepting this, no loss was siflstained ; the works were uninjured, 
their progress unimpeded, and this, our Jirsi attempt, for the third time, 
was crowned with that unlooked-for success which was a good omen for 
the future. 

The entire of the 16th, tlie rain continued to fall, and the trenches 
were already nearly knee-deep with water, but by the great exertions of 
the engineers, and the persevering resolution of the soldiers, the works 
were pushed on with extraordinary vigour, the earth not being as yet 
sufficiently saturated to lose its consistency. On the night of the 18lh, 
it rained still more heavily ; nevertheless some guns were dragged 
through the slough by the soldiers into the batteries marked out to act 
against La Picurina, and the following morning the works were in^ that 
forward state as to cause the French governor much alarm for the fate of 
this outwork. Towards mid-day on the 19th, a dense vapour, issuing 
from the Guadiana and Rivellas, caused by the heavy rains that had 
fallen, made Count Phillipon consider the moment a favourable one to 
make a rush into our works ; he accordingly placed two thousand chosen 
troops at the different gates and sally-ports with fixed bayonets, ready to 
storm the batteries at a given signal* At this time our soldiers were 
working in the trenches, nearly up to their hips in water ; the coffering 
party were too distant to afford immediate relief if required to do so, 
because they were kept out of the wet ground as far as was consistent 
with the safety of our lines ; and the soldiers that composed the working 
pArty were in helpless and defenceless state, their arms and appoint- 
ments being thrown aside, I happened to be in the works on this day, 
and having a little more experience than the officer who commanded the 
party, I observed with distrust the bustle which was apparent, not only 
in the fort of Picurina, but also along* the ramparts of the town. 
Without waiting the formality of telljng the commanding officer what I 
thought^ 1, on the instant, ordered the inen to throw by their spades and 
shovels, put on their appointments, and load their firelocks. This did not 
occupy more than three minutes, and in a few seconds afterwards the 
entire trenches to our rig|it were filled with Frenchmen, the workmen 
massacred, and the works materially damaged; while at the same 
moment, qpwards of five hundred men attempted to throw themselves 
into the battery we occupied : but the woi^amen were armed and ready 
to receive* them ; they had just bfen placed — I must say it, for it is tlie 
troth— by raS, in a posture not only to save their own lives, but ‘the 
hiHery also, Th^ Frenchmen advmtced with that impetuoua burst so 
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well kttoim td thoae who hate witneieed it, and wa diffieUlt» to Bkand 
before by any. They had a double motive to urge them on on tbil 
• ocoasion, honor had a forcible auxiliary in the shape of a dollar, which 
they were to receive for every pick-axe or shovel they carried out of our 
trenches, and well as 1 know the French character, it is difficult for me 
to say which of the two, honour or avarice, most predominated upon the 
present occasion ^ 1 shall only say that it is my firm conviction — and £ judge 
from the spirit of the attack, that both had* their share in stimulating 
those heroic and veteran plunderers to seek for a footing within our 
trendies, for I never saw a set of fellows that sought with greater avidity 
than they did, the spades and shovels that were thrown aside by our men. 
Lieutenant Drury of the 88th and* Lieutenant White of the 45th pursued 
them almost to the glacis of the town ; and had the movement been foret 
seen, there can be little hazard in sa]^ing, that, with a sufficient supply' 
of ladders at the moment, the fort of Picurina could have been carried 
by the workmen alone, so great was their enthusiasm, with a less loss of 
lives than it cost us (after six day Belabour) on the 25th 1 

The sortie had been well repulsed at this point, but higher up, on the 
ric^ht, we were not so fortunate : the workmen were surprised, and, in 
addition to the injury indicted upon the works, a great loss of men and 
officers was sustained before *the covering party reached the spot. 
General Picton soon after arrived in the battery where I was stationed^ 
and seemed to be much alarmed for its safety, not knowing, in the 
confusion of the moment, which was great, that the enemy had attacked 
it, and had been driven back ; but when he learned from me, that the 
workmen alone had achieved this act, die was lavish in Ids praises of 
them, and spoke to myself — for him— in very flattering terms ; but there 
was an austerity of demednbifr, which, even while he gave praise,— a 
thing he seldom did to the Connaught Rangers at least! — ^kept a fast 
hold of him, and the caustic sententiousness with which he spoke rather 
chilled than animated* lie was on foot, but his aide-de-camp^ Captain 
Cuthbert of the Fusileers, was mounted, and while in the act of giving 
directions to some of the troops, (for by this time the whole of tlie be* 
siegjing force, attracted by the cannonade, was in motion towards the 
works,) he was struck in the hip by a round shot, winch killed Ids horse 
on the spot, leaving him dreadfully mangled and bleeding to death. 
This officer was a serious loss to General Picton, and was much regretted 
by the division ; he possessed all the requisites for a staiT-officer, without 
that silly arrogance— the sure sign of an empty mind, as well as head— 
which we sometimes meet with amongst the gentlemen who compose 
the Hat major of our army. We lost in this affair about two hundred 
men, many qf wjiom were cut dov^n in the works, and several in the 
depdts far in the rear, by a body of the enemy's light cavalry that galloped 
out of the town at the moment the sortie commenced. Absurd as this 
may read, it is nevertheless true : the garrison of Badajoz, cooped up 
within ks walls, without a foot of ground that thpy could call their own 
beyond the glacis, and, in a manner, begirt by an army of fifty thousand 
men, were— by their admirable arrangement of their forces, or— by the 
superlative neglect of our peo*pIe, enabled to ride through our lines— 
unopposed by a single dragoon ! — from right to left ! Brilliant, how- 
ever, as was this exploit, it was of no such service to the garitson : their 
loss exceeded four hundred men, and the capture of a few dozen of 
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spades and shovels but ill repaid them for.so great a sacrifice of lives, at 
any time valuable, but in their present position, doubly so. 

The settle being at length repulsed, and order once more restored, • 
the works in the trenches were continued under a torrent of rain and 
lire of artillery. Lieutenant White, of the 45th, who had been much 
distinguished in the batteries, was struck by a shell, (without a fuse,) on 
the head, which killed him on the spot; he was reading a book at the 
moment, and Lieutenant 'Cottom, of the 88tli, who was sitting beside 
him, was so covered with his blood, that it was thought at first he had 
been frightfully wounded. 

Up to this time the fall of rain had been so violent as to threaten the 
total failure of the operation ; it had* never ceased since the i7th, and 
the trenches were a perfect river ; the soldiers were working up to their 
waists in water, and the fatigue ^nd hardships they endured were great 
indeed — but there was no complaint — not even a murmur to be heard 1 
and Lord Wellington might be seen in the midst of his soldiers, some- 
times with his beard unshaven. Those, — ignorant people 1 admit, and 
quite unworthy of any rational persons taking the trouble to reply to 
their fooleries — wlio have the presumption to call Lord Wellington “ a 
general of fortune, *’ had they seen him, as thousands of his companions 
have, at this same siege, worn down with fatigue of body and mind, giving 
himself up wholly to an operation of such momentous consequence, not 
to his own country alone, but to Europe gene rally, — had those persons, I 
say, seen him theuy it is to be hoped, for their own sakes at least — for 
such creatures can have no national feeling — that they would not give their 
tongues the license they do. • Poor ignorant idiots ! The fame of this 
great man — this first of generals — is too firmly established to be 
blighted by their slanders, and will, de^ipitft of factious renegades, be 
handed down to posterity, so long as an Englishman — worthy of the 
name — shall be found on the face of the earth. 

The next day, the 2'2nd, the pontoon bridge over the Guadiana was 
carried away by the floods which the late rains had caused in the river, 
and the stream became so rapid that the flying bridges could •not be 
made use of, and, in short, all supplies from the other side were cii^ oil'. 
In the trenches, matters were in as bad a state, for the earth no longer 
retained its consistency, and it was impossible to get it into any shape. 
On the 24th,‘ however, the weather happily settled fine, and much 
progress was made towards forwarding the works ; but this, and the 
following day, were perhaps two of the most dreadful recorded in the 
annals of sieges. The soldiers laboured with a degree of hardihood, 
bordering on desperation, while the engineers braved every danger with 
as much composure as if they eill\,er set no value upon their lives, or 
thought their bodies irnpregnsOble to #shot or shell. In proportion as 
our works advanced, the enemy redoubled his fire, and the attempt 
made by us to drag the heavy guns through the mud, or to form 
magazines for the gunpowder, was almost certain deatli; but not 
content with ‘the destruction which his fire carried throughout our 
ranks, C^unt Phillipon brought to his aid a battery from San Chris- 
toval, which he placed close to the Sdge of the river; the fire of 
this batlerv completely enfiladed our works, and rendered it diffi- 
cult and hazardous for the workmen to keep their groftnd. Haifa 
battalion was ordered down to the water’s edge, and the effect of their 
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fire against those guns was soon appreciated by the soldiers in the 
batteries ; the cannonade of the enemy lost its efiect, theit fire became 
•irregular, their shot passed over our heads, and finally they were com- 
pelled to limber up their park of artillery, and retrace their steps, at a 
gallop, up the Christoval height. Nevertheless, this battery did an 
incalculable hurt to us ; many men were struck down by its fire, but, 
above ail, our engineers suffered the most. This was a loss that could 
be but ill spared, for we were so scantily supplied with this description 
of force, that it was found necessary to substitute officers of the infantry 
to act as such during the siege. Those officers were very zealous in 
the performance of the dangerous duties they had to fulfiL- some liad a 
tolerable knowledge of the theory, but none, if t except Major Thomson 
of the 74th, and one or two others that had served at Rodrigo, knew 
anything of the practical part, and thoSe strove, by great intrepidity, to 
make up for their other defects; they exposed themselves to every 
danger, with a bravery bordering on fool-hardihood, and consequently, 
under such a fire as we were exposed to, scarcely one escaped death* 
Lieutenant Fairtlough of the 5th, and l^ammage of the 74th, both acting 
engineers, were cut asunder by a round shot from the San Christoval 
battery; others, whose names I forget, shared the same fate, and 
several were wounded. 

Towards three o’clock in the afternoon our works had been materially 
advanced, several small magazines were in progress, the batteries 
destined to act against La Picurina were armed, and the losses which 
we sustained amongst our engineers repaired by the arrival of others 
to replace their fallen companions. It vvas at this time, while I was 
seriously occupied with thirty men, in covering with boards and sand- 
bags a magazine which had been*, with great labour, formed during the 
forenoon, that a shell of huge dimensions exploded at the entrance of 
it. * There were, at the moment, above a dozen or so of the Staff Corps 
and engineers, with some of the line, placing a quantity of gunpowder 
in the vault which had been prepared to receive it. The roof of tlie 
magazine was, in defiance of the dreadful fire which was incessant 
upon this point, crowned by a few soldiers of the party under my com- 
manef; some kegs of gunpowder, which were at the entrance of the 
cave, unfortunately blew up, destroying all at that side of the magazine, 
and, hurling the planks which were but in part secured upon its top, 
together with the men that were upon them, into the air, caused us a 
great loss of lives and labour, but fortunately the great store of powder 
which was inside, escaped. The planks were shivered to pieces, and the 
brave fellows that occupied tliem, either blown into atoms, or so 
dreadfully wounded^ as to cause their immediate death ; some had their 
uniforms burned to a cinder, while, others were coiled up in a heap, 
without the vestige of anything 'left to denote that they were human 
beings. An 88th soldier, of the name of Cooney, barber to the company 
he belonged to, escaped the effects of the explosjon, unhurt, except a 
sfight scratch in the face, caused by a splinter from a rock that had been 
rent in pieces by the blowing up Of the magazine ; he was an cjd and 
ugly man, but yet so vain of hifiT personal appearance, as to be nearly 
in despair at the idea, as he said, of his good looks being ^spOiled.’^ 
While he was in the midst of his lamentation, a round shot s*truck his 
head and carried it off his shoulders, when one of his companions ex- 
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claimed, with that humour which none but an Irishman could possess at 
such a time. — ** Well I upon my sowl, he was always an ugly-looking 
cratur, but notohe’s the very devil [ — ’'all the men laughed, and said, It 
was thrue for him he was.*’ Those — ill-timed, some will say— jokes 
may appear, to many, out of place, but they are not so nevertheless ; it 
is much better that soldiers while enduring fatigues, and braving dan- 
gers such as those 1 am describing, $hould have a light and cheerful 
bearings and it is plain that he who passes his joke in this manner against 
his fallen comrade stands a fair chance of being similarly placed himself, 
without any risk of his taking offence at it! It is this gaiety of demea- 
nor — this steel-hardiness in moments of peril — that makes soldiers, in 
the true acceptation of the word, what they ought to be. No matter what 
a man’s feelings may really be, he should, and must stifle them, because 
it is well known — at least to those who have seen service — how readily 
the opinions of a few act upon the great mass of the multitude ; and if 
soldiers were to indulge themselves in mourning over the dead bodies of 
their fallen companions, it would act like a contagion, and it would be 
diflicult to say how the great body might be infected by it. The Duke 
of Wellington was never known to pay attention to the reports carried to 
him of the fall of any of his officers : no more was Nelson. At Trafal- 
gar, when his ship, the Victory, was along side of the Spanish Sanlissima 
Trinidada, one of the first discharges from this mountain of floating 
timber killed eight men on the quarter-deck. Nelson quietly turneci 
round to his captain, and said, “ This is too good to last long.** Yet 
Nelson was a man of such humanity, and tenderness of feeling, that he 
was never known to remain <on board of his ship when a sailor was to 
be punished ; and at Waterloo, it is affirmed by French officers, and 
more than hinted at in the bulletin detailiiig that battle, that the cry of 
Sauve qui pent ! ** raised by a few obscure individuals, was the cause of 
its loss to the French army. However, averse as I arn to such conduct, 
I will not — although not a “ VYalerloo man” — go the length that my 
French acquaintances have done, because I verily believe that, at the time 
the cry of “ Sauve qui pent /” was raised at Waterloo, it was jiist about 
the same service to the Imperial army as the warning given by a Lisbon 
femme de chambre when she has discharged the contents of a certi^ 
machine, that shall be nameless, upon the head of some ill-fated passen- 
ger — or, to * speak more plainly, when the advice came too late ! The 
French cannoneers were loud in cheering when they discovered tire 
effects of tlieir fire upon Cooney’s sconce ; our men cheered in turn, 
and continued to crown the lop of the already half-dismantled magazine, 
but as fast as they mounted it, they wore swept off its face by the over- 
whelming fire from the town : yet^notwithstanding t^e great loss of lives 
that had already taken place,Land the almost certain death which awaited 
all who attempted to remain on the magazine, it was never for five 
minutes unoccupied, and by four o’clock in the afternoon it might be 
said to be perfectly tfinished. Baffled in his endeavours to stop our 
progress, Phillipon was determined to make it cost us as dear as he could. 
Twelve additional guns were brought from the unemployed batteries and 
placed along the curtain en barbette, ‘these, at half-range distance, with- 
out the ^means on our side to reply to them, were fired with a fearful 
precision ; it was next to impossible to stand under it, tout the soldiers, 
on to day, surpassed all their former efforts. The fire of one hundred 
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pieces of artillery was employed in vain against them ; the works were 
repaired so soon as injured, and everything warranted the opinion, that, 
, should the night prove fine, our batteries would open the following day. 

Captain Mulcaster, of the Engineers, by his heroic conduct, stimulated 
the soldiers wonderfully ; no danger could unnerve him, or prevent hia 
exposing himself to the hottest of the French fire, and for a time he 
escaped unhurt, but at length, while standing on a rising ground, in front 
of the battery No. 1, a twenty-four pound shot struck him in ^he neck, 
and carried away his head and part of his back and shoulders. The 
headless trunk was knocked several yards from the spot, but was speedily 
carried to the engineer camp by some of the brave men who, but a few 
short moments before, looked upon what was now an inanimate lump of 
clay, with that admiration naturally inspired by one of the finest, as well 
as the most intrepid young men in 'the army; for he had endeared 
himself to the soldiers as much by his kind manner to them, as by his 
total disregard of danger to himself. It is well known that infantry 
soldiers had a great dislike to being placed under the control of the 
engineer oflicers, who exacted, or at least they thought so, too much 
from them, but Captain Mulcaster had a manner, peculiar to himself, 
that gained him the good-will of all. 

Major Thomson of the 88th, soon after fell. He was observing a 
party of the enemy who were rowing a bateau across the inundation of 
the Rivcllas with a reinforcement of men intended to succour the troops 
that occupied the ravelin of San Roque. This operation, although em- 
bracing but a small portion of the garrison, was one of a very delicate 
nature, inasmuch as the distance between our w’orks, and the inundation, 
was so short as to enable us to command with musketry its entire span ; 
but the governor, ever read^ hi strategy, provided against even this 
chance of his plans for defence being marred. He caused to be con- 
stfucted a large bateau^ or, perhaps, more properly speaking, a raft. 
The side of it which faced our lines was raised by liglit poles to the 
height of four feet, through which were intertwined wattles of osier ; by 
this me^ns, a support sufficiently strong, without being too cumbrous to 
impede the movement of the raft, was completed, and the inside was 
cai^ully padded with hay, or such light matter, as was a sufficient 
derence against musketry without any danger of the machine's losing 
•its centre of gravity. To impede as mucli as possible this operation, 
several hundred riflemen were placed iu advance, and so soon as the 
machine was discovered in motion on the water, a heavy fire was opened : 
a corresponding demonstration was made by the enemy, sustained by 
several batteries, and those metual eflTorls were always productive of a 
heavy loss of lives on both sides, buj: particularly on ours, because the 
enemy's line of musketry commanded us at a distance of tliree hundred 
and fifty yards, and up to this time we had not one gun to answer their 
powerful salvos. Major Thomson, who was in command of the riflemen, 
was in conversation with an aide-dv-camp belonging to the staff of 
Marshal Beresford at the moment he fell ; a musket ball struck him in 
the right temple, and passing through the brain, killed him on tbe spot. 
He had been but just gazetteef to liis majority, by purchase,* and had 
served with the army from the campaign in Holland in 1794, to 
the moment of his death, without ever having been absent from his 
regiment in any of the battles in which it had been engaged, tt few ef 
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which have been recorded in my Reminiscences. Captain Seton, an 
officer of precisely the same standing and services, succeeded him in the 
command of the 88th, and led his regiment up the ladders on the night ^ 
of the storming of Badajoz, but he gained no promotion, except in his 
regular tour ! and he has told me that he was the only commanding 
officer of a battalion in the third division that did not get a brevet step! 

Near the spot wliere Thomson fell, an officer of his regiment named 
North met his death, and, as it was one of great singularity, I shall 
notice it but of the many that occurred on this fatal day. He was struck 
in the cheek by a round s-hot ; the under part of his face and a portion 
of his throat were carried away, leaving the upper part jorfect, which 
hung down in a hideous flap like a deformed mask. He was carried to 
the liospital, where I saw him two days afterwards, not only alive but 
sitting upright against a wall ; ht was perfectly sane, and recognised 
my voice ; he endeavoured to speak to me, but the effort he made inex- 
pressibly shocked me. The voice, in place of issuing from its natural 
channel, the mouth, but mouth there was none, came spectre-like from 
the chest, and more resembled the howling of some wild animal than 
the voice of man. He did not survive the night, and died after a vio- 
lent effort of nature to sustain life, which he had done for more than 
fifty hours, giving a proof of the awful capability of suffering that exists 
in our frame, and faithfully bearing out the writer who says that “ many 
are the shapes of death, and many are the ways that lead to his grim 
cave— all dreadful.** 

The evening of a day — never to be forgotten by those who witnessed 
it — at length began to close ; the shades of night soon rendered oui^ 
lines invisible to the enemy, and under its cover, the men who had been 
at work for so many hours were withdrawi^ to the camp; two thousand 
fresh soldiers replaced llicm and earned on the duty in the trenches 
until the dawn of morning, at which lime they presented a formidable 
appearance. Two batteries of thirty-two pounders were unmasked at 
the distance of one liundred and fifty yards from La Picurina, and 
ere the sun was clearly distinguishable on the horizon, a violent 
cannonade commenced against that outwork. It was replied* to with ' 
vigour, not only from tlie fort itself, but the batteries of the town ’also. 
On this day 1 was attachied to the engineers ; but the fatigues I had 
undergone the preceding one, caused me to sleep i^oundly, and in 
truth I had great need of repose,^ so it was late ere I proceeded to the 
engineer camp to report myself to Colonel Fletcher, the commanding 
officer. On my way thither I was much amused by a dialogue which 
took place between a soldier of the Ijght division, one of 43rd I 
think, an Englishman, arid a young man who afterwards turned outito 
be a comjfnifisary’s clerk — for almost all those felloWs who afterwards 
made sifcclvfeums of money, and some^ of them who became so intolerably 
presuming as to cut their old acquaintances, came out to the Peninsula 
in this character. The young clerk was attached to the light division, 
and wished 'to know”from the soldier (whom he recognised by his 
uniform as belonging to it) whither he was to bend his steps in order 
to find It. I shall give the conversation word for word, as nearly as I 
can now recollect after so great a lapse of time. 

Commissary. Pray, my gqod fellow, don*t yoif belopg to the light 
division? 
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Soldier, No, Sir, I belong to the divioion. 

Commissary, Why what division is that? I never heard of it 
before. 

Soldier, Have you been long with the barmy. Sir? 

Commissary. I have only this morning joined it. 

Soldier, I tllSught 80 I 

Commissary. Why what has that to do with my question? 

Soldier, As you 8eein to be but a young hand — or as v^e call it in 
tliib here barmy — a green horn — 1*11 just tell you all about it. This 
here barmy is composed of seven divisions, and I'll tell you all about 
’em and their names — at least the names that me, soldiers, have given 
theni. Ours is called the division, because as how we think ourselves 
the crack one. Then there’s the first division ; those we call the 
gentlemen^ because they are made of Guardsmen and Germans, and 
His Majesty (God bless him !) is fond of his body-guard, and likes to 
have good care taken of them ; and the Germans he likes as well as the 
guards, because tliey say his owh mother was a German bred and bom, 
The^e chaps have the snuggest berth in the barmy. The second 
division is a corps of observation like, we never see ’em, though we 
sometimes hear about ’em. The third is the fighting division — and the 
fourth ’ed fight if they were axed I The fifth come up to a town after 
we have taken it, and «all useful enough. The sixth are scattered over 
the country, here and there, — and the seventh are trying to get them 
togetrier, and this is the way the barmy is in this here Island ! “ Why 

truly, my friend,” replied the commissary, “ your description is amusing 
'enough ; hut as I have nothing to do vmth the fighting merits of the 
-army, it does not concern me. In a word^ I am a commissary, and 
wish to know where I itrfi fo find your division, to which I am 
attached.” ‘‘ A Commissary are you? why then bless your stars that 
did not join the division when the brave Bob Crawfurd — black 
Bob we used to call him — commanded it; it was he as knowed how to 
j*whop a thriving commissary! Why look ye, Sir, I knowed him once 
myself to throw one of them ’ere chaps neck and shoulders out of a 
vinder, and it is said, though I don’t know it for sartin, that he whopped 
another in such prime style, the poor cratur ever after looked so 
promi\'Cuously*, I may say, when he met Bob, that he quilted the 
division, and went — if all as was said of him be true — to the Devil, and 
when he went to him^ it must have been a great release to the poor 
soul, for black Bob was the Devil himself for sarving out a commissary.” 
The young man took his departure in the direction of the light division 
camp, and if his looks were a criterion to go by, he, most unquestionably, 
was not of the number that mourne^ Crawfurd’s death. 

Towards evening, the fire ag«dnst La Picurina was so effective, that 
Lord Wellington resolved to storm it after dark. 

(7b be continued.) 


* I suppose the soldier meant confused,” 
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ON PLAGUE AND QUARANTINE *• 

Having shown the importance of st problem on which depends the 
necessity or inutility of guards, cordons, laziurettoes, and the whole 
train of irregular restrictions by which trade and intercourse are clogged, 
we will now submit some ideas about plague, derived from an inter- 
course of some years with the various countries in which such regula- 
tions have' become necessary ; as well as others in which the disease has 
been allowed uncontrolled license. 

The plague which ravaged Malta in 1813, although not so destruc- 
tive as on a former visit, was certainly to the full as severely felt : it 
swept off* thousands of her inhabitants, reduced many to beggary, 
destroyed for the time her commwee, and paralyzed the whole popu- 
lation. It afforded, however, a fair opportunity to tlie Medical Staff 
for studying the moat frightful of all diseases ; and to the legislation of 
the island, for sliowing promptitude and energy. Unfortunately, the 
opportunity so afforded was nut use«l to the utmost advantage. As 
this instance was uiulor the llritish away, we will mention the measures 
pursued, because they form so strong a contrast in effect, as to prove 
many of the reasonings of the anti-contagionists to be chimerical. 

The trade and intercourse of Malta with all parts of the Levant had 
greatly increased with the security afforded by the power and protection 
of the British flag ; but at the same time, the preservation of the public 
health was confidently committed to a very inefficient system of (piaran- 
tinc. It was thus that in Mar^h, 1813, the master of a brig called the 
San Niccolo, though declared in foul health, was able somehow or 
other, to communicate with one Bor^ *3, smuggling shoemaker of 
Valetta, who, vvith his children, his wife, his father, the doctrcHH who 
attended his wife, his associates in a wine-house, and some of the venal 
guardians of the Health Office, with whom he had dealings, all fell 
victims to the disease, and were luilpable evidences of the intercourse 
that had taken place. Yet the anti-contagionists wanted further proof 
of tho act of communication! Was it likely that a crew, under penal 
quarantine, and a fraudulent smuggler, should conduct their nefarious 
practices so as to he easily traced ? 

When the malady was first announced, most of the inhabitants were 
thrown into the utmost consternation, and the streets were crowded witli 
carts, conveying the baggage of numerous families into the interior. 
But in the midst of this alarm and confusion, an indolent apathy pre- 
vailed among the leading men, and no immediate steps were taken by 
the local government ; the suggestions o| the Board of Health were dis- 
respectfully neglected, nor were even the city gates closed, although it 
was a measure of the most vital importance to the country. The master 
of the San Niccolo died in the lazzaretto on the 2d of April, and the 
shoemaker’s daughter, who was the first victim in the town, on the 16th 
of the same mouth ; yU it was not till the 5th of May that the govern- 
ment informed the inhabitants, by public edict* of the nature of the 
disease. " The courts of justice, the libraries, the theatre, and every 
other place of resort, were now* shut up, and Valetta, with its suburbs, 
placed under medical observation ; but the insidious di^ase was then 


* Cuucluded from page 449, of Part III. 1832. 
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insinuating itself into every quarter, — and it is no less strange than trlie, 
that some of the country barHets were not closed until the middle of 
October. IIow ibis dreadful malady advanced, is still painfully fresh iti 
the memory of thousands, and therefore need not be dwelt upon ; we 
will merely say, that in every instance where a jjcrson was attacked, in- 
tercourse and conmmnication were traced to have taken place between 
the individual and some one labouring under tlie infection. 

Such was the precarious character of the precautions adcTpted by a 
government that was not deficient in either strcngtli or activity in 
general cases ; but exhibited the usual weak-minded reluctance to 
acknowledge the identity of so fatal a disease ; and when at last roused 
to the conviction of its presence, was no longer capable to check its 
progress. It were, however, unjust, while pointing out the defects of 
the ruling men in the first instance, not to notice their anxiety and 
exertions in the later stages of the visitation ; the humane and efficient 
measures adopted by tlie government, the staff, and the riclier inha- 
bitants of tlie island, for the maintenance of the poor during that distress- 
ing period, form a most praiseworthy foatute in llie melancholy story. 

On the5 5th of October, Sir Thomas Maitland assumed the office of 
governor of the island. He was a man of foresight and decision ; and 
finding that the disease was spread and maintained by neglect of ordi- 
nances, by contraband transfers of goods from thieves to receivers, and 
by nefarious acts of a shade deeper than we need here harrow the 
feelings with, — he was determined to enforce means for its suppression. 
By his energy, the plague was everywhere arrested, with but one sad 
exception, that of the populous Casal kurmi, whose misguided inha- 
bitants obstinately resisted encr^ measure enacted for the public safety. 
This compelled the geireraf, on the ith of December, to an extraor- 
dinary and highly responsible act : having publicly stated the true cause 
of the continuance of disease in that Casal to be the shamefully stealing 
and secreting of infected goods, he declared it to be out of the king’s 
peace, and established a military commission over it. He then built 
double -walls of circumvallation around it, guarded so effectually by 
cordons, that retreat was rendered impossible ; and . the town was 
thereby converted into a huge lazzarefto, wlierein the disease was con- 
fined and treated with a rigid watchfulness ; but at tl^e same time, with 
the most humane attention tliat lliQ case would admit. 

This extreme, but wise rigour, proved effectual ; tlic pestilential infec- 
tion thus closely confined, confidence was completely restored in 
every other part of Malta, and a general purification took place on the 
13th of December; clean quarantine was proclaimed, and all the 
irksome restrictions were removed. This gratifying announcement was 
followed on the 2^th of January, jfSl4, by the establishment of pratique 
throughout all the towns and villages, — the ill-fated Kurmi excepted ; 
and, be it remembered, all anxiety haxl ceased, though the plague was 
then actually inclosed in the heart of the country ; for, so convincingly 
did experience teach the nature of contagion, that no observance or 
precaution was deemed necessary outside the military cordod. Thus 
we have seen, that if the disease had bc'in timely met with all the rigour 
of foul quarantine, and decisive measures of segregation vulopfcd, it 
would probably never have penetrated beyond tlm city walls and the 
greater part of the terror, suffering, and expense have been avoided. 
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This position appears still plainer by a singular and glaring fact : the 
port of Malta divides no less than four cities, of which Valelta is the 
seat of government, though the population of the other three, Vittoriosa, 
San glia, and Cospicua, is of greater amount. In an early stage of the 
calamity, while the capital was wrapped in fatal security, and in com- 
munication with the interior, the inhabitants of the trans- harbour cities, 
impressed with the conviction that contagion was abroad, boldly cut off 
all communication with Valetta, and thus saved themselves from the 

{ general danger. Sucli was the measure adopted by three out of the 
bur cities ; and the reason for such a different line of conduct is, that 
the latter are inhabited principally hy ship-owners, skippers, and sea- 
faring men, who have had great inteVcourse with the Levant — people 
who were well aware that contagion extends exactly in the ratio of the 
degree of communication with the source of infection. 

Scarcely had the happy termination occurred, wdien the public alarm 
was again excited by the disease ap23earing in Gozo, which island, by 
restrictive regulations!, bad hitherto escaped with impunity; but when 
Malta was declared in free pratique, their neighbours, of course, relin- 
quished their preservative measures. The cause was clearly traced to a 
man of Kurmi, who, before the circumvallalion, bad concealed a chest of 
wearing apparel in the vicinity. When the plague had^ ceased, and the 
military cordon was withdrawn, lie took Pandora’s box from its biding 
place, carried it to Gozo, — and died two or three days after liis opening 
it there. As this event was followed by the death of the man’s daughter, 
the priest who attended her, and the persons who assisted at his burial, 
the true disease was discovered, and the vigour and promptitude with 
which Sir Thomas Maitland attacked it. confined the enemy within cir- 
cumscribed limits, where it soon yielded to judicious vigilance. Among 
those who died, was the regretted Dr. M‘Adam, who fell a victim to his 
disbelief of coniagioji ; and though his exertions were otherwise un- 
remitting, had he survived the attack, it was Sir Thomas’s intention to 
have tried him by a court-martial, for disobedience of orders, in touching 
plague patients. “ I sent liim,” observed this general to us, “ to assist 
in the precautionary measures: anyone wishing to tamper must ^ go 
into foul quarantine ; or still better, if they wish to try experiments, I 
will give them a passage and introduction to Smyrna ; but my business 
is to get rid of It here.” 

At the close of 1815, a disorder appeared at Corfu, which, from its 
pathognomonics, was thought to be only a fever, and was thus reported 
to Sir Thomas Maitland, who was then at Malta. His suspicions, 
however, were awakened ; and repairing in person to that island, he 
immediately resorted to the important measures of separation and seclu- 
sion : a strong cordon of troop 3 was posited round the infected places, 
and men of responsible character were appointed to direct every effort 
in preventifig communication. Neither expense nor exertions were 
spared, and tn.e malady ^was consequently quickly subdued. 

Such are the steps which we have personally known to be effective in 
plague cases. As far as we can learn, the atmosphere underwent no 
change, either physical or cbemipl, durmg the existence of the disease, 
in which assertion we are grounded more by the health of the soldiers in 
cordons, or who breathed amongst the infected, without coiitact, than by 
the diQicuU and delicate analyses of Bcrtholet, Diemerbroeck, and Didier. 
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Ttie marshy sites of the Greek villages, and the limestone of Malta, 
offered striking differences of locality; but the only meana found 
, efficient were segregation, immersion, and fumigation ; and these were 
equally effectual in both. All the charms and specifics used in the 
Levant, by tibibs, dervishes, marabuts, and mountebanks, have proved 
abortive ; while the benefit of separation has everywhere been acknow- 
ledged, even where it is not practised. A striking proof of the security 
which it affords, is given by our friend the" late Dr. Greave.% since all 
the patients in the military hospital in Strada-Vescovc, near his resi- 
dence, from being strictly shut in, remained quite free from infection, 
although they occupied only the upper part of a building, the ground- 
floor of which was inhabited by seven difl'erent families, of whom all 
perished, excepting four individuals ; and the disease was very destruc* 
tive all around. We therefore come*to the conclusion, that the dogma 
which pronounces plague to be “ an epidemic disease totally divested 
of contagion,*' is a doctrine fraught with error and peril. 

As the generation of plague efinnot be spontaneous, or autocthonal, 
— so is the question of the suspension of its progress involved in diffi- 
culty. The idea is not incongruous with the animal economy, that the 
virus of a disease, not at first infectious, may be exasperated by a variety 
of causes into such m.alignity, as to generate an effluvium, which would 
carry with it the germs of the disease into another system ; and if these 
germs continue to be nourished, and their malignity be increased by tbe 
presence of similar causes, whether in the individual or in the atmo- 
sphere he breiithes, a mass of communicable miasmata is created, siifii- 
cient to constitute a contagion. But whether the principle exist in man 
or in matter, the propagation is mostly traced to latent fomites contained 
in woollen or cotton cloths, add^thcr susceptible articles, equally on arid 
or humid localities. Many Turks scruple not to wear the apparel of 
those who have died of the malady, — not that ihoy are altogether anti- 
contagionists, but because, as ptcdcsiinarians, they hold the avoiding of 
disease to be counter to the Divine pleasure. In this spirit, a very 
considerable traffic is conducted by the Hadjis, or Mecca pilgrims, and 
others, in secondhand dresses, by which infection is disseminated 
thro\ighout the Mahometan countries of the Levant. Yet be it observed, 
in those very places, that the European ambassadors and their suites, 
the consuls, authorities, and merchants, enjoy so great' an immunity, 
that cases of the plague amongst them may be said to be unknown. 

In some of the Barbary states, common sense is beginning to triumph 
over obstinacy and bigotry ; and Tunis has latterly bad good reason to 
rejoice in her sanitary laws. It was by these, and their lazzaretto, that 
tbe Tunisians weakened the disease which they contracted from Algiers, 
while tbe latter city became a very, cnarnel-house during the years 1819 
and 1820— the miserable result of tbe purchase of some wearing- apparel 
from a vessel convoyed by His Majesty’s ship Tagus, and some of wliich 
had actually been put on board the frigate, buj luckily remaining un- 
touched, were innocuous. As a proof that rational principles are gain- 
ing ground in those parts, we may mention, that on arriving ai Tripoli 
in October, 1816, we found tHfe plague liad been carried there by a 
Smyrniate vessel, upon which we immediately weighed and retilrned to 
Malta, knowing that we should otherwise incur a foul bill of liealtb, and 
a long attendant quarantine, which would interfere with the service con- 
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templated. But thu Basha, Usef Karamapli* who is no fatalist, took 
such prompt measures in preventing communication, that the disease 
was bounded within tlie limits of a cordon, and subdued, -^so that we 
were able to return in less than three months. Again in when 
the plague raged in Dernah, so cautious was the same Bash^, that it was 
prevented from spreading beyond the district ; and any person attempting 
to pass beyond the frontier was shot without hesitation. Dernah was 
then governed by Eey Mohammed, his eldest son, and when we called 
there the disease was making frightful ravages, — yet, feeling perfectly 
sure in non-contact, we held communication within a few paces of the 
inliabitants. Here all the clothes of the infected vvere burnt, — a remark- 
able innovation in Oriental usage. In Egypt, Mohammed Ali, a man 
of known talent, wished long since to adopt the European sanitary laws, 
but a Teskerah arrived from the Grand Signior, ordering him “ not to 
wrestle with the will of God.” He was not, however, to be discouraged, 
as he was well aware that his chief opposers at the Porte were inte- 
rested in the annual kaffela of pilgrims. The melancholy and imme- 
diate death of his gallant son, the conqueror of the W ahabees, from 
visiting a female suspected of having the plague, has fully confirmed 
him in the danger of contagion. He had seen, that though this disease 
appeared both in the French and Englisli armies in the campaign of 
1801, it gradually diminished under the care and regulations of our 
board of health, till it totally ceased in 1803, and did not reappear 
until 1813, when it was brought from Constantinople, — between which 
place and Alexandria there have been frequent recriminations, as to 
which has most frequently scourged the other by this fatal importation. 

Some theorists have thought plague to be connected with earthquakes, 
but surely they never recollected that it<3 location is in countries where 
such visitations are rare : others attribute it to volcanic agency, to wluch 
a similar remark applies. It usually breaks out about the latter end of 
March, is exhausted towards the end of June, and expires by the begin- 
ning of November, Here it will be seen by the advocates of marsh 
effluvia as the cause of pest, that it is cifetc when malaria is most active. 
But although, in the pathological features of this disease, there is nothing 
more remarkable than the regularity of its periods, striking exceptions 
occasionally happen : it raged violently in Malta throughout the autumn, 
and in one part, Casal Kurmi, during the whole winter. It has also 
done the same at Smyrna, Algiers, and Alexandria ; and a few years 
ago, Constantinople was ravaged while the snow was a foot deep. Yet, 
it appears pjpobable that, under the usual circumstances, the extremes of 
keat and cold have very considerable cfE^ct in at least diminishing tho 
virulence of the disease, and perhaps in weakening the cause itself. 

In oui own personal interepurse with infected places, we were pre- 
paral to maintain segregation, even under pain of instant death to him 
who should pass a barricade. Our method of curing boats’ crews from 
straggling, and at the s^mc time of ensuring the general safety, was to 
order the boat under the bows, there make their shipmates give them a 
drenching, and then a change of clothes, immersing those they had on 
before in water. On their coming on board the skin was apunged with 
strong vinegar to excite persphration, and they were cautioned to be 
careful in fhture ; — one example proved sufficient. The free use of oil is 
Btiongly recommended as a prophylactic ^ but that it is a sovereign tmU- 
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date, is »a asiefikm liabie la many doubts. In Malta fttittibers of those 
who carried off the inikiled and the dead to the hospitals and the bttrial^ 
grounds died, though regularly anointed with oil, and clad in oilcloth 
^om top to toe^ It is a remarkable fact, tliat a young French suygeoti, 
a prisoner of war, who attemled the plague hospitals to procure his libe* 
ration, frequently felt the pulses of his patients, being the cmly medical 
man who actually did so ; and he survived the ordeal, attributing his 
escape to having kept himself lincler tlie partial mercurial effect called the 
“ walking salivation.*' He was an advocate of the principle of contagion^ 
but thought that one party assigned it power beyond due bounds, while 
the other restricted it wHhin limits far too narrow. 

It being a received opinion* in the Levant, among the experienced, 
that the plague is not epidemic, but purely contagious, we must coincide 
with those who legislate on the latter principle. Were it otherwise, 
why should those who are cleanly in their habits, and cautious in 
avoiding contact with the infected, uniformly escape the disease'/ 
Witness the consular establishments at Constantinople, 8^nica, Smyrna, 
Aleppo, and other stations, in which most of the Christian families shut 
themselves up during six or seven months in the year, in domestic 
quarantine. The ground-floor of the consulate at Alexandria is thickly 
inhabited by Frank servants and tradespeople, who frequently neglect 
the proper precautions. The plague has been more than once intro- 
duced among them -, and in upwards of eighty Maltese died in 

that part of the liouse ; yet such is the efticacy of segregation, that the 
families of Messrs. Lee, Thurburn, and others, who resided on the floor 
immediately above the scene of misery, .enjoyed uninterrupted health. 

From these details, tlie result of considerable practical acquaintance 
with the subject, we strongly ineline to the contagious nature of plague : 
an inference, indeed, that has emboldened ns to visit infected countries 
•with but little apprehension. The argument whether the clisease be ori- 
ginally incligenotis or cnderaic, matters little ; it is enough for us to 
know, that the stage wherein we meet it is infective and transportable, not- 
withstanding tlierc are many remarkable exemptions which countenance 
some of tlie anti-corvtagion evidences as to absolute and abstract miasm. 
TRat the effects of the morbid poison are mitigated by the increased com- 
fort and cleanliness of later ages, is unquestionable ; but until the true 
cause of its origin and spread is less inscrutable than it now appears to 
be, it would be folly to remove the effectual restrictions placed over it, 
merely because we do not understand how it is that tliey preserve us. 
But while we recommend the severe enforcement of precautionary- 
measures, we do not advoc^ the luw of quarrantine, as at present 
written and practised ; nor can we say miicb for the efiiciency of our 
lazzaretti^ or th^ officers and guartliwn^ who attemf them. Thts partly 
arises from oiw fortunate igiforanee in EngWnud on matters of plague ; 
so that we will only state, on this point, that a well-digested code of 
regulations, recognized by all the European^ powers, would remove 
many of the arbitrary vexations of commerce, and also establish a surer 
safeguard where danger is really to be apprehended ; wljile in its 
operation, the expurgation of susceptible goods would be more effica- 
cious, and personal confinement less caprieious. 

To be more particular : from dread of so horrible a visitor as the 
pesl, a euslom has arisen of ghing or denying permission to mix or 



200 


ON PLAGUE AND QUAEANTINE, 


negotiate with those states under such apprehension, but upon certain 
conditions and qualifications. These conditions are generally severe, 
but are most rigorous at maritime towns, where, tliough a source of 
great profit to the employed, they are often an intolerable detriment to 
merchants, and militate no less against the public than against indi- 
viduals. The principal ground of vindication is, that the preservation 
of health is every way paramount. We grant this; but although it is 
difficult to enact exact rules, *or make an invariable standard, that would 
not cause recrimination among nations, yet various abuses may be cor- 
rected, and many of the commercial fetters removed without diminishing 
our safety. As it is in proof that there is scarcely an instance on record, 
wherein the plague has not been clandestinely introduced, we tliink that 
no remission of quarantine regulations should take place upon any 
theory which wars with sense and 'experience ; but it appears certain 
that in most cases there is an unnecessary extension of them. More- 
over there is often much knavery afloat in depreciating one mevcliaiU’s 
goods to the preferment of another’s, a practice which — mlvo sanitatis 
—there arc very favourable opportunities of eflecting. The cluirges 
for airing goods are, in most parts, very high, and allbrcl, at the same 
time, the means of ascertaining ihcir quantity, quality, and condition, 
to the prejudice of the proprietor. Ships sometimes run into ports from 
stress of weather, from unsuspected places, and with clean bills; yet 
the masters are obliged to dance attendance three or four days at the 
Sanita for pratique, and compelled to pay dearly for needful ])rovisions 
during the lime. Dispatches and correspondence are intcrruj)Led very 
needlessly, and sometimes capriciously ; nor are there wanting abundant 
proofs that political, and even nefarious objects liave been forwarded on 
such occasions. As for the complaints .of' tJie mere wanderers called 
travellers, — in seven cases out oi ten, it were well if the privations were 
even augmented ; wholesome confinement, shaved heads, and leisure foi 
reflection would be of wonderful service to most of them. 

Sufficient experience hAs been gained in Malta and tlie Ionian islands 
to shew that susceptible effects, however impregnated with infectious 
yffus, can be purified by air and water in six or seven days ; — and as it 
is also admitted by those most acquainted with the subject, tliat the p-st 
cannot lie dormant any considerable lime in tlie human system, it seems 
that quarantine, need not be extended to the periods established : our 
own belief is, that seven days for a quarantine of observation, fourteen 
for a clean one, and twenty-one for a foul one, rigidly enforced, Would 
answer every purpose— save that of Health-office emolument. Under 
the first class, we would include all 'thope countries which may lately 
have been visited by disease, but are again in free pratique, — as well as 
those places contiguous to infection, on whose regulations strict reliance 
cannot be placed : in the second class we would place those countries 
subject to pest, but actually clean of it at the time ; and to the third 
class we would confine all ships from countries where the plague is 
known to be in action ; and where foul bills are issued. Of these, the 
last is perhaps the least dangerous of the three; since it is the most 
dreaded and the best attended to. The* quarantine pf observation re- 
quires to.be most looked after, having been regarded too much as a mere 
ceremony ; *^0 that, though we would shorten its period, we would 
increase its rigour. Men-of-war may be favoured, according to discre** 
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tion, upon the captain’s report ; for what with cleanliness, caution in 
communication, constant medical aid, and their carrying- no cargo, 
^there is not a single instance of the plague having been introduced by 
them. Still, all carpets, shawls, and other susceptible articles purchased 
by officers of king's ships, when in the Levant, should be carefully packed 
in woodi previous to being embarked, and given over, at the first lazza- 
retto they arrive at, for expurgation. All cases of overhauling vessels 
at sea ought to be scrupulously reported on coming into port. 

As to passengers, there are two modes of performing quarantine, 
which, if properly conducted, may be continued. The first, or common 
mode, is for a person to remain the prescribed time in the lazzaretto 
with all his effects, apparel, and. papers, which receive pratique with 
him : the second is the “ Spoglio,” or that wherein tlie person, under 
certain precautions, is undressed, smoked, attired in fresh clothes, and 
passed through the barriers, leaving his effects behind him for expur- 
gation. In the last instance he is carefully examined by the medical 
officers and others, to see that he has no external marks of infection on 
his body, — none of those eruptions, 

The token'd pestilence 

Where death is sure.” 

Our friends of Venice, Marseilles, and Leghorn, who plume them- 
selves as the most perfect corps of health legislators existing, would be 
startled at ibis proposal : but we can whis})er many points of neglect, 
even under llieir “ best’’ of regulations. Wc ask whether, in cither of 
their lazzarctli, all the letters and papers are opened and put into the 
stove? Whether all the wearing apparel pf passengers, and the whUe 
contents of tlieir baggage are subjected to that strict examination and 
exposure so necessary to ca^ry yff the lurking seeds of any infection ? 
If not, — then is there as much peril to be apprehended from the effects 
of^ person who has performed quarantine, as from one who has not. 
But luckily, it is not in lazzarctli that we are to look for danger ; be* 
cause, when really foul cases do occur, there are few persons of such 
venal depravity as not to exert their whole power of discipline, were it 
only from motives of self-preservation ; nor do we know of any instance 
on rcfcord of contamination being propagated in a country by either 
passengers, or goods, which have performed the prescribed quarantine. 
Tliis goes far to prove that it is not such an easy matter.to carry the 
infection, as alarm would lead us to believe-; but it also brings the con- 
viction that the process may be better executed than it has been, and in 
less time ; strengthening our assertion, that it is llie prevention of clan- 
destine communication with ships that calls for the utmost vigilance. 

To make our “ reform” work well, three primary conditions arc 
absolutely necessary : 1. A well-digested code of laws, — vigorous, just, 
and impartial, equally binding •on* the prince and the peasant; and 
which ought to be made universal, by all the powers of Europe taking 
a part in its formation, and becoming pledged for its enactment, 
observance, and fulfilment*. 2. Spacious, air/, and wdl-appointcd 
lazzaretti, so near a port of sufficient capacity for vessels to lie at their 
own moorings, that the merchandize to be expurgated may be"^ easily 
discharged into them, by the crews of th^ships which bring them.; and 

— — ^ j 

* Might not Mdhamraed Ali bo elected into the Synod ? — He is a capital fellow, 
and has recently been elected a member of the Royal Asiatic Society of London !. 
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the necessity of punts or shore-boats, as much as possible avoided, — by 
the use of which a most dangerous source of communication is opened, 
and opportunities for smuggling afforded. 3. Efficient and well-dis- 
ciplined officers and guards, — a desideratum only to be obtained by 
establishing a health-police corps, into which only men of known good 
character should be admitted either for life or limited service, and they 
should be entitled to half-pay or superannuation, on certificates of 
general attention, secrecy, and fidelity. From this corps should be 
taken all tlie branches of the quarantine department, even to the 
boatmen, and sentries in the interior precincts of the lazzaretti. Should 
these men also form part of the militia of the country in which they are 
stationed, the expense would be much reduced, while the trust would be 
incomparably safer in the hands of an organized body, than in those of 
the hap-hazard set who now seek the employment. 

In most countries the superintendence of the health department is 
managed by a body selected from the respectable part of the inhabitants, 
and is generally denominated “a Board.*’ In England, though so far 
removed from the scenes of danger, the sacred charge is in the hands 
of the Privy Council of the King. In Marseilles it is entrusted to the 
Chamber of Commerce. In Venice, three commissioners, of approved 
integrity and reputation, are chosen by the Senate for the office. In 
Leghorn, the Board is composed of the governor, the captain of the 
port, the chief medical men of the city, and tlie principal ofiicers of tlio 
health department. In Malta, during the time of the Knights, the duty 
was executed by the whole council of the Order ; and it met in the 
vestry of St. John’s Church, every Sunday morning after mass, to de- 
liberate upon the reports of the two knights who were appointed com- 
missioners of health, by annual election^ Boards of this description 
give confidence, not only to the inhabitants of the country itself, but 
also to other states ; and the higher the character and independence of 
those who form it, the greater will that confidence be ; in proof of this, 
vessels from ports that can boast a strict health-office, are sooner 
admitted to pratique than others *, and the advantage thence accruing to 
commerce, is more extensive than can be easily calculated. 

But it is not the character of the primary boards that in general 
create dissatisfaction ; the chief ground of complaint lies in the details 
of the office, .and in none more than the fumigation of correspondence. 
Thb is an important portion of the officers* duty, and one very repug- 
nant to the feelings of those who are to receive the letters. If the 
practice of inclosing samples of susceptible matter in packets could be 
abolished, there is no actual necessity for opening them, there being no 
instance in which a smoked paper has conveyed infection ; and the 
being cut through with a chissel, and held over burning straw and 
sulphur, is as effectual an ordeal as the* case requires. Those wlm have 
the charge of fumigating letters, ought to be men of great discretion ; 
and where the papers are unfolded, should be sworn ^U> secrecy, and 
kept in strict quarantine during the performance of the duty. 

In conclusion,— should any of his Majesty’s Ministers stumble over 
these our lucubrations^ and wish to place the quarantine establishments 
of this* mighty empire on a better footing than they are, — they may, by 
addressid^ a letter to ourselves^ hear of something to tlteir advantage. 
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From Port Boyal there ia a Sound extending to Rock Fort, a dis- 
tance of eight or nine miles ; the channel for ships lies on the larboard 
or in-shore side, the entrance to which is close to an extensive fortifica- 
tion called Fort Augusta, but more commonly Musquito Fort. Kings- 
ton is situated in a curve of the Sound, to the north-east, and is an 
extensive city, with considerable trade : the inhabitants are said to 
amount to 20,000 of all descriptions ; among whom are many of the un- 
fortunate fugitives from St. Domingo, and a considerable number of 
otlier foreigners, and Jews. There are many very good and extensive 
dwelling-houses, and large well-built apd established hotels and taverns ; 
among these “ Bennett’s” took the lead, and deservedly so, the host 
having been a very worthy member of society. 

The markets of Kingston are well supplied with articles qf consump- 
tion, but almost everything bears a higher price here than in other 
places ; living, indeed, in this city, is very expensive, the most trifling 
repast falling little short of a dollar t- Perhaps there are no people, 
not even excepting the Anglo-Indian nabobs, who live more sump- 
tuously, or enjoy all the luxuries of life in greater profusion than the mass 
of the mercantile gentlemen of this tropical metropolis, notwithstanding 
the vast expense attending such a course of life. It may, however, be 
doubted, whether many of the individuals constituting the class of mer- 
chants, after a lapse of years, retire with ample fortunes, like their coun- 
trymen of the Fast. The honest old Eifglish hospitality, so much in 
vogue in the “ golden days good Queen Bess,** after languishing at 
home, has been transported to the West Indies, and here, in the strictest 
sqpse, it reigns unalloyed ; — may it continue unimpaired, — and long, 
very long, may the good people enjoy the means of ensuring much of 
their own liappincss, by endeavouring to render others happy ! 

A military barrack ia situated in the northern suburb, and in that 
quarter there are a number of very pretty villas which attract notice. 
The Admiral’s Pen J , a very agreeable country residence, lies at a little 
distance on the road to Spanish Town ; the house is spacious and well- 
built, in the West India style, and provided by the local government for 
the convenience of the naval commander-in-chief; and it appears it 
was its intention to have been equally liberal with the Easst India Com- 
pany in the supply of a certain sum of money to naval officers for their 
tables, but the then Commander-in-chief, (either Sir Peter, or Sir Hyde 
Parker, as I have understood,) ffbm some motive not now clearly known, 
declined the generous oifer; which, as may be supposed, has not 
since been renewed. Not knowing the Circumstances wliich passed at 
the time of the offer, I shall' make no further remarks, than that the 

♦ Continued from p. 62. ^ ^ 

f The Spanish dollar is 6s. dd. currency ; the exchange 40 per cent. 

The Jamaica papers lathjrly have complained bitterly of the ne^ect of their 
Ulaiid, by withdrawing the presence of the naval Comniander-in-chief. K appears 
that the Admiral’s house, from not receiving n^^cessary repairs, was said to be unte- 
nantable, but the House of Assembly, considering the interests of their jsland neg- 
lected by the mother-country, ore said to bo indifferent about the matter. The cuy 
cumstanees are to be regret^* 
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naval officers, subsequently serving on the station, have had reason to 
regret it — especially the captains and commanders, who having, from the 
practice of the service, to keep a table, find the outlay considerably 
exceed their pay ; and I have no doubt many have been obliged to 
encroach upon their own private fortunes. Of course I speak of those 
who have not large incomes : to the officer of wealth it could be of no 
moment. The military, with more wisdom accepted, and continued to 
enjoy the gratuity until veVy lately ; which must have afforded partial 
relief in a country where everytliing is so extravagant in price, which 
the following charges will substantiate : — 

£> s. d. 

For washing linen, three months , • . 10 18 4 

A Lieutenant’s until ess coat • , 13 0 0 

One pair of boots, one pair of shoes • .400 

One pair of blue trow^ers . . • 4 0 0 

One dinner, bed for three nights , .257 

Second breakfast of cold meat . • 0 8 4 

Breakfast • . « • • 0 6 8 

There is a Botanical Garden near Kingston, where a great variety 
of tropical plants are cultivated, but which I had not an opportunity of 
seeing; a circumstance I very m*uch regret. Some new varieties of 
Eastern fruits have been successfully introduced into the island, and are 
already multiplied in an astonishing degree. The bread-fruit, the jack, 
the mango, and others have found their way into every part, and very 
much increase the comforts of the inhabitants ; the formeiv wliich in 
point of utility seems to demand the first title to attention, is not, how- 
ever, held in such high estimation by the negroes as it is by the nati\es 
of the Polynesia of the Great Ocean ; which may perhaps proceed from 
its use being of less absolute necessity to *tbe former, as it is assuredly 
to the other people. In times of scarcity, however, when plantains and 
ground provisions fail, it is probable it will rank higher in the estima/- 
tion of the negroes than it does at present. I acknowledge not to trace 
any resemblance between this fruit and bread, and think the name w^as 
applied to it rather as being likely to prove a substitute fur that “ staple 
of life." 

I could not learn whctlier tliat delicious fruit the mangostein, so highly 
praised by Oriental travellers, has found its way into the isles of the 
West ; if not yet introduced, it would seem a great omission, as the fruit 
is said to be the finest in the world. 

The distance from Kingston to Spanish Town, or as it is officially 
termed, Jago de la Vega (St. James of the Plain), the scat of govern- 
ment, is thirteen miles ; the road, the grpater part of the way on a level, 
is the fini’St in the island. The houses are not numerous, and the 
town has more the appearance of a* neat country village than the capital 
of an important island. The country around is in many parts romantic 
and picturesque, and the air much cooler than at Kingston. The public 
offices form three sides of a square, ornamented at the upper side -with 
a temple and* a statue erected to the memory j)f Admiral Lord Rodney, 
whose victory over the Comte cle Grasse prevented a meditated attack 
on this island. The natives have ev«r since held this victory as an 
event which saved their country from spoliation ; and at this day the 
memory df the gallant Admiral is still venerated: indeed, even the 
negroes seemed to have imbibed the same feeling, for we find several 
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of them adopting the name of that late veteran officer. The vehicles 
which traverse the fine line of road between the two places are prin- 
► cipally one-horse chairs or gigs, locally called kilter eens. In these un- 
steady carriages the young naval officers often take a land- cruise, and 
seldom return without a capsize, or shaking the chair nearly to pieces 
against the trees on the road* side. 

The passage- vessels between Jiingston ar\d Port Royal are wlierries 
and canoes ; the former are very fine roomy boats, but rather heavily 
built, carrying two shoiilder-of -mutton sails, and from their construction 
are well calculated to sail up and down the Sound under the pressure 
of strong, or as they are usually termed, “fiery” sea-breezes; — lying 
very close to the wind, they make the passage to and fro on opposite 
tacks, seldom having to go about morp than twice, and generally with- 
out tacking at all. The canoes are not so safe during the continuance 
of the sea-breeze ; but as the negroes are careful, and understand the 
management of tlicir frail vessels, fatal accidents are of rare occurrence. 
These long and narrow hollowed logs are provided with one, and some- 
times two, spritsails ; and if the breeze happens to be fresh, the canoe 
generally gets half filled with water, and the passengers in constant 
appreliension of its turning over with them. In the absence of the 
sca-breeze, or during the periods of its least strength, the canoe is pre- 
ferable to the wherry ; which indeed cannot make the passage during a 
calm. At such times an awning is spread over it, and additional men 
are provided to the oars, such as they are, for they do not use paddles 
except to steer by ; and if the passenger happen to drop asleep, which 
generally is the case, the voyage will ajfpcar to him, on awaking, to 
have been performed in a woyderfully short space of time. The con- 
blruclion ot tlie wdierry passage-boat jirovenls the possibility of^ her 
upsotting from the pressure of the wind ; and as the sea in the Sound 
is*siiioolli, she presses through it with astonishing swiftness, under 
the weight of canvas used. To persons unaccustomed to make the 
passage, tlie danger appears great, although in reality there is none ; 
only one instance of a wherry’s swamping came to my knowledge 
wliil^ on tlie Station; and in this instance tlie boat was deeply laden 
with boxes of doubloons and dollars, for a packet-ship ready to sail for 
England. It appeared that on that day, the sea-breeze was very strong, 
and the water unusually agitated ; the vessel, for greater speed, carried 
her sails unreefed, and when near the broadest part, which was most 
exposed to the violence of the wind, she plunged her bows under the 
sw'ell, and sunk to the bottom. One or two of the crew were drowned, 
but the greater part of the treasiflre was afterwards recovered. Had two 
or three wherries b^en employed upon^ihe occasion, no accident would 
have happened. . • • 

According to Sir William Young’s account, in the year 1807, there 
was imported into Great Britain from Jamaica, 1,780,757 cwt. of sugar, 
and from all the other islands, '&c. collectively, i, 707, 739* cwt. ; — tlie 
quantity in favour of Jamaica being 73,018 cwt. Hence, wc may be 
enabled to judge clearly the relative value of that fine island^ when 
compared with our other West India possessions. 

Tlie following list shows the precedency of these possessions as to the 
quantity of sugitr imported into Great Britain from them: — 
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L Jamaica 

2. Grenada 

3. St. Vincent 

4. St. Kitt’s 


5. Barbados 

6. Tobago 

7. Surinam 

8. Dominique 


9. Antigua 

10. IVinidad 

11. Nevis 

12. Demarara 


13. St. Lucia 

14. Montserrat 

15. Tortola 

16. Bahamas. 


The climate of Jamaica, as may be supposed from its geographical 
position, is very warm ; but the sea-breeze by day, and the land-wind 
at night, mitigate the heaj that would be, without their friendly aid, 
almost iptolerable, and render it more salubrious than the generality of 
Europeans seem disposed to believe; yet it must be acknowledged 
that, at certain seasons of the year, and from causes which probably 
are disseminated through the atmosphere, dangerous diseases are pro* 
duced, which have proved destructive to European constitutions. In 
ordinary cases, however, intemperance and neglect of timely precau- 
tions, aided by adreadwhicli frequently pervades the minds of strangers 
on their arrival in the climate, bring on fevers and other disorders that 
often terminate fatally. Much, liowever, depends on the temperament 
of the individual, and in some cases, where there is a predisposition to 
disease, the aid of physic almost becomes useless : the unhappy sufferer 
sickens, and dies in a few hours ; in fact, there are some constitutions 
that cannot exist in so warm a climate. 

The diet of seamen is, I think, an exciting cause, and no doubt 
hastens many of those valuable men to that “ bourne from whence no 
traveller returns.** Much of the food of whicli they partake has a ten- 
dency to impoverish, if not to inflame, the blood, and to render the 
frame liable to disease; but this is a circumstance that has hitherto 
been unavoidable; everythiirg that was considered of use to correct 
the impurities of such food lias been supplied. If, however, the pyro- 
ligneous acid should turn out to be of use in the preservation of fresh 
meat, as has been confidently hoped, we may expect that a change will 
occasionally be made in the particular articles of salted beef and pork, 
by which the condition of tlie seamen will be greatly ameliorated. I 
do not know what truth there may have been in the circumstance, very 
generally current in tlie navy, that the worn-out hack- horses of Cork, 
Dublin, &c., were bought up by the contractors for salted beef f<,>r the 
supply of bis Majesty's ships, curedy and put up with the ox, bull, and 
cow meat ; but much of that article which has come under my observa- 
tion and mas'tication, seemed to justify such an opinion ; and the well- 
known villainous adulterations in different articles of food and drink are 
sufficient to show that tliere are but too many men to be found, in 
England at least, ready to gain profit at the risk of their fellow-beings^ 
health, and in some cases even of their lives ! 

The medium temperature of the air in Jamaica ohas been stated by 
some of the doctors who paid attention to the subject, to be about 
of Fahrenheit ; but tliere is a great range between the maximum and 
minimum, and, as may bo supposed, the heat varies according to local 
situations s .at Port Royal duck-yard, the master-attendant informed 
me that be has known the thermometer, when suspended in the shade 
of a tank-house, rise as high as 120^; and Cap! R. B. James, of the 
Forest^ in Hanover, on the i\orth side of the island, assured me that 
he had i seen it as low as4B^in his piazza. It must be obsertved, 
however, tliat the former place perhaps, the bottist spot in the 
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island, whilst the latter, being situated in the mountains and surrounded 
with forests, is one of the coolest. 

• The northern and eastern sides of the island generally enjoy a cooler 
temperature than the corresponding opposite parts, and are consequently 
much healthier ; the appearance of the inhabitants evidently confirms 
this by the difference in their persons ; for it is not unusual to observe 
many of those of the northern parts, with ruddy complexions, and full 
habits, whilst on the south side swarthy and pallid countenances gene- 
rally prevail. 

The norths which blow occasionally in the months of December, Jan- 
uary, February and March, although they may, and do frequently occa- 
sion devastation among the plantatidns, and endanger the 8hi])ping, tend 
in a great measure to dissipate disease^ and to render the climate more 
agreeable. During my time, and preceding it, norths and westerly 
winds were not so frequent as of later years. 'From 1811 to the present 
time, westerly winds have been so common between Jamaica and Cuba, 
as to be felt during some part of the*day for weeks together ; a circum- 
stance that in the olden time would scarcely have been believed. With 
these exceptions, liowever, there is little variation in tlie general climate ; 
the year is divided into the rainy and dry seasons, the alternations being 
periodical, but subject to some slight irregularities. 

The hurricane months are August, September, and October, when 
violent gales are looked for, and often felt : these dreadful tempests are 
generally local, and their fury soon spent; since 1812 they have been 
more frequent than before that period, happening every two or three 
years. It has been my lot to have experieiTced five hurricanes, and to 
see eight lower masts go over jdie side from the fury of the winds and 
seas, besides encountering niafly severe gales. Off Port Royal and the 
south side of the island a south-west wind often blows, but it is very 
gentle, and retires immediately at the approach of the blustering sea- 
breeze, — retracing its course to the caverns and recesses of the snow- 
capped cordillera of Santa Martha, whence no doubt it originates. 

The great terror of this climate, the yellow fever, has been very 
destructive to our officers and men : out of the ship's company of a 
frigate I belonged to, that arrived in her from England, in little more 
than twelve months there were scarcely a dozen men remaining. It 
has long been a question whether this disease be contagious or not ; 
for my own part, (but with no pretension) as far as 1 am enabled to 
judge from the observations I have made, — having had the melancholy 
and distressing sight of witnessing eighteen unfortunate men dying in 
a day,-— 1 must agree with thoSe who think it is not; and I am 
inclined to believe it has its origin in the first instance from 
miasma^ which deranges the hiliapy organs ; and, corrupting the 
blood, produces inanition and other symptoms of the yellow disease. 
The fact, that old stagers and natives whose constitutions are inured to 
the changes which take place in the climate, and are therefore less 
liable to infection, are seldom attacked by it, and the negroes rarely, if 
ever, appears to support the inference drawn ; for if it were contagious, 
or communicated by contact, all alike woukj be liable, when in commu- 
nity, to suffer ; whereas it is certain that those persons who ha’.« been 
the shortest titnelit the country are most subject to its inAuence. 
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i .p,erhapa nothing tends to augment the general disease in tropical 
climates, among our seamen, more than the confined air which they 
breathe between decks, and damp clothing, — which at times, indeed, ic 
unavoidable. As a convincing proof of the former, it has been observed 
on this station that the crews of corvette-built vessels have been con- 
siderably more healthy than those of other ships. Tlie fine set of men 
belonging to the Echo sloop-of-war, who had been a series of years on 
this sta'tion, may be given as a particular instance. On the contrary, the 
crews of the frigates suffered to a frightful extent ; and I think we may 
venture -to affirm that ships arriving from Europe during the wet 
seasons will be more liable to have their crews affected with disease, 
tlian those which may come to the station during any of tlie other 
months of the year. 1 most gincerely hope our men-of-vvar will be 
supplied, if they are not so already, with that invaluable article known 
by the name of chloride of hmcXoxynwriatc of lime), for correcting 
the impurities of foul air, &c. I have had the pleasure of seeing it tried 
in the torrid zone, in one of the most unhealthy ports in the world, on 
board of a vessel, whose crew remained in health, although surrounded 
by other ships wherein death was making dreadful ravages. Indeed, so 
convinced am I of its efficacy in preventing the diseases incidental to 
warm climates, that, possessing, as I do, an ardent attachment towards 
the old service in which I have been nurtured, and a sincere regard for 
its valuable members, no one circumstance would afford my mind more 
real satisfaction than to hear of its general use in our ships •. 

Our seamen, too, in this climate, are subject to ulcers in theirjimhs, 
generally in the feet and leg^, frightful to behold,— probably proceeding 
from impurity of blood, originating in the diet of salted meats. I have 
witnessed lamentable instances of the height and obstinacy of this 
dreadful disease. Peruvian bark, in powder, has been used with much 
success externally ; but fresh diet with vegetables and fruit seem alone 
capable of stopping its progress, and its entire cure probably would, 
seldom yield to anything except a change of climate, Tlie citric acid 
maybe a very good antiscorbutic; but. in this instance it appears to 
have little or no power even in checking the rapid strides of t^s can- 
kerous disease of the limbs ; and I am of opinion that it loses its efficacy, 
and is rather detrimenUil by constant use. With me. it had always the 
effect of creating bile, and producing an unpleasant acidity in the sto- 
mach, which the fresh juice of the lime or the lemon made into lemon- 
ade never caused. I do not know by what name the surgeons have 
distinguished the abovementioned formidable disease (which cannot belong 
to the cutaneous class, as it dips to the very bone) but it appears to differ 
materially from the sea scurvy— .that bane to ancient mariners — and may 
properly be termed the “ consuming 9 anker.” 

It would be a very proper additional point of duty, to that which the 
surgeon's assistant has to perform, if he were directed, (on the West 
India stations,) at the divisional inspection of the ship's company, which 
takes place every day when at sea after breakfast, to question the men 
indi>7idually, if they have any spot or other indication of ulcer upon their 
legs.; for there is no doubt, that tHey often, when left to themselves, 


* It might be xnauufacluted in the dockyards, at a much lesiif expense than it can 
be purchased for* 
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neglect to inform the surgeon of the first appearance of this disease^ and 
the consequence of which has been often the loss of limb or of iife ; as 
the salt-water with which their feet are so constantly wet, acts as a 
caustic to these ulcers, and without doubt greatly irritates and. inbreases 
them. 

Noctalopiat or night blindness, is also a common distemper among 
the seamen ; many instances 1 have witnessed, and in our frigate the 
men were affected with it to an'alarming degree. The immediate cause 
of this singular nocturnal defect of the visual organs, which appears to 
be peculiar to those climates that are not subject to freezing cold, has 
never, 1 believe, been satisfactorily pointed out. It was suggested to 
me that lime-juice diluted with water is a remedy ; and I have also 
heard that tobacco-juice is of service. Upon due reflection, I am in- 
clined to attribute its origin to a nerVous affection of the coats of the 
stomach, rather than to any internal disorganization of the membranes 
of the eye ; and if my position be near the truth, tonics would be of 
service. • 

The sailors have a common notion, that sleeping upon deck with 
their eyes exposed to the light of the moon, is the occasion of the ma- 
lady ; and hence it has been termed by them “ moon-blindness.*' The 
question naturally arises, — Can there be any foundation for this idea ? 
I have heard it ridiculed as a mere whimsical speculation of this ec- 
centric class of men. I think, however, that Jack’s solution of this 
cliirurgical case is a very natural conclusion, and perhaps, at last, may 
be found consistent with the true cause, whenever the point be deter- 
mined. Many persons, it is well known^ sleep with their eyes open, 
among sea-faring people especially. It is also true, that our ship's 
companies are permitted, whGn*tliere is no occasion for their services, 
during a niglit-vvatcli in warm countries, to sleep upon the deck, — the 
operation then, of the rays of light from the moon, striking upon the 
naked or exposed eye, and cohcentraling into one focus on the pupil, 
and thus acting upon the retina for some time, may occasion, I con- 
ceive, a dimness, or even a total deprivation of sight, whenever the 
organ thus aflected becomes again exposed to the exciting cause. Let 
the fiye be exposed to the rays of the sun, even transiently, and*a par- 
tial, although momentary, dcpiivation of sight takes places. If the eye, 
therefore, by casual (such as sleep) or violent means, be kept for some 
time opposed to the rays of the sun, there would be little doubt of blind- 
ness following. As tiic moon is a medium of light without heat, the 
effect of her concentrated rays acting upon the nerves of the eye, when 
steadily fixed, would be consklerably milder, and perhaps produce 
partial blindness only; and the fact, of only a certain number out of 
some hundreds thus exposed, beiitg affected, seems to strengthen the 
idea — for only a few out of the many may be supposed to sleep with their 
eyes open, or to be placed in that precise position necessary for the full 
effect of the wonderful planet’s power. 1 muBt,,however, .leave others 
more competent than myself to determine the question ; mine are spe- 
culations made, like Jack's, without any pretensions to stability.^ 

[To be continufcl."] 
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ILLUSTRATIONS OF CAVALRY WARFARE^ 

Captain Gansauoe, of tlie Prussian Lancer Guard, has lately 
published, at Berlin, a small volume of military contents, under 
the title of Kriegswisscnscliliftliche Analecten, wherein, along with 
Other matters, he gives an account of three cavalry actions, fought 
during the campaign of 1813, between the French troons and a brigade 
of Cossasks, to which the able and well-informed author was himself 
attached. These actions prove so clearly the great ignorance of cavalry 
strength, and proper mode of employing that arm, prevalent even in 
the last campaigns of the war, that I cannot refrain from presenting 
them to the reader in illustration of what has already been written on 
this subject. They arc, in fact, as the newspapers say of the annuals, 
perfect gems of their kind, and gems, therefore, they shall be termed. 

GEM THE FIRST, 

It was on the 19th of August, soon after the expiration of the 
armistice, when tlie French troops had already begun to press back 
the allies in the direction of Berlin and Potsdam, that the regiments of 
Don Cossacks, under the command of Colonel Bichalow, received 
orders to undertake a reconnoissance in the direction of Lukenwalde. 
These troops, who had bivouacked on the Treboinroad, advanced in con- 
sequence through Scharfenbriich and Walterdoff. As the French picquets, 
stationed in the latter places, retiretl at our approach, we soon obtained a 
full view of the meadows that extend to the northward and eastward of 
Lukenwalde. While we were yet engaged in driving back the enemy’s 
picquets, a mass of cavalry, greatly exceeding us in number, advanced in 
haste from the town, ami drew up in our iront ; they were formed in 
column of squadrons, and as the skirmishers fell back, and joined 
the main body, we had soon nothing but this heavy mass before us. 
Though the Cossacks could gain little in a contest witli so large a force, 
it was equally evident that still less was to be risked in assailing them ; 
so that urged, partly by their natural instinct, and partly by command, 
they pushed forward to the attack. The French advanced at a short 
trot to meet us ; under the apprehension, probably, that the Russians 
would attempt to dash into the intervals between the squadrons these 
were closed up, almost to quarter distance. Thus formed they bore 
directly down upon the centre of our line, which instantly opened out ; 
the Cossacks, throwing themselves on the flanks and in the rear of the 
hostile column ; and the French, finding no enemy to contend with in 
front, soon halted, whilst the warriors ef the Don kept firing into the 
mass, or spearing the flank files g»f their enemies. The French had by 
this time got into such complete confusion, that they could undertake 
Bo evolution of any kind, and the Cossacks, on their part, totally unable 
to move in compact order, never thought of dispersing, by a bold 
onset, the helpless mcdi they were thus assailing ; but perfectly conscious 
that, as individual horsemen, they had nothing to dread from sUch un- 
skilful '•adversaries, continu^ to fire at them, and to execute partial 
charges whenever opportunities offered. The French, whose flank 
flies had. faced outward, and whose rear files had gone to the right- 
about, also sprung their carbines, so that a regular, if not very destruc- 
tive! fu$iUade ensued, and lasted for upwards of half an hour. At the 
expiration of this time, the beads of some infantry columns were seen 
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advancing from Liikenwalde in the direction of the meadows on which 
wo were fighting: they were accompanied by artillery, and the first 
shots fired at us served as a signal for the release of the column of 
cavalry so singularly surrounded. - Colonel Bichalow, perceiving that 
nothing could be effected against so superior a force, withdrew hia 
troops by the way of Scharfenbruck, without being pursued by a single 
Frenchman. It was perfectly evident, . that a want of skill in 
manoeuvring, and a total ignorance of the real nature of cavalry action, 
had induced the French to crowd together into that ominous column. 
One-third of their number, well and bravely led, would have driven the 
three regiments of Cossacks from the field with perfect ease ; whereas, 
by the conduct pursued, they owed their liberation only to the speedy 
advance of their infantry and artiljpry. This action also gave ample 
proofs of the utter unfitness of the Cossacks for anything like a home 
charge, as well as of the little that can be effected by their loose and 
scattered mode of fighting. 

GEM THE SECOND. 

Soon after the battle of Dennewitz, when the Cossack regiments 
already named were hovering about Konigsbriick, near Dresden, 
Colonel Bichalow was ordered to observe, and if possible to attack, tho 
French cavalry that had been pushed forward from the latter place 
towards Grobsen-Hayn ; vve broke up, therefore, on the 18th of Sep- 
tember, and proceeded to Esteleverda. Here we learnt that the villages 
to the south of Muhlberg were occupied by French cavalry, and it was 
immediately resolved to attack them jn their quarters. Before we 
attained the heath extending between Muhlberg and Spanberg, we 
fell in with General Ilowaisky,«who assumed the command of the whole 
Cossack force, which, including the regiment he had brought along 
with him, amounted in all to about 1200 men. Whether this meeting 
was accidental, or tho result of previous arrangement, I pretend not to 
know. As soon as vve had fairly cleared the wood of Muhlberg, we 
discovered the French cavalry near Borack, some already formed, others 
advancing at a trot from the villages farther in the rear. I was after- 
waifls told by the prisoners, that they had two thousand men present 
on the ground. 

While the Cossacks were occupied in forming up, the French had 
also completed their movement ; their entire body, except a feeble 
reserve placed at a considerable distance behind, was formed, en muraille^ 
in a single line, without intervals. The Cossacks threw themselves upoa 
the unwieldy mass, and were reficived with a sharp fire from the enemy’s 
carbines; the French had not even drawn their sabres. The Bus- 
sians, at first, gaVe way before t^is fir^ ; and whilst they were again 
forming and preparing for another onset, a movement was observed in 
the enemy’s hue. I expected that wc were to be attacked ; but 1 waa 
mistaken, for the French only wheeled outward^ with a view to gain 
ground for the necessary intervals between their squadrons, and, having 
effected this, they again wheeled up. The object of this clyinge of 
formation was, I suppose, to prevent their flanks from being turn^ ; a 
mode of attack the Cossacks instinctively adopt on all occasions^. 

Both parties got ready with their new arrangements about ^the same 
time. The Cossacks were pretty sharply told not to shrink from the 
fire of the carbines ; and officers rode behind the line with orders to 

V 2 
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cut down the first man who should fall back. Several sc^uadrons were 
also appointed to turn the enemy during the progress of the front 
attack. These orders were punctually obeyed; the Cossacks pressed 
in upon the French, and surrounded their separate squadrons ; and 1 
had here an opportunity of seeing several of the enemy’s dragoons, who 
hs^d fired their carbines at us, cut down or speared before they could 
put sword in hcand. At first, the French defended themselves as well as 
men could do, when contending at a halt against active and constantly- 
moving enemies ; but some of the squadrons having turned, the rest 
gradually followed the example. The reserve, also, instead of advancing 
to the support of the front line, only joined the flight ; so that in a short 
time the entire plain, as far as the wood of Jacobsthal, towards which 
every one hurried, was covered with scattered horsemen. Not a single 
half squadron was to be seen together, — it was a complete chase; 
during which most of those who were afterwards taken fell from their 
horses. Behind the heath which we entered on passing the wood, and 
which was the last scene of this extraordinary race, a line of French 
Cuirassiers was unexpectedly discovered, and their calm and imposing 
attitude at once commanded halt, without any order to tliat eifcct 
having been at all found necessary. Satisfied with our victory, we 
returned through the wood to Miihlberg. 

The defeat of the French on t^is occasion was entirely owing to their 
inability to move, and to the want of confidence in their own prowess, 
naturally resulting from such a deficiency. 

OEM THE THIRD. 

When, on the 11th of October, Colonel Bichalow’s brigade of Cos- 
sacks, forming the advanced guard of General Bulovv’s corps, was halting 
at Debitch, their picquets got entangled in i skirmish with those of the 
enemy stationed on the road to Eilenburg. As the French came up in 
some strength, they easily drove back the Russians, so that Colonc'l 
Bichalow was forced to send a couple of hundred men to the support 
of his skirmishers, in order to allow the rest of the brigade to feed their 
horses at leisure. I accompanied this detaclimcnt, and had an oppor- 
tunity of witnessing the whole of the action that ensued. At a short 
distance behind the village of Berendorff, through which, in our turn, 
we drove the French, the ground forms a few wave-like ridges, covered 
here and thefe with a little underwood. As we approached these 
hillocks, and while very carelessly driving the French division before 
US, a regiment of Chasseurs that had been concealed by the inequality 
of tile ground, suddenly made their appearance. Fortunately for us, 
they attacked us only on a trot, and in column of squadrons, so that we 
easily evaded the onset of such s^iperior numbers. The officer who 
commanded the Cossacks had,<at the* copimencement of the affair, left 
one-half of his men behind, to act as a reserve, — an arrangement that, 
in a little time, again brought the action to a stand ; for as soon as this 
second line joined us, Ahe French halted, threw out skijtmishers, and, 
going to the right-about, retired at a trot, followed by the whole swarm 
of Cossacks, who, every moment, expected to see their enemies get into 
confusion ; every Cossack being firmly convinced that, as an individual 
horseman, he had then notliing to dread from such unskilful riders. We 
had thus followed the French column back to the very hill where they 
first attacked us, when we perceived another body of their cavalry 
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advancing, at a round trot, against our left flank ; they appeared to con* 
sist of two squadrons, and proved, as I afterwards learned, to be the 
Hussars of Elsass. As the commander of the Cossacks had previously 
sent to acquaint Colonel Bichalow that we were engaged with a superior 
enemy, and was consequently in momentary expectation of being rein- 
forced, he did not think it too hazardous to detach the division of his 
left wing in the direction of the advancing JElussars, whilst he remained 
with the centre and right opposed to the Chasseurs, who 4iad again 
halted, and fronted. In this we were, however, something out of our 
reckoning, for the Hussars of Elsass now executed, by regular signal, 
an admirable attack against us. As soon as they were put to a gallop, 
two squadrons that had been ported behind the centre, came up from the 
rear at full speed, and formed one on the right and one on the left of the 
centre squadrons ; the whole regiment then, without firing a single shot, 
threw themselves right down upon us, and, in two minutes, every Cos- 
sack was swept from the ground. (Recollect, reader, d'autres gens 
d'autres soins,) The Chasseurs* took no part in this charge, and only 
followed at a trot. We were driven headlong towards Barendorlf, and 
as it was impossible to ride round the pljice with exhausted horses inca- 
pable of clearing the ditches that divide the adjacent fields, every one 
hurried towards the entrance of the village, where friends and foes got 
completely jammed together, so that «harp hand-to-hand combat was 
the natural consequence. These sort of close encounters are not, as is 
well known, the result of all cavalry actions ; and the Cossacks, who 
carefully avoid them whenever it is possible, were now only forced into 
the fight by the absolute necessity of self-defence. At this most critical 
moment, and at the height of our need, Colonel Bichalow arrived to our 
assistance with the rest of flie brigade. II is Cossacks having galloped 
round the village, rushed with their usual war-cry on the already 
disordered Hussars : those who were still able, instantly turned and fled, 
but the bravest and foremost, who fought with us in the streets, were 
hemmed in, and all either killed, wounded, or taken; the rest threw 
themselves in confusion on the Chasseurs, who, during the action, had 
approached too near the village ; tlieir formation also gave way before 
this crowd of fugitives and pursuers, the whole Frertcli mass got into 
disorder, and the complete rout and chase, so frequently consequent on 
cavalry actions, immediately ensued. We, on our parts, spurred after 
the flying enemy as fast as we could, till we again reached the height 
before spoken of, when the whizzing of some howitzer shells that fell 
amongst us, promptly brought us to a halt ; and Colonel Bichalow con- 
cluding that he had a superior* enemy in front, desisted from further 
pursuit, leaving only a small picquet to observe the French, who soon 
disappeared from the field. , . 

This action did not last more than half an hour; as all the move- 
ments here described followed each other with the greatest rapidity. 
We captured about a hundred horses, and sustained a loss that was far 
from inconsiderable. 

Now reader, before going itfiy further, let us first see wha{ is the 
opinion entertained of the Cossacks by the highest military authority to 
which we can refer ; it will help us to form a correct estimate of the 
warriors with Ivhom we have just seen them engaged. Frederick ll., 
ispeaking of them, says—** Quiconque fait bonne contenance n*a pas 
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grande tuques a courir ; car le regiment de Zietketiy hkn ir^erieuT en 
Tumhre se Soutint seul centre eux sans qu il y cut un Houssard de prU 
ow de hlesskJ* Having established this point, let us next recollect that 
the cayalry who, in column and at a trot, attacked such feeble troops, 
and afterwards formed a kind of solid mob in order to repel them by a 
fire of carbines; who drew up inline to contend, in rcgcXsLr fusillade^ 
with the same foes ; who (orgot they bad sabres by their sides, and 
thought of their spurs only when retiring; who, to say nothing more, 
charged at a trot and fled at a gallop, were the soldiers of Napoleon, 
the boasted military genius of our time ; the very men of whom we have 
been speaking formed part of the army under his immediate command ; 
fought, perhaps, under his own eye ; had certainly been instructed ac- 
cording to his regulations, and, what is still more important, they were 
led by officers who had of course been trained up in the views and ideas 
of cavalry warfare prevalent in the imperial army. And what then 
could those ideas be i As far back as the time of the ancients it was 
known that action constituted the principal force of the cavalry. To this 
Charles XII., Frederick, and Seidlitz, proved, by many a gallant deed, 
that the impulse derived from the strength of the horse should be added. 
But of these matters the French troops, of whom we liave here been 
speaking, were evidently in utter darkness ; they would all, except tlie 
brave Hussars of Elsass, have been much better on foot, without eitlier 
spurs, sabres, or horses ; they would then have been only bad infantry, 
instead of being, as they were, horse-marines incapable of being animated 
even by the bounding motion of the steeds on which they were mounted. 

Perhaps you^ will say that ** the best of the French cavalry had 
been destroyed in Kussia during the previous campaign, and that the 
examples above quoted proved, after all, nothing more than that three 
out of the four commanding officers engaged in these actions happened 
to be men ignorant of their duty ; a very reprehensible deficiency cer- 
tainly, but not one that can be fairly laid to the account of the general 
system of the army, or to its chief, as there are, no doubt, incapable 
officers in every service. 

Granting, for the present, the whole of this proposition, though,the 
second part does not admit of being maintained, it by no means frees 
Napoleon and the French army from the charge of having been igno- 
rant of the real strength and nature of cavalry action. I have here laid 
no stress on the bad horsemanship, and want of skill in manoeuvring 
displayed by the troops, as these glaring deficiencies may, to a certain 
extent, have resulted from the short time the men liad been embodied ; 
nor am I accusing the commanding officers of misapplying any particular 
inodes of fighting : I distinctly charge the whole system, that allowed 
such notions of cavalry warfere to* ei^ist, with feebleness and with 
emanating from ignorant men. That there were many able and enter- 
prising cavalry officers in the French army only proves that men may 
rise at times above the faulty system under which they have been 
trained : that Napoleon and his marshals, who presided over such a 
system, '^ined splendid victories, proves still less, — for it is easy to give 
the rein^s to fortune and to hurj masses of brave men to battle; Attila 
and Alaria, did just as much. It is true, no doubt, that hundreds of 
volumes have been filled with pompous histories of the actions performed 
Jljr the french commanders of mir age* as well as with ^e praise 
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bo«lowed upon them in consequence ; equally true it is that stara« dig-* 
nities, and decoradonSi always deeply stained with the blood of the 
bri|ye, have been lavished upon them and their conquerors. But 
whenever we seek, in the detailed accounts of the scenes of carnage 
that led to all these questionable honours, for tangible and intelligiUe 
proofs of the military skill and genius displayed by the mighty victors, 
we seek in vain, as we find only declamation, and a sickening profusion 
of adulation, everywhere substituted for logic and for science. 


IRELAND. 

Ireland is at this moment in a state of anarchy and confusion, 
bordering on rebellion ; the laws arfi openly disobeyed, and the power 
of the legislature appears insufficient to compel the respect due to 
them ; and in defiance of the warning voice of proclamations, meetings 
are held for the purpose of intimidating those who arc disposed to 
submit to the present order of things. There must be some vital 
reason for the lawless proceedings which agitate this unfortunate 
country to its very centre. 

Ireland has been blessed by Providence with a most productive 
soil, which yields its fruit almost spontaneously ; rivers, abounding in 
fish, flow through its valleys ; and canals, the most splendid in the world, 
afford a ready means of transporting grain and merchandise ; mines of 
various metals are hid in the hearts of the mountains; quarries of 
marble, stone, and slate exist in various parts of the island ; and the 
climate is mild and salubrious. What then can a people possessing 
such a country want? • 

This question has been frequently asked, and a variety of plans pro- 
posed for tranquillizing Ireland ; and those adopted have merely nad 
the effect of calming for a moment the fearful cries of a starving popu- 
lation. Emancipation, it was fondly believed by the poor, would be 
the means of providing them with bread, because they were informed 
so Jby men, whose interest it was to have the measure carried. In 
public and private we were told, “ give the Catholics equal rights with 
their Protestant bretliren, — dissensions will cease, and Ireland become 
prosperous and united.” It would be well for both countries, had 
the sequel proved that these assertions were well-founded. The 
result of granting this boon to the country has been anything but 
what was anticipated by those who implicitly believed the statement^ 
of designing persons. The •great mischief attending emancipation 
was, the manner in which the low^r orders were induced to believe 
that riches would follow close on its .steps, — and once the law of 
the land, the squalid visage of want would depart from their dwel- 
lings. llie sufferings the Irish endure, from the positive want of food 
to appease their craving hunger, are dreadful. This extreme poverty is 
not partial, but universal ; and no idea of their misery and starvation 
can be formed from a comparison with the English pauper ; the latter 
must be supplied with a certain portion of the necessaries of life by the 
laws of ths land ; but In Ireland, where* no system of poor«la^s*is esta- 
blished, the indigent man’s only hope is in the charity of bis fellow- 
creatures, wliich, thpugh abundantly distributed, cannot be regularly 
depended Upon: and living under such privations, nobody can be sur- 
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prised that the Irish listened to the voice of deceit, and followed the 
counsel of men, who instigated them to insist upon having emancipation, 
which, in their ignorance, they imagined would perform the prodigies 
of a magician’s wand, in their ilUfated country. 

The lower orders of the Irish must be at the mercy of the agitators, 
till their natural protectors take compassion on them, and visit their 
neglected estates and tenantry; — not alone for the purpose of ex- 
tracting reluctantly-paid rents from their pockets, but with a view of 
Improving their condition, listening to their complaints, acquiring their 
confidence, and rendering them every assistance in the management of 
their farms ; a line of conduct which will tend more to the well-being 
of Ireland than anything else. The absenteeism of the generality of 
great landholders and men of property has been the cause of the poorer 
classes becoming so depraved, and ready to undertake any scheme, with 
the most remote chance of bettering their condition. Many of them 
having no landlords to whom they are attached residing amongst them, 
and from whom, in distress, they could hope for relief, naturally follow 
the crowd, and arc easily led by persons who flatter them, and under- 
stand the method of using to advantage that popular instrument, — mob 
oratory. Instead of the landed proprietors of Ireland being mentioned 
with respect by their tenants, they are accused (the cibsentees) of being 
hard masters, and of taking no interest in the welfare of their de- 
pendents. With this feeling corroding the breast of the peasants, it 
18 no wonder they should hearken to men, who they fancy have their 
interest at heart ; and however mistaken they may be, having no resi- 
dent landlords to set them rjght, and treat them kindly, they will 
become progressively more discontented, till tlicir smothered vengeance 
breaks out, and causes bloodshed and ruin ii? the country. 

The Catholic religion is considered the great bane of Ireland ; but 
give a man (professing any faith) labour, whereby he can obtain suffi 
cient wages to suppoit bimself and family, and free permission to 
worship tlie Almighty as his conscience dictates, and he will become a 
deserving and useful subject, whether Catholic or Protestant. Starve 
a human being, and persecute him, and you render him a dangerous 
enemy. Tlie priests have at present great influence over their flocks, 
because the latter have no other persons to look up to for advice and 
assistance in the time of need. 

It is in the power of the aristocracy and gentry of Ireland to put an 
end to these disturbances ; and by them only can the good work be ac- 
complished. Force will, no doubt, for a time awe the disaffected in- 
habitants into submission, but this will Qot give wealth and prosperity 
to the Emerald Isle ; concord and repose are the only remedies which 
can effectually benefit the land : anS this is to be brought about by her 
own sons,— not by a single individual repairing to his home, but by the 
great body of absentees coming to a determination to reside on their 
own properties, and attempt to gain by kindness the good will of those 
whom they have so long neglected. No country can prosper when its 
riches ^re drawn from it without an adequate return. If half the 
revenue derived from the soil of Ireland were expended in that 
country) — if the nobles and gentry were to open their mansions, in 
different j^rts of the country, and promote and reward^ industry and 
ddigence, by improving their domains and reclaiming waste lands,— 
Ae advanta^s would be incalculable. Once establish a ^ood under** 
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strides. Were Ireland to become a safe held for speculators* thousands 
and thousands of pounds would flow into her coffers ; and the persa^ 
verance and ingenuity of man would soon raise her head above want 
and misery, and make her prosperous. The great diflaiculty is, to bring 
her to this enviable state, — no laws will ever do it, — it cannot be 
obtained by confusion : this desirable object is only to be brought about 
by the voluntary return and ^o-operation of the absentees. At first 
it will require a certain sacrifice to be made on the paVt of the 
aristocracy and gentry, as far as their personal comforts and amuse- 
ments are concerned ; but few lovers of their country will allow 
these minor considerations to deter them from saving Ireland from 
destruction. The necessity of preventing further outrage is so ma- 
nifest, that no individuals, possessed of property in the country, can 
refuse to lend their assistance in any way most conducive to its welfare ; 
and if sucli persons will consider the subject attentively, they will be con- 
vinced that the two great wants. arc, the circulation of money and the 
presence of men of rank and character in society, — who, by their 
example, might give a proper direction to the feelings and pursuits of 
the tenantry. The satisfaction of promoting the interest of one of the 
finest countries in the world would amply recompense the absentees 
fertile difficulties they would at first encounter; and the determination 
to exert themselves to the utmost of their power, in ameliorating the 
condition of the farmers and labourers would, in the end, be crowned 
*with success, and lead to the cessation of outrage. 

An Englishman. 

Apart from the military speculations in which we may be ex- 
pected to indulge, the distracted and critical condition of Ireland, and the 
crimes of its teeming population, so leniently adverted to by our contri- 
butor, justify the production of every practical suggestion for the cure of 
those evils. With this view we seize the present opportunity of bringing 
to the notice of authority, a plan for counteracting at least one source of 
popular misery, communicated to us during the agitation of the Catholic 
Question, and resulting from the extensive experience of one of the 
most humane and philosophic observers of Irish character. The sug- 
gestion is conveyed in the following terms : — 

“ Nothing appears more alarming in the present aspect of Ireland 
than her rapidly increasing population, — outstripping beyond all measure 
her progress in civilization, or her means of employment. It has often 
occurred to me, that one of the principal preventives of this great evil 
would be found in a Parochial Provision reserved exchmvdy for the 
CHILDLESS of both scxes. The details will readily occur to the intelli- 
gent persons to whom this suggestion i^ offered. 

“ Those who imagine that the lower Irish, in their early marriages, 
act without reflection or foresight, are quite mistakeri. Persona who 
expostulate with them on this subject are ilfeually silenced by these 
questions, — * If I am without children, what is to become of me when I 
am past my labour ? Must L not perish for want V — ^The facl is, that 
marriage is their oniy provision for old-age — the only providence within 
their reach. . This is the true explanation of the ridicule whteh attaches 
in Ireland to celibacy and barrenness. To be childless is to be poor 
and destitute; and of course an object of derision aud contempt.” 
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From the above it is easy to understemd why marriages aite tootracted 
in Ireland so young and so universally,— entailing tenfold wretchedness 
upon the pauper parties. Yet is even such a state preferable to the 
ruinous effects of the introduction into Ireland of an unmitigated code 
of Poor Laws, holding out a premium to pauper propagation, -debasing 
—tyrannous — fraudulent, and perverted as those still tolerated in Eng^ 
land, — where more vice and misery are generated by the abuse of this 
remedial enactment^ than result from the' absence of so just a provision, 
if duly adfiiinistercd, in any other civilized commupity. Let us hope 
that not only these laws, but the miscalled system of laxo in general may 
undergo an early and thorough revision, in order to adapt it to its legi* 
timate ends. Law, as it is, affords a profession for the lawyer, but' no 
cheap or secure resource for the client. Law, with us, is not a means 
of justice^ being in effect, a scheme of jugglery, per favour of which 
and the brutal prejudices and ignorance of common juries, more legalized 
iniquity is perpetrated in this country than in any other on the globe. — Ed. 

THE LAW. 

[The arms of the Temple are surmounted by a Lamb — hence the following epigi*amj 

Lawyer. — The Temple’s founder set before our eyes 

The lamb — the type of innocence and peace ; — 

Client.-— True ; and the skin is e’er the best disguise 
For gentlemen whose object is to yieece, 

A little work, entitled “A Cry to Ireland,*' has just reached our^ 
hands ; — as far as a liasty glance enables us to judge, it contains matter 
worthy of iierusal. — Ed. 


MEMOIR OF THE SERVICES OF THE LATE GENERAL THE EARL 
OF KILMOREV. 

This officer, better known in the army as the Honourable Francis 
Needham, commenced his career as a cornet in tlie 18th Dragoons in 
1762, nearly three-quarters of a century past. From this regiment lie 
removed to the 1st, in wliicli he became lieutenant, and in 1774 he was 
promoted to a troop in the 17th Dragoons. 

Captain Needham served the whole of the American war : he was 
present at the blockade of Boston, at New York, the affairs in the Jer- 
seys, the battles of White Plains and Freshfield, in Pennsylvania, Phila* 
delphi^j|hd Virginia ; at the affair at Ehzabeth Town under General 
Kuyphausen, and in every action in which bis regiment was engaged. 

^om the I7th Dragoons he .exchanged to the 76th Foot, and in that 
regiment was promoted to a majority. At the siege of York Town he 
wns made prisoner. 

On the retluction of tjie army at the peace of 1783, Major Needham 
was placifd 6n;Tialf-pay ; but soon after became Major in the 80th, and 
Lieutenant- Colonel in the 104th Foot. In 1768 lie was appointed to 
^a^mpany in the 1st Foot Guards ; and in 1793 obtained tne rank of 
'Oolbnel, £onscnuent on his appointment of Aide-dc-Canop to the King. 
He subsequently held the respective commissions of da, 2d, and Ist 
Major 4na Lieut.-Colonel of the 1st Foot Guards. In 1795 he obtained 
the rank of Major-General, and in 1802 that of Lieutenant-General. 
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In 1794 he was appointed Adjutaiit*6eneral of the expedition to the 
coast of France under Lord Moira ; and, subsequently, placed on the 
home staff, from which he was removed to serve as second in command 
to Major-General Doyle, in the expedition with Count D’ Artois to take 
possession of Isle Dieu ; which place the troops maintained as long as 
the navy could afford them any protection. 

During the Irish rebellion, and for six years, General Needham served 
on the staff in that country ; Ke was at the* battle of Vinegar Hill, and 
had the sole commStnd at Arklow. 

In 1810 he was appointed Colonel of the 86th Foot, of which regi- 
ment he continued Colonel till his death in the present year. In 1812 
he was promoted to General. 

Excepting his cornetcy in the 18th Dragoons, his Lordship purchased 
all his commissions. Twenty-one years of his services were with his 
regiments, and many of the subsequent years were passed in active 
employ and command. 

As General Needham he was member of Parliament for Newry. In 
1818 he succeeded his brother the late Viscount in iiis title and estates, 
and in 1822 he was created Earl of Kilmorey. 


MEMOIR OF THE SERVICES OF THE LATE THOMAS BOYS, ESQ. 

• VICE-ADMIRAL OF THE BLUE. 

The late Admiral Boys was descended from an ancient family, for- 
merly of Bonnlngton, in Kent, and described by Philipott, in his 
Villare Cantianum, (page 11^91) as “ the numerous and kniglitly family 
gf Bois.** He was grandson of Commodore Boys, Lieut.-Governor 
of Greenwich Hospital, whose remarkable and providential escape 
from the Luxborough galley, when that vessel was destroyed by fire, 
A.D. 1727, is recorded in a printed Narrative of the transaction, (folio, 
London, 1787,) and in a series of well-executed paintings, preserved 
in tlie above institution. His father was W. Boys, Esq. of Sandwich, 
surgeon, author of the Collections for a History of Sandwich, in two 
vols. 4to., a work well-known to antiquaries, and Jiighly prized by them. 

In the “ Memorandum ” of Admiral Boys’s services, given in by 
command to the Admiralty, \i/ith that of other naval officers, some 
years ago, he appears at first serving on board his Majesty’s ship 
Vigilant, Captain Kingsmith, early in 1778. But a friend, well- 
known for his accuracy, writes^ — “ He first served with the late Cant. 
J. Harvey,* in t|}ie Speedwell, eith/er in 1776 or 1777, I believe the 

— ; ■ — 1 — ^ — 

* The same Captain Harvey Tvho afterwards su nobly distinguished himself as 
Captain of the Brunswick, in the action of the 1st of June, and died of his wounds 
then received. Lady Harvey, wife of Admiral Sir Henry Harvey, (the brother of 
Captain Harvey, of the Brunswick,) was Admiral Boys^s aunt ; and to the friend- 
ship and favour of Sir Henry, he always felt himself most highly indebted in the 
course of his professional services. • 

When the Brunswick was hotly engaged on the 1st of June, with an enemy on 
ea(^ side of her — L’Aohille and Le Vengeur,*— Capt. H. Harvey, commanding the 
Ramillies, was able to bear down, and assist his gallant brother, by « single, but 
effectual broadstde, by which incident the brave crew of the Brunswick were not a 
little encouraged and animated. 
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latter.” This apparent discrepancy, however, may be easily recoE^ 
ciJed by supposing that he served, in the first instance, in consequence 
of his youth, without being borne on the ship’s books ; in which case no 
return would appear in the Memorandum sent in to the Admiralty. 
The following is the Document at length ; and perhaps no account 
could more fully exhibit the extent and variety of this officer’s ser- 
vices : — 

MKMOHANDUM OF THE SERVICES OF CAPTAIN THOMAS BOYS. 


Several Bearings 
or Ranks. 


Names of ihe 
several Ships. 


Nnmos of the several 
Admirals, Captains, and 
Commandci s. 


Stations on Mhivh 
the Ship was 
chiefly oinployod. 


Date of 
£ntiy. 


Dale of 
Difcchorge 


Boy \ 

Midshipman . i 

Midshipman . \ 
Masters Mate J 

Midshipman . . . 

Midsliipnian . . . 
Master's Mate . 
Midshipman ... 

Lieutenant .... 
Lieutenant .... 
Lieutenant .... 

liicutenant .... 

Acting Captain 
Comro.inder . . . 
Acting Captain 
Commander . . . 

Post Captain. . . 
Post Captain. . . 

Post Captain. . . 
Post Captain, . 

Post Captain. . . 

Post Captain. . 
Post Captain. . ., 


Vigilant . 


Convert . 


Formhlable . . . 


Montague . . . . , 

Cleopatra 

Assistance ... 


Bonetta 

Rose 

Piiiicess Royal, 

Britannia 


Censeur 

La Flechc .... 
Fortitude . . . . 
Lacedemonian 

Tourtcrelle ... 


Severn . 


Aquilon . 
Saturn . . 


Zealous 


Malta .... 
Ramillios. 


( Capt. R. Kiiigsmith . . ") 
I „ Sir Dighv Oeut . ? 
I. „ Sirfieo. Homo . J 

Capt. Heniy Har\ ey. . . 

f Adm. SirO B. llcMlney \ 

i ('apt Vashon j 

( Adm SirG B Rodney ^ 
i Cupt. (jeorge Bowen . J 
(’apt Henry Harvey . . 
f Comm. Sir C Douglas \ 
1 Capt Bentinck J 

Capt. Ricli. (». Keates . 

Capt. Henry Harvey. . . 

f Adm. Hothnm 1 

i (’apt Holloway J 

I Adm. Uotham | 

\ Ca])t. Ilollow'uy j 

seifi!’.]*.!’...*.!!!!!!!! 

Self 

Self 


Self. 

Self. 

Self . 
Self. 


Self. 

Self. 

Self. 


Channel and ) 
West Indies. . J 

Leeward Islands! 


Jamaica 

Jamaica to 1 
England. . . j 
Channel 


Halifax 

f Halifax, and 1 
I to Kn gland j 
Newfoundland . 

Channel 


Thomaa Bova I Captain l /yo 

1 uomas Boya . . . j u^ar Admiral of the Blue . . 12 Aug. 1819 


Mediterranean . 

Corsica 

Mediterranean , 
Mediterranean . 
Martinique . .. 

( I*eew I si and \ 

I St. Domingo ) 

( St Domingo j 
1. and Jamaica j 
( St. Domingo | 
\ and Jamaica ) 
Coast of Fiance 
f Cadi/, Lisbon, \ 

I Baltic, North I 
jSea, Coast of| 

1 France J | 

Plymoulli 

f Piymoiitli . . . 'k 
/ Medway .... I 

1796 


(Leith 


iul 778 j 
1780 
1782 
Aug 1782 
Dec 1782 
Augl7H3 

Jiin 1784 
[Apr 1786 
1790 

Dec 1792 

1795 
1795 

1795 

1796 

1796 
1796 

1798 
|Marl808 

Oct 1808 

Nov 1815 
Nov 1815 


1780 
Apr 1782 
I Aug 1782 
Nov 1782 

1783 

1784 

Nov 1781 
iDce 1788 
Septl791 

iMarl79J 
1795 
1795 

1795 

1796 

1796 




1798 

1800 
Jun 1808] 

Aug 1814 

1815 
r Pd. oif 

iXa 


As Admiral Boys had not the fortune*^ to hold a command in any of 
the general actions which took plabe since his promotion to the rank 
of Post-Captain, it is not material to trace his progress in those naval 
conflicts of an earlier date, in which, though present, he had less 
opportunity of distinguishing himself, or in his various services ashore, 
wl^ether in Corsica, in the West Indies, in Spain, or at Toulon. 

In Admiral Hotham’s action with the French fleet, 1795 , when the 
Ca-Ira and Censeur were taken, Lieutenant Boys was first of the 
Britannia, (the admiral’s flag-skip,) and he was in consequence pro- 
moted to La Fleche, with the rank of Commander. Shojtly after, in 
Gompany with the Cyclops, Captain H. Hotbam, he was sd fortunate 
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as to obtain information respecting the enemy’s fleet, which led to 
a partial engagement ; the following account of which is extracted from 
a letter to his father : — 

‘ You will have heard of our late falling in with and pursuit of the French 
fleet: had they sought us and attacked us before we had been joined by the 
long-delayed reinforcement, matters might have turned out diferently ; but 
they waited until we had joined, and then, I fancy, not knowing our strength, 
came over close into Fiorenza Ba^, where the whole of our fleet was lying. 
The sea-breeze, which at this season generally sets in during the tlay - time, 
prevented our immediately pursuing them, but in the evening we put to sea. 
We saw nothing of them the next day, when it was my good fortune to 
speak a Ragusan vessel, not above sixteen hours from Toulon, which had 
passed through the enemy’s fleet, and gave us exact intelligence of their 
number and situation. The next morning, after a squally, blowing night, 
our fleet at day-light found itself to wiiJdward of the enemy, and between 
them and Toulon, with the wind at N.W. After arranging our fleet, the 
Admiral wore and stood towards them, at first forming the line ; but seeing 
their inferiority, and desire to get ofl^ he made signal for a general chace. 
About ten there appeared the greatest probability of bringing them to a 
general action, they lying in disorder, almost becalmed, and our fleet going 
down on them with a fresh breeze from the N.W. But, on our van getting 
nearly up with them, we, in our turn, were becalmed ; and they, getting a 
light wind from the eastward, drew out in some order, and crowded sail 
in-shore. At length, the breeze reaching our ships, our van closed up with 
their rear. The Victory and Culloden behaved nobly, and one of their seventy- 

i urs, L’Alcidc, soon struck. Our van were still gaining on the enemy, and 
icamc much separated from the heavy ships in our rear, when unfortu- 
nately the captured ship took fire : this occasioned some confursion in our 
centre and rear, who were close to her ; (fnd, several of our ships being 
obliged to tack to keep clear of her, the separation between our van and the 
body of the fleet was much inftreifsed. At this time the Admiral thought it 
necessary to make a signal to discontinue the engagement. Our loss was 
small, considering how warmly our van was engaged ; about ten killed and 
thirty- six wounded in all. The French made a fair run of it, and did not 
fight so obstinately as on the 14th of March. The Alcidc had about forty 
killed and wounded before she struck. About 300 were burnt or drowned, 
and about 200 saved. 

‘ This is the first action I ever had an oppoi-tunity of seeing at a distance. 
It was a grand sight ; the one fleet running, and the other gaining on them, 
and engaging warmly as they arrived up : the Alcide burning fiercely in the 
middle of our fleet, and at the same time a violent storm of tliunder and 
lightning to the westward. It will never go out of my c> es, and, when I 
have time, I shall attempt to draw something like it.’ 

As Captain of the Zealous, 74, at the time of the battle of Corunna, 
Admiral Boys was engaged in^the embarkation of the British army. 
The Zealous reached Corunna a day or two before the battle took 
place ; and for tlii^e days he was incessantly employed in the business 
of embarkation, during the last twelve fiours as senior officer. For 
their services on this occasion, the navy received (with the army) 
the thanks of Parliament. 

The liighest rank with which Admiral Boys actually served, was that 
of Commodore, which be held during part of the time of hi^ com- 
manding at Leith. Admiral Boys was distinguished by great coolness 
and presence of mind, in dangerous and trying circum8tancc?s — the 
highest description of military courage. The soundness of Vfts judg- 
ment, also, appeared in various instances ; and it may be added, that 
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lie was eminently a {leace-maker. The value of this character in the 
service is well-known, and is especially felt in the details of duty oil 
board ship. By this disposition, he was, on a certairi occasion, the 
means of preventing the most serious consequences, when one of the 
parties at issue was a person of Some consideration; and it also 
manifested itself continually in healing the divisions, arising from time 
to time, in a man-of-war. On this subject, a friend whom he knew 
how to appreciate, writes,' “ As a peace-maker no one ever equalled 
him.” 

He was conspicuous, also, for great kindness and consideration for 
his ollicers and ship’s crew, accompanied by an anxious desire and a 
great readiness and promptitude to m&ke all suitable exertions for their 
promotion and professional success. Nor did this care for the benefit 
of those who had once served under him, overlook, after their decease, 
the widow and the orphan. 

He made it a fixed rule to support authority. His principle was, 
that those who are employed ought afso to be trusted. It was nis plan, 
therefore, to interfere as little as possible, in the details of service, with 
officers who commanded under him ; always leaving to them, in ordi- 
nary cases, the mode of conducting duty, provided it was performed to 
his satisfaction. He took great delight in enlarging on the persever- 
ance with which he acted on this system ; — instancing a case where an 
officer under him chose to order a boat to be painted with “ pippin 
green,** and Collingwoud bltfsh,** — an extraordinary combination of en^ 
bollishment, but one which lie did not think proper to disturb. 

He was distinguished, also; by his observance and acknowledgment 
of the finger of Providence, especially in some hair-breadth escapes in 
the course of his professional adventures. ' On one occasion, when a 
vessel had been taken from the enemy, he was commanded, with others, 
to carry her into port ; but, by some mistake in the list, another name 
was substituted for his ; and, not without suspicions of foul play, he wad 
forced to forego his appointment. The vessel, however, having been 
crippled in action, was lost ere she reached her destination, and all on 
board ]}erished. He manifested a similar trust in Providence, through- 
out the whole period of the national difficulties in our struggle with 
Napoleon; the news of every fresh disaster, in the shape of land 
victories over’our Continental allies, only drew from him the expression, 
that matters would mend some day : and, when the tide first began to 
turn in our favour, at the commencement of the struggle in Spain, this 
was only in accordance witli his general impression of what would 
sooner or later take place. 

To other qualities which marked the character of^ Admiral Boys, we 
may add that he was quite of «i disposition to be contented and satisfied 
with that degree of promotion and distinction which his king and 
country had awarded to liis services. A friend, who thought he might 
have expected more, lamenting tohim^one day, in conversation, that he 
had never enjoyed an opportunity of distinguishing himself as a com- 
mandihg officer in any general action,-pand that, after all his long and 
toilson^e services, he had not, come in for a share of those honours 
which had been so liberally distributed towards the close of the war, — he 
made no reply ; but, taking a piece of pa}>er, wrote upon it a list of 
several young persons of his own standing, with vtrbom nh hkd sdilsidi 
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Ss companions, in one of the first ships in ti^hich he served ; and. against 
the pame of each, a word or two, to show what had become of them. 
At the bottom of the list he wrote his own name, and opposite to it, 
sketched a small jtag. Thus, he knew how to look at the favourable 
side of the account, as well as the unfavourable ; or, in other words, to 
consider not only how many were better off, but how many were worse 
off than himself. This paper he handed to the friend aforesaid. 

It remains only to say a few vvords respecting liis various attsjnmcnts, 
professional and general. With regard to those of a professional kind, 
lie had attentively and practically studied naval tactics, naval mechanics, 
and naval history. The writer had the honour of being present at an 
interview at Walmer Castle, when Admiral Boys called to pay his 
respects to his present Majesty, then Duke of Clarence. His Royal 
Highness, himself better read than most men in the naval wars of Eng- 
land, was pleased to employ the greater part of a conversation of some 
length, on nautical topics; — aware, probably, of his visitor’s extensive 
and minute knowledge upon th(?se subjects, and with great addijess 
gave the conference such a turn, as made it a very gracious and 
condescending, but at the same time a very acute and searching, cross- 
examination of the Admiral, and of his nautical information. The 
examination referred principally to some of our naval actions in the 
last century, the names of the ships engaged, the state in which they 
went into action, with other details equally particular, on all which 
npints the Admiral came olf with flying colours. The end was, that 
ms Royal Highness appeared to be well satisfied with the result of 
the interview ; the Admiral, who liad Iveen somewhat put upon his 
metal, withdrew, grasping the hand courteously extended to him, with 
a hearty “ God bless you, Si/,*” the old naval benediction to a superior, 
and exclaiming, “ It was the stiffest examination he had ever stood, 
smee lie had seen service and the only other person who was present 
can testify, that if a candidate for university distinctions had acquitted 
himself with equal accuracy in Greek metres or in mathematics, he 
would have come off with honour in the Senate-house. 

The tactics of Admiral Boys were tried towards the close of the last 
war,*when he was ordered to join the fleet in theCliannel, witli the line- 
of-battle ship which he then commanded as Captain, for the purpose of 
exercising, previous to going into liarbour and being paid off. It is 
well known, that on these occasions, if a ship loses her place in the line, 
by making, too much or too' little sail, &c., it is usual for the Admiral, 
when the error is noticed, to make her signal ; and it of course becomes 
a matter of competition amongrt the different ships, to avoid this dis- 
tinction, each wishing to have their own signal made as seldom 
possible. Admiral" Boys related, with great satisfaqtion, that his ship, 
on this occasion, had not her signal made once. In one instance he 
went for a few moments into his cabin, but keeping a good look-out 
even there, he observed that something was getting wrong in his ship’s 
distance, and instantly went upon deck and gave the necessary orders 
to make or shorten sail as the case required. The error liad^ been 
already noticed by the Admiral, ^glasses were at work, and the ^ships' 
signal was seen ascending : but ere it vvas up, the correction of tlie 
error was also noticed, and the signal was hauled down again without 
having been hoisted, As Captain Boys bad then been lying for some 
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time at Leith, some of his brother officers on the occasion good-na- 
turedly gave his ship the title of the “ North Star,” both in honour of 
her sailing, and also by way of intimating the supposed cause, namely, 
her having her crew consisting in a great measure of Scotch sailors, 
who are allowed at all hands to be among the best. But whatever merit 
was due to them upon this particular occasion, must be divided amongst 
about fifty men ; for that was the whole number of Scotchmen which 
the ship ^happened at that time to bear upon her books. And after- 
wards, when she was paid off, her Commander had the satisfaction of 
observing, that instead of wasting their wages in two or three days of 
drunkenness and profligacy, they made their bargain with the skipper 
of a small vessel that they had set ayes upon, at five shillings a head,"* 
and all shipped themselves off at once to Leith, taking their money 
with them in their pockets, for threir parents, wives, or* sweethearts. 

Admiral Boys was distinguished for taste, both in poetry and in the 
fine arts. He appears to have written verses, French as well as 
English. Of all descriptive pieces in distinguished writers, lie seemed 
chiefly to admire that awfully sublime passage of Dantt^, where the 
poet depicts the Venetian Ugolino, whom his enemies had starved to 
death, gnawing their bones in the regions below, and “his mouth 
uplifting from the fierce repast ; ” and the dream of the Roman general 
in Tacitus, when, surrounded by dangers, he saw the ghost of Qufntilius 
Varus, (“ Ducemque terruit dira quies,” &c., annal. i. Ixv.) He was 
thoroughly well-acquainted with Shakspeare, and one of the last 
literary amusements which seemed to afford him interest, was turning 
over the leaves of AyscoughS Index, apparently with many a pleasing 
reminiscence. His ear was so accurate, that when he lieard an opera, he 
generally brought away the most striking movcinenls. And his taste in 
paintings was sufficiently manifested by his collection, which, though 
small, contained some excellent pieces, especially a portrait of James II. 
as Duke of York, which is generally allowed by artists to be a first-rate 
picture ; while many of his own sketches manifest great skill and talent, 
and a remarkable knowledge of light and shade. Towards the close of 
his life, his judgment continued accurate long after his memory had 
failed. Yet, even in regard to the recollection of facts, his well-siored 
mind sometimes gave evidence in his latter days of most retentive 
powers; and- once, when he was referred to for the explanation of 
something respecting the evacuation of Toulon, in Archenholtz, an able 
historian of Germany, he rectified some inaccuracies respecting the 
positions of the ships, with no small precision. His strength, however, 
and his faculties gradually declined ; and at length, almost without a 
struggle, and to all appearance unconscious of the awful change which 
was taking place, he solemnly passed from this sublunary state to an 
unseen and eternalVorld. The Admiral departed this life at Ramsgate, 
of an apoplectic attack, on the 3d November last, in the 70th year of 
his age. 
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NOTIC® OF THE LATE CAPTAIN ROBERT CAMPBELL, E.N* 

We regret exceedingly to have to report the death of this excellent 
officer ; and, we grieve to add, one of our most interesting contributors. 
His friends authorise us to mention, that Captciiii Campbell was the 
author of the series of pa}>ers which havb appeared in tlijs journal 
under the title of Recollections of a Sea-Life, by a Midshipman of 
the last century and we are satisfied, that no person could have 
perused tlie articles in question, without feeling that they were in the 
hands of an officer of talent and experience, and one possessed of ex- 
cellent taste, judgment, and right feeling in all matters, private or pro- 
fessional. On public grounds, therefore, as well as the more selfish 
ones connected with the loss of an able assistant in our task, we 
sincerely regret the death of tfiis officer, and we have no doubt that in 
this sentiment we shall be joined H)y many of our readers. 

As we had not opportunities of knowing much of the private life of 
our late valued contributor, we applied to Captain Basil Hall, who first 
introduced him to us, and at whose instance he undertook to write the 
series of papers alluded to; and as Captain Hall is an old shipmate 
and friend of his, we cannot do better than insert the following letter, 
which we received in answer to our application : — 

** United Service Club, 22nd January, 1833. 

“ Mr. Editor, — I should most willingly give you such a sketch of my 
excellent friend, Captain Campbell's professional career as you ask for, did I 
not think that he has himself already executed this task much better than 
any one can do it for him. Hia memory is very safe in his own hands ; for I 
feel well assured that no one can read the papers published by him in your 
Journal, under the title of Recollections of a Sea Life, without sincerely 
respecting the author, and becoming insensibly attached to him. In truth, 
he was one of the best officers T have ever sailed in companionship with, and 
so thoroughly right-minded and right-hearted in all he thought, said, and 
did, that he won the confidence of all whose duty it was to act over him, or 
with him, or under him. I shall merely mention that he served for a con- 
siderable time as Sir Samuel Hood's first-lieutenant, and he enjoyed the 
hearty good opinion of that great judge of an ollicer's character. 

“ I feel strongly tempted to give }ou some anecdotes of ray late friend's 
professional as well as his prhate life ; but 1 chock myself, from the fear that 
I may mistake my own private regard for the interest which your reailers 
feel on the occasion. When a man has long lived in the eye of the public, 
and claimed their attention by important scr\'iccs, every one feels interested 
in knowing even the minutest details of his life. But when an officer’s 
merits, however great they may be, and however valuable they might prove, 
if they had met with opportunities of distinction, are known only to his 

S rivatc friends, it is not, perhaps, tho’besl way to augiilfent his reputation, to 
etail such particulars a.s can find no ready sympathy with general readers. 
The following anecdote, however, is so striking in it'^elf, and so charac- 
teristic of my poor friend, that I venture to send it you. 

“In the year 1818, Captain Campbell was appointed to the command 
of the island of Ascension, which, it will be remembered, had be^ occu 
pied by us during Buonaparte's tJetentioii at St. Helena. I forget what 
ship he was appointed to ; which, howdver, ho was to fit oyt* in the 
river, for the nuipose of carrying out his garrison and stores. Within 
a day or two atter receiving his appointment, and while he was ma^ng 
U. S. JounN, No. 51. Feb. 1833. g 
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preparations to leave home, a horse kicked him and broke his leg severely. 
Nevertheless, he had no thoughts of relinquishing his command, and the 
Lords of the Admiralty having kindly allowed his brother Captain Lewis 
Campbell to fit out the ship, he remained quietly in the country to recover. 
In five weeks afterwards, although he could not stand, as the bone had not 
united, he insisted upon having a cot contrived so as to hang up in the stage- 
coach, and in this way ho came to l^ndon, and took a lodging close to the 
Admiralty. The fracture, which was found as bad or worse than before, was 
put to rights in town, and he* was desired to keep quiet. This injunction, 
however, was beyond his powers ; and within a day or two he rose from Us 
hed, and, with his leg actually dangling about, in spite of numerous splints 
and bandages, he proceeded to the Admiralty, and was admitted to a per- 
sona.1 interWew. IIis great anxiety was to know distinctly what was expected 
of him in his novel command ; and as he felt that ho could not gam this 
knowledge except by personal communication, he incurred the risk of pro- 
tracting his cure rather than leave England uninformed of his duty. Ac- 
cordingly it was not till several weeks alter reaching Ascension that the 
bones of his leg began to knit, and long afterwards before he gained adequate 
strength to put in execution the purpose* he had long projected of surveying 
the island. On the death of Buonaparte he was relieved from the command 
of Ascension. A geographical and geological account of Ascension was 

J rinted by Capt. Campbell in 1824, in Professor Jameson's X^hilosophical 
ournal — and I need not refer again to the papers in your Journal — only 
one of which, however, on manning the Navy (No. 41), bears his name. 

‘‘ Among the papers of my friend there have been found many incipient 
articles which would have done credit to the pages of the United Service 
Journal, had he lived to have matured them. I venture to send you one of 
those which contains sc\eral characteristic touches, independently of being 
Hot a little intorosting in itself. 

“ I remain, your most obedient servant, 

“ Basil Hall.** 


** In the service of his country there are many trying situations in which 
an officer who devotes himself to it is liable to he placed. When these cir- 
cumstances involve an equal participation of personal clanger the die is soon 
cast, and the decision to be made is relieved from a load of that responsibility 
vtfhich must ever inllucnc’e the feelings of a conseientious man, when he is 
culled upon to sacrifice the lives of his fellow-creatures, without partaking 
an equal risk. ^ 

“ In the case, for instance, of boats being despatched to attack an enemy 
when the commanding officer docs not leave his ship to accompany them, — 
which, in general, he ought not to do, — all that an officer can do, in such 
circumstances, is to consider well the practicability of the service, and to 
exert his judgment in the preliminary arrangements which lie witliin his 
power— -giving to his men credit for that ^courage, and to his officers credit 
for that courage and judgment and foresight, with which much is practicable 
that might be deemed impossible by 'the cool calculator. , 

“ Having made his mind up," he must free himself from the trammels of 
that feeling of responsibility which has a tendency to damp the fire of all 
spirit of enterprise, and which, I would trust and believe, has Men the cause 
of the instances wo hayo heard of, where commanding officers have been 
censured for not bringing an enemy to action, rather than from any fear of 
personal danger. 

But whatever personal bravery a man may have, if he he troubled with 
tlus diseased degree of conscientiousness— this fear of responsibility, it must, 
^ far as\t goes, unfit him for the duties of an officer, but more particularly 
those pf a commanding officer. 

^ Supposing such an officer to be totally regaidlew of persoitel safety 
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when put in competition with his duly, still cases will and do arise to every 
man who demotes his life t6 the service, which will put to a severe test that 
kind of resolution, the want of which 1 have noticed. Hiere ai^ some 
puzzling qilestiona for a man who is liable to be intluencod by this ovei>- 
degree of conscientiousness, which he should turn in his mind, so as to be 
able to a<rt upon when such cases occur to him. 

“ For instauce—you are in chase of an enemy's man-of-war — you are 
coming up with lier, but have no time to lose — her port is a-head—one of 
your men foils overboard — the ^ife-buoy is cUt adrift, as a matter of course, 
by somebody near it — you see the man swim well and get hold of it — yet if 
you shorten sail your chase gets off— what will you do ? 

There can be no question of what would bo the lino of duty for an 
officer placed in such circumstances, yet it would be a severe tnal for a 
bravo and humane man.” 


A NEW METHOD OP DETERMINING THE LINES AND ANGLES OP 
A REGULAR FORTIFICATION, 

ACCORDING TO AN IMPROVED SYSTEM OF VAUBAN. 

Having been sometimes engaged in giving instruction in ffortillcatfon 
and engineering, I have often regretted that the different works of a fortified 
place were not, so far as eireumstanccs >vould permit, derived from soma 
fundamental basis in a gt'iieval and uniform manner. In this case, simpli- 
city and cliicicucy should, as much as possible, bo combined, so that tha 
various parts might be readily formed without the aid of complex instru- 
ments; while, at the same time, they might be less expensive, though 
stronger, and, by judicious position, affonl greater protection to one another, 
than those constructed hy the common methods. On examining my mode 
of determining the positioi^of^the faces of the ra\clin, it will bo found that 
they are obtained with great ease, and the flanks are completely covered by 
them from the ftre of the besiegers! In like manner the counterscarps of 
the ditches are found with equal facilit>, while the dimensions of the wbola 
fall between the extremes of those appru\ed of by the best engineers. 

William Galbraith, 


The following diagram shows the manner of determining the several parts of 
fl fortification, as proposed in this paper, and exemplified in the case of a 
regular hexagon, to which the construction and computations refer. 
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J.— By Construction. 

By tlie princjfples of geometry, inscribe in a circle a regular polygoiii 
of as many sides as tlie fortification is intended to have fronts. 

1. Divide 360^ by the number of the sides of the polygon, the quo* 
tient ^11 be the angle at the centre. Subtract one half of the angle at 
the centre from 90°, the remainder will be half the angle of the polygon, 
which being doubled, the angle of the polygon will be found. 

2. With half the angle as the centre, or half the angle of the polygon 
and the given side, the radius of the circumscribing circle may be 
determined. For the purpose of drawing the plan on paper, the sector 
containing the lines called polygo?is will perform the operation most 
readily. 

3. Let aft, equal to 180 toises’^^.in mean fortification, be the side of 
the given polygon, consisting of six sides, forming a regular hexagon. 
Then, by Art. 1, 360° -f- 6 = 60, the angle acb dX llie centre. But 
the angle acm is half of acb^ its ipeasure is therefore 30°, and its 
complement (or 90° — 30° = ) 60° forms the angle c a 6, half the angle 
of the polygon. Hence all the angles of the triangle abc are equal, 
and the triangle is equilateral, as is well known to those acquainted 
with elementary geometry, therefore a c is also known, being equal to 
a bi the side of the given polygon. 

Ill the case of any other polygon, the angle a c m is found in a similar 
manner, therefore with am, half the given side a 6, and this angle, the 
triangle a me may be formed, and its other sides, a r, m c, found both 
by construction and trigonometrical calculation. It is obvious that the 
angle of the polj gon a bv is equal to twice abc, or, in the case of a 
hexagon, equal to 120°, 

4. Bisect ab in and draw n m c at right angles to a b. At a 
draw the line a c, making the angle mac equal to half the angle of the 
polygon. Produce a c to meet ji c in c, then will a c be the radius of 
the circumscribing circle, which, in the present case, is equal to ab, 
and, without any operation, is known to be 180 toises. From m lay 
off m d, the normal or perpendicular, equal to o?ie sixth of a 6, the side 
of the polygon, or (180-7-6= ) 30 toises, and through d draw 4he 
indefinite lines adi and b dh, in which take ae and fb, the faces of 
the bastions, equal to one third of ab, or (180 3=) 60 toises. 
Hence the points e and f, forming the slioulders of the bastions, are 
determined. 

With the points a and b as centres, and a radius equal to a /or 6 c, 
intersect the lines a i and hh in the points i and k. Join if, h c, and 
h i, these will form the flanks of the bastfons and the curtain. Hence 
the broken line acliifb will form the principal outline of one front, to 
which all the others arc equal and similar. 

5. To form the ravelin so as completely to' cover the flanks, which is 
an important consideration in a well -constructed fort, produce the 
flanking linea he,ifi9o meet the side a 6 of the polygon in o and p, 
the line^iO p will be the gorge of the ravelin. 

* The French toise is equal to 1'0G5825 English faihoms, or the fpriner is only 
about 6^ pe; cent, greater than the laUer, and consequently for many ordinary pur- 
poses, as in the present case, the fathom may be svihbtituted for the toise without 
lemrtble error. 
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From thi 9 construciion It is clear that the flanks cannot be §eei| by 
the besiegers, since Aco, t/p, are straight lines^ and to tWs cftcdn^-* 
stance, as well as to its general simplicity, a superiority for oUr method* 
is chiefly claimed. To complete the 'ravelin, with the centres o and p, 
and a r^ius eaual to one third of the side of the polygon, or equal to 
the face of the bastion, describe arcs intersecting each other in n, join 
no, 71 p : these will form the Taces of the ravelin. 

Also join /o, ep, intersecting in g, and produce them to t and w : the 
lines gtygu, will form the counterscarp of the princifial ditch, at guhd. 
Again, produce oe to 3 /, and make o y equal to two thirds of 0 e, and 
through y draw q j parallel to 0 o, and in like manner a r parallel to np, 
then will qj r be the counterscarp of the ditch before the ravelin. 

Hence, the whole of the outlines of our fortification are derived from 
two fundamental elements — the number of the sides of the polygon, 
Etnd the length of one of them, by precise rules of great simplicity and 
of ready application, forming results superior to, though not differing 
greatly from, those of our best engineers. 

Remark. — In most plans and fortifications actually constructed, the 
salient angles are all as sharp as the lines forming them will produce. 
It would be an advantage to round off all these Jingles slight^so that 
the shot striking them might produce less effect in shaking the masonry 
at these points, which generally form the objects of attack. Care must 
be taken, however, not to remove too much of the angles, so as to 
afford room to the besiegers with scaling ladders to be protected from 
the flanking fire of the garrison. . 

Of course it is also understood, that tenailles, the covered way, and 
any other necessary outwoidis. may be added in the usual manner, 

II.— By Trigonometrical Calculation. * 

In the triangle bind are given the side b tm, 90 toises, m d, 30 toises, 
and hmdf VL right angle, to find the anglcTwid, 18 ° 26 ' 7": mbc 
w 6 c = 60° - 18° 26' 7" = 41° 33 ' 53" =/6 1. In the triangle b af 
are given the sides abt bf, and the contained angle a bf to find the 
angle afb 152° 48' 4", the angle/a 6 = 8 ° 45' 49", and the side a^ 
= 124 54 toises, equal to the line of defence a i. By construction a/ f 
is an isosceles triangle, pai •• paf =: 18° 26' 7" — . 8 ° 45' 49" = 
9° 40' 18" = fa 7 , and 90 - i = 90° - 4° 50' 9" = 85° 9' 51" 
= aif phf eihtr. 18° 26' 7" ; therefore, eih eif ^h if 

= 103° 35 ' 58", the angle contained between the flank and curtain; 
ifb = /i ^ + ifh = 103° 35' 58" + 18° 26' 7" = 122° 2' 5", the 
angle of the shoulder of the bastion. Again 180° — i /6 = 180° — 
122 ° 2 ' 5 " = 57 ^ 57 ' 55 " = ^/i. • In the isosceles triangle afi are 
given the equal sides af at = 124'54 foises, and the contained angle 
f a i = 9 ° 40' 16" to find the flank /i = 21 toises. Since fc I is 
parallel to a 6 , and ahl^ 60°, then klh \% 120° In the triangle 
hi h there are given the angle hi h ^ 120°, If hi ^ IS^’ 26' 7", and 
the side h h ^ 124*54 toises, to find 6 / = 45*47, and hi ^ 95.41 
toises. In the triangle/ A i lyre given the angle/Ai = 18° 26' 7", 
the angle hfi = 57° 57' 55", and the side / i = 21 toises, -to find 
hi ^ 56'29 toises, one half of which, or 28 '14 toises, is s L ^ 

Now hi h s ^ 95'4l — 28*14 = 67*27 toises s I, whence 
s I si siz 67*27 -- 28*14 = 39*13 toises, the length of i 1, thedemi- 
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gorge of the bastioYi ; and A?/ = 2«i + 2ii=s S6'29 + 79*26 « 
194*55 toises, iJie interior side of the polygon. In the triangle a ^ d 
are given the angle d f = 18*^ 26' 7", the angle z « d =*= 90^ and the 
side a t i=i 28*14 toiscs, to find d a =: 9*38 loises. Now dm + d a 
att nt a ^ SO + 9*38 =: 39*38 tois^es, and Ar/4‘5Z:tec/ + b oh 
184*55 -f 45*45 “ 180 toises, the radhis of the circumscribing circlei 
Again, ISO*" ^ afi- TSO^ - 85"^ 9' 51" = 94*^ 9" ^afp; 

feitice o is parallel to h f, 180® ^hif^ 180® - 103® 85' 58" = 
76° 24' 2" apf. Now, in the triangle a/ there are given the angle 
a p /= 76® 24' 2", tlie angle p a 4b^ 49", and the side a 

124*54 toises, to find p f ^ 19*52 toises. But ^ of ;> /= ^ X 
19*52 = 13*01 toises ^ pxor oy (Article 5), whence the points x and 
in the counterscarp of the ditch'* before the ravelin, are determined, 
n the triangle n o m there are given o n ==: 60 toises, o m'=^\op 'rz 
87*67 toises, to find n o p r=z 51® 6' 34", and o n m ^ 38° 53' 26'^ 
Whence on p =i 2 o n mt= 77® 46' 52" In the triangle o p f, there 
are given the side o ^ = 75*34 toises, tlie side p / = 19*52 toises, and 
the contained angle o p fizz 1%^ 24' 2", to find the angles^ == 
88<5 35'^", and p of zz 15® 0' 42" zr. a o t. In the oblique-angled 
triangl^ pf there are given the angle apfzz 76® 24' 2", the angle 
afpsz 94® 50' 9", and the side a f zz 124*54 toises, to find a p = 
127*67 toises, and a — a pzz 180 — 127*67 toises = 52*33 toises 
= p 6 or a 0 . In the right-angled triangle at o^ right-angled at f, 
there are given aotzz 15® 0' 42", and the side a o = 52*33 toises, 
to find at ^ 13*55 toises, the< breadth of the principal ditch before the 
place at the salient angle of the bastion. 

The angle p o y zz h if zz 103® 35' i)3", and p o y ^ no p tx 
103® 35' 58" — 51® 6' 34"' = 52® 29' 24" - z o y. In the right- 
angled triangle o z y, right-angled at there are given z o y zs 
52® 29' 24", and the side o y zs. 13 01 toiscs, to find y z zz 10*32 
toises, the breadth of the ditch before tlic ravelin. 

In the right-angled triangle of p there arc given the angle p of zz 
15®0'42", and the side 077i zz 37*67 toiscs, to find m gzz |0*10 toises. 
Again, in the triangle o ?ini, right-angled at 7/z, there arc given 7i ‘6 m 
=2 51° 6' 34", and the side o n zz 60 toises, to find n m zz 46 70 
toises ; therefore 7im + m g 46 70 + 1010 56*80 toiscs = ng^ 

the capital of the ravelin. 

In the right-angled triangle o m g there are given the angle g o m 
zz p 0 f zz 15® 0' 42", and o m 37*67 toises, to find o g zz 39 00 
toises. In the right-angled triangle am c there are given a m :zz 90 
toises, and the angle m a c zz 00°^ to compute m c zz 155*88 toises. 
Again, m 8 -- m g z: 3St'38 — , 10- 10 = 29 *28 'toises = g s, and 
g s d 8 zz 29*28 — 9*38 = 19*90 toises =z d g. Also ?i g + d g 
5= 56*80 + 19’90 = 76*70 toises zz d and d s + d n zz 9*38 -f- 
76*70 toises.rs 80*08 poises zz 8n, 

Lastly, c m — m « =3 155*88 — 39*38 zz 116*50 toises, e<|ual to 
0 c, whence all the necessary lines and angles are known. 

By proceeding in a similar manner, 'the dimensions of the lines and 
^angles any other polygon, such as a pentagon, heptagon, &Ck, will 
^»ecome known, and the practical construction on the will be 

effected. 
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k fiUMIlMitftY OF T!lE YEOOPft TH4Y CAME FROM HOLLAND WItH 
KING WILLIAM HI., 

AMD OF TBOSB RBFLOYBO AT THE FATTI4S OF AXiBRIR IN IRELAND, 12 tK BIAT, 169K 

On the 5th Nov. 1688, the whole fleet cam© into Torbay, and some of 
the forces immediatoly landed at Brixham quay, to secure Iho lanoing of the 
rest* which was done in a very short time after. 

The forces in this expedition, according to the account printed in Hol- 
land, were as follows, viz. :~ 

Horse (15 Corps.) 

1. The Life Guards ; I troop of 197 men. 

We find this troop in British pay, on the 9th October, 1690, at the cost of 
16,126/. 4i. per annum. 

2, Regiment of Guards commanded by the Sicur Bcnting ; 480 moh l 
6 troops. 

Similar remark, but cost 30,051/. Ss. 

3. Montpelian. 7. Oyen, or Vauhoyen. , 

4 . Gingle. 8. Vanderhp. 

5. Zuylestein. 9. Lapbrocck. 

6. Scravemoro. 10. Flodorp. 

11, Seyde. 

These 9 corps had only 3 troops each, and several of them also were in Bri- 
tish pay on the 9th October, when their strength was increased to 213 men, 
and the cost of each regiment per year 13,678/. IHs, Montpelian s, Ginklo s, 
and Zuylostein*s, were ^terwards at the battle of Aglirim, on the 12th July, 
1691. •• • 

12. Waldcck's Rcgt. 

13. Nassau's ditto. 

14. The Prince’s Dragoons, 860 men, 

15. Marrowis’s ditto, 440 do. 

Recapitulation of Cavalry- 

Life Guards , , . # 197 meu 

Regiment of Guards • . .480 

l^ince’s Dragoons • • • 860 

Marrewis’s ditto • . . .440 

1977 

The other troopers estimated at . 1683 
, Total 3660 

* Foot (I 6jteginients.) 

I, Foot Guards, commanded by Count Salmes, 25 comps., 2000 men. 

We find this regiment in British pay, 9th Oct, 1690 ; then called 27 comps., 
2634 men; cost, 56,851/. 13^. 6d. p(jr annum. 

2. Talmksh, 12 companies.— Now the 5th, or Northumberland regiment 
of foot, which ToUemache had from 9th Oct. 1685, to 1st May, 1688,— con- 
sequently the regiment that camefover with King William in 1688. the 
estimate of 9th Oct. 1690, it is called Ifloyd's, who w^ thon Col^el; 12 
comps., 840 men, cost 15,097/. annually, and classed with the Dutch troops 
in British pay.* 

3. A regiment which was formerly BeUisse’s, 12 companies.-'NoW thc^ 
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6th regiment of foot, which Sir Henry Bellasis had from 3d April, 1680, to 
28th Sept. 1689; then Win. Babington, to 1 5th April, 1691; and then 
George Prince of Hesse Darmstcad. In the October estimate, as above 
mentioned, it is called Babingtous ; 12 comps., 840 men, cost 15,097/. ; and 
in the order of battle for Aghnm, 12th July, 1691, it is called the Prince of 
Hesse's regiment; in both cases it is in the Schedule with the Holland 
troops. 

4. Madkay’s, 12 corapanies.^In the same estimate it is called 1200 men ; 
cost 19,933/. Lieut. Cambie and 25 men of this regiment were gallantly 
engaged at Wincanton, soon after King William lauded, in 1688, 

5. Nassau’s, 12 companies. —In British pay, 1690 ; 840 men, cost 
15,171/. 8 j. 

6. Balfort's, 12 companies. 

7 . A regiment, formerly Wachop s; 12 companies. 

8. Coulsen’s, 12 companies. 

Of these regiments, the 5tli and 6th foot, and Nassau’s, are in the order of 
battle for Aghnm, 1 2th July, 1691. 

9. A regiment nhich was the late Earl of Ossory’s, 10 companies. — 
This w^as Thomas Earl of Ossory. In 1677 he was made Colonel and Cap- 
tain of one of the six English regiments in the Dutch service. 

10. Brcckvelt, 10 comps. 13. Hagenden, 10 comps. 

11. Holstein, 10 comps. 14. Fagel, 10 comps. 

12. Wirtemberg, 10 comps. l.>. Brandon, 1 0 comps. 

16. Prince of Breckvel, 10 comps. 

Recapitulation of Foot — 

Salm’s Foot Guards' .... 2000 men 

7 regls of 12 comps. , 84 comps. 

8 ditto of 10 ditto . , , do. 


Total 1 64 comps. 


164 companies, a\eraged at 53 . . 8692 


Total 10,692 men. 


The Battle of Aghrim xn Ireland. 
12th of May, 1691. 


(from story’s history 01 lllBI.AND.} 

English in the field, — 47 squadrons of borse, 28 battalions of foot, in all 
about 17,000 men. 

Irish in the ficdd,~^000 horse^ 20,000 foot. 


English Line of Battle. 

Lieut.-Gen. Ginckell.-j-The Duke of Wirtemberg, 

First line oh the right, — Lieut.-Gencral Scravemore,' — Brigadier Viliors» 


Sqnadronii. 

2 Leyeson, now 3d 
2 Wynn, now 6th 


, Cavalr'^, 

Dragoons'. 

Dragoons. 



mm mittuM im 


2 Oxibid, Rayal Regt. Horse Guards, Blue, 
2 Langston, Ist Horse. 

S Ruvigny, in British pay. 

2 Yillers, 2d Dragoon Guards. 


]^o]>General Mackay ; Brigadier Bellasis. 


Infantry. 


Battalions. « 

1 Kirk, 2d Foot. 

2 Gen. Hambleton, 20th Foot. 

3 Herbert, 23d Foot. 

4 Lord George Hambleton, \ 

5 Foulks, New regiments. 

6 Bellasis, 22d Foot. 

7 Brewer, 12th Foot. 

Major-General Tettau ; BHgadier La Meloniere. 
a La Meloniere, French in British pay. 

9 Du Gambon, ditto, ditto. 

10 Belcastle, new regiment. • 

1 1 Grebon, Dutch, in British pay. 

1 2 Danish, 1 

13 ditto, > in British pay. 

14 ditto, J 


Major-General La Forest ; Brigadier Eppinger. 
Cavalry. 

Squadrons 

2 La Forest, in British pay. 


2 Schested, 

2 Doneps, 

I Bencerer, 
^iMonpcucillare, 


1 


Danes, in British pay. 

Itut^h, in British pay. 

3 Eppinger, Dutch, in British pay. 

Second Lane on the Right. 
Cavalry. 


Major-General Ruvigny ; Brigadier Leveson. 

Squadrons 

*3 Cunningham, 6tli Dragoons. 

1 AVynn, 5th Dragoons. 

3 Lancer, Ist Dragoon Guards. 

4 Woolfeley, in British pay, perhaps French. 

2 Byerley, 3d Horse. 


Major-Genei*al Talmash ; Brigadier Stuart. 

Baitulions. 

15 Stuart, 9th Foot. 

16 Earle, new* regiment. 

17 Tiffin, 27 th Foot. 

18 lato Hambleton, 1 

19 St John's, V New regiments. 

20 Lisburne, J 

21 Meath, 18th Foot. 

Major-General Count Nassau ; Prince of Hesse, Brigadier. 

22 Nassau, Dutch in British pay. * 

23 Lloyd, 5th Regiment of Foot, \ 

24 Prince *of Hesse, 6th ditto, | iioglisn. 

26 Lo|^ CuttS; Dutch, in British pay. 
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26 Danish^ 

27 ditto, 

28 ditto, 




Sqaadvons. 
«rSclialk, 
^iNieuhouse, 

1 Zulistien, 
^/Ruderell, 
^iGinckel, 

2 Eppinger, 


in British pay. 

Cavalry. 

Major-General Halstaplp ; iferigadicr Schklk. 


Dutch, in British pay. 


47 


N.B. In tho foregoing arrangement it will be seen, that the present 5th 
and 6th Regts. of Foot were not brigaded with any other English regiments, 
though paid by Britain ; but are part of the Division which is made up of 
Dutch and Danish troops, under Count Nassau, and tlie Prince of Hesse. 
They came over with King AVilliam HI. and were borne in the estimates 
laid before Parliament, as part of the troops in the Dutch establishment, or 
in the schedule, with the expenses of the Dutch forces, for some time after 
his Majesty landed before they were placed in the lino of the British army, 
when they occupied the 4 th and 5th places in tho succession of rank with 
the infantry regiments, 

H.T. 


pompey’s pillar. 

As an improvement to “ A Suggestion for convoying to England tbu 
Egyptian Obelisk, commonly called Cleopatra’s Noodle,” in the United Service 
Journal for September, 1832, the following hints arc submitted, to prove 
that a much finer object might bo conveyed hither at a tritiing additional 
exfjense and labour — viz. the celebrated and beautiful Pillar of Pompey. 
This would outdo the French. 

Nearly the same power that would be required to put tho Obolisk on board 
ship would answer for Pompey’s Pillar. 

I cannot say positively, whether the capital and abacus are separate blocks ; 
but if they are, as 1 tliink likely, there would be no great difficulty in 
taking them off the shaft. Nor vrould there be more difficulty in lowering 
the shaft into a horizontal position, than there would be in placing the Obe- 
lisk in the same situation. 

The diffiiculty of removing the shaft froid its present site to where it pould 
he embarked, provided there is still djvater communioatioti between the lakes 
Maadic and Marootis, would be ‘easily overcome ; and should the communi- 
cation between tho two lakes which the English made in ISOl be stopped, an 
artificial communication from the lake to the western harbour of Alexandria 
might be made by opening the extant bed of the ancient or original cutt 
which united Lake Mareotis with the harbour, where the isthmus does not 
much exceed 300 yards across ; nor would there be much difficulty t6 remove 
it by land to the beach of the harbour, if other modes Were found to be 
impracticable. t 

V Vompoy'i Pillwf. 

The height of the shaft iS ••••»64 0 

The diameter of the shaft at the bottom • « . » • 8 4 

The diameter of the shaft at the top ^ 0 





23^ 

Clco|Mtr*'9 Keedle. 

the height of the Obelisk if G8 ^ 

The breath of the Obelisk at the bottom « 7 ft. 7 in. by 7 0 
The breadth of the Obelisk at top • • . 5 1 by 4 9 

It was stated in the House of Commons, 15th April, 1832, that the Obelisk 
weighs about 284 tons ; therefore, if an inspection of the following figure bo 
made, which represents the diameter of the colpmn, and breadth of the bot- 
tom of the Obelisk, it will easily be perceived, that there cannot be any 
material difference in the weight of either. 

I ascended about half way to 
the top of the column in the year 
1 802, by means of a rope ladder, 
and having seen the object in 
question often, and knowing Well 
the localities of its situation, and 
also having an idea how ea^^tly 
the column might be taken down, 
perhaps I can afford the gentle- 
man who made tho suggestion, 
if he has not been himself on tho 
.spot, some information respecting 
cither of tho objects, and which 
I shall bo most happy to do, if 
he will address mo to that effect 


Diametor 8 feet 4 inclios. 
breadth 7 feet. 

}3rcudth 7 fret 7 inches •* • 

Scale ^ of an inch to a foot. 

• Some of the materials that would be required arc already upon the spot, 
and the principal wants would he some intrenching tools, and some powerful 
tackle from the shear hulks at the dockyards, or from the ships of war. But 
it is not altogether by the means of tackle that I should remove it from its 
vertical to a horizontal position. 

T4iere are plenty of pieces of granite of the same si^cies lying about Alex- 
andria, some of which could he brought home for the purpose of repairing any 
part of the cornice of the pedestal that may be injured, and likewise the 
foliage and mouldings of the capital that may be injured by time and do- 

stroyed in the removal. . ^ . v 

A composition of the chisselings, and some pounded granite, with a mixture 
of some of our best lime (Scotch), could bo made to fill up the small defect 

on the north east side. , . , i. 1 1 ^ w 

fSonnini strongly recommended that this column should be conveyed to 
France ; and a French officer, employed on the expedition, proposed the 
removal of it; but Sir Robert Wilson say% '' probably the attempt would 
have proved beyond his or cmy other many abilities, lor my own part, I 
see no great difficulty,, having assisted in getting the obelisk, which the 
French have lately conveyed toFrance, nearly on 

A Commissary, Ordnance Dcp., H, P* 





A BOW RUDDER. 

The folto\ving plan ia proposed for fixing and working a rudder at the 
bow of a vessel, to act in unison with the rudder at the stern, as calculated 
to embrace all the advantages proposed by that experienced and highly 
respectable officer in the East India Company’s Service, Captain. William 
Manning, ns stated in p. 541 of the United Semce Journal for December, 
IS31 ; and which, I think, will also bo found to meet the objections of 
W. J. T.f. of Cambridge, page 260, in the Number for October, 1832. 


Additional Stem and Hudder. Stern. 



Tho plan consists in fixing an additional stem, made of iron, of sufficient 
strength, on the present stem of the vessel (already built) and securing the 
same by strong braces fixed securely on the how, and hanging the rudder on 
the additional stem at the how, precisely in the same way as the rudder at 
the stern is hung, as shown in the drawing. 

The following results may be expected : — 1st. The rudder at the stem is 
intended to act in unison with the rudder at tho stern, by which means tho 
same force would be exerted at each end of the vessel, and w^ould unite in 
effect to bring the vessel round to the ivind, and prevent her missing stays. 
-~2ikI. When before the wind, or nearly so, the rudder on the stem might 
be allowed to swing, or be fixed, as thought necessary. -3rd. When the 
tiller at the stem is put a little to leeward, and the rudder at the stern is 
made to act in unison with it, tlieir convbinod influence would very much 
tend to keep the vessel to windward. — 4th. The rudder at the stem would bo 
an additional security in case of accident to the rudder at the stern, to 
which it is liable from going over a bar, and from other causes. — 5 th. The 
additional rudder at the stem appears particularly suitable for steam vessels, 
by which means the steersman at the bow would have it jn his power to dis- 
cover, and instantly avoid, every impediment in the ship’s course ; and would 
be particularly useful at night, and in foggy and boisterous weather, and in 
rivers crowded with vessels both moving and stationary. 

In the drawing, the keel is lengthened to the extremity of the foot of the 
rudder, to sho,vv an easy and safe mode of protecting it from accident, when 
the ship touches the ground at the stern. In building a new vessel the keel 
may be carried out in the first instance of sufficient length to have the addi- 
tional stem built in the frame of the vessel to receU e the bow rudder ; and 
the tiller may be made in any form, and applied in any way, most convenient. 

W. Aldersby. 


FOREIGN MISCELLANY. 

MONTHLY RETROSPECT OP MEMORABILIA. 

24 tb Februhry, 1654.— However fatal the infatuation which instigated the 
great opponent of Gustavos Adolphus to neglect or contemn his imperial 
masterV orders, the recent discovery of Wallenstein’s correspondence with his 
most intiifiate friends, has efiectitaliy wiped away the stain of treachery which 
has beem this day synonimous with his very name. His haughty soul 
could not brook the envy, harshness, and ingratitude, with ^vhich the court 
of^Vienna repaid him for twice interposing his gallantry and strategical 
talent with an effect which averted the overthrow of Ferdinand’s throne. . An 
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altnbst criminal unconcern for the obvious call of duty, was the retaliation 
which he used ; for this, it can nevcsr he denied, he merited reprobation and 
punishment ; but to die by the hand of the assassin, and to have his fhmo 
for ever blackened with the double charge of treason and corruption, \i^er0 
acts wort^ only of the wretches who conspired his murder. It ib a mournful 
task for English pen to retrace its history, and mark the instruments by 
which it was consummated. 

Wallenstein had been stripped of the dignity of Imperial Generalissimo, 
and placed under ban as a traitibr. The afFeotions of his soldiery and his 
trustiest followers, even Piccolominis devotion, which he had “ read in the 
stars,' were estranged from him by the secret machinations of his sovereign. 
In this crisis, the veteran took refuge with three regiments in the fortress of 
Eger ; but he had not long established |)is quarters in it, when three of his 
colonels, Leslie, an Irishman, and Butler and Gordon, two Scotchmen, who 
owed everything to his patronage, confederated to destroy him. Their first 
act of blood was to rid themselves of four of Wallenstein's staunchest adhe- 
rents, which they accomplished at a supper to which they invited them on 
the night of the 24 th of February; and here their instruments were prin- 
cipally selected from the ranks of our owu fellow-countrymen. The names 
of Captains Geraldine, Devereux, Macdonald, Birch, and Pcstaluz, point, 
with one exception, at a British origin. On the evening in question, Gordon, 
Butler, and Leslie were carousing with their intended victims, when the door 
of the apartment was suddenly burst open, and Geraldine rushed in with six 
dragoons, armed with halberds at his heels, crying out, “ Holla, Sirs I what 
man amongst you is Imperialist to the bone?” “God save the Emperor 
Ferdinand I ” shouted the three confederates, as they rose from the table. 
This motion u as the signal for the onset upon their ill-fated guests ; they 
fell, mangled and lifeless, under the butchery of their brcthren-in-arms. In 
the meanwhile, foui-and- twenty more of Geraldine's dragoons were engaged 
in slaughtering the domestic servants, whdse escape was cut oft' by the 
previous raising of the drawbridj^e. As soon as this prologue to the tragedy 
in hand had been closed, the oohferierates let down the bridge and made their 
way into the town, whore all was tranquil, as if no demon in mortal shape 
were abroad in quest of desolation. The last and blackest deed impended. 
Leslie undertook to guard the street which led to Wallenstein’s dwelling, 
for the purpose of suppressing any disturbance, whilst Butler, Geraldine, and 
Devereux, cautiously proceeded towards it, at the head of a party of dragoons. 
The clocks had struck ele\eii. Butler posted himself in front, and Gcrddine 
in rev Ibc house, at cither entrance : but Devereux, at the head of his 
myrmidons, each of them brandishing a halberd, rushed up the staircase. 
One of Wallenstein’s valets, striving to prevent their ingress, was struck to 
the ground, and another made his escape, crying out, “ Rebellion ! rebellion 1” 
The veteran awoke at the uproar ; as he raised himself in his bed, the door 
of his chamber was violently thrown open, and Devereux rushed in with his 
followers. The duke had, in the interim, sprung out of bed and was stand- 
ing at the window. “ Art thou the scoundrel^' bellowed Devereux, “ who 
designest to march over to the enetdy with the emperor's men^ and wrest the 
crown from his brow^f Thine hour is cpme ! ” Wallenstein did not deign 
to reply, but cast a lowering, frigid look ou the traitor. “ Thine hour is 
come! ” Devereux again roared out. And Wallenstein’s lip moved ; and, as 
ho raised bis hands to heaven, the wretched Devereux transfixed him with 
his halberd through the breast. The reeking corpse was immediately rolled 
up in a cai*pet and borne to the citadel, where it was laid by the side of his 
faithful and martyred adherents. # 

Suqh were the lost moments of a tpaUf — ^who, with all his faults, and ambi- 
tion may not be accounted the least of them, — will ever hold a place among 
the most illustrious warriors of any age or country. The confedeiXtes and 
their abettors divided a large sum of money, which tliey found in his posses- 
sion, amongst them \ and they likewise seized upon his papers, but could 
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not succeed in discoverinpr n single line, which, in the remotest degree, affected 
his hdelity to his imperial master. It was rumoured at court, that a^imr 
drof^d from that master's eyo on receiving intelligence of this deed 

GERMANY. 

MONSTBR-QUNS, 

The attempt to introduce one of this sp^ies of engines* at the late siege ef 
the citadel of Antwerp, calls to mind the immense pieces formerly used under 
the name of Karihauns. They were of three sizes.'^halves, (|uarlidrs, and 
wholes. The latter were tliree yards long, weighed between^ seventy and 
eighty hundred-weight, were loaded with from twenty to pounds of 

gunpowder, and projected a ball of eight-and-forty to sixty pjoUnds in Weight. 
One of theso dostnictivo machines, christened “ The Foul Wendi,’* was 
mounted on the rampart of the water-gate at Dresden, when that city was 
besieged by Frederic of Prussia in the year 1760. It was the ruin of the 
houses in the rear, and an object cf alaiin and terror to all its neighbours ; 
indeed, the commotion and roar which its discharge occasioned, wore such, 
that tho orticer in command was generally compassionate enougli to give 
previous notice of the exact time when it would begin to thunder. The non- 
militants might be seen and heard, running up and down the streets, and 
shouting, ‘ To-day the Foul Wench will be fired three times : at six, at noon, 
and at seven in the evening.* At this signal, (all the windows were thrown 
open, and ovei^thing that was brittle was hurried away to some safe corner ; 
men, women, and children fell on their knees in prayer, and not a lip would 
touch food until the “ Wench” had done her bidding. 

BAVARIA. 

Tho Greek legion which has been placed under the command of Major- 
General Von Uerthng, and has been embarked at Trieste, is composed of two 
regiments of infantry, emhodiecl from four battalions of four Bavarian regi- 
ments ; a battery of foot artillery, consisting of six six-pounders and two 
obiitzos and two squadrons of I.ancers, .under the command of Prince 
Edward of Altenburg, a brother of the Queen of Bavaria. 

RUSSIA. 

RUSSIAN SAILORS. 

As they receive higher pay than the soldier, and, when on a cruize, their 
pay is doubled, whilst their means of spreading ^»ail in chase of pleasure and 
debauch are closc-reefed, our .sailors never put foot on shore hut with brim 
full purses, — the butts of every tapster and brewer along shore. In times of 
peace, the sailor has more leisure and greater resources for earning a sub- 
sistence than the man of belt and bayonet ; and he does not omit turning his 
anchorage to good account during the winter months. A very large propor- 
tion of them are shoe-makers, tailors, joiners, basket-makers, bruzh-makora, 
turners, and the like. There arc not a few of them, besides, who follow tho 
craft of picking and stealing in all its branches, whilst many of their fellows 
make a large oiling inland, and live by their ready wit on the simple boor 
and farm-yard menial, at the rustic market, on the emperor's highway, or 
vyithin the precincts of the stable or kitchen. Thwr joviality of humour and 
special love for a frolic., furnish the (Community at large trith an inexhaustible 
store of mirth and pastime. I have frequently seen them charge through 
the streets, mounted on tlexihle goats of wood, with their favourite national 
Balalaika^ in hand, and Avhen their wallet has been liberally replenished by 
the bystand€frs, enact m\ interlude utterly sui generis, in some open spaee, to 
the abundant delight of their audience. Tpe grimaces, epntortions, and 
twi&tihg-and-tiiminR| of our merry, reckless tars, who dismount from their 
goat's backs an(\^d1^ort all sorts of an^cs with them, would make even at 
stoic gr^i, or thexijh'st arrant misanthropist in creation split bis sides. 


* A rough instrumeat With three somewhat of the fyrm of a gui^r* 
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Tioinity of tho tiown ; iHoy form n range of newly erpcted barracks, and, at a 
distoBco. have a picsturosque appearance; but whoa you approach them, the 
charm is completely dissolved, for they are as wretchedly constructed as Wi 
well be conceived, and abandoned to such pure and unmitigated neglect, as to 
impel you to turn instantly away from th«m in disgust Their accommodation 
being inadequate to the ten thousand sailors at present on the station, a 
portion of them are quartered on the farms and villages in the neighhonr- 
iiood, the farm-house serving as head quarters &r the otlicer in charge of his 
company. Tiiese barracks and quarters are so many starting^pomts, from 
which they disperse over the whole surrounding district, waging depredations 
on the goods and chattels of friend and foe alike, but rarely with peril to the 
person ; the otgect of their foray being confined to articles apt for conversion 
into fermented liquor. In the evening, therefore, you must use no little 
circumspection not to como short of your great-coat, hat, or watch, — nay, they 
will courteously give the lady the wall^ and then turn sharp round in the 
rear, and ease her shoulders of cloak or tippet, or her arm of reticule or 
bracelet. The promptitude and severity with which the offence is visited, 
have hitherto failed of cheeking thpse disgraceful practices. In fact, the 
great bulk of them arc half savages ; uncouth and disgusting in appearance, 
uncleanly and generally filthy in their dress, and coarse, beyond any other 
mariners I have seen or heard of, in manners, language, and amuse- 
ments. If tamo at all, it is only from the imn curb of hard and relentless 
discipline. 

SWEDEN. 

METAIiLIC ^HKATH1NQ. 

on Wetterstedt, the Swedish chemist, has lately introduced an alloy 
I, antimony, and quicksilver, as a substitute for copper sheathings to 
vessels. The combination of these three metals prevents the alloy from 
oxidizing, at the same time that it secures ttiat cohesion, tenacity, aud elas- 
ticity to the com position, which the copper itself possesses but to a very limited 
extent. This new sheathing is* s^id also to resist etfcctually the corrosive 
qualities of sea-water, to rehiin at all times a clear and polished surface, and 
t^be obnoxious to every animal or vegetable substance. The price at which 
'Wetterstedt supplies his article is very reasonable, and wc have been assured 
that it is extremely durable, and acquires increased powers of resistance the 
loiiget it remains in contact with sea-water. . . 

FRANCE. 

• AIDK-DU-CAMP. 

This post ivoiild appear to be of as old a date as the first institution of 
regular troops ; its duties were performed by young men of rank, who entore<l 
as volunteers into the army, but received neither tee nor reward for their 
services. In the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries they were called 

Aides des MarcchauX’de~Camp des Armens du i?07,” because they were 
more particularly attached to the Marechal-dc-Camp for the purpose of 
assisting him in distributing the a^-my into quarters. The Duke d'Enghicn 
alone had tvvo-and-twenty such aides, when ho laid siege to Thionyillo in 
1643 ; and, in the times of Lewis XIV., their allowances were flve-and-^wonty 
pounds per month. This monarch assigned four of them to every Field- 
marshal or commander of an army, two to every lieutenant-general, and one 
to every Mar6chal-dc-Camp, when engaged in active service. The aides-de- 
camp of a marshal of b>auce hold supenor rank to those of inferior generals^ 
and such as are attached to the sovereign or royal princes, enjoy ratheir a 
nommal office than any active post. » 

GETfE&AL HAXO. 

This officer, who commanded the Frencfi corps of engineers bnforo the 
citadel of Antwerp, was bom at St. Dizier, in Lorraine, and is now in his 
fifty-elghth year. His father held a generafs commission, in the days ef 
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the Republic, and waa kitted by a Royalist leader in La Vendee. The son's 
name first rose into note in 1S09, when he was wounded whilst in command 
of a battalion at the siege of Saragoza : he was soon afterwards posted to a 
colonelcy, and, in July of the same year, gained fresh laurels at the battle of 
Wagram. He was again sent into the Spanish Peninsula, in 1810, where 
he mainly contributed to the capture of Lerida ; before the year expired, he 
was Y^ommissioned as Brigadier-general, and, during the Russian campaign, 
was constantly employed about Napoleons person, as one of his adjutants; it 
was his principal duty to make recognizances along the banks of the Nicmen. 
After the battle of Mohilew in 1812, he was appointed General of Diviaon. 
In 1813, he was ordered to superintend the construction of several forts about 
Hamburgh, but he had not been many months on this duty before he was 
taken prisoner with General Vandamme at that officer s quarters. He re- 
turned to France in 1814, and, in the beginning of March in the year 
following, was placed in command of a corps of engineers destined to act 
against Napoleon, at whose side, however, we find him lighting at the battle 
of Waterloo. In July, he was appointed one of the commissioners for the 
army of the Loire, in conjunction with Licutenants-General Gfirard and 
Kellermann ; and, after the restoration of the Bourbons, remained on the 
Army List as Lieutenant-General, and filled the post of an Inspector-General 
of Engineers. He has been stigmatised, as taking a share in the Council of 
War, which sentenced Lefe^Te-Desnouettes to death, but whether he took an 
active or a passive part in this transaction has never been made to apjiear. 
Haxo is considered the best engineer-officer in the French service, though as 
respects the general theory of his science, he is esteemed inferior to Generals 
Bernard and Valaz6. His superiority to those excellent olTicers is sai^ to 
consist in his consummate knowledge of the art of conducting a siege, aijA^is 
great tact in overcoming difficulties. This opinion has been strikingly verified 
by the skill with which he has directed the operations in his departftmpt, 
under the walls of the citadel of Antwerp. / , 


GUNPOWDER. * 

The French government have recently laid down the following scale of 
prices, at which the departments of War, Marine, and Finance are to be 
supplied from the public* works : — 

PerKllop, or 21b8. 3o2, 


Powder for the Army (barrels included) 
• • • . Navy 

Army 
Mines 

Department j External Tiade 
of Finance. \ Shooting, l ine , , 
f , Superfine , , 

,, Royal ,, 


> y 
} y 
y i 


is. 9irf. 
■ 

4 
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REVIEWS AND CRITICAL NOTICES, 

Ui^BH this head we are obliged^ this month to plead The unexpected 
length of our first article Wring literally squeezed out of the line a large 
batch of reviews and notices which we had prepared. This deficiency shall 
be amply supplied next month, a list including tlio History of the Cold- 
stream Gua;^m», The Life of a Sailor, Slade's Record.s of Travels, Surtees' 
Jfwenty-fiive Years in the Rifle Brigade — muUis aliis. 
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corhespondence from the principal ports and stations. 

Portsmouth, January 19, 1833. 

Mr. Editor, — A few days after my letter of last month had been de- 
spatched, this town was a second time put in confusion by a county contested 
election ; the candidates being Lord Palmerston, Sir G. Staunton, and 
Mr. Fleming. The dissenters liere are very numerous, and being inclined 
to favour the powers that be, threw their weight into the MinistiSial scale, 
and Mr. Fleming was rejected. Each candidate addressed the populace 
from the hustings : my Lord made a long speech, which ended, as most ot 
those addi’esses do, by few understanding what he meant, or even said ; Sir 
George Staunton professed himself independent and unfettered, and I firmly 
believe is so; Mr. Fleming rested his pretensions on his Conservative prin- 
ciples and also his independence. He ^vas deceived by numbers who pi*o- 
niised their votes, and afterwards hacked out from voting for him ; in conse- 
quence of which, at the conclusion of the contest, he was 250 below Sir 
George Staunton. The elections being over, it is to be hoped that the 
electors will banish all hostile feefing to their opjioiu'nts, and that tlie 
elected will act honestly and uprightly lor the good of all classes, when they 
take their seals in the House of Commons. 

Captain Roberts joined the Druid on the 171h ultimo; and on the 22nd 
she sailed for the Tagus, to relievo his Majesty’s ship Briton. 

On the 20th ultimo, his Majesty’s brig Serpent, Commander Symonds, 
sailed on a cruize for three weeks or a month. 

The Vernon conveyed detachments of the 84th, SOth, and 1st Royals to 
PI} mouth, to embark in the Romney for the West Indies. 

A French brig, called the Menagerie, on her way to the Mediterranean, 
put into Spithead, to set up her rigging. • 

On the 20th of December a melancholy event occurred on the south-west 
part of the Isle of Wight, near.Black Gang Chine. A small Swedish brig, 
with fruit from Alicant to Dunkirk, ran on shore about one o'clock in tho 
morning ; it blowing very hard, she was soon knocked to pieces, and the 
Mhster (A. Wull), his son, and male, were drowned: four persons were 
saved. 

The Adder cutter, on the 28th of December, brought in the Dutch ship 
Indiaan, from Batavia to Rotterdam, having met with her at the back of the 
Isle of Wight. 

Th» Sulphur was paid off the last day of the year. She brought home 
from Swan River, Australia, and the different ))laces she touchod at and 
surveyed, numerous specimens of botany, conchology, mineralogy, and zoo- 
logy, not particularly well preserved. The eases were landed at the Royal 
Hospital at Haslar, and will be arranged and distributed in that Museum, 
to which all King’s vessels returning from surveys send their Collections by 
Admiralty order *. 

The Admiralty have adopted a plan, and ordered it to be announced by 
public advertisement, that the widows of all carpenters, boatswains, guijpers, 
and second masters, shall in future attend at ^the Vestry of the Dock-yard 
Chapel, to be hlentified by the chaplain* and produce his certificate before 
th^ are paid the pensions due to them. 

On tho 4th of January his Majesty’s ships Spartiate and Volage returned 
from the Downs ; the first to bo got ready for the Itag of Rear-Admiral 
Sir M. Seymour, KC.B., Commander-in- Chief in South America ;^tho 
latter to be paid off: she came into harbour the same day. 

The Malabar rejoined Sir P. Malcdlm on the 5th ; and the Childers jvent 
into^harbour to be paid off. The Forrester, a Vessel of upwards ef 208 tons, 

* Queore — Would^they not be better bestowed in tho Great Ce^^tral Museum of 
the Services in London ?— Kn, 

Uf S. JovRN. No. 51. Feb. 1833. 
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and mounting three guns, intended to be employed on the coast of Africa, 
put into Spithcad on her way out. She is fitted expressly for slave-trade 
suppression. Lieutenant W. H. Quin commands her ; and her armament is 
one long 18-pounder on a swivel, and two carronades. Lieutenants Pike 
and Windham, of the navy, appointed to the Isis, went passengers in her. 

The Sylvia transport. Lieutenant Westley agent, brought home a sma}! 
detachment of the 7 1st Regiment. She had a passage of twenty-seven days 
from Bermuda. The head-cjiiarters of the 37th Regiment had been con- 
veyed to .ramaica in his Majesty’s ship Winchester. Two companies of that 
Regiment had gone thither in his Majesty's sloop Fly. The late Corn- 
man der-iu-Chief, Sir E. G. Colpoys, was buried at Bermuda, on the 11th of 
November. 

At the usual half-yearly meeting of the Royal Humane Society" in Lon- 
don, the following naval people had silver medals awarded them; and as 
your Journal is read in foreign pjyts by many who do not see the local 
papers, it is needless to apologize for extracting the names, and the reason 
the medals were granted : — 

Mr. P. Dumaresq. — His Majesty’s sloop Onyx, for saving the life of a drum- 
mer, named Fisher, nfl' Sheerness, in Febniary last. 

Mr. F. Iligginson, his Majesty’s revenue cutter Lion, for saving the life of a 
boy in Saleomb Harbour, in Deeember last. 

Mr. G. Johnson, his Majesty’s ship Mastiff, for saving the lives of two sea- 
men ; one had fallen overboard at Napoli, in June, 1831 ; the other in 
May Iasi, at ten o'eloek at night, in this harbimr. 

Lieutenant Finlay son, R.N., City of Bristol steam-packet, for presening 
from a watery gi’ave six persons at different times. 

Lieutenant Barnes, R.N., for saving the life of George Nelthorp, off Lumps 
Fort, in this neighbourhood. 

Lieutenant Davis, R.N., for rescuing one of the crew of the sloop Dartmouth, 
near Rye, in November last. » 

And to Captain Lillierap, R.N., the Captain bf the Ordinary of Portsmouth, 
for his new iinention, whieh consists of a longitudinal iron bar, with 
ropes, being afllxed to tlic common sea-buoy, adopted by the AdmiraFy 
on Captain Lillierap' s suggestion, and whieh lias already preserved 
several persons from being drowned. The waternieu who ))ly the ferry 
between Portsea, Gosport, and Portsmouth (and are good judges in this 
case), s])cak in the highest terms of this simpkM!ontri\anee, and of the 
confidence they experience now, should their boats be accidentally 
upset near the buoys, from the rapidity and force of the spring- tides in 
this harbour. 

On the night of the 9th of January, the Naval Comm ander-in- Chief of 
the port, A»lmiral Sir Thomas Foley, G.C.B., and Rear-Admiral of the 
United Kingdom, died at the Admiralty-house in High-street. 

This venerable and distinguished officer superseded Admiral Sir Robert 
$top{ord in May, 1 830, and consequently would have been relieved in May 
next, if the hand of death had spasred him so long. , 

Few officers have seen mol-e service than Sir T. Foley. Ho was a lieu- 
tenant in one of the ships in I.ord Rodney’s action, and was promoted to the 
rank of commander in 1782. In 1793 he commanded his Majesty’s ship the 
St. George, successively carrying the flags of Rear-Admiral Cell and Sir 
Hyde Parker. In Lord St. Vincent’s action of iho 14tU of February, 1797, 
Sir Thomas Foley commanded his Majesty’s ship Britannia, bearing the 
flag of Sir Charles Thompson. He was shortly afterwards in command of 
his l^^jesty’s ship Goffath, and, in the battle of the Nile, had the honour to 
lead the British fleet into action, in that ship. In 1 799, Sir Thomas Foley 
joinbd hk» Majesty’s ship the Elephant ; and at the battle of Copenhagen, in 
April> 1801, carried the flag of Lord Nelson. In 1807, Sir Thomas Foley 
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was appointed to a colonelcy of marines, which he retained pntil he wa$ pro- 
moted to the rank of rear-admiral. In 1811, he succeeded the late Sir 
George Campbell, as Coinmandcr-in-Chief in the Downs, and remained there 
until the termination of the war. Sir Thomas Foley was nominated a 
K.C.B. on the origin of that honorary distinction ; and, in 1820, was invested 
a G.C.B. 


In this shprt account of the services of this meritorious officer, it will ap- 
pear that Sir Thomas Foley wae so fortunate as to command Ime-of-battln 
ships in three celebrated gcncrj^l potions, for \vliich he was presented with 
gold medals. 

Tho late Sir Gjeorge Campbell and Sir Thpmas Foley are thp oply Port- 
Admirals that have died at Portsmouth with their Hags ifying. 

Sir Thomas Foley has left a widow, but no children, having married, in 
1802, Lady Lucy Ann Fitzgerald, an aunt of the present Duke of Leinster. 

II is state of health, for some lime past, precluded him from eptering nipeh 
into the gaieties of life ; but he was esteemed for tlio most unbounded 
generosity and hospitality by n|imcrous old officers and companions in 
q^rms, and was considered a most entertaining and delightful companion by 
all who were admitted to his society. Ilis remains were publicly interred in 
the Garrison CHiapel, on the 16th ins|ant, with greqt pomp, the navpl and 
military authorities, &c. attending *. 

Tho ceremony was over by about two o'clock, and tho flag on board th<^ 
Victory was immediately struck, and a pendant hoisted, thus making her a 
private ship. The last public naval funeral at Portsmouth was Admiral Sir 
George Camphell's. 

George Grant, Esq., banker, of this borough, who was made q purser in 
his Majesty’s navy in 1783, also died within this month. 

The flag of Rear-Admiral Sir M. Seymour, Bart., K.C.B., was hoisted 
on hoard the Spartiatc on the 12th, and that officer will carry on thq port 
duties until the Commander-in-Chief joins. 

The situation of resident agpu^ for transports, at Portsipouth, has beep 
dispensed with, and such duties as are required relative to that department 
of the naval service, arc in future to be perlbmied by the Ihig-lieutqqant of 
tlTe Adiniral-Superintcudent, whose employment is now denned. As every 
transport taken up has a lieutenant of the navy xdaced in charge pf her, Iho 
avocations of a resident agent at each port will most probably be found 
unnecessary ; and the Admiralty have, in all cases of reduction of office, 
made very proper and fair remuneration to the parties. 

Nothing has trnnspire<l as to the release oi the Dutcji morchant-ships 
which have been detained by the combined squadron, and sent in hero. 
They are still in the harbour ; of course at groat expcuisc to tlipir owners ; 
and, from all accounts, not likel) to be of any advantage to their detainer^. 
Whether the blockade is less strict, the Dutch trado less, or they slip id 
past our cruizers, certain it is that very few have been seized this month i 
and as the question between the Dutch and ijelgians is as ffir from heing 
settled as it was before Antwerp* was eaplureq, the unfortunate Dujph 
mariners in this harbour, 1 fear, will have a long sojourn, and perhaps, qfltc^ 
all, take up their residence in a lloating^pVisom 

The question as to embarking field *olficers of Marines ip t]ic diffi?rpnt 
foreign station flag-ships must be determined very sliorfly ; tlio Spartiute V|ll 
probably depart from hence in a month. I apprebeqd the iiipintion of 
sending an officer of that rank in the Vernon is for the present abandoned, 
there being no accommodation for him in that ship; however, it is very easy 
to send him out in a transport. The appointment is now generally con- 
sidered beneficial to the corps ; and vfhcii finally settled, will, without dpubt, 
he hailed with satisfaction by both officers add men. Moreover, it em- 


* We retain our Correspondent’s brief notice oj this 
Beifvipeg) however, shall he given in det^ih^B®* 

n 2 
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ploying a number of field-officers, who cannot help feeling that when they 
have attained the rank of lieutenant-colonel, continuing them at the division 
for life, is rather placing them on the shelf. 

A small addition to the subscription towards defraying the expense of the 
expedition, to ascertain the fate of Captain Ross and his companions, has 
been made within the last month in this immediate neighbourhood. 

The Isle f)f Wight and the coast of Dorset have this winter had a repeti.- 
tion of the, old tragedy of the* Smuggler vefms the Exciseman. An affray 
occurred on the 23rd of December, on the beach at Lodmore, in which two 
men lost their lives. The cargo was landed; men came down to take it 
away; preventive men interfered; fire-arms were resorted to; and ulti- 
mately two people were killed. Last winter, a lieutenant of the navy, in 
attempting to seize some smugglers, was pushed off the cliff near Lulworth, 
and killed on the spot. The crown solicitors used their utmost endeavours 
to bring some of tlie suspected paitics to justice, and two or three were 
actually tried at the last county assizes ; but the jury acquitted them, 
either for want of evidence, or that the smugglers’ employers liad contrived 
to keep tlio important witnesses out of Jlie way. At the" Newport session.^ 
for December, a man and three wwncii were separately convicted on distinct 
charges of smuggling, and fined in penalties \aryiiig from 25/. to 100/. It 
is a farce to suppose these people can pay the fines ; they must be im- 
prisoned, and their families maintained by the parish. The utmost \igilance 
is, I firmly believe, used by the officers emplo>cd on the coast-guard ; but 
still the crime exists to a fearful extent, with frequent loss of life and pro- 
perty, to which it is hoped the Legislature will turn tlieir attention. 

The 3d Dragoon Guards, on their route from Brighton to Dorchester, 
halted at Fareham on the loth; and it was reported in the town, that an 
express had arrived from London, suddenly changing their destination to 
Ireland. They are a very fine btidy of men and horses. 

The squadron, under the cominaiid of Vice-Admiral Sir P. Malcolm, has 
been in the Downs since 1 last wrote, except the small vessels, some of which 
have been in the eastern ports to refit, and the others to cruize. It consists 
of the Donegal, Revenge, Tahavera, and Malabar, of the line ; Castor, Stag, 
and Conway, frigates ; Larne, Snake, Scout, and Satellite sloops ; and tlie 
Dee and Carron steamers. The Spartiate and Vernon have been withdrawn 
to bo flag-ships to South and North America; the Southampton, Volage, 
and Childers to be paid olf, and the Rover is ordered to Plymouth to fit for 
the Mediterranean, expecting to relieve the Pelican, whose three years will 
expire in April next. ‘ 

It is not yet known who is to be Port- Admiral. Sir H. Neale was 
mentioned, bat an objection has been started from his being in Parlia- 
ment, and his politics not exactly according with the present Administra- 
tion: if he comes here he must resign Lymington, and it is not very 
probable that he will desert his friends there, without once going into the 
House. Two other officers are named— Sir P. Durham, and Sir IV. Har- 
good ; the latter is a friend of his Migtsty. Sir D. Gould is to have the 
Grand Cross. 

The troops in the garrison and at*Qosport consist of the depots of the 7th, 
12th, 5 1 St, 84th, 86th, and 94th regiments of foot ; some slight variation 
has taken place this month in their movements, by exchanging one depot from 
Portsmouth to Gosport. ^ 

P. 


Portsmouth, January 21, 1833. 

Mr. Editor,*— Having read ‘in your last month’s Journal the following 
pMsage respecting the RoyaPNayal College : — “ There are two employments 
in which the senior class of students are diily exercised, for 
| 0 r eight months previous to leaving, not generally known in the service, 
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— viz., actual gun-practice, and rigging, knotting, splicing. See./’ — I am 
induced to remark upon it, feeling that unless it be more fully explained, 
the captains receiving the students into their ships, and your naval readers 
generally, may bo led into error in supposing the instruction of “ rigging, 
knotting, splicing, &c.,” was given there as part. of the established system of 
education, and consequently look for more from them than it is fair to expect. 
Tho object of the Lieutenhnt-Governor is to introduce, as much as possible, 
professional amusements; and* for this purpose he has taken great pains in 
getting a small rigging-house fitted up, where any bo) s who fnay prefer 
employing their play hour (between school and dinner time) in learning to 
knot and splice arc encouraged to do so, but by no means forced ; it is wholly 
voluntary on their parts, and considering they had been tho three preceding 
hours closely confined to mathematical instruction, it would only cramp thoir 
minds to make it otherwise. 

In the rigging-house am placed two block vessels— a ship and a brig ; 
the latter upon so largo a scale, that two boys can stand in each top : she has 
running rigging rove, and a suit of sails bent, which the boys who attend 
knotting and splicing occasionally pull and haul about, and so, as a profes- 
sional amusement, gain a tolerable acquaintance with (at the very least) the 
names and application of all the ropes and other parts of a ship’s furniture. 
Towards the close of the half year, ten boys who have gained some know- 
ledge in knotting and splicing, and who happen to be nearest to going away, 
have been allowed to unrig, and rig her again with a new gang of rigging, 
having previously fitted it with their own hands, under proper instruction, 
and thus gain such further knowledge as will prove of real service to them on 
their first embarkation. 

The twenty seniors attend the gun practice as a duty ; they soon handle 
their arms well, and few artillerymen fire with greater precision. 

By taking such notice of the above in ybur next month’s Journal as will 
aflbrd (to your naval readers in particular) a true explanation, you 
will oblige ♦* • 

A Constant Reader. 


Devonport, 20th January, 1833. 

Mr. Editor, — We have had so little doing here in the naval way since 
my last, that I fear the extracts from my Journal will be scarcely worth your 
acc8ptanco ; we live in hopes, however, that through the determination of 
our Dutch friends, we shall, ere long, have more employment for our now 
neglected navy. 

The Druid, 46, came in here on the 24th ultimo, but sailed again next 
day for Lisbon. The Jupiter troop-ship sailed a second time on the 30th 
for the Mauritius, but returned on the 3rd instant with loss of her main- 
yard. On the 5th the Prince Regent transport arrived, and having em- 
barked a company of sappers aqd miners, sailed the same day for Corfu. 
The Jupiter sailed a third time on the 7th ; and the Royalist, Pantaloon, and 
Comus on the same day. The Briton, 46, arrived on the 12th from 
Oporto. Tho Romney troop-ship sailed orf the 1 5th for the West Indies, 
and Rhadamanthus steamer for Falmouth. On the 17th tho Briton sailed 
for Portsmouth. The Vernon is expected to be ready in a very few days for 
Sir George Cockburn’s flag. Fifty shipwrights are ardered fropi this yard to 
Shcerness, and twenty to Milford ; and instead of working four whole days 
and two halves, the artisans here are now to be employed on five whcic days 
in the week, which is certainly a better arrangement both for them and the 
service. • . jl 

Having observed in your Journal, some time since, a hint about the 
expediency of Affording some compensation for the numerous and heavy 
losses sustained by naval officers in cases of shipwreck, capture, fire, and 
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other casualties!, and for which, unlike their compeers in the arttiy, they 
have tid allowance from Government ; and as It is highly desirable to form a 
Fuiid, for tile purpose of indemnifying ollipcrs for such unavoidable losses, 
it is proposed, that tho following Scale of Subscriptions for each rank, and 
thd hiaxiinum of remuneration, be submitted to the service, viz. : — 


Rank of Oflicors. 

Anmiul 
.Subscript ions 
when employed. 

Commutation payment 
ill lieu ot Annual 
Subscriptions. 

Maximum of 
Remunerdtlon. 


£. tf. d. 

£. s. d. 


Flag Officers . . . 

3 3 0 

15 15 0 

300 

Captains 

2 2 0 

• 12 12 0 

200 

Commanders .... 

1 10 0 

0 0 0 

150 

War(Woom Officeis . 
Inferior Officers, in- ^ 

10 0c 

6 0 0 

100 

eluding all those who 1 
walk the quarter- j 
deck j 

0 10 0 

4 0 0 

1 

50 


It appears, by the Navy List for this month, that there are now 35!2‘2 
officers employed who would be eligibleto join this association, including thoso 
upon the Coast Guard Service ; and as their subscriptions A\ould amount to 
2535/. 18^, per annum, it is presumed that if only half the said number 
became nuMuliers, there would be ample funds for the purpose. 

It might not he necessary to confine the compeiihatioii only to cases of loss 
by shipwreck, capture or fire, as there are frequent instances of heavy loss by 
the upsetting of boats, falling overboard of clothes and bedding, burning for 
the plague, as lately in tlicScylla at Smyrna, and nnuNoidably left hcliiiid by 
being suddenly unlcred to sea ; all which Ldj;*lit safely be submitted to tlio 
judgment of the Committee of Claims and Maiingemcnt. 

It would be proper that the money subscribed for this purpose should bo 
invested in Government or other good security, in the names of llirce 
trustees, who, together with four others chosen amuiall) (t\NO of tho latti'r 
being ward-room oflicers) should be aC'onimiltee, wdiadi should manage tho 
dftliivs of the association, assisted by a Secretary, with a small stipend for his 
trouble in keeping tlie accounts, coilccting the subscriptions, and condiiethig 
tlic cprh'spondence. 

All claims for remuneration should be supported ])y such proof of the 
actual value and unavoidable nature of the loss as the Committee may 
require; and subscribers should not be allow^ed remilneratipn beyond the 
maximum stated, unless they had paid more than ten annual subscriptions, 
and then only according h) the judgment of tlu' Committee, and the sums 
subscribed. It ml^^lit also be desirable to accept such legacies or donations 
as may be offered ill aid of this object, btft without giving the donors any 
voice or share in the Inanageincnt. 

That haval oflicers arc not indemmOed by Governmeni for their losses by 
shipwreck, fire, or capture, as well as those of the army, is an unjust and 
invidious distinction ; and it was most painfully manifested in the case of the 
loss of his Maicsty's ship Conms, in 1816, when the officers and crew of that 
shin lost all their effects, 'except the common dresses they had on at the time, 
without getting any compensation ; while the army otlicers, who were ship- 
wrecked near the same spot w ithin a week afterwards, in the Harpooner 
transport, were immediately furni|hed with money from tho military chest to 
replace tli<cir losses, and, consetiuently, soon appeared in gay attire ; while 
the vmliappy tars were left to their own resottree^ and the assistance of their 
bjbther omcerd. 
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It is further suggested, that the Secretary of one of the Clubs, or of the 
Ntival and Military Library and Museum, might conduct the businbss of 
this Association with much facility, and at a very small expense. 

I remain, yours, &c., 

Alpha, 

*** In consequence of a passage respecting the Devon port election, con- 
tained in Alpha's Letter of last month, purporting that the resolution pro- 
posed at a meeting convened by Sir Edward Codrington, on the 3d Dec., 
declaratory of Sir Edward’s conduct during his cam as of that hofough, and 
embodying a pledge that the meeting would use the most strenuous efforts 
to ensure Tiis return to Parliament, was passed by a large majority, we have 
received an authenticated communication, by which it appears that on the 
occasion referred to the friends of* Sir Edward and the opposing candidate, 
Mr. Leach, were nearly balanced. 

Other particulars upon the subject have also been stated to us, through the 
same medium, to which, however, the pending trial upon the question renders 
it unnecessary, as well as objectionable, for us to allude. Om* Correspondent 
Alpha, being naturally anxious {or the success of a distinguished brother 
otlicer, was excusable for adopting the opinion, which, it appears, was the 
prevailing one in the borough ; but it is our duty and desire to be just,-— Ed. 


GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE UNITED SERVICE JOURNAL. 

Military Fund. 

Mr. Editor, — An appeal has at last*been made to the feelings of the 
Army, on behalf of its widows and orphans. This appeal breathes the pure 
spirit of syrn])athy and bencvblolicc, — it is divested of all sordidness, — it is to 
diminish the sum of human woe, and to raise up and elevate virtue. This 
•sacred and heart-stirring call will be responded to in a manner worthy of the 
British Army. You will, at once, understand that I allude to the establish- 
ment of a Military Fund. 

I ought to feel— and I hope I <lo feel — a just ditfidence in myself, while I 
presume to address you on a subject of such deep importance to the Army ; 
bufr 1 retlect, that no one is too humble to interest himself in the sacred cause 
of humanity. This is my apology, if, in the attempt, there appear pre- 
sumption. 

Perhaps, then, you will allow mo to state, that, having ' reflected on the 
wants of the Army in this respect, and on the incalculable happiness which 
a Military Fund would be the means of diffusing throughout the service, I 
was induced, in 1830, to submit to the consideration of a distinguished 
General Officer, then at the hejid of an important military department, the 
suggestion of establishing a permanent Military Fund for the benefit of the 
Army in general, but mote immediaUly for tho benefit of the widows and 
orphans of Military Officers. I felt, also,* that, in tho able Editor of the 
United Service Journal, so good a cause would find* a zealous advocate and 
friend; and, therefore, in November of the same year, I took tho liberty of 
communicating the plan to you. The communictgtion was acknowledged in 
the usual manner. I now place the correspondence in your hands, and you 
will perceive that tho principle and advantages of a Military Fund received 
the unqualified approbation of the General Ofli(;cr to whom I have alluded $ 
and I nave reason to know that his opinion, up to this moment; remains 
unchanged. > ' ^ 

The Army, I trust, does not require to be told at this time of day, of the 
teal value of such an institution* The effects it is capable of producing^ and 
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the happiness which, in the course of a few years, we may expect it to spread 
and peipetuate throughout the army, must make it an object of deep and 
anxious solicitude with all who feel for the honour and credit of His Majesty’s 
service. The luxuries of the world, which gild the cxU'rior, produce, at best, 
only an unsatisfying radiance, and arc not the sunshine of real happiness ; 
on the other hand, the cxcrciee of pure and active benevolence, in alleviating 
the sufferings of humanity, gives that sweet impress to the feelings almost 
to be envied, and which time itself would iii^vain attempt to eflace. 

It will bo seen by my letter marked No. I, that, in the very outset, I 
ventured humbly to recommend, that, in the formation of a Fund for our 
Army, care should he taken to make it approximate, as near as possible, in 
its data and machinery, to the Military Funds of the Indian Army. I retain 
this opinion. The institutions of the Indian Army, for itself, its widows and 
orphans, have stood the test of time, and have produced a happiness amongst 
those connected with it, which — if such feelings were permitted — the King’s 
Army might well envy. The Arm will, of course, decide for itself; hut I 
cannot help expressing a hope that the idea, contemplated by some, of 
establishing a Fund upon the principle of a Joint Stock Company, with its 
attendant profit or loss, will not be entertained. If the Ih'itish Army is to 
have a Fund at all of its own, let it be enshrined within the mantle of bene- 
volence, and let it not sink down to the cold and selfish medium of mercantile 
speculation. 

A Military Fund is within the means and compass of the Army. When 
we look to its aggregate income, and behold the splendid establishments it 
lias procured for itself, — and I by no means underrate those, — it is not 
possible to doubt that the Array possesses resources within itself, more than 
sufficient to found and support a munificent Military Fund. The Navy has no 
greater resources than the Army ; and yet, to its praise and honour, the Navy 
has its Charitable Fund, its Annuitant Fund, and, more recently, its Naval 
School. The Army, then, has resources. But there are two features bear- 
ing strongly upon this vital part of the questiog, which I here beg respectfully 
to suggest. These are, 1st, I would admits its subscribers to the Widows’ 
and Orphans’ Fund, all civilians belonging to those Government Depart- 
ments immediately connected with the Army. This would bring a great 
accession of capital to the Fund ; and, as the civilians do not come within 
the range of war and of climate, the chances of their families falling heavily 
upon the Fund would be distant and remote. The second suggestion is with 
respect to unclaimed prize-money belonging to the Army. 1 w'ould not, to 
establish the best Fund in the world, take one farthing justly belonging to 
the veteran soldier. I woubl leave this sacred and untouched; but I do 
think that all unclaimed prize-money belonging to the officei’ might, with 
great justice, be applied in aid of the Widow^s' and Orphans* Fund, and in 
supporting a Military School for the Sons of Oificers. This is the view I 
take, and which I submit, with great deference, to the superior judgment of 
others. 

I am not unaware that, in some quarters, opinions are entertained 
unfavourable to the army having a Military Fund of its own. I respect 
these opinions; but it may be permitted, without offence, Jo answer, that his 
present Majesty — the highest authority in the State — is the Patron of the 
Naval Fund. This mifs>t carry conviction. Can it be said, that what is a 
blessing to the Navy, and to all other classes of civil society, must he an evil 
to the Army ? or is it rat(pnully feared, that an institution, based in humanity, 
to shield its widows and orphans from an iinpitying world, can only establish 
itself on the ruins of the British Army ? The idea cannot, for a moment, be 
entertained. « 

A Military School, for the education of the sons of officers— the want of 
which is So deeply felt, cannot be separated from the cause of benevolence, 
and'oUf^t to form an integral part of any general measure^ to advance the 
intorests of the army. It is an institution second in importance to none^ 
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because it is calculated, more than any other, to determine and influence the 
future fate of thousands. 

It is believed — at least it is anxiously hoped — that the army recognizes 
the establishment of a Military Fund, as just in principle, as well as in 
substantial policy ; and thus it is ventured— although with unfeigned dif- 
fidence — to suggest the following steps, as mere preliminaries to the general 
measure being perfected and accomplished. 

1st. It is earnestly recommended, as decisive of its future success, that an 
application be made, through the proper quartef, most humbly entreating his 
Majesty to condescend to become the Patron of the Military Fund. His 
Majesty, whose heart overflows with kindness, will not be unwilling to extend 
to the army the same gracious favour and protection, which he has been 
pleased to give to the navy. 

2ndly. To appoint, under the sanction and authority of the General Com- 
manding-in-Chief, a Board of Officers, whose duty would be, to examine, frame, 
and propose such regulations, as might hh deemed necessary to the establish- 
ment of a Military Fund ; to decide upon the funds and resources, the mode of 
management, and to adopt the most efficient means conducive to the general 
welfare, and to the solid and permanent duration of the establishment. 

3rdly. The Board to submit the foundation and details of the Institution to 
the anny, in a form to carry with it conviction of the advantage and complete 
practical security of the Fund. 

4thly. To call upon the army, individually and collectively, to give do- 
nations and subscriptions to establish the Fund. 

5thly. To give full confidence to the army, all donations and subscriptions, 
received on account of the Fund, to be invested in Government securities, and 
in the name of throe oflicial trustees, namely, the General Commanding-in- 
Chief, the Secretary-at-War, and the Paymaster-General to the Forces. 

These, of course, are only initiatory steps, leading us up to the higher un- 
dertaking. Actions, not sentiments, are the \hing to be dealt with. Let the 
army unite in one common bond, — in one common and righteous cause, — and 
the triumph of benevolence will flb complete. I would say to the army, in 
the language of our present Secretary-at-War, Sir John Hobhouse, — 
‘WThat a just posterity will render its gratitude, while its own approving 
conscience will amply repay it for the anxiety of so noble an en- 
terprize.” Your most obedient and humble servant, 

F. Hamilton. 

(Late) Captain Ceylon Regiment. 

N.B. The plan I contemplate, provides not only a pension to the widow, 
but also enables the officer to secure to his children the sum of 400/., payable 
at his death. These leading features have been considered and approved by 
Mr. Finlaison, the Government Actuary, who has undertaken to prepare the 
necessary calculations and tables. 

London, 20th Dec., 1832. 


Captain Hayes (^n Naval Construction. 

EJm Grove, Southsea. 

Mr. Editor, — S oane of the numerous^ statements which have lately been 
made in the public prints relative to th^ consttuction and qualities of ships of 
war, appearing to me incoiTect and vague, I am induce'd to olfer a few obser- 
vations and remarks upon this most important subject, in the hope that, if 
you consider them worth insertion, you may be able, without excluding more 
valuable matter, to find a corner for them in your excellent Journal. 

It has been stated by some writers that a large vessel should neces^ai'ily 
sail faster than one of smaller diniensiQO% while others say, the superior 
sailing of the latter is no proof of inferior instruction in the formef ; but 
these disputants appear to mo to overlook a very material point, namely, the 
rig of the conterMing vessels. I have, in the last twelve years, formed a 
system of N aval Ardiitecture on fixed principles ; and the experiments neces^ 
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sary to the formation of this system, with the observations made thereon 
prove to me, that if a ship, a brig, and a cutter, be sent to sea on trial of their 
sailing qualities, and it be granted that all of them arc equally well con- 
structed, — that the placing of the masts, the stowage, and the trim, are as 
perfect in one as the other, and that the whole are managed with equal skill, 
— the brig will prove superior to the ship, and the cutter to the brig, notwith- 
standing the dilfeivnce in size ; but suppose these vessels to be in p.nrs, and 
all equally well appointed, as, above, tho large ship would prove superior to 
the snialh'r,— and so with the brigs and cutters ; and, therefore, when I see a 
small vessel beat a larger of the same rig, I conclude something to be defective 
in the latter. Often have I hoard the remark, when a large ship has laboured 
much in a sea, “ feJhe is over-built, — she is too largo for her class;” than 
which nothing can be more erroneous. Some of the American largo frigates, 
I am told, labour prodigiously ; but this is caused by incorrect construction, 
and not by increased dimensions. ^ ship ma} be too large for her armament, 
and the ])urposcs she may be intended for, and this will cause unnecessary 
expense ; but never can, if properly constructed, cause her to labour more 
than a smaller vessel. A lessel of the most perf(*(‘t form may, liow^wer, bo 
rendered extremely destruetivi' in spars,*^ rigging, &c., by injudicious masting, 
stow age, and trim ; and such errors will cause a fast-sailing ship to beeouio 
dull and licavy in all her movements ; and this is the case with tho President 
class of 1‘rigates, of which the Madagascar is ono ; their masts nr(j more than 
six feet from their proper situations, and tho stowage has hitherto been 
c([ually incorrccl. A fixed principle of construction points out all these 
defects, and offers a remedy for them ; and without which no two ships can 
ho constructed and built alike, unless one be copied from the other ; even 
should the length of the water-line, the stem, the stern-port, and tho midship 
section, with the point where the latter is to be placed, be gi\en to two archi- 
teetJi, they could not produce two sliips alike, without commimicjiting with 
each other on the subject. A fixed principle removes all dillicultu's. But in 
speaking of such a system, lei it not be uivlo’>too(l thal I am recommending 
ail vessels to be built of one unvaried form, — 1 liuve no such wish ; nor do I 
sec it could answer any good purpose. The sj stem I am speaking of will 
enable the architect to vary the form of his ships as often as he may wisli to 
do so, and at a certainty of not producing a bad one. 

As it appears to be the fashion to pas', judgment on the construction of the 
Vef'non and Castoi\ I suppose I must, as 1 witnessed two or three of tlieir 
trials, say something on this point; and therefore I eoiifess, that not having 
seen tlie drafts from wlucli these vessels were hiiilt, I feel myself inadc'cpiate 
to give any decided oiiinioii respecting them. And I ean only observe, that 
I consider tho latter ship too small, and tho former unnecessarily large, for a 
first-class frigate ; and as in their perfonnanee I saw nothing remarkable, 
and neither of them having been constructed on any fixed principle, I do not 
think anything of certainty can have been elicited during the time I was with 
the squadron. John 11a.yes, Capt. R.N. 


Captain Peake in reply to the Jilditor of the Metropolitan Magazine, 

, Navy Club, Bond Street, January 21st, 1833. 
Mr. Editor, — Tho extensive circulation of your Journal amongst that 
class of society with whom I am naturally most anxious that my father’s 
memory should stand well, induces me to request tliat you will give insertion, 
in the forthcoming Number of the United »Servico Journal, to the following 
copy of a letter which I have addressed to the Editor of the Metropolitan. 
The motive expressed above will^<i»»ti*ustyead you to deviate from your rule 
of giving admission in your valifahlo worOo nothing but original matter. 

I am, Sir, your obedient Servant, 

J. L. PkakIe, Captain^ R,N, 

To the Editor of the United Service Journal. 
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“ Navy Club, Bond Street, January lOtli, 1833. 

“ Sir, — I n the Metropolitan Magazine for November last, the following 
paragraph appeared ; — 

“ ‘ When Mr. Peake was Surveyor of the Navy during the York Adminis- 
tration, it was thought advisable to increase our Naval force with forty sail* 
of-the-line ; and it is to his eternal disgrace^ that, instead of copying from 
the fine models in his possession* he actually built in merchant yards forty 
vessels of so inferior a scantling and quality, that they have been generally 
designated in the Navy as the Forty Thieves.’ ” 

“It is hot without a painful struggle that I suppress the feelings excited 
in mv ihind by the very harsh terms in which the writer of that paragraph 
lias thought proper to express himself in reference to the professional conduct 
of my fathor, the late Sir Henry Peake. Admitting that the characters of 
public servants are fit subjects for criticism, I must bo permitted to say, that 
the writer has made a very intemperate use of his privilege. 

“ Instead, however, of following his example by retaliating abusive lan- 
guage, in justice to the memory of my father, I beg to submit to you the 
following statement, which I trust, a.** an act of justice to the memory of my 
late fatlicr, will be inserted in your next Number. 

“ In June, 1 806, Sir Henry Peake, then Mr. Peake, was appointed Surveyor 
of the Navy, — the Right Hon. Charles Grey, now Karl Grey, being the First 
Lord of the Admiralty, — in the room of Sir John Henslow, and jointly with 
Sir William Rule. 

“ In August, 1806, iho Lords-Commissioners of the Admiralty directed 
drawings to be prepared for building a class of 74-gun ships ; and, in con- 
sequence, each surveyor prepared and submitted drawings separately for their 
Lordships’ approval, of the following dimensions : — 

Sir William Rule. Mr, Peake. 

Ft. Ins. • Ft Ins. 

Length of Deck . . . 174 0 Length of Deck » , . 176 0 

Bruculth, extreme . . . • 6 Breadth, extreme . . .48 0 

Depth in Hold . . , 20 8 Depth in Hold . . . 21 3 

Burden, in Tons . • 1717 Biaden, in Tons .. . 1766 

IJfbightof Midship Port, as per draft 5 8 Heightof Midship Port, as per draft 6 0 

“ In submitting the above, Mr. Peake expressly stated to their Lordships, 
that from the known good character of the French Courageant (as given by 
Naval’ Officers), he had prepared his drawing ; and disclaiming credit for 
whatever merit they might be found to possess. 

“ I have further to observe, that these drawings were returned to tho 
Surveyors by their Lordships, with directions for them to construct another 
jointly, with instructions as to the dime7mo7is ; which directions were of 
course complied with, and a drawing was prepared, submitted to, and approved 
of by the Board of Admiralty, of tho following dimensions ; from which the 
class of ships, known oflicially as the Surveyor's class, were built. This was 
in September, 1806 : — 

Surveyct’s Joint Draft. 

Ft. Ins. 

Length of Deck . . , • . • , 176 0 

Breadth, extreme • . T • * . . 47 6 

Depth in Hold . . • . • *. 21 0 

Burden in Tons . • . . t 1741 

Height of Midsliip Port, as per draft » • i • ® 

“ I would remark, that had the Admiralty permitted each Surv’ftyor to 
have built the ship proposed without obliging them to compromise certain 
points in the construction,— and wjflch mifst have been done mutually,' — 
there is little doubt but better ships would hdvo been produced than Xbose of 
the joint draft. 

“ Anxious to sbppress the feelings of a son in vindicating the memory of 
the late Surveyor, Sir Henry Fealte, I prefer adopting the language of the 
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Editor of the Hampshire Telegraph to my own. In his paper of the 5th of 
Novemher last, he writes, — 

' “ ‘ The Metropolitan. — We observe the gallant Captain Marryat, of the 
Navy, announces himself as the Editor of this monthly periodical. It is 
i-ising into high repute, and contains a variety of very amusing matter ; the 
article Naval Architecture is very interesting, but we must object to a pas- 
sage in it, at page 245, reflecting, in most unmeasan <1 terms, on the late Sir 
Henry Peake, for the construction of the dinc-of-battle ships known as the 
Forty I'hieve'}. True it is| that finer and larger ship^ might have been 
built; but would they have been so goner allj^ ser\ iccable ? Could they, if 
they had drawn more water, ha^o safely been sent to the Baltic, the Belt, 
and the Dutch coast? Certainly not. Besides, Thieves as they were, we 
should be glad to learn of any other ybr/y ships, built within a similar 
period, that have done half their w ork.' 

“ I take upon me to say, without the fear of contradiction, that this is not 
the opinion of the Editor of the Hampshire Tt'legraph only, but also that of a 
large majority of our best and most experienced Na\al Olfieers ; and 1 lca^c 
the public to decide, after the above statement, how far it w^as cither courteous 
or just on the part of the writer on Na\al Aichitccuire in your Journal, to 
apply the epithets he has done to the late Sir Henry Peake. 

I remain, Sir, 

To the Editor Your obedient Servant, 

of the Metropolitan Magazine." J. L. Pk ake, Captain, R,NT 


The Li^ht Division » 

Mr. Editor, — On reading the letter of C. J.T. S. in your January num- 
ber of this ) car, it does not clearly appear to me that the writer has siilU- 
ciently established th®itbe never intended to depreciate the character of the 
Light Division by his observations respecting them in his first letter ; and, 
as he is anxious that strict justice should ho done them, a third party may 
probably be excused the intrusion of a few words on the quotation from his 
first letter, which quotation I shall again quote, that } our numerous readers 
may decide on the nature of that feeling which could dictate such remarks 
on the Light Division, not that one solitary opinion ought to he taken as the 
voice of the Gallant Third Division, who, satisfied with their own large share 
of glory, have never dreamt of lowering the character of their brother soldiers 
of the Peninsula Army. 

1 shall now let the w’onls of C. J. T. S. speak for themselves : — 

“ I am myself aware that the merit must be divided (and in no equal por- 
tions) with the Third Division. I remember that at Badajoz, when they 
failed, the Third Division by taking the Castle gained the towm ; that at 
iSabugal, when in a most awkward scrape, we {the Third Division) rescued 
them ; and where, in their whole career, can they produce an instance to 
equal in splendour the conduct of the 5th and 77th at El Bodon?" 

In most actions where considerable bodies of troops arc employed, the 
actual fighting part frills on one portion, whilst the rest are employed in 
marching to turn a tiank, threaten communications, &c , and those who hqve 
been employed in the combat, have generally been rewarded by the greater 
portion of fame, |hould their conduct in the fight have been distinguished by 
courageous and persevering opposition against a brave enemy ; otherwise, 
the Waterloo Medals should have been presented by the Prince Regent to 
the Vfiissian troopp, instead of to the English, wliom they rescued from the 
AWKWARD SCRAPS of fighting, at the bq/tlo of Waterloo. 

The Army are by no means ^gnorant of the nature and severity of the re- 
sistance encountered by the Third Division in scaling the walls and taking 
the Castle of Badajoz ; and, although the troops at the breach claimed but 
slight credit for their exertions, stul we think that C. J. T, S. could have 
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spared a small portion of his gloty for the capture of Badajoz to the Ftfth 
Division^ as that division, we believe, gained the centre of the town about 
the period of the Third Division taking possession of the Castle ; and, 
although the Fifth Division had not the advantage of any strong hold in 
Badajoz, yet it must have contributed finally to cause the retreat of those 
gallant Frenchmen, who so long defended the breach with obstinate valour, 
against those who had yet to learn, that the troops employed in turning the 
Hanks merited far brighter laurel than those who encountered the severer 
shock of battle. * ^ 

How greatly is it to bo regretted that the corps of Frenchmen, who were 
appointed for the defence of the breach of Badajoz, had not on that night 
been placed in the Castle and on the walls adjacent to it, in order that the 
divisions who were sent to the breach might have learnt how easily those 
Frenchmen could have been beaten ; the Fourth and Light Divisions would 
have wdlliugly been shown an easier way into Badajoz, for, like Archimedes, 
they had not discovered the royal road, * * 

“ An awkward scrape ” certainly implies that the Light Division were 
in a situation not very creditable to themselves on the arrival of the 
Third Division to the rescue j" at* Sabugal ; they must cither, at that 
period, have bec'ii nearly surrounded by the enemy, or were retreating in 
a (lisord(M*ly manner. But at the ])criod of the arrival of the Third and 
also the Fifth Division (whom C. J.T. *S. has again forgotten), the French 
had already (;v)mmouco(l their retreat : during the combat the Light Division 
never lost an inch of ground ; on the contrary, they had gained upon the 
enemy and captured a gun on his position, which all the efforts of Infantry 
and Cavalry could never regain ; on the enemy’s strength being discovered 
at the commencement of the action, it appeared discouraging, but retreat 
was never thought of; the IJght Division ftdt assured that Lord Wellington 
would take ediargc of their Hanks, if they only performed their own part 
properly when such an enviable opportunity* was offered them in their front. 

When the yrd and the 5tli Division appeared in sight, the French had 
been repulsed in every part of tlfc field ; it was then expected by the troops 
engaged, that those two divisions being first, would have been ordered to 
pursue and destroy the enemy then retiring in a straggling manner across 
marshy ground, and along roads broken up by the rains ; but the “ rescue" 
of the Light Division from a disgraceful capitulation or a dastardly flight 
was more due to the ten minutes firing of a part of a brigade of the Third 
Division, than to their own niusket-shots and bayonets. 

The Light Division can never be so arrogant as to contradict C. J. T. S., 
where lie asserts that nothing piTformcd by them during the war could 
equal in splendour the combat of El Bodoii ; indeed, they have never spoken 
of tliat aftair but with admiration and pride, as shedding a brilhant lustre on 
the British arms. 

The letters of C. J. T. S. appear to have been written in consequence of a 
doubt having arisen as to which of the two breaches at Rodrigo were first 
carried. Happening, Mr. Editor, to have been a party concerned on that 
night, I can state that the head of the column of the Light Division carried 
the small breach after a sharp but shprt struggle, and as the rear of the 
column were moving up across the diitch, an oHicer from the 3rd Division 
advanced in great haste along the bottom of the ditchffrom the large breach^ 
requesting that a reinforcement might be immediately sent there, as tho 
troops at that breach were likely to be beaten ; a party of the Light Division 
instantly returned with that ofticer, joined in tho enorts at the* large breach, 
and finally entered the town with the 3rd Division. 

The above details have been ei^tered into from the probability of their 
proving more satisfactory to C. J, T. S., than a reference to the despatches ; 
shouldany others be desired, they can be furnished most readily by 
' 5th Join.y msd. Resgatado. 
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Deccan Prize Money, 

Mr. Editor, — As one individually concerned, permit me, through the 
medium of your widely-circulated pages, to revive the attention of those 
liberal Members of the Houso of Commons who formerly so strenuously 
interested themselves about the distnbution of ihe Deccan Prize Mmey^ 
towards the great hardship of the still unsettled state of that question, in the 
hope that they will be able to bring tho matter to an early issue in the 
approaching session of Parliainent. 

Allow me, at the same time, to express a humble opinion that Sir Thomas 
Ilislop made out, at best, but a feeble case, in claiming tho lion’s share, to 
the prejudice of the Commander-in-Chief of all India; when it is considered 
that the latter not only planned the whole system of military operations 
which led to the success of the campaign, but by placing himself at the head 
of a formidable force, in a commanding central position, effectually watched, 
overawed, and paralyzed the council^, as well as hostile movements of more 
than one doubtful or adverse power, at the same time that, during the pro- 
gress of the co-operative movements of the different branches of the combined 
army, he not only infliienced most, but directed many of them ; and in some 
instances, even interfered with distant defaih. And I would only put the 
simple question to Sir Thomas ITislop,— despite of all selfish prejudice, — 
wdiat could have been done, or what [might not have been the consequence 
in several instances, but for the opportune presence of the Marquis of Has- 
tings, and the force under his immediate control, generally known by tho 
name of the Centre Division of the Grand Army ? 

Let it not be supposed, from my thus arguing, that I belonged to that 
Army, — such nut being tho case. I happened, however, to serve with a 
detached portion of the Bengal Army, which accidentally formed an illus- 
tration of the real state of the question at issue, in having, by the express 
orders of tho Maripiis of Hastings, moved forward, and partially participated 
in the warfare with one of the powers of iXicJXeccan, 

It is true, I believe, that the high spirit and truly elevated, yet perhaps too 
sensitive mind of the Marquis of Hastings, led that nobleman, in the first 
instance, to leawe his right to the Cominander-in-Chief s share of prize 
iiumey, rather than that it should bo possibly insinuated that he had made 
his high office of Governor-General subservient to any sordid scheme for 
recruiting liis deranged finances, through the medium of his subordinate 
station of Cominaiider-iu-Chief ; and it is, perhaps, equally true, that it was 
only on his being urgently reminded that by so doing, he would be infficting 
a very great injustice and injury upon his creditors as well as his family, that 
lie was induced to relinquish his chivalric intention. But, even had he 
acted otherwise,* such an abdirafory proceeding could surely neither have 
affected his mherent right and title to prize money as Commander-in-Chief 
of the combined Anny, nor formed a precedent for any future military 
Governor-General that might be similarly situated *. 


* As the express terms in which the Govennor-Genend in Council vested Sir 
Tliomas Hislop with a particular special control aud responsibility in tlie Deccan 
seems to have been somehow overlooked, peiinit me to subjoin the following extract 
from tho Supreme Governihent’s instructions on the occasion, dated 17th May, 1817 
forming, one would think, rather a formal extinguisher to that officer’s claim to the 
prize money of a distinct Cmnmander-iii-Chief. 

Lieuton.int-Genoral Sir Thomas Hislop, Baronet, Commander-in-Chief of tho 
Army of Foit St. George, &c. &c., “ to assume the personal command of all the troops 
lu the Deccan, and the general control (.subject to the authority of the Governor- 
General in Council only|, of the military operations nnd political negotiations and 
arranv^emonts, connected with the piopbsed servjce in that quarter of India,”— 
tventuallu^ in ihe londucl of operations in the field, to iub autuouxty of the Cuk* 
IN India.” ^ ' 
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But, independent of all these circumstances, one might suppose that the 
dispute between Sir Thomas Hislop and the Marquis of Hastings, for the 
Comraandcr-in-Chiofbhip, (for two suns cannot well shine in the same 
firmament,) would have really afforded no just ground for the suspension of 
the rights and claims of a whole army, —after an already long-protracted 
delay of fifteen years, — considering that these two shares might have very 
easily been retained by the Prize Trustees, until the knotty point at issue 
should be more satisfactorily settled by com[)etent authority. 

The claim of Sir Lionel Smith rests upon altogether different grounds ; 
but considering that the treasure claimed for his division as actuat captors^ 
was not known of, far less taken possession of by them at the time of the 
capture of Pooiiali, but quietly discovered eight months afterwards,— that 
the law-oflicers of the Crown had come to an impartial decision on the merits 
of the (*asc, as fur as evicting evidence permitted,— and that the warrant of 
distribution hml passed the Royal Sign Manual, -it might surely have been 
reasonably expected that there would ha'i^^' been no good or sullicient grounds 
for again suspending the already cruelly protracted (‘laims of the whole com- 
bined army on that account ; particularly as even Mr. Warburton’s motion 
was confined to the suspension of tli^^ Prize Distribution Warrant, as Jar as 
related to the claims of Sir Thomas Hislop ami Sir Lionel Smithy alone. 

As matters, however, unfortunately turned out otherwise, tet us trust that 
more than sullicient time has already elapsed for reconsidering the question, 
and that the claims of a whole army will not be much longer compromised 
in favour of the disputes of any two or three iiidi\idiials, howe\er exalted^ 
but that all concerned will speedily obtain their just rights, and among tho 
rest, 

Your humble Servant, 

CiNCINNATUS. 


Mu. Koitou, -Adverting to the subject of Badges, I beg to suggest 
lliai a petition, In tlu' form given in the United Ser\ ice Journal for February, 
TS3I, page ‘2ss, may he presented to his Majesty through the proper 
ehamicl, by tAo Navy and Army Otlicers of distinction ; and 1 would sub- 
mit, for the consideration of the otlicers of the United Service, that the fol- 
lowing, or any other more approved plan, may be transmitted at the same 
time for his Majesty’s sanction. 

lit the event of his Majesty being graciously ph'ased to permit such olficers 
of the Navy and Army, as have distinguished themselves in action, to wear 
an appropriate badge at their own expense, w hen notice thereof has been 
given in the Gazette, it would be desirable that it should als6 apiiear in the 
United Service Jonviial, with directions to all olliccrs, who have been actually 

engaged with the enemy, to forward a statement of their services (To 

her(' stale the public ollice), according to the form pointed out in the United 
Service Jonnial for August, 1 8.1 1 ^page ;>50. 

I knew an oflicer who served the guns in a bri‘aclung battery, and was the 
first volunteer for a«forloru hope in tho storming party ; the same oflicer por- 
foi-med similar services at a second siege, where he was the first man to 
enter the breach at the head of 250 men. I knevf this same oflicer at a 
third siege to serve in llio howitzer battery ; and wdieu the storming party 
had been repuKed after a heavy loss, with extraordinary exertions, assisted 
hy the Artillerymen, he planted a howitzer vvilhm ten yards of' the gateway 
at midday, which, in a few rounds, he blew open and entered the fort ; and, 
although the storming party (lad *rallied and ascended tho broach, the hot- 
test fire of the enemy was directed againshthe party at the gateway^ and in 
less than an hour the Biitish troops were in possession of the fort: no doubt 
there are man/ brave men unrewarded, who have performed more signal 



256 


CORHESPOiNDENCE. 


feats of valour ; but even these acts are not unworthy of the most gratifying 
reward an officer can receive ; ^iz., a small token of his Majesty's approval of 
his conduct. 

When the badge has been approved, it is to be hoped that the dies will be 
forthwith prepared, and a certain number struck without waiting for the 
officer 8. claims, as a few surplus medals (should there be any) can be no 
great expense to the country. 

The badges might be arranged as follows, jn four Classes:— 

First Ciass. 

St. George’s Cross in gold, suoh as is described in the United Service 
Journal for January, 1831, page 102, with the Crown and Anchor in the 
centre for Naval, and a Lion for Military Services. 

Second Class. 

A Gold Star, having a Crown and Anchor in the centre, for Naval, and a 
Lion for Military Services. * 

Third Class. 

A Gold Medal, having on one side tljc King’s Head and Naval Trophies, 
for Naval Services, and the King’s Head and Arrnv Trophies for Military 
Services j and the officer's name and services engraved on the other side. 

Fourth Class. « 

A Silver Medal, of the same size and description as described in tlie Third 
Class. 

An officer, of whatever rank he may be, who may have Commanded a 
vessel of war when engaged as a single ship iu a brilliant action, or Com- 
manded armed-boats in some signal engagement with the enemy, or who 
may have Commanded a storming party or forlorn hope to wear a badge of 
the First Class. ^ 

All officers of the Navy and Army, of the rank of a field officer, who may 
have been actually engaged in any genera) action with fleets, squadrons, or 
troops ; and also all officers of the rank of captain in the Army, who may 
have distinguished themselves in any brilliant action between two ships of 
war or cutting out, or on a storming party or forlorn hope, to wear a badgd 
of the Second Class. 

All Commissariat officers of whatever rank, who may produce satisfactory 
testimonials of distinguished services in a fight with the enemy, or of having 
been engaged in a general action of llects, squadrons, or troops ; also, any 
officer entitled to a badge of the Second Class, who may have pcrforraed'’any 
of the services therein, or herein described, more than once, to wear a badge 
of the Third Class. 

Quarter-.deck officers not holding commissions, who may produce satisfac- 
^ tory testimonials of having performed any such services as ai*e described in 
either of tho classes, to wear a badge of the Fourth Class. 

There may be many defects in this arrangement ; my only object is to 
forward the details more than they hitherto have been, with the hope that 
some more able correspondent will improve upon the plan, and put the thing 
in such a shape that the public offioecs to whom this matter may be referred 
by his Majesty, may have less difticuUy in suggesting a plan for carrying it 
into efl’cet in these times of rigid economy. 

Yours, &c., 

December 25, 1832. An Officer. 

P.S^ The badges should be distributed as received from the Mint, and 
tjhe officers have them mounted and en^aved themselves according to tho 
.Circulars, which, no doubt, will be issued for their guidance, otherwise they 
-j^teay expect some years to elapse before they receive them complete. 
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J^for Peninsular Service^ 

Mr. Editor, — Though the subject of a Peninsula Medal has long been 
ineffectually agitated, the Army still looks to a satisfactory result of their 
appeal. Meantime the officers who would be entitled thereto are gradually 
becoming less numerous, as indeed is the case even with those of Waterloo, 
whose exploits are so much more recent. A comparison of a late Army List 
with one of some years back will make this sufficiently obvious. The “ 
now are comparatively few, even in regiments who shared most faWy m the 
honour. The distinction, however, is of an enviable and gratifying nature, 
and forms a bond of connexion between all those entitled to it. The anni' 
versary does not pass wherever the military are stationed, or do most congre- 
gate, without a Waterloo dinner, calculated in an eminent degree to promote 
good fellowship, and attended with many interesting reminiscences. 

My object in making these observations, is to suggest the appendage of a 
similar distinction in the Army List tc^ the names of the officers who served 
in the Peninsula. Their number is not now so considerable, that the addition 
of to each name so entitled, would give much trouble to the printer ; and 
I am sure it would afford satisfaction to many deserv ing officers, at present 
undistinguished from others who never saw any service. Besides, it would 
serve as a link between brothers in arms, who encountered the foe in the 
same fields, but wore not fortunate enough to obtain any other distinction. 

The advantages of nourishing a proper “ esprit du corps" have long been 
acknowledged. Can a fitter opportunity than the present offer? I trust, 
Mr. Editor, that you, who have so often and successfully advocated the 
interests of the Army, will not allow this hint to be lost— and that the trifling 
boon solicited will not be denied. 

Yours ever, 

Dec, 1832. ^ L. P. 


“ A Luhken!* on TMters of Sernce, 

Mr. Editor,— It has struck me as very singular that, in the Army List, 
• such a fuss should be made about Waterloo by the authorities at the Horse 
Guards as to induce them to cause a German text to b(# placed before 
Wellington’s name and those of his fellew-labourers on that eventful day, as 
if the English nation had no other warriors than Lobsters to defend her; and 
that in a certain periodical, called the Navy List, the most contemptuous 
silrtice should have been shown to the Dolphins^ as if they wertj not equally 
warriors as well as the LobsterSy and as if there never were such places as 
Copenhagen, the Nile, Trafalgar, Algiers, or Na\arino; therefore, I call 
upon the authorities of the Navy, through your \aluable and interesting 
Journal, to cause the following symbols to be placed before those officers' 
names who have been at those respective actions in the next Navy List,-— 
namely : — 

C. for Copenhiigen. 

Ji, for Nile, 
c. for Trafalgar, 
g. for Algiers. 

(§) for Navarino. 

For instance, — 

C. ii. €. Ne£son, K.p. B. 

3f. Exmouth, K. C. B. 

@ CODRI NOTON, K. C. B. 

U. S. JouRN. No. 51. Feb. 1833. 
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It can be mnly done, as where there is a will there is a way \ and before 
every officer s name who has a claim to those letters, from the Admiral to 
the Lieutenants, Masters, and Pursers ; and in the very next Navy list, 
too, and in the Army List, if the letter JJ. for Peninsular War, and for 
Burmese War, were similarly placed, it would be but a mark of due and 
teasonahle respect to tlie brave officers connected. 

Do not suppose, Mr. Ediror, that I am ungrateful to the Lobsters, for my 
best friend is a Lobster with or\c arm, a brave and chivalrous personage ; but 
I ivish to see fair play towards the Dolphins, 

Hoping, with great respect, to see this letter in your next Number (as the 
case is urgent), I remain, truly, an admirer of your Journal, and 
Jan. 8th, 1833. A Lvbbeb* 

Uniform of the Half Pay — Military Decorations, 

Ma. Editor, — ^Your last Number contains a letter from a Correspondent, 
inquiring whether or not “ half-pay officers are entitled to wear any uniform, 
and if they are, what it is? ” and I have observed with astonishment, that 
several letters have occasionally appeared, of a similar nature, suggesting that 
a specific unifonn should be forthwith ordered for that purpose. Is it iwssible 
that any “ Old Soldier ” can be ignorant that every officer in his Majesty’s 
service is equally entitled (whether on full or half- pay) to appear in uniform 
*‘at Court, on public days, or abroad?” Unemployed officers may wear 
either the regimentals of the corps of which they are on the half-pay, or the 
dress appointed to bo worn by the ^‘unattached,” at their option. Few, 
indeed (ha\ing any choice), will select the latter, in which, whatever their 
rank may he, they arc constantly liable to be mistaken, at a very little 
distance, for a statf-scijeaut of the Guards* in undress ! It is rather mortify- 
ing that a branch of the service, «:‘ontaining some of our most distinguished 
officers, should be condeinued to such a costume (rendered still more conspi- 
cuous by the splendour, &o , &c., by which they are surrounded, on the only 
occasions when it is worn), especially as foreigners attach great importance 
to such particulars, and, in their eyes, every ensign of militia, or even 
deputy -lieutenant,” must appear to be of much greater consequence than 
men who have perhaps commanded a battalion in half a dozen campaigns. 
It is true that, in order to prevent themselves from being considered as 
belonging to an inferior branch of the service *, most officers make up “ a 
fancy uniform ” on going abroad, in consequence of which, it is rare to mpet 
with any two who arc dressed alike ; but this is bad, and should be discoun- 
tenanced. Nobody can be a more sincere advocate for proper economy than 
I am ; btit it is ridiculous to suppose that the few extra shillings which it 
would cost to make the appearance of the “unattached ” equal to that of their 
brethren in arms who may happen to be on the half-pay of a regiment, could 
be an object worthy of a moment’s consideration, when it is remembered, that 
making up an uniform, or not, is entirely optional, and that they are ncter 
worn in this country except at Court, reviews, grand public days, or fancy 
balls. 

Permit me also to add a few wprds bi) the subject of thfe “ military decora- 
tion,” so much wished fpr. That an equitable distribution of such a favour 
would be attended by many ditficulties I am perffectly aware. If granted for 
“ services in the field,” e.rclusively, those officers who have exposed their 
lives to the perils of uifhealthy climates, would have reasonable cause for 
complajint. If it depended solely on length of service, not only would many 
meritorious officers be excluded, but (such is the vanity of human nature) 

' [ <1 

* The writer heard the following observation made by a Frenchman to his coun- 
fryroan: — There are three different classes in the British service ;«the regular army 
fr&o wear yotu lace, the militia silver, the unattaehed 
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mahy would dislike to exhibit such a tdl-tale; and I have frequently ob- 
served of late, that even “ Waterloo men ” were rather shy ofpmducing 
evidence that they must be “close aboard of forty y at least!” I wouli 
therefore, humbly suggest that the decoration should be given to every officer 
who had served twenty years on full-pay, or thirty years altogether, reckoning 
two years of tropical service for three (as was formerly the case for pensions), 
and every general action for one^ (or two) years of service. 

Many niuch better plans may doubtless be struck out ; but if these sugges- 
tions should draw the attention of abler heads to the subject, so that, at last^ 
the long-expected boon may be granted, they will answer the purpose for 
which they have been hastily penned by, 

Sir, yotir obedient servant, 

London, Nov. 5th, 1832. Miles Emeritus. 


Naval j}nifonn, 

Mr. Editor, — I some time ago wrote a “Commanders Petition** for 
change of uniform ; some of the# changes therein requested have taken 
place ; this emboldens me to offer, most respectfully, some hints to the 
higher powers, hoping they may meet their approval, as well as be agreeable 
to our brethren of the navy. 

1st. Let us be blue, and all blue; substitute blue for the scarlet cuffs and 
collars, the collars to have gold lace round the bottom, as now worn by flag 
officers. The lieutenants to wear an epaulette only on the right shoulder. 

2ndly. Do away with the undress great-coat ; instead of which have a coat 
similar to the full dress, excepting the slashed sleeve to ha^ e no lace. The 
q)aulets to be finished with a gilt plate, one inch deep, instead of bullion. 
Flag-officers and captains to wear their distinguishing badges as on the strap 
of their full dress bullion epaulets; oflicer^on half-pay to be allowed to wear 
this coat as a dress coat, but without the epaulets, or buttons on the cuffs, 
collars, or pocket- flaps. ^ • 

3rdly. The foraging cap to be with a cloth top, unstiffened, and to bo worn 
,at all times ^vith the undress ; cocked hats with full dress. They certainly 
are unseemly and uncomfortable appendages on watering, wooding, sanding, 
dock-yard, and other services. I am not saddling the profession with mu^ 
additional expense, the undress epaulets will last a man's service life. 

I am yoiu-s, 

• ' A constant Reader, and a 

Jan. 14, 1833. Commander, 


Remarks by a Militiaman. 

Mr. Editor.— May I solicit a page in your Journal for the following 
remarks : — ^Amongst the many changes that have lately taken place in the 
appointments and dress of the arpiy, one alone has struck me with astonish- 
ment and regret - it is the determined line drawn between the Militia and 
the regular serviccf by confining one tcf gold lace, and the otlier to silver. 

I have been a short time in the re^fular Service, aqd am now an officer in 

an old and well-known regiment of Militia Reader, I can see you smile, 

as the truth begins to dawn upon you, and, pethaps, giving a nod to your 
neighbour, say, “ Ah ! I see how it is, this good old regiment* has in olden 
times figured in gold lace.” — A most sagacious remark, worthy sjr, and 
perfectly correct — we did wear gold lace, like some others in the same 
service. Yet think not, courtcons*reader, that we arc like children who take 
the pet, when they have set their hearts upen a pretty gilded toy, ani cannot 
get possession of it. No, no, Sir, we arc men of metal, and luue as fair a 
dhtribution of good seme amongst us as most fellows, 1 own candidly, wo 
are a little vej^edf on finding a change made, the utility of which we cannot 
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divine ; — only shew us, that it is an improvement on the old plan, and that 
it is a SATISFACTORY change to the regular army, and not a word more will 
your poor militiaman utter, but will do his duty, and hold his head as high in 
silver lace, as over he did in gold. 

What is the feeling of regiments who have hitherto worn silver lace, 
fought in it, and borne their parts gallantly, in all the noted actions in the 
Peninsula, and ehewherc,- do they feel gratified by the change, — is it any 
pride or pleasure to them ? — I much doubt it. On the contrary, any one who 
has felt a pride in his regiment must lament such a change — all are now 
alike — the advantage of which I cannot comprehend. Regiments have lately 
been ordered to \vear scarlet, cavalry as well as infantry —and why ? — because 
it was a national colour, and worn in old time'i !- we wish to be English in 
one thing — why not in another f But mark the inconsistency of the thing I 
— instcau of confining the militia service strictly to silver, what is done? — 
why, three Lancashire regiments, I bclie^e, are to continue their gold, — 
because they are called the Duke of Lancaster's own. Surely, their blue 
facings, and Royal attached to their name, is a sufficient mark ; — I willingly 
allow, that none of our militia regiments deserve the compliment more than 
they do ; yet not more than many others. Why not, then, let the others 
resume their former lace — their facings are different, which is a sufficient 
mark also. But without further comment, — why make this change at all ? 
The militia have ever been allowed to wear the same uniform as the line, 
with the difference of their county badges, and the militia button. 

Moreover, this change may cause many to think they are no longer con- 
sidered as soldiers, and thus cast a damp upon their exertions, which have 
ever been most exemplary ; for where (I ask any old officer) could you seo 
finer drilled regiments. Did they not, during the war, volunteer by 
companies at a time both men and officers, leaving the poor colonel to start 
afresh. IIow many of these gallant fellows have nobly distinguished them- 
selves, and left their bodies on the field of battle —a true mark of British 
gallantry ! I think I am not wrong in sayrig, that a third of the British 
army commenced as militiamen; and if our fellows are proud of being con- 
sidered as soldiers, is it not, to say the least, a harmless, and most excusable 
pride ? — and if it adds to the esprit de corps, nwA causes our hardy countiy 
lads, 6nr tradesmen, or last, but not least, our pale faced weavers, to consider 
themselves as soldiers, is it iiot well bestowed ! - does ho not shoulder his 
musket more briskly, and look to his officer with more reverence and respect, 
when placed on the same level, — and if 1 may use so homely a simile- -(one 
of the same family) as the regular seiwico. Perhaps some old campaigner 
who reads this, may call us a parcel of coxcombs, numbering the humble 
individual who now addresses you as the most egregious of that class. But 
I think I know an old stager better than that,- he is too kind-hearted, too 
light-miinled a fellow to abuse a poor militiaman for looking back to good old 
times. As affairs now stand, our services may soon he required ; perhaps we 
may be sent to the sister island, and a more disagreeable, irksome service no man 
could be put to. We shall then want new clothing and appointments : take, 
then, this opportunity of placing on the former footing as fine a set of fellows 
as England can produce. And now* let me conclude, hnd request your 
pardon, kind reader, for^this sud&en outburst of feelings ; and hoping that 
these humble remarks may attract attention, I subscribe myself 
Your obedient humble servant and well-wisher, 

• Peter Firelock. 


Arrow for The Life-Boat, 

Mr. Editor, — Your constant courtesy induces me to hope that you will 
do me the favour to give a place in your Journal to a description of the 
dimensions of the Arrow and its auxiliaries, which may eventually become a 
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most useful adjunct to the Life^Boaty &c., when prevented from a near 
approach to the wreck or ship in distress, by the surge and breakers (on an 
intervening bar, sand-bank, or ridge of shelving rocks), in forming a line of 
communication with the shore. 

1^0 principle having been already explained to the public, repetition 
becomes unnecessary, and would be superfluous. The extreme practicability 
of the present arrangement 'must claim for it a lively interest, and its appli- 
cation to the Life-Boat completes the efficacy of the latter, to which, there- 
fore, I trust it will henceforth become an indispensable auxiliary.* 

In the present case, a blunderbuss is alone necessary : that manufactured 
for the town of Whitby, by Mr. Pritchard, 14, Bull-ring, Birmingham, is 
thirteen inches and a-half long in the barrel, and its calibre one inch. The 
length of the arrow, which is of solid iron, is fifteen inches, and its entire 
weight six ounces and a quarter. A cask, threaded on its spindle behind 
the sliding-ring, rhay be used as a sul^stitute for the recoil-spring. A bridle 
of twisted iron wire, connected with the sliding-ring, is attached to a leather 
thong thirty-eight inches long. To the double, or bend of this thong, a 
mackarel (or log) line is fastened. The quantity of gunpowder used is 
three and three-quarter drachms, the giiage for which accompanies the 
apparatus. 

The Arrow, with the above quantity of gunpowder, will cany the line 
nearly 230 feet in a storm ; and in the numerous experiments made in the 
presence of a considerable concourse of spectators, the line invariably main- 
tained its integrity. In the Life (no other) Boat the line is carefully coiled 
up in a tinned iron case, which remains at the bottom of the boat. The dia- 
meter of this case at top is eight inches and a half, at the base six inches, 
and its depth seven inches and a half. Such a line will be found of sufficient 
strength to pull the rope necessary to establish a line of communication 
between the wreck and the shore. The gampowder, as well as the line, may 
be preserved entirely free from weU whether from rain or the sea-spray, by 
means of Lycapodium powiej, the inflammable seed of the Lycopodium 
Clax^atum, or club-moss. 

^ This invention, moreover, presents an easy mode of conveying a message 
from one ship to another during a storm ; and, in the case of a licet dispersed 
by the tempest, might p^o^e invaluable as a ready method of communication. 
By a proportionate increase of the Arrow and its appendages, the principle 
becomes applicable to the largest piece of ordnance, therefore the distance of 
trj^nsport may he immensely extended. 

Your obliged and very humble servant, 

Jan. 12, 1833. J. Murray. 


Naval aiiU Military Lunatic A»ylvm. 

Mr. Editor, — It was with feelings of gratification that I penised the last 
Letter of Sir Andrew Halliday (the former I had no opportunity of seeing), 
accompanied with a View of iiis proposed Naval and Military Lunatic 
Asylum, in your November Number ^ — a building which, if erected, Avould 
not only be an ornament to the metropolitan county, hut at the same time 
reflect an almost immortal honour upon its philaifthropic projector and no 
less benevolent supporters. It is a wonder that none has been, ere this, 
established; for who, Mr. Editor, are so truly ^serving of scientific pro- 
fessional assistance, when suffering under this the worst of all ‘diseases, ^^tkan 
the brave protectors of our native land f ” and who, when it haa pleased 
Almighty Grod, for some wise purpose, to remove the grand mental character 
that distinguishes the man from the lojrer animals, than those who have 
suffered winter’s cold and summer's parching heat, or have braved the dan- 

f ers of the tempestuous ocean, and death at the cannon’s mouth ; — ore these 
rave men, let me ask, to be neglected during a bereavement of the greatest 
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biasing which man can ei^joy ? No ; it must not be said that Oreat Britain 
will thus neglect her defenders, when they require every epeciee qfbenefic^ 
assistance — the most sdentiftc skill that could be jyrocurei^ and a verification 
of Bannister's excellent song (which in this case more particularly applies), 
“ That Man should act as the Brother of Man." I am not at all surprised 
that such a proposal should have been started by Sir Andrew HaUiday, 
when I reflect that, during the last thirty years, that eminent physician has 
devoted his sole attention to procuring sound practical knowledge on the 
nature and .treatment of mental diseases, as well as information on the mode 
of conducting public and private lunatic asylums in Great Britain, as well as 
on the Continent, regardless of time, trouble, or expense, but solely with a 
view, if possible, of benefiting mankind ; as Sir Andrew's numerous works 
anmlv testify. 

I therefore indulge in the hope, that the time is not far distant when, 
through the benevolence of the wealthy officer in the army, navy, and East 
India Company's ser\ice, as also of the nobility and gentry, that a Naval and 
Military Lunatic Asylum will adorn this metropolis, and shed comfort on its 
afllictccl inmates. As a means of furthering this object, permit me to 
suggest, that if one or two days’ pay wer6 given from the highest naval and 
military officer, doivn to the humblest man in the respective services, a great 
sum would directly be obtained. Again, as on a recent occasion, a large sum 
was procured by a penny subscription, to purchase popular tributes of regard 
for his Majesty's Ministers,—! think this plan might be adopted ; for 1 do 
not believe that there exists a man, woman, or child, who would refuse to 
contribute their mites for such a noble and benevolent an object ; but, on the 
contrary, would cheerfully give them ; and respectable persons be found as 
willing to undertake the task of collecting them, in order to save trouble and 
expense to the Committee. I throw out these suggestions for the considera- 
tion of Sir Andrew HaUiday and Jiiis idiilanthropic coadjutors. 

Trusting to your kindness in griing this letter a place in an early Num- 
ber, 1 have the honour to remain, „ ^ 

Your obedient sen’ant, 

Henry William Dkwhurst, F.W.S., 

Lambeth, Surgeon, Professor of Zoology, Anatomy, &c. 

Dec. 21, 1832. 


Old Svbalterns. 

Mr. Editor, — As economy appears to be the order of the day with the 
powers in office, and taking )Our ^aluablc .Journal for a channel through 
which ideas may be conveyed, may I reiiuest you (as the object is feasible), 
to insert the following : — 

There are several old lieutenants on the retired list with no prospect but 
that of remaining Subs, all their lives, veterans who can produce testimonials 
of meritorious se^^ ice, and who have, doubtless, some of them lost their rank 
in consequence of being w'ounded in action^ and others from infirmities con- 
tracted during the campaigns on the Peninsula. I would suggest that all 
Buch should be offered the option of being promoted to (he rank of Captain 
imattachcd, as it would , be placing them on a more respectable footing in 
society, and at the same time be a sa\ing to the public of 6d. per diem from 
each who availed himself of it, their retired pay being 7s. 0<f., and the half- 
pay of Captain but 7s. This suggestion, though brier, conveys much, and I 
hope will not altogether pass unnoticed at head quarters. 

1 am, Sir, your constant Reader, 

Leeds. 20th Dec., 1832. * JusTiciA. 

^ c 

PB. Old Lieutenants of the Navy who have been upon the shelf for years grepro- 
Igiotgd to superannuated Commanders, why should Lieutenants of tho disaiitsd 
its the eereiecf not have equal honpiuri coiuerred upon them ? 
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On the of Paddks in Vesnh of War, 

Mr. Editor,— Havinff noticed the remarks under the signature of the 
“ Original Q in a corner, in the late Number of the United Service Journal, 
upon my observatione upon the inutility of paddles for the purpose of meeting 
the more rapid movements of steam-vessels of war, 1 beg to acknowledge 
that the writer has exhibited the subject in a very satisfactory view, since it 
is apparent that the steamer must remain in all positions out of the roach of 
the small arms of the sailing-vessel ; and it is also clear, that the further the 
distance between the vessels, the greater the distance to be traversed by the 
steamer'in its rotatory movement. The sailing-vessel will be the centre of a 
circle, and the steamer will describe the circumference in the manner which 
may be familiarly illustrated by the revolution of a common coach wheel, in 
which the nave as the centre is seen to move, at not a tenth part of the velo- 
city of the exterior iron of the rim. This view of the subject contains, 
indeed, the very gravamen of the question as to the future utility of sailing- 
vessels of war ; and as it proves the practicability of defence by the use of 
paddles, I am most happy to acknowledge that “ Q in a corner” has 
established the doctrine of Captain .Napier, and overthrown that of 

Your very humble Servant, 

II. F. 


Query by a Commander, 

Mr. Editor, — Allow mo to ask, through the medium of your valuable 
Journal, why no officer of the rank of Comiiiander has been appointed to liis 
Msyesty's ship Spartiate, about to receive the Hag of the Oummander-in- 
Chief proceeding to South America ? 

Public report states, I know not with what truth, that the officer named to 
that command asked for the appointmenf of various members of his own 
fhmily to the different situations of captain, commander, Hag-lieutenant, &c., 
&c. ; and that their Lordshiifi *at the Admiralty having denied him theso 
requests, he, in return, declines receiving a Commander. Yet, by the rule 
•of the service (and that rule inado by his present Majesty when Lord High 
Admiral), the Spartiato ought to bear aq oflicer of that rank, just as well as her 
surgeon, or purser, or any other part of the establishment. Nor can I well 
conceive why any officer, be his rank what it may, is allowed thus openly to 
violate established rule. Of this I am persuaded, and it is the general iccl- 
ing of the service, that had a captain (not of the patri(;ian order) declined 
receiving a flrst-lieutenant in his ship, that officer would have been forced 
upon him, or he would himself have been superseded by return of post. 

Perhaps, Sir, some of your Correspondents may throw a* light upon this 
subject, which 1 am unable to discover. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your admirer and humble servant, 

Portsmouth, Nov. 30, 1832. A Commander. 


• A Prdblem, 

• • 

Mr. Editor,— I am something of a mathematician, and was the first who 
solved the Prize Question : given, the length of a ship, the extreme breadth, 
and the number of tlie crew, to find the Captain's name, and the date of his 
commission ? 

But I have been puzzled over a problem, in which I must request your 
assistance. On the 29th of November, tenders were to be received by Sir 
John Hill, at Deptford, for the purchase ^of His Majesty’s ship, Qrampus, 
of 50 guns. The purchaser was to return all the marked copper and mixed 
metal that might be found in taking the ship to pieces ; for which he is to 
be allowed the following prices ; viz., copper 8id. per lb., mixed metal bd. 
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Now as the highest ixioAet sent in was 620/., what will the said good50-gun 
shm cost the purchaser, after he has been paid for the metal ? 
rray let some of your s 9 avans help me out, and oblige, 

Your well-wisher, 

Nat. Nut-crack. 

Gravel Lane, Dec. 20th, 1832. 


Marine ATtitUry, 

Mr. Editor, — In the Letter of P. P. on “ Recruiting,*’ he says (p. 552), 
I* I should think there could be but little objection to each regiment recruit- 
ing for itself, as the Artillery, Marine Artillery, and Guards, do at this 
moment. Any oflRcer who has served with these corps will acknowledge that 
their superior conduct is a proof of that system," &c. P. P. is wrong as 
respects the Marine Ai/tillery, inasmuch as the men are enlisted by the 
parent corps as Marines, from which they are selected ; the Marino Artillery 
never having recruited for themselves. 

Yours ever, M. A. 


Colonel Jordan. 

A LETTER, of which the following is a copy, has been addressed to Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Jordan, inspecting field-officer at Liverpool, by the mayor of 
that city, in testimony of the noble exertions of that respected officer, and 
the excellent conduct of the troops under his direction, during the recent 
oontlagration at the above-mentioned port. It will be in the recollection of 
our readers, that Colonel Jordan, while in the act of providing for the safety 
of others, with a devoted earnestness whi(ih made him blind to the means of 
securing his own, was overtaken by a falling wall, and so crushed in one of 
ffis legs, as to render its immediate amputation necessary. We are gratified 
in being enabled to state that he is doing well. — Ed. 

Town Hall, 19th January. 

My dear Sir, — It is alone owing to the very distressing accident which 
befel you on Tuesday morning, whilst actively and humanely engaged in pre- 
serving the lives and property of others from the ravages of a destructive fire, 
that I have delayed doing what my duty and feelings have equally prompted 
me to do, fearful of producing any excitement, which, by possibility, might 
be unfavourable to your speeay recovery. I am now happily relieved from 
that apprehension, and rejoice that itha^ pleased Almighty God to spare your 
valuable life, and that I am afforded the opportunity of making known to 
you the high sense I entertain of the important services rendered by yourself, 
and the troops under your command, on this awful and distressing occasion. 
I reached the scene of devastation a little before three o’clock, and, from 
Launcelot's Key, I savi^ the fall of the wall that occasioned your accident, 
but was not informed of it until you had been removed ; as, however, 1 re- 
mained on the spot for several hours after'' that time, I am glad to bear tes- 
timony to the usefulness and excellent conduct of the troops whilst their 
services were necessay. 

I hnve the honour to remain, 

My dear Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

Charles Horsfall, Mayor, 
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NAVAL AND MILITARY REGISTER. 


AFFAIRS AT HOME AND ABROAD. 

The New Parliament, summoned for the* 29th of January,. will have 
met ere the publication of our present Number. 

The most important feature of our domestic concerns at the present 
moment is the state of Ireland. The wild annals of that singular 
country exhibit her for centuries as more or less convulsed ; — still she 
has hitherto possessed an active and recognized government — ruling in 
the name and behalf of the Sovereign of these realms. The “ sister 
kingdom'* is now in a condition little short of anarchy — unless the 
usurping conclave of agitators, acting under the influence of the priest- 
hood, be taken as the de facto government of the island. In the most 
disturbed districts the ordinary laws cannot be administered — because 
juries cannot be found to return unbiassed verdicts. There appears no 
remedy but martial law. 

Ireland is at present held only by the sword. The conduct of the 
troops, as admitted by all parties, has been admirable : their merits have 
been specially attested by an Order of the Day, which we have this month 
the pleasure ot recording. Should there be occasion for still more active 
exertions on the part of the forces employed in Ireland, it is imperatively 
due both to the public service and to the •individual officers and soldiers, 
that they should be publicly supported in the execution of functions which 
they have no power to evade^-^or be abandoned, like the Police, to the 
perverse verdicts of intimidated juries and the costly delays of the law, 
fbr the unavoidable discharge of the arduous and ungrateful duties they 
are oflicially required to execute. Salus publica suprema lex — and surely 
those who maintain the public safety are entitled to a dispensation from 
the vindictiveness of Party, as well as to the countenance and gratitude 
of tiie State. 

Should it be in contemplation to embody any portion of the Militia for 
employment in Ireland, we would suggest, without prejudice to tlie 
members of that excellent branch of the United Service,' that officers on 
the half-pay of the line should be selected to fill the vacancies ; by which 
means economy might be combined with a public and individual benefit, 
and the aid of experienced officers be made available for a service requir- 
ing more than ordinary steadings and discretion. 

Did our space permit, there are ^any other points connected with a 
subject so momentous and absorbing, boih in a national and social view, 
upon which we could dilate. In the body of this Number will be found a 
brief Paper, suggesting an obvious remedy, which, however, is ghiefly 
applicable to a state of comparative tranquillity and obedience to the laws, 
l^t us hope that the restoration of Ireland to a condition so essential to 
her own interests is not remote. 

f 

The progress of Ibrahim Pacha through Asia Minor continues un- 
checked, though not unopposed. On debouching from the defiles of the 
Taurus, he was attacked near Konieb, the capital of Karamania, by the 
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Grand Vizier, who, after an obstinate conflict, rendered still more disastrous 
by the defection of his best troops, was defeated, wounded, and taken pri- 
soner. The Egyptian army, which before the battle amounted to 30.000 
men, appears to have suffered much, and, whether from this cause or 
motives of policy, Ibrahim had not immediately followed up his success. 
The distance from Konieh to Constantinople is about 200 miles, Tho 
remaining Pachas were endeavouring to collect the scattered forces of 
the Sultan, who was pressinjl; forward reinforcements to their aid. Fur- 
ther extremities may possibly be averted by mediation. Hitherto the 
results of this war attest the usual triumph of discipline and tactics over 
irregular numbers, however physically brave. 

We abstain from comment on the military occurrences in Belgium, as 
we shall offer our readers a full account of the Pacific War of Antwerp 
in our next Number, 


( 

Mortality amongst General and Flag Officers. — The last promo- 
tion of General Officers took plaeo in June, 1830, on tho accession of his 
present Majesty to the throne. In tho Army Lists for tho following years, 
the numbers stand as below : — 

1 1 / January, 1831. It/ Jauuary, 1832. It/ January, 1833. 

7 Field Marshals. 7 Field Marshals. G Field Marshals. 

105 Generals. 97 Generals. 91 Generals. 

214 Lieutenant-Generals, 204 Lieutenant-Generals. 197 Lieutenant-Generals. 

230 Major-Generals. 225 Major-Generals. 219 Major-Generals. 

It thus appears there has been a decrease of 1 field-marshal, 14 generals^ 
17 lieutenant-generals, and 11 major-generals, between 1st January, 1831, 
and 1st January, 1833. 

The following have disappeared during tbo last year. The mortality, in 
round numbers, is greater than among the Admirals: — 

Field’Mar$hal—^‘ix A. Clarke, G.C.B. 

Generals. — Alexander Campbell, Earl of Kilmorey, Earl of Donoughmore, 
Sir George Don, George V. Hart, Samuel Dalrymple. 

Lieutenant-Generals. — Charles Darby, James Dunlop, William Cuppage, 
the Baron Rottenburg, John Hughes, John Huinfrey, Lord Macdonald. ,, 

Majoi'-Generals . — Samuel Swinton, J. Murray, Sir A. Bryce, Sir W. Wil- 
liams, Sir C. Ashworth, Sir Charles Bruce. 

Subjoined is an account of the Flag Officers of the Fleet, foY the same period : 

1</ Ja/tua/y, 1831. L/ January, 1832. 1«/ January, 1833. 

2 Admirals of the Fleet. 2 Admirals of the Fleet. 1 Admiral of the Fleet. 

57 Admirals. 52 Admirals. 48 Admirals. 

66 Vice-Admirals. 63 Vice-Admirals. 58 Vice-Admirals. 

70 Rear-Admirals. 65 Rear-AdiniraL. 64 Rear-Admirals.* 

The Flag Officers who have died in 1832 ore here Under named : — 

Admiral of the Fleet. — W. P. W. Freeman. 

Admirals.-i-^\x R. Bickerton, T. Drury, Hon. Sir A. J. Cochrane, Sir I. Pellew. 

Vice-Admirals. — Lord H. Paulet, Sir E. Colpoys, Hon. Sir H, Blackwood, 
T. Boys, R. Winthorp, J^Peard. 

Rear-Admirals. — ^J. Sutton, G. Fowke, W. Cumberland, V. V. Ballard. 

On comparing the official Navy Lists for January, 1832. and January, 1833, 
there is a decrease of 6 captains, 10 commanders, 59 lieutenants, 23 masters, 
10 pursers, 4 surgeons, and 7 assistant-surgeons. P. 

* Three officers of this rank have been added this year out of ihe usual routing i 
Seympur, Kear-Ateiral Briggs aud the Earl of Duodonald. 
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Naval and Military Library 
ANj> Museum.— Wb take the oppeN 
tunity of thus early apprizing our rea- 
ders that the Annivpr^fury of 

this institution will takQ pUoe at the 
Thatched House, St. James’s Street, on. 
Saturday the 2d of March, at 2 o'clock. 
The occasion will be likewise coixune- 
moiatcd by a Dinner on that day, at 
the same house. 

Contributions received since the last 
publication. 

LIBRARY. 

Major-General Sir Howard Douglai. Bart. — Ka- 
^ ul Evolutions! ; A Meiqoir by Major-General Sir 
Howard Doiiglan, Bart. K.S.C, C.B. F.U.S. &c. 
containing a Review and Refutation of the prin- 
cipal Essays and Arguments advocating Mr. 
Clerk’s Claims in relation to the Manoeuvre of 
thu ISth of April, 1783, and vindicating by Tata 
ticol Demonstration and numerous authentic Do- 
ruinents, the professional skill of the British 
Officers chiefly concerned on that memorable 
occabion, 1 vol. 8vo. 1833 ; An Essay on Military 
Bridges, by Major-General Sir Howard Douglas, 
Bart , &c. fkc. Second Edition, 1 vol. 8vo. 1832. 

Colonel J. B, Savage, CB RM. — ^A Poetical 
Sketch of the Campaigns in Holland in the Years 
17i*3 i!c 1794, with a Narrative of the Retreat of 
l/'95 Bv an Officer of the Guards, 3 vols. in one. 

Capt, iflamilton, late Ist Ceylon Kogt.— A Spe- 
cimen of Elaborate Penmanship, executed by 
John Varidevclde of Amsterdam, Anno Domini 
1605. 

Ednd. Beaumont Smith. Esq. — Rough Sketches 
of the I^ife of an Old Solder. By Lieut. -Colonel 
Leach, C.B. 1 vol. 8vo. 

Henry M.arshall, Esq. Deputy-IusTOAcff-Gen. 
of Hospitals.— Contributions to a Natuial and 
Ecunoraieal History of tho Cocoa-Nut Tree. By 
hknself. Pamphlet, 1833. 

Lieut.-Geiieral Sir H. E.Bunbury, Bart. K.C.B. 
— Memoirds Uc rArtillcrie (St. Remy,) 2 vo1r. 4to. 
Paris, 1707 ; Imprese Militari, &c (Bocca), 2 vols. 
4to. ; Vigenia, lw8 ; Tralte des Ponts, 1 vol, 8vo. 
Paris, 17 16; Truite de la Construction dcs Chc- 
mius, I vol. 8vo. Paris, 1721 ; Plans des Villes, Ac. 
Tassitf, 1 vol. folio. Paris, 1631. 

Capt. J. Norman Campbell, C.B , R.N — Official 
Medical Reports upon the Epidemic called Cho- 
lera, in Dant'/iek, 1831. By John Hammett, M.D. 
R.N. 1 vol. 8vo. 1833. 

Lieut. W. H. Biady, R.N.— Obsen’ations on 
Negro Slavery in the Island of Santa Cruz, with 
Mibcellaneous Remarks, 1 vol 8vo. 1829; Memoir 
of the Knglibh Naval Affairs from 1660 to 1673, 
by H R H. James Duke of York, 1 vol. 8vo. 1729. 

W. J. Huggins, Esq.— A Coloured Engraving 
of the Belzom entering the Harljour of Port Louis, 
Mauritius, Nov. 1827. Painted by W. J. Huggins, 
Maiine Painter to His Majesty. Engraved by E. 
Duncan. ' 

Master Warrington W. Smyth, — Walton, on the 
Dissensions of Spanish America, 1 vol. 8vo. 1814. 

Natural History of Ei^land, by Benj. Martin, 
2 vols. 8vo. London, 1763; Hlstoim d9 Charles 
XII. by M. De V , 1 vol. l2ino. Basle, 1788. 

Military Maxims of N apoleon , Translation by 
Col. D’ Aguilar. 1 vol. Igmo, Dublin, 1631. 

Lieut. Percy Neville, 26th Regt., 

Kennett's Roman Antiquities. 1 vol, ^a, scaite ; 
Historical Memoirs of the Irish Bards. 8cc., by 
Joseph C. Walker. 8 vols. 8vo.. Dublin. 1818. 

Liout..Golonel ddfleid.— Memoirs of Mi^or 
Oldfleld, extracted frdm ki« own Papeifb i voL 
8vo^ 


MUSEUM 

C. R. Higgins, Esq.— A case of British Lepl- 
doptera, containing eighty-two Spocimefis, classud 
and named. 

Lady (Ven,— The Birds’ Skins from Ascen- 
sion; a Nentanian Vase, from the coast near 
Singapore, 2h. din. high, and 511. lOiu. in circum- 
ference. 

Miss Alexander, — An African Pouch, manufac- 
tured at Kano, an ineon8ider.il)le city in Soiulon; 
it was formerly the property of a war chief of the 
Sultan Dimfodio, who was father to the Siiltan 
Bello. 

Licut.-General Sir H. E. Bunbury. Bart K C B. 
— Two Provlbional Standards, borne by Batta- 
lions which had not eumed their Eagles, and 
taken at the battle of Halam.ancu. The Hunting 
Bow and Quiver of Tipiwo Sail), sent after the 
capture of Soringapatam, to the Secretary of 
State 

J. R. Bakewell, Esq — A specimen of the An- 
tkrosite Coal, from South Wales 

Capt. W. F. W. Owen.— .Spiu-imens of the Cal- 
samis Lime-stoue, on which the New Victiialling- 
Oiflce, at Plymouth, is built. A colJectioii of 
Cornish and Biazilian Stones, &c. 

Master Warrington W. Smyth. — A Quadrant 50 
years old ; a I)ial, made tn lire liy mean** of a 
magnifying-glass; a Stuffed Grebe, English; 
Skull of .1 Hare. 

Cajit. Robi'rt Allen, h. p. .5th Regt— French 
Medal, struck to commemorate tho battle of 
Marengo. 

Rev. F W. Hope - Fiv e cases of Britibh and 
Foreign Insects, chiefly coleopterous. 

Lieut -Colonel Ohllleld — Piece of I^abrador 
Stone, discovered on tho Labrador coast, by tho 
Moravians, about 1798. 

Lieut. Spence, U N. — Some Garnets found in 
the burn at Monlineam, Perthshiic, N. B. 

Changes in the Stations of 
Corps since our last:— 

3d Draf^oon Guards from Brighton 
to Dorchester. 

7th Drajifoon Guards from Dorches- 
ter to Newbridge. 

7th Hussars are at Norwich, 

1st Battalion Grenadier Guards is 
at Portin an- street Barracks (errone- 
ously printed Portsmouth in our last). 

6th Foot Reserve Companies from 
BrulF to Nenagli. 

3 2d Foot Reserve Companies from 
Tralee to Limerick. 

36th Foot Reserve Companies from 
Kinsale to Ballincollig. 

4 2d Foot from Malta to Gibraltar, 

• 66th Foot Reserve Comjmnies from 
Maryborough to Wexford. 

69th Foot from Barbadocs to St, 
Vincent's. 

77 th Foot Jleserve Companies from 
Limerick to Tralee. 

84 th Foot Reserve Companioe from 
Portsmouth to Ghisport. 

8ftth Foot Reserve Companies from 
Gosport to Portsmouth. 

94th Foot Reserve Companies from 

Portsmouth to Gosport* 
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ANNAL.S OP THE BRITISH FLEET. 


Lords Coromissionrrs of the Admiralty. Principal Gommanders-ln-Cliier. 


First Lord — Right Hon. Thomas Grenville. 

' ■ — Lord Mulgrave, from April. 

John Markham. 

loOy* Sir H. B. Neale, Bart. 

War with France, Lortl William Russell. 

Russia, Holland, Lord Kensington. 

Spain, Denmark, Thomas Fieemantlc. 

Tuscany, Naples, William Frankland. ^ 

1 &c. &c. Lord Gambler, from Apiil. ’ 

' Sir Richaid Bickciton, from April. 

William Johnston Hope, from April. 
Robert Ward, from Apiil. 

Viscount Palmerston, from April. 

James Bullcr, from April. 


Admiral Earl St.Yin- 
cent. 

Admiral Lord Gard- 


Portsmonth. — Admiral Montagu. 
Plymouth. — Admiral Young. 

p . i Vice Admiral Whitslied. 

‘ ( Admiral Lord (jardner. 

_ < Adm. Lord Keith, 

North Sea— J 

^ S vice Admiral Kowlcy. 

Downs— J j 

Cape of Good ^ Rear-AdmiMl Sir 
Hope. ^ Tho.". Troubndge. 
Halifax. — Vice Admiral Hon. 

George Bcikcley. 

iTsaut ^ Rear-Admiral Sir 

bast Indies— | ^ 

Jamaica. — Vice-Admiral Dacies. 

r Vice-Admiral 
Mediterranean . — < Lord Colling- 
[ wood. 


DISTRlBirriON OF THE BRITISH NAVAL FORCE IN EACH MONTH OF 1807.* 



Naval Estimates, ^807. — 130, 000 1 men, including 31,400 men— Total Expenditure £17,400,337 Os. 3d. 


• For the year 1808, see p. 673 of Part 11. for 1831. * 
t The first estivate was i20,000| but oa the 30th January it was aogmented 10|000. 
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or 

Classes. 
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of guns 
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ship, viz. 

Establishment 
of 1702, see p. 
32 of Admiralty 
Orders of Nov 
10th, 1794, ill 
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Burthen of tlie ships in 
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38 

40 

small 

17 

2 

— 

19 

4 

15 

16,951 

1,978 

— 

18,929 



30 

44 

18 pound, large 

7 

3 ! 

— 

10 

7 

3 

7,275 

3,039 

— 

18,314 

V 

5lh ■< 

30 

44 

snial 

17 

2 

15 

34 

1 

33 

15,753 

1,808 

14,083 

31.554 

V 


30 

41 

12 poimdc'M 

11 

'll* 

— 

20 

19 

1 

10,047 

8,412 

— 

18,459 



32 

.38 

18 pound. 1 irge 

5 


3 

8 

_ 

8 

4,542 

— 

2,749 

7,291 

^ 1 


32 

.38 

small 

5 

— 1 

1 .... 

5 

— 

5 

3,907 

— 

— 

3,907 

c 


32 

38 

12 pound. large 

0 

3 1 

1 — 

9 

C 

3 

4,914 

2,340 

— 

7,254 

o 


3^ 

38 

small 

24 

9 

_ 1 

33 

1 

32 

10,377 

6,255 

— 

25,632 



' 28 

— 



11 

3 

— 

14 

3 

11 

6,856 

1,778 

— 

8,634 



21 

32 

Gun-poft ship 

0 

— 

— 

6 

2 ' 

4 

3,248 

— 

— 

3,248 


6tli< 

22 

— 

ditto 

7 

— 

s 

12 

— 

12 

3,744 

— 

2,668 

6,412 


4 

20 

28 

Quai U’l -decked 

4 

3 

— 

7 

3 

4 

1,792 

1,380 

— 

3,172 


. 1 

29 1 

28 

flush 

3 

1 

— 

7 

7 

— 

1,637 

2,095 

— 

3,732 

Sloops from 14 to IS guns 

168 

25 

41 

234 

41 

193 

59,514 

8,310 

16,776 

8 1,600 

Bombs of 8 .{ijns and 2 mortars 

12 

6 

— 

18 

— 

18 

4,223 

2,065 

— 

6,288 

Fire ships of 14 guns 

. . 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— ■ 

• 668 

— 

668 

Gnn brigs fiom 10 to 1 1 guns 

100 

2 

1 

103 

11 

92 

18,065 

304 

177 

18,546 

Cutteis from 4 to 1-1 gtin.s 

72 

2 

— 

74 

23 

51 

7,743 

273 

— 

8,015 

Troop-ships, storc'Sliips,&c. . 

5.5 

26 

1 

82 

10 

03 

36,710 

20,940 

109 

63,885 


Grand total 

viz. 

. 

394 : 

171 

108 

• 

273 

223 

750 

481,075 

175.0U4 

112,641 

770,220 

Ships of the line fiom CO to 120 gnns 

123 

47 

30 

200 

47 

150 

212,048 

82,067 

69,434 

364,440 

Ships of 56 guns and under * . 

571 

124 

72 

167 

1 

176 

• 

591 


92,937 

43,207 

405,771 


ACTIONS AND OCCURRENCES AND CHRONOLOGKiiAL EVENTS OP THt 
BRITISH NAVY. 

January 1. Capt. R. Brown, of the Plover sloop, at about 111 leajuea N. N. W, from Sldly, cap- 
tured the French cutter privateer L’EUkc, of#l4 guns, 66 men. The Lark sloop, 18, R. Nicholas, 
chased a Spanish schooner till she upset. The island of^Curasoa taken by four frlgate8.under the 
orders of Capt. Brisbane, Vis. his own ship, the Arethnsa, 38 ; Latoun, 33, T. A. Wood } Anson, 40, 
C. Lydiard j and Fisgi^ard, 38, W. Bolton. Very soon after daybreak Capt. B. made all possible sail 
with his squadron, in close order of battle, passing the whole extensive line of sea-batteries, and 
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anchored In a atyle far •nrpiatlng hit cxpactatloni •. The harhonr wu dcftided by regular fortU. 
ciiliona of 2 tier of puns, Fort AmsteTdam mounting alone 66 plecea of cannon j the entrance of the 
port on^iy 50 yards wide, athwart which was the Dutch frigate Hnlstaar, of 36 gunt, and Surinam, of 
22, with two large schooners of war, one commanded by a Dutch commander j a chain efforts was on 
Miselburg*8 commanding height, and that almost Impregnable fortress. Fort Republlque, within the 
distance of grape shot, enOlnding the whole harbour. At a quarter past six o’clock the port wag 
entered ; a severe and destructive cannonade ensued, the vessels Wert carried hyboardlng, the lower 
forts, the citadel and town of Amsterdam, by storm, all of Which by seven o’clock were taken pos- 
session of. A capitulation was signed by the governor, Changulon, and at ten o’clock the British 
flag was hoisted In Fort Uepublique. .The British had 3 seamen killed, and U wounded j the Dutch 
had 7 killed, and 6 wounded ; amongst the former was the Com. Everts, who was killed early in the 
act!on.-2. Capt. ielby of the Cerberus. 32 (Leeward Island station), chased and obliged three 
French privateers to take shelter under a battery nehr the Pearl Rock, Martinique. It appearing 
practicable to cut them out during tho night, Lleuts. Coote and Bllgh volunteered the attack; when 
about eight o'clock, they boarded two of the vessels under a most tremendous fire of cannon and 
musketry from the shore, and brought them out, notwithstanding the enemy had taken the precau. 
tion to unbend their sails. The loss sustained by the Cerberus was very considerable j Lieut. Coote 
received a most desperate wound in the head, which deprived him of his sight ; 2 men were killed, 
and 9 wounded. The thinl privateer made he.- escape with her sweeps, under cover of the night. 
Le Creole, I (French), taken on the Leeward Island station, by a boat of the Circe, 39, H. Plgot, 
manned by 6 individuals, and commanded by Lieut. Thomas, who gallantly carried her without any 
assistance. L’Entraprenante, French privateer, 1 gun, 17 men, taken by the St. Christopher sloop 

A. Hodge (Leeward Island station.)— 3. La Favorite, French cutter, U guns, 70 men, taken by 
the Pickle schooner, 10, Leut. Callaway (Channel station.)— 4. Nautilus (sloop) E Palmer 18 

B. 1804, wrecked on Cerigotto. a barren rock in the Levant ; part of the crew survived but n‘> werJ 
destroyed by famine, and among them the commander.— 6. As Capt. Lord Cochrane of the Im- 
perieuse, 40, was passing the basin of Arcasson. Lieut. Mapleton volunteered his services to brW 
out with the boats whatever vessels might be found there, and, as a preliminary step attacked Fort 
Roguette,the defence of the entrance. A large quantity of military stores was destroyed C ereat 
guns and a mortar spiked, the platoons and carnages burnt, and the fort laid In ruin/. Cant J 
Brisbane, of the Alcmene. 34, in Lot. 50 deg. N. and Long. U deg. W., captured Le Courier French 
cutter privateer, (formerly the hired cutter Alert,) pierced for 14 but mounting only 7 guns with -O 
men. United Brothers (tender). Lieut. W. M'Keiirie, 6 guns (hired) taken off the Lizard by a dH- 

Tftteerof 19 guns alter a spirited resistance.-?. In consequence of the French government having 

declarod all his Majesty s dominions to be in a state of blockade, measures were adopted to obviate 
the tendency of this declaration, t was ordered that no neutral vessel should be permitted to trai ! 
from one port to another, both vvliich ports belonging to, or in possession of. France or her alifes 
or so far under their control, as that British vessels could, not trade thereat , and the communileri 
of ships of war. &c., were instructed to act accordingly. Le Trente et Luarante French urlva- 
teer, 16 guns, 66 men. taken by the Ariadne, 20, A. Furquhar, (Home station.)-8 ' C.-inl P Stnd 
dard, of the Cruizer (sloop), 18, being about eight leagues to the southward of the Gallouer after » 
four hours,’ chase, brought to and captured Le Jena, French lugger privateer of 16 guns — J8 'j'h 
Venus, 32. lI.Mullue (Leeward Island station), after sixteen hours’ chase, captured the French 
privateer brig, Delerminoe, of 14 gvuis and 108 men.— 21. Capt. Sayer, of the Galatea, 32 (Leeward 
Island station) discovered a sail in the S. E. steering for La Guira, and soon compelledler'to ano 
ther course for Barcelona ; she attempted to get away. At two o’clock her top-gallant sails were 
scarcely above the horizon, but In a situation between the ship and the coast that still afforded hopes 
of her, by co-opcruiion of the boati, : they pushed off under the direction of Lieut. Coombe manned 
with 5 officers, 50 seamen, and 20 murines, who, after rowing about twelve leagues in three hours 
fpart of the Umc under a burning sun) came up with her. Having tirst balled her, they Instantly 
uttempled to board on both quarters, but by the fire of her guns, which had been all trained aft in 
readiness, and having to combat under every disadvantage, with more than double their numbers 
were twice repulsed. The boats now dropped, and poured through her stern and quarter ports a 
destructive lire of musUetoona and small ai ms, which cleared the deck of many of the crew, who 
were all crowded aft ; when, after an arduous straggle (a third time) for a footing, the gallunUitiJe 
band rushed on board, and in a few minutes drove all before them t. The captain and most of his 
officers were lying wounded on the (leeks. The vessel jproved to be the French Imperial corvette 
Le Lynx, 16 guns, pierced for 18, with 160 men.— 82. Felix (schooner), R. Clarke. 10, Pr. P. l« 04 , 
driven on shore, and wret ked in the Bay of St. Aiidero, where she had been sent with a flag of truce 
Crew lost except three.— 23, Orpheus, T. Briggs, 32, B. 1780, lost on a coral reef (Jamaica station) 

• DcHiroiis of sparing the effusion of blood, he wrote the following loconie note on the caustan'of 
the Arfthuaa, during the action, to the governor of Coracoa, which was not regarded, as the enemy 
seemed l)ent upon destroying iiim. " 8lr,— The Brilfsh squadron are here to protect and not to 
conquer you, -to preserve to you your lives, llbetty, And property. If a shot Is fired at any one of 
my squi^ruii alter this suromons 1 shall Immediately storm your batteries— you have five minutes 
to Accede to this determination.” ^ 

t In the death of Lieut. Walker the service ImA-r most promising officer* Althotigh Ltent 
Coombe bad beiore lost a leg, his activity (in Che exeeitlioD of his doty was unabated ; in this acllim 
be received a severe and dangerous wound lo the tbigb akove the lormer amputation. 01 lha 
officers commanuiug the five boats, only Lieut. GibtOB WM uoburtf The boau had 9 killed audeu 
had 14 hilled ru4 'k womttlid, • 
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tnir saved.— 84. Lea Ben* Senra (Frenth pTltnteer), 16 gnns, 130 men, tnlfen (be lUUleanake, 
(sleep) 16, Lieut. H. Warden lEaat India afutlon.)— 25. Isabella (Spanish privateer), d glina, 64 
men, taken by the Hunter (sloup), 18, F. H. Inglefield. (Jamaica StatioD.)~ 26 . Le Brave (French 
privateer), 16, taken by the Cruiser (sloop) 18, P. Stoddart (Honre btation.) L’ Adolphe, (French 
privateer), U guns, 39 men, taken by the Norfolk armed defence ship, W. Klchau (Homa station.) 

Jena (French privateer), 4 guns, 30 men, captured by the Princess Augusta (H. A.C.) Lleu^ 
J. Tracey (Home Station.) The Caroline, 36. Capt. Rainier, after a smart action, captured the St. 
Raphael (alias Pallas), Spanish register ship, belonging to the Royal Company of the Philllplnes, 
mounting 16 guns, with 97 men, having on board 500,0(i'0 Spanish dollars in specie, and 1,700 quin- 
tals of copper, besides a valuable cargo. *Shbhad27 killed, and wounded. The Caroline had 7 
wounded. £1 Postilion, 8, and £1 Carmen, 6 (Spanish), taken, after fourteen hours' ohace, by the 
Lark (sloop), IS, R. Nicholas (West India station.) They were afterwards destroyed during an 
attack within Zispata Bay, where three vessels of the enemy took refuge, llie Lark also cut out 
a Spanish schooner from a creek of Zispata Kay, which was protected by a 4‘gun battery.— 28. The 
Jason, 32, F. Cochrane (Leeward Island station), at daylight discovered a ship and brig to wind- 
ward, to which he gave chace ; at ten he succeeded in bringing the ship to action within pistol-shot, 
which shortly after struck, and proved to be the French national ship. La Favorite (formerly in hla 
niqjesty’s servlce)'of 16 long sixes, and 13 twelve-pound carronades, with 160 men, 10 of whom were 
killed, and 1 wounded. The Jason had one wounded. The brig kept above gun-shot to windward, 
and while the prisoners where exchanging, effected her escape. Jackdaw (schooner), Lieut. N. 
Brice, 10, K. 1806, taken, near the Cape de Verde Islands, by a Spanish corvette, (recaptured by the 
Minerva, 17th February.) Santa Lucia (F.) (brig), Hon. M. de Courcy, 16, T. 1803, captured on 
the Leeward Island station. * 

February 3. The town and citadel of Monte Video were taken by assault, after a most determined 
resistance, from the Spauiarda, by the troops under the command of Brig.-General Auchmuty, and 
a squadron of ships under the command of Rear-Admiral Stirling, In the KIo de la Plata. The 
prizes* taken were 57 ships of war and merchantmen, 15 sloop-rigged gun-boats, and 6 row-boats 
with giiii'i. The names of the ships composing the British squadrou were, the Diadem, 64, Rear- 
Adnilrul Stlrlingt, Capt. S. Warren j Ilaisonable, C4, J. Kowleyj Ardent, 64, R. Donelly ; Lancas- 
ter, 64. W. Kothergillj Ciiicorrt, 32, L. F. Hardyman; Medusa, 32, Hon. D. P. Bouverie ; 
Dupline, 22, F. Mason j tlowe, 38, E. Kiliwlck j Charwell, 18, E. H. Chamberlayne } Pheasant, 
18, J. Palmer} Encounter gun-brig, Lieut. J. H. Talbot} Staunch gun-brig, Lieut. B. Street. 
(See also Military Annals.)— 6. L.i Chasseur French lugger, 2 guns, 42 men, taken by the Kite 
sloop, 18, .1. James (Home station.)— 13. Woodcock schooner, 10, Lieut. J. Collett, B, 1806, 
and v\'agland sthooner, 8, Lieut. W. Ciiilis, B. 1806, wrecked at St. Michael’s, one of the 
Western Islands (crew saved.)— 14. Ajax, 74, Hoii. H. Blackwood, B. 1788, caught fire acci- 
dentally (Mcdlteiranean station) and burned. The commander escaped, and part of the crew. 
Cnpt. Dacres, of the Bacchante, 20, cjpkured off Cape Knphaei, tne Dauphin French national 
schooner, after a chase of ten liours. 8he mounted 3 guns, and had on board 75 men; she had 
done much iniscliief to the trade, and was well known in Samana, that nest for privateers.— 16. Le 
Baugamville French brig, 16 guns, 83 men, taken by the rfcorplon sloop IS, F. Carteret (Home 
station.)— 18. Capt. T. J. Maliiig, of tl e Diana, 36, after a fave hours* chase, off Cork Harbour, suc- 
ceeded in bringing to and capturing, the French privateer La Charlotte, pierced for 20 guns, but 
mounting only 14, with complement of 113 men. Prot.pero'(boinb), W. King, 8, B. 1803, lost off 
Dieppe } crew saved, except 7 j the rest captured. Inveterate (gun-brig,) Lieut. C. Norton, 14, B. 
1801, lost near St. Valery en Cuu« j four of the crew perished, and the remainder were captured. 
Gripei*guii-brig. Lieut. E. Morris, 14, T. 1804, foundeied off Ostend, during a violent gale; all 
hands perished. Speedwell brig, Lieut. \V. Robertson, 14, P. 1796, foundered off Dieppe.— 19. 
Differences having arisen between the Porte and the British Government, a squadron was des- 
patched to the Dardanelles, consisting of the Royal George, 110, Vice-Admiral SlrJ.T. Duck- 
worth, commander-iii-chlef, Capt. R. O. Dunu ; Cunopua, 80, Rear-Admiral Sir T. Louis, Bart., 
Capt. T. G. Shortland ; Pom}>ee, 80, Rear-Admiral Sir \V. S. Smith, Capt. R. Dacres } Windsor 
Castle, 74, Capt. C. Boyles; Repulse, 74, Hon. A. K. Legge ) Thunderer, 74, John Talbot j 
Standard, 64, Thomas Harvey; Endyniion, 40, Hon. T. B. Capel; Active, 40, R. H. Mowbray ; 

end Meteor, . Tlie Admiral passed the Dard.'iiielies at a quarter to nine o’clock on the morning 

of February 19, 1307. A small Turkish sqivdron had been for some time at anchor within the 
Inner castle. Admiral Sir S. Smith had orders with his division to destroy them, should they In- 
terrupt the passage. At hfilf-past nine o’clock, the/Janopus entered the narrow passage of Sestoa 
and Abydos, and sustained a tery heavy cannoiuide froqii both eastlea, xvlchin point blank shot 
of each other. They ffred upon thC ships as they passed In snccetgilon, but U was returned in 
such a spirited manner as so considerably diminished Its force, that the effect on the sternmoat 
•bipS could not have been severe. Immediately to the N. R. of the castles, aud between thqpn and 
Point Peaquies, in which a formidable new battery had been erected, the amall squadron already 
alluded to were at anchor, tlie whole of which Sir Sidney Smith caused to explode In four hoars, 
except a small corvette and a gun-boat, which were preserved. One fdgate was driven oa sbortoa 

« The following ships of war were taken in 4he harbour of the island of Rattonesr— La Paula, 99 1 
La Fuerte, 29 ; La Hero brig, 96; Los Dolores schoorvr, 10; La Pas achooner, 10; LaRtynh 
Louisa. 26} frigate, (name unknown) 28) and three gun-boats (names unknown) blown ttp at 
same time, to preveui capture, 

t The thanks of both Houses of Parliament were Tpted to Rear-Admirhl Stirling, and Brigadier 
Penerali Sir Samuel Auchmutjr and Lumlejr* i 
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the European side, and destroyed by Capt. H. Mowbray j and the 64 having run on shore on Pea- 
qules Point, was destroyed by the Repulse. Hon. A. K. Legge, in conjunction with the boats of La 
Pompee* The battery of 30 guns on Point Pesquies was taken possession of by the royal marines ; 
the guns were spiked, and the squadron anchored on the evening of the 20th oflf Constantinople. 
Negotiations were immediately entered into between Mr. Arbutbnot, the British minister, and a 
minister of the Porte, which continued till the 27th with a prospect of success. Notwithstanding 
the progress of negotiation, the Turks were observed, on the 27,tb, to be erecting a battery on the 
island of Prota, to which a party of marines from the Canopus were despatched, and were brought 
off, on msklng signals of distress, by (he boats and marines of the Royal George, Windsor Castle, 
and Standard. The discomliture was occasioned by about 100 of the Turks having retired to an 
old convent, where they defended themselves by firing through the loop-holes. In the course of 
the night they effected their escape, though every expedient of vigilance was exerted. (See 3d of 
March.) Ignition, (F. V.) Lieut. Philip Griffin, 4, P. 1804, lost off Dieppe; four of the crew were 
drowned, and 14 saved. Magpie schooner, Lieut. E. Johnson, 14, B. ISOG, driven by stress of 
weather into Perros, and there taken possession of by the enemy. Le Chasseur French cutter 
privateer, 2 guns, 36 men, taken by the Ariadne, 20, A. Farquhar (Home station.)— 20. The Venus, 
32, H. Matine, (Leeward Island station,) captured the French privateer schooner L’Etoile, of 6 
guns, two of which were thrown overboard, and 54 men. Le Ragoten French ^hooner, 8 guns, 29 
men, taken by the Carrier cutter, 10, Lieut. Ramsey (Home station.)— 25. (fapt. Dacres fell in 
with the Mediator, .SG, Capt. Wise, with whom he consulted, and having taken him under his 
orders, determined to send the captured vessel into Samana, under her former colours, to disguise 
the Bacchante as a prize, and the Mediator as a neutial, which stratagem so completely deceived 
them, that they got through the intricate navlgatiiin of the harbour, and anchored within half a 
anile of the fort, before the enemy discovered tlio mistake, who opened a fire upon them from the 
fort, uhleh, after a cannonade of four hours from the ships, was carried by storm, by the seamen 
and marines of both ships, landed under the command of Capt. Wise, under a heavy fire of grape 
nnd musketry from the whole range of batteries. Seven of these brave men were wounded. Busy 
cutter, Richard Keilly, 12, R. 1727, upset on the Halifax htalion, and lost, with all her crew. 
Atalanta sloop, Lieut. John Bowker, (acting,) 16, T. 1797t lost off Rochefort; craw saved, but part 
made pj isoners. 

March 1. Blenheim, Rear-Admiral Sir T. Troubridge, Bart., Capt. Austen Bessell, 1761. 
Red. 1801. Missing since February, after experiencing some tremendous gules off'Tuble Ray. 
(See Obituary.) The bouts of the Glutton, 50, T. Secombe, (Mediterranean station,) under the 
orders of Lieut. E. Watson, covered by the Herondelle brig, 16, mirprised and captured in the port 
of Sigrl, a Turkish ship of 10 guns, formerly a French corvette of 16 guns. Lieut. Watson nnd 4 
marines were killed, and 4 seamen and 5 marines wrounded.— 2. Pigmy cutter, Lieut. Higgenson, 
12, B, 1906; lost off Rochefort; officers and crew saved, but taken.— 3. Sir J. T. Duckworth’s 
squadron passed Point Pesquies and the castles in ^a||ety. The Turks had been incessantly 
occupied in adding to the number of their forts. The fire of the two inner ca.stles had, in going up, 
been severe ; but the effects in returning were doubly formidable; in short, had they been allowed 
another week to complete their defences throughout the channel, it would have been a very doubt- 
ful point whether the squadron could have returned at all *. Blanche, bir T. Lavie, .38, T. 1801 ; 
lost off Ushant in the night ; 45 of the crew perished ; the rest were captured.— 6. Court Martial 
on hoard the Gladiator, lying In Portsmouth Harbour, for the trial of Captain Sir Home Popharn f, 
for having withdrawn, without orders, the naval force from the Cape of Good Hope ; and under- 
taken the expedition to the Rio de la Plata. Adjudged to be severely reprimanded.— 9. Crafty 
F. schooner, Lieut. R. Spencer, 12, T. 1804 ; taken by three privateers of fur superior fore?, in the 
Strairof Gibraltar.— 20. Alexundi la, (Egypt,) surrendered f to the British arms. The military 
force was under the command of Major-General Fraser, (see Military Annals) ; and the naval 
Under llitit of Capt. Ilnllowell, of the Tlgre, 80. Little opposition being made, the British bus. 
taiued a loss of only 16 killed and wounded. One Turkish frigate of 40 brass guns ; another of 34; 
and acoivette of 16 brass guns, were captured in the harbour.— 27. The Scout (sloop,) IS, W 
Raitt, (Mediterranean station,) drove on shore near Cape Plata, In the Strait of Gibraltar, the 
Spanish felucca privateer Admiral, of Tarlffu, of 10 guns and 100 men. Ctesar, (F. brig,) 10, T. 
1806; driven on shore on the coast of La Glroade; crew lost except 45.— 31. Ferrcter, (gun- 
brig,) Lieut. H. Weir, 14, B. ISOi, taken by seven Dutch gun-boats, In the night, after many of the 
crew had been killed. 

* The shot which they fired were grgpite, and of a prodigious welglit. The main-mast of the 
Wndsor Castle was more thup three-quarters cut through by one of BOUiba. weight. The result of 
the action off Ppint Pusquies was, the burning of 1 ship of the line of 64 guns, 4 frigates, 3 cor- 
vettes, 1 brig, 2 gnn-boalB) captured, L corvette and 1 gun-boat. The total loss sustained by the 
squadfon was, 46 killed, 236 wounded ; and 4 missing. 

f See Annals of the Navy, 2@th June, 1806, published in this Journal for August, 1831. 

t On the ‘23d September followlngi the British evacuated Egypt, and returned to Sicily. The 
expedition to Alexandria was generally censured, as it tended to throw the Turks into the hands of 
the French. The situation of Alexandria would have given a pretext to Bonaparte to send an army 
to Egypt, in conjunction with the Turks, for our expulsion : and it would have been madness to 
attemut any permanent conquest and advantageous establishment in Egypt lii spite of both 
Fieuch and Turks. 
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RECORD OF THE SERVICES OF THE TWENTY-THIRD REGIMENT, 

OR ROYAL WELSH FUSILEERS *. 

On the 5th of March Marshal Massena broke up from his cantonmonti at Santa* 
rem, and put his army in motion for the frontiers of Portugal. The allied army 
was immediately ordered in *pursuit. The 4th division formed part of a force which 
Avas sent in the direction of Thomar, under the orders of Marshal Beresford, who, 
on the 12th, came up with a strong rear-guard of .the enemy at Redinka. It was 
immediately attacked, and after a sharp contest driven in on the main body of the 
army. 

Lord Wellington now determined to detach a considerable portion of his army 
to lay siege to Badajoz, which about this time fell into the hands of the French, 
and the 4th division was ordered on this service, the execution of which was en- 
trusted to Marshal Beresford. 

The Welsh Fusileers having quitted the main army marched by Thomar, and on 
the 18th of March crossed the Tagus atTancos. Abridge having been constructed 
with some difficulty, the division crossed the Guadiana, and on the 9th of April 
arrived before Olivenca, wliich they were directed to besiege. General Cole sat 
down before the place on the llth, an^d on tlio 15th, when the breaching battery 
was completed, seat a flag of truce into the town, ofFering favourable terms in case 
of an immediate surrender. No answer was returned, and the batteries opened their 
fire. A breach was soon effected, when the governor, apprehensive of an assault, 
made an unconditional surrender of the town, and the garrison, consisting of 370 
men, marched out prisoners of war. 

Soon after this event Lord Wellington arrived in the neighbourhood of Badajaz 
and liaving reconnoitred the place, gave orders for the irninediate commencement 
of the siege. The fortress was completely invested on the 8th of May, and the 
operations of the siege carried on with little effect till tlie 14tli, when Marshal 
Beresford having received intelligence of the march of JMarshal Soult from Seville 
witli a strong force to raise the sjege, broke up from befoie the place, and advanced, 
to Valverde. The 4th division was left to cover the removal of the store'^ to Elvas, 
a service Avliich was so completely effected, that not a single article fell into the 
hands of the enemy. , , 

As the position of Valverde left Badajoz completely open, Marshal Beresford, on 
the 15th, moved his army to the heights of Albuera, where he resolved to give bat- 
tle. The fourth division joined on the morning of the IGtIi. only about half an. 
hour before the commencement of the action, and formed, with a brigade of Portu- 
guese, the second line of the British and Portuguese army ; the Spanish troops under 
Generals Blake and Castanos forming in two Hues the right of the allied army. 
About eight o’clock in the morning the enemy Avas observed to be in motion : a 
strong body of cavalry, and two heavy columns of infantry issued from the Avoods in 
front of the position, and moved on the bridge and village of Albuera. Meanwhile, 
Soult, Avith the main body of his army, crossed the river considerably above the 
position, and having taken possession of the heights on the right, attacked and 
drove the Spaniards from their ground, and formed his line so as to rake that of the 
allies nearly at right angles. In order to dislodge the enemy from this commanding 
position which he had thus gained, General Cole Avas ordered to form his division 
in an oblique line in rear of the right, with his now right thrown back, and an inef- 
fectual attempt was made to induce the Spanish troops to advance. Major-General 
Stewart's division now arrived from* the centre .of the line, passed through the 
Spaniards and attacked the heights. At tips period of the action a heavy storm of 
rain, added to the smoke of the guns, obscured,the atmosphere so muoh, that the 
leading brigade of this division, Avhile in the act of deploying, Avas attacked by a 
body of Polish Lancers, when two regiments Avere unfortunat^y broken and cut to 
pieces. ' Major-General Houghton's brigade next arrived, and sustained the contest 
for some time with the greatest gallantry, but the euem3^s artillery and mnsquetry 
spread havoc through their ranks, Avhile a deep gnlley in their front prevented the 
British from using their bayonets. At this crisis the 4th division was ordered to 
advance, and General Cole in person Ifd the Fusileer brigade up the heights. 

Such a gallant line issuing from the mid^t of smoke, and rapidly separating 
itsolf from the confused and broken multitude, startled the enemy's heavy masses, 

* Concluded from p. 13G. 
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which were increasing and pressing forward as to an assured victory ; they wavered, 
hesitated, and then vomiting forth a storm of hre) hastily ende^ivouired to ei^rge 
their front, while a fearful discharge of grape, from all thetr artillery, whistled 
through the British ranks. Myers was killed ; Cole, and the three colonels, Ellis, 
Blakeney, and l^awkeshawe fell wounded ; and the Fusileer battalions, struck by 
the iron tempest, reeled and staggered like sinking ships. Suddenly and sternly 
r^verlog^ t^y closed on their terrible enemies, and then was seen with what a 
strength and majesty the British soldier fights. In vain did Soult, by voice and 
gesture animate his Frenchmen ; in vi^in did the hardiest veterans, extricating 
thatntielves from the crowded columns, -sacrifice their lives to gain timo for the mass 
to open on such a fair field ; in vain did the mass itself bear up, and fiercely striV'* 
ing, fire indiscriminately on friends and foes, while the horsemen, hovering on the 
flanks, threatened to charge the advancing line. Nothing could stop that astonish^ 
ix^ infantry. No sudden burst of undisciplined valour, uu nervous enthusiasm, 
weakened the stability of their order, — their flushing eyes were bent on the dark 
columns in front ; tlieir measured tread shook the ground ; their dreadful volleys 
swept away the head of every formation ; their deafening shouts overpowered the 
dissonant cries that broke from all parts of the tumultuous crowd, as foot by foot, 
and with a horrid carnage, it was driven by the incessant vigour of the attack, to 
tlie farthest edge of the hill. In vain did the French reserves, joining with the 
atiTiggling multitude, endeavour to sustain the fight ; their elforts only increased 
the irremediable confusion ; and the mighty mass giving way, like a loosened cliffy 
went headlong down the ascent. The rain flowed after in streams discoloured with 
blood, and fifteen hundred uii wounded men, the remnant of six thousand unconquer.* 
able British soldiers, stood triumphant on the fatal hill*.** 

The loss of the Welsh Fusileers in this desperate conflict was severe. Captain 
Montague, and Lieut. Revis Hallf, one serjeant,^and seventy-* three rank and file killed; 
liieut.- Colonel Ellis, Captains Hurford, McDonald, and Stainforth, Lieutenants 
Harrison, Treeve, Booker, Thorpe, Castles, Harris, Ledwith, and M‘Lellan, 
12 Serjeants, one diummer, 232 rank and file wounded, and one serjeant and five 
rank and file missing: Capt. McDonald, and Lieut. Castles died of their wounds. 
So numerous were the casualties among the officers and sei jeants, that Capt. Sttlin- 
fprth’s company was at the conclusion of thp action commanded by a corporal 

About three o’clock in the afternoon both aiinies resumed the positions they had 
respectively occupied in the morning, and remained in them during the i7th. On 
the morning of the 18th Soult retired towards Seville, pursued for some distance 
by the allied cavalry, though far inferior in numbers. 

On the retreat of the French the siege of Badajoz was resumed, and the place 
again completely invested on the 25th of May, under the immediate superintend- 
eoce of Lord Wellington. Two additional divisions arrived from the northern 
army to assist, and the 4th division was stationed at Almandralejo to cover the 
operations. These were continued till the 10th of June, when Lord Wellington, 
determined on converting the siege into a blockade, and removed the stores to Elvas, 
himself taking post at Albuera. As the forces, however, which were moving upon 
Badajoz proved to be greatly superior in number to the allies, his lordship retired 
across the Ouadiana, and placed the army in position on the Caza, with the right 
protected by the fortress of Elyas. 

The army continued in this position till the middle of'July, when the French 
corps, which were opposed to it, having separated, the 4th division manned to the 
north, and joined the main army, which was occupied in blockadin|[ Ciudad Rodrigo. 
Tpiyards the end of September, Marshal MarUiOnt having been joined by the corps 
of Qeneral Dorseene, advanced to raise the blockade, and Lord Wellington with- 
drew on the 25th to the heights of Fuepte Guenaldo. The 4th division having 
been as a rear-guard at Aldea de Fonte, this village was attacked on the 27th by 
the French advanced guard, which twice succeeded in gaining possession of it, and 
was often repulsed by the gallant division, who remained masters of the disputed 


* Col. Napier's History of the Peninsular War. 

Hr This young officer had not yet completed his seventeenth year, when he was 
thus prematurely cut off from his country and|Connexions. He had borne the King’s 
colour of his regiment throughout the engagement, and it was not until its term!- 
aationr-^even when the roar Of battle had given place to the shouts of victory— that 
a stray shot struck him on the forehead, the efiects of which proved mortal. This 
slight tribute will, it is hoped, be excused to a brother*S memory.— AsSTrJGl)^ 

{ Thomas Robinson. ' 
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pose, wtiioh main^ned ^Igbti whan they fell back to Soito* Lord WeUinfp 

ton having askad McgoroGenaral Pakanham for a stopgap regimant’* to cover 
retreat of ^he division, the latter replied, That he had already placed the Welak 
jF'usileers there.*’ Ah 1” said hie lordship, ** that is the very thing.” 

In these affairs Captain Van Goutland was killed, and Brevet-Ueut.-Colonel 
]Pearson, commaiidiiig the light companies of the brigade, and Captain Cane severely 
wounded. 

]^rd Wellington awaited the pnemy in the position of Soito ; but Marmont, 
satisfied with the sample he already had of the p^wess of his opponents, declined 
an engagement, and retired tq Ciudad Rodrigo. The allies went into canton- 
ments on the frontiers of Portugal* 

While in quarters, the troops were employed under the direction of the engi** 
neers, in preparing large quantities of fascines and gabions, which they were soon 
summoned to employ in the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo. 

As the 4th division contributed to this brilliant affair only by taking its turn of 
duty in the trenches, — in whidi the Royal WeUh suffered a loss of 17 rank and file 
killed and wounded,— it may be sufficient to state, that the ground was broken on 
the night of the 8th of Jantmry, 181?, and that on the 10th of the same month the 
place was taken by stoiin ; a rapidity of operation which Marmont, (who was 
approaching somewhat hastily to its rtdief,) declared to be quite incomprehensible. 

Having repaired the works of Ciudad Rodrigo, and placed a Spanish garrison in 
it, Lord Wellington next turned his attention to Badi^oz. The preparations for 
the siege of this fortress had been carried on with extraordinary secrecy, and were 
completed about the beginning of Mai*ch« The army broke up from its canton- 
ments in the neighbourhood of Almeida, and marching with the greatest rapidity, 
arrived before Badajoz on the 18th of that mouth, when the place wag invested by 
the 3d, 4th, and light divisions. On the 6th of April, three breaches were consL 
dered practicable, and orders were issued for the assault. The storming of the 
breaches in the face of the bastion of ^ La Trinidad,” and in the curtain between, 
that bastion and that of Sta. Maria, was assigned to the 41h division, led by Major- 
Qeiieral the Honourable Charles Colville. 

The troops destined for this service issued from the works at 9 o’clock at night ; 
when on the glacis they were discovered by the enemy, who poured a heavy fire 
upon them ; they, nevertheless, .^kdVanced in good order to the covered way, which 
they entered at various points where the pallisades had been broken by the fire of 
the besiegers. Bags of bay were now thrown into the ditch to lessen its depth ; 
and on these the men jumped down, or descended by tlm ladders. The ditch was 
now filled with men, and the enemy exploded an incredible number of fougasses, 
shells, and other combustibles, which they had arranged along the foot of the 
breach, and in the ditch : their effect was in the highest degree appalling, as well 
as destructive, and naturally created some confusion among the assailants. In the 
midit of this fire, smoke, and noise, three fiank companies of the 4ch division, thaV 
were intended for the attack of the breach, in the curtain, mounted an unfinished 
ravelin in front of it, conceiving it to be the breach itself. They soon discovered 
their mistake ; but being now exposed to a musketry fire from the whole of the 
front attacked, and seeing a difficult descent, before they could reach the foot of 
the breach, they halted, and returned the fire of the garrison. At this crisis the 
light division, which was to have stormed the breach in the bastion of Sta. Maria, 
being led too much to the right, joined these fiank companies of the 4th divisioa 
on the summit of the ravelin, and* 'considerably increased the confusion. Order 
was at length restored, and these troops were conducted to the real points ofi 
attack. In the meantime the columns of ^the 4th diviMon>moved on to the attack 
of the breach, ** La Trinidad,” without firing a shot ; but^ from want of sufficient 
ladders, there was no formation of the troops to make them advance as a machine* 
Only the bravest, prompted by their individual gallantry, or those nearest the ppot, 
followed their officers ; and the enemy was found to be well prepared, that notn' 
withstwding the most heroic and persevering efforts of the assailants, no lodge* 
ment could be effected on the breach. A» the men ascended, the besieged rolled 
down upon them an astonishing quantity of loaded shells, and exploded a variety of 
other combustibles which had been previously arranged on the face of the breach. 
Several officers and men reached the summit, an^ grappled with the chevaux-dt-frite. 
with which it was guarded ; but being unable to force over them, they were much cut 
and bayoneted in their attempts to remove them ; and finally, driven down the 
breach with great slaughter. Though thus repulsed in repeated assaults by the 
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veemingly inexhanstible combustiMas of the enemy, not an individual attempted 0 
vpithdraiv from the scene of carnage ; but all remained patiently to be slaughtered 
ill the ditch. Lord Wellington, however, hearing of the state of affairs, ordered the 
divisions to be withdrawn, and to be formed again for a renewal of the assault a 
little befo^ daylight. The success of the 3d and 5th divisions in escalading the 
castle and the bastion of San Vicente, however, obviated the Ueceitsity of any 
ulterior measures, — the Britisli were already masters of Badajoz. 

The loss of the Welsh Fusileers during the. siege and in the assault was, — 
Captain Maw and Lieutenant 6ollins, 3 serjeants, and 19 rank and file killed. 
Lieut.-Colonel Ellis, Captains Potter, Leahy, Stainforth, and Hawtyn — Lieutenants 
Farmer, Johnson, Hariison, George Brown, Walley, Brownson, Walker, Tucker 
Fielding, Holmes, Llewellyn, and Wyngate — 7 serjeants, 1 drummer, and 84 rank 
and file wounded ; of whom. Captain Potter and Lieutenant Llewellyn died of 
their wounds ; 1 serjeant and 19 rank* and file missing. With the exception of 
Lieut.-Colonel Ellis and Potter, all the officers were killed and wounded on the 
night of the assault, when in consequence of Colonel Ellis's wound, the battalion 
was commanded by Captain Leahy. 

Major-General Colville was severely wounded, and carried from the breach by 
Serjeant Janies Ingram, of the Welsh Fusileers, who is still in the regiment. 

After the fall of Badajoz, the army marched to the North ; and on the 18th of 
June, arrived at Salamanca. Marmoiit retired on their approach, leaving garrisons 
in some forts which commanded the Tormes at that place. The allies crossed the 
river by the fords above and below the town ; and while the 6th division besieged 
the forts, the remainder were held in readiness to oppose the main body of the 
enemy, who still attempted to keep up a communication with them. On the 20th, 
Diarmont appeared in front of the position of San Chrlstoval, and made a strong 
demonstration with his cavalry on the plain ; hut after a pretty warm skirmish, 
retired again. Ijieutenaut Leonard, of the Welsh Fusileers, while looking at the 
affair was killed by a chance shot from a great distance. The forts being taken on 
the 27th, the French retired to the Douro ; but being soon reinforced, resumed 
the offensive, and obliged our army to retire in turn. These movements continued 
several weeks, each General narrowly watching his adversary, and holding himself 
in readiness to attack, on the commission of any important fault. Such an oppor- 
tunity presented itself on the 22d of July, on th5 plains of Salamanca, and Lord 
Wellington hastened to avail himself of it. The attack was made against the 
centre and left of the enemy. On the former point the resistance was obstinate. 
The 4th division advanced to the attack in line, exposed to a very accurate fire of 
grape, round, Ac : they carried two positions in the most gallant style, — but the 
most determined valour must yield to numbers. They were opi>osed to Bonnet's 
division, about 10,000 strong, — got intermixed with the lines of the enemy, who 
Involved them, — deployed on the left flank of the Portuguese brigade of the division, 
and finally, compelled them to retrograde about four hundred yards : here they 
re-formed, and being joined by their supports, the Oth division renewed the attack 
with complete spccess. 

The victory of Salamanca cost the regiment, Major Offley, and 9 rank and file 
killed ; Lieut.-Colonel Ellis, JMajor Dalmer, Lieutenauts Enoch, AP Donald, Fryer, 
and Clyde, and 84 rank and file wounded. 

The enemy being now driven across the Douro, Lord Wellington marched upon 
Madrid, where the army arrived on the 12th of August. Nothing could exceed the 
enthusiasm with wliich they were received by ihe inhabitants of the capital ; thou- 
sands came forth to meet them, bearing branches of laurel and other emblems of 
triumph. All business was suspended in, the city, — the streets were strewed with 
flowers,— and the houses decorated as on occasions of the greatest festivity. Bull- 
fights and other public amusements were exhibited for their entertainment. 

From this scene of gaiety and dissipation, the regiment removed to tlie Escurial, 
where it remained till the4’eCreat of the army to the frontiers of Portugal, in con- 
sequence of the failure of an attack on the castle of Burgos, and the approach of 
Soult,*wiih his army, from Andalusia, and of Clause!, with the troops that had been 
beaten at Salamanca. 

The Welsh Fusilee^ reached Soj;itil]a, on the banks of the Douro, on the 6th of 
December, so reduced by eleven months of incessant service, that they were about 
this time formed into six divisions of twelve files each. In the course of the 
winter a few men joined from the second battalion ) but the regiment commenced 
the campaign of 1813, with only three hundred effeotive men ; most of these, how- 
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c^er, wer^liardy avid experienced veterans^ and all were newly clothed, and in the 
lugheet 4tate of eqiilpnienf. 

The army did not take the field this year till the middle of May, when it ad* 
vanced and drove the enemy from his position on the Douro ; following htlli iVp 
without intermission, as far as Vittoria, where, on the 21st of June, a general 
action was fought, which terminated in the total defeat of the Trench, commanded 
by King Joseph ; the intnider himself narrowly escaped being made prisoner. On 
this occasion the Welsh Fusi leers did not come in immediate collision with the 
enemy. Lieutenant Sidley was wounded, and 4 men killed, in driving the French 
across the Zadorra, on the 19th. • 

In consequence of this decisive victory, the whole of the French, with the excep- 
tion of the garrisons of San Sebastian and Pampluna, evacuated the Spanish terri- 
tory, and retired across the Pyrenees. The blockade of Pampluna was entrusted 
to the Spaniards ; the -Ith division covering them in front of the pass of Ronces- 
Valles. On the 25th of July, Marshal Soult, who now commanded the French 
army, made his appearance in the pass, with a very superior force ; and the divi- 
sion, alter an obstinate resistance, was compelled to retire to a strong position in 
the rear, which the enemy did not venture to attack. On the two following days, 
the enemy continued to advance in great force ; and the allied army, which was 
now concentrated to protect the blockade of Pampluna, fell back on that fortress, 
near which, on the 28th, both armies appeared in order of battle. 

The chief efforts of the enemy during this day, were directed against the position 
occupied by the 4th division, which was eiigag^ in a contest second only to that of 
Albuera, in severity. ** The battle of the 28th, was a beautiful display of military 
manoeuvres; the enemy foimed his columns in the most perfect order, and advanced 
to the attack with a rapidity and impetus, apparently irresistible. I was in Imme- 
diate support of the 7th cacadores (Portuguese), who were the advanced piquet, 
and consequently received the first shock of the enemy’s column. My people only 
thought of [fighting, and at once checked their progiess. Our supports on both 
sides were brought up, and the contest continued with varying success till four 
o'clock, when the enemy withdrew, only leaving his voltigeurs in our front. We 
had three divisions upon us, — the 4th, 5th, and 7th ; the two former were chiefly 
opposed to the 40th, who made two unheard of charges ; indeed, the whole day was 
a succession of charges*" ** Ii^Uie course of this contest," says Lord Wellington, 
the gallant 4th division, which had been so frequently distinguished in this 
army, surpassed their former good conduct f. Every regiment charged with the 
bayonet ; and the 40th, 7th, 20th, and 23d, four different times." Their officers 
set them the example ; and Major-General Ross, commanding the brigade, had a 
horse killed under him. 

On the 28tb, Captains Stainforth and AYalker were killed ; and Lieut.-Cok)nel 
Ellis, liieutenants the Honourable John Neville, Harris, Brice, and Adjutant 
IVULellai), wounded. ** The battalion," says Colonel Ellis, '*has only the sem- 
blance of one. I commenced the action of the 2dth, with only 254$ so with the 
loss of 105 in action, sick, and attendants on the wounded, 1 am reduced to 160 
bayonets. On the morning of the 30th, wlien formed for the pursuit of 8oult, I 
only stood 121 ; and by the 2d of August, I was reduced to 108." 

On the 29th, both armies remained inactive; but on the 30th, the enemy was 
obseived to be in motion. He was instantly attacked, and compelled totally to 
abandon a position which Lord Wellington declared to be one of the strongest and 
most difficult of access ever occupied by troops. On the 2d of Au^ist, the French 
were once more driven through the passes of the Pyrenees, into their own territory. 

The siege of Sai^ Sebastian, which had been suspended on the advance of Soult 
to the relief of Pampluna, was now resumed. JDn the 31st of August, the breach 
was carried by assault ; the stoiming party consisting of volunteers from the dif- 
ferent divisions of the army, — those of the Welsh Fusileei s were command^ by 
Lieutenant Griffiths, who was among the wounded. • 

After the fall of San Sebastian, the hostile armies reftiained for some time inac- 
tive, or occupied only in strengthening their respective positions, and preparing for 
the further prosecution of the campaign. The troops, however, suffered Severely 
from the inclemency of the weat]|er. Exposed on the bleak summits of the 

^ Letter of Lieut.-Co1. Kllis to Capt. now Lieut.-Col. Harrison. 

t Col. Ellis, ip the letter above-quoted, feelingly laments that his Lordship had 
not withebsed the conduct of the regiment in the battle Of Albuera, which he de- 
dires is still without a parallel." 
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^ 61, tliey gftzed with' intense longing ott ihe beantiM ^hf bf FfWiee/ 
lay stretched out beneath their feet. The close neighbourhood of a watdi^ 
fnl enemy, rendered the greatest vigilance neceseary, and the duties were severe. 

The moment so ardently desired at length arrived. Early on the morning Of 
the 7th of October, the army, under favour of a dark and stormy sky, desoended 
from the heights, crossed the Bldassoa, and established itself on the French terri- 
tory, with little opposition from the enemy. The continued inclemency of the 
weather^ and the badness of the roads, retarded the further advance of the army 
tiU the 10th of November, when, all preparations being eompleted, the columns' 
moved down the passes of the Pyrenees in the most perfect silence, and lay down, 
each at its appointed station, to await the dawn of day to make their attack. 
This was commenced by the 4th division, which carried a strong redoubt iu front 
of^the village of Sarre, drove the enemy from that village, and continued its 
advance against the heights in its rear, exposed to the iii*e of intrenchmeiits by 
which the position was secured. These, however, were successively abandoned as 
the division advanced, the enemy Hying in great disorder, towards the bridges on 
the Nivelle ; the garrison of one redoubtf which alone offered any resistance, were 
made prisoners. The other attacks were all equally successful, and terminated in 
Soult withdrawing the whole of his army, and resigning his position to the allies'; 
who now went into cantonments in advance of the Nivelle, where they were per- 
mitted another interval of repose. 

On the 9th of December, the army was again in motion, and attacked the enemy’s 
position on the Nive ; on that and the four following days, a severe contest was 
maintained by the hostile forces, in which each was in turn the assailant. The 
Hanks of the position were the contested points ; and the 4th division, which was 
in the centre, was not immediately engaged ; but it had much severe duty iu 
marching to the support of either Hank, as they were successively engaged. 

On the 11th, two battalions of Nassau troops, having heard of the liberation of 
their country from the yoke of Napoleon, deserted from the Fiench, and were 
received by Lieut.- Colonel Ellis, who then commanded the brigade. 

After the passage of the Nlve, the army again went into cantonments ; the 
Welsh Fusileers, at Ustaritz, where they remained till the middle of February, 
1614, when they again took the Held, and drove the enemy through a most difficult 
and intersected country ; till on the 27 th of February he took up a strong position 
at Orthes, where he determined to await the issue of a battle. The attack was 
commenced by General Cole, with the 4th division, carrying the village of St. 
Boe’s, after an obstinate struggle. Marshal Beresford, who directed the move- 
ments of this part of the line, next turned his attention to two lines of the enemy 
posted on the heights above ; the only approach to those, lay along a narrow 
tongue of ground. Hanked on eithei* side by a deep ravine, and completely exposed 
to the fire of the enemy’s artillery. In this confined situation it was impossible to 
deploy ; and so destructive was the action of the enemy’s guns on the columns, that 
notwithstanding the most gallant and persevering efforts of the 4th division, it was 
impossible to gain the heights. By a powerful attack in Hank, however, the enemy 
was at length driven from the position, and forced to retreat with precipitation, 
pursued by the cavalry, who made many prisoners. 

Captains Wynore and Jolliffe, and Lieutenant Harris, were severely wounded ; 
and 50 men killed and wounded. 

^ By the 10th of April the Whole army had crossed the GaroHne ; and an imme- 
diate attack on the enemy’s position, under the ^wulls of Toulouse, being resolved on, 
it was begun by the 4th division, which, having driven the enemy from the vil- 
lage of Mont Bumc, proceeded in open columns along the fronUof the position, till 
the^r gained the extreme right, when the/ wheeled up, and advanced in line, over^ 
coming all resistance, and* forcing the enemy from the heights, and beyond their 
entrenchments. Here they waited for the artillery, which, owing to the badness 
of the i'oads and the rapiditv of the advance, had been left behind. As soon as the 
artillery came up, they continued their advance along the ridge, following up their 
success, till the enemy, repulsed on all points, was compelled to take refuge within 
the walls of Toulouse. 

The regiment was not much exposed toimueketry in this action, but wa« 
lUider a heavy cannonade the whole day. The casualties did not exceed eight men 
bllied and wounded. 

After this battle the regiment marched to Langon, near Bouideaux, where it' 
stationed during the whole of the month of May. On the Ist of June, they 
uarohed for Blancfort, where they arrived on the fith^ and eidbarked on bohra thd 
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iiuirched to Gcwport. 

For their aerrioes during^ the Peniniular trar^ the Royal Welsh were penuitteA 
to bear on their colours and appointments, the words ** Albnera,*’ Badajoa,** 
“ Salamanca,” “ Vlttoria,” ** Pyrenees.” “ Nivelle,” Orthes.” “ Toulonee.^' 
** Peninsula.” • 

Lieut.*€oloAel Ellis^ who had been promoted (4th June^ 1814) to the rank of 
Colonel by Breret, was appointed a Knight Commander of the Bath, and received 
the honorary distinctions of a Cross, and one .Clasp. Lieut.-Colonel Sutton, 
also Colonel by Brevet, and Knight Commander of the Bath, a Cros^P and three 
ClaspSf for his services in the Portuguese army. Lieut.-Colonel Pearson, a Medal. 
Brevet Lieut.-Colonel Dalmer, a Medal, and one Clasp. Brevet Lieut.-Colonel 
Hill, attached to the Portuguese army, a Cross. Brevet Lieut-Golonel Uurford, 
a Medal, and one Clasp. Captain Leahy, who commanded the regiment at the 
storming of Badajoz, a Medal, x 

On the 25th of October, this year, the second battalion was reduced, when 26 
Serjeants, 21 corporals, 23 drummers, and 377 privates, were transferred to the 
hrst battalion, which now mustered upwards of 1000 rank and file. Of these, 
however, many of the veterans of Holland, Egypt, Martinique, and the Peninsula^ 
and some limited service men, were soon after discharged. 

On the return of Napoleon from Elf)a, the regiment was dgain ordered on 
service, and embaiked on the 23d of March, 1816. On the 30th they disembarked 
at Ostend, and immediately proceeded in canal-boats to Bruges, from whence they 
marched to Ghent, and subsequently to Les^ines, where they were attached to the 
4th division, commanded by Lieiit.-General the HCnonrable Sir Charles Colville. 

On the 24th of April the battalion marched to Grammont, where it remained, 
with the intermission of a few days, till the 16th of June, when the troops were 
hastily summoned from their cantonments in ctmsequence of the advance of the 
French aimy, commanded by the Emperor in person. The M’^elsh Fusileers 
marched witn the greatest expedition during the whole of the 16th and 17 th, and 
arrived late in the evening of ^the latter day, at Braine la Leude, in the neigh* 
bourhood of which they bivouacked in a wheat-field, under torrents of rain. 

The station of ihe 4th division, on the memorable 18th of June, was the reserve; 
and during the early part of tlie»day, the regiment was merely exposed to a dis- 
tant cannonade, from which it suifered no loss. The light companies of the 
brigade werd, howevdf, engaged, and lost some men. 

As the day advanced, Sir Henry Ellis perceiving an opening where his regiment 
might be employed with advantage, moved it up into the line ; where, formed in 
square, it sustained several charges of the French cuirassiers. The greater number 
oi the men were now, for the first time, in presence of an enemy ; but these 
emulated the steadiness of their veteran comrades, and all nobly maintained the 
character of their regiment. 

The glories of the day were, however, dearly purchased by the Welsh Fusileers 
with the life of their beloved commander, Sir Henry Ellis, who, continuing on 
horseback in the centre of tlie square, was struck with a musket ball in th^ right 
breast. Feeling himself faint from loss of blood, he calmly desired an opening 
might be made in the square, and rode to the rear. At a short distance from the 
field he was thrown fioni his horse while in the act of leaping a ditch ; here he was 
found soon afterwards, much exhausted, and conveyed to a neighbouring out-house, 
where his wound was dressed. In^e course of the night of the 19th, the hovel 
in which he was lodged unfortunately caught fire, and he was with difficulty 
rescued from the flames by Assistant-Surgeon Munro> of the regiment ; but ex- 
hausted by so many shocks, he soon after*expired *. 

The other casualties were, Brevet-Major Hawtyn, CafXains Jolliffe and Farmer, 
Lieutenant Fenshaw, 2 serjeants, and 9 rank and file killed. Brevet Lieutenant- 
Colonel Hill, Captain Johnson, Lieutenants Fielding, Griffiths, Clyde, and Sidley, 
7 serjeants. and 71 rank and file wounded. Lieutenant Clyde died of his wounds. 

After this brilliant and decisive victory, the allied army advanced rapidly^on the 
French capital. On the 24tb, the 4th division arrived before Cambray, whidh thet 
took possession of on the same day : the Welsh Fusileers entering by an old breach 
near the Fort du Paris, with the loss of Lieut. Lbebody, and one private killed. The 
citadel having sutrendered on the following day, the division resumed its march on 
Paris on the 26tl», and on the 1st of July encamped on the plain of St. Denis. 

* The officers, non-commissioned oflicers, and soldiers of the regiment, have 

commemorated their affection and esteem for thpir distinguished leader, by erecting 
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Lieut.-'Geo. the Hon. Sir Lowry Cole, having now joined the army, the Welsh 
Fnsileers were, nt his reqiiest, transferred to the 6th division, in which they were 
again brigaded with the Koyal Fnsileers, their associates in so many victories. 

The regiment remained under the command of the Lieutenant-General, in 
Major-General Kempt's brigade, till Octolier, 1818, when the British troops were 
withdrawn from France. 

On their return from France, the Welsh Fnsileers served in Ireland till 
December, 1823, when they embarked for Gibraltar*. In January, 1827, they 
joined the expedition to Portugal, under Lieutenant-General Sir William Clinton ; 
and in March, 1828, returned to Gibraltar, where they are now seiving. 


a monument to his memory, in the Cathedral of Worcester, his native city. The 
following is the inscription : — 

In Memory of 

Colonel Sir Henry Walton Ellis, K.C.B , 

A native, of this city, 

Who, at an early age, entered the 23d Regiment, 

Or, Royal Welsh Fnsileers, 

Then commanded by his father, Major-Geneial John Joyner Ellis, 

And afterwards led on to honourable distiii^ion by himself, during seven years of 
unexampled military renown; 

Having received eight wounds, and rendered services as important as they were 

brilliant. 

In Holland, Eg}’pt, the West Indies, America, Spain, Portugal, and France, 

He fell by a musket-shot at the head of his Regiment, 

Almost in the glorious moment which announced victory to Great Britain, and 
Peace to Europe, on the memorable Plains of 
Waterloo. 

He died of his wounds on the 20th of June, 1815, aged 32 years. 

Ills loss was lamented, and bis wortli recorded, ^by his illustrious Commander, 

Wellington, 

In words that will perish only with history itself. 

This Monument was^prected 

By the officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates of the Royal Welsh Fusilcers, 
Asa Tribute of their respect and affection to the Memory of a Leader, 

Not more distinguished for Valour and conduct in the Field, 

Than beloved for every Generous and Social Virtue. 

Extract from His Grace the Duke of “Wellington’s despatch, dated Orville, 
29th June, 1816:— 

Your lordship will see in the inclosed lists, the names of some valuable officers 
lost to his Majesty’s service. Among these I cannot avoid to mention Col. Carneron, 
of the 92d, and Colonel Sir Henry J^llis, of the 23d regiments, to whose conduct I 
have fiequeiitly drawn your lordship’s attention, and w ho at last fell, distinguishing 
themselves at the head of Uie brave tioops which they commanded. 

“ NotAvithstanding the glory of the occasion, it is impossible not to lament such 
inen, both oil account of tbe public and as friends.” 

♦ Adjutant-General’s Office, Dublin, 24th November, 1823. 

G. O. 

Tbe 23d Royal Welsh Fnsileers being on the point of embaikation for a 
foreign station, Lieutenant-General I.iord Combermere feels he cannot, in too 
atrong tu rns, express his approval of tlhj general good conduct and disupliiie of 
this superb regiment, during the time it has been under his orders. 

The 23d, so eminently distinguislied for its services in the field, has been 
nnifovmly conspicuous in this command for its soldierlike appearance and beha- 
viour; and from the am]^le opportunity the Lieutenant-General has had of per- 
sonal observation, he is enabled to bear testimony to the merits of the system-^ 
evincing throughout the corps the greatest zeal, energy, and talent on the part of 
Colonel Pearson, as well as unremitting attention on the part of all under his 
xx^ipmand. «• 

. By command of the Lieutenant-General, 

(Signed) J. Oaiidin£r, D.-ArGoneral. 
W , Harrison, Lieut.-Col., 23d Fusileers. 
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' PRIZE MONEY. 

^RTZES ADVERTISED FOB. PATMEKT IW 
THE LONDOK GAZETTES, AS BKPORT- 
£D TO THE TREASURER OF THE 
NAVY, DOWN TO THE 18 tU DECBHBBR, 

1832. 

WAR OP 1793. 

Fox, Hd. Ad. Cr. ; King George, Hd. 
Ad. Cr. ; Nautilus, and Sea Gul>, for 
Kleyne Syervier, capt. 2 July, 97-— Pay 
19 Dec. 32. — Agts. W. and K. Chard, 3, 
Clifford’s Inn, Fleet-street. 

WAR OP 1803. 

Aurora, for St. Domingo, capt. 6 July, 
09. — Pay 30 Oct. 32. — Agt. J. P.Muspratt, 
9, New Broad-street. 

Ballahou, for La Rlione, capt. 4 Aug. 
07* — Pay 19 Dec. .32. — Agts. W. and E. 
Chard, 3, Clifford’s Inn. 

Castor, for Lc Minnit,capt. 22 Jan. 14. 
— Pay 10 Oct. 32 — Agts. ditto. 

Desir6e, for L’E^p^rance, capt. 17 July, 
13. — Pay 9 Oct. 32. — Agts. Cooke and 
Halford, 41, Norfolk-street, Strand. 

Dryad and her Tender, Black Joke, for 
Fia.squita, capt. 15 Feb. 32. — Pay 8 Dec. 
32. — Agts. F.M.Ommaiiney and Son, 22, 
Norfolk-street, Strand. 

Fleur de la Mer, for St. Domingo, capt. 

6 July, 09.— Pay 20 Oct. 32.— Agt. J. P. 
Muspratt, 9, New Broad-Street. • 

Griffin, for ditto, capt. ditto. — ^Pay ditto. 
—Agt. ditto. 

Laura, for La Rhone, capt 4 A^^ 07. — 
Pay 19 Dec. 32. — Agts. W.and E. Chard, 
3, Clifford’s Inn. 

Lark, for St. Domingo, capt. Gth' July, 
09. — Pay 30 Oct. 32,— Agt. J. P.Muspratt, 
9, Broad-.street. 

Moselle, for ditto, capt. ditto. — Pay 
ditt 4 ^. — Agt. ditto. 

Monkey, for Charles of Boston, capt. 1 
May, 32.— Pay 22 Oct. 32.— Agts. Maude 
and Co. Great George-street, Westminster. 

Maidstone, for Hcroiiia, capt. 17 Oct. 
2G.— Pay 1 1 Dec. 32.— Agts. Evans and 
Eyton, 7, Northumberland-street. 

Prospero, for name unknown, capt. 17 
Feb. 11.— Pay 9 Oct. 32.— Agts. Cooke 
and Halford, 41, Norfolk-street, Stswid. 

Polyphemus, for St. Domingo capt. 6 
July, 09 — Pay 30 Get. 32.— Agt. J. P.; 
Mmspratt, 9, New Broad-street. 

Pike, for ditto, capt. ditto — Pay ditto. 
—Agt. ditto. 

Sparrow, for ditto, capt, ditto.— Pay 
ditto.— Agt. ditto. 

Tweed, for ditto, capt. ditto.— Pay ditto. 
Agt;. ditto. 

Thrush, for ditto, capt. ditto.— ^Pay 
ditto —Agt. ditto. 

Tuscan, for Elba, capt. 3 July, 16— 
Pay 9 Oct. 32.— Agts. Cooke aud Halford, 
41, Norfolk-street, Strand, 


GENERAL ORDERS, CIRCULARS, 

&c. &c. 


ARMY. 

War Office, 24th Dec. 1832. 
Sir,— The King having been pleased, 
by his rpyal warrant of the 18th inst., to 
fix certain rates of allowances^ as specified 
in the annexed schedule, for the provision 
of fuel, candles, straw, and wood for his 
troops in Ireland, in places where those 
articles cannot be supplied in kind, under 
the directions of the Hoard of Ordnance, in 
lieu of the rates mentioned in the schedule 
^o. 3, attached to his Majesty’s Warrant 
of 31st Dec. 1830, I have to acquaint you 
therewith, and to request that all charges 
for these allowances, liable to be made in 
the public accounts of the regiment under 
your command, from and after the first 
day of tlie ensuing month, may be go- 
verned accordingly. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Y^our most obedient humble Servant, 
John Hobhouse. 

Officer commanding — Rcgt, of — , 


Schedule referred to in the Secretary at War’s 
Circular Letter of the 24th Dec. 1832. 

Kates of Allo\\ance8 for the provision of Fuoh 
(’audles, Sli.-vw, and W'ood, in Ireland, at places 
where those Article'* cannot be supplied in kind 
by the Ordnance Department. 


D.ulyRato. | 




i 

1 

s 

* 


» 2 ft 

i4 

£o-f 

£52 

;i.On 

e. d. 

s, d 

0 4 

0 10 

0 2 

0 6 

0 U 

0 24 

0 04 

0 1 

0 04 

0 Oi 

0 4 

0 10 

0 3 

0 5 

0.2 

2 0 

0 2 

1 0 

0 1 

0 6 




Alloa aneos 
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Field Officers; each ! 

Other Commissioned I 
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and Surjeant-Major, I 
and Quarter-Master > 
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for Officers’ 
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Bi'parato 
Co<»king . . 


Officers . 

For three or ta 0 do. . 
For one do 


for Guards. J sioned Officer’s Guard J 


* War-Office, 28th Dec. 1832. 

Sir,— I am directed by the Secretary at 
War to annex for your information and 
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(fuldance, ft statement nf the dally rates 
of allowances to General and other Staff- 
Officers^ and to Field and Staff-Officers of 
infantry regiments, in lieu of forage for 
the horses required to be kept by them 
for the public service, for the half year 
from the 1st July, to the Slst December, 
1832, agreeably to which the charges for 
fora^ will be allowed. 

I am directed to add, that if a charge 
at a different rate has been already made 
in your accounts, the same should be cor- 
rected according to the said statement. 

1 am. Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 
L, SULIVAN. 

Paymaster of the — • 

Statement of the Daily Ratos of Allowance in lieu 
of Forage, for the jieiiod ft-om the 1st of July to 
the 31 fit of December, 1832. 


GREAT BRITAIN. IRELAND. 
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Limeiick 
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War-Office, 26th Dec. 1832. 

Sir, — With reference to Article 475 of 
the Explanatory Directioh dated War- 
Office, 20th November, 1830, I have the 
honour Ho acquaint you, that whenever a 
recruit joins the head-quarters of the 
regiment, who has been approved by a 
District Staff-Surgeon, but whose fitness 
the regimental Medical Officer does not 
feel himself justified in confirming, the 
Segmental Medical Officer is td transmit, 
through his Commanding Officer, to the 


Director-Genertil of the Army Medical 
Department a report of the case, showing 
in what the unfitness of the recruit con- 
sists, and whether, in the Regimental 
Medical Officer's opinion, it has originated 
since the ];ecruit was approved by the 
District Staff Surgeon. 

J have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your obedient humble servant, 
John Hoftuouss. 

Officer commanding 
Regiment of . 


Adjt. -General’s Office, 
iBt Jan. 1833. 

The exemplary conduct of the troops 
demands from the Lieut.-General com- 
ifianding the strongest expression of his 
approbation. 

Called upon during the late elections, 
and for a considerable time before, to per- 
form the most harassing duties, and neces- 
sarily dispersed in small bodies throughout 
the country, scarcely any irregularity has 
occurred, nor has the smallest complaint 
been preferred; whilst on all occasions, 
when required to support the civ ilpower, 
and oft^n exposed to insult, sometimes 
even to outrage, they have united temper 
with firmness, and discipline with for- 
bearanc^. In the exercise of these quali- 
ties, tne troops have reflected honour on 
themselves, and acquired the respect jtnd 
admiration of the people of Ireland. 

The Lieutenant-General commanding 
desires to express to the Major-Generals, 
commanding districts, his acknowledg- 
ments of the judicious arrangements they 
have everywhere made to meet ‘ the^exi- 
gencies of the service. 

His best thanks are due also to the 
officers and men under their orders for the 
zeal and activity with which these arrange- 
ments have been carried into effect, and 
for their exemplary behaviour in the ar- 
duous and difficult situations in which 
they have been placed. 

1^'Major-General SirEdward Blakeney, 
on whom the distribution of the troops, 
^during the elections, *bas exclusively fallen, 
in the absence of Lieutenant-General Sir 
Hussey Vivian, he begs most especially to 
express his entire satisfaction, 

By command of the Lieutenant* 

General commanding, 

Geouge D'AouilaR) 

• Dep.-Adjt.-Gen. 



PROMOTlOKfl AND A^OtNTlIEitTa 


NAVY. 


PROHiOtlON^ 

Captain. 

J. M. Laiivs. 

ComcANDEss. 

Charles Bomett. j F. Franklin (retired.) 
Thomas Gregory. | B. Leigh (do.) 

Lieutenants. 

J. L. B. Stoll. Bdward Grey. 

T. M. C. Syraonds. L. S. Tindal. 

lion. J. B. Drummond. , C. G. E. Napier. 

Hou. G. F. Hastings. 

Pursers. 

Edmund Brown. \V. 0. Cox. 

Thomas Thompson. J. Evans. 

William Anderson. W. L. Freeman. 

Edward Rowe. F. Fox. 

\Vm. Cltitworthy. 


APPOINTMENTS. 

Rear-Admiral Sir Michael Seymour, Bart., and 
K.C U., to Ik! Commauder-in-Chief on the South 
American Station ; and Admiral Sir Thomas Wil- 
liams, G.C.B., to succeed the late Sir Thos, Foley, 
at Portsmouth. 


Commanders. 

Wm. Mudge (Sup.) San .Tosef. 

E. T. Crouch, to be Secretary to Sir M. Seymour. 

« 

Lieutenants. 

.T, H. Windham Isis. 

John Harding San Josc£ 

G. A, Frazer Do. - » 

Ed..,a Seymour {Mt^mour. 

Thomas B. Brown .Talavera. 

H. W, Johnston Donegal. 

John Kemp Coast Guard. 

Henry Lawrence Do. 

W. M. Hearle Do. 

N. C. Franco Do. 

7. L. Massie Satellite. 

EdSvard Grey Spartiato. 

W. Houston Do. 


Masters. 

Beni. Hunter Prince Regent Y. 

J. H. DaVy Camus. 

Assistant-Suroeon. 

R. L. Hanower African. 


Pursers. 

T. Willtams. to bo Secretary to Sir T. WiUlojivi. 
Samuel Wudland Spartiate. 

ARMY. 


WAR-OFFICE. Dec. 28. 

, 6th Regt. of Drag. Guards. — Lieut John Wal-. 
lace King, to bo Capi by p. vice Seton, who ret. ; 
Cornet Lawrence Robert Shaw, to be lient by p. 
vice King ; Tonman Mosley. Gent to be Cornet, 
by p. vice Shawe, - 

14th Regt of Light Drags.— Cornet James 
Phelps, to be Lieut ^ p. vice Curwen, who rift.; 
WUUam Henry Archer, Gent to bo Cornet, by p 

Ensign Alexander Imlach, from the 
6th Foot, to be Qoartgn&aBter, vice Mair, app. to 
the 96th Foot 


6th Foot.— Oapt Edward Drary, !i.p. (hull 6ih 
Foot, to be Capt vice Frederick RichardbKm, llrho 
each.; Ensign Charles Drummond Bailey, l^m 
h. p. Slst Light Drag, to be Ensign, vice Imlach, 
app. Qaartermavter in the Ist Foot. 

7th Foot. — Lieut. Lord Hamilton Francis Chi- 
chester, to be Capt. by p. vice Ijord Sussex Len- 
nox, who ret; Ensign Frederick Sydney Hutchin- 
son, from the 7ist Foot, to be Lieut by p, vied 
Lord Hamilton Francis Chichester. • 

l3th Foot.— Ensign Thomas Sewell, to be Lieut, 
by p. vice Darlot, who ret; IloiL Emilios J. W. 
Forester, to bo Ensign, by p. vico ScwclL 

15th Foot. — To bo Captains.— Cupt. John Pasloy, 
from h. p. 78th Foot, vice Richard Lotig Bat- 
tersby, who exch.; Capt H. Barry Bamham, 
from li. p. unatt. vico Howard, who ret 

20tli Foot. — Edward Hill, Gent to bo Ensign, 
b)«p. vice Prendergnst,who ret 

83d Foot.— James Knight, Gent to bo Ensign, 
by p. aIcc Henderson, app. to the Uth Light 
Drag. 

57 th Foot.— Liout John MacMahon Kidd, to 
be Capt. by p. tice Lane, who ret. ; Ensign A. T. 
Allen, to bo Lieut by p. vice Kidd; John Head 
Shadforth, Gent, to be Ensign, 1 p. vico Alien, 

60th Foot. — Capt Walter elyan, to bo 
Maior, by p. vice Leslie, prom, j Lieut John 
WilUam Cross, to lie Capt by p. vice Trevelyan; 
Second Liout. Thomas Bunbiuy, to be First 
Lieut, by p. vice Cross ; Wiliiatn Frederick Hill 
Rooke, Gent, to lie Second Lieut, by p. vice Ban- 
bury. 

7l9t Foot— Major Joseph Thomas Pidgoon, to 
be Lieut.-('ol. by p. vice Jones, who ret ; Captain 
Richard Wharton Myddleton, to be Major, by p. 
vicepidgeon; Lieut Will lam Denny, to be Capt 
by p. vice Myddleton; Ensign Henry Edmund 
Austen, to bo Lieut by p vice Dchny. 

To be Ensigns by purchase.— Serjeant-Mt^or 
Bernard Grant, vice Hutchinson, prom, in the 7th 
Foot ; Augustus lasvinge, Gent, vice Austen. 

73d Foot— Capt Alexander Duke Hamilton, 
to be Major, by p. \ ice Fancourt, who ret. ; Li^ut. 
Henry B. nar\'ey, to be Capt by p. vice Hamil- 
ton; Ensign Fiancls Baling Atkinoou, to ho 
Liout by p. vice Hajiey; Augustus William 
Murray, Gent to lie Ensign, by p. vice Atkinsoh. 

74th Foot. — Liciit Luke Allen, to be Capt by 
p. vico Mildmay, who ret.; Ensign Robert Ilor- 
' ■ ■ ' ’ ‘ “ George Wm. 

! Horton. 

■, from h. p. 

unatt to, bo Capt \ice Augustus llotham, who 
cxch. rec.'tlie din. 

77 th Foot.— Major James Wemyss, from h. p, 
unatt. to be Major, vico Edward Jones, who excm 
rec. the diff, 

89th Foot— Ensign Montague Vernon Abbott, 
from h. p. unatt. to be Ensign, without p. vice 
Dewes, dec. 

9Gih Foot— Quartermaster Hugh Malr, from 
the Ist Foot, to bo Quartermaster, vice Murchl- 
fV)n, commuted. 

» 97 th ^Foot— William O’Malley, Geftt, to bo 
Ensign, by p. vice Crowe, who ret. 

Unattached.- Mkjor Charles Leslie, from thO 
60th Foot, to be Lieut-Coloncl of Infant^, liy p. ; 
Lieut Wilbraham Spencer Tollemache, frpm tno 
Rifle Brigade, to* bo Captain of Infhntry, byp.; 
Lieut John Usshor, from the 66th Foot, to m 
C aptain of Infantry, without p. 

Hospitid Staff.— A88i8t.-SuT^n Thomha Rhys, 
from h. p^ocond West India Regt to be Asstst- 
Surgcoo, vice Dawson, placed upon h. p. 

Brc^^ct.— The undermentioned Cadets of tbo 
Hon. East India Company's Service to have tem- 

belng pla^ under the commai^ of CoL Ptsley, 
of the Royal Engineers, at Chatham, for flold in- 
struciioni in tho ori of sapping and mining 
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Oentlemnn Cadet Alexander Nas)i< Gentlemon 
Cadet Stephen Pott, Gentleman 'Cadet John W. 
Tombs, Gentleman Cadet Pliilip Hart, Gentle- 
man Cadet James G. Johnson, Gentleman Cadet 
B Ivors F. G. East. 

Memorandum.—Lieui-Colonel Philip Delatre, 
h. p unatt. has been allowed to retire fiom the 
service by the sale of an unatt. commission. 

OFFICE OF OBDNANCE, f)ec 31. 

Royal Regiment ofAitillory — Socjmd Captain 
James Humplireys Wwjd. to be Ciyitani, vice 
Knox, dec.; JFirst Lieut. Henry Nixon Daniel, to 
be Second Captain, vice Wood; Second Lieut. 
Robert French Haudcock, to be P'irst Lieuteuant, 
vice Daniel ; Second Captain W'illiam Ernst 
Jackson, to Iw ('aptain, vice Gr.vnt, dec.; First 
Liciit. Archibald Macbcan, to lie Second Caj>l.nii. 
vice Jackson; Second Lieut. Pownc FdUs. to be 
First Lieut, vice M.acl)ean. 

To be Second Lieuteuants. — Gentleman Cadet 
Fielding Marriott, vice Beresford, piomott^; 
Gentleman Cadet Huntley (Jeorge Hooper, vice 
Crawford, promoted; Geiitlemaii Cailet Thoni.'xs 
Elwyn, vice Cleevo, promoted , Gentlem.in (\vdet 
Charles James W'rjght, v ice St. George, promoted ; 
Gentleman Cadet (Jeorge Augustus Fn*deiick 
Dcrensy, vice Nedham. promoted; (Jenlleman 
Cadet William Haniiltoii Elliott, vice Bignell, 
retired on halt-p.'iy ; (lentleman C.'ulet Peter 
Macbeaii, vice (’ampbell, promoted; (Jenllcni.au 
Cadet Charles Robert Wjiine, vice Frazei, pro- 
moted; Gentleman Cadet Lowry AVilH.am Mont- 
gomery Wynne, vice Marlay, piomoled; (Jentle- 
inan (Jadot Francis Ramsay, vice W^lrde, pro- 
moted; Gentleman Cadet William VV\iino Jones, 
vice 'I'ytler, piumoted; Gentleman Cadet Anthony 
Reuu, vice Tircman, promoted. 

Surrey Regiment of V'eomanry Cav .ilry — Wm. 
Hart, Gent, to be Surgeon, vice .Tames deceased ; 
George Curtis, Gent, to be Aasist-Surgeon, vice 
Hurt, promoted. 

WAR OFFICE. Jan 4. 

Ist Regt. of Foot.— Capt. Humphry Babingtou, 
from li. p. uuatt. to be Capt. vice Barton Teui-»on, 
who exch. rec. the dilT. 

Bth Foot. — Lieut. Theophilus Jenkins, from the 
b^th Foot, to bo Lieut, vice John Jones, app. to 
the 60lh Foot. 

6tU Foot. — Lieut. .Tohn Johnson, from the h. p. 
of the 6th West India Hegt. to be Lieut, vice 
Henry Augustus Haltun, who exch. 

' 7th Foot — Stnff-As'iist -Surgeon James Monro, 
M. 1)., to bo Assist.-Siirgcon, vice Dave}, who 
resigns 

I5th Foot.— Lieut. Charles Cooke Yaiborough, 
to lie Capt. by p. Vice Pussley, wlio ret.; Lieut.- 
(Jeorge Sockett, from the 36th’ Foot, to lie I.ieut. 
without p vice Burnham, promoted; Ensign 
William Henry Mounsey, to be Lieut, byp. vice 
Yarliorough; Charles ilorrocks, Gent, to be 
Ensign, by p. vice Mounsey. 

18tn Foot. — Ensign Ch.arles John Russell Col- 
linson, to Txj Ijieut by ji. vice Temple, who ret. ; 
Arthur Wilson, Gent, to be Ensign, by p. vice 
Colliuson. * 

24th Foot— Lieut. John Rogers GrifTiths, from' 
the h. p. 52d Foot, to be Lieut, j ice Joseph Francis 
Peacoeke, who exch. 

36th Foot— Lieut. William piirteis, from the 
h. x>' Rbyal African Corps, to'',^ Lieut, without 
p, vice Sockett, app. to the 15th Toot 

45th Foot.— laeut. George Henry Moore, from the 
h. p. of /he 66th Foot, to be Lieut, vice Andrew 
Clendining, who exch. » 

' 56tli Foot.— Lieut John Russell, from the h. p. 
of tlie 27th Foot, to be Lieut, vice Jenkin#, app. 
to the Bth Foot. 

doth B’oot— Lieut John Jones, from the Bth 
Footi to be First Lieut, vice W'illiam Anderson, 
wlto retires niion the h. p. of the 27th Foot. 

' Foot-'-’Lleut Francis Taylor, from the h. p. 


of the B4tli Foot, to be Lieut without p. vico 
Ussher, prom. 

93d Foot— Ensign George Home Dunbar, to be 
Lieut, by p. vice Burgoyuo, who ret; William 
Pitt Trevelyan, Gerit. to be Ensign, by p. vico 
Dunbar. 

99th Foot.— Lieut Lamliert Cowell, from the 
li. p. of the 19th Foot, to be Lieut vico William 
Spencer Nortbn, who eXch. 

Hospital Staff.— Staff-Surgeon (Jeorge John, 
from the h. p. to Iv Surgeon to the Forces, v ioo 
SauiAel Bnnvick Bruce, whose appointment has 
not taken i»laee ; Diineau M'Gregor, Gent, to bo 
Staff-Assisl.-Surgeon, vice Monro, app. to the 7th 
Foot 

OFFICE OF ORDNANCE, Jan 3. 

('orjis of R(>}al Engineers — First Lieut. Arthur 
Kay, to he Second Captain, in the vacancy occa- 
sioned liy the decease of Capt. Stanway; Second 
I.ieiit (Jeorge A. Bennett, to be First Lieut vice 
Kay. 


Fife Militia — William Wemyss, Esq. to bo 
M.ijor, vice Dalycll, prom 

Ensign J.imes Dalton FylTe, to bu Lieut vico 
Mitchell. «l4‘c 

Woreohler‘'hin‘ Yeomanry Cavalry. — Thomas 
Tu} lor Vernon, Esq to be Capt. vice Bc.arcroft, 
dec ; Edmund Thomas Peirott, Gent, to be 
Comet, vice Aslivviu, resigned. 

1st Regt. of Royal Surrey Militia.— Thomas 
Bailey Pott.s, Gent, to be Lieut. 

WAR OFFICE, Jan 8. 

The h.ilfpa} of tin* undermentioned officers 
has been cam died fiom the 8tl» instant indutive, 
they having areepti d the rommuted allowances 
foi their commissions, v iz. ; — 

Ensign Edward Austin, h p 47th Foot; Ensign 
Ch.arles* Fiederiek Col} ear, h. p. unatt ; Lieut. 
John Villiers Shelle}, h p. 6t>th Foot; Ensign 
Adam Johnston, h. p 57th Foot; Lieut. Kichaid 
Bntle^, h p, Bi«le Brig.ide; Lieut. Robert Weldon 
Tarlton? h. p IHih Foot; Lieut. John Laeou 
Akers, h p unatt ; Lieut. John Ekins Waring, 
h. p. 49tli Foot; Lieut Richard Ashe, h. p. 71st 
Foot; Cornet Ia.'vvis Count Kidmansegge, h p. 
Kt Hussars King’s German Legion; Lieuleuanl 
Chnstoidier Bern.ird .M.iitin, b. p. 60th Foot. 

WAR-OFFICE. J.m 11. 

.3d Regt Diagooij (Jds.— Capt Ellis Ho<lgson, 
from h j) 10th Light Diags. to be Cnpt. witjiout p. 
vice Wethered, dee. 

7tli Dragoon (Jdi— Capt. (Jeorge Nugent, to be 
Major, by p viee Chalmei, who ret ; Lieut. Tho- 
mas Edmund Tliewlcs, to be (’apt. by p vice Nu- 
gent ; Cornet Hciiiy (Jorbet Singleton, to be Lieut, 
by p. V ice Thew les. 

11th R<‘gt. of laght Dragoons, — Lieut. William 
Handley, to be* Capt. byp. vice Creighton, who 
ret. ; Cornet John Ro.se Holden Rose, to bo Lieut, 
by p. vice Handley; Ensign Alexander Walker, 
fropi^the 91st Foot, to bo Cornet, by imich. vice 
Bose. 

12lh Light Dragoons.— Thomas Brannam Bun- 
bury, Gent, to bo vctesinary-Surgeoii, v ice Castley, 
deceased. 

15tb Light Dragoons. — ABsi8t.-Surg John Mail- 
land, from the Ut Foot, to be Assist.-.Surg. vico 
Dctil}, promoted in the 771^^ Foot. 

3d or Scots Fusileer Regiment of Foot Gds. — 
Arthur Edward Onslow, (Jent to be Ensign and 
laeut. by p. vico Byng, appointed to tho 7th Foot. 

Lst Regt. of Foot— Lieut. Edward A. G. Muller, 
to be Capt. by p. vice Babinglon, who ret; Ens. 
Edmund Blachnird, to be Lieut, by p.vice Muller; 
Hfnry Richard Marindin, Gent to oe Ensign, by 
p vice Blachford ; Staff-Assist -Surg. George Cle - 
lihew, M.I), to lie Assist -Surg. vice Maitland, ap. 
pointed to the 15th Lt DAgs. 

3d Foot. — Ena. and Adj. William Mliite, to liave 
tho rank of Lieut ; En^gu Allan Menzies, from 
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ilte 46th Foot, to be Ensign, rico White^ appointed 
Af^utant. 

7th Foot. — Ensign and Lieut William Frederick 
Byng, from the 3<l Foot Guards, to be Lieut by p. 
vice Lindsay, who ret. 

16th Foot.--Lieut. llobcrt Carr, to be Capt 
witliout p. vice Walton dec. 

To be Lieutenants, without purohase— Ensign 
Charles C, Adams, \ ice Cpirr, dec. ; Ena. Charles 
JeflVies Carter^ vice Crumpe, dec. 

To be Enaiijna. — Ensign Janies Brooke Jrwin, 
from the 67th Fool, vice Adams ; Ensijm Crofton 
Jlamilton Fitzgerald, from the 98th Foot, vice 
Carter. 

20th Foot. — Major Alexander Fraser, from the 
40th Foot, to lie Major, vice Simcookes, who 
exchanges ; Ensign Philip Le Coutcur, from h. p. 
unattached, to bo Ensign, v^ithout purch. vice 
.St.) Ilford, dec. 

40th Foot. — Major John S. Simcockes, from the 
20th Foot, to 1)0 Major, vice Fraser, who oxch. 

To be Lieutenants — 4lst Foot — Ensign Robert 
Harnett, Without p. vice Dai ulry, dee. ; Kns Geo 
.’^he.T.ffe Montlz.imbert, by p. v ice Harnett, w hose 
promotion, by p. li.is lx*en euncelUMl. 

Tube Ensign — Ensign Carrol ()‘M earn, from 
lip. 1st Foot, vice Monti/ambert 

45th Foot. — Lieut. George M inter, to he Capt. 
without p. vice Perham, dec ; Ensign Heniy Bos- 
well Bennett, to lie Lieut, without p, vice Min ter ; 
Ensign uinl Adj. John Hiue, to have the rank of 
Lieut.; Ensign James Campbell, from. li.p. 73th 
Foot, to be Ensign, \ iee Bennett 

46th Foot. — Ensign G«*org«‘ Heneage Lawrence 
Wharton, from the 72d Fool, to bo Ensign, vice 
Men/.ies, appointed to the 3d Foot. 

40th Fwit — (’h.arles Alexander Sinclair, Gent, 
to be Ensign, without p. vice Camplx'll, doc 

C7th Foot --Gent. C.idet Arthur U Cane, from 
the Royal Military College, to be Ensigns without 
purchase, vice Irwin, appointed to the 16th Fool. 

70th Foot.— Ensign Jolin Stanley, to be Lieut, 
by p. vice (Junior, who ret.; ^ Vi^lia m Siucluir 
Afay, Gent, to Ik* Eiibign by p. v ic(?*9lmil4>^ 

72d Foot.— Gent, t'ndet Thomas E. Pull.ird, 
from the Royal Military College, to Ijo Ensign, 
witliout p. vice Wharton, .appointed to the 4Gtli 
Foot. 

75th Foot.— Seijt.-Major William Brookes, to 
be Adj. with the lank of Ensign, vice Sutton, who 
resigns the Adjutancy only. 

91.st Foot. — Edward Lovett Robertson, Gent, to 
bo Ensign, by p. vice Walker, appointed to the 
11th tight Drags. 

96th Foot. — Lieutenant Edwin Griffiths, from 
lip. 4BHi Foot, to be Paymaster, vice Scott dec. 

98th Foot.— Ensign Walter Balfour, from hp. 
57th Foot, to be Ensign without p. vice Fitz Ge- 
rald, apnoiutod to tlie 16th Foot. 

Rifle Brigade. — Major-General Sir James Ste- 
venson Barns, K.C.B to be Coloncl-Coniinandaiit 
of a battalion, vice Major-General Sir G. R. Biiig- 
liiun, dec.; Second Lieut. Richard Henry Fitz 
Heilw-rt, to be First Lieut, by p. vice Tollemache, 
piom. “• • 

IIospital-.SIafT.— John M'Coy M'Donald, Gent, 
to lx* Stalf-Assist-Surg. vice llasliugs, whose ai»- 
pointment has not taken jilace. 

Afemoraudum.— The undermentioned appoint- 
ments, as stated in the Gazette of the 2d of No- 
V ember last, have not taken place ; — 

Assist.-Surg. Connell, from the Rifle Brigade, 

» to bo Assist-Surg. in the L5th Light Dragoons ; 
StatT-Assist.-Surgeon Grant, to bo Assist.-Surgeon 
in the Rifle Brigade. 

OFFICE OF ORDNANCE, J^. 9._ 


j h^).; - 

be Ut Lieut, v ice Pag<fc 

First Regt. of the Duke of Lancaster a own 
Militia.— Robert James Shuttle vortb, Esn -to bo 


Capt. \ ice Latham, dec. 


WAR-OPFICE. Jan. W. 

1st Rogt. of Life-Guards. — Georgf^ Raabt^it, 
Gent, to be Comet and Sub-Lieut, by p. vicij 
Klngscote, appointed to the 17th Lt. Dra^ 

Royal Regt. of Horse-Guards. — Lieut Hon. 
Augustus Joliu Child \ilUer«. to be Capt. ^ p, 
vice Coshy, who ret. ; Cornet Walter Robert Tyr- 
rell, to bo Lieut by p.vice VilViors. 

6lh Regt. of Diagoons.—Lieul.-(.'ol, Henry Ma- 
dox, from the li p unat. to be Lleut.-Col. without 
p. vice Greswolde, dec. 

2l8t Regt of Foot.— Capt. Angus William Mac- 
kay, from the 3.3d Regt. to be Capt vice Beet, 
appointed to the 94th Regt, 

53d Foot. — Capt. Frederick Bodo^h Blake, 
from the 94th Regt. to be Capt. v ice ATackay, ap- 
pointed to the 2l8t Regt. 

41st Foot. — Staff-Assist .-Surg. Nelson Dartnell, 
to be Assist.-Surg. vice George Russell Dartnell, 
who ''xch. 

50th Foot.— Ensign Henry Gnnton, to be Lieut, 
vwitliout p. vice 'fuilor, appointed Adj.; Gent. Ca- 
d€*t William H. Wright, from the Royal Military 
C«)llege, to be Ensign, vice Gnnton ; Lieut. Wil- 
liam Liingley Tudor, to lie Atb vice White, dec. 

Gist Foot. — Ensign John Thomas Bligli. from 
the 941 h Regt. to bo Ensign, vice Seton, who ex- 
chaiiecs. 

66th Foot. — Lient Francis Carr, from the h p. 
unattacheil, to lie ident. vice John Montgomery 
Russell, who exchanges, receiving the difference. 

68th Foot. — Mmor Lord William Pnulet, from 
hp. unat. to Vh* Alajur, vice James Menzies, who 
exch. receiving tlio difiV^rcnce. 

771h Foot — Capt. George Antoine Ramsay, to 
bo Alajor, by p vice Wemy-is, who ret.; Lieut. 
William Jonathan Clerke, to be Capt. by p.vice 
Ramsay ; Ensign Robert J. Straton, to bo Lieut, 
by p. V ice ('lerke. 

94lh Foot— Ciipt. John Goodday Beet, from the 
2KI Regt. to lx* Capt. vice Blake, appointed to 
the 33d Regt.; Ensign WilU.am Carden Seton, 
from the Gist Regt. to bo Ensign, vice Bligh, who 
t*xchanges. 

Hospital-Staff.— As list -Surgeon George Russell 
Dartnell, from the 41st Regt. to l>e Staff- Assist,- 
Surgeon, vice Nelson Dartnell, who exch. 

Aleinoranda — 3’he names of the Captain, on 
the h. p. of the C7tli Regt are William Gordon 
(himiiig Skene, and not William Gordon, os hi- 
therto stated. 

The promotion of Ensign Adams, to be Lieut, 
of the l6th Foot, w as vice Cair, prom, and not vice 
C.-irr, dec as stated in the Gazelle of the 11th of 
January lust. 

Jav. 22. 

Memorandum. — The half-pay of the undormen- 
tioncfl Oflicers has been cancelled from the 
instant, inclusive, they having accepted a com- 
muted allow unci* for their commissions, viz. ; — 

Lient. Henry John Sperling, h, j). 9lh Foot; 
Cornet Mich.iel Pack, h. p. Royal Wjyrgon 
Train; Lient. Thomas Ijabey, h. p. 6tli I%t; 
Ensign Freilerick Dumaresq, li.p. uiiatt. ; Lieut. 
George Campbell, h. p. 49th Foot; Lieut. Sir 
Ja*wen Powell filyn, Bart li. p. uiialt. ; Lieut, Sir 
♦ Williap Henry St. Lawrence (’larke, Bart. h. p. 
iinatt. ; Lieut. John Williams Martin, h. p. 9Ui 
Foot; Ensign William Uiictt, h. p. 4,3d Foot; 
St.iff-Surgeon Samuel B.arw’ick Bruco, h. p. Hos- 
pital Staff. g 

The undermeationed OfBcors on full-p,iy have 
also been allowed to retire from the service, re- 
ceiving commuted allownncos for their cummis- 
bions from the 22d instant, inclusive ; — * 

Lieut. Andrew Richard Evans, of the 16th 
Foot ; Staff-Assist -Surgeon Edward Josias BuUeel, 
of the Hospital Stuff. 

West Suffolk Regt. of Militia.— William New^ 
ton, Esq. to bi* Lieut..Colonel. 

Warwlcksbiro Regt. of Yeom.anry Cavalry,— 
Samuel Pole Shawe, Esq. to be Captain. 
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BIBTHB, MikBBUaBS, AND DBATHI. 


WHITEHALI^ Je^B, IflL 
Thq King I14B been pleased to direct letters 
patent to be passed undes ttie Great Seal of the 
United K-ingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
anting to George Earl of Munster, Colonel in 
e Army, the omoe and place of (governor and 
Captain of His Majesty's Castle of Windsor, in 
the room of Henry Marquis of Conyugham. de^ 
ceased. 

The King has also been pleased to direct 
letters patent to be passed under the Great Seal 
said tluited tungdom, granting to the said 
Pem’ge £arl> of Munster, the office of Constable 
of His Majesty’s Cattle of Windsor, as also the 
office of Lieutenant of the said Castle, in the 
room of Henry Marquis of Conyugliam, deceased. 


The King has Mso bean please to dlsect 
letters patent to bo passed under the Great Seal 
of the said United Kingdom, giantlug to Lord 
Frederick Fitz-Clarence, Colonel in the Army, 
the office or place of Lieutenant of His Majest/a 
Tower of Loudon, in the room of George Earl of 
Munster. 

[To be sulMtituted for the notice in the Gazette 
of TuoHday Jan. 16]. 

St. JAMES’S PALACE. Nov. 6. 1839. 

The King was this day pleased to confer tho 
honour of Knighthood ^011 Rear-Admiral Charles 
Conyugliam, Military Knight Commander of the 
Royal Hanoverian GuelpUm Order. 


BIRTHS. MARRIAGES. AND DEATHS. 


BIRTHS. 

Dec. 23. at Clare Castle, the Lady of Siu'gcon 
P. Macpliersou, 64th Regt. of a daughter. 

At St. Ann’s, Newtown Forbes, the Lady of 
Lieut, and Adj. II Fenwick, 86th Rcgt. of a son. 

At De\oiiport, the Lady of Ah8t.-Surgeou Hugh 
Orr, 8Dlh Regt. of a son. 

Dec. 97tli, the Lady of Capt. A. S. H. Aplin. 
89th Regt. of a son. 

Dec. 98th, at Ilamhleton, Hants, the Lady of 
Lieut. Wm. Cooley, U N. of a son. 

Dec. 99th, at Keyham Point, the Lady of Capt. 
FalUscr, R.A. of a daughter. 

Dec. at Lord's-lane, near Hoddeston, the 
Lady of Capt. D U. O Rrlen, R N. of a d.mgUter, 
At Southampton, the Lady of Lieut.-Colouel 
Holy, late of the lltli Foot, of a daughter. 

The lion. Mis. Mjurlin, Lady of Capt. Fansliawu 
Martin, U.N of a son. 

Jan. 1, 1833, at Dunmoic East, county of Watcr- 
ftinl. the Lady of Capt. Samuel Roberts, C.B. of 
fl.M.S. Druid, of a son. 

Jan. 12, at Gosport, the Lady of Iletiry Tucker. 
Esq Purser, ofll.M S. Beacon, of a son. 

At Pickle Lodge, near Burnham, Norfolk, the 
Lady of Com. Me. Hardy, U N. of a daugliter. 

Jan. 14th, at Emsworth, the Lady of Com. W, 
H. Pierson, R N. of a son 
At Edinburgh, the I.»ady of Capt, Smith, 2d Dr. 
Guards, of a daughter. 

At York, tlie Lady of Lieut, Sir W. L. Young, 
Bart, 8th Royal Irish Hussars, of a son and heir 
Jan. I6th, at Canterbury, the Lady of Capt. 
Geo Gipps, R.E of a daughter. 

Jan. 18th, tho Lady of Lieut. G, T. Purvis, R.N, 
of a son. 


MARRIAGES. 


Nov. 29tU, at Walcot Church, Bath. Lieut- 
Colonel Thorn. Kll. A&sistant-Quactcrmaster- 
General of tho Northern District, to Amelia 
Eleanor, the youngest daughter and co-heiress of 
the late Charles Worthington, Es<i. of Lansdowa 
Crescent, iu that city. 

Dec. 19th, at Lilford Church, county Donegal, ' 
George Russell Dartnell, Esq. 4lBt Regt, to Anna 
Maria^ only daughter of G. Wi-'Bennett, Esq. of 
Bennett' s-town, county Limerick. 

Dec. igth, at BiLckford, Miyor Towiishend, 49lh 
Regt t^Imma, daughter of Lieut.-GoneralGlegg. 
of Backford Hall, Cheshire. 

At Lamerton. Capt. CharlcB Morgan. R.M. to 
Eli/.alx‘tH! eldest daughter of Walter Weeks, Esq. 
of Hurdleditche, near Tavistock. 

At Manchester. Lieut Edmund Peel, R N. son 
of Edmund Peel, Esq of Church Bank, Ltnca- 
e^lre, to Lucy, daugnter of Richard Meek, of 
iStUw Fold. 


Jan. 1st, at Edinburgh, Lieut J. J. Kerr, R.N. 
to Helen* eldest daughter of tho late Adam 
Rmilh, £»q. of Stockbildge, 


At St George's, Hanoi er-square, the Hon. 
Cant Hope, to Chailotto, daughter of Admiral 
ana Lady Tollemaclie. 

*■ Jan. 3(1. at Pontefract, Iu the county of Yoik, 
Capt Broughton, ll N. iicphcwr of General Sir 
John Broughton, Bart to Eliza, eldest daughter 
of John Perfect, Esq. 

Jan 8th, at Islington, Rear-Admiral Barker, of 
Cold Harbour, Got^oit, to Mary Ann. daughter of 
J. Hunter, Esq of Uompton Terrace. 

Jan. 9th, Lieut. S.Lcttsom, 80tli Regt. to Mercy, 
youngest d.iughter of the late James Ormerod, 
Esq. of Camlier Hall, Lancasltire. 

||^.lan. 12th, at New Ross, Capt S. Walker, 65th 
Regt to Miss Aralsella Bradley. 

At Ballineollig, eounty Cork, Lieut. Joseph 
Nugent Blood, ^tU Regt. to Elizabeth, second 
daughtei of the late Capt. Fitzmaurico, of Lagn. 
turn, county of Mayo. 

Jan. 17th, Lieut R. K. Barnes, R M. to Catherine 
Letitia, eldest daughter of the late William FaL 
wasse*? P Xj.Sif fhe Ilaymarket, London. 

Jan 19tli, at Limerick, Lieut J. B. Robinson, 
19th Regt to Dora Chancellor, second d.iughler of 
John Tueker, Esq. 

At Hampton, Lieut. E. S. Curwcn.Uth Light 
Drs. to Frances d.iughter of Edward Jesse, Esq. 
of Hampton Court, Middlesex 

Jan. 22(1, at St Mary’s (.Jhurch, Bryanstone- 
nquare, Lieut. T. Bulkeley, 1st Life (iuards, to 
Frances Amelia Riveis, daughter of Sir Francis 
Freeling, Bart. 

Jan. 24th, at All Soul's Church, Strand, Lieut. 
T.C.C. Moore, R.M. to Miss .Seeliugcr, daughter 
of the late Major Seelinger, C6th Regt. 

DEATHS. 


LIEUTKNANT-COLCVBLS. 

Sopt 11th, Phillips, h p. R. Marines. 

Gossip, li.p. 11 Garr. Batt. 

Jqjy 29th, Forrest, E. I. Comp. Service, 
Dunne, ditto. 

MAJOR. 

March 4th, 1830, Wyborn, h.p. Royal Mar, 

CAPTAINS. 

Boyes, 64th Fool. 

March 18th, Hieks, late 4tli Vet. Bat. 

Juno 9th, Snow, 97th Foot, Kandy, Ceylon. 
Aug. SOtli, Mathews, late of R. Art 
Sept. 16th, T. Donald, Barr. Master, Berbice. 
Oct. 2ath, Stainton, 95th Foot, Corfh. 

Nov. 8Cth, Barrow', h.p. Newfoundland Fenc. 
3gtU do. Lundin, h p. 91st Fopi. 

Ijec, 9th, Stanway, Royal Eng. Ireland, 
nail, h.p, Royal Mar. 


I.IEUTEN/ VTO. 

Wade. 13th Foot 

July 88th, 1838, Phibhs, 40th VD9t, Poonalia 
Bombay, « 
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June 3d, Macdonald, 65th Foot« Bellary, Ma- 
dras. 

-- -Morison, ditto, 

Persse, 77th Foot. 

Dec. Uth, Liddle, h.p, llth Drags. 

Nov. 6th, BUck, h.p. 48th Foot, Donegal. 

Oct. 39th, Dixon, h.p. 80th Foot, Jersey. 

Dec. 19th, Cotter, h.p. 7th W. I. R. do. 

Sept. 30th, Schvrartx, h.p. Nova 3ct>. Fen. Town 
Adj. of Cape Breton. 

Nov. 16tV Foy, h p. 94th Foot. 

Fob. SSd, Nixon, late 3d Vet. Bat. » 

May I7th, Cameron, 9th do. 

Match 3l8t, Invin, llth do. 

Harpur, h.p. unat. 

Oct. Util, Mason, do. 

Nov. 24th, Kay, h p. 62d Foot. 

Luke Brown, n p. B3d Foot. 

Nov. 30th, Carthew, lato Art Drivers, Truro, 
Cornwall. 

Appleton, Lp. Royal Mar. 

Canington. do. 

Dec. 9tn, Sely, h.p. 5th Foot. 

SECOND lieutenants AND ENStONS. 
Martin. 38th Foot. • 

Aug. 37th, NicoU. Fort AilJ. in Canada, Coteau 

dll TiUC. 

Cwinncll, h p Royal Mar. 

Nov. 5th, (xcaham, late Ut Vet But 
May 30th. H.all, fith do. 

July 10th, ll.irrison, 8th do, 

Nov. 6th, M'Kowen, do. 

April 8th, Campbell, Up. 63th Foot 

PAYMASTVa. 

Feb. I3tli, Griffiths, hp. 23tl Foot. 

UUARTrn.MASTEUS. 

Nov. I9th, 'Waiiiu right, h p. 27th Foot • 

April 13th, l*hilHps, late of 58tli Foot 
Sept. 29tli, Banks, h p. 4th Dr.igoou Gds. Tern- 
plemore. 

ASSmrANT-SUROEONS. ^ 

July 5th, Toulmin, 5Hth Foot, Ceylon. 

Taylor, h p. Staff. 

Dec, 4th, 1831, Gibbons, late of Royal Art 
Dee. 20th, 1830, Bloxhani. do. 

VKTEBlNAEY-SUnOFON, 

Nov. 3d, Ilay'ward, 6th Dr. Gds. 

• COMMISSARIAT DEPARTMENT. 

Get 6tb, Dep.-Assist-Com, -General Curll, h.p. 
Barbadoes. 


Juno 2d, at Bellary, Madras, Lieut, W. M'Do- 
nald, 55th Regt. 

Commander P. Tomlinson, R.N. 

At Trpgony, Capt Wm. Homiah, C B. R N. 

At Titchtteld, Commander Covey, R.N. 

At Dartmouth, Lieut Peter Creed, P N (1783.} 

Doc. 2ht, at Haddington, Mnjor-Gc'uer.aU 8ir 
Robt. Scott, K C B. of tho iinny. 

Deo. 22it at Dunkirk, Dr. Adam Neale, Physi- 
cian to tlie Forces. * 

Dec. 22d, at Edinburgh. Major Francis A..S. 
Knox, R. A. 

At his residence jn Hamilton Place, General 
the Most Honourable the Marquis of Conyng- 
ham, K.StP. and O C H. Governor of Windsor. A 
Ihemoir of service will be given. 

Dec. 24tb, at Brighton, Capt E. Wethered, 3d 
Dr. Gds. 

At Gunley, near Welch Pool, Montgomeryshire 
Commander Hobart Campbell, R.N. (See a noti 
of this officer fl-om the pen of Capt Basil UaU 
our pre hent N umber.) 


Dec. 27th, at his residence, Barton Place, near 
Peard, Esq. Vice-Admiral of 

Dec.aist, at Cork Banaeks, James Castley, 
Esq. yoterinary Sui-geon of the 12th Royal Lan- 
cers, in which regiment he served upwards of 
twenty-three years, 

Jan. 2d, Lieut-Qen. J. Gordon, of the BIG 
Service. 

Jan. 3d, at his residence. 5, Cumlicrland Terrace 
Begcut’s Park, Major-General Sir George Ridout 
Bingham, Ji.C B. Colonel of the 2d Bat Rifle 
Brigade. A memoir of service will bp giviin. 

At Deptford, John R. Spencer, Esq. Master 
R.N. and of tho Prince Regent Yacht, 

Jan. 3<l, at Doncaster, Col. Holmes, C.B. late 
8d Dragoon Gds. 

Jail 6lh. at Stamshaw, Portsca, Goorge Grant. 
Esq. Purser, H N. 

At tlio Royal Milita^ College, Sandhurst. 
Capt Chadwick, Riding-Master at that Establish- 
ment 

Jan. 8th, at Folkestone, Commander Smith 
Cobl>.RN. 

Jan. 9th, at tho Admiralty House, Portsmouth, 
aged 76, Admiral Sir Thomas Foley, G.C.B. Rear- 
Admiral of (ireat Britain, and Commandcr-in- 
Chief at that Port. A memoir of service will be 
giwn in a future Number. 

Jan. 9th, at St Omer's, Ms^or-Oen. Pye, lata 
Deputy Quarter-Master-General at Jamaica. 

Licut.-Col. Greawoldo of the 6th or Inuiskillen 
Dragoons. 

At his seat, Filbrig Hall, Norfolk, William 
Windham, Esq Vice-Admiral of the Wiite. 

Jan. Uth, at Parkgate, Cheshire, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Broughton Dod of the Honouiablc E.I.C. 
Service. 

AtCliathnm, Major-General Tlieophilus Lewis, 
from the Royal Marines. 

At Thames Ditton, Capt. John J. Mitchcl, R.N, 

At Gospuit, Geo. Harries, Esq. Purser, R.N. 

Lieut, Arthur Short, R N. 

Jan. 23d, at his house at Teignmouth, Devon, 
Admiral the Right Hun. Lurd Viscount Exmouth, 
G.C.B, Vice-Admiral of the United Kingdom. A 
memoir of service next month. 

The late Capt Hatley, RN., whose death is 
recorded in our last monthly obituary, entered tho 
service as Midshipman, on board the Resolution, 
(/apt James Cook, whom he accompanied on hia 
Inst V uyage of discov cry i n 1 776, and returned homo 
in the s.amo ship in 1781 He next sailed in the 
Magnanime, Capt Wolseley, for Madras, and there 
joined tho .Siipeilie, under the putroriago of liis 
father’s friend, Vice-Admiral Sir EdwanI Hughes, 
K. B., and in 1783 received his commission as 
Lieiiteuant, and was appoinjicd to tho Active, 
frigate, Capt. Mackenzie. As Lieiiteuant, Capt. 
Hatley served vvitli credit in different ships during 
the war with France, and was made a Com- 
mander for his spirited conduct on board the St. 
George, during the mutiny in 1797 ; allot wliich 
ho commanded the Wlncbelsea. of 32 guns, in tho 
Egyptian expedition, and rccoivod a gold medal 
for his services. On his return from Egy^it, in 
1802, he obtaineil his Post-Rank, and the command 
91 the fine higate Boadicoa, of 40 guns, at tho Capo 
of Goo(P Hope, where he afterwards commanded 
the Rnisonaole, ofi64. At the time of his de- 
cease, he was the 25th on the list of Pust-Captaiiis. 
Capt. Hatley was a man of very firm 4Uid un- 
daunted mind; ^f deep religious pTiffciple8» 
though averse to nnu h outward 'display of them; 
of steady loyalty, and inftexiblo iutegrity ; con- 
stant in friendship, liberal and kind to al> around 
him, and particiuarly gentlemauliko in ,his de- 
portment; so that mroughout hia liib^^h^ was 
univeriAilly respected and b^yedi 
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TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 

The unjustifiable practice of appropimhng whole aiticles, as well as passages, 
from works which aie at pains and exjieiise to pioducc original mattei, without the 
clightest achmwhdgintnt of the mi/> cc from whence they have been borrowed, has 
growu to a^very senous abuse, anfl should be retoimed. We observed, for instance, 
that an impoitant and laboiiied document, exctuhively given by this Journal, namely 
“ The Distribution, &c of the Army,” was copied entire, but not quoted^ from oiir 
Numbei of last month, by The Limeiick Chronicle, a newspaper too respectable to 
wairant its lecomse to such unfair expedients ; we thertfoie beiievo it to have been 
*u oversight m tlie case of our fi lends of the Chronicle. Tlie Albion, hpwever, 
copied it also, inadveifently wc have no doubt, ** from The Limeiick Chronicle 
and thus our Thunder ” goes the round of the realm under false colours, — a 
lequital for our exertions which we are perpetually doomed to experience. The meio 
tneniion of this abuse will, we aie convinced, be sufficient to induce its correction, as 
far as we are coiiceined. 

We beg to inform A Filend to the Naval Service,” that our object in giving in- 
Ecition to the document upon which he comments was to enable tho service to judge 
fot themselves, but without any preference upon our part. While, therefore, wo beg 
to decline any controversy on tne subject, we shall readily admit any general remarks 
on the pUu, li incorporated lu our Poit Ooirespondcnce of nevt month. 

Our next Numfier shall contaiu a Narrative of the Siege of Antweip. 

The letter of A Yachtsman afloat,” has been rncoiporated in our review of the 
work to which it relates>— deferred unavoidably till next month. 

We thank T., whoso offer is acceptable j and^^rj* r'hged to Mr, 11, W., whose 
Letter shall be inserted in our next. 

T F. R. is hyiiercritical — we aio sensible of his kind intentions. 

Mr Holdsworth’s Reply to Captain Nixon on the subject of bis “ Revolving 
Rudder,” has reached us too late for our present Numbei, but shall appear iii oiu 
next. 

Many Memoirs of deceased Admirals and Geueial Officers, including those of Lord 
Exmouth ; Sir Thomas Foley; Sir Edward Colpoys (A. B 's notice of whom we have 
received) ; Sir George Bingham, (the Memoranda respecting whom by “ A Constant 
Readtr,” have reached iw); Sir Banastre Tarlctoii, Ac, aie prepared or early 
insertion. We repeat uur request for authenticated communications from the friends 
of deceased officers. 

H. l.'s communications are always acceptable. 

Miles,” and A lilaster of a British Merchant Ship,” in our next. 

We retain the MS. of H. S. K.j whick we have not yet hhd an oppoitunity of ' 
tising, but hope to have. , 

The subject referred to by Mr. C. B, being concluded in our present Number, we 
shall Insert nis^ letter m ou« next. 

G. JI , “ Justitia,” ** A Post Captain of 1805,” &c. &c., have been received. 

We request that all letters and oommunicalions forTute Eoiron may be addressed, 
^fiost or carnage paid^ in the cat'e of Mr. Golburf, 13, Great Murll^orough-sdeet. 
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WEOB OF ANTWERP IK 1832. 


^ HISTORICAL ^fOTICE AND PREVIOUS SIEGES. 

The siege of the citadel of •Antwerp is destined to hold a prominent 
rank in the annals of military warfare, not only from the activity and 
skill displayed by the besiegers, the noble endurance and fortitude 
shown by the besieged, but from various operations having been per- 
formed by the French engineers, the practical development of which 
is of rare occurrence in the history of attack and defence. We shall 
not attempt to discuss any of the political causes that led to this in- 
teresting and important enterprise,* but confine ourselves, as far as 
possible, to the narration of events as they occurred during the struggle, 
interspersing our narrative with# such anecdotes and observations as 
bear directly on the subject, and accompanying it with documents essen* 
tidily connected with the history of the siege. 

We have adopted as our gtiide, and founded our description on, the 
official Reports of Marshal Gerard, Lieutenant-Generals Haxo and 
Neigre, to the French government, — on those of General Chassd to tho 
Netherlands* Minister at War, — and on notes either taken by ourselves 
on the spot, or furnished by eye-witnesses who bore a prominent share 
in the operations. We have attempted to maintain the most strict im- 
partiality, and to mete out ^qual justice to both parties, at the same 
time freely emitting our opinions , which, however open to objection or 
criticism, are put forth with the sole view of showing the light in which 
certain transactions were loolced upqn by the generality of those who 
were actors in or spectators of the attadc. 

It has, unfortunately, not been in our power to receive any precise 
details or explanations from the Dutch officers, as to parUcular apparent 
omissions, and we might add, errors committed by the garrison in their 
system of defence : indeed, delicacy forbade us to discuss the subject 
with them. If, therefore, there are some pqjnts that we have ventured 
to criticise, and where we h^ve dwelled with less praise than we could 
have desired, we trust, should this sketch meet the eye of any of those 
gallant men, that they will attribute our remarks, not to any intention 
or desire to depreciate their; merits, but from our having based our 
opinions on effects^ as well as military antecedents. Any technical 
omissions, arising frpm the causes abovc-mentione<f, may, and no doubt 
will, be supplied m the pages of this journal. 

The limited space permitted to ^n article of this nature does ncti 
admit of the introduction of voluminous <ot elaborate details, or of og^ 
annexing any very copious documents. We hav^, nevertheless, given 
such official pieces as pertinently influenced the operations^ and have 
inserted them in the order they occurred, Al;nong8t these wul be 
found copies of the summons, capitulation, and correspondence bettve^ 
the two belligerent commanders, widi extracts from Marshal Gerai^S^i 
general orders, various authentic returns^ and states of troops, train, and 
Btdres.^ • ^ 

Bciore comsaencing a de8criptioi| of the operations of |be siegSj a 
few words respecting the dty and Citadel mny not he irrelevimti Tb& 
^ U«9. u 
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name of Antwerp, aeeordinf to m ancient legen^i emanated from a 
fable of a Giant who abode in these parts, and erected a strong-hold on 
the spot where the city (pQite de I’Escaut) opposite the T^te de 
Flandre now stands. Here the pirate commanded the navigation of 
the river, and exacted tfibute from aU vessela psmng to and fro, pQ- 
nishing such s^s were unjtble or unwilling to submit to his demands, by 
death or mutilation. At length a valiant* knight, named Brabon, (unde 
detivatiir Blrahant,) set out with the noble resolution of ridding the 
country pi this scourge. Having arrived at tlie gate of the castle, he 
defted the Giant to mortal combat, — felled him to the ground,— sprang 
on his body, — and cutting off hie hands^ cast them into the river; then 
taking possession of the castle, he immediately founded a town in Us 
vicinity, which he named “ Handwerpen*' or Handcasi*' whence, 
according to tradition, springs theVord Antwerp ; the arms of which at 
this day are, a castle or turret surmounted with two hands. The city, 
which IS supposed to have been the< capital of the ** Ambivarites,’* a 
colony of Scythians, is of great antiquity, and was an ancient mai>- 
quisate of the Holy See. It formed a district apart from the seventeen 
United Provinces, and was composed of the town and certain contiguous 
castles or bourgs on the Scheldt. The emperor of Germany, Otho il., 
first raised it to the rank of a city in 950. It was afterwards made over 
to Henry IL, and from him passed into the Houses of Brabant and 
Lorraine, and subsequently became the property of Spain. Its popula- 
tion in 1500, exceeded 200,000 souls. 

The citadel was first constructed (1563) in the reign of Philip IL, 
during the government of the Duke of Alba, who employed for this 
purpose the celebrated engineer, Paciott^ a native of Italy, contem- 
poraiy of Rafaelle. The principal object of its erection was to overawe 
the inhabitants. The fortress itself is a regular pentagon, with three 
ravelins, iwo detached lunettes (St. Laurent and Kiel), and a wet-ditch 
from twenty to twenty-two feet deep. The waters are supplied from the 
Scheldt, by means of two small sluices opposite the river, and are 
divided from those of the city ditches by a batardeau, in front of the 
curtain^onnecting bastions Fernando and Toledo, close to the right 
fiank of the iitegulmr bastion covering the esplanade. The scarps of the 
bastions and .curtains have a half-revetment in brickwork, strengthened 
by massive counterforts, which are prolonged to the terre-jdein. The 
counterscarps are ftfily revetted close up to the edge of the covered-way. 
The ravelins are without revetments in masonry, having merely a talus 
of earth strongly palisaded near the berm, and supported by a sub- 
mer^d wattle-work, such as » commbnly employed on the banks of 
die flemish canals. The citadel was primitively constructed according 
to the ancient Spanish or Italian system, that is, with extremely elon* 
gated curtains and Contracted bastions. These defects were rectified 
byj^hrard de Bar le Due, when the scienee of fortification was ap- 
pvoactfing towards tRat perfection subsequently given to it by the 
masters of the art. The length of die curtains was then dimi- 
by Augmenting the proporuons, or rather by converting the 
bastions into i^uits,’* (susceptible of being cut ofi by a 
palisaded ditch,) maintaining thefr revetments, and covering tfam 
min 0thelnsi|>bmriiig, according to die system of Coehori^ retired flanks, 
dej^h und iridth given to the ditches, die whole of the 
were pulled down and repaii«ri> the ravidiiia and batankau 
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were addled, and caBetnates eoni^trueted) bnt racenk erataluTO jproMi 
that these latter were neither sufficiently strong nor numemos, 0M9b0^4 
all, that they were most insalubrious and inconvenient. The wellsy 
were highly defective. 

No alteration or improvement was made from that period until the 
place fell into the hands of the French tin 1792. The governor, 
General Carnot, then directed fhe construction of the counterguard in 
front of the esplanade, the forts Montebello,' Carnot, and other out* 
works to their left, as well as the two lunettes St. Laurent and Kid. 
The scarps of these two works are of masonry, peculiar for strength and 
consistency ; the counterscarps are not revetted. Scientific men find 
fault with the construction of St. Laurent, since, although the ditch on 
its right flank and face is enfiladed from the ravelins behind Kiel, as 
well as the bastion and curtain in its rear, the left face is not properly 
flanked by the citadel. Thus, for instance, on placing oneself in the 
ditch, a few yards from the capital and looking towards the bastion 
Toledo, he finds that bastion almost entirely shut out by the angle of 
the flank ; nor does any portion of its fire open on the ditch, unless 
witliiii a few feet of the counterscarp. The operation of attacking the 
mines, and establishing and effecting the passage of the ditch, waS thus 
greatly facilitated, and accounts, in a great measure, for the trifling loss 
sustained by the French during this operation. It was observed in 
discussing the assault of St. Laurent, that a bold and scientific engineer, 
determined to defend this post to the uttermost, would, proprio motUt 
have blown in the angle- in question ; having previously formed an eib- 
cav.ition and entienchment in its rear, as soon as he discovered the pre- 
parations for the passage. By this means a much greater portion of the 
fire of the Toledo batteiy would have been opened upon the assailants. 

The lunette St. Laurent, the gorge of which is defended by a loop- 
holed wall and trous de loup, was entirely separated from the works 
in its rear, nor was it even occupied by General Chassd until March, 
1831. lie then ordered it to be connected with the salient angle of the 
cow'ted-way of the ravelin, by a strongly palisaded double caponibre, 
whilst the JJelgians were actively employed in constructing batteries on 
the liver face, and throwing up barricades near the esplanade. Chassd 
having menaced to bombard the city unless the Belgians discontinued 
their works, these operations were the subject of diplomatic intervene 
lion. The governor of the citadel, in replj^ to the reclamations of thfi 
Commissaries of the Conference, declared that he acted thus in conse* 
quonce of the Belgians having violated the Convention by which it was 
mutually agreed to maintain the stalvs quo. The Belgians!, on the 
other hand, recriminated by quoting sundry infractions committed by 
the Dutch, and although botii parties yielded for«the moment to khd 
pressing instances of the diplomatists, and abandoned, or feigned to 
abandon, any further works, the covered commiuiication between^ Stj 
Laurent and the ravelin was gradually completed, and the defences <Jt 
the town were progressively brought to that state of menacing effi«» 
ciency, to which Antwerp may possibly owe its salvation from bom** 
bardnient: for in General Chaasd’s rej^rt to Ms government, Vtt 
find tlie following remarkable passage: — 1 esteem ndyself fb!i^nate( 
in having been*Vble to arrange the neutrality of the etty iw 
Stance, otherwise Out flotilla and the T6te ^ Flimdre nAmi Itim 
‘ . n 9 
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long since been destroyed by tbe superior fire of the enemy’s (Bel^an) 
arlillety.” 

Hie irorks erected by the Belgians consisted of two or three lines of 
strong palisaded barricades, intersecting all the streets and avenues 
leading to the citadel. In these, as well as in various bastions and out- 
works, cannon and mortars were thickly planted. A line of powerful 
parapets, epaulcments, and batteries, extended from the burned arsenal 
to the great sluice opening into the basins, and warehouses, which were 
converted into an intrenched camp, bounded on the south by the canals 
des Brasseurs, Vieux Lion^ and VAncre^ on the west by the river, and 
on the north and east by the ramparts of the city. From thence to 
the Fort du Nord, a chain of batteries was also constructed, mounting 
from tbe extreme left to the right, that is including Fort Carnot 
and Fort du Nord, a formidable armament of mortars and cannon 
of different calibre, amongst which were several 12-inch mortars on 
Colonel Paixhan's improved model.* The whole of these, especially 
the mortars, bore directly on the citadel, at an extreme distance of one 
thousand yards, or completely commanded and enfiladed the river, the 
T^te de Flandre, and Fort St. Hilaire on tbe left bank. 

Antwerp and its citadel arc celebrated for having sustained sundry 
blockades and sieges, and for having changed masters on numerous 
occasions. These events took place in the years 1576, 1583, 1585, 
1706, 1748, 1789, 1792, 1793, and 1814, Amongst the most re- 
nowned sieges of former times was that of 1585, when Antwerp was 
attacked by the Prince of Parma, with ‘20,000 infantry and 17,000 
cavalry. It surrendered on the 17th of August of that year. The 
most remarkable event of this siege was. the construction and destruc- 
tion of the famous bridge of boats, thrown by the Spaniards across the 
Scheldt from near Liefkenhock to Lillo. This was effected by an in- 
fernal machine invented by the engineer Gcnnibelli, a native of Mantua, 
The account given by Strada of this terrible machine is highly curious. 
The only two sieges undertaken against the citadel since the science of 
fortification lias been reduced to fixed principles arc those of 1746 and 
1792. 

On the 19th of May, 1746, a deputation of the magistrates of Ant- 
werp arrived at the head-quarters of Prince Maurice, of Saxe, announcing 
that the combined forces had evacuated the city, leaving a garrison of 
1600 men in the citadel, under the command of the Marquis de Piza. 
A corps of troops,, under the orders of the Marquis de Brieze were 
instantly detached from the grand armv to take possession of the city. 
The forts Austrawiel, St, Philippe, and others jon the left bank, sur- 
rendered at the first summons. ‘^The rest of the army destined to 
besiege the citadel, (yjnsisting of 28 battalions and 18 squadrons, having 
arrived, the trenches were opened on the niglit of the 26tli and 26th, 
andcihe first parallel, jn^itli its right leaning on the covered-way opposite 
Qt George’s gate, now Porte de Malmes, and its left extending towards 
the Kiel road, was traced and completed. The night of the 26th and 
27di was occupied in forming the second parallel, the left^f which ter- 
tninated near the centre of the post, wj,th which it was connected by two 
^ aig^zaj^ One ricochet and two mortar batteries were established on 
^ hm of the first parallel ; and a fourth was construdfed on the right 
of aecondf near the ramparts of the town, nearly on the spot where 
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the left of the counterguard now stands. On the 27tli and 28tbi the 
approaches were pushed on to the glacis, in the direction ofthe capitals 
of bastions Toledo, Fernando, and the ravelins to their right ; and a fifth 
battery was established in front of the left of the second parallel. The 
enemy maintained a htfavy fire, but no sorties were made. On the 
28th and 29th, the sap was prolonged on .the right, and the batteries 
having opened with vigour, the fire of the place began to slacken. On 
the 29th to 30th, the four saps were carried up to the palisades of 
the covercd-way ; and the besieged having abandoned this, on the 30th 
to 31st, a lodgment was effected, and operations for crowning the glacis 
were immediately commenced. Preparations having been made for esta- 
blishing the breaching batteries, the governor hoisted a white flag, and 
on the following morning, the 1st of June, the garrison surrendered by 
capitulation, after six days open trenches. The city and citadel were 
evacuated by tlie French in 1 748, in virtue of the treaty of Aix-la- 
Cliapelle, concluded on the ISth^f October of that year. 

The operations of the second siege, both as to the neutrality of the 
city, and breaking ground, bear considerable analogy to those of the 
present day. After the victory gained by Dumourier, at Jemappe, 
in November, 1792, the French army divided into two corps. The 
right pushed on to the Rhine ; the left, under General Labourdonaye, 
advanced upon Antwerp, which opened its gates, on the 18th of Novem- 
ber, to General Larmarliere, commanding the advanced guard. The 
French immediately summoned the citadel, where the Marquis of 
Clermont Tonnerre, with a garrison of 2000 men, had retired, and 
stoutly refused to surrender. The remaining divisions of the army, 
amounting altogether to 18,000 men, now arrived ; they encamped a 
little beyond Berchem, at the distance of about 1800 toises from the 
citadel. A council of war was held on the 22d ; the plan of attack was 
drawn up, and it was determined that, “ although the weake 3 t part 
of the fortress is evidently that fronting the esplanade, yet, in order to 
spare the inhabitants, the attack shall be directed externally on the 
f^ont, leaning on the left communication between the citadel and town." 
It is to this paragraph that Marshal Gerard alludes in his letter to 
General Chasstf. Every preparation being completed, and the neutra- 
lity of the town secured, the trenches were opened on the night of the 
26th, by 1800 workmen. By a remarkable coincidence with the late 
siege, a heavy fog hung over the ground and masked the operations, so 
that the besieged were taken by surprise, and djd not open their lire 
until near eleven on the follovvmg day. This was the more remarkable, 
as a hard frost having hardened the ground to the depth of nearly two 
inches, the noisa of the picks and kitrenching-tools might be heard to a 
great distance. This was considered b/the besiegers a most fortunate 
circumstance, as they were thus enabled nearly to complete the first 
parallel, with its communications and entrenchments, without t^e loss 
of a man. The nature of llie soil being such as to render it impossible 
to dig above twenty inches without encountering water, it was necessary 
to make up ,for the deficiency in depth by adding to the breadth of the 
parallel and approaches. On the 27th^ tlie besieged opened their fire, 
and General Miranda superseded Labourdonaye in the command of thn 
besiegers. The day was occupied in rendering more perfect the Work 
ofthe previous twelve hours. On the night of the 27 th and 28tb, the 
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fint pstallel waBoompl^o^ and the cnnstniotion of thehafteiies netively 
pursued^ though the wat^r rendered them scarcely tenahla. On the 
morning of the 26th some of the guns and ammunition were brought 
up« under a heavy fire from the place. At one p.m., one battery of ten 

S ms opened on the citadel ; this was Bucceed«3d in the course of the 
y by a seconds Toward^ foupp.M.» a flag of truce was sent out by 
the governor, oflering to capitulate ; and in the course of an hour, the 
fire was* put a stop to on both sides. After considerable discussion, the 
capitulation was signed on the morning of the 29th, and the garrison 
surrendered itself prisoners of war, after little more than forty-eight 
hours* open trenches. It must be borne in mind that the lunettes Kiel 
and St. Laurent were not then in existence, — that the garrison were 
unprovided with ammunition or provisions necessary for a prolonged 
defence, — and that the left bank abd river were occupied hy the French. 

The precise position of the garrison and defences of the citadel on 
the 29th November, 1832, may be summed up in a few words. At the 
motnent operations commenced, the Dutch held the citadel, including 
the lunettes Kiel and St Laurent, with a gatrison of about 4500 men. 
They had an ample supply of provisions, ammunition, and 130 pieces 
of artiUerv of different calibre. The T6te de FJandre, the forts Jlurcht, 
Zuyndrecht, and St, Hilaire, were armed and garrisoned by about 500 
men, whilst 11 gun^boata and a steamer wore anchored in the river. 
The whole of the Polders, included within the bend ot the Scheldt fiom 
near the village of Burcht to the Pipede Tabac, were laid under water to 
the depth of seven to nine feet, and thus completely seeured the forts, 
and citadel from all molestation from the left bank^ These 
iiiandctions were fed by a rupture in the,,|{lykes of the Scheldt, nearly 
opposite the citadel, and another in the vicimty of the Pipe de Tabac 
By this means it was intended to have secured a free communication 
and passage for the gun-boats between the Upper and Lower Scheldt, 
without the necessity of their passing under the Are of the Belgian 
batteries; but the operations of the division Sebastian! neutralized the 
effect of this measure. 

Having placed the reader in possession of the above details, which 
connect the present with the earlier history of this celebrated fortress, 
and ahow its state at the moment of attack, we will proceed to narrate 
ihH operations of the late siege. 

PRXPAIUTORY MOVEMENTS AND BREARINO GROUND. 

The Dutch cabinet having declined lb accede to the terms dictated 
by a portion of the Conference, a combined fleet proceeded to blockade, 
or ratner cruise off the Dutch coast ; and according to the convention 
signed between the French and British governments on the 22d of 
October, 183} I orders were given to the French army of the north, 
to hdtd itself in readiness to advance at a moment’s notice. The 
tern allowed to the Dutch to evacuate the citadel having expired on 
the IbXh of Ndvember, instructions were forwarded to the French 
head-quarters, and by daybreak on that day, the ermyi oo^sisung 
batt^ons, 58 s^uadronb, and 68 field-pieceSi, Witn a nun^ 
piftteriug train, pontoon brigade, corps of mine^ 

; Itiwrye fonning altogether r force of nearly 
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tivMi. ware in nipttea toward# Antwerp. This force waa into 

four divisions of infantry, nndar Lieut.-GeneraU Sebaatianf, Retard, 
Jamin, and Fabre; an advanced guard under his royal highness the 
Duke of Orleans ; one division of cuirassiers'; one of dragoons ; and 
two detached brigades .of light cavalry ; comprising altogether eight 
brigades of infantry, six of cavalry, and eleven of artillery, exclusive of 
three battalions and eight squadrons, forming the advanced guard. The 
fifth division, Lieut.-(^neral Schramm, remained in reserve: it was 
principally formed of provisional battalions of grenadiers and voltigeurs, 
taken from the fourth battalions of all regiments of the army of the 
north ; which fourth battalions had rbmained at their depdts. 

On the mornings of the 15th, 16th, and 17th, the second, third, and 
fourth divisions, witli 36 field-pieces, preceded by an advanced guard and 
a brigade of light cavalry, with 6 gmis, debouched by Tournay, Mons, 
and Binch, keeping the right bank of the Scheldt, and, traversing 
Brussels and the neighbouring tpwns, reached the vicinity of Antwerp 
on the 19th, 20th, and 21&t. They were followed by a second brigade 
of light cavalry and the reserve train, which reacired Maiines and Con- 
tich between the 22d and 28th. In the mean time, the first division, 
with 12 field-pieces, advancing simultaneously by Courtrai, Deynse, and 
Ghent, to St. Nicholas, established its head-quarters at the latter place ; 
tlirew forward its advanced posts to Zuyndrecht, made preparations to 
occupy forts St. Marie, St. Philippe, and the dykes near Caloo and 
Doel, and patrolled those in the direction of the inundations round Lief- 
kenshoek and St. Hilaire. The advanced guard of the Duke of Orleans 
was sent forward on the §0th on the high roads to Wustwesel and 
Hoogstraaten, with the head-quarters of the princes at Braeschaet — its 
left leaning on the light b^gade of cavalry (de la Woesteen) thrown 
out by Capelle on the chaussde to Bergen-op-Zoom, and their right in 
communication with the Belgian outposts of Turnhout. Ifhese troops 
maintained their positions with little variation during tlie whole Ri«g0* 

On the 21st, the division ( Achard) moved forward to support the advance, 
its centre and head-quarters at Schooten, its left reclining oh the villages 
fibar the Scheldt, with detachments at Fort la Croix^ and its right lean- 
ing towards the other side of the Turnhout chaus&de. The third division 
(Jamin) was cantoned to the right and left of the high road from Maiines 
to Antwerp, with head-quarters at Contich. The fourth division 
(Fabre), which had crossed the Ruppei by a }>ontoon bridge near Boom, 
was echeloned from thence to the vicinity of Kiel, with its head-quarters 
at Hemixen ; one brigade of this division was bwouacked to the right 
and left of the ehauss^e in thssrear of Bercliem, serving as a guard to 
the grand parks and artillery depots, The division of dragoons 
(Dejean) had its* head-quarters at Alost^with detachments at Loikeren 
and Beveren. The division of cuirassiers (Ggntil St Alphonse) re- 
mained in reserve at Grammont. On the 20th, Marshal Gerard removed 
his head»K|uarters to Borgerhout, whilst thb Direetprs-Generai pf Euineets 
and Artillery, Lieutenant-Geiserals Haxo and Neigre, establishes theirs 
at Berchem. Field hospitals were organised at Hobojeen #nd BercEeb, 
with reserves at Maiines, Louvain, and Brussels. The pk|k8 

Were ordered to be formed at Berchem &nd Wilryk. wher^ the' artificers, 
aided by tha^Belffian sappers and minerst immediately ^prepared an 
ataantfanl aapidy of gabions, fascinesf saucksons,, sand Ji>agsir and jptoks 
for platforms. 
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Colonel Caradoc having received orders from the British Government 
to act as commissioner at the French head-quarters, reached Brussels, 
and joined the Marshal, placing himself in correspondence with the 
English envoy, Sir Robert Adair. 

In the meanwhile, the Belgian army, compelled by diplomatic arrange- 
ments to remain passive spectators of the operations, made a flank 
movement of concentration to its right, with the head-quarters at Lierre, 
and the ironts of its columns pressing the Dutch frontier — its left rest- 
ing on Turnhout, and its right communicating with Venloo, by the 
moors of Peel, whilst a strong corps observed Maastricht. From the 
20th to the 25th the Marshal’s attention was occupied in giving more 
commodious and eflicient distribution to the cantonments of the troops, 
who from being concentrated in great numbers round the immediate 
vicinity of Antwerp, were extremely crowded, and thus not only caused 

S rreat inconvenience to the inhabitants, but themselves suffer^ much 
rom the confined nature of their quarters. Their numbers also exceed- 
ing the returns for which preparations had been originally made by the 
Belgian commissariat, a want of provisions and forage ensued in the first 
instance, but these evils were speedily remedied. Some damage to pro- 
perty likewise took place. In consequence of the want of fuel, some 
fine timber and ornamental plantations were felled by the troops ; but 
the severe discipline established by the Marshal, and the vigilance of the 
military police, quickly put an end to excesses, which, however much to 
be condemned, were the almost inevitable result of the absence of 
proper provision for the calls of the soldier, J;he want of which wad more 
severely felt from the inauspicious nature of the season. 

By the 26th, the whole of the troops were distributed in the canton- 
ments they were destined to hold during tlfe siege, some of which were, 
however, at a considerable distance. This, combined with the frightful 
state of the weather, and impracticable condition of the cross-roads, 
added much to the fatigues of the detachments on marching to and from 
the trenches. Some of these came from and returned to Malines after 
taking their turn of duty. The battering train, entrenching tools, and 
ammunition, which had been embarked at Douai, and thence, descend- 
ing the Scarpe and Scheldt, conveyed to Boom on the Ruppel, did not 
reach the latter until the 23d and subsequent days, and it was not until 
the 27th and 28th that a sufficient quantity was landed, so as to enable 
Generals Haxo and Neigre to report the effective establishment of their 
respective parks, when, as we observed before, a vast supply of fascines 
and gabions was already collected. It was observed, that these gabions, 
which weighed about 45 lbs. each, wOre peculiarly strong and well 
formed, and the fmall twigs and dried leaves being left on, and wattled 
inwardly, gave additional strength and solidity to the whole; they 
were principally made from the small branches of the pollard oak. All 

E revious preparations and details being completed, the Marshal moved 
is' Uead-^uartei^ to the village of Berchem on the 29th, and issued 
orders for commencing operations at night-fall. 

At eight F.M. the troo^ destined for this service, consisting of three 
brigades, 18 battalions of infantry, 900 artillery, and 400 sappers, the 
whole under the command of hfs royal highness the Duke of Orlean's, 
assembled by detachments at the three depdts of entreno^ng tools that 
formed for the purpose; the right near the^^urch si Ber- 
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chem, the centre near the ^rden called the Parc aux chouX» and the left 
a little to the right of the Boom road, near the couiitr)'*house of a Mr. 
Verbeck. The covering parties, composed of the flank companies of 
these brigades, supported by twelve S-pounders and a strong picquet of 
cavalry, debouched under cover of the walls and hedges, and were 
thrown out under the direction of General Haxo, by whom, and the 
oflicers of his department, the first parallel and its approaches were 
traced out, whilst General Neigre and the oflicers of artillery simulta- 
neously occupied themselves in marking the projected batteries. The 
first parallel leaned on the covered way of the right face of Montebello, 
and its left extended towards Kiel, terminating in two embranchments 
on the banks of a small stream and road of that name. Its nearest point 
was about 325 and its farthest about 435 yards distant from the most 
advanced works of the citadel. The distance covered by the first 
parallel from right to left was 1870 yards, and by the approaches in its 
rear about 3750. The communications for the right and centre de- 
bouched from tlie Malines Chaussde, in the village of Berchem, parallel 
to the road from thence to the Harmony and St. Laurent ; that for the 
left commenced near the garden called Hemrichs; whilst a fourth, on 
the extreme right, sprung from the covered way of the left flank of Mon- 
tebello, opposite the first traverse. 

Owing to the tempestuous state of the weather, and other causes, it 
was not until near midnight that the working parties were definitively 
posted and enabled to commence breaking ground ; but as the nature of 
the soil rendered the employment of the pickaxe almost unnecessary, 
the works advanced rapidly, and the whole of the troops were under 
cover by daylight. The groqpd between the Malines Chausstfe and that 
conducting to Boom, is of a soft and spongy nature, and is, in fact, a 
mere series of gardens and pleasure grounds, where the insertion of the 
spade beyond the depth of eighteen or twenty inches, infallibly produces 
water ; this was of course attended with many serious evils, and in some 
parts rendered the trenches untenable, and utterly prevented the possi- 
bility of conveying the artillery through the ordinary channels ; at the 
same time this was attended with one or two marked advantages ; as the 
absence of all stones and hard substances not only afforded greater facility 
for rapid excavation, but had the important merit of diminishing the 
danger from splinters, whilst, in many instances, the heavy shells em- 
bedded themselves to such a depth as to render their explosion per- 
fectly innocuous. Thus, out of twenty- eight of these projectiles thrown 
by the besieged, during one day, into battery No*. 7, three only cast 
their splinters above ground. 

In this instance, as in 1792, the garrison appears to have been igno- 
r^t of the operations of attack, for^it wa% not until near nine a.m. on 
the subsequent morning, that the Dutch engineers discovered that 
ground had tieen broken. It must, however, he observed, as ^me 
excuse for this apparent want of vigilance, that tRe night was rainy and 
tempestuous ; that a dense fog completely veiled the atmosphere ; that 
the ground from the Malines road, round Berchem and St. Laurent, to 
the foot of the glacis of the citadel and oqtworks, is intersected in every 
direction by trees, hedges, plantations, gardens, and buildings, and that 
it presents the utmost possible advantage for masking and concealing 
the advance of troops or working parties. It is, in fact, difficult to dis- 
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eem objf^ts at the diaMMJe of 4d0 yardat even in the daytime, whilst 
at night it ia almost impossible, unless forewarned or alarmed by the 
Bound of voices and tools, to discover anything that may be going on 
at half that distance* On the other hand, General Chasstf must liave 
been well a^are of the intended attack, which Jiatl been delayed by for- 
tuitous circttmstanccs. He had complete command of the ground to 
tha distsnee of 825 'yard| i'rom the foot of his glacis, according to the 
convention with Belgmta; >aiuh although he had withdrawn his picquets 
writhin his covered ways, surely it Was the duty of a vigilant commander 
to hive I'^atrolled his front, or to liave employed confidential and enter- 
prising officers to rccormoitre at night-fall, and thus procure him in- 
stant information of the enemy's operations. It may be argued, in 
consequence of the anomalous nature of the whole proceedings, and the 
declaration that the contending parties were not to be considered at war 
with each other, an opinion not participated in by the Germanic Con- 
federation, as appeared by their 46tbrprotGcoJ, that General Chassd had 
some excuse for his appaient supinenjss, from the supposition that tiie 
formality of a summons would have preceded any positive attack. His 
letter in reply to that of Marshal Gerard bears this construction. Be 
this as it may, an operation that is usually attended by considerable loss 
to the besiegers, was effected without the slightest obstruction, and this 
mtlooked for advantage was enhanced by the artillery having simulta- 
neously traced out and commenced the construction of the batteries, 
twelve in number, at the same moment tliat the engineers were em- 
ployed in defining the parallel, an occurrence almost unprecedented in 
former sieges. We have dwelt upon this point, not only because we 
consider it to have been a serious error, however occasioned, on the 
part of the besieged, but because it seemed to form one of a series of 
instances wherein the besieged appeared deficient in vigilance and 
activity. The system of reserving or husbanding the means of defence 
until the near approach of the enemy shall render every shot more 
effective, cannot hold good when the attacks are commenced at a dis- 
Umce which may be considered as less than half of that usually deter- 
mined upon for the opening of the first parallel. 

At daybreak on the morning of the 30th, the covering parties were 
withdrawn into the parallel, or places under cover, behind some of the 
numerous adjacent buildings, and Colonel Auvrs^, sous chef de I’etat 
major, was despatched with a flag of truce, which produced the follow- 
ing correspondence between the Marshal and General Chassd: — 

Berehem, near Antwerp, 30th Nov. 1832. 

** Monsieur le General, ' 

** 1 have arrfvipd before the citadel of Antwerp at the head of the French 
army, with a mission from iny government to reclaim the execution of the 
treafy of the 15tli Noi\ 1831, which guarantees to his Majesty the King of 
the Belgians possession of this fortress, as well as the forts thereon depend- 
ing,^ on both sides of tlje Scheldt. 

„ " I hope to fliid you disposed to admit the justice of this demand. If, eon- 
tmty to my expectation, it should be others^, 1 am charged to inform you 
that 1 mean to employ the means at my disposal to obtain possessioa of the 
citadel of Antwerp, 

** The operations of tbo siege will be directed against the external foces of 
tb^ citadel, and al,though the weakness of the fortifications on the side near 
>x^ ^ Mfcd th^ tfovet of the houses, oflfer toe advdtttag® for attaeiking; I 
t take of them, t hiVe theti to expect* in eonlbntaitjr mti 
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^he laws of wjwf, attd tbo usagos eonstantly observed^ that you will abstain 
from any apeoies of hostility against the city. I shall occupy a portion of it, 
with the sole view of preventing anything that might expose it to the fire of 
your wtillery. A bombardment would be an act of useless barbarity, and a 
calamity for the commerce of all nations. 

“ If, notwithstanding thhse considerations, you should fire on the town, 
France and England will exact indemnities equivalent to the damage done 
by the fire of the citadel, forte, anpd ships of war. It is impossible that >ou 
yourself cannot foresee that, in such case, you would be responsilfie for the 
violation of a usage respected by all ciYili/.ed nations, as well as for the evils 
that must result. I await your reply, and trust it will suit you to enter forth- 
with into negotiation with me for surrendering the citadel of Autwori) and 
forts depending upon it. —Receive, &o. 

" To General Chass6, (Signed) Comte Gerard, &c." 

&c. &c. &c.” 


Citadel of Antwerp, 30th Nov. 1832 . 

“ Monsieur le Marechal, 

** In reply to your summons, which I have this instant received, I apprize 
you, Monsieur le Marcclial, that I will not surrender the citadel of Antwerp 
until I shall have exhausted all the means of defence placed at my disposal. 

“ I will consider the town of Antwerp neuter so long as no use is made of 
the fortifications of the town, or exterior works depending on it, whose fire 
might be directed against the citadel or Ti^te de Flaudrc, including the forts 
Burght, Zuyndreoht, and Austruwiel (St. Hilaire), as well as the tlotilla sta- 
tioned in tbo SclieUU before Antwerp. It must bo understooil, as a matter 
of course, that the free communication, by the Scheldt, with Holland, as it 
has hitherto taken place, must not be interrupted. 

“ I learn, with surprise, that^ whilst your Excellency is engaged in nego- 
tiations, hostilities have been commencefl, by opening offensive works under 
the very fire of our cannon ; consequently, I have the honour to apprize you, 
that if, by mid-day these works are not discontinued, I shall find myself 
under the necessity of preventing them by force. — Receive, &c. 

(Signed) Chasse.'* 

“ To Marshal Gerard, 

&c. &c. &c.” ' 


At mid-day precisely the garrison opened its fire, but with trifling 
efl^ct, the range of the shells was uncertain, and it was observed that 
the greater portion either fell short; nr buried theiiisclves without ex- 
ploding. At three p.m. Marshal Gerard despatched a flag of truce, 
with the following letter, to which General Chassd replied’ in the even- 
ing:— 

“ Berchem, near Antwerp, 30th Nov. 1832. 

“ Monsieur le General, • 

“ The first hostilities are in theicannon-shot that you have fired on my 
troops *, at the very moment 1 received your letter of this day's date. The 


* We confess ourselves much inclined to agree with General C'has.s4 in his argu- 

ment, as regards the first act of hostilities, and construction to be put on Montebello 
and the other works alluded to. According to all the received usages of wap, the 
first, and, indeed^ one of the most imjKH-eam, acts of hostility, is the action of breaks 
ing ground, which the Marshal designates as** dtspMiiions.'* Marshal Herard sayb 
that he reposcii hw proceedings on the examples of 17^16 and 1722." Now, if we 
are not much mistaken, neither Montebello, the counter-guard, or any of tjie ex- 
terior works were then ui existence^ besides, if they had been, we cannot conceive 
how it is fpsibiie to-eensider theafi as not belonging to the body of the place, more 
,e«^iaUy, , since they m contained within the glacis and covered way. Montebello 
Wpaod adwoed, M sot a detach^^ work ; but this cannot be said of 
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cutting the dykes near Liefkenshook on the 21st and 25th instant, and the 
shot fired at "the Belgian officer, might be considered as a rupture of the 
armistice, much more than the dispositions commenced on the ground occu- 
pied by me before the citadel. Before opening my fire, I wished to offer you 
the means of pi-esersing the city of Antwerp and its population from the evils 
of war ; and, for this desirable purpose, I offered fo renounce the advantages 
presented to me by an attack from the side of the houses, by restricting myself 
to the external faces. The lunette Montebello is necessarily comprised in 
the latter, as well as the counter-guards and works not forming a part of the 
body of the place, properly speaking. 

“ In acting thus, I have reposed on the examples of the sieges of 1746 
and 1792, during which the town, by mutual consent, was considered neuter, 
without, however, the besiegers losing the faculty of extending their works 
to the extreme defences. If, whilst I a^ail myself of this faculty, you seize 
this opportunity to fire on the city, I shall be entitled to attack your citadel 
from the side that best suits me, and you know the disadvantage that must 
then result to your defence. 

“ If, for the preservation of the town, I may consent not to employ the 
internal batteries against the Tete de Flandrc, I cannot on this account 
admit that you shall presene the right of freely navigating the Scheldt. 
This, on my part, would be equivalent to besieging without blockading you. 
It is my duty, then, Monsieur le General, in the interest of your honour and 
your humanity, to urge you to conclude arrangements by which the city 
may be placed as neuter between you and me, reminding you that the whole 
responsibility of a refusal must fall on yourself. 

(Signed) Marshal Gerard.” 

“ To General Chass6, 

&c, &c. &o.” k 

“ Citadel of Antwerp, 30th Nov. 1832. 

“ Monsieur le Marc dial, 

“ In reply to your Excellency’s second le1?ibr of this day, I have the honour 
to inform your Excellency, that at the moment you made propositions not to 
attack the citadel from the town side, your troops were occupied without in 
erecting offensive w^orks against me, which I found myself compelled to 
oppose. It is on your part, therefore, Monsieur le Marechal, that hostilities 
have commenced. However, neither the fortifications of the town of An- 
twerp, nor the detached works and forts can ever be permitted to be made 
use of to besiege the citadel, and I apprize you. Monsieur le Marechal, thift at 
the first gun-shot fired from any of these points, I shall consider the town as 
haling assumed an hostile attitude, that may expose it to total ruin, of which 
the fiercest results must fall personally on your Excellency. It is most in- 
contestable, Monsieur le Marechal, that the abovemen tioneu works W'cre con- 
structed for the defence of the place, and not to attack the citadel. It is 
thus that they always have been considered and acknowledged by the mili- 
tary authorities of Antwerp. 

“ The free communication with Holland by the Scheldt, which has always 
existed, is a point so just, that it cannot be conceded by me, nor am 1 able to 
comprehend how this communication can be detrimentAl to your operations 
of attack. « 

“ You see by these propositions, Monsieur le Marechal, that I am well- 
disposed to spare the^ town, as, indeed, my conduct has too well proved 
during two years, notwithstanding the reiterated provocation of the inhabit- 
ftnts and military authorities. 

“ To Marshal Gerard, (Signed) Chassb.” 

&c. &c. &c.” 


the counter-gpuard, which, to all intents and purposes, must be held as forming an 
integral part of the defences. It might as well be argued thatM ravelin or tenaille 
before a curtain is not comprised within the iffunediate workrof any given fortress. 
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The frequent menaces of bombardment made by General Chased, 
combined with the recollection of what had occurred in 1830, had 
led the greater portion of the inhabitants, indeed, all Europe, to look 
upon the destruction of the city as nearly inevitable ; thus, the arrival 
of the French army, and the commencement of operations, was tlie 
signal for general emigration, or for the removal or concealment of all 
such property as could be transported. Every precaution was, how- 
ever, taken by the authorities to anticipate misfortune and preserve 
tranquillity, whilst detachments of firemen and engines were sent from 
all the principal towns in Belgium, in readiness to act in case of confla- 
gration. In order, however, to prevent all collision between the Dutch 
and Belgians, and thus to deprive General Chassd of any legitimate 
pretext for firing on the town, the Belgian troops were withdrawn from 
the parts bordering on the citadel, aifd their places occupied by a de- 
tachment of French troops, according to a convention, of wliich the 
following is an extract, signed between the Marshal and Governor on 
the 29Lh : — 

“ The lunette Montebello shall be given up to the French troops. Five 
hundred men shall have permission to pass through the town every day, by 
the Malines gate, to occupy the first line of posts. The gates of the city 
shall remain occupied by Belgians, who will aKo maintain the second line of 
defences.” 

The natural fears of a timid and mercantile population, combined 
with their terrified remembrance of the past, and their ignorance of 
what might be termed the ‘i stale-mate^* given to Cliasse by the over- 
powering strength of the city batteries, still maintained considerable 
alarm, and this was augmented to a general panic, when, upon the 
opening of the French batteries, and an accidental falling into the 
streets of the city, nearest the burned arsenal, of three or four shells, 
some officious persons in authority recommended all such inhabitants as 
still remained, either to fly, or prepare Jbr the worst emergency. Con- 
fidence and courage, however, promptly revived, and at the end of 
twenty- four hours all apprehension of a bombardment subsided. Many 
persons who had abandoned the city returned to their houses, whilst 
several foreign officers and strangers flocked from different countries to 
witness the operations : amongst these were a few British. But it was 
remarked with surprise that, with the exception of Colonel Webber 
Smyth, of the Horse Artillery, and Captain Biandreth, of the Engineers, 
no other officers of their departments were present. The reverse had 
been expected, both from the vicinity of Antwerp* and from the rare 
opportunities aflbrded in modeiA times for obtaining practical informa- 
tion in the art of pieges ; and we may safely affirm that such an occasion 
of witnessing some of the interesting operatioi\3 executed by the French 
engineers, is not likely to be a matter of early occurrence. The above- 
mentioned two officers assiduously followed the works, and )yere 
constantly seen in the most advanced approaches and batteries.* In 
consequence of many suspicious persons having hovered about the 
head- quarters, and penetrated into the trenches, strict orders were issued 
by Marslial Gerard to exclude every one^ unless provided with a written 
pass. These permissions, signed by Lieutenant-General St. Cyr Nugues, 
Chief of the Sfaff, were accorded, without difficulty, on application 
through the regular channels, and we feel ouraelves bound tg^acknow* 
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ledge the civility and good-hutnour of generals, officers, and soldiers, m 
showing tlie trenches and batteries, and giving every information ill 
their power. 

During the day of the 30th, an attempt was made by the engineers 
to drain off some of the water that particularly incommoded the centre 
and left of the trenches, hy opening the sluices of Kiel, and others in 
its vicinity ; but although a fall of fifteen inches was thus obtained, it 
had'dittle permanent effect, from .the continuance of the heavy rains, 
“ c mud and water in many parts being above two feet deep. The 
working parties were occupied as usual in widening and strengthening 
the parallel and approaches, and in establishing banquettes in different 
directions. The artillery were actively engaged in completing the bat- 
teries, of which ten, including Montebello, for guns and howitzers, and 
two for mortars, were already in an advanced state, and it was sup- 
posed, that tliirty-six hours would suffice to bring up the guns, so as to 
0 {)en the fire on the third morning. During tlie day, the garrison 
maintained a steady fire, but the intervals between the shots were 
longer than is ordinary in such cases. At three i^.m. the trenches were 
relieved by one brigade of infantry, and detachments of flankers, and 
during the "remainder of the siege this operation was always performed 
about that hour. 

Whilst these events were passing, the division Achard was occupied 
in watching the right bank of the Scheldt, and in attempting to place 
Forts la Croix and St. Philippe in a state of defence ; but the deplorable 
condition of the roads rendered it impossible for them to bring up more 
than one gun and two howitzers. On the left bank General Sebastiani 
took possession of tort St. Marie, the firj^^tof which crosses with that of 
St. Pliilippe exactly opposite. Detachments were thrown out upon the 
dykes of Doel and Lielkenshoek, wliich fort, as well as those in front 
of Antwerp, were summoned, but their commander returned an ener- 
getic and negative reply. The Dutch vessels moored opposite Doel, 
and as liigli up as Fort St. Hilaire, exchanged fire with the French 
detachments, and endeavoured to incommode them in their operation®, 
they were briskly replied to from some field-pieces and musketry, but 
witli little effect on either side. The gun-boats in the Scheldt, under 
the command of Colonel Koopman, maintained their position opposite 
the citadel, and, as the Dutch at Tete de Flandre were observed to have 
unmasked two or three embrasures on the town, the Belgians con- 
structed a new batteiiy for six guns on the quay. 

Second night, 30th Nov. to 1st Dec.^Five approaches were pushed 
on in front ot the first parallel, two in the direction of the capital of the 
Toledo bastion, two upon that of Che lunette St. Laurent, and a fifth, 
terminating in a place of arm's, on the extreme left. The superabun- 
dant strength of the garrison, — which exceeded, by more than 2000 
merff the number required according to fixed principles, and which, in the 
4te instance, must have been a source of inconvenience, rather than 
an advantage, — combined with the determined character of the gover- 
nor, iiad led the besiegers to expect that the night would not have been 
permitted to pass without a* vigorous sortie. Vigilant preparations 
were therefore made, to repulse any attempt of this nature, but nothing 
occuned, and by daylight the trenches as well as batte&les were nearly 
completed. The fire of the gwrrism, languid during the night» increased 
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in vigour after sun-rise. It was remarked, timt tMs ^*Vraa fftuemHjr 
hottest from seven until nine in the forenoon, and from to 

three p.M. At all times, however, they kept up a sharp discharge "bf 
musketry and rampart guns, whibh was replied to from the parallS and 
place of arms, the crests* of which were smrmountcd with sand-bagS, 
whence the covering parties, mounted on the banquettes, replied with 
constancy. The day was occupied in improvirjg the work of the night, 
and in cutting drains to carry off water, wherever the nature of life level 
permitted. It was found necessary also to cover the bottom with single 
or double rows of fascines, but in some parts even these precautions 
were insufficient to produce a foundation sufficiently solid to resist the 
pressure of heavy guns. The artillery were actively engaged in pre- 
paring the service magazines, and in laying down the platforms and 
bringing up the pieces to tlie tails of the different communications 
through which they were to be conveyed to their respective batteries. 
On the right this was a matter of less difficulty ; hut on tlie left, the 
marshy and impracticable nature of tlic ground presented the most 
serious obstacles ; and, as it was the Marshal’s intention to open the 
whole of his fire simultaneously, considerable delay was anticipated, 
and, indeed, a question arose, whether it would eventually be poasiblO 
to drag up the pieces to the batteries on the extreme left This was 
effected, as will afterwards appear, by a bold and unprecedented 
manoeuvre. 

During the afternoon an attempt was made by some soldiers of the 
garrison, disguised as peasants, to set fire to some of the numerous 
buildings bordering on the covered way of 8t. Laurent. After partially 
effecting their purpose with«^reat courage, they were discovered and 
driven hack, Ij is a matter of surprise, considering the number of 
these buildings, independent of the hedge-rows, railings, and low wails, 
that mask the ground in front of the defences, that General Chassd had 
not earlier taken precautions to destroy them. One can well compre- 
hend the motives of humanity that dictated such forbearance, hut self- 
(kfence in war is a paramount consideration, to which the finer feelings 
of humanity must, unfortunately, give way. It is true that, upon first 
declaring the city “ in a state of siege,” in Sept. 1830, General Chfissd 
gave a noble example by destroyrng a house of his own within a short 
distance of the covered way, but the destruction was confined to this 
single building. We shall quote an extract from an original letter, 
dated on the 27th May, 1831, and addressed by the General to the 
Commissaries of the Conference^, on the subject of the offensive works 
then carried on in this spot by the Belgians. The passage does the 
highest honour to* the disinterested jsentinients of the gallant veteran. 
After remonstrating against the works alluded to, he says, — 

“ This morning they have been seen actively working at a manufacture of 
fascines (attelier de fascinage) at musket-shot distance from the capital of 
the lunette St. Laurent, within the enclosure of a small property belonging 
to myself, and of which I was the first to destroy the dwelling-house, on the 
occasion of our being declared in a state of siege. This new devastation ia 
a matter of indifference to me, and I shouJd rejoice if all those that may 
result from this state of afi'airs, coufd be concentrated in it alone.*' 

J'rom 1st to sSl Dec. — ^Two zig-zags were added to the approaches 
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tlirown up the previous night. One from the centre' in the (direction 
of the gorge of St. Laurent, the other on the right diverging towards 
the curtain between the Toledo and Hernando bastions. The heavy 
and incessant rains sorely incommoded tlie workmen, and impeded the 
arming of the batteries ; the attention of the engineers was directed 
to diminishing these evils, which, in despite of facines and fratnes, 
rendered some part of the trenches almost impracticable. Numerous 
banquettes were established in front, and steps cut in the rear of the 
trenches, the crests of wliich were generally furnished with sand- bag 
loop-holes. ' Soon after daybreak a sally was made by the garrison, in 
the direction *of the left of the parallel. About 600 men, under the 
command of a field-officer, and covered by a heavy fire of shot, shells, 
and rampart guns from the bastions and St. Laurent, debouched by the 
sally-bridge on the right flank of the ravelin, and gallantly advanced 
up to the crest of the trench ; but the covering parties being prepared, 
they were instantly repulsed, with trifling loss on both sides. On the 
other hand, the French post at the Melk-huys was dislodged by the 
raking fire of the gun-boats, and the Dutch maintained an advanced 
picquet in this direction, showing a disposition to cut the dyke; an 
operation, which, had it been eflectually practised, might have inun- 
dated the ground from tlie banks of the river up to the Kiel road. 
But this road being elevated on an embankment, forms a dyke to the 
country between it and the Malines Chausst^e. This is worthy of obser- 
vation, as various erroneous opinions were put forth as to the power of 
General Chasse to inundate the left and centre batteries at spring-tides. 
It appears, however, that such a measure is impracticable, the chaussee 
being elevated about thirty inches above the highc^ water-mark. 
Measures were taken to ascertain this fact by the French engineers, 
and thus no alarm was felt by the marshal. The fire from the fortress 
was by no means vigorous, but it was remarked that the practice of the 
Dutch gunners was highly praiseworthy, — one piece in the salient of 
St. Laurent, the range of which enfiladed the road from Wyerick, con- 
siderably annoyed tlie advance of the pieces and ammunition from the 
park. On the left bank, the little garrison of fort Burcht made a 
sally, and succeeded in efl'ecling a cut in the dyke, which completely in- 
sulated this fort. In the mean time. General Sebastiani's dctacliments 
had to sustain a heavy cannonade from the vessels of war moored op- 
posite the dykes. The casualties during the day and previous night 
were comparatively trifling. The surgeons established their field- 
hospital in the real; of the first parallel. The slightly wounded were 
conveyed to the church of St. Laurdlit, where they received the first 
dressing, and were then removed to the temporary hospital at Hoboken, 
and fronv thence to Malines anU Louvain. All severe cases were 
transported on bearfers to the hospital in Antwerp, where they were at- 
tended by French and Belgian surgeons. The advantage of such a dis- 
position requires no comment ; and as tlie wounded were thus spared the 
Jiain of removal after amputation, the number of deaths was incredibly 
small. 

The^.Jigbt cavalry of tbq advanced guard was employed in jpa- 
troling the frontier, where there was Inot the slightest symptom of any 
intention on the part of the Prince of Orange to move^ the succour of 
the place, ludeedi when we consider that his royal highness (exclusive 
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of probable motives of policy) had little more than 45,000 effectives^ 
^vith about 80 pieces of cannon, to oppose against 60,000 Belgiena 
and 30,000 disposable French, with nearly 200 guns, — it can be no 
matter of surprise that ho remained a passive spectator of the operations. 
To have ventured an attack would have been an experiment too ha- 
zardous to be undertaken without the promise or certainty of support 
from Russia ; and although a* Prussian corps of 28,000 men^had its 
head-quarters at Crefeld, its advanced posts near the Meuse, *and its 
reserves at Cologne and Dusseldorf, still there was no certainty of its 
making any hostile movement, or supporting any offensive operations 
on the part of the Dutch. Even admitting that the numbers of the 
two armies liad been more equal, the measure would have been dan- 
gerous. To have advanced by the Breda and Turnhout roads on Ant- 
werp, would have exposed his left flanlc and rear to have been turned by 
the Belgian first and third divisions, and thus left the road to Bois le 
Due and 'lilbourg completely open, and endangered his retreat. 
Whilst had lie thrown forward liis right, and refused Ids left, and en- 
deavoured to have made a dash on Brussels by tlie routes of Diest and 
Louvain, th^ combined forces would have placed their main body on the 
advantageous position of the two rivers Nette ; and whilst their right 
masked Maostricht, their left would have been in readiness to operate on 
the right flank and roar of the advancing army, and thus endangered its 
communications, and cut off its retreat from Holland. 

It has been omitted to mention that a Dutch lieutenant of artillery 
deserted from the citadel prior to the commencement of operations. 
This miserable man communicated some valuable information as to the 
amount of guns and interior defences. His picture of the casemates 
and state of the garrison was borne out by subsequent facts. For the 
honour of Holland we ought to remark, that during the progress of the 
war, few native soldiers have abandoned their colours, and only this one 
oflicer, who, in reply to questions put to him, could adduce no motive for 
his disgraceful conduct. 

_^2d to 3(1 Dec. — Four zig-zags were made in front of the approaches 
on the right and centre, and a half parallel to complete thejdace of arms 
was constructed on the night of the 30th, on the left. - Several boyaus 
were also thrown up in its rear, with the hope of meeting dry ground 
for communications, but no solid bottom could be obtained. , The heads 
of the zig-zags were now pushed within 135 yards of the foot of the 
glacis. The progress made by the artillery this night was of immense 
importance. 'J'lie batteries Nos. 1 (commencing with Montebello on 
the right) 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 9, with two for ^^rtars in the rear of 
the centre and lefl;ofthe first parallel^ were completely armed and ready 
to be unmasked at a moments notice. Th^ compact and handsome con- 
struction of these batteries, the solidity of their parapets and service 1 
magazines, were much admired. The operation of arming Nos, 7, S, 
and 10 on the extreme left, was impeded by tlie difficulties of thg 
ground ; and in the latter, more especially, by one of the 24-pounders 
having upset at the mouth of the communication, thus precluding the 
possibility of bringing up the others. Several hours’ labour was re- 
quired to extricate the fallen piece, which had become imbedded in the 
mud, and it wasfonly by immense exertions that this could be effected, 
and the passage cleared. The working parties were principally occu^ 
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pied during the day in widening and completing the excavations of the 
ni^ht, particularly the left advanced half parallel, where considerable 
height was given to the parapets by banquettes and half cavaliers, esta^ 
blished through its whole length. A steady fire of musketry was kept 
up from this point on tlie ramparts and embrasures, which was effec- 
tively replied to by the besieged with their rampart guns and biscayans. 
Every eftort was made to render the communications leading to tho 
batteries more practicable for artillery, but in despite of an immense 
quantity of fascines and other materials employed, it was found im- 
possible, in some parts, to form any firm foundation ; an obstacle in- 
creased by the continued rains and the filtrations from the small 
springs, rills, and ditches that intersected the ground in front of the 
prolonged faces of St Laurent Notwithstanding the professed neu- 
trality of the ilelgians, three companies of artillery of that nation were 
employed in aiding to construct the batteries ; the number of French 
artillery, six companies, being insufficient to man and work them. 
Marshal Gerard was desirous to have employed Belgians; but the 
diplomatists very judiciously interfered, and the Belgians confined their 
assistance to tlie mere spade-work, until a reinforcement of seven com- 
panies of French artillery arrived by forced marches. Three Belgian 
officers of engineers, and three of artillery, were however attached to 
Generals llaxo and Neigre, for the sake of reporting proceedings to 
the chiefs of their respective departments at the head-quarters, which 
were established at Antwerp. A Dutch soldier having Attempted to 
desert by the burned arsenal, was fired '•on by his comrades. The 
French sentinel, mistaking this for an attempted sortie, discharged his 
piece ; the picket turned out, and it was v.ot until two or three vollies 
were fired, that the mistake was discovered. A trifling sortie was at- 
tempted from the right flank of the covered-way of the ravelin, but was 
repulsed without the covering party quitting the half parallel. There was 
neither vigour nor force sufficient employed on these occasions. They 
were, moreover, executed in the day-time, when they could be imme- 
diately detected and galled as they filed out of the covered-way, and thus 
exposed to loss ere they were enabled to form on the glacis, or return 
the fire from the.place of arms. 

3d to 4th Dec; — The second parallel was traced and commenced ; 
its right leaying on the foot of the glacis of the counterguard ; its centre 
and right 130 yards distant from the place of arms in the covered-way 
of bastion Toledo ; and its left terminating to the right of the covered- 
way of St. Laurent, at the distance of 90 yards from its crest, and 15 
yards from the foot of its glacis. The extreme half parallel on the left 
was projected beyond the boom chaussde in the direction of the salient 
of the covered-way of the lunette Kiel, Banquettes in front, and steps 
in the rear, were established throughout ; these were the more neces- 
sary « in this quarter, as the water nearly filled the trench to a level with 
the terre plein. The'* length of the second parallel was 1250 yards, 
occupying altogether with its approaches from the first parallel, 3025 
yards of ground. By extraordinary exertion the batteries Nos. 7, 8, and 
10 were armed this night. The unsound nature of the ground bqde 
defiance to all the exertions of the men and horses, and the resources 
of art. A bold plan was therefore projected, and successfully executed. 
A passage was cut in tlie parapet and reverse oi the left cymmunica* 
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bou neRr the Kiel road» the trench was filled up witli faBcineSy the 
ground sounded in front, and found substantial. A few additional 
horses were then harnessed to each piece; they were dragged ' out in 
front of the parallel, completely exposed to the lire of the besiegers, at 
the distance of 220 yards, and brought round to batteries Nos. 7 and 8, 
without accident to the guns, g.nd with very trifling casualties amongst 
the artillerymen. Marshal Gerard thus speaks of this operation, in his 
letter to the Duke of Dalmatia, dated 4 th December : — 

“ I ought to state, Monsieur lo Ministre, that I was astounded to the 
utmost excess, at their obtaining a result so satisfactory. It is impossible, 
without seeing it, to imagine that human efforts could accomplish such an 
enterprise." 

Had a bold and vigorous sortie been made during the moment of this 
perilous and daring enterprise, well supported by the fire of the place, 
the confusion and loss to the besiegers must inhillibly have been great ; 
but on this, as on sundry other occasions, favourable opportunities 
were unfortunately thrown away by the garrison, which justified 
the opinion generally entertained, that they were more inclined to con- 
fine tnemselves to a passive defence, and to trust ratlier to the skill and 
courage of their artillery than to the science of their engineers, and the 
valour of their infantry. It may, indeed, be affirmed that the whole 
merit of the defence rested with the gunners, whose conduct cannot be 
too highly appreciated. 

OPENING AND PROGRESS OF THE BESIEGING BATTERIES. 

The whole of the battcrioi being completely armed, at eleven a.m. 
the embrasures were unmasked, and the signal being given by a shot 
from No. 5, they opened their fire from centre to flanks, and maintained 
it steadily during the day. The disposition of the batteries was as 
follows : — 
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The garrison, which had hitherto shown itself on the parapets, now 
retired behind the ramparts, and the men not on duty were confined to 
the casemates. Their artillery replied with animation, unmasking 
several new embrasures against the batteries erected upon the prolong- 
ations of the faces, and maintaining a vigjorous discharge from the guns 
and mortars under the blinds in the retired flank of Paciotto. Gene- 
rally speaking, the blinds raised over the embrasures on the faces and 
salients, from being exposed to a raking fire, especially from the 
long howitzers, were seen to give way, and may be said to have pro- 
duced embarrassment rather than security. The advantage of these 
works, in all points protected from flank fire, is unquestionable ; but wc 
are not prepared to fidniit their utility when exposed to the action of 
ricochet on their flanks. It iil necessary to observe, that Gener.il 
Chasse, in his official report, lays great stress on the destructive and 
“irresistible*’ cifect of what lie terms llie “ Paixhans** howitzers. 
This is an error: the only howitzers employed were those of the new 
model, — improvements on the Russian licorne. Ft is true, the first idea 
of this improvement was suggested by the scientific officer in question, 
but the long howitzer used by the French is totally difleyent from the 
cannon bomb thatow'es its name to Colonel Paixhans. Several mortars 
and guns on Colonel Paixhans’ plan were mounted in the city batteries, 
but from motives which are best known to the Committee of Artilleiy 
and General Neigrc, none of this model were employed. The im- 
portance attached by General Chasse to^the power of howitzer fire is 
worthy of attention ; it aflbrds a striking proof of the advantage of using 
hollow projectiles either cn ricochet or ptynt blank. 

Whilst on the subject of the battering guns, it must be observed that 
the whole were of brass, of peculiar beauty, with improved limbers and 
trains ; the prejudice existing in the French artillery against the em- 
ployment of iron guns is too well known to require observation, nor is 
it within our limits to enter into any discussion on the subject. Certain 
it is, howTver, that the fire of brass guns cannot be so quick or constant 
as that of iron pieces, and, on tlic present occasion, the discharge of tne 
French batteries was by no means rapid. For, taking the whole num- 
ber of round shot fired in nineteen days, between eleven a.m. on the 
4th to nine a.m. on the 23d, at 33.000, it will give about 1736 per 
day, and the average number of 21 and 16 pounders, exclusive of 
howitzers and mortars, being about 40, it will only allow ' 72^1 per 
hour, or somewhere about 43 shot per gun during 24 hours. The 
quantity of 8-incIi howitzer shells expended was nearly 16,000, the 
number of the howitzers 20 ; this^gives a lesser proportion. The mor- 
tar batteries, comprising nearly 40, fired about 14,o0O rounds, by which 
it will be seen that there was no excessive expenditure of ammunition 
compared with'the mass of guns. 

Although the 'casualties in the batteries and trenches had increased 
since the commencement of the fire, the loss in killed and wounded was 
extremely trifling ; this must be attributed to the remarkable solidity of 
the cpaulements, and not to /iny want of skill on tlie part of the Dutch 
gunners. The precision of their aim, especially with their long glins, 
was generally praised. 

In the mean while, the besiegers watched, with anxiety, the effect of 
their fire, which was seen to tell with force, especially on the faces of the 
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Toledo bastion, where two guns were silenced, and before nightfall the 
embrasures, merlins, and some of the blinds, were found to 'have given 
way, whilst videttes, placed on the tower of the church of Notre Dame, 
reported that the howitzer and mortar shells had ignited several portions 
of the interior ; but the |;)esieged succeeded in subduing the flames before 
they effected serious injury. The fire from Montebello appeared to be 
extremely galling to the enenly, and, as the legitimate use of this fort 
by the French was a matter of great doubt, apprehensions vve/e enter- 
tained that General Chasse would at length open his guns on the town, 
but it was not observed that he had remounted any of his pieces on 
the curtain or faces opposite the city, whence they had been removed 
to be employed elsewhere. The evening, however, passed without Jiny 
molestation, and the city w^as looked upon as secure. The loss of the 
besiegers, up to this evening, amounrted to 15 killed, and 20 wounded ; 
that of the besieged, to 1 killed, and 7 wounded, with 3 missing, and 16 
killed and wounded in the sorties. 

The working parties were employed in rendering more perfect the 
communications between the first and second parallel, and in cutting 
steps on the reverses of the boyaiis, in order to admit of easier egress in 
the event of attack. Tlie second parallel was furnished with banquettes, 
and the crest of the parapets topped with sand-bags. The remark- 
able strength and security of all lliese works, part of which were exe- 
cuted by flying sap, weie highly advantageous, and acted powerfully on 
the morale of the young troops. In fact, it is but justice to the French 
engineer officers and sapper^ to state, that from the first opening of the 
trenches up to the last preparation for the ])assage of the ditch, the 
whole of their operations wjre admirable for their beauty and efliciency ; 
lia\ing the air of practice-works thrown up for the instruction of cadets, 
rather than dflensive operations constructed under a galling fire, and 
carried on under great difliculties of ground and weather. 

The batteries having thus opened their fires on the 5th morning, at a 
distance not exceeding 450 yards from the bastions, and within 300 of 
tlic covered-way of St. Laurent, the sap having been pushed on to the 
Toot of the glacis of the latter, and the wall at the gorge having been 
breached, preparations were made for attempting to carry it by escalade ; 
but the time being no object, in comparison with the desire of the Mar- 
slial to spare the blood of his people, and the engineer^ being, more- 
over, anxious to obtain as much practice as possible, and to execute 
some of those operations that arc of rare occurrence in sieges, the pro- 
ject of attacking St. Laurent by a coup de main wtis abandoned for the 
more certain method of a descent into the ditch and mine. 

From 4lh to 5th. — An approacli was pushed on from the second 
parallel, almost ih a direct line, uiion the •salient of St. Laurent, and an 
entry was made in the covered-way by a retiwn to the left. This 
operation at first proceeded without obstruction ; byt about two a.m. 
the garrison discovered what was passing, and •opened a sharn fire of 
musketry from the lunette, and of grape and biscayans from the ram- 
parts. A lodgement was, however, eflected without loss near the spot 
usually occupied by the first traverse. It was remarked with surprise, tnat 
the besieged, having a superabundant garrison, should have abandoned 
the covered-w^y of the lunette, whence they might have sorely galled 
the workmen, and impeded the progress of the sap. The same obser- 



310 


fttEGE OF ANTWERP IN 1832. 


vation nriay be applied to the other covered-ways and places of arms^ 
during the remainder of the siege, they being for the most part slackly 
defended or totally abandoned. 

On the right a boyau was run forward by flying sap from the second 
parallel, in the direction of the Toledo bastion, and ending on the 
boom chaus6(^e, which quits the city at the Beguine’sgate, passes behind 
the gorge of Montebello, and thence running at the foot of the glacis, 
passes between St. Laurent and the ravelin. The tenaille in the rear 
of Montebello was connected by a ramped communication with the 
left flank of the counterguard covering the esplanade. The whole of 
tlie lower part of its left face being skreened from the direct fire of the 
citadel by the covered way in front, a path was made along the berm, 
and a boyau opened through the parapet, near the salient, intended to 
be carried on to the profile of the rfght flank. 

The day was employed, as usual, in giving strength and perfection 
to the labours of the night. Two new mortar batteries (C and D) 
opened their fire at dawn ; thus augmenting the number of these pieces 
to 40, and the total number of guns to 105. It must not be omitted 
to mention that battery A never opened its fire, and was not in fact 
completely armed. The garrison replied to this heavy cannonade with 
becoming ardour, and succeeded in silencing three guns on different 
points." Battery No. 10 was particularly exposed to the fire from Kiel, 
the two ravelins, and bastion Paciotto. In Montebello, the pieces 
being mounted on old and unsound wheels, four out of eight yielded 
to the recoil of their own explosion, aifd were obliged to suspend 
their fire, until fitted with new carriages. It must be remarked that 
these guns were iron, and formed part the original armament of 
that fort. 

In the course of the forenoon, the citadel was oblaerved to be 
Ignited in several quarters, and the whole was enveloped in a thick 
smoke. The flames were, however, subdued by the gallant exertions 
of the garrison ; but the great barracks, church, magazines, and other 
prominent buildings suffered considerably, and already showed that thei^^ 
protection, although strongly blinded, could not long be relied on. 
Some of the stores were therefore removed, and the men sheltered in 
tlie casemates, whvre they suffered much from the crowding and un- 
wholesome atmosphere. The insecurity of the blindages and tempo- 
rary bomb-proofs was a source of great annoyance and peril ; even at 
this early stage, they presented little opposition to the weight or 
violence of hollow projectiles. About noon, a bomb fell into a case- 
mate of this kind, occupied by the 9th regiment of infantry, wounding 
two officers and several men. 

The steady fire of the besiegers began also to tell upon the defences. 
Some heavy guns on tlie faces of Toledo were silenced, and the garrison 
somewhat slackened its fire, being occupied in attempting to repair the 
damaged merlins and embrasures, and bringing up reserve carriages. 
The want of long howitzers, or indeed of other guns mounted on ele- 
vated wheels, in the manner so strongly recommended by Colonel 
Paixhans, was mucli felt, and is a striking proof in favour of the 
doctrines of that scientific oflficer *. It^is justly observed by him, that 

** Nouvells Force Maritime et Application de cette Force k quelqoes Parties du 
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diiritig a long period the same artillery was employed throughout 
Europe for field and battering-trains, as well as for the defence of for- 
tresses or coasts. It is only within half a century that an especial 
mathriel was adopted for the field, another for sieges, and a third for 
coasts; but up to this •present hour, there is no artillery exclusively 
destined or employed for the defence of fortresses ; and yet the quantity 
of cannon required for fortified towns on the Continent amounts to 
nearly two-thirds of the whole mass of artillery required by each state. 
For, taking a given number, say 100, it results that, in France, 10 are 
required for field-service, 4 for battering-train, 20 for coast defence, 
and 66 for fortified towns. 

General Gribeauval, somewhere about 1770, was the first person who 
proposed an amelioration in these respects, by introducing elevated 
rampart carriages, and by reducifig the average defensive guns to 
sixteen; arguing, that it was nut extreme range that was required in a 
defence, but multiplied fire ; justly observing also that the same calibre 
was not required to batter gabions or open temporary works of fresh 
earth as was requisite for battering revetments in masonry, or destroy- 
ing bomb-proofs and strong blindages. Bui with this exception, and 
the partial adoption of vertical fire, the system of artillery defence re- 
mains much as it was in the days of Vauban, whilst that of attack has 
made a rapid and striking progress. 

The objections to the inateriel now in use for fortresses may be 
summed up in a few words, more especially that employed on the Con- 
tinent, where, with the exc-^tion of Sweden, the use of iron guns is 
sparingly adopted : — 1st. Brass ordnance is heavier and more expen- 
sive, it requires a greater number of gunners and a larger quantity of 
powder, it cannot be so repeatedly fired, and is more liable to accident 
than iron of tte same calibre. Thus, for instance, in the late operations, 
seven out of thirty-six brass 24-pounders employed, were rendered unser- 
viceable by their own fire, although this did not exceed 100 rounds per day 
for 48 hours in the counter and' breaching battery, and about 31 in those- 
jTor ricochet. 2d. Its weight renders it almost motionless; and this 
defect can only be obviated by embrasure carriages, or if to avoid tlie 
inconvenience and weakness of embrasures, by employing tlie heavy 
barbettes, which again destroy all powers of motion, andjeave the pieces 
exposed not only to tlie eil’ects of the weather, but to the fixed and 
determined fire of the enemy, without a possibility of moving or shel- 
tering them by a change of position. 3d. Battering cannon are of 
higher calibre than is required for defence. Field artillery is loo light ; 
and, until the introduction of tlie new model long howitzer, tliis species 
of gun was fartfrom answering tltc reouired purpose ; yet even these 
were advantageously employed by the lJutch artillery. 4th. The gar- 
rison carriages commonly in use are infinitely to& heavy to permit rapid 
transport from one point .to another, and the battering carriagps are 
not sufficiently lofty ; and all practical men umlc in acknowledging the 
embarrassments and inconveniences attending barbettes. 

We shall not attempt to point out, nor do wc pretend to know, what 
would be the most efficacious remedy io apply to these defects ; but it 
must strike every one who has paid any attention to the subject, that 
both the gufi 0 and carriages now employed for garrison service are 
incomptitible with the objects for which they are destined, and that 
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amongst tlie earliest improvements ought to be the introduction of an 
intermediate calibre, and a more abundant supply of elevated carriages, 
of light yet solid construction, susceptible of being removed with faci- 
lity from one point to another, or rapidly run up to the parapets and 
withdrawn to the terre-j)Iein to load. ^ 

The besieged endeavoured to remedy some of these defects by em- 
ploying a few 12-poundcrs and 5j^-inch howitzers in the manner 
alluded, to. With these they maintained a galling fire of grape and 
round shot, more injurious and harassing than the discharges of their 
lieavy guns ; the range of which being determined by their position in 
blinded embrasures, could be avoided or guarded against. 

The besieging guns in Montebello having been rei)aired and their 
fire renewed, its shot was found extremely galling to the ravelin and 
St Laurent. A flag of truce wrs therefore sent into the Marshal, 
by Geiieral Chassts and the following correspondence passed between 
them : — 


“ Citadel of AnUverp, 5th Dec. 1832. 

“ Monsieur Ic Marcchal, 

“ The calamities which your aggression calls upon the city of Antwerp, 
whilst negotiations are still ponding for the maintcnanco of peace, appear 
likely to be realized* in all their severity, in consequence of what, 1 trust, may 
be attributed to the mere imprudence of your troops, not dictated by jour 
orders. Notwithstanding my reply (B) of the 30th Nov. 1832, to the letter 
you did me the honour of addressing to me, I ha^ e been frec^uently fired 
upon from Montebello, as well as from the ramparts of the body of the place, 
near the gate des Boguincs. ** 

“ These are deviations from the basis of arrangement proposed by your 
Excellency, as well as those announced in /my answer. It is my duty, 
therefore, witli a view of doing everything in my po^\ev to a\ort a disastrous 
conflict, to warn j our Excellency of this. The consequences cannot but 
fall on the authors of an aggression which, being undertaken at the moment 
that efforts are being made to bring the ncgociations for peace to a conclu- 
sion, and when they no longer depended but on a few trifles, must compro- 
mise these important interests; and which, although undertaken uith such 
powerful means against the point I occupy, appear not to hesitate placing 
stake {metlre stir lejeu) a city whose prcser\ation is reclaimed both by its 
importance and humanity. 

** 1 am under i\xo necessity of calling on your Exccdlency to give some 
explanation on the subject of the transgression which 1 have the honour to 
point out. Fort Montebello is so much a dependence on the fortress, that I 
cannot abstain from replj ing to any further fire directed against me from 
that fort or the ramparts of the body of the place. The inhabitants know 
me too well, as likewise the conduct I have adopted since I occupied this 
position ; a conduct sufticiently appreciated by their Excellencies, the French 
and English Commissaries of the conference, not to discern to whom they 
must attribute the calamity that menaces them, should siinilar provocations 
compel me (to act). 

t (Signed) Ciiasse.*’ 

“ To Marshal Count Gerard, 

&c, &c, &c,” 


“ Head-quarters before Antwerp, 5th Dec. 1832. 

“ Monsieur le General, o 

“ In the letter that I had the honour to address to you on the evening of 
the 30th Nov., in reply to yours of the same date, I clearly* pointed out the 
inarch traced out for me by my instructions, relative to the siege of th^ 
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atadel 1 Onlf reclaim in the name of my govcmmont, the exeeiidon of the 
treaty of the 15 th Nov. 1831, signed and guaranteed. 

“ In attacking the citadel of Antwerp, which you ought to sun*ender to 
me, I only employ the means placed without the body of the town of 
Antwerp ; I cited the examples and the proper law that justified my 
conduct in this respect. Indaking care that you shall not be molested from 
the interior of the place, 1 give you the greatest proof of my desire to spare 
the city and its population, because it oilers moans and positions for attack 
which would speedily entail your ruin, it being my intention to cut you oflf 
from all outward coinrniinication, 

** If, notwithstanding this, you inhumanly sacrifice the city of Antwerp, I 
am prepared to make you feel that such conduct would be as contrary 
to your own interest as it is to humanity, and that you would deplore the 


consequences. 

“ To General Chass6, 
&c. &c. &c.” 


(Signed) “ G«rarp.’* 


Those communications call for one or two observations. To com- 
mence a discussion on the justice or policy of an attack on the citadel, 
after six days’ open trenches, seems superfluous ; and although General 
Cliassd’s conjecture, of the fire of Montebello being the result of an over- 
sight, was a courteous way of giving Marshal Gerard an opportunity of 
“ backing out,” it was not to be supposed that a formidable battery 
should have fired during twenty -four hours vvitliout positive orders. 
The riglit of employing this lunette or the counter-guard as offensive 
works against tlic citadel, niu»t be considered as highly questionable. 
General Chasse looked on it as a “ transgression,” and infraction of 
the neutrality of the place. JLIe was by no means singular in bis 
opinion; for the events of 1746 and 1792 cannot be taken as prece- 
dents. If he wafe in a situation to retaliate, he might, as a matter of 
courtesy and humanity, have written a warning letter, but he ought to' 
have acted on the reply. To menace, and not execute a threat, is a 
mere encouragement to further impunities, and a proof of weakness. 
JHic Governor’s report to his government plainly "(leclares that he was 
wSl pleased not to fire on the town. This letter to Marshal Gerard 
impressed every one with a similar feeling, and gave reason to believe 
that he was already sorely harassed, and determined to^confinc liimself 
to a passive defence. 

General Chasstj complains of having been fired upon from tlie body 
of the place, or rather from the ramparts. Up to the date of his letter, 
not a shot liad been discharged Irom the counter-guard, and at no 
period of the siege was a gun or ’musket fired from the ramparts. The 
most severe and unremitting precautions were adojded by General 
Desprez, chief of the Belgian staiF, and Col6ncl Buzen, commandant of 
the city, to prevent all possibility of such an occurrdiice. OlUcera com- 
manding batteries had strict orders not to fire, unless positively directed 
so to do by written or personal directions from th6 commandant; and 
the utmost vigilance was exercised to restrain the sentinels from com- ' 
mitting the slightest act that might be construed into an aggression, — a 
matter not likely to occur, seeing that ^le Belgian troops occupied 
the second line of defence. ’ 

General Chasyi’a previous bombardment of Antwerp has been 
judged with some severity. On the other hand, it would be the height 
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of injustice not to declare that he is fully justified in calling, to niind 
the forbearance shown by him on sundry occasions since that period^ 
when various infractions of the convention agreed upon between him 
and the delegates from the provisional government of Belgium would 
have borne him out in rigorously employing against the city of 
Antwerp all the means of destruction placed at his disposal. The 
following extract of a letter addressed * to General Chassd, on the 19th 
May, 1831, by the Commissioners of the Conference, is a sufficient cor- 
roboration of this observation : — 

“ Having learned yesterday morning that the Belgians had commenced 
works against the citadel which you command, in contravention of the rights 
of nations qjid all military laws, we lost no time in waiting on the Regent, and 
urged liiin to order the ccwssalion of these operations. Orders wore instantly 
issued to that effect ; but the delay'in the exceutioii had nearly compromised 
every thing. We ha\e admired your prudence, and will make known 
your noble conduct under these trying circumstances.”* 

The opinion of so experienced a soldier and upright a man as 
General Belliard is conclusive, more especially as no one can accuse 
him of undue partiality or bias ; for Belgium had not a more true or 
disinterested friend, nor the peace of Europe a more warm advocate, 
than this lamented and excellent manf. U is colleague, Lord Ponsonby, 
well knowing and appreciating his worth, acted with him on a gene- 
rous principle of confidence and reciprocity, equally honourable to both 
and eminently advantageous to the interests of their respective mis- 
sions. 

From 5th to 6th.— The lodgment effected on the previous night in 
the covered-way of the salient place o£j arms of the St. Laurent was 
prolonged as far as the first traverse. The besieged, who were now 
more on the alert, kept up so vigorous a lire, that the engineers were 
obliged to renounce the flying and to adopt the full sap. The loss in 
this quarter was more serious than on the former night ; and, as time 
was no object, it wap resolved to hazard the mens' lives as little as 
possible. Tims the works advanced witli proportionate slowness. 
lieutenant-colonel of engineers (Morlay) had his tliigh fractured by a 
biscayan, and four sappers were wounded. The lieutenant-colonel had 
met with a similar misfortune in Spain, and had successfully resisted 
amputation ; on being brought to the hospital at Antwerp, he again 
showed the same resolution, in spite of the advice of the surgeons ; and ' 
hopes were entertained of his recovery. 

The boyau debouching from the right of the second parallel, was 
continued across the Boom chauss^e towards the extreme right of the 

* Auguste Belliard, Lieutenant-General Comte et Pair de France. • 

Charles White. 

f Au^ste Belliard, Lieutenant-General, Count and Peer of France, Commis- 
with liord Ponsonby from the Conference to the Belgian government, sub-^ 

, seqiiently Ambassador to the court of King Leopold, llis merits as a soldier are 
recorded in the history of a thousand battle-fields, and his virtues as a man, whe- 
ther in public or private life, were appreciated by all who had the honour of his 
acquaintance. lie was seized with a fit of apoplexy, whilst walking from the 
King’s palace at Brussels across ttuLP^yk, and died two hours after, at his own 
hotel, on the 28th January, IfiSL^t^veUiard, who had a thousand opportunities of 
,.«KrichiDg himself in Italy, Germany, Russia, and Spain, died lekving bfdiind him 
Ihlle bat his sword, ^ j p 
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covercd-\vay of the counterguard. A passage was then cut thtough 
the covered-way, terminating with a return on the terre-plein. Great 
difficulties and some loss were encountered in this operation, especially 
on traversing the chauss^e, where the pavement and hard foundation 
offered constderable obstruction. Gabion after gabion was knocked 
over by the well-pointed fire of the besieged, and it was necessary, on 
more than one occasion, to pause in the work. A lieutenant of engi- 
neers and ten men were wounded, and two killed. *' 

A moment of panic was also created amongst the working and 
covering parties, which tended to impede the operations. The young 
soldiers, who had never before been under fire or employed at night, 
were utterly unprepared jpr the various devices and inflammable projec- 
tiles usually employed on such occasions. They were astounded by 
the novelty and brilliancy of the fire-bafis and rockets thrown out by the 
besieged. Some of these falling into the trenches and saps, caused 
much alarm. The men, as is the common practice, had been told to 
shelter themselves from shells and bombs so long as the fuses burned, 
or until a proper time had elapsed for explosion. Mistaking] these in- 
nocent projectiles for shells, they either lay down or moved away, and 
it required some persuasion on the part of the officers to convince them 
of the object and innocuous nature of the flame, the brilliancy of which 
lighted up the ground for many yards around, giving a livid and ghastly 
colour to all surrounding objects. 

It is scarcely necessary to observe that nearly the whole of the 
French army, excepting the Engineers, artillery, and 65th regiment, 
which latter was formed from the disbanded men of the Royal Guard, 
after the July revolution, was f:oni posed of young soldiers. For inex- 
perienced troops^there can be no lesson so bad as a siege ; none more 
likely to produce a pernicious effect on their minds, and to lead them to 
mistake their duties on other occasions. In the trenches it is incumbent 
on the officers to keep their people snug, and to rej)ress, rather than 
stimulate courage and personal exposure. The soldier is taught to 
•wtch for projectiles, to slielter himself, and cither to run from or crouch 
at their explosion. That which in the open field is looked u])on as an 
act of cowardice, im the trenches becomes a matter of duty. Nothing 
can be more opposite. Place a man in a parallel, afld when shells 
alight you bid him lie close and not expose himself. Let a sortie be 
made, and you require him to rush forward under the hottest fire, and 
then the mere blinking of the eye is regarded as a lack of heart. The 
officer and veteran can reason aijd comprehend the necessity and dif- 
ference, but recruits having been told that it is folly to expose them- 
selves on one occasion, cannot understand it should' be dishonour- 
aide to screen themselves on another, and that, pejrhaps, on the same 
spot, and at an interval of only five minutes. 

The zig-zag in the counterguard having about .three* feet width and 
• four in depth, exclusive of its parapet, was conducted along the parapet, 
nearly to the extremity of the right flank, within 180 yards of the 
counterscarp of bastions Toledo and Fernando. Two lodgments, 
blinded and sheltered with fascinesj, were then established in the parapet, 
each for six rampart guns, intended to tiflie the covered-way of Toledo, 
and to plunge iffto the interior of the lunette. Other lodgments or ex- 
cavations were made for cue, two, or more men to fire on the parapets 
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and curtain of the bastions, which the besieged had surmounted with 
sand hags, from behind which they maintained a smart discharge of 
biscayans, that were found extremely galling to the sap. 

It is almost unnecessary to observe that the rampart guns are heavy 
muskets, carrying a two-ouiicc ball, loaded ,at the breach, and having 
percussion Jocks. Tlie stock is poised on a wooden picket, and the 
barrel remains supported by the parapet, wliich is masked with sand 
bags,* forming loop-holes, only sufficiently large to admit clear sight for 
the marksman. 

One or two companies of volunteers, all picked shots, were se- 
lected for this service, and it was highly interesting to observe the intel- 
ligence and ingenuity of these men, both in forming lodgments and in 
selecting the points best adapted for their fire. 

Some British officers who had gone througli the Peninsular cam- 
paigns, and assisted at the sieges undertaken l)y our people, were 
struck, not only by the admirable workmanship of the French sappers, 
but by the general intelligence of the soldiers. They remarked, also, 
the gigantic provision of men and materiel placed at the disposition of 
the engineers and artillery, and contrasted them with the limited re- 
sources which were furnished to our army, — wliere the valour, constancy, 
and undaunted heroism of tlie soldier were too often made a substitute 
for many deficiencies that were loudly reclaimed by the two grand oflcn- 
sive departments. 

This is not a place for criticising the operations of our own army, hut 
there is no impartial person who served et any of our sieges, or wlio has 
even read the invaluable work of Sir John Jones on that sul)jcct, who 
dpes not feel convinced that the comin^iuler-in-chicf, his officers, and 
soldiers, had difficulties to encounter that could scarcely liave been ac- 
complished by any other troops (in the same space of time) in the 
world ; more especially when the bravery and science of the enemy op- 
posed to them is taken into consideration. AVith how great a sacrifice 
of human life these operations were effected, the returns of liie peiiod 
serve to show. 

The trenches on the left flank of the second parallel having been c*ar- 
ried as far as the nature of the ground and the plan of attack admitted, 
the working parties on that side were merely employed in strengthening 
the parapets*, and endeavouring to drain ofl* some of the water which 
rendered these points nearly untenable, though the weather had much 
improved and the rain ceased. The whole attention of the besiegers 
was now directed towards pushing on the sap in the direction of Toledo, 
and the occupation of the lunette, tvilhoul which latter llie ultimate 
operations could not be effected. , In short, the whole process of attack 
was now confined between the covered-way of the counterguard and the 
capital of St, Laurent, and the plan of the engineer to batter the left 
face of the Toledo bastion began to devclo{)e itself. 

til the mean whilti a steady fire was maintained against the lunette 
Kiel, the ravelin in its rear, and the bastion Pacciotto, whence some 
heavy guns, under cover of the retired flank and strong blindages, 
greatly incommoded the trenches in the direction of battery No. 2, and 
ricocheing into the Malines*^ between Bcrchem and the city, "ren- 
dered the passage somewhat dangerous. , 

^ Abput midnight, a body of about 100 men issued Trom the right of 
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Ae covered-way of tlie ravelin, turned that of St. Laurent on the same 
side, and attempted a rush on the lo<lgment of the capital ; but although 
they came on with great gallantry, they were discovered before they 
had time- to form, and were instantly repulsed by a company of light 
infantry stationed in the place of arms on the left of the second pa- 
rallel. 

These weak and ineffective sallies, which had more the air of recon- 
noitring parties than bold sorties, were difficult to comprehend. *They 
were not sufficiently numerous, they were apparently unsupported, and 
appeared to have no definite object. They scarcely impeded the work 
for an instant, and produced no other effect than exciting and keeping 
the covering parties more earnestly on the qui vive. 

The day was employed in widening the sap in the covered-way of St, 
Laurent, and the approach directed on the left face of Toledo. The 
lodgments in the counterguard were completed, and the branches sur- 
mounted with sand-hng loop-holes for iiiuskctiy. The besieged still 
kept up an animated fire from Toledo, harassing the sap near St. Lau- 
rent. Tlioy were replied to with extreme vigour by all the besieging 
batteries*. The new model howitzers proved extremely effective. Their 
shells, ricocheing from the parapets and tcrre-pleiiis, or plunging into the 
buildings and blindages, were found most destructive. General Chasst^, 
in his report dated tlie 1 0th of December, 1832, thus speaks of them : — 
“ The enemy employed against us pieces of new invention, called Paix- 
lians. Notiling can resist their force, which causes great ravages in 
the buildings and blindages 

This passage is well worth the attention of our Ordnance. The great 
stress laid by General Chas^', in various parts of his report, on the 
destructive effeejs of these 8-inch shells, fully corroborates all that has 
been said and written upon the advantages likely to result from a more 
general employment of hollow projectiles, whether by sea or land. 

During the day the buildings of the citadel were observed to be on 
fire in various quarters, whence large columns of smoke and bursts of 
■^'ttme were seen to ascend. Towards dusk, the grand magazine of pro- 
visions, which had been carefully blinded, was ignited, and burned with 
such fury as to bafllc all efforts to arrest its progress. It was, there- 
fore, left to its fate, and, before midnight, was reduced to cinders. The 
temporary bomb-proof hospital, also rendered as secure as the nature 
of such works admit, was traversed by a shell, and three men were 
killed. 

The insecurity of this latter ^building was a source of gi’eat anxiety 
to the garrison ; and it was therefore determined to convey as many 
of the wounded as* could be removed to the T^te de Flandre. Tlie boats 
of the flotilla were employed for this purpose ; and being brought up 
into the cut leading to the sluice of the citadel, the men were conveyed 
round the covered-way to the water-side, and thence Carried, at pight, 
across the river, into the inundated polders, anct then disembarked at 
the hospital established at the back of the village. 

Towards eleven p.m., a shell fell into the service magazine on the 


This error has already been pointed out. One is also inclined to express some 
surprise at the Diftch artillery being unacquainted with the new-model howitzer, 
which is no secret to our artillory or that of Prussia. 
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Toledo bastion, which blew up with a tremendous explosion, without* 
however, causing other damage than tlie destruction of an 18-pounder. 
A similar accident occurred to a small quantity of powder in one of the 
French batteries. 

The besieged, who had this day thrown a* body of men, with one or 
two cohoms, into the left covercd-way of the ravelin, where they had - 
established a small redoubt or blockhouse in the salient place of arms, 
as weH as another in the re-entering angle, kept up a sharp fire on the 
sap. This important point ought to have been strongly occupied from 
the first moment, and might have been armed with two or three light 
field-pieces or howitzers ; but by some unaccountable omission, these 
important points were not even palisaded, as will be seen by referring to 
the plan of attack. Some of the French batteries being directed to 
point their fire on this quarter, d lieutenant of the 9th infantry and a 
few men were wounded. 


On the frontier no movements took place, nor were any demonstra- 
tions made by, the Dutch against the covering division on the right 
bank. On the left. General Sebastian! was busily engaged in placing 
forts Perle and St. Marie in a state of defence. The curtain of the 
latter, facing the river, had been destroyed during the previous year, — 
the parapets had been levelled, and the platforms removed. Their 
places were, therefore, supplied by a temporary breast-work of gabions 
and fascines ; new platforms were laid down, a powder-magazine was 
constructed, and an efficient cover formed ^or the troops and guns. 

In despite of the almost impracticable state of the roads and commu- 
nications, which were for the most part axle deep, the artillery succeeded 
in dragging some heavy pieces through the mud, and established a bat- 
tery of mortars, 24 and 18 pounders. A few field-pieces and howitzers 
were likewise mounted near tlie Pipe de Tabac above, and at La Perle 
below St. Marie. Epaulements were also made on the dykes, with ban-^' 
quettes for musketry. 

On the night of the 5th, the Dutch squadron, consisting of the Eury- 
dicc frigate (flag-ship), Comdtc and Proserpine corvettes, Medusa 
bomb, two steamers, and 2U gun-boats, under Vice-Admiral de Leeuw, 
bore up, and came to an anchor, with springs on their cables, within long 
gun range of La Perle. General Sebastian! immediately despatched an 
officer to inform the Admiral that no vessels could be permitted to 
mount or descend the stream. 

During the night the ships made no alteration in their position, but 
cleared for action, and at daybreak the Admiral announced, that unless 
the French evacuated' the forts and banks of the river, he should open 
his fire in a quarter of an hour. Shortly after a heavy cannonade com- 
menced, which was replied to by La Perle, whence several howitzer 
sheila fell amongst the gun-boats, and caused them to haul further off. 
The ships, however, being beyond the range of the field-pieces, the latter, 
after a few ineffectual rounds, /i^eased their fire ; but St. Marie opened 
heFs from two mortars and four 24-pounder8, whilst some companies of 
infantry, posted behind the dykes near Lief kenshoekt^ maintained aa 
ineesiant and harassing discharge. 
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The cannonade and musketry fire was vigorously kepi up on botk 
sides, until nightfall, when the fleet, finding it could make no impression, 
weighed anchor, and dropped down towards Liilo, not, however, without 
causing some casualties, and destroying two farms in the vicinity of 
Doe). The loss on both sides was trifling, but a shell having fallen on 
board the Eurydice, mortally wounded the Admiral. Upwards of 500 
musket*shots were found to have struck his vessel. 

The result of this engagement is a strong proof of the disadvantages 
under which vessels of war labour when navigating narrow channels, 
with a rapid tide- way, exposed not only to the fire of land batteries, but 
musketry, more especially when the artillery on shore is enabled to 
make an abundant use of hollow projectiles, the ravages of which, on a 
crowded deck, must be such as to require no explanation. 

It is recorded, that in 1814, nearly on the same spot, a small field 
battery (k fleurd’eau), of two guns and one howitzer, checked the 
descent of some French ships of war from Antwerp, and after maintain- 
ing a cannonade of several hours, without sustaining the smallest injury, 
forced them back with considerable damage and loss. This must in- 
variably be the case, when the contest takes place in rivers between 
wooden floating constructions and solid land batteries ; and, therefore, 
those who speak of a British fleet forcing its way up the Scheldt, and, 
above all, ot its being able to maintain its position in that river against 
the flat land batteries, cannot have devoted much time to investigate 
the difficulties or dangers of the enterprise. 

We have in this afl'air a slrikmg illustration. For one finds a Dutch 
fleet of nearly thirty sail, ably commanded, gallantly manned, formed 
in line of battle, and presenting a battery of nearly two hundred pieces, 
not only checked, but obliged to retire before a few guns, hastily esta- 
blished in a tenf})orary battery. No one can venture to suspect the 
Dutch navy of want of skill or courage, for braver or better seamen do 
not exist. But tlic commander felt that to attempt forcing a passage 
would have risked tlie safety of half his vessels, and thus prudently 
Juiuled out of fire. This is merely mentioned as a matter of considera- 
tion for those who, in treating the question of forcing the Scheldt, 
imagine that a British or French ileeMias nothing to do but to run in, 
and that the forts and batteries that flank the river, frf?m Flushing to 
Breskens, up to Batz, would instantly be demolished. It has been 
shown what St. Marie and La Perle were able to do, though most 
inefficiently armed ; had there been time to provide them with heavy 
guns and mortars, more especially with the canndn bomb and new 
mortars, according to Paixhans’' system, — such as are employed on 
board some of the jvar steamers, and are now mounted by the Belgian 
government in several of their forts, — it is highly problematical whether 
the Dutch squadron could have maintained its ground for half an hour. 

In the meantime, the King of the Belgians arrived at> Antwerp, and 
took up his residence at the palace in the Place *de Meir, where the 
grand head-quarters of the Belgian army, under General Desprez, were ^ 
established. His Majesty, who had left his equipage at Berchem, 
mounted his horse, and rode into Antwerp, attended by Marshal Gerard, 
the Dukes of Orleans and Neraoifrs, and a brilliant corttJge of general 
and staff oiHcersB . The Duke of Orleans being for French duty this 
dey, quitted the lung and returned to Berchem. Amengst the suite of 
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the Princes and Marshal were several young men, whose names struck 
upon the soldier's ear, and awakened recollections of many victories. 
Of these, the most prominent were, the Prince de la Moskwa, and bis 
brother, sons of the brave Ney ; the Prince d’Eckmuhl, son of Davoust, 
the Duke of Istria, son of Bessieres ; and the younger Montebello, son 
of Lannes. 

King Leopold, after minutely inspecting the fortifications and batte- 
ries of the town, rode to the tail of the trenches, near Berchem, and 
then proceeded to examine every part of the offensive works, up to the 
heads of the sap. The manner in which the King exj)Osed himself was 
a source of anxiety to the people in the city, who eagerly watched and 
gladly hailed his safe return. An anecdote is recounted, and corrobo- 
rated by an order of the day from the Marshal, that gave mucli interest 
to this visit. On approaching a dangerous })ortion of the sap, liis 
M^esty met a party conveying a badly wounded sa})per to the liospilal. 
The man had a leg fractured, and had received oilier wounds. Tlie 
King, as it is stated, stopped the ]>arty an instant, to inquire liow and 
where he was wounded. Baising himself up, but not recognizing the 
rank of his interlocutor, the soldier replied, with a firm voice, “ General, 
I*ve lost a leg, at the head of the sap ; 1 was at my post.*' “ If my 
cross and a pension can console you for having lost a limb in my service, 
you shall be satisfied,** replied the King; and, on returning to the 
palace, instantly fulfilled his promise. 

This was the first overt occasion which Leopold had of according 
this favour ; and it was impossible to have met with an opportunity so 
favourable. The place, the time, the manner, and the cause — all con- 
tributed to add interest to the scene. „ It is of rare occurrence that 
sovereigns are enabled to see with their eyes, and reward military merit 
with their own hands, on the very spot where the meritorious action lias 
taken place. The Leopold order could not have sprung forth under 
more favourable or striking auspices ; and up to the present hour, not a 
soldier or officer has received this mark of distinction’ who has not paid 
for it with his blood, or merited it by his courage. 

Differing from most decorations of a similar kind, it has been 
alone conferred on men who were distinguished where all were 
brave. A conjjnon soldier was the first to receive it ; the warm blood 
flowing from his veins, and his fractured limb his only recommenda- 
tion. In our army a universal medal is distributed— not to record the 
valour of the man, but to commemorate the notoriety of the event. 
Honours of a siitiilar nature are distributed ; but when do they reach 
the breast of the subaltern, non-coriimissioned, or soldier? GocT be 
praised ! with us we do not require such stimulants to urge us to our 
auty ; or, if we did, no man would have done his duty — for the stimu- 
lant never was applied. This event, with the name of the sapper, was 
announced to„the army by an Order of the Day. Tliis again was 
exbiting, and prodtreed a happy effect. Tlie French well know how to 
' avail themselves of such opportunities. 


From 6th to 7th. — A batfery of £4 -pounders, established^ near the 
village of Burcht, on the left bank, and another in froptof Hoboken, on 
right, opened a ricochet fire upon the gun-boats) that flanked the 
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French post at the Melk Huys^. The distance was too great to pro- 
duce any decided effect ; but the fire incommoded the vessels, and com- 
pelled them to change their position. Seven, with the steamer, retired 
through the rupture in the dyke into the inundated polders, and the 
other four dropped down and anchored in line abreast of the T6te de 
Fiandre, which position they maintained, with little variation, up to the 
last moment of tlie siege. 

At nightfall, the fire of the besieged, whicli had previously slackened, 
was resumed with increased ardour, especially from the blinded mortar 
battery of Paciotto, from the retired left flank of this bastion, as well as 
from the curtains to the right and left of Toledo. The workmen in the 
sap of the covered way of the counter-guard suffered considerably. 
Five sappers were killed or wounded, and the gabions were perpetually 
displaced. It was on this point that the besieged appeared principally 
to direct their fire. A lieutenant of engineers was wounded by the 
splinter of a shell at the moment the Duke of Orleans was passing ; 
one grenadier was killed, and a lieutenant of infantry and ten soldiers 
weie wounded. 

In the mean time, the sap was actively advanced on the covered way 
of St. Laurent. The first traverse was pierced, and the work continued 
so as to form a cover to the branch in its rear. Two traverses were 
formed by double sap on the right of the trench, running nearly oppo- 
site to the glacis of the left face, and a return was made from this 
towards the covered way, and from thence another branch was pushed 
on almost parallel to the former ; the near approach to the covered 
way of tlie ravelin rendering it necessary to give greater acuteness to 
the angles of the approaches. 

The extreme brilliancy oPthe moon was highly unfavourable to the 
rapid progress, of the works. Objects were rendered as distinct upon 
the hoiizon as during the brightest sunshine. This was not altogether 
'without its advantages to the besiegers ; it prevented much conf^usion 
in the communications, enabled the officers and men to walk from distant 
points under cover of the hedges and intersected ground, and to make 
their observations as well by night as day ; as not a head could appear 
above the daik outline of the elevated ramparts or covered ways without 
being distinctly seen, the tirailleurs and rampart gmi-men were also 
enabled to take deliberate and certain aim, screened uy the shadow of 
the low parapets and approaches. The marksmen placed in the lodg- 
ments of the counter-guard were likewise enabled to distinguish the 
gunners or soldiers in the lunette St. Laurent, and? by a galling lire in 
their rear, obliged them to use nguch caution in standing to the parapets. 

On the left, the trench running parallel to the left face of St. Laurent, 
was furnished with banquettes and loop-holes for Infantry. On the right, 
the approach in the covered way of the countevguard was widened, 
and the lodgments in the counter-guard strengthened. , 

The artillery of the besieged was not idle. In ^despite of the msIkB of 
fire brought upon it, and the destruction of its merlons, embrasures, and 
blindages, the Toledo bastion maintained a spirited fire from its right face 


* This is a building on the banks of the Scheldt, about a quarter of a mile from 
the glacis of the pitadel. It was formerly a cabaret or small tavern, and is near 
the sluice of Eiel.^ 

U. S. JouRM, No. 62. Mar. 1833. 
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on the sap near St. Laurent ; whilst a howitzer and 18 cohoms, esta- 
blished behind the curtain to its left, caused considerable havoc, and 
impeded the approaches on tlie right. 

The Dutch artillery, wliicli, during the whole siege, allied the most 
daring courage and cciiseless activity to a precision of practice not to be 
surpassed, began to employ the vertical fire, — Wliich, from the advancing 
approximation of the offensive works, told efficaciously on the ap- 
proaches, the heads of which were now drawn within 130 yards of the 
left face of Toledo, and 35 from that of St. Laurent. 

The fire from Montebello having breached the top of the wall at the 
gorge of St. Laurent, and injured the palisades of the caponni^re, orders 
were given by CHeneral Chassd to establish an inward palisaded retrench- 
ment behind the former, and to repair tlie other ; but on subsequent 
examination, it did not ap23car that any effective work had been exe- 
cuted to counteract the operation of which this fire was the necessary 
ibrerunner. 

It was intended to have assaulted St. Laurent this evening ; already 
its probable capture was announced by Marshal Gerard to the Duke of 
Dalmatia, under date of the 5th : — “ 'ro-morrow, 1 think,” says the 
Marshal, '* we shall occii])y tiie lunette.” Hut the ground having been 
felt, the reverse was found protected by numerous irons de loup^ the 
wall of the gorge was still little injured, and the rest of the defences 
were in a more eflicient state than was expected. The project of storm 
was therefore abandoned, find the regular process of descent, passage, 
and mine, determined uj)on. 

Where time was no object, it was deemed useless and inhuman to 
sacrifice valuable lives in obtaining a little earlier by force that which 
a little later must infallibly bo obtained by art. Moreover, the French 
engineers were not sorry thus to have an opportunity of; executing the 
descent and passage of a wet ditch ; which is a matter of rare occur- 
rence io the annals of sieges. Under existing circumstances this pru- 
dent forbearance was highly praiseworthy ; but, speaking in a military 
point of view, one is bound to observe that there was no great daring 
shown in the attack of this insignificant outwork, which thus held out 
sixteen days. With the loss of 100 or 150 men, St. Laurent might 
have been carried by escalade, as soon as the place of arms opposite 
its salient and the trench on its left were established ; and the more 
easily, since the covered-way of the ravelin was at that time neither 
defended nor palisaded, and the wood work of the caponni^re itself was 
so feeble as to present little obstacle. Fort Picurina, forming part of 
the advanced works of Badajoz, defended by seven guns and 300 men, 
the gorge extremely strong, was , carried by the British troops on the 
ninth night, without a breach, with the loss of 19 officers and 300 men 
killed and wounded. • 

The range of Mie besieging batteries opposite the city, in the direc- 
tion' of Wylrick and St. Bernard, was not remarkable for its precision: 
many hollow projectiles and some round-shot fell into the Scheldt, or 
dropped upon the esplanade and contiguous buildings. Some acci- 
dents resulted in the streets adjacent to the burned arsenal, attended 
with loss of life, and causing considerable panic in the city. These 
mischances were much magnified; still they were of such frequent 
recurrence as to call forth criticisms on the inaccura^' of the French 
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fire, extremely unjust in most instances, as the round shots were all 
ricochets from the parapets. This error was not altogether rectified up 
to the latest moment of the siege, though repeated directions to that 
effect were given to commanders of batteries ; indeed, it was in some 
measure unavoidable, especially as regarded batteries 11 and 6. From 
the tower of tlie cathedral, or that of St. Andrew, immediately adjacent 
to the burned arsenal, it was easy to watch tlie effect of every, lioJlow 
projectile, and much surprise was created by observing the numbers that 
exceeded their just range. 

It is true that all sliells from the batteries on the right of the centre, 
that missed the citadel and plunged upon the glacis, or the ditch near 
the sluices opposite the Scheldt, were not altogether useless, since they 
endangered the communications betw^ecn the flotilla and garrison ; but 
the number of tlicse as well as others that alighted on the esplanade and 
ditch of the ravelin fronting the city, bore a large proportion to the 
general mass. It was stated by persons who took notes, that out of 
31,000 hollow projectiles hurled upon the citadel, nearly one-eighth ex- 
ceeded their range. Enough, however, fell within the ramparts to 
render the bombardment unparalleled for its duration and effects. No 
language can describe the desolation and havoc produced ; which 
proves that if the garrison showed no extraordinary activity or science 
in tlieir defence, they indisputably evinced a degree of patience, resig- 
nation, and fortitude not to be surpassed by the best disciplined and 
oldest troops. 

Jn proportion as the offtftisivc works approached nearer to the 
fortress, the nature of the attack assumed increased interest, and that 
of the defence displayed greater activity and vigour. Much was still 
wanting to lend it a character of energy and anticipatory vigilance, 
consistent with \hc reputation of the Governor, the strength of his 
garrison, and the abundant resources placed at liis disposal. There 
appeared tliroughout a tardiness, a languor, an absence of that daring, 
harassing alertness, that alliance of science with force, which is the 
criterion of a well-planned and vigorous resistance. During the whole 
siege there is not one action of eclat on record. Passing over the 
slackness of the fire during the first four days, when the position of the 
unfinished batteries was well known, no vigorous sortiS or false alerts 
were made ; the covered-ways Were neither palisaded nor occupied in 
force ; no counter-defences were raised by the engineers to meet those 
attacks that they must have foretold to be the. inevitable conse- 
quence of the advance of the approaches on certain given points ; no 
attempts were made to countermine St. Laurent, or the covered- ways 
or glacis of the ravelin or bastion of Toledo, though the attacks on 
these fiices were plainly indicated, and the precise situation of the 
counter and breaching batteries as clearly defined as though they had 
been already traced out. A numerous — too numejroas — garrison was 
• allowed to remain comparatively idle in its casemates, when they might 
have been employed in various ways, tending to harass the besiegers 
and to retard the progress of the siege. 

On the other hand, it is but just to obsorve that the attack partici- 
pated much in the character of the defence; for, admitting the unrivalled 
skill of the enghjeers, the beauty and strength of whose approaches 
were of the first order, and excepting the brilliant exploit of arming the 

Tf 2 
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batteries Nos. 7 and 8, and the capture of St. Laurent, where no defence 
was made, there does not appear to have been a single operation that 
reminded one of those valiant enterprises so familiar to French trooM 
in their former wars, and which were matters of trite occurrence in the 
sieges executed by the British troops. 

In narrating events of tins description it is incumbent to treat the 
subject as soldiers^ not as politicians: we have nothing to do with the 
causes or diplomatic motives ; we must look to facts and effects ; and 
in giving the details, speak of the operations, not as they shall be nar- 
rated to suit political purposes, but as they will stand recorded in the 
pages of military history. 

An experiment was tried during the day upon the dykes of the 
citadel, which, as before stated, ^are fed by means of a sluice oppo- 
site the Scheldt, and separated from those of the city by a batar- 
deau.* The waters of the latter were therefore let off by opening the 
flood-gates near the talus ; and as a reduction of several feet was thus 
procured, it was hoped that this operation might act by filtration upon 
those of the citadel, independent of its exposing the revetment of tlie 
hatardeau nearly to its foundation. No material difference was, how- 
ever, observed in the water-mark of the citadel ditches ; and it was 
therefore projected to establish a battery on the left flank of the counter- 
guard to breach the hatardeau itself. This plan was not, however, 
accomplished until a later period. On recurring to General Chasst^'s 
report of the 12th, it .appears that the operation above-mentioned was 
fully successful, and that from a crevice* in the hatardeau, the water in 
the ditches at low tide was reduced to a few inches. General Chasse 
thus terminates his despatch of that day< — “ The state of the ditches, 
which are daily drained dry, renders the defence much more difficult, 
and demands increased precautions, seeing that if wb were not con- 
stantly on our guard, live low flanks might be escaladed during tlie 
night.’' 

These facts did not come to light until after the firing ceased on the 
23d^: an idea having apparently existed up to the last moment that 
several feet water still remained in the ditches at low tide, whereas in 
fact they were scarcely kncc-decp ; so much so, that at tlie moment the 
batteries were Silenced, several artillerymen and sappers ran down the 
descent, and, wading across, climbed the breach, exchanging tokens of 
good will with the Dutch soldiers of their own arm. 

Whilst on the subject of the eflect produced on the ditches, it must 
be observed that the filtration acted powerfully on the wells of the 
citadel. These were long notorious for tlieir imperfection ; plans had 
already been drawn up for theii.* reconstruction or^ reparation, prior to 
the revolution. Their contents were brackish and unwholesome, and 

r 

^ The ditch'^of the lavelin, opposite the Scheldt, it must be observed, is dry. Its 
gorges are divided from the wet ditch by two batardeaus, furnished with flood- 
gates^ these serve as channels for the water, which is admitted into them fi-om the 
Scheldt by a subterraneous passage. Either one or both of these sluices can be 
used, and made to produce a current of water, but of no great strength. A batar. 
deau divides the centre of the wht ditch at- right angles with the curtain ; and thus, 
supposing a passage to be effected by an enemy opposite Toledo, and a dyke to be 
formed by shutting down one sluice and opening the other, a^ciirrent or pressure of 
water could bo obudned that would render such passage extremely insecure. 
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in fact scarcely potable, without an admixture of vinegar or some other 
purifier. There were evidently fissures or crevices tliat admitted . the 
impure waters of the marshy substrata and rivers, whilst they allowed 
that procured from rain and other sources to filter away. This mis- 
fortune added sorely to .the many inconveniences suffered by the gar- 
rison, and is an additional proof of the endurance of the soldiers. 

The following extract from a general order of the Marshal must not 
be omitted, as it shows the practice adopted by the French jfrmy on 
similar occasions : — 


“ Head-quarters, Berchem, 7th Dec. 1832. 

** An order of the day of the 2d inst. announced that the workmen fur- 
nished to the artillery and engineers from regiments of the line, would be 
paid in the proportion of 75 centimes per man, for twelve hours by 
night, and 50 centimes (5d.) per man, for twelve hours by day. This pay- 
ment must be made from the funds at the disposal of the artillery and en- 
gineers, according as the workmen have been employed by one or other of 
these services.* 

“ A great number of projectiles thrown from the citadel, having fallen and 
remained in the trenches, the Marshal has decided that an indemnity shall 
bo granted to the soldiers who may bring them to the artillery. This 
indemnity is lixed at the following rate : — Round-shot of all calibres, 25 
centimes (2 id.) ; howitzer-shells, 35 centimes (3id.) , mortar ditto, 60 cen- 
times (Gd.) 

(Signed) “ St. Cyr Nugues.’* 

When this order was promylgated, it was curious to observe, not only 
many soldiers, of sill arms, but the peasantry and boys from the city, 
eagerly watching the fall of the projectiles that dropped behind the first 
parallel. No sooner did a sliell alight, than they rushed forward, and 
scarcely waited.to see whether it exploded, ere they began to dig, either 
for the whole or its fragments. The boys showed an extraordinary 
daring on these occasions, and thus more than one accident occurred. 


From 7th to 8th. — A howitzer sliell, from battery No. 4, having pene*- 
trated the blindage of the laboratory, set fire to the lyaded bombs and 
other combustibles deposited tjiere, and caused considerable havoc. A 
serjeant-major of artificers and two artillerymen were killed, and one 
mortally wounded. TJie utter insufiici^^ncy of tliese temporary case- 
mates against the plunging fire of the new model Irowilzers, or, indeed, 
against that of the mortars pw>jccted at the usutil elevation, began to 
awaken serious apprehensions in thc^mind of the Governor, and was a 
source of deep adxiety to himself and liis officers, who saw the most 
important points of shelter thus hourly menaced *vith ruin, without the 
possibility of applying any remedy. , 

Many passages of General Chassd's report, not only dwell on thef suf- 
ferings, but plainly indicate the fatal moral effect wrought on his people 
by the scene of devastation that surrounded them, and thus shows the 


* Of course this did not apply to the general forking parties, but merely to such 
men as were employed as sappers, aid-gunners, or artificers, in the various branches 
required for the '^crvice of the two departments, such as fa8cine*roakers, sawyers, 
smiths, &c. 


326 


BISOE 09 ANTWERP IN 1832. 


paramount importance of airy, extensive, and secure bomb-proofs. It 
requires no great skill to discover, from the General's letters, that the 
mental energies of the garrison were enfeebled by the insecurity of their 
position ; and, certainly, no one can marvel, that men who could obtain 
no repose, — who had no efficient means of cooking, who had lost all 
confidence in the protection of their shelter, who were harassed day 
and night by the fall of buildings, were herded beneath posterns, 
insecufi-e blindages, cellars^ damp casemates, and infected communi- 
cations, and who were, for the most part, kept in a state of inaction, — 
should be somewhat disheartened, and not in a condition to undertake 
vigorous sorties, or other daring enterprises. These observations can- 
not be applied to the artillery, who, from first to last, were constantly 
exposed without cover, and as constantly employed, and this without 
their activity or mental energy being in the sligiitest degree impaired. 

The condition to whicli the citadel was reduced, even at this early 
stage of the siege, might have shaken the nerves of the oldest soldiers ; 
and there is no man of any military experience who is not aware, that 
when once discouragement finds its way into the hearts of the men, its 
contagion is so rapid, and its effects so banefuh as to baffle all argument 
and example on the part of the officers. The latter are stimulated by 
education, honour, hope of recompense, and promotion; tlic former 
has none or little of these stimulants to sustain his spirits : he feels in 
the flesh, and reasons in the body — not morally but j>liysically. 

There is no situation so trying to the courage of the soldier, as that 
wherein he is placed in a state of inaction, under a heavy cannonade, 
or made to continue for a lengthened period a passive spectator of the 
demolition of walls or parapets raised fordiis defence, and under whose 
crumbling ruins he is required to exhibit, not tlie force of his arm and 
weapon, but that of his mind. 

Ilad the bomb-proofs and casemates of the citadel been more secure 
—had the wells and tanks been better constructed — the men's blood 
warmed and their passions excited by more active employment, this 
might not have been the case. For, in despite of the incessant fire of 
the besiegers, it is certain that tlie defences of the citadel were less 
injured than might have been anticipated from the immense number 
of ^guns playing«--jpon them ; and with only one narrow breach, raked by 
the fire of the retired flank of Fernandoi and a reduit or inner bastion 
behind them, which might have been armed and cut off, so as to com- 
mand the breach, the result of an assault would have been highly pro- 
blematical. Had it been repulsed, then indeed the glory of the defence 
would have been equal to what has been said of it. 

Badajoz, Burgos, and Tariffa, are proofs that breaches are not easily 
won, when valiant garrisons manfully stand their ground, however des- 
perate the energy, or dauntless the valour of the assailants. 

Inhere is no Secret in the whole art of war more precious, than that of 
inspiring assailing froops with confidence in tliemselves and com- 
manders — or defensive bodies with thorough faith in the strength of their 
position, whether this be behind walls or in the open plain. It was 
thus the republican and imperial armies obtained a series of unri- 
valled successes over superior forces, It was by this means the British 
those memorable achievements tha^ have raised the 
Bnglish soldier to so high a station in the estimation of all Europe, 
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The paramount importance of roomy and impenetrable casemates 
becomes every day more important ; for it is not too much to assume, 
from the progress already made and still making in the science of gun- 
nery, and the increased-use and direful effects of hollow projectiles, that 
the time is not far distant when the art of attack and defence will be 
reduced to a struggle between bombs and bomb-proofs. 

The experiment made by the huge 22J inch mortar, inyented by 
Colonel Paixhans, and cast in the Liege foundry, is a prodigious stride 
already made in the science or application of projectiles. At one start 
it has doubled the diameter of the largest of these weapons hitherto 
employed in sieges. But we shall have occasion to recur to this sub- 
ject again in its proper place. 

The well-directed and animated^ fire of tl]e besieged, combined with 
the bright moonlight, impeded the progress of the sap in the salient 
place of arms and the covered way of St. Laurent, Gabion after gabioii 
was overturned or demolished, and a portion of the work damaged; 
indeed, the fire was so heavy, that the workmen were obliged to sink 
the excavation beyond the usual depth, and, on more than one occasion, 
were forced to suspend their labours. The night was employed in re- 
placing the gabions, and strengthening the parapets. At the same time 
preparations were made for commencing a blinded descent into the 
ditch, nearly opposite the left of the salient. The blinds and timbers 
were already prepared by the artificers of tlie park, and placed in readi- 
ness in the adjacent lodgment ; a large stock of fascines and saucissons 
were also brought up and deposited in the approaches. 

The branch, commenced the previous night in the direction of the 
re-entering place of arms ftf the lunette, was continued ; whilst another 
boyau was also commenced, intended to unite with the lodgment made 
near the second traverse. Considerable difliculties were, however, 
encountered, not alone from the fire of the place, but from the nature of 
the ground, which here rose in a mound of rubbish and stiff earth to 
the height of six or seven feet. These works, Avliicli ought to have been 
completed on llie foregoing night, advanced slowly. It is observed in 
General Ilaxo’s journal, “ that this was the first time, since breaking 
ground, that operations commanded to be executed by liim were not 
terminated within the prescribed time.” lie attributes' it partly to the 
clearness of the night, and partly to the fire of the besieged ; the latter 
is highly honourable to the Dutch artillery. 

The parapets of the Toledo bastion, against which the besiegers 
directed the principal efforts rf)f their batteries, were considerably cut 
up, but it still maintained its fire with almost undiminished vigour, and, 
on several occasrions, the Dutch soldiers were seen to spring on the 
crest of the rampart, and take deliberate and steady aim at tlie heads of 
the sap. About eight p.m. a small detachment sallie([ from the covered 
way of the ravelin, and boldly advanced upon Jhe lodgment, bift they 
were repulsed by a sharp fire of musketry from the place of arms a»d 
second parallel. At eleven p.m. a second sally was attempted in the 
same direction, but the clearness of the night betrayed them before 
their small column had time .to form*; and although sofme of them 
advanced with dauntless courage to the parapet of the boyau on the 
right, they we^e speedily driven back with the loss of four or five men. 
These sallies, though too limited to be effective, served to retard the . 



328 


SIEGE OP ANTWERP IN 1832 . 


work, and prevented the sappers from proceeding with confidence. 
From these examples it is easy to conceive what might have been done 
had they been stronger, and more frequently repeated. 

On the right, at the extremity of tlie covered way of the counter- 
guard, the working parties terminated a return branch, that covered the 
whole width of the ditch of the counter-guard ; the profile of which is 
nearly parallel to the centre of the left face of the bastion Toledo. — 
The excavations and lodgments formed in the parapet of the counter- 
guard were increased in number, and sheltered with blinds, intended to 
cover the marksmen ordered to fire into the interior of the lunette and 
covered-way of Toledo ; whilst a boyau was also cut in the terre-plein 
parallel to the profile of the right flank, and screened from the bastion 
Fernando by that of the esplanade. Here a lodgment was also made 
for sharp-shooters to enfilade the covered-way of Toledo, and the re- 
entering place of arms close to the batardeau. 

The projected descent and attack on St. Laurent seems to have 
escaped the vigilance of the garrison, as appears by General Chassd’s 
report of the 8th day's operations. For at the moment the assailants 
were busily employed in piercing the descent to the ditch, he says, — 

“ Our vertical fire from the lunette, and that direct from Kiel and the 
citadel, as well as the frequent small sorties, appear to ha\e induced the 
enemy to renounce this enterprise (the attack on the lunette), so that, at 
present, his operations seem exclusively limited against bastion No. 2 — 
(Toledo.)” ^ 

It must also be observed, that the mouth of' the descent and sap on the 
left face of St. Laurent were necessarily sheltered from the direct fire of 
Kiel. This supposition on the part of llifc Dutch engineers in some 
measure accounts for the absence of many useful, and almost necessary, 
counter precautions that might have been employed to retard the com- 
pletion of the descent and passage of the miner. 

An error also is to be observed in the report of the same day relative 
to the works on the left flank of the counter- guard. It is stated, that 
embrasures were opened on this flank in a battery intended to breach 
the gorge and to support the attack on St. Laurent ; but that they 
were destroyed by a reverse fire from tlie citadel. Now, at the period 
alluded to by Gen*i&lral Chasse, a battery was projected, but not com- 
menced, Remonstrances were said to haVe been made by the Belgian 
authorities, and by the diplomacy, against this measure, as they feared 
it might draw misfoi^tunes on the city. The work was therefore re- 
nounced, and not a single embrasure opened ; nor was it until some 
days later that the battery No. 12 was commenced, and its embrasures 
unmasked on the batardeau. This 6rror, perhaps, arose from the em- 
brasures of the lodgments being supposed to be made for cannon. 

The loss of the besiegers up to this day, on relieving trenches, 
amounted to 12 ‘killed and 94 wounded ; amongst the latter were 6 
officers. That of the besieged was 25 killed, 67 woun^d, and 3 miss- 
ing, amongst these 5 officers. 

Confidence was now completely restored in the city. All fear of mo- 
lestation was given up. The exchange was attended, the shops were 

a ened, and the markets abundantly supplied. Crowds of strangers 
the hotels, where it was difficult to procure lodging ; and had not 
^he tfiuaders of the cannon, amplified by the echoes of the cathedral, 
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reminded one of what was passing, it would have been impossible to 
suppose oneself within a thousand yards of a fierce bombardment. 

Amateurs of all countries, and oificers of all nations, were seen 
eagerly seeking permission to visit the trenches, or to mount the towers 
or buildings, whence a sight could be obtained of the operations. Some 
, ascended the noble tower of Notre Dame, whence the eye commanded a 
view of the country for many leagues around, and enabled one to judge 
of the havoc committed by the inundations, which had converted the 
broad expanse of fertile polders into a broad waste of unwholesome 
waters. There flowed the broad river, tenanted only by four or five 
gun-boats, whilst lower down, towards Lillo, the lofty masts of the 
Dutch vessels of war were visible through the haze. On the left bank, 
the banner of Holland, floating abo^e the inundations, marked the 
position of the three forts occupied by them on that side. Beneath, 
lay the noble city, filled with the hum of voice, the rattling of wheels 
and clatter of horses’ hoofs, — its inhabitants busied with their usual 
avocations, and its streets thronged with passengers, apparently as 
little afiected by what was going on, as though the citadel had been 
leagues distant. To the south, was the fortress itself, partly enveloped 
in tile shadow, or marked by the haze of smoke, but a portion of the 
profile of its bastions plainly traced out by the reflection of the sun 
gleaming on its ditches. Its interior seemed tenantless, had not sundry 
columns of light and curling smoke, followed by the loud echo of its 
guns, and the sharper rattle of its musketry, told the spectator that the 
garrison were staunchly standiiTg to their posts. From the smoke and 
fog that generally hovered over the ground, it was difficult, even with 
the best telescope, to descry ttle outline of the ofl’ensive works, and the 
eye eagerly sought for tlie angular projections of earth, behind which 
one was aware that thousands of active assailants were busily employed. 
During some intervals it occurred that there was a deep silence, and ono 
was inclined to doubt the reality of hostilities ; but suddenly curling 
eddies of smoke, rising here and there in a semicircle, at some dis- 
tance, and followed by loud explosions, indicated the positions of the 
French batteries ; whilst here a shell bursting, with tremendous noise, 
in the air ; there another, creating lesser destruction when falling into 
the buildings ; or there again a round shot, whistling an8 splashing into 
the Scheldt, — convinced one tlijft the business of war was being vigor- 
ously carried on. 

The tower of the church of St. Andrew, though les3 lofty than tliat of 
the cathedral, was, from its vicii^ty to the esplanade, a favourite obser- 
vatory. Its turret was crowded every day with the curious ; and it was 
here that King Leopold, attended by dn aidg-de-camp, took bis station, 
and watched, with natural and intense anxiety, thos^ Operations destined 
to restore to his dominion the possession of this emporium of Belgian 
commerce. * • 

It was from this point that the effect of the besieging fire could best 
be observed ; and it was curious to remark the anxiety with which each 
discharge was watched, and the criticisms that were uttered when shot 
or shells soared over the citadel fell harmless into the river or upon 
the esplanade. 

One of the mget singular anomalies attending this siege was the 
conversion of the theatre into a place for observing the operations. 
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This huilding, contiguous to the Malines gate, was favourably situated 
for obtaining a sight of part of the bastions, trenches, and batteries. A 
portion of the roof was therefore removed, platforms raised, and the 
managers, profiting by the eager curiosity of strangers, published the 
following hand-bill : — ' 

“ Notice. — The public is informed, that places are to be procured at 
the TheAtre des Varidttfs, at Antwerp, for seeing the siege ” 


From 9th to 9th. — The blinded descent, commenced during the pre- 
vious night, was actively carried on, and met with little molestation. It 
was carried down to within two or three feet of the counterscarp ; but 
the latter was not cut through, in order to conceal its exact position 
from the garrison, until everything was completed. The strength and 
neatness of this work was mucli admired, altliough not to be compared, 
in beauty or delicacy of construction, to that of a del convert, subse- 
quently opened under the covered-way of Toledo. 

A new branch by full sap was opened between the first and second 
traverse, and that directed on the re-entering place of arms, continued*. 
Some portion of this work, and the lodgment behind, Wtis destroyed 
several times by the fire of the besiegers. The small Cochorn mortars, 
and howitzers, fired vertically, were found to gall the workmen, whilst 
the round-shot and mortar-shells knocl^ed over the gabions and demo- 
lished the parapets. About 10 o'clock, a few Dutch volunteers rushed 
out of the redoubt of the ravelin near its junction with the caponniere, 
and with daring, but prodigal gallantry, threw themselves on the heads 
of the sap. The sappers, who were somewhat taken, by surprise, and 
unsupported, seized their muskets, sprung on the parapet, and repulsed 
this handful of brave men, of whom five out of nine remained on the 
ground. 

During the night, a new battery G, for six mortars, was completed in 
front of the first parallel, nearly opposite, about 220 yards from the 
capital of St. Laurent, It was armed with pieces taken from battery C 
in its rear. Apptlier battery, No. 11, for four 24-poundcrs, was likewise 
constructed immediately contiguous and within the same cofler, and 
armed from No. 10. These were intended to harass the Toledo bas- 
tion and adjacent curtains, and to batter point-blank the right face of 
the former. 

On the right, the trench was caiTicd on in the direction of the 
re-entering place of arms ^ of the left face of the Toledo bastion. An 
attempt was made to advance a boyau by flying ^ap from the latter 
towards the salient jf Toledo ; but the vigorous discharge of shot and 
shell, and the harassing eff’ept of the vertical fire of the besieged, incom- 
moded the sappers, and continually tore away tlic gabions, many of 
which were compelled to be replaced ten or twelve times. 

* In speaking of the traverses of the lunette, it must be remembered, that no 
fint traverse actually existed ; therefore it must be understood, that the first traverse 
means the first encountered : strictly speaking it should be the second, and so on. 
But as General Ilaxo adopts this term, it has been thought proper to follow him. 
Oa the right face there were the ususd number; four traversd^i on the left, only 
throe« 
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The sappeYS were armed with helmets and cuirassesi according to 
the old system ; these were found to resist musketry, but were inefficient 
against grape and splinters. 

In other parts of the trenches the working parties were busily en- 
gaged in repairing the damage done to the parapets, and in endeavour* 
ing to drain off the water or throw out the mud which choked the com- 
munications, many parts of which, though floored with fascines, were 
nearly impassable. It must, however, be remarked, that with the excep- 
tion of those points intersected by the Boom chausst^e, the whole of the 
ground in advance was highly favourable for the operations of the 
trenches. A soft loam or compact sandy bottom, without the slightest 
admixture of stones or hard substances, rendered it easy for the sappers 
to excavate quickly and secure them from the dangerous effects of splin- 
ters, which in a flinty soil are as dangerous, and often produce as many 
casualties as the fragments of the shells themselves, and are therefore a 
powerful auxiliary to the fire of the place. 

A third lodgment for rampart guns was cut opposite the profile of 
tlie right flank of the coimterguard, and the others strengthened. The 
annoyance caused by the marksmen in this quarter was excessive. 
Their fire, directed with great precision, plunged into the covered-way 
and reverse of the lunette, causing many casualties. The branches 
being extremely narrow and deep, and the lodgments in the same pro- 
portions, the men could only be got at by vertical fire ; and on ex- 
amining the lodgments and branches at various periods, it was remark- 
able how few shells or projecttles had alighted in them. The confidence 
inspired by this sense of security increased the accuracy of their aim ; 
not thrown away at raiidmn, but directed with care on prominent 
objects. The intelligence of these men in judging the proper moment 
for firing was hs remarkable as the general gaiety and good-humour of 
the soldiers during the whole operation. 

The latter may appear very unimportant ; for, with us, provided the 
men do their duty, it is generally a matter of little consideration, whether 
they be cheerful or not. Indeed, how often does one not remark the 
officer chiding the soldier for a laugh or a jest at a moment when the 
spirits of the men may require some excitement ? and there are few 
officers of experience who do not acknowledge the vathe-of a cheerful 
disposition in the ranks, and the effect that a gibe or quaint saying pro- 
duces in moments of danger. For example, every one knows, that the 
Guards, in Spain, were nick-named the “ Gentlemen’s Sons,” a joke in 
which the illustrious Commandj^-in-chief good humouredly joined, and 
not unfrequently repeated. At Burgos, a detachment of this corps was 
advancing to the assault, — the fire wjfs trengendous, — many gallant men 
had fallen, and the rest paused. The officer compianding, seeing thi3, 
sprung forward, cheered them on, and then said, “ Forward, lads ! Do 
you think they’d be so cruel as to send the Gentlemen^'s Sons on such 
duty if the French guns were loaded?” This produced its effect,— 
there was a laugh, — and on they dashed. 

Of the characteristic gaiety of the French many examples can be 
cited. One or two will suffice. . On passing the angle of the boyau 
leading into the second parallel opposite St. Laurent, which was par- 
tially enfiladed from Kiel, an infantry soldier was met floundering 
through the mud under the weight of a heavy gabion. A shot struck 
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the parapet, and eitlier from this or a false step, down fell the man and 
his burden into the mire. One of our countrymen would have risen, 
and his first impulse would have been toliave wished the besieged and 
the service at a mucli hotter place than the head of the B«ap. But the 
conscript sprung up, shook himself, and exclaimed, with a smile, — 
“ Who says it is not a fine thing to be a soldier ? Til enlist for ten 
years more from this day,** — and then, hoisting up his load, on he went. 
On another occasion, near the descent made in the ditch of the ravelin, 
the adjutant of the trenches was writing a memorandum: a shell 
pitched on the reverse of the trench, exploded, and covered him and his 
naper with a shower of sand. The officer flipped it off quietly with his 
hand, and said, — “ They are more polite than you, Messieurs ; they sent 
me the sand-box.** A round-shot struck a gabion close to the Duke of 
Orleans, and buried itself in the ground, within a few inches of his 
person. The Prince took off his hat, and bowing, said, — “ One ought 
to be polite to new acquaintances.’* 

As the works advanced, the number of casualties ia the besieging 
army augmented, especially amongst the sappers, whose loss was more 
severely felt than twice the number of men in other corps. The atten- 
tion paid to the instruction of the soldiers of this army is great, and it is 
but justice to say, that they appeared to display intelligence and self- 
possession of tlie first order ; being, for the most part, not only able to 
execute the most important and hazardous operations, but to plan the 
lesser details. The system pursued by tlie engineers was, for General 
Haxo to sketch out the order of each day’s operations ; copies of these 
were given to the officers commanding on difterent points, who traced 
them on the ground, and they were then executed by the men, little fur- 
ther superintendence being necessary. When it is considered that the 
British army had no regular corps of sappers and miners in Spain, it is 
a matter of astonishment that the officeis of engineers were enabled to 
perform the important task imposed upom them at the vaiious sieges. 
The number of those distinguished and gallant men who were killed and 
wounded is a proof how severely they paid in their persons, for a defi- 
ciency so remarkable and so injurious to the service. 

A battery for six mortars (E) on the right, and in front of the first 
parallel betweeiV Nos. 3 and 4, opened its fire. Anotlier (F), also for 
^six mortars, was traced behind the centre of the second parallel. They 
were armed with the pieces from A and B. Platforms were also laid 
down for four mortars, in Montebello. Tlicir fire was directed upon the 
Toledo bastion and buildings in its rear. 

On the previous day, heavy jets of^ smoke and flame were seen to 
rise from the great barracks, the upper-story of wldch had been filled 
with earth, manure,^ and oilier precautions against fire. A howitzer- 
shell having lodged one of the beams, the flames soon burst forth, 
and raged witK* irresistible fury. These continued to burn all day, and 
at night the whole range of buildings presented a mass of fire, lighting 
up tbe^ atmosphere to a great distance, and presenting a brilliant and 
most imposing spectacle. Seen at some distance, with the flames 
raging in its interior, and darling their rays through the long ranges of 
windows, it had the appearance of some vast scenic representation, the 
grandeur of which was heightened by the thunders of the cannon, and 
loud detonations of the bursting shells. Towards midnight, the rafters 
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and timbers gave way, the roof fell in with a loud crash, and smother- 
ing the flames, produced a sudden transition from the most brilliant 
light to the blackest darkness. By the afternoon of the 8th, the whole 
was reduced to a heap of ashes. 

The loss and inconvenience inflicted on the besieged by this misfor- 
tune was an aggravation of their suffering. For now, the laboratory, 
kitchens, church, hospital, and magazines of stores and forage, in short, 
almost every building within the place, was destroyed, or so riddled with 
shot, us to render it unsafe to approach their crumbling walls; and thus 
forced the soldiers not on duty to confine themselves to the posterns 
and casemates. 

The sap having been much galled by the coehorns in the Itmette and 
ravelin, four of these portable mortars were placed in the second pa- 
rallel, opposite the caj)ital of St. Laurent, and after a few trials, were 
found to produce a diminution of tlic discharges against them. 

The casualties within the last fortv-eiglit hours had somewhat aug- 
mented ; but had not exceeded a daily average of 18 men hors de com* 
hat, from the opening of the trenches. It was observed by an intelligent 
officer, that the mode of defence in some measure tended to increase 
the loss. The fire of the besieged, though admirably directed, and, on 
certain points, extremely vigorous, was partial and not sustained. Some- 
times during half an hour or more, scarcely a shot was fired. Men and 
officers thus became impatient ; and often, where prudence should have 
commanded the employment of the full sap, the work was done fox 
some yards merely by exca\^ition or simple sap. Of a sudden, the 
garrison would then rouse themselves ; a heavy discharge took place, 
and the working parties were tlius overtaken, whilst fully exposed. 
This may also have been the effect of calculation. 

The wounded on tliese occasions were well taken care of; and the 
facilities offered by the immediate vicinity of the Antwerp hospital 
were of immense advantage. All serious cases were immediately 
transported within the walls, where conveniences and even luxury 
awaited them ; and they were attended with unremitting skill and atten- 
tion, not only by their own, but by the Belgian surgeons, under the 
direction of Dr. Seutin, an able ami active operator. 

Whilst on this subject, it is impossible to pass ovqj: the conduct of 
the Dukes of Orleans and ^Nemours. These young ’princes, who 
evinced a zealous devotion to their duties ns officers, and a steadiness 
and gallantry under fire, not to he surpassed by the oldest soldiers, use- 
fully and humanely employed a portion of their leisure in visiting the 
liospitals at Antwerp, Berchem, and Hoboken. They examined, and 
spoke with each man ; flattering them with kind and gracious compli- 
ments on their eburage, consoling them with immediate pecuniary as- 
sistance, or promises of future recompense, and impressing the suf- 
ferers, as well as all persons present, with a deep respegt for their gene- 
rous and unaffected sentiments and behaviour. • • 

A hundred little anecdotes are reported of the mutual sayings that- 
passed on these occasions, as honourable to the princes as to the 
wounded. It would be irrelevant to repeat tliem ; but it is certain that 
the happiest effect was produced throughout the army by the report of 
what passed on^ these occasions. The soldiers were not only gratified 
on seeing tlieii>*j?rinces partaking of the same dangers, and running the 
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same hazards as themselves ; but they were stimulated to a forgetfulness 
of danger when in the presence of those who had the power of reward- 
ing valour, and less thoughtful of the consequences, since they knew 
their princes would not allow them cither to linger unattended, or to rise 
froni their beds to drag out an unrequited existence. 

The King of tlie Belgians also availed hims^'elf of his journey to Ant- 
werp to visit the hospitals, where he left substantial proofs of his 
bounty.; and having examined almost all the men, and directed notes 
to be taken of such as were the most deserving, either commanded 
money to be distributed, or reserved to himself the future pleasure of 
conferring his cross upon them. 


From 9th to 10th. — The operations against St. Laurent were re- 
sumed at night with multiplied activity, and the sap advanced to the 
crochet of the second traverse, whilst that intended to debouch upon it 
from its right was likewise pushed on. The sappers Iiaving been con- 
siderably incommoded, it was determined to form a company of chosen 
marksmen, destined to be posted in the branches, and to keep up an 
unremitting fire on the lunette and ravelin. Three detachments of 
these volunteers were ])laced at night-fall in front of St. Laurent — two 
of them in the boyau, parallel to its left face, which was furnished with 
sand-bag loop-holes, and a tliird in blinded lodgments, cut in the body 
of the parapet of the covered-way. The moment they opened their fire, 
it attracted the whole attention of the garrison, who immediately re- 
doubled theirs in this direction, and thus ^their attention was diverted 
from the heads of the sap, both here and in front of Toledo. 

The besieged commenced employing their pierriers, whence they dis- 
charged vast quantities of stones, fragments of iron, small grenades, 
shell-splinters, and other missiles. The charge of projectiles was [)laced 
in a wicker-basket, and this again rested on a circular wooden sabot or 
wad, over the chamber. Many hundreds of these wooden platters fell 
into the trenches, and could be seen distinctly whirling and twisting in 
the air. The artillery fire of the place was less animated than usual ; 
that of the besiegers, from having mounted their new batteries, was 
more violent than on the preceding day. 

• The principal operation of the night was the commencement of the 
third parallel, about 130 yards in advance of the second — its right de- 
bouching beyond the Boom chausstje, from the branch running into the 
covered-way'of the counterguard ; and' its left uniting with the boyau 
parallel to the foot of the glacis of St. Laurent. A dense fog favoured 
he execution of this work ;• whilst the unexpected fire of the picked 
marksmen near St. *Laurent drew off the attention of the garrison. 
Thus, the line ^vas traced by the captain of engineers on duty, the 
workmen laid on, and the parallel advanced by flying sap, with such 
' rapidity, that the men were covered, and the gabions and parapets 
firmly fixed before the besieged were aware of what was going on. At 
length, however, they discovered the parapet, and a multitude of fire- 
balls were thrown out, and a sliarp vertical fire directed upon it, but the 
range was less perfect than on the preceding night, and the casualties 
praportionately trifling. Seven men only were woundedi 
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The fearful havoc committed amidst the buildings of the citadel oc* 
cupied much of the attention of the besieged, who had already ten guns 
and fifteen carriages completely disabled ; and with the exception of 
their mortars, coehorns, and light pieces, were unable this night to 
employ any other guns than those protected and sheltered behind the 
retired flanks and blindages of bastions Paciolto and Hernando. Of 
these, however, and their field-pieces, which, as before stated, they ran 
up to the ruined parapet, fired and withdrew to the terre-plein jto re- 
load, they made a gallant use. 

The bomb-proof kitchens, previously much injured, were now gra- 
dually crumbling to pieces, and thus added to the inconvenience of the 
troops, who were obliged to cook their provisions in the best manner 
they could, under the posterns or within the dark and unwholesome 
caseinates. General Chass^ states in Ms report of this day's operations, 
that “ no blinded work could resist sucli a fire and he principally 
attributes the destruction to the eflect of the new model 8-inch howitzers. 

Up to the year 18:22, the 8-inch liowitzcr in common use in France, 
measured exactly 3 feet 6 inches (French), weighing 1096 pounds, or 
23 times that of the loaded projectile. Its calibre was equal to a 
solid shot of 80, and it contained about 65 ounces of powder. The 
new model howitzer, we have already observed, is partly an improve- 
ment on tlie Russian licoriie and the Spanish heavy howitzer, perfected 
from tlie suggestions of Colonel Puixhans, by the French committee of 
artillery. 

On examining General Chasse^s report to his government, — a report 
evidently written with the frank and undisguised feelings of a brave and 
lioiiest man, — one cannot fail to be struck at the frequent recurrence to 
the eflcct of the French howitzer fire ; but one is still more surprised at 
finding the folloj^ving observation, and to sec the obnoxious term re- 
peated on more than one occasion. “ The buildings,*' says the general, 
“ every where yield to the violent fire of the enemy, who, by a brutal 
abuse of their gigantic means of destroying the citadel, seek to obtain 
an object that otlicrwisc would have coat them too much time, labour, 
and bloodshed.” That tlie French fire was severe and efficacious, and 
yet not more destructive or rapid than migJit have been expected from 
the great quantity of ]>icce3 in battery, and the numbqf of days they 
were employed, there can he no doubt. Forty mortars, tw'enty howit- 
zers, and an average of forty long guns, were directed to maintain a 
steady discharge, and, of course, to inflict all the damage of which 
these engines were capable. It has been shown, that*tho whole number 
of rounds of all descriptions fired from eleven a.m. on the 4th, to nine 
A.M. on the 23d, amounted to about 63,000. Taking the number of 
pieces in battery to have been 105, and the number of days 19, tills 
will give about 3300 for the whole, per day ; 600 rcvinds for each piece 
for 19 days, and 31 rounds for 24 hours, or not 1 sliot jn 40 minutes 
^for each gun. . • 

It is hardly necessary, therefore, to observe, that it was the duration, 
and not the rapidity of the fire, that was most harassing ; for, sup- 
posing the besieging army to have been pressed for lime, and abundantly 
supplied with ammunition, it would not havfe been difficult to have ailg- 
mented the average fire to four rounds per hour, which would have 
given 10,080 rouiUds per day, and the enormous number of 191,720 in 
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19 (lays. Without recurring to the number of rounds fired by the 
British battering guns, on various occasions, which was rarely less than 
100 or 90 rounds per day, we have an instance of a brAss 12-pounder 
in the citadel firing 68 rounds between sunset and sunrise, or nearly 
6 rounds per hour. 

The vigour of *the besieging fire consisted, then, not in the number of 
rounds fired by each gun, but in the profusion of the matkriel, Speak- 
ing by precedent or fact, it cannot be admitted to have been a rapid 
fire ; but even supposing that each gun had fired tliree times as many 
shot, what would this prove ? — that the besiegers had made vigorous 
use, but no abuse of the means at their disposal. Had General Chasse 
defended a populous city, thronged with iiibabitants or filled with rich 
magazines of private property, — ^liad his blfnded works been stored with 
the goods of laborious merchants, — or his barracks been an asylum for 
inoffensive women and children, — then, indeed, a bombardment would 
have been a brutal abuse of force ; but surely so old and experienced a sol- 
dier as General Chasse could not seriously find fault with the besiegers for 
exerting their utmost efforts to weaken his defences, and to put him and 
his garrison to the utmost possible straits, by an active employment 
of every legitimate projectile. 

It can easily be understood, that General Chass^ was grieved, and 
that he suffered deeply, — not for himbclf, — for a more gallant soldier 
never drew sword, — but at the sight of the hopeless condition to which 
his people were being reduced, without a prospect of relief or succour. 
One can imagine, also, the anguish of mind of a generous soldier, on 
witnessing the distress of his men, dViven to shelter themselves in 
crowded posterns, his wounded in danger in the hospitals, and his offi- 
cers in continued peril, not alone from tlie fire of the enemy, but from 
the crumbling ruins, which no longer afforded them shelter. But he 
could not blame the besiegers for doing that duty, which, had he been 
in command of their army, or had his brave artillerymen manned the 
oflensive guns, would probably have been executed with still greater 
energy. 

The raft for the blinded descent was prepared and brought up to the 
lodgment, but the descent itself was not terminated. A second descent, 
db riel cmiverty was commenced to the left of the first, nearer the capital 
of St. Laurentr^ The ground selected for this was found more suited for 
launching the raft for the miner, who vvas in readiness to cross over to 
commence operations against the scarp. The third parallel was im- 
proved and widened, and banquettes for musketry established ; the right 
of this parallel, near its junction with the boyau of the covered-way of the 
counterguard, was considerably incommoded by the fire from the retired, 
flank of Paciotto. The ^,ap dcibouching from this point towards the 
salient place of arms of the covered-way of Toledo was so galled with 
the showers of shells, coehorns, grape, and stones, that the men were 
withdrawn, and the, work was abandoned for the moment. 

In order to protect this point, and to check the Are of the besieged, 
four coehorn-inOrtars were established in the branch in its rear close to 
the ditch of the counter^iard. Two sappers and two soldiers of infantry 
X were killed, and two of the former wounded. One of these was com- 
^pletely buried by a bomb, which exploded at his feet ; but he fortu- 
nately escaped with a mere contusion. The Dutch cvessols nef^ l^lo 
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made no renewed attempt tp molest General Sebastian!. On the right 
bank and frontier all remained tranquil. 

The loss of the besiegers up to mid-day amounted to 182 men killed 
and wounded. 


From lOtli to llth. — A little after dusk a detachment of 60 infantry 
and 20 sappers, favoured by the darkness and fog, issued from the 
palisaded reduit in the re-entering place of arms of the ravelin, and, 
following the covered way of the Toledo bastion, gallantly dashed 
forward on the sap on the extreme right of the counterguard. This 
enterprise fully succeeded, and was conducted with great spirit and 
address. Some of the infantry rushed forward on the sappers, who 
were taken by surprise, and compelled to fly, whilst the rest of the 
parly overturned about twenty gabions, destroyed the sap, and finding 
the four coeliorn mortars, cast tliem into the ditch. But two companies 
of the trench-guard arriving to the assistance of the sappers, the sortie 
was driven in, with the loss of two olBcers killed, eight or ten men 
wounded, and one prisoner. Had this sally been supported by a 
diversion on the left, as well as another from the centre by St. Laurent, 
much more benefit might have resulted ; but on this, as every other 
occasion, tiic numbers were too weak to be effective, and the approach 
of a few men sufficed to repulse them. However, enough had been 
done to employ the besiegers tltc whole night in repairing the mischief. 
One flanker was killed, and three sappers wounded. 

The descent d del oiivert into the ditch of St. Laurent was termi- 
nated without being discovered by the besieged, whose attention was 
occupied by a heavy fire of musketry purposely maintained from the 
places of arms and lodgments. Under cover of this, the raft was 
brought down and launched, and an experienced serjeant of miners and 
four sappers were sent across. After some hours^ labour, they reported 
that they had been able to make little progress, in consequence of the 
extreme strength and compactness of the masonry of the revetment ; 
by dawn, however, they succeeded in making a considerable impres- 
sion, and were then withdrawn for the day. It must be a^ain observed, 
that no part of the foot of the scarp, from the salient to the angle of 
the left flank, can be enfiladed from the citadel. 

In the mean time, the saps on the glacis and covered-way of St. 
Laurent were united in front of the second traverse; *the first by work- 
ing to the right, the other to tbe*left. It was then carried on nearly 
parallel to the re-entering place of arms, and prolonged beyond the 
Boom chauss^e, in *the direction 'of the salient of the covered-way of 
Toledo, ^ • 

On the right, nearly from the centre of the third parallel, an approach 
^was pushed forward, intended to be carried on to the extremity of the 
covered 'Way of the counterguard, so as to unite with the return branch 
embracing the right profile of its ditch. The fire of the besieged waa 
heavy, but on this, as on all occasions of breaking new ground, th^y 
were either unprepared, or unable tb discover what was passing. 

We should have mentioned, that the difficulties encountered by 
the besiegers in arming the batteries G and No. 53, on the previous 
U. S. JouuN. Nu. 52. Mau. 1833. z 
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night, were extreme. The ground being intersected with ditches, and 
being throughout rotten and unsound, it was necessary to cut through 
the first parallel, to drag the guns by a narrow road, bordered on either 
side by deep ditches, and then to convey them across the open ground 
into the battery, by turning sharp to the left over a small bridge, nearly 
at right angles. This manoeuvre could only be accomplished with extra- 
ordinary labour and exertion ; nor was it effected without two mortars 
being overturned, one of which became so fast embedded in the mud, 
that several hours elapsed before it could be extricated. 

The danger and embarrassments of such operations, especially in the 
face of an enterprising and vigilant garrison, render them too hazardous 
to become precedents ; but on this occasion, the nature of the ground 
rendered it impracticable to einph^y the usual communications, through 
which it was not only impossible to draw the guns, but even to trans- 
port the daily supplies of ammunition. 

The fire of tlie batteries of cannon had considerably slackened during 
the day and evening ; the extreme density of the fog, which concealed 
objects at 150 yards’ distance, and completely masked the citadel, ren- 
dered their employment dangerous, lest they should injure the men on 
the saps, wliich had now reached the foot of the glacis. But at dawn, 
the new batteries and the mortars in Montebello resumed their activity, 
and for a while completely silenced that of Toledo. The besieged had 
five pieces either dismounted or rendered utterly unserviceable during 
these twenty-four hours; making all together 15 guns and 20 carriages 
disabled since the commencement of opbrations. Amongst other acci- 
dents, a shell having alighted on one of the 12>pounders, broke it in 
two, as though it had been sawn across. 

A singular occurrence also took place in the besieging battery No. 10. 
The Dutch fire from Kiel, Paciotto, and the ravelin, had been extremely 
active, and so admirably directed, that shot after shot entered tlie em- 
brasures, and in some measure forced the gunners to slacken their fire. 
A shot having displaced a gabion, it fell in the embrasure, so as to 
mask the piece ; the captain commanding, seeing the men somewhat 
discouraged, sprung on tlie parapet, pushed aside the obstructing gabion, 
returned to his own station, and was in the act of pointing a gun, when 
it made a sharj) recoil ; on inquiring the cause, it was found that a 12- 
pound shot had entered att the muzzle; and had gone clean home to 
the bottom of tlie cylinder, where it split on the 24-pounder within, 
without injuring tjie gun, or even scratching it ; its fragments were 
preserved, and presented to General Neigre as a curiosity. 

During the day, the boyau, debouching from the re-entering place 
of arms of St. Laurent, directed •on the salient of the covered- way of 
Toledo, was actively carried on by full sap. The third parallel was 
strengthened. Banquettes and loop-holes for musketry, as .well as steps 
in (front and rdkr, were made, to enable the men to repulse an attack or 
retreat if necessary. The heavy fire of mortars brought by the be- 
sieged on the sap, starting from the right of the covered-way of the 
counterguard, inclining towards the salient of Toledo, again obliged 
the Workmen to desist: a Meutenant and five infantry soldiers were 
killed ; three and a sapper were wounded. The garrison also renewed 
its fire with increased activity on the left, where a sapper was killed^, 
and three of the working party wounded. 
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The new battery H» for four 10-inch mortars, commenced during the 
night on the extreme right of the second parallel, almost touching tlie 
Boom chau»st!e, at the distance of 360 yards from the left face of 
Toledo, was completed and armed from battery C. Platforms wero 
also laid down for four ' mortars in Montebello, in addition to four 
others previously placed there. Half of these were in front, and a little 
to the left of the low casemated guard -house on its capital, and the 
other half in the rear, and a little to the right ; thus augmenting the 
number of pieces in this fort to sixteen. It must be remarked that the 
thirty mortars which had been mounted in batteries A, B, and C, in 
rear of the first parallel, wero now advanced close to the second, and 
divided amongst E, F, G, II, and Montebello. D, armed witli ten 
mortars on the left, maintained its fifc nearly up to the last moment, 
when half its pieces were taken to furnish battery 1. The range of 
these batteries was directed not only against the front of attack and 
interior, but against that part of bastion Fernando, which could not be 
got at by direct or ricocliet fire. 

General Neigrc observes, in his report, that “ the disarming of the 
batteries in the first, and arming of those in the second parallel, was 
performed gradually, so as not to render sensible the diminution of fire 
during this oi)eration ; and that, since the opening of the trenches on 
the night of the 29tli November, nineteen batteries, with platforms for 
138 pieces, bad been constructed.” It must not be understood from 
this, that 138 pieces opened J:heir fire; for, as it has been shown. 
No. 13 was armed with four twenty-fours from No. 10, still leaving 
four in the latter ; and the advanced mortar-batteries, E, F, G, li, 
were supplied from those in tlicir rear ; thus the cypher of 105 remained 
the same ; but by adding 34 to 105, it gives 139 ; therefore the num* 
her of platforms laid down must have been to the latter amount ; but 
it must be recollected A was not armed, and consequently only 139 
platforms were completed. 

Hitherto tlie artillery had been extremely fortunate ; the casualties 
were few ; and although a shower of shells fell around Montebello and 
many within, it was singular to observe the good fortune of the gunners 
in escaping. Up to this day not above forty men of ibis corps had 
been put hors de conihaL This was in some measure to be attributed 
to tlie remarkable solidity of the batteries, and jiartly, as before ob- 
served, to the soft ground, which threw up no splinters, and frequently 
smothered the projectiles ; this was particularly •the case on the 
centre and left. It should be stated, that in all the batteries not 
exposed to direct fire of cannon, the embrasures were furnibhed with 
thick musket-proof wooden shutters, o*pening vertically in their centre, 
and mounted on frames, with iron hinges and liaikllcs. These were 
opened to point and fire, and immediately closed on thew recoil of the 
piece. • 

• It appears, from General Chassd's report, that the ditches of the 
citadel were nearly dry at low water, and that a fissure was observed 
on this day in the batardeau. The General attributes this to the fire 
of a low battery near Montebello# No sdcli battery existed. It was 
the effect of shells, as appeared from subsequent examination. It 
would not be possible to establish any low battery, except on the left 
flank of the counterguard, that could breach the batardeau, and this 

• X 8 
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was not done until the 18th. The besiegers were, however, not aware 
of the state of the ditches until some days later, or the necessity for 
establishing battery 12 would have been obviated. 

The garrison now began to sufler for the want of pure water ; an 
irremediable misfortune, which greatly enhances the merit of their 
patience and endurance. A Dutch gunner distinguished himself on 
this day by a noble act of devotion : a shell having alighted within the 
passage, and at the open door of the powder-magazine, in the bastion 
Fernando, this intrepid soldier darted forward, pushed it aside, and 
closing the door, thus prevented the misfortune that must otherwise 
inevitably have occurred. In a conversation subsequently held with 
the British Commissioner, Colonel Caradoc, and Sir George Hamilton, 
Secretary to the British embassy, General Ciiasse mentioned this anec- 
dote in terms worthy of himself and the brave artilleryman. These are 
actions that merit recompense, and should be commemorated. 

Independent of the want of water, the sufferings of the garrison 
hourly increased from the destruction of every place of shelter except 
the posterns and subterraneous communications. Here, half the men 
wore compelled to stand pressed one against another, whilst the other 
half snatched a few minutes* repose either seated or lying down. Even 
the vaulted cellars, under the great barracks and other buildings, began 
to give way, and not a single blindage was intact 


From lull to 12th. — In addition to the raft already prepared, three 
others were got ready and placed in the 6pen descents of the ditch of 
St. Laurent These rafts were about 12 feet by 8. They were made 
of strong planks, nailed transversely upon three rafters. Poles were 
furnished to the men to guide them across. 

At dusk the miners returned to the scarp of the lunette, and under 
cover of a heavy roll of musketry, fired two petards placed in the 
excavation made on the previous night By this means a large fissure 
was obtained ; and the serjeant having entered the hole, commenced a 
gallery under ^he centre of one of the arches supporting the second 
stage of the revetment. An aperture sufficient to admit one man 
having been made, the other miners followed in succession ; but the 
work advanced slowly, and the raft had nearly been sunk three or four 
times by shells, by which two men were wounded. 

The boyausj directed on the salient of Toledo debouching the one 
from opposite the re-entering place of arms of St. Laurent, and the 
other from the return on tlie ri^ht of the covered- way of the counter- 
guard, were united nearly opposite the capital of Toledo, and thus 
formed the foqrth parallel. Two approaches were commenced on the 
right ; the one, intended to connect the centre of the trench running 
from the third parallel to the right of the covered -way of the counter- 
guard, with the fourtli parallel, and the other, starting from the extreme 
right, close to the ditch of the esplanade bastion, directed on the glacis 
of the left face of Toledo. • 

This night the working parties were extremely fortunate. No 
casualties occurred; there was a heavy fire, but the irange of the shells 
was too wide, and the vertical fire of tlie^place not suificiently elevated. 
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The saps advanced rapidly, shrouded by a dense fog ; and although the 
besieged threw out a number of light balls, the thickness of the atmo- 
sphere rendered them ineffective. 

The highest praise is due to General Chassd for the loyalty and 
humanity he evinced i^p to the latest moment, — not so much in 
sparing the city, — but for so directing his fire as not to injure the 
villages immediately in the rear of the line of attack. Berchem, for 
instance, the centre of which is not above 2500 yards from the ramparts, 
was within easy range of his shells. This village was the head-quarters 
of the Marshal, of the artillery, and engineers. It was crowded with 
officers and troops of all arms, and filled with inhabitants. One park 
of artillery was formed near its entrance, on the Malines side, and a 
nark of engineers was established at the church. . General Cliasse must 
have known this, and miglit have created the utmost inconvenience, and, 
perhaps, loss, by directing his fire upon it : — but he abstained. The 
same thing may be said of the village of JSt. Laurent ; the church of 
which was employed as a hospital. One or two projectiles may have 
fallen in this quarter ; but, if they did, they w^ere accidental. In gene- 
ral, the fire of the besieged was entirely confined to the attacks and 
batteries before them ; and it is a matter of astonishment, considering 
the accuracy of their range, that so few casualties occurred. The mul- 
ti])licity of the boyaus and trenches, the strength of the parapets, and 
softness of the ground, can alone account for this ; for it is not too 
much to say, that it would ha^e been difficult to have found two square 
yards of ground between the different parallels and trenches that were 
not cither ploughed with shot or torn with projectiles. 

At eleven a.m. the battery* of mortars, H, on the extreme right of the 
second parallel^ opened its fire, which, combined with that of the other 
mortar batteries, evidently told severely on bastion Toledo, and the cur- 
tain to its left, as the mortar fire of the besieged, which had hitherto 
been extremely well sustained from this point, evidently slackened ; 
occasioned, as it appeared, by some of the pieces being disabled, and 
by one or two small service magazines of powder and live shells having 
exploded. One of the buildings of the citadel was observed to be in 
flames, but the ravages of the shells had left little to be devoured by fire. 
S?carcely anything remained standing but bare walls, and these were 
rapidly crumbling to dust, leaving nothing but a blackened and scorched 
chaos of ruins, that were enough to have discouraged the stoutest hearts. 

In the mean time, the miners continued their work under St. Laurent, 
and, having completed their galleries, commenced chambers for three 
mines. The blinded descent, which had been terminated to within a 
few inches of tlie wre vetted counterscarp,^ was not opened. It was 
wide enough to admit six men abreast, and sufficieutly strong to resist 
a sharp fire of bombs. A quantity of fascines and Igng saucissons, 
loaded with stones, were brought up to the lodgment, and placedT in 
“ readiness for the passage of the ditch. 

The fourth parallel was widened during the day. Banquettes and 
loop-holes were established on the left, to enable the tirailleurs to 
fire into the reverse of St. Laurent, and •banquettes with steps were 
made opposite the covered way of Toledo, in order to facilitate the 
repulse of any Sjirtie that might be made from this quarter. Pre- 
parations were begun to debouche, by double sap, from the foiulb 
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parallel, on the nearest point of the covered-way, in order to effect the 
crowning of the glacis. On the right, a communication was established 
by a passage of fascines, between the right flank of the counter-guard 
and the approaches on the glacis of Toledo, near tlie re-entering place 
of arms. The principal object of this communication was to render it 
more easy to apprize tlic rampart gun-men, stationed in the lodgments 
of the counter-guard, when and how to direct their aim. 

The fire of the place was resumed, and gallantly maintained. Some 
casualties occurred. One of the volunteer sharp-shooters, posted in a 
blinded lodgment, was buried, and badly wounded, by a shell which 
alighted on the top of the small excavation where he was concealed. 
Several others shared tlic same fate. 

The Diitcli fleet again moved up- the Scheldt, and exchanged fire with 
the troops on the right bank, hut without any extraordinary result to 
either party. The forts St. Piiilippe and La Croix having been partially 
armed, the latter, with only two 8-incli howitzers, were in a position to 
resist all cITorts of tlie squadron to ascend the river ; and, as the utmost 
vigilance was exercised by the detachments of General Acliard’s and 
Sebastiani’s divisions, it was only at great risk and peril that Colonel 
Koopnian, commanding the flotilla of gun -boats opposite the citadel, 
was enabled to convey the Governor’s despatches, or communications 
to his government. This, however, was eft*ccted by confidential and 
intrepid seamen, who, in small boats, with muffled oars, crossed the in- 
undations, dropped down with the tidq, and look advantage of the 
shadow of the banks to pass unobserved by the forts and vedettes ; or, if 
challenged, held to the middle of the stream, and pushed on in despite 
of the fire. In order, if possible, to intercept these communications, 
guard-boats, manned by the men of the marine company attached to the 
army, constantly rowed up and down between the citadel and Fort du 
Word, 


From 12tli to 13tli. — ^The chambers in St. Laurent were not yet com- 
pleted. Masscji of stone and various obstacles were encountered by the 
miners, that delayed the work. From the water of the ditch having 
been let olf by the garrison, who began to suspect that something wrong 
was going on, and had discovered the rafts near the descent, without, 
however, seeing that of tlie miners, the latter was stranded in the mud, 
and could only be set afloat by the men springing into the ditch, and 
hauling it off by main force. 

On the right, the covered -way of the left face of tlie Toledo bastion 
was crowned to the. distance of 65 yards, and a loop-holed place of arms 
for musketry was established on that part of it which enfiladed the 
co\^ered-way on the 'right face. This operation was completed by day* 
breal^. 

The besieged made good use of their vertical fire : the small portable 
coehorns and pierriers were found to annoy the woVkmen j but the range 
of shells was less perfect. ' The besieging batteries were extremely 
active. Marshal Gerard, in his report of the 13th, says, “ I have 
given orders that our fire shall be arranged so that th^re shall be con* 
Unmlly a shot and shell in the ajr: the execution of this measure allows 
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»o respite to the enemy, and prevents his quitting the casemates where 
he has taken refuge.’* In fact, taking the number of projectiles hurled 
on the citadel at 63,000 during the nineteen days, — that is, 83,000 round 
shot, 14,000 mortar, and 16,000 howitser sliells, — it will be found that 
the Marshal's orders were strictly performed ; and that, on allowing the 
time necessary for the shells to perform their parabola, few seconds could 
liave elapsed without a shot or shell being in motion. 

The various besieging batteries having been advanced to the points 
they were intended to occupy, until the progress of the approaches per- 
mitted the establishment of those intended to batter and counter-batter 
the ramparts, no new works were undertaken by this arm. Some of 
the embrasures were, however, changed, according as the besieged 
directed their own pieces. Officers were stationed on the tower of the 
cathedral^ to observe the range, and make reports on its accuracy. This 
was <in advantage of great importance to the besiegers, and rendered 
the slightest inaccuracy inexcusable. A shell from the place fell close 
to the powder-magazine of battery No. 8, and set fire to some loaded 
shells, by which three gunners were wounded. 

The miners in St. Laurent were advancing rapidly with their work, 
when the detonation of a 24-pounder in No. 11 battery, acting on the 
mouth of the gallery, caused so strong a concussion of air that the 
earth in one of the chambers fell in, and nearly buried the miner. This 
produced additional delay, and retarded the operation of charging the 
fourneau. Before dusk, however, the damaged chamber was again 
cleared, the three fourneaus loaded, each with about 420 lbs. of powder; 
and the saucissons laid ready to receive the match. From various causes 
these operations liad occupied the greater part of five days. The delay 
was principally caused by the extreme solidity and consistency of the 
revetment, and' from the lightness of the sandy soil within, interspersed 
with fragments of rubbish or bricks, which obstructed the advance of 
the galleries, and when removed, caused the sand to crumble, as to 
require great caution on the part of the miners, as well as the employ- 
ment of planks and other supports. Everything having been reported 
ready by the engineers, and three long rafts being brought down to the 
mouths of the descents, that on the right was cut through the counter- 
scarp, and orders given for the assault to take place at flight. 

In the mean time^ tlie besiegers kept up a galling fire. A 16-pounder, 
mounted under a blindage in the retired flank of Fernando, was brought 
to bear on the head of the sap on the right, so as to enfilade the boyau 
crowning the glacis on the left face of Toledo. The besieged made 
such good use of this piece, tliat the head of the sap, and the stuffed 
gabions employed, to cover the sappers, were nearly demolished, and 
the work interrupted for some time. The l)utch artillery on this occa- 
sion showed a precision of practice not to be exceeded by any gunners 
in Europe, The calibre of the piece employed was jflrecisely th^t to 
which allusion already has been made in speaking of the materiel best 
adapted for defences. The deluge of bombs, shells, biscayans, stones, 
grenades, and grape, showered on the sap on the extreme right, near 
the ditch of the esplanade bastion, rendered it prudent to withdraw the 
workmen, of whom 1 officer and*6 men were wounded, as well as 16 of 
the French guard. 

The damage done to the citadel this day greatly annoyed the garrison* 



344 


SIEGE Of ANTWERP IN 1832. 


The terte-pleins of the bastions, and the ground in every direction, were 
torn up with shells, rendering it extremely difficult for the troops to 
move ; whilst the ruins of the buildings, dropping across the communi- 
cations, in many instances precluded the possibility of changing the 
positions of the guns, or bringing up ammunition. The casemates in the 
masonry, that served as a last refuge, no longer afforded security from the 
fire, the fragments and splinters falling into the entrances, and wounding 
some of the men. The vaulted roof of the powder-magazine had also 
suffered, and, on the side of the church, was completely battered down* 
The besiegers’ ricochet fire also made great havoc on the bastions. 
The bomb-proof hospital was injured ; a beam had given way, and a 
deep crevice was remarked in its front. “ One expected with horror,” 
says General Chasse, “ to see this building fall down ; it is dreadful to 
anticipate such a misfortune, and to be unable to apply the slightest 
remedy.” Four officers were this day killed or wounded, and several 
men put hors de combat. 

Notwithstanding this distressing state of affairs, the garrison in 
general behaved with remarkable fortitude and patience, and tlie officers 
of infantry gave a noble example to their men ; whilst Lieut.-Colonel 
Selig, commanding the artillery, was indefatigable in his exertions 
night and day, and proved the courage and activity of the gallant men 
under his orders, by the rapidity and violence of their fire. 

It lias been omitted to mention, that a dosciter from the citadel, who 
was on duty in the burnt arsenal, contrived to make his escape. This 
man, who was a native of Lillo, gave a deplorable account of the situation 
of the fortress ; but was unable to communicate any further information. 
To prevent a recurrence of these desertionr, General Chasse only em- 
ployed native Dutchmen, or men on whom he could rely, on this duty. 
It must be mentioned, to the honour of the garrison, -that desertions 
were at all times extremely rare, and these, principally of Swiss, Germans, 
or Belgians. 

The French princes and the Marshal again visited the liospitals. 
A donation of 8000 francs was placed by King Leopold at the 
disposition of the Burgomestre (Legrelle), for the use of the poorer 
classes who most suffered by the operations. Many of these, who were 
market gardeuero and small farmers of the Pepiniere, or ground in front 
of Berchem, not only had their gardens and trees damaged, but their 
habitations completely demolished, as every building within the radius 
of the first parallel was either totally destroyed, or riddled with shot. 
A sum of money was also transmitted by the Queen of the Belgians to 
purchase comforts and convenience foriLhe wounded. 

ASSAJJLT OF THE LUNETTE ST. LAURENT. 

From 13th to 14tlr. — ^After nearly sixteen nights’ open trenches, the 
preparatidifs for the assault of St. Laurent were completed, and orders 
issued to the general commanding the trenches, to prepare for the storm. 
Much, too much in a military point of view, was said of this outwork ; 
defended by little more than a hundred men, with only one 5^ inch 
howitzer, two coeUorn mortars, and one 6-pounder, mounted behind a 
)ong embrasure on its right face, that enfiladed the road, or path leading 
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to St. Laurent. The lunette, as before observed, was connected with 
the reduit in the salient place of arms of the ravelin, by atdouble pali- 
saded caponiere, the left of which was somewhat strengthened by the 
remnants of some old ruined arches in masonry. On inspection, this 
turned out to be a work of no great solidity or importance, especially as 
regarded the palisades, vVhich were made of weak and unsound materials, 
but, with the exception of their tops, sheltered from the fire of Mon^ 
tebello and other batteries, by the ramp in their front. The gorge was 
closed by a loop-holed wall of no extraordinary thickness, and not 
above 16 feet in height. A narrow ditch had been recently cut at the 
reverse foot, and beyond this again, were a number of trous de loup, 
converging from tlie flanks of the ditch to the edge of the caponierc , 
blocks of stone were also scattered about in several directions ; but these 
were of little use. A strong iron gatb closed the entrance. Tlie interior 
presented nothing formidable; and, apparently, the Dutch engineers 
had not taken any precautions to anticipate attack, or meet it when 
attemi)ted. No counter-galleries were made; there were no inward 
palisades, no chevaux dc frise ; and the blinded magazine under the 
capital near the salient, which might have been piimed fur explosion, 
was left to the mercy of the assailants. No part of the covered- way 
was palisaded. In short, it is not too much to assume, that, had it 
been a matter of importance to the besiegers to carry this outwork 
by escalade, this operation might have been eft'ected, with trifling loss, 
on tlie fourth or fifth night. It has been objected, that the loss of 
life from a coup de main woiJd not have exceeded that of the casual- 
ties caused by the fifteen days’ work. Tliis might liave been ilje case ; 
but it mu&t be rccollectec^ that the fire from the place rendered the 
lunette untenable, and that it could be of no importance to the besiegers 
until their parallels were sufficiently advanced to require it as a point of 
support to their left. 

The plan adopted by the Marshal cannot but be approved of in the 
present instance of quasi hostilities, when he was without fear of inter- 
ruption, and vvlien an incessant bombardment was paving the way to the 
surrender of the body of the place, if, indeed, tlie term body can be ap- 
plied to a fortress, tlie interior of which already presentccl one black 
and distorted chaos of smouldering ruins. The process of descent and 
breach also oflered an admirable lesson to the engineers, of which they 
wisely availed themselves. Indeed, the whole siege may be considered 
as bearing the character of a practical model, rather than an example of 
vigorous attack and obstinate defence. For the* distinction between 
passive and obstinate resistance^is as great as that between a scientific 
and enterprising attack. 

But, to return* to the oporartons. The* mine being reported ready, 
the blinded descent was pierced at dark, the fascines and saucissons 
were brought up close to the edge of the ditch, and the three rafts, 
joined one to the other, were prepared for launclAng, Three storming 
parties were formed of flank companies of the 65lh line, and posted with 
reserves in the lodgment on the capital and boyau leading from the 
second parallel, nearest the points of attack, A fourth column, com- 
posed of one company of light infantry, ‘supported by a detachment of 
grenadiers, were directed to debouche from the tr^ch opposite the led 
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of the caponi^re, to rush on that and the gorge, and to cut off the retreat 
of the garrison* Nos. 2 and 3, of 50 grenadiers each, were placed 
close to the descents, and were intended to pass the ditch and mount 
the breach, whilst No. 1, consisting of 25 grenadiers, with 6 ladders, 
and 6 pioneers, armed with axes, were to turn the right face, and scale 
the wall of the gorge. No. 4, as before said, were to dash on the left, 
‘and to cut olT the passage by the caponiere ; and, being likewise fur- 
nished with axes and ladders, were to attack the gorge in case of resist- 
ance. The whole were to be supported by reserves of 100, and further 
reserves of 200 each, and to be covered by a vigorous fire of musketry 
from the places of arms in the second parallel, directed against the 
ravelin, and by a more than ordinary discharge from the batteries against 
Toledo, Hernando, and the curtains to the right and left of the former. 
Owing to various unexpected delays, and the length of time required to 
construct the passage of fiiscines, it was not until nearly five \.m. on 
the 14th, that tjie details were compl(‘ted, and the match applied to the 
saucisson of the mine. After a few moments* anxious suspense it pro- 
duced the desired clfcct. Three successive shocks anfd explosions took 
place, and when the smoke and dust had cleared away, the scarp pre- 
sented a wide and practicable breach ; the whole mass of the salient, 
the masonry of which was peculiarly firm and consistent, having been 
driven bodily forward, was separated from the work, and projected out 
of its true line at least three feet, still, however, retaining its perpen- 
dicular. 

Tlie men, who had been kept in a stato»of feverish excitement during 
some hours, were eager to rush on, but llie violence of the explosion 
hacl injured part of tlie fascine passage, sui>.k one of the rafts, and de- 
molished jiart of the lodgment on the covered -way of the capital. This 
again occasioned sonic delay, and it was not until LieuCenant-Colonel 
Vaillant, of the Engineers, ventured across the bridge, and reconnoitred 
the breach to its summit, — an enterprise he twice performed, — that 
orders were given by signal for the storming parties to advance. More 
than half an hour liad been required, after the explosion, for the neces- 
sary repairs. Had the garrison rallied, and stood with courage to the 
breach, the loss of the storming party must have been great. But, 
although they had detected the operation of forming the passage, and 
had directed so sharp a fire on it as to stagger the workmen, and cause 
much hesitation, they were cither unprepared for an attack, or so 
stunned with the sudden effect of the explosion, that they offered no 
resistance to the assailants, who, advancing in the order prescribed, 
rushed forward without firing a shot, ahd in a few seconds were mas** 
ters of the lunette — the second and thirty party mounting the breach, 
the first escalading the right ilank of thd gorge, and the fourth throwing 
themselves into tlie 'caponiere, and closing the gate. One lieutenant, 
one Serjeant, and 48 rank and file, were made prisoners, 7 were found 
dead; the remainder, ®about 56 in number, on the first or weakest ex- 
plosion, threw down their arms, and made their escape by the caponiere 
into the reduit of the salient place of arms of the ravelin. The captain 
commanding them, having been wounded on the previous day, haa not 
been replaced. The fourth cotumn of Ikttack having been exposed to A 
heavy flank fire from the covered-way of the lavelin aqd ramparts, suf^ 
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fered severely, losing 3 killed and 30 wounded. The others, more 
fortunate, had not a man touched. 

The moment the operation was effected, the prisoners were marched 
off, and the captured howitzer turned against the ravelin. A lodgment 
was then ynJide across the summit of the breach, under cover of the 
ruins, and a communication was run along the top of the revetment of 
the left face, as far as the flank angle, tlie talus of Uie rampart forming- 
a parapet. The fascine bridge was strengthened, and a parapet made 
on its right flank to screen it from the fire of Toledo, from which it 
was, however, almost entirely sheltered by the angle of the flank. This 
bridge being liable to accidents, it was determined, in order to secure 
certain access to the lunette, to connect the gorge, by a branch of 
communication, with the approach debouching from the re-entering 
place of arms, joining the fourth parallel. It was nearly six a.m. before 
this operation was commenced ; but in despite of the heavy fire of 
shells and grape, which for some time caused considerable hesitation 
amongst the workmen, the sap was rapidly pushed on, and before 
broad daylight, the men were completely under cover. 

On the 4th column arriving at the caponiere, it was found that the 
palisades liacl been little injured, and the wall of the gorge almost 
intact, in despite of ten days’ heavy fire from Montebello. The scaling 
ladders furnished to the party, being only twelve or fourteen feet long, 
were likewise insufficient ; but the irons de lonp and blocks of stone 
oflered little impediment. The men sprang across these, and reached 
the foot of the wall without ^ifliculty. After the first explosion, no 
resistance was ofl’ered, hut prior to that the little garrison mustered a 
gallant fire. Several Dutch soldiers boldly sprang on the parapet, and 
shot at the miners as they were returning on the raft. 

Whilst thes^ operations were being carried on to the left, a heavy 
fire of musketry was directed against the ramparts from the fourth 
parallel and lodgment crowning the glacis on the left face of Toledo. 
Taking advantage of the moment the attention of the besieged was 
occupied with the assault on the lunette, the fourth parallel was 
widened, deepened, strengthened, amd connected with the salient of the 
re-entering place of arms, close to the batardeau, which is common to 
Toledo and the bastion of the esplanade. • 

The lodgment on the capital of St. Laurent being effected, and the 
boyau at its gorge sufficiently advanced to ensure cover, all the troops 
were withdrawn excepting the number positively required to prosecute 
the sap, and a small reserve as a guard. The latter were sheltered by 
the blinded magazine. The 3ay was employed in completing the 
lodgment skirting tlie Boom road, and connecting the fourth parallel 
with the caponiere at the gorge of the luhette. Banquettes and loop- 
holes were established in its centre and flanks for fbusketry, intended to 
oppose that of the besieged stationed in the palisaded reduit of the 
salient place of arms of the ravelin as well as bdhind the cremaifliere 
running along the right face. The latter formed a connexion between 
the reverse of the caponiere and the bridge of communication leiiding 
from the right re-entering place of arms ijpto the ravelin, and thence by 
another bridge, through the ga^e des Secours into the citadel. The 
last«m«ntion^ ^bridge having been much damaged by shells was 
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mortars and howitzers kept up an incessant discharge, and carried con- 
siderable devastation to the enceinte of the place. 

During the night, a shell fell upon the povvder-magazine, between bas- 
tions Fernando and Alba, apparently secured from danger ; it blew up 
with a loud explosion, but caused no other damage. The passage and 
entrance of the powder-magazine of the Dufie bastion was also com- 
*»»pletely destroyed by shells ; and in short every part of the body of the 
citadel presented a scene of indescribable ruin. Amongst other things, 
the flag-staff and colours were repeatedly shot away; and General 
Chassd mentions that, on this day, the standard having been destroyed, 
a sailor gallantly climbed the stalf, and hoisted another in its place. 
Some of the guns under the blindages in the flank of Paciotto, having 
been dismounted, Col. Selig succeeded, by great exertion, in bringing 
up others, which opened their fire during the morning. The practice 
of the guns on the right flank of Fernando was so perfect, that the 
besiegers were unable to prolong the crowning beyond the third traverse 
on the left face of Toledo. A mortar was also brought into play by the 
besieged from bastion Toledo, and another from the curtain over the 
gate des Secours on the other side. The lire of the coehonis in tlie 
lodgment opposite the capital of St. Laurent, as well as that of the 
howitzers in the lunette, galled the besieged so severely in the covered- 
way of the ravelin, that, they were compelled to abandon it, with the 
loss of thirteen wounded, still maintaining possesaion of llie palisaded 
reduit or palanque in the right re-entering place of arms, whence their 
musketry lire severely incommoded the kdgmenta in St. Laurent and at 
the gorge. 

By the exertions of Colonel Koopman a«d ilie sailors of the flotilla, 
the garrison were enabled this day to remove eighty-three sick and 
wounded to the TSte de Flandre, an operation not ejwily performed, 
as the shells of the besiegers, great numbers of which fell in the direc- 
tion of the sally-port, rendered the service at once perilous and laborious ; 
but the activity and sanii;-froid of the sailors overcame every obstacle, 
and the whole was effected without accident. The artillery of the 
garrison reckoned 8 guns and ] 2 carriages disabled in the last three 
days, making altogether 16 guns and 27 carriages hors de comhaL 
Their casualtier from the commencement of the siege amounted to 
60 killed, 191 wounded,, ^nd 60 missing, and amongst them several 
officers. 

During the afternoon the lodgments near the gorge of St. Laurent 
were improved, and tlie traverse on the middle of the caponiere strength- 
ened. A small blinded lodgment waS made here by the sappers to 
protect the squad not at work from vertical fire. It must be observed, 
that the sap was conducted accordinjj to the system laid down by 
Vauban by squads of four sappers and a corporal, relieving each other 
every hour ; the cuirass and helmet were invariably employed. The 
woiking parties in the different boyaus and trenches most exposed, of 
their own accord perforated small excavations under the reverses, into 
which they hastily sprung, on a shell falling close to the edge. It was 
interesting to observe the intelligence displayed by the men in forming 
for themselves places of shelter, either by excavations such as have been 
mentioned, or by placing one or two fascines diagoi^ally against the 
jpampeti so as to form a sort of inclined trarerso against spUnterr* 
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Many accidents were thus avoided. Personal observation enables ua 
to ^eak to the efficacy and simplicity of the contrivance. 

lije covered- way of Toledo was crowned before dusk as far as the 
point intended for the establishment of the counter-battery No. 15, and 
the descent into the ditch prepared for placing the first chassis — the shaft 
was about seven feet in height by six broad. The solidity and beauty 
of this work was highly creditable to the French miners. A sm^L 
advanced gallery was run nearly down to the revetment of the counter- 
scarp, and the ground secured in cash of countermining. Nothing 
having been discovered, the work proceeded with security. 

For such of the readers who are not acquainted witli the nature of 
descents, a short description may not be useless. Tliey are of three 
kinds: — Ist, d del ouvert^ or open, which is a mere trench or passage 
cut through the glacis and covered-\t^ay, to the level of the water, if 
wet, and to the bottom of the ditch, if dry, and is used when the height 
of the covered-way is too small to admit of a blinded or subterraneous 
work. 2d. Blinded is a passage of the same nature, but of greater 
width ; its sides are supported by simple blinds ]>laced vertically. Upon 
the top of these a third blind is laid horizontally, to sup])ort hurdles, 
fascines, and earth, with which the whole is covered, so as to render it 
bomb-proof. When the ground is extremely loose or sandy, planks 
are introduced behind the blinds on the sides^o prevent the earth falling 
in. This species of descent is practised when the depth of the ditch 
does not admit of a subterraneous excavation, as in the descent H del 
convert. This latter is nothisig more than a subterranean gallery, 
such as is to be met with in common mines. In order to render its 
sides and roof capable of resisting the pressure of earth and weight of 
shells, the first are maintained with strong chassis or frames, having 
three uprights And three transversal beams. Behind these, planks are 
placed horizontally, or ratlier following the inclination of the plane, 
Tliese are again secured by sliort horizontal or diagonal spars. The 
top is secured by a strong frame resting on the lateral supports, and 
above this a roof is formed of strong planks. TJie portion nearest the 
mouth being the weakest and most, liable to accident from shells, is 
well covered with fascines, gabions, and sand-hags, so as to form a 
cavalier for musketry. Tiie plane of the descent vari^« according to 
the depth of the ditch, as well .as the point w^tence the opening com- 
mences, but the general calculation is about' 1 in 4 inches. In our 
sieges in Spain, nothing of this kind was ever executed, nor was there 
time permitted for such a proceeding. If it had been otherwise, it is 
difficult to say how it might ha^e succeeded, when one considers the 
sad deficiency of sappers and miners and the want of practice of the 
British soldiers in*all the finer jfnd more delicate operations of attacks 
Not having any immediate data at hand to go l)y, it is not easy to 
particularise the number of times within the lust fifty years that a 
descent into a wet ditch has been executed ; but it lias been of shell 
rare occurrence as to render it an epoch in the late siege, and conse- 
quently to give increase^ interest to the operation itself. One may 
venture to state that the besieging engineers would have been sadly 
disappointed, had the place suri^ndered before they were enabled to 

i ierfect their work. Such an opportunity may not speedily recur, and 

ew Uve (Q eeQ it*; but the detaik of the event wiU remain as precioue 
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records in the archives of that department, and will ^ turned to good 
account 

The name of a British officer who was present at the siege, and 
assiduously followed every inch of the different works, has been men- 
tioned. It is probable that zealous officer considers the experience he 
gained on this occasion as invaluable to man in his department. 
‘Of course the practice of all these details is minutely attended to by 
the English corps of sappers and miners; but there is a wide difference 
between the school work in a polygon, and the same operation carried 
on within forty yards of an enemy, and under a heavy fire of every 
species of projectile. 

The duties of the trenches had hitherto been taken by the four bri- 
gades, forming tlie third and fourth divisions, strengthened by one 
regiment from the first ; but in ofder to give participation to as many 
men as possible in the honours of the siege, the brigades of ihc reserve 
division also took their turn. This division, commanded by Lieut- 
General Schramm, and principally composed of flankers, as will be 
seen by referring to the returns in llie Appendix, had remained in 
reserve, as much with a view of giving the whole army of the north an 
opportunity of sharing in the recompenses anticipated by their com- 
rades, as with that of meeting the movement of concentration made by 
tbe seventh and eighth Prussian corps in the Rhenaue provinces, the 
head-quarters of which, under General Muffling, were established at 
CrefelJ. Lieut.-Geiieral Schramm had his head-quarters at Malines, 
and a brigade of bis division relieved tlie trenches this day, marching 
from Malines, and returning to that place on the following day. Tlie 
besieging army exclusively before the citjfdel was thus augmented to 
upwards of 30,000 infantry. 

The Dutch prisoners who had passed the night at ^crehem were 
marched off this day in the direction of Prance. The officer, Lieut. 
Boer, was treated with marked kindness by the besiegers. It was re- 
marked that the men who belonged to the 10th Dutch regiment were 
mostly of the Jewish persuasion, and that they were unusually small 
and weakly looking. But when it is considered what the poor fellows 
had gone through during the last three or four days, it cannot be a 
matter of surprise that tliey appeared dispirited and ill-conditioned. 
The Dutch wounded, of whom there were^ seven or eight, were conveyed 
to the Antwerp hospital, where they met with the utmost care and attention. 

lliG divisions Achard and Sebastian! maintained tlieir positions, and 
continued to fortify the po,sts on both banks. The guns in fort La 
Croix, which had hitherto consisted of only two Sdnch howitzers, were 
reinforced by twoeigliteen-pounders. Occasional skirmishes took place 
between the gun-boats ami the" French piquets on the dykes, but 
nolliing serious was .attempted. 

The rain agajn fell in torrents and inundated the trenches ; those on 
the^eft of the jirst parallel, and batteries 6 and 11, were nearly impassable. 


From 15th to 16th.-*At 'dark, a fdouble sap w)bis pushed forward 
Ulong the left of the caponi^re, from the traverse made in iU centre, and 
uatried pit so us to commence crowning the coyered^ jvay of the left 
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fa<5e of tlio raiveUn, the whole of wliich had beonlfe^^Juated liy the ho- 
sieged. This was not discovererl until Uhe Sa})per8 reached the 
place of arms, and after attaching a bag of powder, as a pdtard, blew 
in the wood-work of tlie palanque*, intending to clear the covered-way 
by the bayonet Tlie /ight face of the covered-way of Toledo waa 
likewise crowned to a sufficient distance to admit the foundation of the 
counter- battery No* 15, intended to batter the right retired ftatth of 
Fernando. 

The approaches debouching from the fourth parallel were Strength^ 
ened, and oilier boyau§ were made in its rear to facilitate iiie passage 
of the guns reserved for arming batteries 14 and 15, which would thus 
be brought from the Park between JBerchem and Wilryck by the com- 
munication leading from the forme^T village to the first parallel to the 
left of battery No. 5 ; tlien following this parallel to the right, through 
the zig-zag to the left of battery Ff tiicn along the second parallel, and 
the trcncli in its front across the Boom chaussde, then through the third 
parallel and boyaus leading direct to the fourth parallel immediately 
contiguous to the rear of the batteries* 

The descent into the ditch was advanced some feet, and the first 
chassis placed and secured. The workmen were less incommoded than 
usual this night by the fire of the place. The torrents of rain and the 
darkness probably prevented the artillery from displaying theij^af^uj-^ 
turned energy. On the side of the besiegers the mortars and ho^tzers 
continued tlieir prescribed number of rounds. The artillery com- 
menced a new battery. No. 13, for four sixteen-pounders, near the 
re-entering place of arms on the left face of the lunette, at 215 yards 
from the salient of tlic ravelin, and nearly parallel to the right face of 
Toledo, vvhicli it was intended to batter direct. 

The nature of the ground, which was here extremely swamj>y, pre- 
sented great obstacles to the progress of the work ; but by daylight the 
whole of tlie parapets and coffer were completed, and the ground ready 
fur the reception of the platforms and construction of the magazine. 
In the meantime the breaching-battery was advancing rapidly; but 
here again the surface of the ground joffered considerable impediments. 
It was necessary to fill up a deep excavation on the ^ot proposed for 
the position of the two right guns, as well as to give more tiian usual 
height and thickness to the parapets : but by daylight the sleepers and 
platforms were laid down for the four left guns, and the frames or blinds 
placed in the embrasures. This battery covered al^ut eiglUy feet from 
right to left within the coffer this extra length was caused by a tra- 
verse placed between the third and fourth gun on the right, and thus 
forming, as it w^re, two batteries. • The crowning of the glacis was 
strengthened on the left, ancT the revetfiient raised as high as the 
genouilliere. 

Reports reached head-quarters of some movements in the Dutch 
army, indicating an intention of advancing to the succouf of the ptSfCew 


* Apalanque is a spedes of fortiBcation, bo cdled in Hungary. It is made of 
stakes driven into the earth, interlaced with *twigs, and covered with earth. — 
In the present instance it was composed of upright timberji, planks, and hurdles, 
and thatched witl| s^aw, forming a block-house or guard-room. The woi'd of 
course comes from the Cierman pianke, wheuee our word plank, 
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A brigade of cavalr^, cantoned to the right of Contich, received orders 
to move upon Turnhout, and the generals of brigade of the division 
Achard, as well as his royal highness the Duke of Orleans^ command- 
ing the advanced guard, had orders to hold themselves in readiness. 
Similar commands were issued to the reserve, division, and a part of the 
^ third and fourth. Had any serious attempt been made by the Prince 
^ uf^Qra^nge, these troops would have been concentrated, as circumstances 
might require, in the direction of Turnhout, leaving a sufficient number 
of men to continue the operations of the siege. This, however, proved 
to be a superfluous measure of precaution. It was well ascertained that 
the Prussian corps of observation had no intention of co-operating with 
the Dutch troops, and that its concentration was a mere measure of 
general policy, sanctioned by a protocol of the Germanic Diet. On 
the other hand, it could scarcely be contemplated that the Prince of 
Orange, however eager to measure himself with the Belgian army, 
would attempt so rash an enterprise as an attack upon this army, much 
superior in numbers to his own, and supported, or rather flanked by 
nearly 30,000 French, forming altogether a mass of 86,000 eflectives, 
with 200 pieces of cannon ; whilst the whole of the troops that his royal 
highness could bring forward did not exceed 46,000 men, with about 
96 field-pieces. 

fbe idea of an attack on the part of the Dutch army was therefore 
never seriously entertained at the French or Belgian head-quarters ; 
and, alTWas anticipated, the reported movement proved to be a mere 
change of cantonment of two or three battalions of infantry dispatched 
from the left to strengthen the right of the line, which was appuyed on 
the Scheldt by Bergcn-op-Zoom and Batz. *' 

The position held by the Belgian troops continued nearly the same. 
Maestricht, of which the garrison amounted to about 5500' eflectives, was 
watched by the third division of infantry, cantoned at Tongres, Loo, 
Hasselt, and the vicinity, which, as circumstances required, could act 
fis a reserve to the first division, echeloned along the frontier by Diest 
and Beringen, Hechtel and Peer, thus covering the road from Eind- 
hoven and Helmond to St, Trend and Louvain. The second division 
had its advance at Turnhout, its head-quarters at Herenthals, and was 
in immediate- cdhimunication with the first division by Gheel and the 
villages on the Nette. The fourth division remained in reserve, and 
was echeloned from Terveuren upon Louvain, so as to support the 
right or centre, as 9 ccasion might require. The French troops took 
charge of the front included between the Turnhout chauss^e and the 
Scheldt, and covered the different roods debouching from Holland on 
Antwerp. In the event of an attack, thp combined Belgian and French 
army would have maintained its left and refused its right, by taking up 
the position of the greater Nette, and by thus drawing the enemy two 
inarches from 'nis frontier, not only have facilitated their own more 
rapid ccAicexftration in a strong position, completely covering all the 
apjiroaches to the capital, but would haye exposed the right flank of 
their adversaries to be turned and enveloped, and their retreat cut off 
from Holland in case of defeat. 

The Dutch troops were said to be in a high state of efficiency, and 
their artillery, though less numerous than that of the« Belgians, much 
superior in practice and experience. The latter arm may be considered 
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the «ilite of their army. The cause is easily explamed for at ihe pcvitMl 
of the revolution nearly the whole of the held brigades retained com- 
plete into Holland ; and as an immense proportion of the ofhcers and 
non-commissioned were Dutchmen, they were enabled to give great 
extension to this corps, and to supply its ranks with old and experienced 
men taken from the garrison or militia battalions. Their heavy cavalry 
was also peculiarly fine, but the light cavalry and infantry were not to 
be compared in appearance with the Belgian troops ; and in point of 
drill and manoeuvre could boast of no superiority. As regarded the 
general equipment of the Belgian army, little remained to be desired ; 
and with the exception of the English soldiers, to whom they bear a 
strong physical resemblance, it would not be possible anywhere in 
Europe to find a finer body of men. * The “ staff,*' to use the technical 
term, is admirable, and although the Flemings, as is the case with all 
people inhabiting flat or marshy countries, are not good marchers, they 
possess a number of qualities which are the first requisites for forming* 
good soldiers. Personal courage is not alluded to, for it is an almost 
admitted fact, that if the officers and non-commissioned are good, and 
the system of discipline equal, men of all countries would be found 
equally courageous. For instance, the Italians, Poles, and troops of 
the Confederation incorporated in the French army, gave constant proofs 
that they were not behind-hand in gallantry with their French comrades ; 
and in our service, we have seen men of all nations fight side by side 
with our own people ; — more cpuld not be required, nor a greater com- 
pliment be paid to them. 

This being the birth-day^of the king of the Belgians, a grand Te 
Deum was celebrated in the cathedral of Notre Dame. At 1 1 o'clock 
the Belgian officers of the garrison assembled at the house of the com- 
mandant, and thence proceeded in a body to the palace, to wait on 
General Desprez. The latter joined them with his staff, and proceeded 
at the head of the troops, already paraded on the Place Verte, into the 
body of the church, where the service immediately commenced. There 
was something highly affecting and imposing in the sight of the vast 
body of this mighty edifice filled with dense masses of soldiers and 
citizens, listening with devout attention to the deep client of the cho- 
risters, and the swelling peals of the organ, whilst between every modu- 
lation of the instrument, or pause in the holy songs, the thundering 
echoes of the cannon, or bursting of projectiles in the air, made the 
windows of the venerable pile vibrate, and even shook the vaulted floor 
on which one stood. It was one of those singular moments in men's 
lives, that lead them to doubt of the real existence of what they hear 
and see ; for so great was the contrast between the pious attitude of 
the mix^ crowd, the melody of the rich voices, the thrilling tones of 
the swelling organ, and the sight of the servants of GocUattired in their 
rich surplices and scapularies, with the thunder of the guns, the explosion 
of shells, and the thought of the work of violence going bn within a 
few yards, that one required to be shaken from his reverie ere he could 
credit that the whole was not some dramatic delusion, or that it was 
possible, that the same men who were devoutly praying on bended 
knees for God's blessing and protection, should be eageny panting to 
rush without the*city gates to gorge their hands in blood. If these 
exptesBions be ^ild or confbs^, they are but the result of the^ im^ 

2 A 2 
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pression left upon the mind by the imposing scene of that morning. It 
was necessary to have been present to have felt its effects^ and, if pre- 
sent, it was impossible not to have been deeply afh^cted. 


16th to 17th. — The torrents of rain that continued to fall, 
greatly incommoded the workmen, and rendered the first and second 
parallel nearly impracticable. A lodgment was made from tliat on the 
salient of the covered-way of Toledo, as far as the second traverse of the 
ravelin, and an opening was pierced into the covered-way of the latter, 
preparatory to a descent d del ouvert into the ditch ; neither the 
counterscarp nor scarp was reveted. The double sap skirting tlie left 
of the caponi^re was prolonged in the direction of the left salient of the 
ravelin, and a boyau was run out from behind this, uniting with the 
communication leading from the gorge to the fourth parallel. The 
miners were busily employed in advancing the descent, and a second 
chaussde established. 

Battery No. 13, on the left flank of St. Laurent, was armed this 
night with four pieces of 16, brouglit from the park. This operation 
presented great difllculties, from the incessant fall of rain, wliich had 
rendered the communications impracticable for the guns ; and as tlie 
surrounding ground was swampy and rotten, it was necessary to con- 
struct a fresh track for each piece, and by violent exertions to drag 
them through the mud. Before this, however, could be completed, the 
whole vicinity of the battery was so cut up, that the ammunition-cars 
and tumbrils could not approach, and it wds necessary to carry the sup- 
plies in baskets, or on slings. On passing from the second parallel into 
the trench leading to the third, one of the guns also was overturned, and 
became immovably fixed, It was impossible to find purchase for levers 
or footing for gins, the legs of which sunk in the mud up to tlie rollers. 

The hollow, stated to have existed on the spot destined for the two 
right breaching guns, was filled up by the workmen attached to the artil- 
lery, and preparations were made for laying down the platforms. The 
revetments or the coffer of the battery were strengthened. At the same 
time, the work* of the counter-battery was busily prosecuted, hut not 
without Sustaining a heavy fire of musketry and hollow projectiles, from 
the bastion contiguous, and of round shot from the flank of that of Fer- 
nando. The spirited and gallant manner in which Lieut-Colonel Selig 
kept up his fire from this quarter, and, the little damage that was done 
m return, are deserving of notice. 

Some discussion had taken place to the results likely to be ob- 
tained by breaching the batardeau. It would certainly, as was argued, 
have the effect of draining the ditches at low water ; but at the return 
of the tide, the natural consequence would he a strong current of water, 
that might carry away the passage across tlie ditch. To obviate the 
latter danger, the engineers made experiments iii the ditches of tlie town, 
by fastening barrels together, secured with timbers, so as to form 
arches. The ends of these iharrels vyere knocked out, and the circum- 
ference strengthened inside and out with iron circles .and cross spars. 
Thay were fouqd to answer the purpose perfectly, and* therefore, the thtCfe 
guns destined to aroi No, 12, were brought upland placed in battery; 
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The number of thalb had been disabled in the citadel rendered 
itneceasaiy for the Desired to employ their reserves from the flahks of 
bastions raciotto and Fernando, the fire of wliich, as well as thaf of 
their rampart guns, was so galling, as to impede the progress of the 
sap. The palisades round the reduits or inner bastions of Toledo, 
having been destroyed, tfie engineers endeavoured to replace them, and 
to widen the excavation at its foot ; but the tremendous fire of 
besiegers rendered it impossible for the workmen to stand their ground, 
and all further attempts were abandoned. Three guns were likewise dis- 
mounted, and the destruction Within the body of the place was only 
arrested by the want of further food for fire or demolition. 

With the exception of arming tlie batteries Nios. 12 and 13, the pro- 
gress of the assailants during the last twenty-four hours was not rapid ; 
and it was remarked, that the breaching and counter- batteries advanced 
slowly. The casualties were, however, few, but the extreme inclemency 
of the night discouraged the working parties, and a more than usual 
number of light balls, thrown with great precision, invariably caused 
hesitation. No attenijit appeared to be made by the people to smother 
these projectiles, which thus often burned with a most brilliant light 
during several minutes. 

A class of persons attached to the French army deserve especial 
mention. I’liese were the vivandicres or licensed suUler-women, of 
uliom a certain number is attached to every regiment, in the propor- 
tion of four per battalion. They receive lodgment in barracks, and 
rations in tlic field. |,Thcy wvar, for the most part, a particular cos- 
tume, have a plaque^ or tin on the arm, denoting their number and the 
corps to which they belongs and have the exclusive privilege of selling 
spirits to the troops or battalion to which they are attached. Their dress 
was gi'uerally a glazed hat, a blue petticoat with a Iri-coloured border, 
and red or garance militaiy trousers, bools, a short cloak, and a keg 
slung round the shoulder, with a small basket containing one or two 
glasses, and a few loaves. Wherever the fire was hottest, there they 
were to be seen ; and it was singular to see the prevailing passion of 
gain, not only leading these heroines into the most dangerous positions, 
but to observe them utterly forgetful of the showers of grape and pro- 
jectiles that, to use the expression of one of them, “^ell like plums ** 
around, alone intent on receiving their small change, or rating some 
debtor who had neglected to pay up his score. Whilst, however, the 
matter of business was always kept in sight, they were not without 
frequently exhibiting instances of nobler sentimei^ts. Their devotion 
and attention to the wounded, *and the readiness with which they ex- 
posed themselves in the cause of humanity, was as remarkable as 
praiseworthy. One amongst them was patticularly cited. She was a 
young woman of rather prepossessing appearance, and peculiar for 
the neatness of her dress. Her courage and disregard of self jvere 
so striking, that she was not only cited by the tvhole army, and the 
subject of conversation to strangers, but she was thought worthy of 
being noticed in general orders. She was thus spoken of by Marshy 
Gerard, in his order of the day. “Antoinette Moran, canlinifere <)f 
the 25th line, aflords daily procH’s of her courage and devotion ; she 
rescued a wounded miner, who had fallen into the ditch, from under the 
enemy's fire, ^e had Already had her hat perforated by a ball, in aa- 
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hist'tig a man ; and amidst a shower of sliells and bullets, she 

bj^u^lit a bearer to carry off anotlier. She deserves the gratitude of 
the army.** During tlie subsequent reviews at Valenciennes, the cele- 
brated canliniere was presented to tlie king, when she received a gold 
medal of 1000 francs value, and a pension of 250 francs per annum. 

Accustomed as British officers are to the dry and laconic style of our 
general orders, where individual traits of courage, especially those 
performed by men below the rank of field-officers, rarely find place, to 
notice the conduct of a woman may appear puerile. But the policy of 
such proceedings cannot be denied, and might safely be adopted with 
us, who have no decoration for junior officers, and no promotion for 
such soldiers wh6'may particularly distinguish themselves. It may be 
replied, that, where all do their duty, where all arc brave, there is no 
necessity or possibility of selection. This cannot hold good, for a 
skirmish rarely occurs that one or two men do not distinguish them- 
selves in a manner that calls for peculiar notice. Soldiers are pretty 
good judges, not only of the bravery of their officers, but of those of 
thoir comrades ; and if, after an action, one takes the trouble of asking 
the men of a company for the names of those who have performed any 
striking act, they are generally as just as they are impartial in their 
replies. 

Battery No. 1 3, having been provisioned, opened its fire, which was 
first directed against the left face of the ravelin, where it dismounted a 
gun, and was then turned upon the right face of Toledo* This fire 
greatly incommoded the besiegers, but it also caused some accidents in 
the lower part of the city, as the shot that ricoched from the parapets, 
flew over the citadel and alighted in the streets bordering on the burned 
arsenal. Some of them struck upon the Scheldt, and' were seen to 
bound on the water far beyond the TAte de Flandre. 

It was the turn of the Duke of Orleans for the trenches, but in conse- 
quence of the reported movement of the Dutch, Ilis Royal Highness 
received orders to remain with the advanced guard. On the Dutch 
frontier, as well as on both banks of the Scheldt, nothing occurred worth 
mentioning, though an attack on the left by Doel was anticipated, the 
Dutch having (joncentrated two or three battalions at Batz. 

The celebrated mortar, of which so much had been said, reached Ant- 
werp this day, and was directed to be co^iveyed to the heath in front of 
Braeschaet, where the Belgians had established a polygon. A section 
of this formidable but unwieldy engine is annexed. In his report, 
General Chass^ complains of this mortar having been employed. It 
was, in the first place, Belgian, so were the 24-pounders in Monte- 
bello. We have given our opini6n as to the equity of this fort and the 
counterguard being employed by the besiegers, and we cannot but coin- 
cide with Gene|ral Chasst!^ at least, in thinking, that there was something 
almost wanton m bringing against him an engine, which could but add 
to a wasteful demolition. For, as it has been remarked, little or nothing 
remained to be destroyed, and the surrender of the place, ruined as it 
was by the fire of hollow projectiles, was a matter inevitable, and might 
with honour have been submitted to when the glacis was crowned. 

To judge, however, by the immense number of projectiles and Stores 
that were being continually brought up from France, ^he besiegers cal- 
culated upon a resistance of some days more ; and froih the firm coun- 
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tenance shown by General Chasst^, there were those who expected that 
he would defend his breach. The highest authorities were divided in 
opinion as to this point, and it was, at all events, considered prudent to 
be amply provided for fourteen days more. 

The casualties of the last twenty-four hours were comparatively 
trifling, not exceeding 7»killed, and 24 wounded. 


From 17th to 18th.— The gun-boats being moored out of fire behind 
the dykes of the polder, a portion of their crews were landed at the 
citadel to assist the artillery ; and, as was the cSiae with our own brave 
sailors at St. Sebastian’s, they were found to render the most essential 
service. Their daring courage was a fine example to the rest of the 
garrison, who, for the most part, worn out and harassed by the incessant 
bombardment, had become much dispirited, and began to look forward 
with eagerness for the moment of surrender. 

Ten coehorn mortars were placed by the besiegers in a battery formed 
in the centre of the fourth parallel, making the number of these guns 
19. Their Arc, combined with that of the light infantry marksmen sta- 
tioned with rampart guns in the counterguard, was found to incommode 
the garrison of the ravelin, and to keep down its fire. The boyau 
crowning the cove red- way of the left face of the ravelin was pushed 
forward, and the descent into the covered-way near the salient converted 
into a lodgment, composed of a double tier of gabions, placed against 
the palisades on the right flank, intended to enfilade the ditch and bridge 
at the extremity of this fece. The boyau crowning the left was im- 
proved and strengthened with banquettes and loop-holes for musketry; 
the same was done to the fourth parallel, intended to silence the fusilade 
from the ravelin. 

The descent d del ouveri was brought down to the edge of the ditch, 
and a large quantity of fascines and gabions were brought up to the dia- 
gonal boyau running from battery 1 to the fourth parallel, in readiness for 
effecting the passage of the ditch, should this operation be determined 
on. Workmen were busily engaged in clearing out the mud, and 
strengthening with fascines and hurdles sucli parts o£ the communica- 
tions through which the breaching guns were required to be brought to 
the front. It was necessary for ttiis to convert some of the boyaus into 
trenches, and to prepare openings where the guns could be dragged out 
in case of the trench being found impracticable. * A new boyau, lead- 
ing from the fourth parallel towards the right face of Toledo, intended 
to unite this parallel with the counter-battery, was commenced, and a 
new lodgment was made from* the right of the crowning of the covered- 
way of the left face of Toledo to the left of the re- entering place of arms 
near the batardeau. , The multiplied and apparently ionfused nature of 
these works renders description difficult. The reader is, theifefore, 
requested to follow the plan, upon the minnte correctness of which he 
may implicitly rely. 

The weather continued most inclement ; but the number of workmen 
being even more than was nec^sary, the ground light, and an abundant 
supply of gabions and fascines at hand, the different saps were conducted 
with tol6rabU*rapidity, The fire fro^a the place was, however, ex- 
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tremely galling; a captain of engineers, and a ILcutetianl of infantry 
attached to the picked nIarkAmcn, were killed, and several men wounded, 
A lieutenant of artillery iiud several gunners were also wounded in the 
batteries. The work for establishing the breaching batteries did not 
advance with the desired Vigour ; the incessant rain drove the men to 
seek shelter against the banquettes, and under the cover of fascines, 
vhilst a well-directed mortar fire from the place continually knocked 
down 0 parapets, and required much time and labour in repairs. The 
counter*battery had also made little progress ; but the traverses of the 
covered^way, on which it was being constructed, were turned and 
strengthened so as to form part of the parapet ; the revetment was also 
commenced, but the incessant fire of musketry, stones, and vertical 
projectiles, frequently caused hesitation and interruption, and by day- 
light it appeared little had been (loiYe. 

Battery No. 12 Wiis unmasked early in the morning, and directed on 
the batardeau. The officer of engineers charged with this work discovered 
at daylight tlie crevice already alluded to; and it is singular enough, that 
whilst General Chnsse imagined that this fissure had been caused by 
the besiegers* guns, as early as the 12th, llie latter, upon discovering it, 
supposed that it had been effected by the garrison themselves, in order 
to produce a strong current. A breach having been effected after 
eighteen shots, the guns caased firing. Some of tlieir shot having 
struck the curtain behind, the revetment was seen to yield in a manner 
that gave reason to suppose that the scarj) of Toledo would offer no 
great resistance. 

During the day, tiie artillery officers having sounded the bottom of 
the communications, found them too roltep to admit the passage of 
their guns ; the whole of those between the first and second parallel, 
and in rear of the former, were, therefore, floored with double rows of 
fascines, and over these, strong hurdles. This was found to answer. 
On the right, the whole of the fourth parallel comprised between the 
glacis of Toledo and that of the ravelin was improved and furnished 
with steps on the reverse, a precaution adopted in most of the 
trenches; thus facilitating the egress of the men in case of shells 
falling within, or enabling them to form rapidly to repulse a sortie. 
The want of such steps in our trenches in Spain was the cause of fre- 
quent accidents. Tlie working parties were, however, so much incom- 
moded by the fire of the place, that little could be done more tlian to 
improve the works already thrown up. 

In consequence pf the establishment of the breaching and counter- 
batteries, and the boyaus of communication crowning the two glaces, it 
wrts necessary to stop the fire of several of the besieging batteries in 
rear, and to confine the discharge to that of mortars and howitzers. 
The besieged had, however, two or three guns dismounted ; and as 
they had scarcely any reserve carriages left, they were reduced to great 
strain. They succeeded, however, in running up some light guns to 
the pari^petB, and these, from being moved about from' one point to 
another, and withdrawn to the terre-plein,' or behind the traverses to load, 
did good execution. On sounding the wells, General ChsTSse found thai 
their w'ater had much decrea&'i&d, and great anxiety . was felt lest they 
should soon become dry,— ani irremediable and alppalling misfortune, 

. flo furtlier use had been made of St, Laurent ; it was* found to be ^ 
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much exposed to the fire of the place, and being of no other importance 
than as an appni to; the left of the parallel, the mouth of tlie aig^KAg 
on its left face was stopped up, and the lodgment evacuated* ^The 
covered-way of the ravelin having been abandoned, with the exCe]^^|t 
of the reduit in the right re-entering place of arms, and the caponi^re 
being guarded, there was mo fear of any attempt being made to retake 
it, more especially as the garrison appeared to have renounced all ior 
tention of making sorties, which, indeed, would now have been^ tfSarfy 
impracticable, the bridge of communication between the raveliu and 
Gate des Secoura having been destroyed, and the gate itself blocked up 
with masonry, merely leaving sufficient room for the passage of one 
man. 

The casualties of the day averaged the usual number. 

The King of the, Belgians again returned to Antwerp, but did not 
visit the trenches. 


From 18th to 19th. — At dusk, the descent into the ditch of the 
ravelin was widened, and brought down to the level of the water. It 
entered into the project of the engineers, to commence a fascine passage, 
and to carry the ravelin by a coup de main, provided this could be 
effected by surprise. It has been said, that this work was not reveted ; 
its ditch was about Iw'enty-four yards wide, and about eight feet in 
depth ; a strong inclined palisade or fraise ran along its faces, just above 
the berui, and the talus of its parapet presented an easy slope. It had 
a 6' pounder mounted in the salient, with one or two cochorns, and a 
liowitzer on its terre-pldn'e. At the gorge, immediately opposite the 
wooden bridge leading to the Porte des Secoiirs, was a palisaded tam^ 
hour, inclosing a palanqve or small guard-house. It had a blinded 
service magazine, and one or two traverses, but presented no other 
serious obstacle to a storm, than the passage of its ditch. This was 
completely enfiladed by the right face of bastion Toledo, and its retention, 
it taken, could not but be considered as problematical, from its being 
commanded by the plunging fire of the curtain in its rear, from which, 
in spite of the incessant ricochet fire of the numerous besieging bat- 
teries, the garrison maintained an incessant discharge of musketry and 
rampart guns, as well as from two or three field-pieces, which were 
served with admirable gallantry. 

Various reports were in circulation at the moment, as to the opera- 
tion conducted against the raveljn. The simple state of the case is, that 
the attack was a species of hors-d'oeuvre, no way tending to the ulti- 
mate success of the operation pn the l^ft face of Toledo. It was the 
desire of the general directing the engineers to have effected this pas- 
sage and capture, one might almost say, as a lesson^ or at best, as a 
favourable opportunity of making a coup (jCiclat, pf which so few any 
examples occurred during the siege ; yet, the moment it was discovered 
that many valuable lives might be lost, the project was abandoned, and 
the work arrested in its progress. But we are anticipating. 

During the early ])art of the^ night, the sappers proceeded with ra- 
pidity. A violent storm of rain and wind blowing in the faces of the 
garrison of thejravelin, prevented their discovering what was passing; 
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and beyond a few accidental projectiles, the sappers employed in laying^ 
the fascines in the ditch were little incommoded. Some delay, however, 
took place in the supply of fascines: a party of workmen charged 
with bringing them up from the third parallel lost their way amidst the* 
intricacies of the boyaus, and wandered to the right ; and before the 
officers sent in search of them could find wherfe they had gone to, in the 
'W'»an lime, a liglit-ball, accidentally pitching on the passage itself, be- 
trayed'its progress to the garrison. It had been carried as far as two- 
thirds across, and required but an bourns work to render it practicable. 
The storming party were already told off, and only waited for the signal 
of attack. This party consisted of two detachments of grenadiers, led 
by six sappers, with axes and crow-bars, to break down the fraise. One 
party was to rush round the berm to the left, and to cut off the men, 
still holding the reduit opposite the bridge of the re-entering place of 
arms. The second was to escalade as near as possible to the salient, 
and, dashing on the tambour, endeavour to gain it before the garrison 
could take refuge within. 

The moment the defenders, consisting of 140 men and a few gunners, 
discovered what was passing, they opened a most destructive fire of 
musketry ; and having given notice to the body of the phace, a 
12-pounder, established the previous day on the right face of Toledo, 
also commenced an unremitting discharge of grape. Sixty-eight rounds 
were fired from this piece between one a.m. and daylight. A lieutenant- 
colonel of engineers and nine sappers being wounded, and several 
other men being put hors de combat^ General Haxo, after consulting 
with the chief of the staff, Lieut.-Gcneral St. Cyr Nugues, who likewise 
received a violent contusion from a splinter, withdrew the workmen and 
abandoned the attack. That it was a failure, there can be no doubt ; 
but, under existing circumstances, and seeing the little" importance of 
the capture, to have persisted in throwing away the men’s lives would 
have been an unpardonable act of folly. The honour of the repulse 
must, however, entirely rest with the garrison. 

It strikes one as remarkable, that, although these men were utterly 
exposed, and had no shelter, they retained their energy and activity, and 
showed themselves good soldiers. They were few in number, but con- 
stantly employed, and their spirits, up to the last moment, seem to have 
been better maintained than that of their comrades under the casemates 
within. On tlic other hand, it is difficult to understand how they allowed 
the descent tc be perforated through the counterscarp, and the passage 
to be comnaenced vvithout interruption ; more especially, as General 
Chasst; states in his report of the previous day, that the besiegers “ had 
commenced their approach, near the second traverse of the covered-way, 
to the ditch of tlie ravelin. These faults for which the engineers 
must be re8ponsibl6 ; for it is not to be supposed that officers of 
infajitry, however zealous, brave, and well-instructed, should be enabled 
to judge of the nature of offensive works, or calculate, with any degree 
of precision, as to the points liable to attack in consequence of the di- 
rection given to any particular boyau or approach. It is different with 
the engineers, whose duty and profession it is to divine consequences, as 
well as to anticipate them. The sligfhtest want* of vigilance in such 
^es may lead to irreparable misfortunes ; and it appears incontestable, 

Jihis instance, that, had the besiegers profited by’ the advantages 
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ftfforrled them, and taken the proper precaution to have a full supply of 
fascines and saucissons, of which there were many thousands ready, the 
passage might have been effected, and the ravelin carried by surprise. 
Once across, neither the fraise, parapet, nor inward defences, presented 
any obstacle ; and though twenty or thirty men might have been lost, 
the opposition of a few, however brave, could not have availed against 
numbers. #'**'*' 

The state of the trenches, deluged in almost every direction with mud 
and water, rendered the work extremely harassing and irksome to the 
soldiers. A strong wind, mixed with sleet and rain, blew in their faces 
and drenched their clothes, and obliged them to rest standing. The 
trench guards, and men employed in firing from the banquettes, were 
unable to lean Jigainst the parapets, without sinking bodily into the 
mud ; and the sappers, working on their knees, were incommoded in a 
most painful manner. It is but justice to say, however, that they bore 
it with a degree of good humour and characteristic gaiety, that was 
remjirked by almost all strangers. 

The only new ground broken this night, was a short boyau, by full 
sap, leading from the re-entering place of arms to the covered- way of the 
left face of Toledo, and terminating near the right of the breaching bat- 
tery ; this was not effected without the loss of 9 men killed and wounded 
— the garrison having thrown out a number of light balls, guided by 
which they judiciously directed a constant discharge of musketry and 
rampart guns. 

Whilst the operations were being carried on against the ravelin; 
those for completing the breaching battery were vigorously pursued. 
The whole of the platforms were laid, the magazine completed, and by 
daylight, everything was ready to receive the guns. The coimter- 
battcry was in a less forward state; its left flank was galled from 
Paciotto, and its front incommoded from the right of Fernando, the 
fire of which was remarkable for its precision and steadiness, and, being 
well-sheltered from direct shots, was enabled to manoeuvre with greater 
confidence. By noon, however, the coffer of No. 15 was widened, and 
the revetment and embrasures terminated. The sleepers were all laid 
down, and three platforms completed. These platforms, as well as the 
whole of the stores, were brought from France. The artillery, likewise, 
commenced two other new batteries; one for ten mortars, I, intended 
to replace D, situated upon the capital of bastion Toledo, at 250 yards 
from its salient ; the other for six pierriers, No. 1,6, in front of the re- 
entering place of arms on the Ipft. These latter, the position of which 
was not discovered by the besieged, and thus received little interrup- 
tion, were in a very advanced, stater by daylight. The magazines for 
the counter and breaching batteries were established in the boyaus in 
the rear, and a supply of shot, calculated at or e hundred rounds per 
gun, was brought up and placed in pile, within (;onvenient serving dis- 
tance. 

It has been omitted to mention, that a lieutenant- colonel of engineers, 
accompanied by two officers, passed undiscovered along the glacis of 
the right face of the ravelin, in order ta discover the exact position of 
the bridge of communication : bad the attack been carried into execu- 
tion, a party of.voltigeurs would have been thrown into the covered-way 
on the right, atld, hastily rushing on tlie reduit, would have endeavoured 
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to hnve surftrised the men within, and tiius created a divcrBion. A 
French soldier of light infantry, belonging to the volunteer mnrksmens 
aho distinguisbed himself by creeping out of his lodgment, and under a 
heavy fire, removing a forage-cap opposite a particular point of the sap, 
wkicK served as a mark for the rampart gun-men of the besieged. On 
the other hand, a Dutch serjeant and two men embarked in the small 
for communication between the ravelin and Gate des SecourSi 
pushed round under cover of the counterscarp, and carefully examined 
every part of the revetments on both sides. 

The fire on botli sides was resumed with activity in the course of the 
forenoon. That from the garrison incommoded the sap on the right so 
severely, that it was thought prudent draw off the men ; many of the 

f abions were knocked over, and t^e parapets destroyed by tlieir sliells. 

'he guns in the flank of Paciotto also told well on all parts of the 
parallel and boyaus, in the direction of the battery No. 2, and drove 
the trench guard from the banquettes and loop-holes ; those in tlie 
flank of Fernando were not less destructive in the direction of the 
counter-battery, and No. 13 in its rear ; the shot also enfiladed a small 
portion of the trench near the latter. A 24 -pounder on the right face 
of Toledo was dismounted by the ricochet fire of No. 2. This loss was 
seriously felt by the garrison ; the redoubled fire of the besiegers, and 
the lack of reserve pieces, rendering it impossible to replace it. A 
shell also fell on the reserve magazine of the left face of bastion Alba, 
which blew up ; fortunately, without causing any other mischief. 

These repeated accidents rendered the*‘situation of the giurison most 
distressing. Upwards of thirty guns and thirty- nine carriages had 
been disabled or dismounted. Five powder^' magazines had blonn up. 
Scarcely a blindage or splinter-proof remained uninjured. The wells 
were rapidly leaking, and offered no prospect of any fresh* supply, as llie 
gutters for conducting the rain-water were destroyed by the ruin of the 
buildings, and the tanks were choked beneath the mass of scorclied 
ruins. If the defence of the garrison, taken as a body, cannot iiu justice 
be praised for its vigour, it must be memorable, as an example of pa- 
tience and resignation, not to be surpassed in military story. We are 
nut prepared to assert positively, but we believe there is no instance on 
record, of troopS in a confined fortress having withstood a bombard- 
ment of a similar nature, without exhibiting marked signs of impatience. 
Indeed, whether considered in point of duration, incessant con- 
tinuity, or circumscribed space, there is, perhaps, no example on record 
of so harassing and overwhelming an attack. 

, It having been announced that an experiment would be made on the 
24-inch (English) mortar on thcr heath of Braeschaet, a number of 
generals and officers of all arms proceeded to that village. The pre- 
vious experiments mdde at Liege had not succeeded, either from some 
defe<;it in the shell, or in the mode of firing. It had been tried with the 
usual «wooden %abot, as well as with a wad of twisted straw ; but, with 
one or two exceptions, the projectile burst at the moment of quilting 
the piece. This was attributed to a want of thickness in the shell, par- 
ticularly of the culot or part coming in contact with the charge, which, 
from the great diameter of the cavity,' had not sufficient tliickness to 
resist the shock of the po\vder and concussion of the air. Fresh shells 
^e]re ^i^ted to be cast in the proportion shown in the aiinexed dra^uig* 
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The first eight or ten experiments were ms<le with the dead ebeli 
filled with its proper weight in sand, and fired with various charges, 
from six to twelve pounds, gradually increasing. No accident occurred. 
The artillery officers being satisfied with these trials, the shell was 
loaded to a third, and so on to its full charge, upwards of a barrel and 
a quarter. One shell alone burst out of six, at the mouth of the piece ; 
the remainder fell near the target, and exploded with a fierce detQP?^^jun, 
tearing up many cubic feet of earth, and scattering splinters to the dis*^ 
tance of 450 yards. The shells were hoisted to a level with the mouth 
of the cylinder by means of a chevalet supporting a swivel bar, on the 
one end of which were suspended two chains with hooks to catch the 
rings of the shell, and on the other a weight nearly equalling that of 
the projeclsle ; it was easily raised •by this means, and then lowered 
without any jar into the chamber. A straw- twisted wad was employed 
as a sabot. The operation of loading required an average of 37 mi- 
nutes to 50. The vent was fitted with a spring detonator, and the man 
who fired stood behind a traverse, and pulled the spring with a long cord. 

The experiment having succeeded, it was resolved to bring the 
mortar into Antwerp, and preparations were made to place it in battery 
on the covered -way of the bastion of the city, between the re-entering 
place of arms of Montebello and the Malines gate. Eight horses were 
required to draw the carriage on which it was placed, and eight others 
to draw the carriage containing the bed. The weight of the empty 
shells being nearly lOOOlbs. it is easy to calculate the number of these 
projectiles that could be moved in any ordinary ammunition waggon. 
The weight of the bed, which is of timber, is not given in the scale, but 
it may be taken as at somewhat more than the mortar itself, making 
altogether about 30,000 lbs. ; add to this 110 shells for 100 rounds at 
lOOOlbs. each, and 110 barrels of 90lbs. each, and it gives the enor- 
mous dead weight of 70 tons, exclusive of gins, triangle, chevalet, car- 
riage, and sundries. The name of Monster-mortar seems to have been 
well selected, for it is scarcely possible to conceive a more ugly or 
unwieldy implement. With the exception of the mortar at Moscow, 
which has thirty-six inches in diameter at the mouth of the cylinder, 
and was, if ever used, employed for projecting masses of granite, the 
monster- mortar exceeds any other weapon of the kind*hitIierto known. 
The original conception is due to Colonel Paixhans ; it was executed 
under the direction of Baron Evain, and cast at the Belgian royal 
foundery at Li^ge. 

The casualties during the last twenty-four hours were heavy ; 27 serious 
cases were brought to the hospital of Antwerp, and an equal number 
to the ambulances of Berchem 2 officers and 12 men were killed. 


From 19th to 20th. — During the latter part of the day the worting- 
parties were employed in draining the parallels and trenches wherever 
the slope of the ground admitted. It has been before observed, that in 
advance of the second parallel, little inconvenience was felt from the 
water, which ran ofl’ by the fall of the glacis, where the softness of the 
earth presented one striking advantage. Whenever. new ground was 
broken, no dicing or noise was made by the tools, attd thus it coo- 
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Btantly occurred, that the boyaus were commenced and terminated with- 
out being discovered by the besieged ; whilst an abundant supply of 
fascines and gabions enabled the besiegers to give strength and solidity 
to their saps, without fear of suffering from a dearth of these important 
articles. When one reads of the trenches before Badajoz having been 
completed with a total of 700 fascines, one can scarcely understand how 
tte trsigineers were enabled to execute the duties imposed on them. 

The principal attention of the besiegers was this night directed to 
the completion of the breaching and counter-batteries. The former 
might have been armed on the previous night and opened this morning, 
but it was determined to wait for the armament of the latter ; though, 
from the little effect produced by its fire on the flank of Fernando, this 
does not appear to have been absolutely called for. If this battery was 
considered essential, why was it not commenced and terminated simul- 
taneously with the other ? So6n after dusk the six guns intended for 
the breaching- battery were brought from the park to the tail of the 
communications near Bercliem : but such was the depth of mud, the 
rapid inclination of the glacis, and the numerous angles of the boyaus, 
that it was not until nearly 4 a.m. that the pieces were run into the 
battery and placed on their respective platforms. It required upwards 
of eleven hours* incessant labour and the utmost exertions to effect this 
important duty, notwithstanding an abundant supply of horses, men, and 
artificial means. Such was the inequality and depth of the ground in 
some places, that the fascines and hurdlgs sunk with the weight of the 
carriages axle-deep, on one side ; whilst on the other, the wheels re- 
mained with the tires scarcely indenting the bottom. The sharp turns 
of the boyaus in the rear of the fourth parallel destroyed the start or 
impetus given to the pieces, when once in movement, and they were 
consequently obliged to be pushed rather than dragged forward. The 
lieutenant-general commanding the artillery superintended the operation 
in person, and his report of this day mentions with high encomiums 
the exertions of the officers and men of his department, who were 
assisted by a company of grenadiers. 

Though the besieged were not aware of what was going on, they 
maintained a he^vy fire on the vicinity of the covered-way from Toledo, 
as well as frotn the flanks of Fernando and Paciotlo. Tlie shot from 
the latter, having to traverse the parapets’^of the accumulated boyaus on 
the right, were particularly destructive. Some remarks on the extreme 
multiplication ‘of these boyaus will be offered hereafter. Great difference 
of opinion existed as to the advantage of their employment. It was 
argued, that tlie risks, casualties, and, we may add, confusion frequently 
occurring, would have been diminished had they been more simplified. 

The time occupied in arming the breacliing-battery prevented the 
artillery from bjinging up the pieces to batteries I, and No. 16 ; two 
mortars therefore were only placed in the first, and two pierriers in the 
second. The*battery of nineteen coehorns was moved up to the boyau 
immediately in the rear of 14, and kept a constant discharge upon 
Toledo and the curtain to its left. We believe that no use was made, 
nor was there a supply of these pieces^ with our army in Spain. Had 
the British been furnished with a small number at Burgos, their loss 
from tirailleur fire would probably have been much less. In the late 
operation they were found highly effective and equally galling by both 
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parties. Their portableness, the small quantity of powder they require, 
and the facility with which they can be conveyed on bat horses or 
mules, independent of the harassing nature of their fire when within 
a hundred yards of an enemy, render them a powerful and almost indis- 
pensable auxiliary to a battering-train ; for it often occurs that two or 
three marksmen posted be'liind angles of reduits or palisades are com- 
pletely screened from musketry fire, and thus able to do fearf^ ''kc-' 
cution, as occurred at Burgos. Had the besiegers on that o^asion 
been supplied with half a dozen coehorns, the marksmen would have 
been easily dislodged, and a great loss of life been spared. 

On perusing the siege operation of our armies, one meditates, with 
profound astonishment, — not at the heroic valour of the men — not at 
the daring conception of the commander, and the devotion of the 
engineers and artillery, — but at the singular want of liberality and 
foresight, — we speak it deliberately — of the Ordnance department and 
government, in neglecting to furnish the commander -in -chief with a 
thousand requisites that were essential not alone to tlie success of any 
given measure, but to the honour of the army and the country. 
Whence did this proceed? Was it from misplaced economy; from 
want of a thorough knowledge of what was urgently necessary; or 
from too great reliance on the undaunted and persevering bravery of 
the British soldier / W e shall not attempt to decide or point out the 
cause ; but most certainly the effects were most disastrous, and often 
not to be counterbalanced by the most lavish expenditure of precious 
blood. — Look to Bulajoz ; 378' officers killed and wounded, — a bat- 
talion, in fact ! There, it is true, an unparalleled success was a set-off 
to the loss. At Burgos agahi, 92 officers and 1972 men hors de com- 
bat, and this with the disgrace of a repulse ! And yet it can scarce be 
called a disgrace, when it is considered, that the army had then neither 
sappers nor miners, only five officers of engineers, but few intrenching, 
no mining tools, and but three 18-pounders, and five iron 24-pounder 
howitzers. The latter ought not to be included in the calculation ; for 
their inefficacy, both for ricocliet and breaching at distances exceeding 
200 yards, is, we hope, so well established, as never to admit of their 
being again added to a British battering-train. 

Wc must be forgiven this digression ; but when wc saw before us 
the mighty park of French artillery, counting altogether nearly 160 
pieces of different calibre, including reserves, a forest of gabions and 
fascines, and a supply of platforms, sand-bags, mining Rnd working 
tools, military stores of every description, upwards of 900 sappers, — in 
short, an arsenal more abundant than that of many small states, with 
every other essential for the supply of an immense besieging army, on 
the most liberal and abundant footing ; — we could not help mentally 
travelling back to those days, when the bodies of our gallant comrades 
were made substitutes for fascines and gabions, apd their muskets ibr 
absent mortars ; — thrice happy, brave fellows, when they c*ould employ 
their bayonets ; and that, too, against an enemy proportionate in num- 
bers, equal in courage, and superior in practical science. 

The construction of the counter-dbattery was pursued ; but the vigorous 
iire of Fernando caused considerable interruption, and the shells, 
which were throifn with remarkable precision, damaged the parapets 
and revetments, <iiud frequently rendered it necessary to renew jtbe plat- 
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fonD$ an I sleqwvs. There was not that activity manifosM in •‘com- 
pleting these batteries that might have been expected from the abutnlance 
of materials, the number of men, and the easy nature of the ground. It . 
was not explained why the covered-ways on both faces of Toledo were 
not crowned simultaueousiy, nor why these batteries were not com- 
menced, so as to be ready to receive their aifmament at the same time. 

- .Qn the left, a fresh boyau by double sap was broken out from (he 
tren^, conducting to the descent of the ditch of the ravelin and the 
salient of the re-entering place of arms ; its head being directed on the 
salient of Toledo. On the right, the boyau, commenced on the previous 
night from the re-entering place of arms common to Toledo and the 
esplanade bastion, was prolonged to the covered-way. The shaft of the 
great descent was bored down to the counterscarp, and a second descent 
d del ouvert commenced parallel to it on the right. Some intention 
still existed of continuing the passage of tlie ditch of the ravelin, and of 
executing the project of attack already detailed. Tlie necessary supply 
of fascines and gabions for the completion of tlic passage and parapet 
were brought up, the sappers and woikmen told off, and the storming 
parties and pioneers ordered to be in readiness ; but the besieged were 
vigilantly on the watch. They had brought a 24-poimd howitzer and a 
pierriev into tlie ravelin, and from the close of the day kept up a con- 
stant shower of light balls, sheila, stones, and musketry, on the passage ; 
whilst a 12-poun(lcr, sheltered by a traverse on the right face of Toledo, 
which had been kept masked until dark, opened so brisk a fire of grape 
and round-shot on the ditch and passage, that it was Judged^advisable 
not to pursue the operation, and it was consequently entirely renounced. 
It must be remembered, that a third of tlie passage was already com- 
pleted, and that not more than twenty-one foot remained unfinished ; 
therefore, there is little doubt, had the capture of the ravelin been deemed 
important to the ultimate success of the siege, that it might 'have been 
effected witli comparatively trifling loss. 

The conduct of the garrison of St. Laurent gave no reason to 
anticipate a sturdy resistance in the ravelin, and a minute subsequent 
examination proved that the engineers had done nothing to provide 
against any attack. There was not the slightest symptom of inward 
trench, palisack, or in fact of any work tending to impede an assailant. 

The feebleness of the defence of St, Laurent has been mentioned. 
General Chasst*, in his report detailing the loss of that work, thus ex- 
presses himself: — “ The wound of Captain Groeneveld, and the explo- 
sion of the mines, 'affected the spirit of the garrison, and the efforts of 
Lieut Boers of the 10th infantry could not prevent the capture of this 
fort.” Indeed, the officers conynanding the assailing parties were as 
much astonished at their good fortune^tts with the absence of all resist- 
ance ; for it must bo remembered, that the loss sustained by the fourth 
column of asscult arose from the fire of the ramparts and ravelin on 
thfir flank, end not from St. Laurent. 

We can vouch for the correctness of the following anecdote : — On 
rushing into the breach, and descending with charged bayonets into the 
ierre-plein^ the Lieutenant Duverger, commanding the grenadiers of the 
65th, sprung on the Dutch dfiicer, and having secured him, expressed 
hts surprise, in no measured terms, at the want of energy of the garrison, 
KdiHog, “ Sir! if I were your general, I would bring you to a court- 
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martial for wot havi^ng done your du^y.” We gye this as ijt was 
repeated to us hy I^ieute'nant Duverger himself^ on tlie morping subse- 
quent to tlie affair, in the presence of many other persons. That there 
was not tlie sliatlow of an attempt at defence there is no doubt j indeed, 
neaily fifty men, as has been stated, threw down their arms and escaped 
by flying into the caponnjere, whilst the remainder were fpund in a sup- 
plicating attitude. It is, however, just to the Lieutenant to say, tliat he 
honourably performed his duty. The above remarks equally a£'5<k5ie both 
defenders and assailants, for where there was no struggle, no defence, 
there could be no great glory in the achievement ; and we may take 
upon ourselves to stale, that wlien one of the officers commanding an 
assaulting column was promised a recommendation for the Legion of 
Honour, he replied to tlie General (Haxo), “ It will be the happiest day 
of my life when I receive such a distinction, but I do not feel that f. 
deserve it ; for we did not fire or receive a shot.'* 

Tlie working parties being withdrawn from the descent to the ditch 
of the ravelin, tliey were employed in widening and improving the 
adjacent boyaus, and in establishing loop-holes with sand-bags on every 
part of the trenches or parallels from which musketry could annoy the 
besieged, either in the ravelin or Toledo, The defenders of these works 
adopted a similar precaution, and their wall-guns, which they fired with 
great precision, were found extremely galling. A fair supply of these 
guns, which in the account of the sieges in Spain are not mentioned, 
is of great importance as auxiliaries to a battering -train ; though it 
was oteerved by the volunteer marksmen of the I9th French light 
infantry, mostly Corsican hunters, that they should have preferred long 
rifles ; the recoil of the gun and the fixture of its stock not compensat- 
ing the advantage of loading at the breach. 

During the day the artillery on both sides maintained its fire with 
much animation, — that of tlie besieged caused many casualties, espe- 
cially in the batteries. The loss of the twenty-four houis amounted to 
a captain of artillery and twenty-seven men of different arms horn de 
combat. The Dutch squadron maintained its position in the lower 
Scheldt, having an advanced guard of gun-boats between Lillo and 
Licfkcnshoeck. Its movements were made known to head-quarters at 
lierchem by a line of night and day signals established on tlie dykes 
between St. Philippe and the Imperial Battery to the north of the 
small basin of the city. Tlie armament of La Porte, St. Marie, La 
Croix, and St. Philippe was completed. Various field-batteries were 
established on the dykes ; and a detachment of sailors of the marine 
company attached to the army, having rigged and armed some large 
row-boats, constantly cruised at ebb-tide between the Fort du Nord and 
the city, as well as between St Marie anti St, Philippe, in order to in- 
terrupt all communication between the garrison , and fleet. Tlie zeal 
and address of the Dutch sailors was, however, such, tliat they fre- 
quently contrived to elude the vigilance of the row-guai^ ; and ill one 
instance Colonel Gumoens, of the Dutch staff, and a captain of artillery 
made their way into the citadel. The former, an officer of much merit, 
was subsequently mortally wounded by the explosion of a shell, and 
died in the hospital at Antwerp.. 

It would not come within the scope of an article of this nature, already 
perhaps too long, to introduce anecdotes of the conduct of the French 
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Soldiers when wounded ; but as a psychological illustration of national 
character, it may not be uninteresting to observe that the wounded 
almost invariably preserved their gaiety under the greatest bodily tor* 
ment. Their replies or exclamations on these occasions, though often 
breathing the noblest sentiments, bore the stamp of almost dramatic 
excitement. Under similar circumstances the‘ British soldier supports 
pain mth his accustomed national firmness and impassibility ; reserving, 
if badi^*rounded, his strength and resources for the moment of ope- 
ration, generally more painful than the wound itself. The clenched 
jaw and contracted brow are the only indications of his bodily agony. 
The Frenchman, on the other hand, laughs, and as it were endea- 
vours to outwit torture: he seems to bid defiance to pain, and try 
to overcome corporeal suffering by redoubling his wonted loquacity. 
Deep resignation and patience show themselves in the one ; utter heed- 
lessness and indifference in the other. The courage of the two people 
in the day of battle has not been inaptly assimilated, the one to the 
gay bearing of a gallant hastening to a feast ; the other, to the tranquil 
demeanour of a man entering a church. 


From 20th to 21st. — The fire from the place this afternoon was less 
vigorous than on the preceding days. It was, however, smartly main- 
tained from the fianks of Paciotto and Fernando, and the curtains to 
the right and left of the former ; but as several magazines had already 
exploded, it became important to economise the remainder of the am- 
munition. The utmost discretion was therefore recommended in its 
employ ; and the fire was principally concentrated on the works ap- 
proximating the breaching- battery. General Chassd thus notices the 
diminution of his resources in his journal of this day : — “ The necessity 
of economising our mortar and howitzer ammunition, which began 
greatly to decrease, is the sole cause that our fire had not all the 
success we could desire." Our scientific readers will be able to judge 
of these resources by the annexed table of supplies found in the citadel 
after the capitulation. 

Preparations were made in the Belgian marine (consisting of six 
brigantines, armed with eight 12, 18, and „36- pounders, and manned by 
SO to 40 men each) to send down two or three of these vessels from 
their station at Rupelmonde to the anchorage opposite the citadel, with 
a view of intercepting tlie communication between the flotilla and the 
fortress. General Cnasse, having been ^apprised of this project, gave 
orders to Colonel Koopman to place two gun-boats in the stream, 
between the cut in the dyke and * the shore opposite the Melkhuys. 
This being observed, the battery at Burcht, mounting six 32-pounders, 
opened upon tlie f wo gun-boats, and, after a few shots, compelled them 
to resume their station behind the dykes. The Belgian brigantines 
dropped down abreast of Hoboken, but advanced no further. It was 
justly considered that their appearance in the waters of the city would 
have been an infraction of the neutrality ; and, independent of their 
inability to cope with the expelienced orews of the Dutch gun-boats, a 
combat might have produced other acts of coUision, and thus 
iitfe entailed misfortunes on the city, ^ ^ 
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A second descent, commencing & del ovvcrt, was opened a little to 
the right of the principal shaft. It was intenderl to run tin's down to 
tlie counterscarp by a blinded covering, and connect it with the great 
descent by a short gallery parallel to the ditch. Tlie grand descent was 
commenced at thirty-five yards from the outward revetment of the 
counterscarp, and had an inclination of about Its breadth was six, 
its height about seven feet. To prevent accidents, the roof was double 
framed. The mouth of the smaller descent was pierced at twel^e"^ yards 
from the outward revetment and had about three by six feet aperture ; 
the inclination of the latter was about J.. 

It may be proper here to introduce a few words respecting the state 
of the ditches. The perpendicular height of the brick revetment of the 
scarp from the lowest level of the plane of the profile to the cornice* 
was 31 feet ; tliat of the earthen talus above it, 19 — in all .50. The 
width of the ditch between the revetiiionts was 87 feet. The revetment 
of the counterscarp, wdiicli rose to the level of tlie tcrre-plein of the 
covered- way, was 18 feet in height and about 4 in thickness. The 
utmost quantity of water susceptible of being introduced into the ditches 
by means of the sluices indicated by the two arrows in the ravelin 
opposite the Scheldt, and retained by the batardeau 6 of the Plan, was, 
at springrtides, from 12 to 13 feet, including the sediment or mud, of 
which there w'as nearly feet. Prior to the 12th, that is before the 
crevice was effected in the batardeau, the total of mud and water aver- 
aged about 10 to 11 feet; after the 18th, on which day the crevice was 
converted into a breach, the depth was reduced about 4 to 5 feet ; and 
as the filtration rajiidly augmented, on the day of the capitulation the 
depth of mud and water did not exceed 7 feet. From the sediment 
having been of long standing, and from the peculiar qualities of the 
Scheldt deposite, called schorre ” in Flemish, which quickly consoli- 
dates, and forms the first substratum of the polders, this mud had 
obtained so much consistency as scarcely to yield to the weight of the 
human body. Thus, the depth of water on the morning of the 23d, 
must be taken as not having exceeded 40 inches. It has been men- 
tioned that several gunners from the nearest batteries dashed into the 
ditch, and waded across to the breach, the moment the batteries ceased 
firing, on the morning of the 23d, the w^ater scarcely reaching the 
midcSe of their bodies. After tliis period, the drainage was so greats 
that little or no w^ater remained at ebh-tide. 

Owing to the slackness of the fire of the place on th« one side, and 
in consequence of the improved weather and the exertions of the officers 
on the other, the counter-battery was made ready by nightfall to receive 
its armament. Jt must be observed that all operations connected with 
tracing, excavating, and constructing the ’batteries were performed by 
the officers of artillery, and working parties Under their immediate 
orders, totally distinct from the duties of the engineers, between which 
two corps, unless we have been much deceived, there existed some 
jealousy and perhaps some slight dissidence of opinion. 

The armament of this battery encountered difficulties similar to those 
of No. 14. Notwithstanding the labour jerpended in draining, clearing, 
flooring, and widening the trenches and communications, it was only 
by incessant foyce of bodily exertion, that tlie artillerymen, aided by the 
grenadier companies of the 65th, were enabled to drag up the pieces, 
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and to run them on their platforms. A number of light balls and 
rockets, and an incessant though random fire of musketry and wall 
pieces, with a sharp discharge of grape from the place, caused much 
interruption, and it required nearly seven hours, from six p.m. to one 
A.M., to complete the operation. Four powder magazines, for the ser- 
vice of Nos. 14 and 15, were established in the boyau in the immediate 
rear of the former. The necessary provision, at the rate of about 120 
roun(f^» 3 er day for each gun, was brought up, and a proportionate pile 
of shot placed in readiness behind tlie platform of each piece. The 
artillery in the distant batteries had employed wads of damp hay; 
wooden sabots, flat on one side and concave on the other, of which a 
large store were found in the arsenal of Antwerp, were adapted for the 
guns in the breaching batteries. The charge was also ordered to be 
augmented from the usual proportibn to the rate of half the calibre. 

The remainder of the mortars wanting to arm 1, as well as tlie 
pierriers for No. 16, were brought up, and the armament and provi- 
sioning of these batteries and their magazines fully completed. 

Towards two a.m., llie besieged having made some fresh dispositions, 
again renewed their vertical fire; and by the remarkable precision of their 
mortar pvaclice, showed the fallacy of the assertion, not only that these 
pieces are more eflicacious and certain in their range at a distance 
exceeding 300, but that their fire is very uncertain when within 150 or 
100 yards ; for it was incontestably proved that in proportion as the 
approaches approximated the defences, the eflect of these projectiles 
became more deadly and unerring. venture to call this point to 

the consideration of our artillery oflicers, the more especially as it created 
great discussion at the time. 

Tlie 24-inch mortar, which had been brought into Antwerp, was con- 
veyed to the Malines gate, and a ramj> Iiaving been maile by cutting 
through the first traverse of the covered-way to the right of the road, 
it was conveyed to the platform prepared for it, and placed in battery 
behind the second traverse, and directed on bastion Fernando, at the 
distance of about 800 yards. General Chasse complains in strong 
terms of its being employed. It is therefore projxjr to observe, that 
Marshal Gerard only yielded an unwilling consent to the entreaties of 
the artillery oflici^rs, wlio were eager to make an experiment It being 
feared that, if any of the shells burst or fejl short, they might injure the 
advanced batteries or boyaus, or kill the men by the immense radius of 
their splinters, the mouth of the piece was directed, as above stated, on 
the bastion Fernando, and a trifling addition made to the exact charge 
necessary for its precise range, in order to guard against short falls. 
A small magazine was constructed in the traverse, but with merely 
sufficient powder for each charge. 'The projectiles and* stores were kept 
at the guard-house ne;ir the Malines gate. 

During the night the engineers opened a fresh boyau of communica- 
tion, running from nearly the centre of the 2d parallel to the 3d, in the 
direction of battery 13, the passage of the guns and accumulation of 
water having rendered that to its left, running parallel to the glacis of 
St. Laurent, nearly impracticable. Ramps and short trenches were 
made in different directions, to facilitate the passage of guns and am- 
munition into the counter-battery, and from the latter to the magazines. 
The boyau running from the left re-entering placeofaraifetofToledotothe 
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covered- way and the zig-zags on the right were improved, the parapets 
heightened, banquettes and loop-holes for musketry established, whence, 
as well as from all the lodgments and places of arms, an incessant 
tirailleur fire was maintained on the place. The besiegers, still sus- 
pecting an attack on the ravelin, continued to pour a heavy fire in that 
direction, and constantly threw out light balls, but the whole of the 
jnen having been withdrawn from that quarter, no casualties op^urred. 

BATTERING IN BREACH. 

At eleven a.m. (21st), the breaching and counter-batteries, each 
armed with six 24-pounder8, the mortar-baltcry J, with ten 10-inch, 
and No. 16, with six pierriers, wer§ unmasked and opened their fire ; 
a large provision of granite squares, taken from the broken pavement 
of the Boom chaussde, had been placed near the latter. It is proper 
to observe that, in order the better to secure No. 14 from the flank fire 
of Fernando, two strong traverses were constructed in its coffer, divid- 
ing the pieces into three divisions, as indicated in the plan. A similar 
precaution was adopted in No. 15, and its left flank, being exposed to 
the enfilading fire of the ravelin and Paciotto, was rendered more than 
usually strong, and the parapet raised four feet above the ordinary 
height. The whole of the batteries, whose range was not obstructed 
by the advanced works, re-opened with increased vigour, and from this 
period up to the last hour of the siege, 40 mortars, 20 howitzers, 6 
pierriers, 19 coehorns, 30 2‘i-pounder8, and 15 16'pounders, — in all 
130 pieces, maintained an almost incessant discharge; and yet not a 
single casemate in masoniy had hitherto received any serious damage. 

The order given to the breaching batteries, the muzzle of whose 
pieces were 52 yards distant from the revetment, was to fire by salvos 
of two guns to mark out a horizontal line as near the level of the water 
as possible, and to continue until the revetment was detached from the 
earth ; thence to take a vertical direction on each side, so as to form a 
breach of about 100 feet; and the whole of this being cut out, to 
commence an independent fire on the centre. The counter-battery, 
distant 350 yards from the flank of Fernando, was directed to main- 
tain an incessant discharge upon that flank and the r^duit in its rear ; 
but the besieged stood so steadily to their guns, and pointed with such 
remarkable precision, that two pieces were quickly silenced. The gar- 
rison had kept ten pieces of large calibre in reserve for the flanks of 
Paciotto and Fernando, and were enabled to concentrate a heavy fire 
on the front and left flank of No. 15. Shot after shot entered the 
embrasures, ploughed up the soles, demolished the cheeks, and ruined 
the ramparts. The superiority of the Dutch over the French fire in 
this quarter was evident ; but it must be remembered that the former 
had tlie advantage of retired flanks, strong blindages, and solid^ em- 
brasures, which, on the cessation of the fire, were still little injured in 
Fernando. Three of Paciotto had already suffered severely before the 
breaching battery opened ; and it required all the energy and activity 
of the artillery officers to keep open the embrasures and refit the 
damaged pieces. The breach iflg-battery being comparatively secured 
from round shot in front, and its embrasures skreened from musketry 
by thick woodeh blinds, it could only be molested by vertical fire and 
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hollow projectiles. Of these the besieged made good and effective 
use. 

In the mean whild the two descents were vigorously pushed forward : 
that to the right was prepared for blinding, and four frames were esta- 
blished in the principal shaft. Some idea may be formed of the accuracy 
of the Dutch mortar fire, when it is stated that tlie work was obliged to 
be abandoned three times during the night. The miners commenced 
borin^Lhe revetment, but the solidity of the masonry offered great 
obstacles, .and petards were required to move some of tbe masses of 
mixed cement, broken granite and brick, that consolidates so firmly as 
to form a solid body harder than stone itself. An accident occurred 
at this descent, which, for a while, caused considerable panic. A bomb 
fell at the very mouth, where it exploded, killing one lieutenant of the 
25tli, two sappers, one voltigeur, and wounding another. The con- 
cussion of air was so great tliJit the lights were extinguished, and the 
gallery being filled with smoke and left in utter darkness, officers and 
men at the bottom supposed the roof had given way .and that they were 
buried, and, as the lateral gallery was not yet completely opened, there 
was no escape on that side. After a few moments* anxious suspense 
they were re-assured by hearing tbe voice of a vivandiere, who, though 
a second bomb followed close on the heels of the first, killing two and 
wounding three men, with the utmost coolness walked down, and calling 
to one of the miners said, “ Here's your dram, but you must drink from 
your hand, for the cursed shell has broken iny glasses." The fire from 
the place on No. 15 was so accurate a^d hot, that the two damaged 
guns could not be re-opened, and it was a service of great danger to 
repair the embrasures and parapets of tUi others, but a captain of 
artillery, with two corporals and a gunner, mounted on the top, and 
gallantly re-established the gabions. •* 

We have omitted to mention, that a letter to Marshal Gerard, 
signed by Marshal Soult, was published in general orders, in which 
notice was given to the army, that all such men as should meet with 
wounds “ equivalent to the loss of the use of a limb, would be immedi- 
ately admitted at the Invalids, and ih.at the families of those who fell 
would be pointed out to tbe munificence of government.’* This and the 
encouragement <ield out of a distribution of crosses of the Legion of 
Honour was well calculated to produce a happy effect in the mind of a 
young army, and to cheer the spirits of men in hospital. The donra- 
tions to the wounded, both from the royal families of Fnance and 
Belgium, were liberai. The French princes and the Marshal repeatedly 
visited the hospitals, when they conversed familiarly with the sufferers. 
We shall venture to give an authenticated specimen of one of these 
dialogues; “ Be of good cheer, ray friend,*' said Marshal Gerard to an 
amputated majj, “ 1 ''also was wounded as a private.” “ You'll allow, 
general, you ha\e had smartish promotion then,'* replied the soldier; 
“ besides, one can sefe as well with one eye, but one can't march with 
one leg." “ Console yourself,” answered the Marshal, '‘though you do 
not get a baton you will a pension that will enable you to plant a wood." 
“ I sha’n't have far to go for a leg, then," retorted the other ; “ besides I 
know one can’t make omelets \vitliout breaking shells." 

. The good effect of commanders-in-chief or generals visiting the 
hospitals need not be pointed out. The Duke of Wb\lmgton was so 
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sensible of this that he rarely omitted doing so when circumstances 
permitted, and this suddenly, so as to give no time for hollow parade or 
preparation. We remember on one occasion, when head-quarters were 
at Fuente Guinaldo, and the hospitals at Celorico, that the Duke secretly 
sent on relays, and, accompanied by two or three of his staff, started 
early and rode with hii| usual rapidity to the latter place, where he 
arrived unexpectedly. Here, either from neglect on the part of the 
Portuguese authorities, or for want of energy elsewhere, ^I’VGrace 
found the sick and wounded in a most deplorable condition, many of 
them lying in the streets, on or under the cars, in a state of the utmost 
destitution, exposed to all the inclemencies of the rainy season. He 
spoke with his usual laconicism to some of the sufferers — “ Wounded?’* 
“ Yes.’' “ Badly?” Smartish.” “ Been attended to?” “ No, my 
Lord.” How long have you lainiierc ?” “ A day or two." “ How’s 
this ?” Don't know, but there's more wounded than I am, and besides, 
now you are come it will be all right.'' The Commander-in-chief's eye 
sparkled, his lip contracted, and the sharp expression, “Ah I" was uttered. 
Then, turning round, he said, “ Let these poor fellows be put under 
cover in the house of the Juiz de Fora and magistrates; 1 shall see 
whether they will leave my people to rot in the streets." Then sending 
^ for the principal functionary himself, he rated him in such terms as made 
the man wish the earth would open to hide him, and, turning on his heel, 
walked towards the hospital. At this juncture, up came the medical 
superintendent, a smart, tall, and intelligent Irishman, with well-po- 
lished boots, snow-white lineiv and an umbrella sheltering his best coat. 
The contrast between the drenched and mud-splashed chief and the 
spruce physician was striking. The Duke eyed him, but said nothing. 
He had made up his mind how to deal with the delinquent. As the 

C advanced, a bullock-cart obstructed the narrow street. The good- 
)ured and unsuspicious Irishman raised his umbrella, put his right 
hand on the crupper of one of the oxen, vaulted over with great agility, 
seized their heads, and turned them so as to admit a passage. This 
feat was not lost on the general, who, having finished his inspection, 
and finding every thing in a state rather to augment than allay his 
anger, administered no very honied admonition to the medical superin- 
tendent, mounted his horse, and returned to head-quarters. On his 
arrival, the inspector-general of hospitals was sent for, to whom he ex- 
pressed all his displeasure, and ordered the unfortunate Irishman to be 
sent in disgrace to England. The doctor endeavoured to deprecate his 
Lordship's choler, and added, “ I regret most sincerely to hear this, 
for I always considered Mr. to be one of the most active men in 
the department.” “ Active enough, by G — ,” retorted the Duke, “ for 
he jumped over a car and pair of bullocks yvith an umbrella in his hand.” 
Mr. — was not saved by this joke. 

To resume. The breaching battery maintained it^ fire with success. 
By four p.m., the line marked out parallel to the level of the water had 
yielded and exposed the earth behind; the vertical lines were also rapidly 
giving way, and large masses of the revetment had fallen. The ma- 
sonry of the scarp appeared of an inferior description to that of the 
counterscarp. The fire of these guns was by no means rapid, not ex- 
ceeding an average of six or seven rounds in the hour, or about eighty 
to ninety per day, from sun-rise to sun-set. Even with this trifling 
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expenditure, the vents of some pieces already showed symptoms of 
weakness, and the mouths of two or tliree commenced to scale and 
crack. The immense superiority of iron over brass material for balter- 
ing-train received an additional corroboration from this siege. Tlie 
casualties of the day were severe, and principally in the nearest batteiics; 
2 captains of artillery were killed, a third wouilded, and about 35 men 
put hors de combat^ in different directions. 


From Slst to 22d. — ^The evening closed in with heavy rain and mist; 
towards dark, all the gun batteries slackened tlieir tire. Nos. 14 and 15 
ceased altogether, but a heavy discb<arge of hollow ])rojpctiles was main- 
tained on the bastion Toledo, to pifevent the besieged from repairing 
the parapets to the right and left of the breach, or from tlirowing up 
retrencliments in the rear. A shower of coehorns and musketry was 
directed on the breach, where, it appears, no etfort was miule by the 
garrison, either to slope off the earth or to clear the bottom. The 
attention of the besieging engineers was now almost entirely directed to 
the completion of the descents and preparations for the passage. The 
sections of barrels and prismatic hollow troughs, twelve of each, with 
the necessary tackle, weights, and tools, intended to form the arches, 
were brought up to the neighbourhood of the second parallel in rear of 
battery H, and an abundant supply of fascines, sand-bags, saucissons, 
and gabions was deposited in a boyau bannediately contiguous to the 
mouths of the shafts. A few sappers were employed in improving the 
boyaus on the extreme right, and workings parties of infantry were 
constantly engaged in clearing the communications in the rear of the 
breaching batteries, but the operations of the siege were now so tar 
advanced, that it was unnecessary to break fresh ground, and the sap 
running from near the descent into the ditch of the ravelin in ilie direc- 
tion of the salient of Toledo, being found useless, was discontinued, as 
will be seen by referring to the Plan. 

The besieged, who still continued to expect an attack on tlie ravelin, 
maintained a heavy fire of musketry on the ditch, and a spare eighteen- 
pounder having bgen run up and placed under cover of a traverse on the 
right face of Tdledo, kept a steady discharge of grape on the unfinished 
passage. They also made constant use of liglit balls, large rockets, 
and lances d feu. This apprehension somewhat diverted their attention 
from the main attack, and in order to strengthen them in this delusion, 
the tirailleurs established on the banquettes of the nearest conimlinicatiou 
fired incessantly, whilst now and then half a dozen men were ordered to 
run down to the passage and |o discharge. their muskeU from the end. ' 
’Nothing of any importance occurred during the night. The besiegers 
were busily emplijyed in refitting the two damaged pieces in No. 15, 
new v/heels having been put on, the embrasures and revetments 
strenglliened, a*!! six guns were ready to open at day-break. This bat- 
tery and No, 14 were much annoyed during the night by vertical fire 
and shells, which were directed with admirable precision from the mor- 
tars and howitzers behind the adjacent ciirlaitis. In the breacliing battery 
a thick screen of fascines was laid during the night across the trunnions 
4nd carriages of the pieces, which greatly protected them from accidents, 
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and the gunners were directed to shelter themselves in the descents or 
under blindages made in the angles of the traverses. The two descents 
had now made great progress, that on the left, having been pushed 
nearly one hundred feet, had reached the counterscarp; that of the right 
was partly blinded, and tlie lateral gallery made ready for communica- 
tion. At midnight, the twepty-four-inch mortar was loaded with twelve 
and a half pounds of powder, and the first discharge took place. The 
liuge projectile, of which the internal charge was fifty-four pou^nas of 
powder and combustibles, was watched with anxiety as it made its 
jjarabola, and a look-out person stationed on the tower of St. Andrd 
reported that it had fallen and exploded near the great powder maga- 
zine at the gorge of bastion Fernando. The success of the experi* 
merit was thus demonstrated. At the second shot, vvhicli look place 
nearly an hour later, the shrill burst cli issuing from the moutli of the 
mortar, not by ex})lobion from the fuze, but from the weakness of the 
projectile itself. Great care was therefore ordered to be taken in select-^ 
ing others, of vvliich the culots were thicker. “ Tire enemy,*’ says 
General Chasse, in speaking of tins mortar, in his report of the 21st, 
‘‘ have put the seal to their brutal and barbarous mode of proceeding, 
by firing from the great monster-mortar, so long announced.*' 

In the mean while, the artillery of the garrison was not idle. Every 
sjrarc gun was extracted from the faces not attacked, iind conveniently 
stationed in readiness to replace accidents. It was necessary to drag 
these pieces over ruins, under crumbling walls and prostrate timbers, 
over ground ploughed with shflls, and under the concentrated fire 
of sixty mortars and howitzers. Immense stress has been laid by the 
besiegers on the ellects of their artillery, and certainly their gallant 
exertions merit tlie greatest commendations; but we think General 
(’liassd has scarcely done justice to his own people — he said much, but 
not enough, at least in his public report : for we venture boldly to 
assert that there is no praise or recompense that Lieutenant-Colonel 
Selig and his men do not deserve. They, and nearly they alone, made 
the defence, and in so saying we are supported by the highest opinions 
of officers of all countries who witnessed the operations, or subsequently 
inspected the interior of the fortress. The engineers apparently did 
little ; the infantry not more, and the state of General Cliassd's liealth 
was such, we believe, as rendered it impossible for him to display that 
activity of body which was the characteristic of this gallant veteran. 
Ibis was an unfortunate circumstance for the besieged. For however 
energetic and resolute the mind of a governor, however judicious his 
plans, or able the officers charged to carry them into execution, and a 
more zealous and devoted soldier than General Fauvage does not exist, 
still every one must be aware of ♦he paramoqnt advantage of the imme- 
diate and superintending eye of the commander-in-^hief, and the effect 
produced on troops when deprived of his constant preseiy^e. 

How often liave we seen the British soldier dapressed ^at the tem- 
porary absence of the Duke of Wellington, however able or valiant his 
substitute ! How often again has one seen, in the line of battle, the 
men*8 spirits raised/ to a frenzy of confidence when he appeared or 
placed himself near their ranks, .No matter how great the peril, the 
opposing force, or difficulty of ground, — he being there, all was right ; 
and though death* stared the soldier in the face, -^open-jawed, — alpiost 
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certain to devour him, — still he had faith and hope, — and on he rushed. 
God knows how he arrived — for in the front it was through a deluge of 
fire,— if in the rear, through a river of blood ; — but, nevertheless, he 
did arrive. There always exists some superstition as to the fortune of 
their generals in soldiers’ minds, and this confidencG in the Duke 
was carried to an indcfjnite extent in the Bytisli army. Ilowever des- 

E srate the occasion, he led his people to victory, and victory ensures 
oms^r and promises advancement. Honour ! for our victories, espe- 
cially in sieges, were purchased by dint of the most undaunted energy, 
and by achievements that, in other armies, would have conquered the 
cross of honour for the meanest soldier. Promotion ! for the path lay 
over the bodies of our mangled comrades ! 

We crave pardon for this digression, prom 2 )ted by the memory of old 
and pertinent events. 

At daylight the fire from all the batteries of cannon was renewed 
with redoubled ardour, and the discharge of mortars, coehorns, how- 
itzers, musketry, and every gun that could be brought to bear without 
endangering the advanced works, was more violent than on any pre- 
ceding djty. • The revetment of the scarp, from the salient to a distance 
of one hundred feet to the left, had given way, and exposed six of the 
counter-forts, which rose from the base nearly to the crest of the para- 
pets. This peculiarity of construction, which gives great force to the 
parapets, was much remarked. The counter- battery plied its shot 
vigorously on the flank of Fernando, but produced little impression, and 
was answered with effect by the besieged. Some idea existing that an 
attempt would be made by General Cliassd to embark his people, blow 
up the bastions, and cither to run down the^ river under cover of the con- 
fusion, or, at all events, to land them at the T^te de Flandre, and there 
make terms, orders were given to the batteries in /idvance of the 
villages of Burcht and Hoboken, to keep a sharp look out on the gun- 
boats. Some move having been made by those in the Polders, these 
batteries opened their fire, and two vesoels were damaged. 

The situation of the garrison was now becoming critical. The men 
were harassed and showed symptoms of great depression. Several 
powder magazines had blown up, — more than thirty guns had been 
disabled, Evej:y building not casemated in masonry, with the exception 
of the hospital, was levelled or burned ; ^and this hitter had considerably 
bulged from its perpendicular. The wells were either drained by fil- 
tration or were filled up by crumbling ruins. The dysentery began to 
show itself amongst the troops, and soft water was getting scarce ; and, 
independent of many sick, the loss ameunted to 90 killed, 349 wounded, 
and 69 missing. The latter, however, was of little importance, gene- 
rally speaking, for the st^engtirof the garrison still remaining, was 
much more than sufficient for convenience or defence. A council of 
defence was assembled, and a correct report made to the governor. 
The engineers declared that the breach would be practicable in less than 
thirty-four hours. The commandant of artillery observed, that he had 
Boarcely any disposable reserve pieces remaining, and that in the event 
of the guns in the flank of Fernando being disabled, there could be 
little prospect of defending «the foot.of the breach, or interrupting the 
passage ; but there was still an abundant supply of ammunition. The 
defences, generally speaking, were stated to be in good condition ; and» 
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if the men could be relied on, it was possible to defend the breach. 
Nothing was definitively settled, but the governor resolved to continue 
the defence until the state of the breach should warrant his surrendering 
with honour 

Nothing daunted, Lieutenant-Colonel Selig and his men served their 
pieces with gallant constajiry, and made good use of their light guns, 
kept loaded in reserve, and immediately run up and discharged, when- 
ever one of the larger pieces received an injury. Their liior^a;* and 
coehorn fire was very eflective on the breaching batteries ; and their 
tirailleurs, under cover of such portions of the left face as remained 
inUict, kept up a constant roll of musketry. By three p.m., the appear- 
ance of the breach ga«ve reason to suppose that twenty-four hours 
would suffice to render it perfectly practicable, and convert it into an 
easy slope. A deserter from the garrison made his escjipe by the 
burned arsenal ; the j)icture this man gave of the sufferings of the gar- 
rison was deplorable ; he declared the morale of his comrades was com- 
pletely broken down. But little reliance was placed on his assertions. 

'riie 24-incli mortar fired at intervals during the day. The shell was 
distinctly seen making its curve, and alighting with great precision. In 
the air it had the appearance of a huge cricket-ball, and had, appa- 
rently, little velocity. 

The besieged having availed themselves of the cessation of fire 
during the previous night to repair damages, the breaching and 
counter-batteries were directed to continue their discharges after dark ; 
but the thickness of the weathg* prevented their being very effective. 
Towards sunset, a boat with about thirty men of the garrison coming 
from the Tete de Flandre, jiaving grounded near the Melkhuys, they 
landed, and were attacked by the French post near tlie dyke : after 
sustaining a sjiarp fire, and losing two or three men, they made good 
their retreat by the glacis to the gorge of Kiel. The casualties of this 
day in the batteries and adjacent hoyaus were severe, especially in the 
artillery. A lieutenant-colonel, 2 captains of that arm, and 19 men of 
different corps, were killed or wounded in the two battieries. 


From 2 2d to 23d. — Tlie niglit was employed by '^ha artillery in 
giving additional strength to. the counter-battery and No. 14; both 
of which had suffered severely, the shells pitching on the parapets and 
embrasures, tearing away many cubic feet of revetment. The traverses 
were heightened and the flanks strengthened. The'engineers continued 
their labours at the descents. The left gallery was completely framed 
down to the revetment of the counterscarp, and was pierced so as to 
afford an arched opening of about four feet wide and three in height.. 
The left descent was also blinded down to the Tevetment, and the 
miners commenced opening the latter. The lateral gaHery of commu- 
nication was also blinded, and the whole was in a rftate to admit the Im- 
mediate commencement of the passage, for which the materials above- 
mentioned were in readiness to be employed on the subsequent ni^ht. 

The breaching and counter-batteries continued their fire slowly, as 
before-mentioned, during the night, and were replied to by the besieged 

* We give tills statement on the authority of an officer of the garrison# 
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with more than wonted Animation. The remarkable accuracy of the 
Dutch mortar fire at this close range, not only harassed the gunners 
and working parties, causing many casualties, but was a strong cor- 
robation of the arguments of those who had urged the expediency of 
advancing the whole of the batteries much nearer to the place after 
the establishment of the second parallel. Jt is with the utmost diffi- 
dence that we venture to approach a subject of this grave nature ; but, 
in e:fcp(es&ing some surprise that the besieging artillery should have per- 
sisted, throughout the whole siege, in maintaining all their cannon- 
batteries in their first positions, and should only reluctantly have 
advanced those for mortars, we are borne out by the opinion of many 
practical men of the highefit experience and authority serving with the 
army. It appears that the lieutenant-general commanding the artil- 
lery pertinaciously adhered to the principle, that it is at point blank 
that cannon fire is most efficacious; and that nothing is gained by 
that of mortars at close range : — that is, that the impetus of the former 
does not increase by reducing the distance between the point blank and 
a given object ; and were it not for intervening glacis and counterscarps, 
revetments* could as speedily be breached at full point blank, as at 
fifty yards; whilst in regard to the latter, their execution is rendered less 
certain by the necessity of diminishing the charge and fuse. But if the 
force of the full point blank was euual to that of the same piece at a re- 
duced distance, why increase the enarge from one-third to half, or from 
eight to twelve pounds for 24-pounders, when within fifty yards? — The 
effect produced by the breaching batt<jry on the revetments of the left 
face of Toledo was most rapid. Seven hours* fire on the 2 1 st, about 
thirteen on the 22d, in all thirty-four, at t]>c rate of not more than six 
sliots per hour per gun — one hundred and twenty-four rounds for twenty- 
four hours, had brought down the whole of its revetments, and seriously 
injured the counter-forts, which were more than six and a half feet square. 
On the other hand, tlie counter- battery, distant about three hundred and 
fifty yards from the right flank of Fernando, produced little effect ; and, 
calculating from the damage done to it at the moment of surrender, it 
would, apparently, have required a week to have breached it, had a 
breach been necessary. 

We are awa^e, that the iron 24-pounders now in use in the English 
siege-trains have been brought to such perfection of bore and metal, as 
to be highly effective at the full jioint blank range, and that their fire 
has been known to be extremely destructive even at fourteen hundred 
yards. Practicable breaches were made by our guns in Spain at dis- 
tances varying from six to eight hundred yards ; but in oUr operations 
it was of the utmost importance to save time ; and thus our sieges were 
hurried to their denouements at a great sacrifice of human life, when 
’ both engineers anct artillery would, most probably, have preferred the 
more regular rputine, and, surely, would not by preference have selected 
point blank ,as the distance to 1^ maintained through the whole opera- 
tion. Besides, there can be little doubt of the superiority not only of 
our iron (over the French brass) guns, both as for accuracy and capa- 
bility of maintaining rapid fire ; but of our powder being of a finer and 
more powerful quality. The Frenchubrass guns could not, we believe, 
support more than an average of seven shots an hour, for any length of 
without drooping at the mouth and flying at the went ; whereas our 
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artillery consider eight rounds per hour as by no means sharp or 
mental to the pieces. 

But) even admitting that nothing is obtained by approximating 
cannon batteries, it has been clearly demonstrated in the late siege, 
that mortars are, not only equally certain, but more deadly in their 
range vt^heo within, one hundred or one Iiundred and fifty yards ; and as 
battery I was at the eleventh hour moved up to the third parallel, one 
must suppose tliat the French artillery began to admit the effi6hcy of 
the Dutch fire. It is’certain> that the shells of the latter increased in 
nicety of range, in proportion as the works advanced ; that few sheila 
failed to explode ; aiid that, after the covered-way was crowned, their 
Execution became very dangerous to the workmen, and more detri- 
mental to the saps and batteries. Take, for instance, a given number 
of shells fired on Montebello and on the breaching battery, it will be 
found that the proportion of tliose dropping at the proper point, in the 
latter, were as four to one. In the former, one officer was wounded in 
nineteen clays ; in the latter, four were killed and five or six wounded 
in forty-eight hours. If the object of keeping batteries at the average 
of point blank distance, which, by referring to the list of batteries or 
Plan Will be fomid to be the case, was to neutralise the effect of the 
besiegers’ fire, and to preclude him from the advantage of convergency, 
which ought to belong to the besiegers, — this would be a powerful argu- 
ment; but if this were the case, it would be an admission of the effi- 
cacy of fire at sliort ranges, and would destroy the argument on 
which the .objections are foundeck It is certain, that if this principle 
were correct, and that shot could tell as well on a solid revetment at 
six liundred yards as at fifty, and there were no lofty glacis or covered - 
ways to screen the scarps, it would be an immense advantage; for 
musketry and coehorn fire, usually so harassing to close batteries, 
would thus be rendered useless. 

THE Sl^RRENDER, 

At day-break, the whole of the besieging batterlea renewed their fire. 
That of the breach told well on the masonry of the counter-forts. The 
earth already presented a fair slope, and promised a practicable breach 
at the end of a few hours. At about eight o’clock, howe/er, a flag of 
truce appeared at the post stationed in the burned arsenal, and two 
officers of the garrison, Lieutensfnt-Colonel Selig, of the artillery, and 
Major Van der Wyck, of the engineers, having stated that they were 
bearers of a letter from General ChasstJ to the Marshal, they were im- 
mediately conducted, by the esplanade, to the Malines gate, and thence 
to Bcrcbem, where, on being presented to Count Gerard, they delivered 
the following letter o * , 

** Citadel of Xntwerp, 23d Dec. 1832. 

, “ Monsieur le Mar^chal, 

** Thinking that 1 have satisfied the honour of a soldier in the defence of the 
, pi ace of which the command has been confided to me, 1 am deshous to ter-, 
ininate the effiision of blood. Consequently, Monsieur le Mar^chal, 1 have 
the honour to apprise you that I am disposed to evacuate the citadel with 
the force under my oniers, and to treat with you for the surrender of this 
place, as well as the position of the Tgte de Flandre and forts depending on 
it. In order to effect this, Monsieur le Mar^chal, I propose to you to 
a cessation of the fire on both sides during the progress of the negotiation,'^ 
1 haVe charged two field-officers to retoit this letter to your Excellency ; they 
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are fdmisbeti with the necesftilry instructions for treating for the ahove- 
mentioned surrender. 

MarshalCrcraid, f Signed) Chassb.** 

&o. &c. &c. 

“ A true Copy. ^ (Signed) Gerard.** 

A council of war was immediately assembled to discuss the verbal 
propoi>ltion3 offered by the two Dutch officers, the principal feature of 
which was, that the garrison was ready to evacuate the fortress and forts 
on the left bank, on condition of being transported, with arms and 
baggage, to Holland, either by land or vvater, as should be determined 
upon by tlie Netherlands* government. These propositions being con- 
sidered inadmissible, a sketch of q. capitulation was drawn up by General 
St. Cyr Nugues, and after considerable discussion on the part of the 
Dutcli commissioners, Colonel Auvray was directed to accompany them 
to the citadel, and it was not until a late hour of the evening, that Gene- 
ral Chassd consented to and signed the following capitulation : — 

CAPITULATION 

Concluded hehveen the General of Infantry Baron Chassc and Marshal 
Count Gerard, 

“ 1st. The General of Infantry Baron Chassc^ will deliver up to Marshal 
Count Gerard the citadel of Antwerp, the position of the Tete de Flandre, 
the forts Biirght, Zwyndreclit, and Austro wiel, in their present condition, 
with their cannon, warlike stores and provisions, with the reserve of the 
objects mentioned in No. 3. 

“ 2. The garrison will march out with the honours of war, will lay down 
its arms on the glacis, and will be prisoners of war. At the same time, 
Marshal Gerard engages himself to have them conducted to the frontiers of 
Holland, where their arms shall be rc'itored to them, as soon as H. M. the 
King of Holland shall have ordered the evacuation of Forts Lillo and Lief- 
kenshoek. For this purpose. Marshal Gerard will, without delay, despatch 
an oflicer to the Hague, and will permit General Chasse to send one on his 
part, if he deems it expedient. 

“ 3. Olficers will preserve their arms, and all the garrison their liaggage, 
carriages, horses, and effects, either appertaining to corps or individuals 
forming part of this garrison. Those persons not beloning to the gamson, 
who have remained in the citadel, will be under the protection of the 
French army. 

“ 4, If the King of Holland orders the surrender of Forts Lillo and Lief- 
kenshoek, the garrison shall be conducted to the Dutch frontier, by land or 
water, according to the option of General Chass^, immediately after posses- 
sion is taken of the.se forts. 

“6. If the garrison takes the land route, it will march in one column. 
General Chass6 shall have, the faWty nf sending forward staff-officers and 
commissaries to prepare quarters on the Dutch territory. 

^*6. In casQ the fiorses and waggons of the garrison are not sufficient for 
the transport of its effects, means of transport shall bo furnished at their 
expense. I'hc same condition shall be applicable for such boats as may be * 
requisite for the transport of the furniture of the officers and functionaries of 
the garrison. 

“ 7. For the transj)ort of the sick, and more especially the wounded, the 
necessary number of boats ihall be provided to transport them to Bergen- 
Op-Zoom, at the cost of the Dutch government. The sick not susceptible of 
being moved shall continue to be treated, in places« analogous to their 
fdtimtieD, at the expense of the Dutch government, and by medical officer 
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of that nation, who, on their retiring, will enjoy tho same advantages as the 
garrison. 

« 8. Immediately after the signature of tho present capitulation, the 
besieging army will occupy the ravelin and the gate of the curtain facing the 
town, by one battalion. 

“ 9. With the least possible delay tho commandants of artillery and en- 
gineers (Dutch) will deliver up to the chiefs of these departments in the 
French army, all arms, ammunition, plans, &c. relative to the servicq with 
which they are respectively charged. An inventory of the objects surren- 
dered shall be drawn up by both parties. 

“ Done at Antwerp, this 23d Dec. 1832. 

“ The Lieut.-General Chief of tho Staff, furnished with fhll 
powers, on the pdrt of the Marshal commanding in chief 
the Army of the North, 

(Signed) St. Cyr Nuoues.” 

ADDITIONAL ARTtCLE. 

“ The flotilla * of twelve gun-boats stationed before Antwerp, under the 
orders of Colonel Koopman, is not included in the present capitulation. 

. (Signed) Colonel Auvray.” 

Immediately after the arrival of the Dutch officers at Berchem orders 
were issued to stop the fire of the besieging batteries, and an officer 
with a white flag was directed to hasten to the breaching battery, 
and thence to communicate with the garrison, in order that General 
Chasse might issue similar instructions to his gunners, who, not being 
aware of what was passing, conlihued to fire a few rounds after the 
French batteries had entirely ceased. The last sliot from the flank of 
Fernando carried off the arm of a French artillery officer in battery 15. 
At ten A.M. the fire ceased entirely on both sides, having been main- 
tained by the Dutch from mid-day on the 30th of November, altogether 
• 22 days and 22 hours ; and by the French, from 11 a.ai. on the 4th of 
December, making 18 days and 23^ hours, — the former having expended 
42,000 rounds, and the latter upwards of 63,000, the half of which 
were hollow projectiles, of wliich a large proportion passed over the 
citadel. The moment the batteries ceased firing, tlie garrison crowded 
the parapets and ramparts, and some of the besiegers having dashed 
into the water, waded across the ditch, and, scrambling ilj) tJie breach, 
shook hands with the defenders.* It was stipulated that both parties 
should abstain from working during the progress of the negotiations ; 
but some of the garrison, unknown to the governor, having been seen 
occupied in clearing the breach, and repairing the parapet of Toledo, 
and the embrasures in Fernando, llie General commanding the trcnchea 
immediately gave notice, that the fire wjould be re-opened if this was 
continued. No further act of hostflity took plate. 

It has been shown by the capitulation, that the flotitla under Colonel 
Koopman was not included. That gallant seaman meditafed an enteiv 
prise, which, had it even partially succeeded, would liave reflected the 
highest honour on the Dutch navy. As it was, the attempt was boldly 
conceived, and merited the greatest praise. Having landed much of 
bis powder, to prevent accidents from liot sliot, and issued secret orders 
to the commanders of the flotilla to prepare lo sail upon a preconcerted 

* By sotne oversight^ the flotilla was not thought of until the capitulation had 
been signed and exchanged. 
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signal, tlic wind being fair, though the tide was flowing, Koopman 
profited by the darkness, and at 10 p.m. tlie vessels cut their cables, and 
hoisting every stitch of canvass, bore down the Sclieldt, and might 
probably have succeeded in running down with little damage, had not 
accident betrayed their intention before they were fairly under weigh, 
A Polisli colonel in the Belgian service, *lhe gallant Prozynski, was 
waiting at the post in tlie arsenal for the return of Colonel Aiivray, and 
happening to walk towards the borders of the river, perceived some 
movement amongst the vessels, though the night was so dark as al- 
most to shroud objects at a short distance. The idea of an attempt to 
escape suggesting itself, he immediately sent word to the sentries on 
the quays to open their fire and to alarm the batteries, so that before 
the headmost vessel had reachetbthe Fort du Nord, the Belgian gunners 
manned tlieir jiieces and commenced a cannonade. Seeing this, and 
thinking it imprudent to lisk the lives of the crews, Colonel Koopman 
directed the flotilla to put back, and to run up with tlie tide to their 
former stations. One vessel, gun-boat No. 8, however, gallantly main- 
tained its course in despite of the fire of the batteries, and had already 
reached the neighbourhood of St. Philip. In a few moments it would 
have been in safety but signals having been made along the dykes, a 
heavy fire was ojiened upon it from the fort, and having taken the 
ground in rounding one of the points, the lieutenant (Meersman) 
thought it prudent to surrender. Tlie crew, consisting of about thhty 
men, were made prisoners by General Acliard’s division, and brought 
through Antwerp in two waggons tfn the following day, when these 
brave men were insulted and assailed with mud and stones by a portion 
of the populace of that city. This detesrablc act excited general indig- 
nation in the hearts of all that witnessed or heard of it. The French 
escort of hussars, of whom there were only ten Oi Uvelvc, dashed 
amongst the vile mob, composed of the lowest orders, and hud on with 
their sabres ; whilst some Belgian ofiicers who chanced to be present 
exerted themselves to the utmost to put a slop to this abomination. 
Colonel Caradoc, and Sir George Hamilton, the British secretary of 
embassy to the mission at Brussels, happened to be returning from the 
citadel at the moment. It is scarcely necessary to say, that they con- 
ducted thcmkelves on this occasion, at some personal risk, as became 
Englishmen and gallant men. 

Having mentioned the names of these two gentlemen, we think it 
will be gratifying to the British army to state, that on their visiting 
the Governor on business connected with the mission, he expressed 
himself extremely anxious that they should inspect the citadel, and 
make such report to the govprnment and the Duke of Wellington, 
of the condition in which they fotmd the fortrfess, as would place 
the nature of his (defence in a proper light in the opinions of the Duke 
and the British army, a sentiment honourable to him, and flattering to 
English soldiers. The gallant veteran, in his letter to the Dutch minis- 
ter of war, declared that, had he consulted his own feelings, had he 
been responsible for his own life alotie^ he should have gladly sought a 

g lorious termination to his long career upon the breach. We believe 
lis fully, and laud him for having judged more bnnp«wely. We have 
criticised the operations, and do not hesitate to declare, that neither 
attack nor defence were such as to place the siege U|p6n a level vnth many 
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others that could be mentioned ; but it must be recollected that the 
besiegers were not pressed for time, and that their principal object wjbls 
to spare the effusion of blood ; whilst the defenders knew themselves to 
be without a prospect of relief, were exposed in a very confined space 
to one of the most constsgit bombardments ever recorded in history, 
and were attacked by such an overwhelming force of men and materiel, 
as never sat dowi^ before a fortress; and this force, without chance 
of interruption, with every possible advantage of supplies, and with no 
other external enemy to fear than the rain and mud. 

To return to the gun-boats. On finding his bold enterprise frus- 
trated, Colonel Koopman immediately directed his crews to set 'fire to 
and destroy their vessels, and to land at the T^te de Flandre. This 
project was executed immediately; fbur gun-boats and two steamers 
were burned and scuttled in the Pohlerg, and the remaining six were 
destroyed in the river ; and by daylight scarcely a vestige of them 
remained. It was in consequence of this proceeding that Colonel Koop- 
man was subsequently treated with some severity, being deprived of his 
sword, and placed in close arrest. But General Chass^ having strongly 
remonstrated, and the British commissioner having likewise interceded, 
the brave sailor, who had but done his duty nobly and honourably, was 
placed on the same footing with his comrades in misfortune. 

Whilst these important events were passing before the citadel, the 
Dutch secretly collected a small body of troops from Flushing and 
Batz, amounting to about 2000 men, and embarked them on board the 
squadron, with the intention of making an attack on the left of General 
Sebastiani's division, stationed near Doel, of destroying the batteries 
between that place and Liefkenslioek, and cutting the dyke so as to 
inundate the wjhole of the Doel Polder, At daybreak on the 23d, the 
Eurydice frigate, with two corvettes, three steamers, and twenty gun- 
boats, worked up within pistol-range of the dykes, and immediately 
commenced disembarking a considerable number of troops, whilst the 
g^rison of Liefkenshoek were directed to make a -sortie, and to fall on 
the right flank of the French detachment. The landing was partially 
effect^ before the French, who occupied this post with 500 infantiy, 
three 8-pounders, and one 5 J inch howitzer, reached the point of attack. 
A company of grenadiers immediately threw themselves forward, and, 
supported by two other companies, opened a heavy fire of musketry, 
whilst the four guns plied the- assailants with grape. After a sharp 
conflict the latter were driven back with some loss. In the meantime 
the remaining companies advanced to check the sortie from Liefken- 
shoek, which they succeeded in repulsing after a short struggle. The 
landing was protected by the fire^ot squadron, which was vigorously 
maintained until a late hour, when the troops having; been re-embarkeg, 
the vessels hove out of reach of the shot. The loss of tli^ Dutch, many 
of whom were bayoneted or drowned in endeavouwng to Regain their 
boats, amounted to about 100 killed, wounded, and missing ; that of 
the French was nearly equal, having 17 killed, and 69 wounded. 

At daybreak on the 24th, two French battalions marched into the 
citadel and took possession of tbe ravelin and ramparts ; the. Dutch 
flag was hauled down, but no other substituted in its place. The 
atren^h of the g^jrrison of the citadel, exclusive of forts, on the motn- 
ing of the surrender, amounted to 3797 rank and filC) and 129 ofiScers, 
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with 300 wounded, amongst the latter 10 officers. We refer the ^eadei^ 
to the Appendix for details. Shortly after, Marshal Gerard and the 
French princes entered the fortress with the lieutenant-generals com- 
manding engineers and artillery, and immediately proceeded to visit 
General Chasstf, whom they found in a small casemate in the Alba 
bastion. On their progress from the gate to the governor’s quarters, 
they mpt with a scene of devastation and ruin, and a thousand painful 
and disgusting objects, that baffie all powers of description. We shall 
therefore coniine ourselves to stating, tliat the whole interior presented 
an unparalleled chaos of black and smouldering destruction ; that, with 
the exception of the principal powder, and two or three service maga- 
zines, and the hospital, not a building remained standing. The terre^ 
plcitis of the bastions were ploughed up with sliell-holes, and the gorges 
encumbered with fallen rubbish ; and although the casemates and sub- 
terranean communications were not perforated with shells, they emitted 
an offensive and almost insupportable odour, caused by the quantity of 
men crowded in them. 

Everything was said by tlie victors to console and flatter the van- 
quished, and after a meeting at once dignified and affecting, Count 
Gerard took his leave, having, it is said, stated to General Chasse, 
“ That it was high time to surrender ; that he had gallantly and honour- 
ably done his duty, and that he ought not to have held out a day longer.*' 

This day having been fixed for the garrison to march out, it was 
arranged between the marshal and goyernor, that this ceremony should 
take place on the glacis, between Lunette Kiel and the river, as much 
to insure tranquillity as to avoid trouble to the garrison, who were to 
return to the citadel. At 3 o’clock p.m. the Dutch troops formed in 
marching order, undjer the command of Major-Genera) Fauvage, and 
with colours flying, drums beating, filed out of the fortress, and formed 
in column on the Kiel glacis. General Chasse’s health not permitting 
him to ride or walk so far, he was spared the pain of being present. 
Detachments of different corps of the besieging army, with cavalry jmd 
artillery, were formed in order of battle fronting the fortress, and after 
the usual ceremonies, the garrison marched by, the French troops 
carrying arms^ and the drums beating a salute. The vanquished then 
piled arms, 'took off their cross-belts, and after a short time returned 
into the place, where it was settled they should remain until the King 
of Holland’s reply relative to Liefkenshoek and Lillo should be 
received, aif aide-de-camp of Marshal Gerard and an ofiicer from the 
garrison having been despatched to the Hague for tliis purpose. 

On the 25th, detachments of the besieging army crossed the river 
and took possession of the T(!te vie Fljindre and forts dependent, where 
they made prisoner^ the crews of the gun-boats, amounting to about 852 
men, and 30 ^officers, and 467 officers and men of different infantry 
regiments, pxclusive of about 250 sick — making all together a total of 
4845 effectives, and 550 sick and wounded. 

On the 27th, a negative answer as to Lillo and Liefkenshoek was 
received from the Hague. The Dutch government refused to ratify the 
capitulation, and rejected the offe^ made on the part of the French 
commander-in-chief, to send back the garrison on condition that officers 
and men would take an oath not to serve against France or her allies 
during the war ; that is, until the pending question between Holland 
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and Belgium should be definitively settiod. In consequence of this; 
arrangements were made for the removal of the garrison to France a£ 
prisoners of war. On the morning of the 29th, the first column, undei 
the orders of General Fauvage, consisting of about 2400 men, em- 
barked near the Melkhuys, crossed the Scheldt to Burcht, and took 
the route of Ghent by Cassel to St. Omer. They were followed on the 
31st by the second column, composed of an equal number. ^Genera 
Chassd moved with this detachment, a brigade of the division Sebastian 
serving as escort to each. 

At mid-day on the Ist of January, the citadel was evacuated by tin 
French, and taken possession of by the Belgians, wlio immediately 
lioibted their standard. The besieging army had already commencec 
Its retrograde movement by brigades* The battenng-tram and stord! 
were re embarked at Boom; and on the, 10th llie whole oPthe troops, 
with the exception of the sick and wounded, had recrossed the French 
frontier, and thus terminated the operation. 

We beg to express our grateful thanks to those officers who have 
kindly assisted us with details and opinions The sketch of the attack 
done by Captain Ilallard of the Belgian engineers, is, wc are able tc 
state, from minute personal inspection of the ground, correct in all it! 
details, and is a reduced fac-simile of that in the possession of th( 
besieging engineers. 
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APPENDIX, 

STATE OF THE ARMY OF THE NORTH 

EMPLOYSD IN THE SIEGE AND COVERINO THE OPERATIONS UNDER 

Makshal Count Gerai^d. 


Chiei’ of Staff. . Lieut.-Gen. St. Cyr Nugues.\ Head* Quarters, Berchem. 

Sous Chef Colonel Auvray. I Park, near Wylrick. 

Artillery Lieut. -Gen. Ncigre. j .. Berchem. 

Kngiucers Lieut.-Gen. Haxo. J Grand Dep6t, Boom. 


Advanced Guard. 


Divisions. * 

Brij'ades. 

Rc{pments. 

! 

|Y 

f 

1 : 

11 

li 

11 

1 

Guns. 

1 

I- . .f 

Lt.-Geu. Sebastiani< 
(H.-Q. Beveren.) | 

II. [ 

Lt.-Gen. Achard . .V 
(H.*Q. Merxem.) 1 

II r. f 

Lt.-Gcn. Tamili 
(H.-Q. Coiiticb.) 1 

IV. ( 

Lt.-Gen. Fabre . . 
(H.Q. Hemixeii.) I 

Reserve. j 

Lt.-Geii. Scliramm J 
(H.-Q. Maliiies.) j 

Division of* ( 
Light Cavalry, j 
Lt.-Gen. Dejean . . i 
(H.-Q. Lockerep.) ( 

Cuirassiers. ( 

Lt.-Gen. I 

Geniil St. Alplionsei 
(H.-Q.Grammont.) ( 

Two Brigades of [ 
L^ht Cavalry, v 
aetached. «, j 

lI.R.H. D. of Orleans 
(H.-Q. Braeschaet) 

1st Brigade, 
Maj.-Geii. Garlet. . . . 

2d Brigade, 
iMdj.-Gon. Rumigny . 

1st Brigade, 
Maj.-Gen. Castellane 

2d Brigade, 
Maj.-Gen. Voirol. » . • 

1 st Brigade, 
Maj.-Gon. Georges , . 

2d Brigade, 
Maj.-Gen. Zoepfel. . . 

1st Brigade, 
Maj.-Cileti. Uapatel • . 

2d Brigade, 
Maj.-Gen. dTiiucourt 

1st Brigade, 
Maj.-Gen. Kuhlieres. 

2d Brigade, 
Maj.-Gen. Durocheret 

1 st Brigade, 
Maj.-Gen. De Bigny. 

2d Brigade, 
M^.-Gen. 

La Tour Maubourg 

1 st Brigade, 
Maj.-Gen. Vilatte . . . 

2(1 Brigade, 

Maj. Gen Giessler ” . 

Maj.-Geii. 

De la Woesteeii. •• 

*2d Brigade, 
Maj.-Gen. Smoueau. 

j 1st Hussars « 

\ 1st Lancers . 
l20tbLt. Inf... 
Illtb Lt. luft. 

1 15th Line . . . 

1 8th „ ... 

UDth „ ... 

i 8tbLt. Inf,. 

1 1 2tb Line . . . 
|32<1 „ ... 

I3c;h 

r52d Line .... 
V58th „ .... 

fl8th .... 

|l9thLt. Inf., 
r 7th Line.... 
{25th „ .... 

ICath ,, 

r41st Line. . . . 

{ 3aLt.iiif... 
^Grenadiers. . . 

1 50th Line. . . . 

1 Voltigeurs . . . 
r 1 st Chasseurs 
t 2d Hussars . 

1 5ih Dragoons 

poth „ 

( 1st Dragoons 
9th . ;; 

loth „ 

7th Chasseurs. 
'8th Hussars. . 

|4th Chasseurs. 
t5th Hussars. . 

{, 
f ® 

{i 

(i 

}i 

li 

( 

1 

1 

6 

>6-pounders. 

J II.A. 

12 

1 8 ami 12 

1 pounders. 

12 

1 8 and 12 

1 pouiidm. 

1 

f 8-pounders. 

1 

78-poimdeTS. 

1 

> 12-pounders 

1 

> 6-pouQdew. 

! 

1 

Total Divisions. 

8 

Brigades. 

IHi 

% 

Bat. 

64 

Gims. 

78 


The Battalions of Infantry wero composed of 8 Companies, of about 110 Rank and File. 

• These Battalions were formed from the elite Companies of tho Fourth Rattallona of Bef^meiiU 
hehmisinK to tho Army of the North that remained in BepOt iu France, 
f Each Squadron composed of about 110 Horses. 
t Pushed OR to the 
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Horses. 

460 

Total Men. 

Total Horses. 

Artillery Siege . , 14 Companies of 120 ] 
Sappers and Miners 10 „ 120 | 

Pontoon Brigade . . 1 „ 200 j 

Train 8 Sqiiadions 220 J 

men each. 

1680\ 

I 2 OOI 5 

200 

17b0j 

-h 

— too 
300(3 
3680j 


• Giving about a Relief and alialf for each Gun, supposing the Number iu B^^ry 
toha\c averaged 100. 


Recapitulation of General Force. 



Men. 

• 

Horses. 

Guns. 

Cavalry . . . . , 

Infantry 

Engineers, &c. . , 

6,000 

54,000 

1 ,200 

6,000 

Siege . 1 44 

Artillery, Field . . 

„ Siege . . 

Tram and Pontoons 
Marine 

1,600 

l,6ff0 

1,900 

150 

3,500 

4,800 

Field . 78 

Total* . , 

66,450 

14,300 

222 


• In roimd numbers ; there may be some errors, but the whole 
is tolerably exact. The liorbes do nolinclurlc tliose of olBcers. 


List op Batteries, ‘with uihkction of their Fire. 


No. 

1 

"t. 

'W 

- 2 

”1 

If 

as 

Distance iu 

yaids. 

Direction of Fire. 

1 

6 

— 

2 


535 & 850 

Battering left fare of Toledo and gorge of St. 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— 

500 

Ricueheing light face of Toledo. [,Laurent. 

3 

4 

— 

2 

— 

640 

Battering left fare of ravelin. 

4 

— 

3 

2 

— 

650 

Ricocheing right face of ravelin. 

5 

6 

2 

1 

— 

680 & 430 

B.itt. right face of Toledo, licochoing right face 

6 

— 

2 

2 

— 

700 

Uicoch. left taco of Toledo. [of St. Laurent. 

7 

6 

2 

1 

— 

380&70a 

„ left face of St. Laurent, and batt. left face 

8 

— 

3 

2 

— 

465 

„ left face of ravelii^ [ofPaciotto. 

9 

— 

— 

6 


820 

Battering salient ofPaciotto. 

Dl 

8 

— 

— 

— 

6g0&S20 

left face of ravelin and lunette Riel. 

A* 

— 

— 

— 

10 

850 

Not armed. 

B 

— 

— 

— 

9 

1000 

Botly of citadel. 

C 

— 

— 

— 

u 

1050 

>1 V * 

D 

— 

— 


10 

^50 

f Total, 104,* of which 10 mortal* 


30 

14, 

20 

40 

...... 

1 did not fire. 

11 

4 


— - 


*500 

Battering right fhee of Toledo. 

12 


3 



435 

., batardeali. 

13 

— 

4 

— 

— 

220 & 275 

„ left face of ravflin, right fece of Toledo. 

E 



— 

6 

500 

Body of citadel. • * 

F 




6 

490 

jt 'I. 

G 


— 


6 

650 

M »* 

H 

— 

— 


6 

380 

ff » 

K 

— 

— 

— 

8 

600 

n 

14 

6 




*50 

Breaching battery. 

15 

6 




1 350 

Counter-battering left flank of Fernando. 

16 


• 



125 

6 pierriers on the ravelin and Toledo. 



— ! 

— 

10 

250 

Terre-pleine, and rampart of Toledo. 


Ill 

■ si I " 

Aofo. — 19 coehorns (3} inch) not includedt 
• Misprinted 105 in the text— jxustm. 
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SISGB OB ANTWERP IN 18%< 


RECAPITUliATIOtff. 


Guns. 

No. 

Bemarks. 

24‘poiuiders . . . 

42 

The twelve 24-pounder8 in Nos. 

to 

17 

14 and 15, ahdthe 16*pounders 

8-inch howitzers . 

21 

in Nos. 12 and 13, wuie new. 

« 10-ineh mortars . 

40 

No. 11 was armed from No. 10, 

Vierriers. • . • . 

6 

and E, F, G, II, K, and l,from 

Coehorns .... 

19 

A, B, C, and D. The other bat- 



teries maintained their position 

Total 

145 

and fire up to the last moment. 


Maximum of Gun ran^e , • , 680* yards. 

„ Howitzer do. . . , 850 „ 

„ Mortar do. . . - 1000 „ 

• Taken fiom tin* noarcsl salioiit or fne rt. 


RETURN OF ARTILLERY & STORES 
Found in the Citadel oi* Antwrup and Forts, 
As per lmeutoi>, 24lh December, 1832. 


No. 1. — Citadel. 

4» 


Guns. 



Aiumiinition, 


No. 


24-pounders 
18 „ 

12 „ 

8 tf 

6J in. howitzers 

5 jf » 

12 in. mortars 

18 if i) 

8 ,) jt 

8^ it a 

18 it V 

13 in. pieiriers 
Coehorns . . 


Total 


11 

8 

20 

24 

8 

3 

3 
5 

4 
4 
.3 
2 

19 


114* 


Shot of diflerent calibre . . . 

iy Case and Canister . . » 
Shells — Mortar aifd liowitzer . 

Muskets. . 

„ Cartridges. . • . . . 
Powder in Barrels, . , , , . 


8,797 
2,815 
12,171 
5,237 
b, 000, 000 
150,0001b. 


11 would be buprifluous to ffnc the lonjj list of 
items Mich a^i lOthe a li u, liiuis, loikets, 
fuims, of wlmh theie was .i pioporliouiile ^loie 
These liaie Ik*cu Miieti with the letuui ot the Forts, 
in order to show the jnopoilioiih The reader will 
be able tojud^e liom the Iok ffoinjf leturn of mute 
riel, of the lem;th of tnm* tlio Commuaduiit could 
ha\o relied on his aramuiiitiou. 

• Exclusive of 31 pieces of different calibre, 
damoKetl and diMnouiited. 


No. 2,— Tetb de Flandrb. 


Guns. 

No. 

2 

2 

l’ 

5 

Limbers, &c. 

No. 

Ammunition, 

No. 

12-pounders, iron . 

8 >1 H • 

13 „ bras* 

• Ttta 

Limbers, spare . ^ 
Platforms 

3 

5 

12-lb. cuftridffes . . 
C-lb. . 

12-lb. shot . . . . 
6.1b. „ . . . , 

12-lb. case . * , . 
6-lb. „ . . , . 

Lances d feu * . . 
Matches . . ^ . 

! Powder, Barrel of . 
Musket Cartridges . 
Grenades 

199 

323 

184 

221 

89 

76 

160 

2b0 

1 

12290 
' 50 

On referring to the list of Belgian Batteries, and the over- 
whelming weight of metal mounted on the Quays,. one can- 
not 1)0 siirfiriscd at General Chass^ having gls^ly acceded to 
the neutrality of the city. To have resi.stpd. with 6 guns 
agaiust 30 or*40, would have been an act of insanity. Ivmust, 
however, be observed, that Whilst General Chasse appears to 
hard been well-acquainted with every gun mounted a^nst 
tire Belgians were not equally wou-luformed of ms dis- 
there was on impreasioo. that several mortars 
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No. 3. — Fort Burort. 


391 


Guq0. 

T 

Limbors, &g. 

No. 

Amwuaitioiii 

No. 

S-poundcrs, iron . . 

8 

Platforms 

6 

6-lb. case 

71 

1 „ swivels . 

2 

llilto 

5 

6 -lb. shot 

460 

6 „ brass . . 

1 

Limbers . . . 

‘i 

4-lb. 

35 

6 „ iron . . 

4 

♦ 


6-lb. cartridge . . . 

300 

Cuehorn mortars. . 

2 



Lances d feu . . 

60 

6-pounders .... 

3 



Matches 

600 




1 lb. shot 

16 

Total 

20 



Grape 

Powder in Mag. lbs.' 

14 

1,700 

111 tlie event of any seriuu? attaek, it ill shown by this i 

table tli.it the fort was not jneitiuiiecito hold oiiUsuanj liours, 
not Inn ini' more tlnin ^ rounds lor one d.iy for it^ 8, and 



1 about loo for its G-pouuders. 

A a regarded the city, it 

was 



1 iniiucuuii!!i, nut liuviug a tdugle 

mortar. 





No. 4. — Fort Aus'iruwibl. 


Guns. 





No. 

6-poimders, brass. . 

2 

Limber 

Platfoiitis 


6-lb. shot 

6-lb. cartridge , . . 
Lances d feu . . . 

Matches 

6-lb. case shot . . . 
Musket cartridge . • 

82 

197 

70 

150 

70 

6230 

An idea w.vs euirent in the highest quarter th.it thh fort 
w as aimed w itli .a 1.7rge portion of mortars and, eon'.equently, 

.1 lire of rie.irly lOO guns, of high calibre, ♦ nd .sc^eldl multa^^ 
Ala's piejxired to be diiected upon it. 


In Fort Zuyndreclit or Bcvern Ihere was no artillery, and merely a SerjcauFs Picquet, 
The Kedoubt Ualoo or Wellington was dismantled. 


No. 5, — Recapitula-tion. 


Citadel 114 

Tetc do Flandro . . 5 

Fort Burght. ... 20 

Austruwiel .... 2 


} 


Total, 141 pieces, of different calibre. 


No. 6,-— State of the Garrison of Antweri* and Forts dependent^ 

FIUOR to the SlEUE. 


Commandant . . . . 
Second in Command . 

Artillery 

Engineers 

Flotilla 


General Cliass6, ^ 
Major-General Fauvage. 
Lieut.-Colonel Selig. 

Major Van der Wyck. 
Captain Koopmaii (ColoifOl.) 


No. 7.— Kili.kd, Wounded, and Missing — BF. siEaED Troops. 


Regiment, 

Rattahon. 

a 

03 


-d < 

1 

th 

ja 

'S 

.!2 

1^' 

Qinccis. 

• 


1 

if 

i 

1 

7th . . 
9th . . 
loth . . 

Artillery . 
Engineers 

1st flank . 
lst&2dD. 
3d Det. • 
4th Dei . 

• 

920 

832 

2463 

675 

47 

15 

17 

62 

28 

0 

52 

44 

221 

48 

4 

1 

3 

60 

5 

1 , 

68 

64 

343 

81 

5 

Majur-Gen.a 
Colonel . . 
Captains . . 
Lieutenants. 

0 

1 

4 

1* 

a 

1 ^ 

0 

0 

0 

1 


1 

^\T 

1 

4937* 

122 

369 

70 

561 


t Of these, 467 Veto detached to the T9te d» FlandrOf and Z fortp* loaving 4470 for the citadel- 

- y " — 
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SIEGE OF ANTWERP IN 1832. 

No. 8.— ‘PaiSOT^BRS SUBHBNDEBBD BV CAPITULATION, 
(Exclucive of 300 Wounded.) 

Citadel, Rank and File . . • 3926 including 129 Officer!* 

Forts 467 

CrewB of Gun-Boats, &c. • . » 352 

Total • • 4745 marched into France. 


No. 9.— Killed and Wounded — Besikoinq Army. 



Killed. 1 

Wounded. | 

Total 

Officers. 

1 

Wounded. 

Infantry . . 
Artillery . • 
Engineers . 

75 

18 

15 

636 

31 

28 

711 

49 

43 

Lieut.-Geii. . 
Lieut.-Cols. . 
Majors . . . 
Captains . . 
Lieutenants . 

0 

0 

1 

5 

3 

1 

2 

0 

7 

6 

108 

605 

803* 

• Of these 108 belonged to Seboa- 
iiani’a and Achuiu’s divisions. 

9 

18 



LIST OF BATTERIES 

FoRMINO the Defensive and Offensive Means of the City of Antnbri', 

24th Dec. 1832. 


, ^ 

Guns. 

Mortars. 

"3— 

1 

% 

W 

Batteries. 






4 








.d 



No. 


No. 

^ * 

No. 

In Montebello 


24 


- 

3 

Right flank of counter-guard [2] . . 

2 

48 

..1.. 



Extreme left of bastion of esplanade . 

2 

48 



- 

Left flank of bastion [2] 

4 

36 


- ■ 

- ■ ^ 

Terre-plein of do 



B 

6 

12 

- 

Malines’ Gate . 

... 


7 

8 



Right flank bastion to the left of gate. 

4 


6 

10 

mm 

Kavelin dq 

2 


5 

12 

M— 

Fort Carndt • 



ul 

12 

- 

Counter-guard of bastion [3] . . , . 



mm 

12 

- - 

Quay de I'Escaut . 

6 

36 




Porte de I'Escaut 

4 

36 

2 

8 

- 

Quai Planteii . 4 . 

4 

48 



Werf Battery, •» 

8 

36 

8 

iri 

ipHi 

Quay Ortelius 

■a 

24 



- 

Left of Locks • . . 

4 

24 

4 

^ 8 

MM 

Right of do 

6 

24 



. 

Battery of St. Lrurent 



6 

ETl 

IBM’ 

p In^eriale 

„ de rEscapt . 

6 

10 

36 

36 

4 

12 


„ ties Anguiles 

22 

48 

2 


’^9 

„ Tickem. 

8 

48 

M.. 



„ Bonnet de Pretre 

20 

36 


MM 

■ 

„ Fort du Nord • 

38 

0 

4 

12 

— 

* 

g 


5 


3 


^ XlideMndeiit of these, thcro were about 140 pieces of cannon mounted in the Intrenched Oemn 
BanMiSM, end other points not bearing directly on the citadel or forts. 


. r 
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MEMOIR OF THE SERVICES OF AOMIRAL LORD VISCOUNT 

EXMOUtHi a»C.B., VICE-ADMIRAL OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

The Royal Navy of Enpjland has just been deprived of perhaps its ablest 
seaman, by the death of this distinguished oiRcer, who, full of years and 
honours, expired on the 23d of J anuary, at his house at Teignmouth, in the 
76 th year of his age. 

Like many others of our most celebrated commanders, Lord Exitft.llth was 
the architect of his own fortune. Born to no inheritance, he, with God's 
blessing, raised himself to great and well-merited reputation by the steady 
application of all his powers to the duties of his profession, suppOTted by that 
undaunted and indefatigable spirit which carried him triumphantly through 
every service of difficulty or danger in which he was engaged. 

Edward, second son of Samuel Pellew and Constance his wife, was bom 
19 th April, 1757, at Dover, where his fatl^er then commanded the govern- 
ment packet-boat. At his death, in 1765, the young sailor was deprived of 
his natural patron, and had to struggle against those difficulties in attaining 
a nautical education which are now removed by a liberal public provision for 
such as are destined for the King’s service. At the age of thirteen he began 
his career at sea in the Juno frigate, commanded by Capt. Stott, with whom 
he sailed to the Falkland Islands, and afterwards accompanied him in the 
Alarm to the Mediterranean. At the opening of the war with the American 
colonies, he became midshipman ef the Blonde frigate, with Capt. Pownoll 5 
and was detached, in Feb. 1776, to serve under the late able and intelligent 
Admiral Schank (then a lieutenant), to take part m the struggle for naval 
supremacy on Lake Champlain. During this arduous service they cut down 
trees from the neighbouring forests, and in a few weeks converted them into 
vessels of war, with which they succeeded in driving the force under General 
Arnold from the lake ; and in giving this effectual support to the British 
army, Mr. Pellew gained great credit from his admiral, whose testimony 
deserves to be recorded : — 

** H. M. S. Eagle, New York, 20th Dec. 1776, 

“ Sir, — The account I have received of your gallant behaviour from Capt. 
Charles Douglas, in the different actions upon Lake Champlain, gives me 
much satisfaction, and I shall receive pleasure in gmftg you a lieutenant’s 
commission when you may reach New York. 

(Signed) “ Howe.’* 

“ To Mr. Edward Pellew, 

Commanding the Carleton schooner. Lake Champlain.'' 

With this rank of acting lieutenant, which could not be conflrrtied till he 
returned to England, ho continued to co-operate with the army under 
General Burgoyne, and shared in all the toils and dangers of*thc disastrous 
campaign of 1777. A letter from that general may properly be inserted here, 
to show the high sense which was*entertained of his services — 

^ “ Camp at Saratoga, 14th Oct. 1777. 

“ Dear Sir, — It was with infinite pleasure* General Pliillips and myself, 
observed the gallantry and address with which you (inducted your attack 
on the provision-vessel in the hands of the enemy. The gallantly of your 
little party was deserving of the success which attended it, aijd I sendtyou 
my sincere thanks, together with those of the whole army, for the important 
service you have rendered them on this occasion. 

(Signed) J OHN BurgoynR." 

Lieut. Edward Pellew', Royal Navy.” , 

The ^clat of this little exploit was speedily merged in the unfortunate 
issue of the battle* of Saratoga, and the subs^uent surrender of the whole 
British force tob the American army under General Gates. Soon after the 
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convention was signed, Mr. Pellcw, being released on his parole, returned to 
England, bearing a letter from Sir Guy Carleton, expressing such high com- 
mendation “ of his gallantry and merit during two severe campaigns/* that 
on his arrival he was immediately confirmed in his rank of lieutenant. 

After some intermediate service, he was appointed first lieutenant of the 
Apollo frigate under his old commander, Capt.jPownoll, who, in the spring 
of 1780, while closely engaged ^?ith an enemy’s ship of equal force, fell mor- 
tally wounded, and shortly expired in the arms of his attached friend and 
follower.^ His last words were, “ Pellew, don’t give his Majesty's ship away.” 
Nor were they uttered in vain ; for immediately assuming the command, he 
continued the action with such determined resolution, that his opponent lied 
from the contest, and, having gained the neutral anchorage of Ostend, thus 
disappointed him of his prize. This gallant service was promptly rewarded 
by the following letter from the Admiralty : — 

“ Admiralty-Office, 18th June, 1780. 

“ Sir, — After most sincerely condoling with you on the loss of your much 
lamented patron and friend, Capt. Pownoll, whose bravery and services have 
done so much honour to himself and country, I will not delay informing- you, 
that I mean to give you immediate promotiou, as a reward for your gallant 
and officer-like conduct. 

(Signed) • Sandwich,’* 

" Lieut. Edward Pellew, 

H. M. S. Apollo, Sheerness.” 

Being appointed to command the Hazard sloop-of-war, ho was very 
actively employed in her till March, 1782, when he removed to the Pelican, 
in which ho shortly after attained the rank of post-captain, by the spirited 
services mentioned in the following letter’: — 

** Admiralty-Office, 25tli May, 1782, 

** Sir, — I am so well pleased with the accoifnts I Ivavc received of your 
gallant and scanianlike conduct in the sloop you command, in your spirited 
attack on three privateers inside the Isle of Bass, and your success in driving 
them all on shore, that I am induced to bestow on you the rank of a post- 
captain in the service to which your universal good character and conduct do 
credit; and for this purpose 1 have named you to the command of the 
Suffolk. 

(Signed) Keppel.” 

“ To Capt. Edward Pellew, 

H. M. S. Pelican, Plymouth.” 

The cessation of hostilities having restored him and others of his gallant 
comrades to the more peaceful occupations of home, he remained on shore 
until’'1786, when he proceeded, in command of the Winchelsea frigate, to 
Newfoundland, and remained on that station till 1789. In the following 
year ho was appointed to the Salisbury, bearing the flag of Admiral Mil- 
banke ; and was at length paid off in December, 1791. 

At the commencement of the war of the French Revolution, CJapt. Pellew 
was among the first officers yvho weVe caUed into active service, being ap- 
pointed, on the 11th Jan. 1793, to command LaNyHiphc frigate of 36 guns. 
Being by deseeqt a Cornishman, his popularity in the neighbourhood of 
Fali^iouth, where he resided, enabled him to man his ship principally with 
miners, qnd plit to sea with his usual activity ; but he had no opportunity of 
proving their spirit until the summer of that year, when, having prevailed 
on his brother to accompany him as a volunteer, he sailed from Falmouth 
on the evening of th6 17th June, and before the day closed, when off the 
Start, they descried a large ves'.sel, to wh'ich they gave chase, and followed 
her though the night. At day-break next morning she appeared a^in 
atimding towards them; and on her approach proved p be the French 
ft%ate La CL^opatre, of eqtial fbioe, and both piurtiea b&ig eager^ te thn 
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contest, the action began at close quarters with great fury. The gallant 
French captain was cheering on his crew to board his opponent, when he 
was shot dead before them, by which they were so disheartened that his 
Second vainly endeavoured to rally them, and Captain Pellew, seizing the 
advantage, ordered his men to board La Cl^opatre, which was carried after a 
short struggle. He proceeied with his prize directly to Portsmouth, and 
was receive^ with acclamations on entering the harbour, this being the first 
important capture made since the declaration of hostilities. As su^ it was 
distinguished by peculiar reward ; Capt. Pellew, on being present^ to the 
King, received the honour of knighthood, and he had the ftirther satisfaction 
of seeing his brother advanced to the rank of post-captain for his voluntary 
services in the action. 

Sir Edward was now removed to the command of the Arethusa, of 44 guns, 
and employed in co-operating with th® French loyalist troops upon their 
unfortunate enterprise on the coast of France. In the following year (1 794), 
while serving with a squadron of frigates under Sir John Warren, he shared 
in the honour of taking the Flora, Poinonc, and Babet, and the destruction 
of another frigate. La Felicity, with several smaller vessels of war. Sir 
Edward was directed to set fire to some of these, wliicli were driven on the 
French coast ; but finding them filled with wounded men, incapable of being 
moved, his benevolent spirit revolted at their destruction, and he preferred to 
abandon the ships rather than debar these poor fellows from the relief atforded 
them ill their extremity by their country men on shore. Not long after this, the 
western squadron of frigates, now Tinder his command, captured La Rdvolu- 
tionnaire, of 44 guns ; and in the year 1 795 he had the further fortune to make 
prize of a large convoy of fifteen of the enemy's vessels. 

But justly as his conduct in command was entitled to distinction, nothing 
gained him more deserved honour than that union of prompt resolution with 
constitutional philanthropy which personally endeared him to his followers. 
Twice already, when captain of the Winclielsea frigate, this heroic spirit had 
been signally displayed by his leaping from the deck, and thus saving two of 
his drowning sailors. A more conspicuous example of this noble feeling was 
shown on the 26th January, 1796, when, by his great personal exertions, ho 
preserved the crew and passengers of the Dutton transport, which, crowded 
with troops and their families proceeding on the expedition to the West Indies, 
was driven on the rocks under the citadel at Fly mouth. The writer of this 
slight memoir cannot refuse his readers the pleasure of seeing the hero's 
own modest account of this act of benevolence, contained in a. private letter 
which he received from him many years afterwards (1811), when com- 
mander-in-chief in the north seas. 

“ Why do you ask mo to relate the wreck of the Dutton ? Susan (Lady 
Exmouth) and I were driving to a dinner party at Plymouth, when wo saw 
crowds runiiiiig to the Hoe, and learning it was a w reck I left the carriage 
to take her on, and joined the crowd. I saw the loss of the wfiole five or six 
hundred was inevitable without somebody to direct them, for the last Officer 
was pulled on shore as I reached the surf. I urged their return, which was 
refused, upon wliich I made the roqe fas^ to myself, and was hauled through 
the surf on board, — established order, and did rfbt lea^e her until every soul • 
was saved but the boatswain, who would not go before Tne. I got safe, and 
so did he, and the ship went all to pieces ; but I was laid irt bed for a week 
by getting under the mainmast (which had fallen towraiTls the shere) ; andiny 
back was cured by Lord Spencer’s having convoyed to me by letter His 
Majesty's intention to dub mo baronet No more have 1 to say, except that 
I folt more pleasure in giving to a mother’s arms a dear little infant only 
three weeks old, than 1 ever felt iq my life,^ and both were saved. The 
struggle she had to entrust me with the bantling was a scene 1 cannot de- 
scribe ; — nor need you, And consequently, you will never let this be Viable.*' 

This injunction nas been scrupulously observed Until now that the seal of 
secrecy is removed by his death. It ib^due to the merits of a deserving offi« 
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cer, to supply one omission in this interesting letter. Soon after Sir Edward 
reached the wreck, a small boat belonging to an Irish brig got alongside, 
with two persons who greatly assisted him in this work of benevolence. One 
of these young men was the mate, whom Captain Pellew on the following 
day received into his oivn ship, the Indefatigable, and thenceforward became 
his steady friend and patron. It is almost unnecessary to add, that this 
officer is now Captain Coghlan, R. N. 

Sir Ei^^vard being now commodore of the western squadron, they had the 
good fortune to capture L’Unite frigate on the 1 3th of April, and a week after- 
wards fell in with La Virginie of 44 guns, commanded by the gallant Captain 
Bergerct, who after a chase of fifteen hours, and a very able resistance to the 
heavy fire of the Indefatigable, struck his colours on the approach of two 
other frigates of Sir Edward’s squadron. 

On tho 13th of January, 1797, the Indefatigable, in company with the 
.Amazon, fell in with, and chased Les Droits de l’ Homme of 74 guns, hav- 
ing 1500 soldiers and seamen on board, on her retreat from the disastrous 
expedition to Bantry Bay. It blew a hard gale, with a heavy sea. The 
Indefatigable, being the fastest sailer, got first into action ; but the French- 
man’s topmasts being carried away soon after, the Amazon came up to take 
her share in the contest, which lasted through the whole night ; the French 
ship was unable to keep open her lower-deck ports owing to the heavy sea ; 
and even on board the English frigates, the men fought the main-deck guns 
often up to the waist in water. All the ships were much crippled in masts 
and rigging ; Les Droits de THomme lo^t her mizen-mast ; and having ex- 
pended nearly all her shot, latterly returned the fire of her opponents with 
shells, still making a formidable resistance, though steadily pursuing her 
course for Brest. At length the moon .breaking through the clouds about 
half-past four in the morning, Lieut. Bell, first of the Indefatigable, descried 
the land within two miles distance, and presently after breakers were seen 
right a-head. The two frigates at this time were on either side the bows of 
their enemy, and instantly wore on opiiositc tacks. The Indefatigable pro- 
videntially succeeded, by very skilful seamanship, in weathering the Pen- 
marks, and had hardly passed that dangerous reef, when they saw their 
gallant o])ponent on her broadside, and the sea beating furiously over her. 
Sir Edward got safe to Plymouth, and soon after had the mortification to 
learn that the Amazon was also stranded in the Bay of Aiidieme, but that 
Captain Reynolds and his brave crew, though prisoners, were providentially 
saved. The fate of Les Droits de THomme was truly deplorable. Such 
was the fury of the gale, that only a few of her men got to land on the day 
the ship struck* the rest being drowned in the attempt, or dying of famine 
and fetigue during the five days of their protracted sufferings, when at length 
tho wind and sea moderated, and the small number who remained alive were 
taken off on rafts from the wreck. 

In the following year the success of the Indefatigable and the western 
squadron was remarkably shown by the capture of fifteen of the enemy’s 
cruizers. In 1799 Sir Edward Pellew removed into L'lmp^tueux of 74 guns, 
and served in the Channel licet, *and subsequently Qo-operated with the 
■ second ill-fated expedition ‘of the French royalists, in the Morbihan, and 
afterwards, as commodore of a division of line-of-battle ships, blockaded the 
French squadron at Rochefort. In 1801 he received the honorary rank of 
colfinel of marines, and in the year following he was returned to Parliament 
as representative for Barnstaple. 

The short and feverish peace that now followed afforded but a transient 
respite to the services of our naval officers. On the resumption of hostilities 
Sir Edward was appointed to,X^ Tonnpt, of 80 guns, and hoisted a btoad 
^ndant in command of five sail of the line, with which he blockaded the 
French force at Ferrol. Being soon alter advanced to the rank of Rear- 
Adnural of the Blue, he rcceiv^ the chief command in tlSe East Indies, and, 
hoisting his flag in His Majesty's ship CuUoden, of 74 gtms, proceeded to 
that station on the 10th of July,aC04. 
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Tb^ reduced state of the French marine at the Isle of France presented 
no hope of any general action, although the activity of their frigates and 
inferior cruisers gave constant occupation to Sir Edward’s squadron. In 
February, 1805, Captain Lambert, in H. M. S. St. Fiorenzo, fell in with and 
captured off Vizagapatam, after a very hard-fought action. La Psyche, pf 
32 guns, commanded by the Admiral’s former antagonist, Captain Bergeret, 
who did not surrender until half his officers and men were l^ed and wounded. 
We were at the Admiral’s side when his gallant prisoner was presented to 
him on the Culloden’s quarter-deck. They embraced with lively f^blings of 
sympathy ; and the manly tears then shed found an honest welcome in every 
heart which witnessed the interview. Three years after, the St. Fiorenzo 
had the good fortune to capture another French frigate, La Piemontaise, of 
46 guns, off Ceylon. The chase continued, with a running fight at intervals, 
for three successive days, when she was at length brought to close action ; 
hut Captain Hardingc (who now commanded her, and had, on a former ser- 
vice, gained much distinction) was killeikut the second broadside ; and aftef 
a very bloody contest the ^'iclory was won by bis brave first Lieutenant Wil- 
liam Dawson. 

These and several privateers were the captures made from the French in 
India. The Dutch, then under their dominion, were more unfortunate. Sir 
Edward, with part of his squadron, destroyed their men-of-warat Batavia, and 
subsequently sailed up to Griessee, on the east of Java, with (he same object. 
On his approach, the commodore of the Dutch ships (a wretched American) 
lied from ms duty, and thus deserted, the governor gladly compounded for the 
safety of the town by surrendering two line-of-battlc ships and an old frigate 
which lay dismantled and aground ; and these being set on fire, Sir Edward 
returned to Madras. The conquest of the Danish settlements in the East 
was among the last of his successes on that station. In February, 1809, he 
set sail for England, having under charge a valuable convoy of Indiamen. 
OflT the Isle of France they encountered a violent hurricane, in which four of 
(he richest ships foundered with all on board, and the flag-sliip had well nigh 
suffered the same fate, had not God’s blessing rested on the great exertions 
of the Admiral and his line crew, which carried them safe through the gale, 
and enabled them to reach England with the surviving ships, just five years 
from the date of his departure. 

Sir Edward had by this time attained the rank of. Vice- Admiral ; and a 
few months afterwards ho was recalled into active service as commander-in- 
chief of the fleet then blockading the Scheldt, and hoisted his Hug on board 
the Christian the Seventh, of 80 guns. While intent on watching the move- 
ments of the French fleet at Flushing, many anxious months passed, without 
gratifying his very sanguine hopes of a battle, until the spring, when the 
Admiral was appointed to the more important and interesting command of 
the Mediterranean fleet, and hoisting his flag in the Caledonia of 120 guns, 
proceeded to relieve Sir Chas, Cotton on that station. The various successes 
achieved by the ships under his coinmand throughout the Mediterranean are 
recorded elsewhere. But the gre*at wish of his heart was a general action. 
Twice, indeed, the Caledonia, with a p^rt of his squadron, had a partial en- 
gagement with the rear of the French fleet, while exercising off Toulon, whicli 
served but to whet his appetite for a decisive battle. How long and cai*- 
nestly Sir Edward maintained tlie blockade oT the enemy superior force at 
that port, unoonscious that their imperious master had forbidden them to 
attack him— how well he provided for the perfect equipmenf and supply of 
his own fleet, which was necessarily employed at very distant points through- 
out that extensive station, every officer employed in his high disciplined 
can bear ample testimony. But less generally known to those under 
his command was the anxious and* incessant occupation of his mind in up- 
holding the patriot cause on the eastern coast of Spain, and co-operating with 
the British forcesw employed in that quarter, while at the same time he was 
en^ged in measures for reviving the loyal spirit of the southern provinces 
of loanee in favour of their rightful|^ve|eign> and in endeavouring to detach 
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the Italian states from their alliance with Napoleon. At length the progress 
of events once more united the great powers of Europe, which, in the course' 
of the war, hod successively yielded to the rule of the usurper ; and while Sir 
Edward was preparing for the immediate attack of Genoa and Leghorn, ho 
received the unexpected intelligence that the French emperor was already a 
fugitive from his capital ; and shortly after that^he had been embarked as a 
passenger on board one^ of the Admiral's own fngates, on his way to Elba. 
Gtenoa meanwhile was invested by the British forces from Sicily, under Lord 
William ^cntinck, supported by Sir Edward Fellow, with a considerable 
portion of his line-of-battle ships ; but the siege had scarcely commenced, 
when on the second day the French commandant proposed terms of capitu- 
lation ; and a few days after, the joyous tidings of the treaty of Paris restored 
our soldiers and sailors to their own shores, this being the last exploit of that 
eventful war. 

To mark ‘the high approval of the Admiral's general conduct which was 
entertained by his so\orcign, ho >yaa soon after raised to the peerage by the 
title of Baron Exmouth of Canonteign, with the usual pension of 20001. per 
annum. Upon his return to England his lordship was further honoured 
with the ribbon of the Bath, and a year after, he received the Grand Cross of 
the same order. 

On the escape of Napoleon from Elba (which all foresaw from the moment 
the Allied Powers appointed that island for his residence), a squadron was 
hastily despatched to the Mediterranean under the command of Lord Ex- 
mouth, who proceeded thither in his Majesty’s ship Boyne, of 98 guns, 
and placing himself immediately in communication with the Bourbon inte- 
rests in the south of France, and with the Austrian general in Italy, 
effectually prevented any hostile movement of the French Heet At Toulon, and 
mainly contributed to the restoration of the legitimate sovereign of Naples. 
The decisive battle of Waterloo at length extinguished every hope of the 
fallen Napoleon, and peace was once more restored to Europe. Early in 
1816 the British government had directed Lord Exmouth to proceed to the 
several states of Barbary, and insist upon the liberation of all Christian slaves 
who were subjects of our allies. The negociation was managed with much 
address, and when conciliation failed, he placed his ships with such judgment, 
to enforce compliance, as to obtain an unreserved engagement to comply 
with the terms of his proposition. This being acxjomplished, the Admiral 
set sail for England, but had scarcely been welcomed to his own home, when 
tidings were received that the Barbary powers had violated all their engage- 
ments almost as soon as the British squadron had quitted the Mediterranean; 
and that the whole object of his negociation must now be carried by force of 
arras. For this purple, another expedition w/is equipped without delay. Lord 
Exmouth hoisted his lla^ on board the Queen Charlotte, and proceeded to 
Gibraltar, where he was joined by the Dutch Admiral Capellen, with five 
frigates, and thence {jailed direct for Algiers. Negociation was now vain. 
The gallant admiral anchored close to the heaviest batteries off the Mole, 
and was so ably seconded by all his ships in bombarding the works, that on 
a renewal of the tenns, the Dcy yielded all the points ho. had previously re- 
sisted. Every Christian slave-was delivered up to the Admiral, together with 
the wftole of the plunder whic\) had been brought in by his corsairs during 
the preceding year ; and the other Barbary States immediately followed the 
exathple. , This highly«important service secured to his lordship the distin- 
guished approbation of hi.s Sovereign, by whom he was advanced to the 
dignity of Viscount, on the 21st September, 1816. The several Powers 
whose subjects had been thus set free by this brilliant achievement, acknow- 
ledged the obligation by sending him^ their several insignia of knighthood ; 
and he received the still more fiattering' testimonial of the thanks of both 
Houses of Parliament. Even these honours were hardly more acceptable to 
a heart like his, than the spontaneous gratitude of 1200 Christians, whom ho 
had thus delivered from bondage. ^ 

In the year 1817, the chief comwnd at Plymouth waa conferred on his 
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liOidahip, for the uaual period of three years ; at the oonclu9iQ!i oi wirieh he 
finally retired from the active duties of his profession ; and, except when at- 
tending his more important functions in the House of Lords, he passed the 
remainder of his days at his beautiful retreat at Teignmouth. Therei white eit-' 
joying repose in the bosom of his own family, he looked back on the chequered 
scene of his former services, with unmingled gratitude for all the dangers hO 
had escaped,— -all the merefos he had experienced,— and all the blessings be 
enjoyed. Retired from the i^trife and vanity of the world, bis thoughts were 
raised with increaring fervour to Him who had guarded hte head il? the day 
of battle, and hod l^ him safely through the hazards of the pathless sea. 
No longer harassed by the cares and responsibility of public service, Religum, 
which he had always held in reverence, now struck deeper root in his heart, 
and nothing was more gratifying to the contemplation of his family and his 
most attached friends, than the Christian serenity which shed its best 
blessings on bis latter days. * 

From the foregoing hasty and imjierfect sketch of Lord Exmouth ? active 
life, the principal features of his character may be readily traced. His 
talents, tlwugli peculiarly devoted to his profession, were distinguished by 
quick perception and prompt judgment, which, notwithstanding the delects 
of early education, were displaced, whether in spet'ch or writing, with'a native 
force and eloquence highly characteristic, and wholly exempt from all tinc- 
ture of affectation. The warmth of his heart shone forth in all his conduct ; 
and, if sometimes its excess affected his temper, the ebullition was soon over, 
and rai'cly survived the occasion which produced it. It should be remem- 
bered, that when he first entered the royal navy, a severity of discipline, and 
u coai-hcncss of language and deportment prevailed among sea-oliicers, even 
of the highest rank, which is now almost (wo wish we could say altogether) 
banished from the profession. N6 commander more cordially encouraged 
tlio growth of this better spirit among his followers than did Lord Exmouth, 
His steady patronage of thoi^e who depended solely on him for promotion, 
though often prejudicial to himself, was highly creditable to his heart, if not 
always reward€>d with success. When such failures occurred, he would 
sometimes say, ** If I desert them, nobody else will take them up,” — and in 
thus yielding to a bene\olcnt feeling, he thereby lost much of the advantage 
of worldly policy, which seeks its own interest by the dextenms distribution 
of prefennent. The selfish principle inherent in every -human breast seems 
to have been early subdued in this generous man. Few parents are disposed 
to relinquish their possessions while living, but Lord Exmoiith, as his 
children successively married, gave each so liberal a portion, that his fortune 
must have been greatly reduced many years before his decease. In this 
generous conduct he had the example of the illustrious Newton, who, when 
his friends remonstrated vpon his^givingaway most of his possessions, calmly 
replied, “ If I defer it till my death, they will not be mine to give.” 

As a commaudor-in-chief, Lord Kxmouth kept a very hospitable though 
unostentatiojLis table, from which a liberal portion \^as daily set apart for the 
sick, whom he visited with constant and unaffected kindness. His reception 
of his guests was peculiarly frank and C 9 rdial, and while in all essentials he 
did the honours of reception with the true feelings of an English gentleman, . 
there was a sufficient remnant of the blunt seaman ofd;he old school t#give 
a characteristic naivete to his general deportme*nt. » 

Tlie writer of this article was a near observgrof Lord Exmoulh’s charaietcr 
for the space of ten years, during which he had abundant opportunities of 
marking his conduct under every variety of circumstances and situation, and 
while ho gladly avails himself of this occasion to expross the grateful 
attachment to him which was ^nerated by that long and intimate association, 
he can truly say that the quwities the Afimiral's head and heart never 
appeared to such advantage as when placed under the most tryiAg and di& 
ficult emergencies^ At such tiroes his mind appeared at once to expand in 
proportion to^the demand upon its powers. His manly aspect, Ids cool, col- 
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lected mannet, and encouraging expressions, spread a magic effect among 
his officers and men, who, while they obeyed him with z^lous promptitude* 
looked up to him with unreserved confidence in his skill and intrepidity. 
Twice when^the Culloden (which bore his flag) was on fire, we witnes^d his 
remarkable self-possession. He quietly assumed the direction, and allayed 
the sudden panic which this terrible disaster too often spreads among the 
crew. The same culm determination was equally conspicuous amidst the 
fury of the hurricane or the thunder of the broadside. All who have had the 
advantage of beholding the conduct of our lamented chief will cordially 
acknowledge that, on such occasions, Lord Exmouth had no superior. 

But the consciousness of this rare constitution of mind excited no vain 
glory to taint the natural simplicity of his character. As he gradually 
descended into the ^'ale of years, Religion became the habitual guide and 
consolation of his life ; and as he approached his end, no man more clearly 
saw the miserable error of those who, in their last hour, strive to hush the 
warnings of a long-neglected conscience by what is called “ the retrospect of 
a well-spent life." More than one conspicuous example of this fatal mistake 
has been held up to the admiration of our naval officers, but* none has 
been more injurious to their religious principles. The hope of a true 
Christian, whether in life or death, is founded not on his own merits, 
but in his Redeemer’s atonement. Happily Lord Exmouth well knew the 
defects of his own heart, and rejected all self-righteousness ; and his family 
and friends have now the satisfaction of his own dying testimony, that all his 
hopes were founded on a rock, “ and that<rock was Christ." 

R. H. G., 18th Feb. 1833. E. 11. L. 


A TRIBUTE OF AFFECTION AND RESPECT TO THE MEMORY OF ADMIRAL 
VISCOUNT KXMOUTH, &C. 

By an Officer of high rank who served witfthis Lo7dship at Algiers, 

A mighty chief has sunk to holy rest, , 

A chief amongst the bravest and the best ; 
l^eep-rooted sorrow speaks from shore to sliore, 

And Britain mourns her Exmouth now no more 
If intrepidity of hand and heart 
In British seaman ever formed a part, 

With skill to guide, or manly soul to dare, 

None, none could boast a greater, nobler share ! 

his the raging elements to brave, 

O'er rocks stretcli forth the ready hand to save. 

And snatch despairing hundreds from the grave. 

The bright achievements of his anluous race 
Cold, lifeless marble can but faintly trace ; 

While modesty, humanity, and zeal, 

A life devoted to his country'^ weal. 

Religion, charity, a fruitful mind. 

At once declared^him o£"the noblest kind. 

Such wa^ this matchless seaman’s proud career, 

Showing the course for Britain's sons to steer, 

Ana, like that chief, a life of glory end. 

The pious Christian, tender fatW, friend. 

Throngs flocked around his unpretending bier, 

While fond affection poured the honest tear. 

Peace to his manes, in thejr last abode. 

Surrendered through his Saviour to his God I 
Jan. 31, 1333. 
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fobkiom miscellany. 

UONt^LY AITBOSPBCT OP USHOSABIUA.. 

4th MflKFchy 1 590. — ^The only quarter of the United Provinces into which 
the Prince of Parma, as governor of the Spanish Low Countries, had not, at 
this time, 'carried his victorious arms, was the provinces of Holland and 
Seeland ; but he wrote to ^he Spanish monarch, “ We have devised a curb 
for both ; for Seeland, by tl e capture of Sluys and Gertruidenberg, and for 
Holland, inasmuch as we ate at her gates and threaten her from l^is-le- 
Duc and Breda.” The affairs of the in&nt commonwealth wereVeduced to 
^so critical a condition as this, when Providence, as if taking the cause of civil 
and religious liberty into his especial favour, raised up a champion to its 
rescue. Count Maurice, though scarcely three and twenty years ^f age, 
inherited from his father, William of Orange, the founder of the Batavian 
republic, and from his mother, the daughter of that Maurice who established 
religious liberty in Germany by the peace of Passau, the wisdom and pru- 
dence of the one and the science and heroism of the other. As general- 
issimo of the Dutch forces and stadtholder of Holland and Seeland, it de- 
volved upon him to open and conduct the campaign of 1590. The first blow 
which he struck was aimed at the fortress of Breda; and with this view, he 
called in to his aid one Heraeigiere, a Dutch colonel, and Admiral Van 
Bergen, the master of a turf- vessel, who was freely admitted into the place 
by the Spaniards for the sake of his supply of fuel. Heraeigiere and seventy 
cnosen followers concealed themselves beneath the turf. An easterly wind, 
however, first retarded their progoess, and then brought a frost with it ; tlie 
incarcerated band of heroes conscftucntly suffered horribly from cold, hunger, 
and confined quarters, independent of a leak in the vessel's bottom ; yet their 
courage was more than proof against these aggravated evils. In the mean- 
while, the Spaniards themselves came forward to extricate the ship, and 
dragged her through the frozen ice to the very walls of the fortress. At 
tliis critical moment, one of the seventy was attacked with incessant fits of 
coughing. The brave fellow insisted that his companions should put an end 
to his existence, in order that their own might not be 'endangered ; but from 
this extremity they were happily extricated by a device of the master, who 
set his men to working and hallooing away at the pumps without intermis- 
sion. The vessel having been half unladen, he gave his crew a respite from 
labour until the next morning, under pretence that they were wearied : and 
the gallant seventy, taking advantage of the shadow of night, made good 
their footing in the fortress. In a twinkling every sentry-box was cleared 
of its guard. By break of day the town heard the foeman shouting above 
their heads. The coup-de-raain was effected during the aVsence of Lanza- 
vecchia, the commandant, to whom Parma previously had reason to re- 
pent of intrusting two other fortresses ; and before he could be apprized of 
it, Maurice had thrown himself into the citadel with his troops. The garri- 
son having taken to their heels, tlie town surrendered, and wwe well content 
to*bc mulcted two months’ pay to^the Count’s men as an exemption firom 
plunder. The story of the “ Turf -Boat of Breda" has to this day retained 
its olden popularity amongst the commojv people in Holland. 

30th March, 181 4. — The allied armies, rapidly advancing upon the French 
metropolis, came within sight of the golden cupola of* the “ InvalideOj?’ be- 
fore the last splendour of the setting sun hacl died away, en the evening of 
the 29th. In vain was Napoleon hurrying the remnant pf his gallant, 
fbrees, by forced marches, from Doulevent to Troyes. On tliat veiw day the 
Imperial Guard had covered a distance of six and thirty miles, ana cotiriers 
liew before them to raise the drooping spirits of the Pansians with the tidings 
of their sovereign's approach. After a few hours’ halt, Napoleon, early in 
the forenoon of the 30th, advance with Ms troops to Villeneuve on the 
Vannes; at this place he threw himself into alight postohaise, hastened 
forward with the rapidity of lightning, and reaching Fromenteau, a distance 
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of ten or eleven miles tcm the oapital, at tin in tba evening, was on the eve 
of making his way into it, when ne was^ met bv the apnaWg intelligence, 
that Paris was on the .point of capitulating to the Alliea Armies, who were 
^ make their 4ntiy into it on the ensuing morning. The earliest daWti of 
evehj^Vday was the signal for the commencement of the •• Battle Of 
Parisi.*’ handful of troops under Mortier and Marmotlt, even strength- 
ened as they were by the depots of several corpS| the pupils of the Polytech* 
nic, and ten thousand National Guards, mustered scarcely thirty thousand 
ihen; ye^ they maintained their position in Ihe villages of Pantin and 
Romainville with signal bravery until noon. By this time, however, the 
combinations of the Allies were m Ihll course of development. Bliicher took 
charge of the attack on the left wing, stormed Montmartre, and drove Marmont 
back to the barriere of Belleville, whilst the Crown Prince of Wurtembefg 
overthrew the right wing by the approach through Vincennes, and a division 
of Austrian grenadiers carried the biidge of Charenton by storm. Further 
resistance on the part of the French generals would have exposed Paris to 
irremediable ruin : an offer to capitulate was readily accepted, and the terms 
having been adjusted by two o’clock the next morning, at noon of Saturday 
the 31st, the conquerors took possession of a city, from which Europe had been 
deluged with impiety, bloodshed, and misery for the preceding twenty years. 
The Napoleon dynasty had ceased to reign ; and it was one of the first arts 
of the victorious sovereigns to pronoun<*e sentence upon them, by solemnly 
declaring, that no consideration should ever thereafter move them to treat 
either with Napoleon or any one of his family. 

HOLLAND. 

THE NAVY. 

According to an official enumeration, the number of ships of war, includ- 
ing fifteen which arc on the stocks, amounts to seventy-two, whereof two ate 
of 84, and five of 74 guns. This number is independent of a long list of 
gun-boats and other vessels, which the patriotism of individuals has placed 
at the disposal of the Dutch Government. 

Fort Lip/fienshoeck, or LxevenhoeK lies opposite to Fort Lillo, on the left 
hank of the Scheldt, and was constructed simultaneously with it in the year 
1584. In conjunction with Forts Frederick-Hendrick and the “ Cross- 
redoubt,” it is one of the dependencies of Fort Lillo. Its distance from Fort 
Perle is somewhat less than four miles, and from Antwerp rather more than 
eight. During the siege of Lillo and Lievenhock in 1584, the Marquis de 
Risbourg, after firing some tlirec hundred shot, attempted to carry the latter 
of these forts by storm, but was driven back with c^>nsiderable loss. He Was, 
however, more successful in the stratagem which he devised in a subsequent 
attempt ; tins consisted in setting fire to a large collection of combustible 
materials, the smoke of which being carried in the direction of the fort, com- 
nelled the besieged to abandon their pobts on the ramparts. In this Wjty, 
Lievenhoek fe^J into the hands of the Spaniards, who cut down every indS- 
vidual in it whom they found with arms in his hands. The fort was retaken 
by the insurgents in 1585 ; and the Duke of Parma ordered the command- 
ant's head to be*' struck off in consequence of his pusillanimous defonce. 
Siege was again laid to it, and a breach ejected ; but eyen this did not avail 
' aga^nat the bravery of the gfarrison, who at length compelled the Spaniards 
to abandon their operations. 

^ ^ BELGIUM. 

The budget of the 'kingdom, as laid before the Chambers On the 28th of 
January last, gives the subsequent items ot expenditure 

^ ^ Ordfnaryp Extrftor, _ _ Ordinary. Kxifket, 

Public Debt , jCI, 09^260 £31,500 Ddp.ofWsr . 1,000,000 08^60 

Dotations • . 125,540 „ Pinanee 441,040 24,^^ 

Dep. of Juiftice 221,400 Leopold Ordsr . 4,650 600 

» For. Affairs 29.800 6,000 Inddeuials . * '26,080 

^ fy the Navy, &c. 30,300 11,860 

„ 4he Interior 344,640 38,780 £3,320,^10 £149/l70 
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At tbe clos^ of the year 1832 the Saxon fbiceii o^naiated of 13,308 llieit 
and 1708 boraes, besides 656 non-combatants; w^etreda ib 181^, pretdoustjr 
to the incorporation of Lusatia and other districts with the Pmsstphi dominioD^ 
the numbers were 31,650 men and 6388 horses. Two years before the latter 
period the peace oxpendita e for the military department averaged 400,0{|p7.» 
but for the twelvemonth juii t elapsed it was not originally estimated at 
than 223,700/., inclusive of 31,260/. for half-pay, pensions, 8tc., and 675Q/, ^ 
a reserve fund. The contingent, which Saxony furnishes to the federal 
army, amounts to 12,000 men, and she is bound to maintain it in so efficient 
a state, that it may bo brought together and marched off to the q^aitem 
assigned to it within four weeks after the requisition has been received. 
Independently of this contingent, she is required to form a coms-de-re^erta 
of four thousand men, who are groduffily to join tho former. The army Ifat 
last year mustered 1 5 generals, (of whom there were three not of patrician, 
descent,) 19 colonels, and 51 lieutenant-colonels and majors, (23 of whom 
were not of noble blood,) 115 captains, and 294 lieutenants ; but of the laftqr 
400 there were but 136 who were not of the nobility. The total number Wa4 
494; in 1812 it was 1057. 

PRUSSIA. 

It is the custom, in most parts of Germany, for the nearest relatives to 
make a formal announcement, under their own hands, of births, mufiriages^ 
and deaths ; and this occasionally occurs, so far as deaths are concerned, ini 
the name of whole regiments. Two instances to the purpose follow one 
another in a Prussian newspaper of recent date, and one of them deserved 
to be recorded, both as a novelty to the British reader, and as doing equal 
honour to tho memory of the dcp«irted and the hearts of his surviving bre- 
thren-in-arms. It runs as follows : — 

“ On the 15th of this ino'ath died Charles Von Gilsa, major in the 3l6t 
regiment of Prussian infantry, knight of the Iron Cross, and of the Imperial 
Russian Orders of St. Anne and St. Vladimir, &c. &c. During a period of 
ser\ice, which extended to thirty years and nine months, our departed 
brother was present in the campaigns of 1809, 1813, 1814, and 1815. The 
honourable part which he took in these campaigns, and the unswertdng 
loyalty and integrity with which he discharged his duties, no less than the 
estimable qualities of his private character, acquired him, under every change 
in his military career, universal attachment and esteem. It is, therefore* 
with feelings of no common affliction, that we now deplore the premature 
deprivation of one, whose memory will ever remain encfcired to his brother 
omcere; and it is under the influence of such sentiments os these, that we 
make this intimation for the consolation of his numerous and distant feiends* 
— Erfurt, the 21st of January, 1833.” (Signed by tho corps of officers of the 
3 1 st regiment of Prussian infantry). • 

RUSSIA. 

THU ARMY. 

The length of service for soldiers of tho line is two and twenty years, aixd 
for those admitted into the guards two years less. Every soldier is conakL^ifed 
a free man, and is treated as such from the day 6f bis discharge. The 
whole amount of the Russian military has been variously estimated; by 
some at scarcely more than four hundmd thousand, ’and by others at ifearly 
one million of men. We have reason for believing, however, that the subMK 
quent details^ are better entitled to credit, than any which haveyetrbeea 
brought before the public. 

The levies ordered in 1827 and 1828 rai^d the army to 870,000 men, in- 
clusive of the reserve of 150,0 UO, formed under the Ukage of 1829, 

and the augmentations betweeh that period and 1830 would given it a 
strength of 1,020,1)00 ; but the combined effect ofdisetise, and the losses 
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experienced in the Turkish and Polish campaigns must have more than 
absorbed the amount of the levies raised since 1829. At all events, the 
effective strength of the Russian army in 1832, as derived from an authentic 


quarter, was as follows 

19 Diyitions Cavalry of four regimouts each, or iii all 76 reginieiits 

oflOOOmen • # 76,000 

35 Divisions of Infantry of six regiments each, or inniU 210 regiments of 

3000 men 630,000 

105 Batteries of Foot ArtJUry . • • 1280 cannon. 

38 Batter^s of Horn Artillery . . • 456 ditto. 

Number of cannon • . 1736 

Number of men enrolled in the Artillery^ Engmeertf and Baggage Tram 34,000 

740,000 

The abuses prevalent in the management 6f the army reduce, however, its 

eflective strength at least ten per cent., or 74,000 


666,000 

To this number must be added for Officers of all ranks 20,000 


Effective strength of the Russian Army 111 1 832 .... 686,000 


BIVOUAC IN THE CAUCASUS. 

Temir- Shan- Shura, 25th October -There is something out of the com- 
mon way m a bivouac under such a sky as this, in the depth of autumn. 
The troops he about in small masses at the feet of the Liliputun pyramids, 
they have formed with their fire-locks ; one is snoiing against his calf skin 
knapsack, another breaking his biscmt and steeping it in his leathern mug, 
some are just come in, laden with brushwov)d anil dried branches, and others 
are grouped round some jovial fellow, splitting their sides at his gibes and 
crotchets. The subs are breaking their fast with the ficld-ofiiceis, or busy 
gomg snacks with a hi other-sub, whose save-all is better lined than their owil. 
The Cossack has thrust his lance into the ground, and lies stretched out at 
full length on the verdant couch Parti coloured troops of Asiatic hoi semen 
are galloping backwards and forwards ; true to no law but that of perpetual 
motion ; whilst the jaded animals, who have dragged the baggage of the 
army to the appointed station, have been stripped of leathern bondage, and 
are greedily masticating the scant allowance of dried grass handed out to 
them. Those used to Easteruipampaigning will deem the tremendous line 
of baggage we drag after us no marvel , it drawls, and spreads, and stretches 
out into length interminable. The Tians-Caucasian legiiuents, in fact, are 
a migratory band, ^constantly moving from one region to another, and their 
entire goods and chattels, therefore, shift their quarters inseparably with 
them ; they never hide but m a hostile country, often, nay almost always, 
destitute, not merely of the conveniences, but the very necessaries of life, and 
on many occasions are compelled to transport even their fuel with them. The 
drums are beating to arms ; all is in motioi. , horses neighing and pnekmg 
their ears ; the drivers loading their vehicles afresh ; the artillerymen piling 
bundles of grass on their pieces ; the mencfalling into th?u lanks ; giuoms 
buckling their saddle-girths ; ‘'all around hum and bustle, even to the very 
cocks and hens, which %ave coRtracted military habits, and run off to their 
q^a]rtcrs» where the poor animals are made pnsoners with a string to one leg, 
and learn to ride and piiLctiso saltatory and equihbnal movements^ Again 
the drums are peahng ; we must break ground. ** Now, ipen, left shouldem 
forward ! March I " PankraUeff is at our head, and we are off to Erpilei,-^ 
Letter from a Rttssian Officer, 

The extract from a letter oif the suhjd^t of the RuBsian sailorsi inserted la 
car last number, Bhould have been dated fiom ** Revel.** 
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THB HISTOtlY OP THB COLDSTREAM GUARDS. 

Military bio^aphy at all times has been instructive, and late* 
from the general spread of education and information giving more means of 
description to the soldier,* highly agreeable and amusing. Tliis kind of 
Writing is most ut'^ful in furnishing the best materials for military histo^, 
and adds greatly tt ^he valu^* and authenticity of the more general annals or a 
country. These remarks ar& with reference to tha^general reader, but to^the 
professional man it is liighly important. If to offer example 4>e one of 
the advantages of history, nothing is more advantageous than the perusal 
of works showing the gradual advancement of the art of war, and of the 
economy and organization of its followers, particularly where principles are 
so completely obscured in the blind obedience and habit so speedily incul- 
cated in the soldier. Tliese, however requisite, often prevent inquiry and 
research ; and cause the officer, who sees all around proceed with calm regu- 
larity, to supinely join with the despairing lieutenant of the navy, who, in 
a joint military and naval expedition, finding himself in command of de- 
tachments of both sei^dces, and called upon to give to the former an order, 
expressed his wishes, though doubtless uncertain of the consequence, by an 
ad libitum command of “ doing as they used to do I” But when he advances to 
the higher grades, he will feel the disadvantage of not being aware on what 
foundations system' and regulation are based, and will find himself incom- 
petent to command, from ignorance of the origin of discipline and organiza- 
tion, and the steps through which* they have advanced to modern perfection. 
Military biography opens to him many details and examples, which are 
developed by being brought home to him hourly in his intercourse with his 
men, or in active operations against the enemy. For although none can bo 
so ready as oursehes to admit, that practical information far surpasses 
theory, we are nevertheless satisfied ever}^ man will be the better for illus-’ 
trating his own experience by the recorded conduct or the intelligent 
writings of others ; and hence, tracing the growth and development of the 
present organisation of our army is not less useful than the histoiy of a cam- 
paign ; and a connected history of one of our regiments, which has been in 
continued existence (thanks to Providence for our internal tranquillity) for 
nearly two centuries, highly valuable. A history of a regiment implies a 
vast extension of the word biography ; and a corps, offered under this aspect, 
is like the constitutional existence of our sovereign, who never dies ; while 
its possible disbandment may be compared t^Phe extinction of the dynasty^ 
both, we hope, equally distant, thou^i perhaps more dependent on each 
other than may be generally imagined. 

Colonel Mackinnon, with a rare spirit of research and esprit de carps, 
has given such a history to the world, in his fitting capacity of its colcmel, — 
a qualification not sufficient in itself, if he did not possess others of a higher 
nature, and which are proved in this invaluable and most uiteresting mili- 
tary book, 'vhich we fearlessly class with any yet comd from the press. The 
Coldstream Guards are, perhaps, %he most interesting regiment on record ; 
calling to our recollection many incidents in our history, from which wo 
might well take warning. Its bistory'is equj^Uy interesting to the soldier 
and politician, and carries with it a moral Ughly ^tisfactory to all well- 
disposed and reflecting minds. It is a menfbnto of the t^es when Eng- 
land was hurried by revolutionary faction, througl^ misery and blood* and 
regicide, to military despotism ; under which she groaned till the factions 
flame was wasted, and good sense and right feeling restored. 

Here is one of those regiments that domineered over these free lands, but 
stands expiated from offence by its active exertion in restoring order 
and the throne to its rightful master. For bod as was the reign of Charles, 
still the change to monarchy, under any circumstances, was a vast blessing ; 

— jj ' 

The Origin, and Services of the Cddstream Guards. By Colonel Madunnon. 
Dedicated, by permission, to His Majesl^ Two vols. 8vo. Bentley. 
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and we invite any seeptic on this point to compare England, under Crom- 
well, and the counties under the military rule of major-generals, with the 
regular government, after the year l(i60. Hero is the corps, once com- 
manded by him whom Charles so justly called his political father, who put 
an e^d to the misery of twenty years, and which, hut for the eJtistenco of 
^e Hwals (who were all but disbanded in Flanders) before the Restoration, 

the father of our present army. 

If we could find fault with Colonel Mackinnoi^, after the obligation, as a 
soldier, wc^ owo him, we should say a succinct histxwy of the personal de- 
fenders of sovereigns might have well preceded its history as a preface ; 
and wc axe prompted to fill up the vacuum, as acknowledging om* feeling 
to him, and as further illustrating his work “which wc delight tohonour.” 

All sovereigns, whether for state or security, htive been surrounded with 
guards, more or less organized. In the East, this was carried early to a 
great extent, as they well sxiited its cfcspotism, and may be considered, from 
their number, as the standing armies, particularly as the latter have not 
increased, and the national militia still, as from time immemorial, forming 
tho major part of the force around their standard in the held. Oriental 
authors give ton thousantl horse to the Syrian or Arabian conqueror of 
Western Asia, who preceded the Kikanian race, who so feebly defended 
themselves against the GI:ceks^ Hebrew soveVeigns of tribes had a 

mercenary guard of Pliilistinc archers ; offering an early oxamide of the 
eastern desire to employ foreigners, who, onl) attached to the king, and 
having no common feeling with his subjects, wore the sure fools and uistru- 
ments of his will and povviT. Under the once free gos ernment of the ancient 
Persians, the Greeks found a guard of ten thousand men, known to them as 
the Immortals. The Parthian feudal sovereigns, and their surena or \izicr, 
personally protected ; while the Sas^reniaus rc-ostahlishcd tlio ancient 
Corps of ten thousand, under its former appellation, It is impossible, at such 
^ mstance, to define their nature and establishment, hut, judging from 
' aitalogy, this powerful dynasty, so long the npposers of the Romans, dividetl 
them into bodies of armed domestics. For they wore not only avowedly 
Copied from them by their neighbouring European contemporary rivals, 
settled on tho site of ancient Byzantium, hut retained by other eastern 
dynasties, and continued, till of late, under tho same s\ stem at the court of 
tl^ Oipid-nli. The guards of the klialifswere nimierous, and in dislmct corps ; 
cgid not less than four thousand anned vqilers or porters, half black and half 
white slaves, were in coiistdjjk attendai^Q. Hiey consisted priucipallv of 
foreigners, of Negros, Ahyssinrans, Berbdfs^4ind Egyptians. In the tfnrd 
century of the H(;|gira, the khalif Moatazein so increased the northern Tartar 
slaves, that they ruled, for many years at Bagdad, the weak sovereigns, 
through their officers becoming the mairen tin puhiifi. 

The two dynasties of Mamalukes of Egypt owo their origin to the estab- 
lishment, mutiny, and usurpation of two corps of hotly guards. Saludin's 
successors sunk undef the “ Fluvial slaves,” so called from their bar- 

racks on an island in the river Nile ; and these ii^yain shared the same fate 
from a similar Circassian corps. All the petty dynasties that arose on the 
fall of the Khalifat rested their ho(ies a/id safety oh^ •Tartar slaves, who 
frere generally as many indeed of the foregoing, with maces, often 

of the precious metal|&. ITie ©sraanli iierfected the system of slave guards 
in selecting Christian children ; these they educated, making choice of the 
most able to dH the hig1ie|ft 'offices of the state; while the refuse filled the 
corps of porters, guardsmen, huntsmen, &c., all under military organisa- 
tion, and form^ with rest the corps of Janissaries and Sephoees, 
the more active and combative foot and horse guard. The Persians 
have evef*^ had Georgian guarda; and A^has the Great, at the commence- 
ment of the seventeenth century, had a guard of musketeers. At Pelhl, 
thn Mogul had nearly forty thousand men solely for the.guawl of his petaon 
and the capital ; and Russia, the connecting countiw cr Asia and Europe, 
and with reference to their M and to chronology, of ancient and modem 
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lystoiy, StteUts. 'Pteia emidst^ of fiurtf thousand men, and tmd baan 
raised by* Phuaret, father ox Czar Miohael Feodorowitz, to cmb the itohilitj^ 
end gF€»t men of the country; but, like the Turks of Bagdad, and the 
Janisskariea of Constantinople, tiurned tlieir arms and Iniluence into aspiring 
to power, and sometimes succeeded in giving away the crown. On the hrst 
greet Bun^ean connexions with tho Bast, Alexander created a guard, 
armed with silver shields, who were continued by the successors of his 
inembered tlionarohy. tn ^jitaly, the lictors were the civil serjeants-at-arms 
of the consuls ; while in caem a selection of the host and oldest troopii ever 
guarded tho Prrotorium. But this did not satisfy tho Romefti emperor, 
who, on making the legions permanent, created tho prmtonans, who be^ 
came as often the enemies as the fnends of the monarch. XHudesian 
borrowed, with tlie oriental com-t ceremonial, the whole system of guards 
from his antagonists, the Persians, whoso division into schools of armed do- 
mestics, illustrate and confirm the existence among the Sassaneans, of a 
similar establishment. 

When the Fluvial Defence of the Homan empire gave way to the 
northern barbarian, the free institutions created by the alodial tenure 
allowed but little guard to the western sovereigns, hut they were ever 
surrounded by Fidoles and Loudes, who wero alike their companions 
and safeguards. At a more advanced time, they had archers within tho 
immediate precincts of tho palace; and the Spanish sovereign, a corps of . 
Alabarderos or Ilalbcrdeors. Tliese were without organization ; and it is 
curious, that tho Danes in England should be the fust to raise a consider- 
able for(‘o of three thousand niofl for this purpose, called the Tliingamanna. 
The Spaniards, before tho revolution of 1808, claimed as a guard for their 
kings, their Rogimento del Rey, which they say was of creacim inmemo- 
rialia; while the French dated their Sorjeants-at-Arms, or .Porte-Masaes, 
from la fondation de la monarchic Fran 9 aisc.” Our Royals* claim to be the 
Scottish Guard, with refer mco to their sovereign, of a similar early origin, 
thougli tho link is not proved by sufficient evidence. But these opoclis of 
the Spaniards and French may well be doubted ; and, in tho latter coun- 
try, we must place the above mentioned corps, upon historical facts, far later 
than 420. 

These Porte-Masscs, or Seijeants-at-Arms (servientes annoruni^ weye 
formed in tho Holy Land, by Philip Augustus, to guard him against at- 
tack of the Old Man of the Mountain. If historical notice did not beV 
out their arms bespeak them of eastern oj||||tov .Tliis is confirmed by iheir 
being employed indiN idually, like the of the Turks, and the Ar- 

gentes in Rebus of tho Goiistantinopohtan court, in posts of trust and com- 
mand. They were of high respectability, and though nplx»intod as officers 
on tho castles of tho frontier were nevertheless a positive corp9» from being 
mentioned at Bovines, in 1214, as defending a bridge, Anoth^ class, called 
Huissiers, perhaps light armed, are found in the houstdiold of Charles VI,, 
1386 and 1388. Both liear a strong resemblance, as being domestic gu^J^ ^ 
to those in the East, and particularly the latter, who were porters, from 
h door, in old French. Tliese French Guards were gradu^ly 'increased, 
and, in 1271, Philip II. added a Cmupagnie des Gar& rfa la PnWdt4 de 
I Hotel du Roi, who were for the police of tho*palaoe. step to stand- 

ing aimiea, by the establishment of companies of oiflonntuice of Franee,.in 
1440, which put down the ravages of Europe by the Mercenaries of the 
, fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, allowed the rise M' the Scetcdi comg^^y df 
6ens d' Armes, or Hommes d' Armes, tour years after ; and a 

motto, In omd mo4o Jidelht on their standards, — a sentiment should 

be engraven on the hearts of all who hear arms immediately^ around their 
sovereign ; whom, they should i;pfiect,in ^elying^ on their fidelity m cairn of 
danger; present or in ^ospeet, implies a confidence which should m^kahis 
safrriy Iheir piafaxpount object, superior to all other ties. itky one 

fteladondit ni dhbsonbing to this dootrine, founded on mmX and honour- 
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able feelinp;, as well as duty, let him never become enrolled to prove the 
worst of ti’aitors. 

Their formation was closely followed up by two companies of French in' 
1474 and 1476. The Cent Suisscs were formed in 1490, and another French 
company of Gardes du Corps in 1514. They gradually increased in num- 
ber and importance with the decline of feudalism and the growth of per- 
manent armies. The French Foot Guard, marking the improvement 
and adoption of infantry, was first establishes by Charles IX., in 1563, 
of ten en^jigns, or companies, and which were gradually increased, un- 
der the ancion regime, to six battalions. In 1596 they added a com- 
pany of Guards, and three years later a company of Light Horse ; the 
latter indicative of the decline of the heavy armed cavalry. The connexion of 
France, since 1474, with Switzerland, which had tried the fidelity of the 
natives of that country, allowed a guard to be formed in 161 6, by Louis XIII., 
and who had gradually increased to four battalions. They continued near 
two hundred years, till they sunk under the demoniac fury of the revolution. 

Louis XIII., in 1622, instituted d company, armed with the now greatly im- 
proved fire-arms, and called the Mousquetaires de la Garde du Roi ; two more 
being added by Louis XIV. It was this monarch who put the French Guaid 
on a permanent footing, and added to it fifteen companies of Gens-d’Arraos, 
or of Light Horse, subsequently called the Garde du Corps, of which all the 
privates were officers. These establishments continued, without further ad- 
dition, to the revolution. The Gardes du Corps wore carried into Spain, by 
the throne of that country passing to Philip ; and one, if not more, of these 
companies were in Cuesta's army at Talavera. In Germany, with the ex- 
ception of Austria, who has never had troops exclusively attached to the 
emperor (three petty corps excepted), the princes of the more consider- 
able and petty states were anxious to have, and boasted of, their lino 
regiments of this description. The Saxons had a Guard in the sixteenth 
century ; the Hanoverian Guard, when disbande^J. in 1804, was said to be of 
three hundred years standing; and before 1640, the Elector, George William 
of Brandenburg, formed a corps of eleven companies, and which was followed 
up by a second within the next ten years. It was not till long after that Peter, 
in Russia, overpowered (as Selim attempted, and Mahmoud has succeeded 
with the Janissaries) the Strelitz; on whose fall, in 1697, he formed the nucleus 
of the present Imperial Guard. These now in number exceed the strength of 
the Strelitz, and within the last six years have attempted to imitate their 
conduct, in daring to dispose crown. The reader only requires to bo 

remembered of the French (SRular, and still more celebrated Imperial, 
Guard of Napoleon, whose downfall allowed a brief reappearance of the Garde 
Royale, hut whoso 'dissolution, like that of the Swiss, on the 10th of August 
before, are brilliant examples of honour, fidelity, and military and moral feeling. 

England (scrupulously avoided in the foregoing statement, in order to be 
exclusively deserved) has not been without a Guard for her sovereign. Our 
first English Guards were the same, and coeval with the Porte-Masses of 
France, being dated from the Crusades, and:* instituted by our Richard Coeur 
de Lion, the rival of Philip Augustus, They boro maces, at times, of silver, 
and were termed Sergeauntes at Armds. These were, again, more domestic 
Guards than holding military ‘ appointments, and their number never ex- 
ceeded (in the reign ok Edward VI.) twenty-two, and they were reduced by 
James II. to eigiit. The Yeomen of the Guard were appointed by 
Henry VII., ]i485, and though called Archers, the appellation was 
not applicable to their arras, that word having become synonymous 
for Guard. Their dress, which is still the same as worn in the reign 
of Henry VIII., has escaped the innovating taste of intermediate ‘ 
sovereigns. It is the same in rqd as lliajt of Francis I. in white, whose 
crest, the Salamander, on the back and breast, was as prominent as the rose 
beneath the crown on the broad sheulder of our modern Beefeater, llie 
Band of Gentlemen Pensioners was instituted by Henry VtlL, and shared 
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the same fate as those preceding, of suspension during the distnrbanoes and 
Protcctoratd. Beyond these corps there was no other Guard in England before 
the civil war ; and Charles I., without aid or assistance, was forced to succumb 
to the boasting insults and mockery of the miserably organized trained-bands 
of London and the counties. England at this time, and indeed has ever 
been, from its insular position, behind the Continent in war ; ai^ but for the 
courage of her soldiers, and Jheir address in the field, would oft^ have made 
a sorry figure. The civil waf thus swept away no Guard except those petly 
corps ; or even military system, but the old, unwieldy, and obsojete feudal 
organization, or the miserable substitutes in its room. Charles ll., at the 
restoration, at the same time he re-established these three ancient corps, had 
to create an army, and which took its character from that of France, where 
he had so long lived. It would be supposed that the subject of Colonel Mac- 
kiimon’s book was of this date, but, strange to say, it was raised ten years 
antecedent, and by Cromwell, and woukl necessarily, but for a little finesse 
and much casuistry, be the only corps in Europe of republican ongin, since 
the fall of the French array after WatcHoo, and the still existing petty 
Guard of the Swiss Cantons. It does not date, as has been suspected, from 
“ the new model,’’ or reforming organization of tho parliamentary army of 
1643, which, though scolfed at by the royalists, and termed in allusion to the 
Roundheads, “ the new noddle,” led directly to the king's death. This 
celebrated reformation in the army was brought about by a removal of all 
the right-thinking oflicers, to be replaced by the desperate and worthless, 
who made the country groan under the worst of despotism, that of an army. 
The Coldstream was formed froin*thc two regiments of Haselrigge and Fen- 
wick, raised to garrison Newcastle and Berwick, when these commanders 
received charge of those places; the first dated from 1647, the latter from 
the following year. Cromwell, ingoing to Scotland in 1650, brought for- 
ward Moiick as his lieutenant, little thinking he was thus taking by the hand 
the restorer of tho sunken monarchy ; and nothing is more remarkable than 
Frovidcnce working out its own ends, in the Protector him&elf thus preparing 
the way for or^ler and legitimacy. Five companies of each of these regiments 
were drafted and formed into a regiment for the future Albemarle, and 
which, for the next ten years, bore the title of Colonel Monck's. 

From the year 1650 may be dated the history of this interesting regiment, 
and which is now one of the oldest in existence, though it must, previous to 
the revolution, have ceded, in priority of standing, to many in the Spanish, 
French, and Austrian, and to some in the Hanoverian, and Prussian 

services. But since the boidevei'sement of Eu^^e, within the lost forty y ears, 
it is only preceded by the 24 th and 26th Regiments of Infantry, dated from 
1632 ; the 5th Chevaux Legers of 1640 ; the 50th Infant^ ©f 1642 ; and 
the 8th Infantry of 1647 ; all o^lhe Austrian army : leaving it '(i)ermitting 
the Royals to be of the year of 1633) the seventh in Europe. 

However the discipline of the parliamentary army ha(^ been invaded 
by their deliberative and dictatorial tone in ruling their masters, the Par- 
liament, Cromwell, after the kin^’ s death, restored them to order; and 
perhaps no army from 1650, to his death, was, pre^^ous to that time, in 
liigher discipline. * This was mqst severe; and Colonel Mackinnon gives 
some curious details of their means of punishAient, — while an instance is on 
record of these Puritans condemning soldiers to dbath for incontinence. 
Punishment extended to women ; ana though there may •bo ungallant in- 
stances of shaving heads, and ejectment from camif and banracks, mddem 
times offer no instance of the divorced wife of a Lieutenant, “ foi*merly whipped 
out of Leith * for profligate conduct, being sentenced by a court-martial, “ to be 
led with her face uncovered, her back bare, with a rope about herein onehand 
of the Marshal, and a whip in the other, &c.*’‘' Rewards were bestowed 
in promotions, and thus early by Medah, as at the victory of Dunbar, 1650; 
and is tho first example wo know in Europe, of their being given to both 
officers and men, though the Moguls used them, for civil and military re^ 
>Yards in the twelfth century. This tdgiment served all the Scotch campaign, 
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(^tbd 'e^Uent disoipliDe ^hioh Moock introduced, ai^ whole 
0bo$ ttud, by the writers of the day, to be the best ever seen ; giving his 
army a great advantage over that in England, w^hich degenerate in dis> 
cipline after CromweH’s death. Its history for some years is that of Monck; 
and Cdenol Mackinnon has judiciously given a curious life of that great 
toah, who it appears had learned his military knowledge wherever it was to be 
mund in tlioSc pi-overbially peaceable times of Epgland ; and amongst others 
in* the Dutch army, a service much connected, Irom the first insurrection of 
that nation, with our military history, and from whence it is possible; like the 
S^rench in 'the American war, many wild notions were learnt, producing on 
return homo, though not so rapidly, similar results. When some mighty bio- 
grapher of the army shall combine all these materials, now fast finding the 
ught and growing into strength, into one combined history, ho must seek 
the rise and career of thooc regiments; and till within tlu* last few years 
this history existed in the College Library, at Dublin. On Richard's inca- 
pacity becoming evident, Monck determiiioJ to nuiko England his own, but 
his further intentions must ever lomain doubtful. From their not being de- 
clared or boasted of after, his subsequent conduct pinibtibly only arose from cir- 
cumstances, on his arrival in London, and it is likely ho crossed the frontier 
with no other defined object. He first remo\ed all the officers, whom he 
could not consider as liis creatures, and commenced this operation with his 
own regiment of finit. As soon as this w as completed, he marched them, in 
the autumn of 1659, to the English frontier, and joined them to the best of 
his army, at Coldstream. The whole corps, thus assembled, and wdioso 
advance into England tended to so much good, were hence called the Cold- 
streamerSi from the head-quarters being there for several mouths bcjforo 
they commenced their celebrated mai’cli on the 1st Januar>, ICGp. Their 
first act on their advance towards London was to roniovo, from overawing 
that city, the disorderly army of Lambert, and the next, of equal importance, 
which Colonel Mackinnon considers their first, ^to “ destroy the gates, port- 
CuUisfls, and other means of defence of the city, which, as there was no 
dapgialr of foreign invasion, could only have been made subservient to fac- 
tious purposes, ' — though both equally remarkable, “ as tending to repress 
anarchy, enforce due obedience to the laws, and secure that respect for the 
civil government, with whicli the welfare and happiness of a count ly are 
at all times so closely interwoven.” The corps seems to have taken its tone 
from this moment, and lias over upheld its Ingh character for right feeling, 
loyalty, and its attachment and discipline. 

Th6y received the king J^Blackhoath, and marched into town as his 
escort. It would be natural to suppose Charles would wish to he rid of tho 
army, many of wlbini had fought against him at Worcester ; and in this he was 
backed by the country, whose recollections of their overbearing conduct wore 
anything hut agreeable. It was owing to this general fooling, that however 
dlsoorttented wore the reformed troops, this was done without trouble or distur- 
bance. All bearing on* this subject is highly remarkable and curious, and we 
are disappointed that Colonel Mackinnon has not entered ou it, for, though 
»ot solely connected with the regiment, yet with his steady research, and 
eonimand of materials, vve think an^episode ou its disbaadment would ttove 
been, more than allowable, l^^^haps, with the ulterior object of having some 
guards about the king’s person, parliament allowed the regiments of the 
l^kes of York ctod Gloucester, (at IXmkirk,) and the I.K>rd General's horse 
and' foot, (thebColdstre&m,) “by particular indulgence,” to be tho last left 
to be dislmded. This must have been carried into effect, unless lemte cot-* 
pedient bad been found for its postponement, had not their aotivily in 
putting down the rfebelUqq^of Venner, in 1661 , proved their coiiittiitfaitoe 
necessary. 

It has been often staWL that tho regiment was disbanded to give 

S ee to the regiment of guards of Russell, raised after the restoration j but 
^assumption may perhaps have (sriginatod, firom a like ifoiy in Ekniudii 
eemoe ox tke old legiment of Picardy being thus disbandea to give priority 
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the Ftenob Qu(urd» But thift fact ii not borne out, and fisplU' th9 ^ JAerour 
riua Publicus'' of Fobcuaryt another and better reason is '* 

<< That this regiment, as ft was the Stnt of all the aimy, who promoted hia Mo- 
jetty's glorious Kestoration to hia crpwn, so it hath this signal badge of honour 
now put upon them, to be the last regiment disbanded ; and although they were 
ordered aud declared to be disbanded in relation to the kingdom's pay, yet they 
were imm^iately^to be advanced to hia Majesty’s service, as an •extraordinary 
guard to his royal person, whom Clod long preserve in health and happiness.” 
Which implioa, that they should, on the principle acknowledged by Par- 
liament, be organized by the king direct, and not from his subjectai : thus by 
their new birth and regeneration they wore placed, agreeable to the oonstitu-- 
lion. For the parliament, at the same time tliey did away the old feudal 
duties owing to tho crown, wisely and promptly acknowledged the fights, 
prerogatives, and necessity, indissoluble from a monarchy, of being supreme 
over the array, aud which, while it would bo inefficient without, could not, 
has not, nor cannot, in a limited rule like our own, the laws controlling its 
abuse, ever endanger its liberties. • 

This momentary disbandment, however, did give tho seniority to the regi- 
ment of llufas»ell, and thus early gave the right to the Coldstream of bearing 
Nulli SecunduSj as tbeir motto; a title, however at first it may have been 
given to soothe tbeir self respect, they have ever siiico morally and virtually 
retained through six generations ; but this disbandment wa!> not necessary, 
as, subsequently, tho regiment in tho Netherlands, whieh had followed 
Charles's fortune, and suffered so severely, both in the French and 
Spanish armies, and at tho restomtion (under the command of lj)rd Went- 
worth) was removed to Dunkiik, came to England on the disgraceful sale 
of that place, and by amalgamation with that of Russell,* gave tho latter 
tho rightful precedence. That this disbandment was not with this avowed 
object is proved by the Coldstream not tamely giving up their prece- 
dence, which occasioned much discussion and trouble, as is noticed in 
James II. 's Memoirs, In 1666, an evpioss order was given out by Charles, 
for the prevention ** of all questions, and disputes that might arise for, 
or concerning^ the ranks of the several regiments, troops aud companies 
w’hich now are, or at any time hereafter shall bo employed in our service" — 
in which the regiment of Guards alone takes place of tho “ General’s 
Regiment." It is curious, and which continues in other services though lost 
ill ours, that this document gives the infantry the precedence over the ca- 
valry. This same opportunity of Vonner insurrection was seized as an 
excuse to raise a regiment of horse of Lord fltford and a troop by Lord Ger* 
rard, whde the Duke of Gloucestor's troop was ordered from Ihinkirk. But 
for this evident necessity, no doubt as groat objections would kavtj been found, as 
it is curious wore advanced on t]ie first establibhment of the French Guard ia 
1 563, which was hiahly unpalatable to many, particularly to the Huguenots, who 
hold at that time the same language as wo have so often heard in England. 
** Ils disoient qu'il no convenoit point que lo roi eut tgnt dif gardes surtout 
quand il faisoit sa r6sidence au mijieu do son royamno ; que de tout temps la 
plus Buro garde dosrois Fran 9 ois avoitetfi lo ciuur deleurs sujets etquo e'etoit 
uno nouvelle depense superfine dent oiv chargeoit I’^pargne." These feelings 
(wo learn from Brantome) had so much efiecU that thongh not broken, th^ 
regiment was sent and distributed in comp^anics through tho province of 
Picardy, allowing the opportunity for the attempt of the'Hugueiiots to seise 
tho King’s person in 1567, and which was only tliwartod by tlie Swiss^regi- 
teents, who carried the monarch safe within their squares to Paris. 

They are not caUcsi the Coldstream Guards (a glorious name, absorbed in them 
from the whole corps of Monck) till after Albemarle's death; and this appear 
tion is first Wnd on a warrant, dated March, 1 6 7|L^olonel Machinnoafolh>W8 
th^ history pf the raiment througjh all its l6ng arduous career, oaretully 
separating l^e service of the two battalions, fpr the only paradoxical exem^ 
phfioatiQU of Sir Bqyld RqqUq's bird in two places at once, is offered in 
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a re^ment thus divided into two equal bodies on different services, yet one 
and indivisible. They served as marines in both the Dutch wars ; the first 
under Monck, who acted as commander of the lieet, offering an example, 
though reversed, for the Russian admiral in 1812, who led the army of that 
nation from the Turkish frontier to the Beresina. On the death of the Duke 
of Albemarle, they passed under the command of Lord Craven, the hero whoso 
name is still in remembrance in the Palatinate, ^s was evinced lately to his 
present representative on his passing through that country : a command well 
chosen, and most agreeable to Charles, as he had, at his own expense, upheld 
his sister' sunken fortune, and after, perhaps, become his brother-in-law. 
They were actively employed in James's reign in putting down Monmouth's 
robelhon, 1685, and were encamped at Hounslow in 1686, when the shouts 
of the troops reached James’s car, and which made him rcQaark, on its being 
explained that it was “ nothing" but “ on account of the acquittal of the 
bishops," — “Call you that nothing?"* At the revolution, when the Dutch Blue 
Guard marched into the Park on William's approaching l^ondon, old Craven, 
nobly,, and he would no doubt have -carried it into effect with his Coldstreamcrs, 
(whose after banishment to Holland prove their fidelity to their King) offered 
to drive them out — and, be it recorded, they were the last regiment that 
marched out of the town, and were so unwilling as to be mutinous, — many 
throwing dow^i their arms, and several officers resigning their commissions. 

Craven’s, fidelity cost him the regiment, which was given to Colonel 
Talmash ; and the gallant old carl on losing it, said, “ they might as good 
take away my life, since I have nothing else to divert myself with." Its fide- 
lity made it be exchanged against the Dutch Blue Guard, and, from its ab- 
sence at the Hague, did not serve in the next campaign against James in 
Ireland, but was present in all William's wars in Flanders. At the celebrated 
attack at Namur, 1695, they, in conimon„with the other Guards, gave an 
opportunity for William to remark, in his correspondence with the Duke of 
Shrewsbury, that “ all the troops displayed considerable courage, and parti- 
cularly the five battalions of Guards, the English*, the Scotch, and one Dutch, 
who attacked on the right.’’ 

Their permanent existence was sanctioned, in common with the seven 
thousand men of the standing army, first allowed by parliament in this 
country at the peace of llyswlck. They were called, as usual, into active ser- 
vice in theWar of Succession, and a battalion was with Lord Peterborough at 
Barcelona, in liis celebrated defence of that city ; and drafts from the three 
regiments formed into a battalion of guards (a practice common at that day> 
was destro)ed atAImanza, that most unfortunate day — disaster, as our neigh- 
bours would say, of the British army— throughout a series of a thousand years. 

The first battle they were present at under Marlborough, was Mal- 
plaquet, and w^ere at Detlingcn and Fontecioy, where at the latter, an old 
gentleman, lately dead, was told hy an officer, then a lieutenant, that after 
the battle he commanded the regiment. They returned home from Flan- 
ders for Cullod6n, and, were under Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick. Their 
blood was shed in America, Holland, Eg}q)t, Copenhagen, Spain', Portugal, 
and, with an account of the splendid achieveineiit at Waterloo, Colonel Mac- 
kinnon wisely concludes. Their conduot, with the restof tlv 3 (luards, has been 
qver excellent : at all times, ai^d under all commanders, they have been held 
up as an example, to tlw restof^the army, of discipline, inienor economy, and 
general good conduct, and (need we say more ?) were the favourites of Wel- 
lington. It hq^ abroad ^cver drawn the attention of the strictest discipli- 
rians of the continent ; and the Grand Duke Constantine, who was supposed 
to have possessed almost unequal general military information, was struck 
with its appearance at the review of the allies in 1818. His Imperial High- 
ness demanded its name ; and the Coldstream sounding novel to liis ear, he 
caught the last syllable, aiid, with the association of idea which had prompted 
tl^ question, exclaimed, “ La erfimp, oui e'est la erfime do I’ann^o Ang- 
loM r' He placed himself at its head during the mock cotnbati and always 
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mentioned it as his beau-ideal of infontry. Colonel Mackimion has intro- 
duced many purious details explanatory of the military habits of the times. 
When the expression “ Household Troops" was introduced, does not appear, but 
it is evidently borrowed from the French, where, though as old as the time of 
Francis I. and noticed by the Marquis de Fleurange, who mentions an officier 
de la Maison du Roi, it wm only applied to the troops, by Louis XIV., in 
1671. The Guards differ little in our service from the rest of the army, 
except some battalions being ever ready for any service ; and os to the je** 
busies from their privileged, they must be small, as Colonel Mackinnon 
never once alludes to them. This originates, no doubt, from his gdbd taste ; 
but although the French Guards had many, the English can scarce boast 
any beyond that, in common with other nations, the officers being of higher 
rank — the captains of companies in l)oth services having the rank of Ueu- 
tenant-Colonel— given in 1691, by Louis, and hi 1687, by James II. 

They take the right of all troops, and are supposed to be exempt from 
working, of which they do not appear before the enemy ever to have availed 
themselves, — the general orders in Spain* recording their being ever the 
most active in the trenches. They do not compliment other regiments and 
offieprs with a full salute, which they retain to the Royal Family and their 
own officers. What the uniform was before Charles I. is not known, though 
probably scarlet, which has been ever the colour of the English royal livery, 
and naturally became the national uniform. In the wars in Brittany in 
Henry VII/ s reign, some of the natives were disguised in red to pass for Eng- 
lish, and the yeomen of the guard have not changed since the same period. 
In 1610, at the siege of Ostend, Francis Vere's regiment were “ habillez de 
casaques rouges." The six old regiments of tlie republic with Lock- 
hart, at the battle of Dunkirk, were in that colour, though Cromweirs 
own regiment was in grey. The Coldstream were red and green in 
1669, when the first guards wore faced with light blue, then the royal 
livery. Thus scarlet was not the colour brought to England (as Colonel 
Mackinnon supposes) by William for his household, altliough he ordered 
no one else to were it but his servants. The crimson livery of the younger 
branches of the*royal family (perhaps not generally known) is that of Prince 
George of Denmark, the husband of Queen Anne, and still that of the family 
of Holstein. The lace of the Coldstream was gold at James II.’s coronation, 
while the First Guards was silver. They wore red stockiiig-hose, the first regi- 
ment being of blue, and the facings had become blue, which, if d(ii% proves 
how little they have since changed. Colonel Mackinnon gives incidentally 
interesting details of other regiments, and will be the great pioneer for 
other writers, in pointing out the place where ho has gained his autho- 
rities. But let not the reader suppose his account of the Cclds^ream Guards 
is a dry chronicle. Colonel Mackinnon occasionally enters on the history of 
the wars, and for which we think he most unnecessarily apologises, (p. 426,) 
and which, if demanded, would equally apply to other parts of his work ; 
on the contrary, we thank him for the accounts of his oampatgns, which we 
do not know elsewhere in so succyict a shape. His acc.ount of the battles 
carries him occasionally into a stylo perhaps not inapplicable to the soul- 
stirring subject ; but in general, it is snvwth, and well judged, ancl occasion- 
ally elegant. • • 

llie account of the conduct of the Guards at Waterlix) is most interesting, 
and well done ; and reminds us of the system in India of# each regiment, 
after a general action, sending to the adjutant-general a detai^pd account of 
the events in which it was personally engaged. 

The end of the Talavora campaign we think peculiarly happy: — 

“ The confident expectation expressed by the Emperor of France at this period, 
that ‘ the Leopard would fly to the sea,* was not the result of a too sanguine 
temperament fondly bent on giving r?ality to its own unfounded wishes j the 
anticipation was that of a skilful soldier, founding his calculations on the ordinary 
rules of military scieAce, and allowing his adversary, whoso future movements he 
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sought to divine, fair 'portion of courage and talent* The SpaxtlBh army waft 
annihilated ; the ipirit of that people appeared crushed ; and no adequate fottie 
remained in Spain to impede the successful progress of the Emperor’s legions. 
Wellington, outnumbered by the French, retired through Portugal, a country 
deemed indefensible against tbe power of Napoleon. Everything seemed to iudi^* 
cate that the Peninsula would become the prey of the invader, and that the 
British were making for Lisbon to repeat the embarkation of Corunna: but tbe 
mind of their Geiiei-al rose above the difficulties of his situation ; the Leopard did 
adt fly to the sea; he only drew back and took a more deadly spring.” — Vol. ii., 

p. 128. 

Judicious and sensible remarks arc occasionally interspersed, not absolutely 
bearing on his subject; as, in winding up the CuUoden campaign, he 
alludes to tho present state of Ireland : — 

“ Wherever disinterestedness and true patriotism exist, they will be found to 
reside with those who value the general tranquillity, and abhor agitation and 
bloodshed, whether it be to change a dynasty, or to divide a people. The selflsh 
motive for disturbing the public repose, and desolating a country, remains un^ 
changed, although the form in winch the guilty purpose exhihjts itself may some- 
times vary. At the present moment Ireland can boast of patriots who would 
hazard the peace of a mighty empire to dissolve a union which, however lit1?ie it 
may suit their own secret purposes, has married a poor country to a rich one, and 
placed the sister Isle on the same footing as Wales and Scotland. To be identified 
with England in her prosperity was all that Ireland had to ask; but neither the 
advantages arising from that which is established, nor thO CHlamities of civil war 
attendant on its overthrow, enter into the calculations of men whose object is their 
own aggrandisement. A few months teiwin^ted the enterprise of Charles Htiiart ; 
but it lias recpiired more than half a century to repair the mischiefs it occasioned,” 
— Vol, i. pp, 38C, C. 

The very questionable expedition against Copenhagen di*awb forth a re- 
mark, that 

No Englishman can desire to perpetuate the remeipibrancc of this expedition, which 
laid the capital of a neutral state in ruins, and carried war and desolation among 
an innocent people. Its policy was doubtful, and its morality more than question- 
able. If the principle of making war by anticipation, wiiliout waiting for an overt 
act of hostility, be once admitteii, there can be no repose or security among the 
nations of Europe ; tho existence of the false principle of anticipatory warfare will 
generate and justify fear, and fear will magnify danger. It is far from the interest 
of the civilized world to multiply the causes of war, or that neutral nalions should 
be subjected to fire and sword, their ships seized, their towns destroyed, their fields 
ravaged, and their crops aiiuiliilated hy one belligerent to prevent the other from 
making use of them. The bombardment of Copenliagen, and the .seizure of the 
Danish ships, were contrary to the most obvious principles of justice, and cannot 
even bo vindicated on the treacherous plea of necessity ; for at sea England ruled 
supreme: it was a fierce imitation of the ruthltAss, unhesitating policy of Napoleon.” 

But let us congratulate Colonel Mackinnon on bis having seized and por- 
trayed the tru j cbaracler of the British soldier : no ono hitherto but their 
sensitive opponents have placed it in a truer light; and dull and, obtuse must 
be his intellects, wlio can rise from Colonel Mackinnon’s book without 
justly appreciating the British infantry soldier. Calm and collected, he con- 
templates death without q pang'; Im tranquillity 'covei-s a conscious- 
■ npiM of his own ppwer, of his moral energy, and physicial strength, 
which he feels jnust gain thd victory. His olilcer knows that ho unites in 
his ^rson the impetyosity of tho French and the dogged courage of tho 
Russian ; ahd that ho may, from discipbno, resort to either, at a word gr 
signal— a coniunction of zeal and determination, coupled with (hsciplino 
foundef on conviction, united in no other human being. Tlie documciits 
in the Appendix are highly valuable and detailed, and tue whole work does 
inhnite credit to the CgloneVs publisher, Mr. BcnUcy. 
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As there is no composition more useful when well digested , *hso them has 
heeu none more generally popular through all ages, tlmn biography, lake 
history, it confers on the young, the studious, and the recluse, an artiilci^ 
experience— and furnishes food for amusement, reflection, and example. 
The soul of many an infant hero has been kindled by Plutarch’s Lives 
Illustrious Men in Ancient T^mes ; and the fire is constantly fed by similar 
contributions to our knowledge of moderns, eminent for humanity, magna- 
nimity, patriotism, and loyalty. This subject is the most eagerly read, as 
Johnson truly observeci, because it is the most easily appluid to the purposes 
of life. Volney thinks it the only kind of history lit for young people. 'Still 
more is this pleasure felt in auto-biography, for there we make a personal 
ac<|uainlance with the hero of the talc,— anti under the steerage of an honest, 
temiierate, and sensible writer, always with mlvantago, provided he be 
divested of that besetting sin — flippancy. Pavid Hiimo began the memoirs 
of his own life thus ; “ It ib diflicult for a man to speak long of himself with** 
outjanity; thcTeforc I shall be short.” Accordingly the whole narrative is 
comprised in fifteen pages. Such a motive for brevity may be Suitable in 
the career of a mere author ; but can have no relation to men who have 
battled, travelled, and “ sailed for it.” We always hail such productions as 
adcUtional materials fior history and instruction ; and are more especially 
pleased when they are signed by the author's name, because we then fed 
assured that ho has been the moro«eareful. 

Under these impressions we therefore perused the anonymous '* Life of a 
Sailor” with considerable satisfaction; not, however, unaccoitipanied with a 
wish that more tune and pains had been devoted to the subject, Owing, we 
suppose to haste, he tells us, that when a midshipman ho got drunk, but 
“ from that <lay to this I have never been in so disgraceful a state yet 
afterwards describes a scenefwhere his friend Peters leads him home in a 
state of inebriety ; and another, wherein he was so completely ** done over,” 
that a mock w jAe was held around his body. He cannot often have seen 
midshipmen of forty-fi\e years of nge who had really and meritoriously be- 
stirred theinsehes in their duty; and wo arc not aware which of the first 
lords of the Admiralty admitted the desponding reefers to his levee. We 
see no real good in bruiting the foibles of poor Bathurst, or the “ laughable'* 
lunacy of Captain Preston. He is incorrect in describing Belzoni’s sarco- 
phagus as consisting of alabaster ; — it is still more valuable from being 
arragoniic. Captain Charles Thurlow Smith, he designates as Captain 
Sydney Smith. And the fate of the nun who escaped frarn git. Michael’s, 
which he would “ blush to nientipn," does not strike us as particularly de- 
plorable, since we have frequently met her with her husband in the most 
res|)ectable circles, and they are now residing in a magnificent mansion near 
Oxford, with an income of 6000Z. per annum. We hqpe anfi trust, that he 
is equally erroneous in his statements of the late warfare in America. 

The “ Sailor” sets out with disclaiming piracy from Basil Hall's Frag- 
ments, asserting that he published before the latter, in these words, “ Tho 
first number of the Metropolitan Magazine, which began in May, 1831, had* 
the first chapter of this work in its pages. ^CaptaimHall’s work did not 
appear until two months aftervi^ards.” This^however is another eiTor, for 
the first series of that admirably written narrative w^J^^-publishc^ on the 2d of 
April, 1831; — besides this, the style of the anonymous writer is so much 
more sprightly than correct, that he must he content to drop altogether into 
the wake of his graphic precursor. 

The story, in the usual way, opens with a school-boy joining a midship 
man's berth, — the horrors of which have Ifitely become rather hacknie^ 

^ while to make the description humorous^ they are very considerably exag- 

- i .11 ■ ■■■».. .i ■ I — — I 

* The Life ofa Sailor, By a Captain ih the INfavy, 3 vols, Bentley, 1832, 
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gerated. Those who look for surpassing elegance at sea, had better remain 
amongst their father s “butlers and footmen but those who have embraced 
the profession in sober sense, find the accommodation to be as good as 
“ could be expected.” The picture of the shoemaker's cancelment of out- 
standing debts, and the consc<iuent race of midshipmen, is libellous towards “ 
both parties; for, whatever may be the result of rdefers drinking champagne, 
bunting, and challenging their superior officers, men of as high honour and 
4innciple serv'cd before 1809, the assigned epoch of the rascality, as there can 
possibly be in 1909. In the remarks on educriion, extreme cases are given 
of a gentl'^man and a brute. Now the fruit of the “ March” has not been 
able to eclipse the attainments of such excellent men and good sailors as 
Thompson, Bolton, Hey wood, Knowles, or Collingwood and it is somewhat 
singular, that the names of those whom he cites as an honour to the service, 
are all “ old stagers.” Research would prove to him that the British navy 
has abounded in an eminent degree with men of consummate skill in their 
profession, of ardent enterprise, of great attainments, and in numerotis 
instances not less amiable and ^.respectable in private character, than distin- 
guished in public service. 

Yet while we regret these, and several other blemishes, we must also ppticc 
various atoning points of interest. The author s ideas on discipline are so 
excellent, that had we space w'c would insert them ; but we hope Mr. J. Hume, 
the Coughee^ has studied them, in order that he may not endeavour to arouse 
any more sympathy in favour of the lazy, the drunken, and the thievish 
friends who appeal to him. Equally observant are the statements upon the 
“ new lights” of the navy, and the monstrous evil of hypocritical and skulking 
psalm-singers injuring the hard-working men. 

Those who !iave embarked their fortunes in Columbian and Mexican spe- 
culations, will not find many “ crumbs of comfort,” but they will gather the 
naked fact : —and many who require to have a film remo\od from tlicir eyes, 
should be obliged to read the sensible, and at the same time humane remarks 
on West India slavery. Let your Macaulay-Erawleys read this,- let them 
ponder on liberated St. Domingo, with its free blacks, and “ mud-coloured * 
mulattoes driven at the point of the bayonet to till a soil which once largely 
repaid the cultivators ; let them again consider whether specious liberty and 
equality may not be assigned as the cause of the poor being abandoned to 
want, and the infirm to sink unregarded into their graves or rather let 
theMacaulay-Brawleys run their tether. But, should the legislators of these 
realms risk the loss of the West Indies, - the loss of five millions of annual 
revenue, — and the loss of a valuable nursery for seamen ? 

Nor are these the only merits of the work boibre us, - for with the tone of 
a gentleman, there are proofs of an amiable disposition ; and we were 
agreeably struck by the grateful feelings ^with which Mr. Pitt, the master 
attendant at Port Royal, and the late Dr. Lang arc mentioned : such passages 
reflect honour on the. heart of the writer. The pathetic account of the French 
soldier who lost his child, is absolutely touching, — though we should bear in 
mind that “ crapaucl” had first had his “ lark” in killing and wounding 
from his ambuscade. 

An imperious sens§ of duty compels us to conclude this notice by append- 
* ing a couple of letters *Whiqh we have received, concerning the “Life of a 
- Sailor first inserting, however, the following extract, as one therein alluded 
to, and at the |^ame time, onb of the most spirited descriptions in tho book • 
so that if not quite correct, we are inclined to exclaim with tho Frenchman’ 
who, on bein'g asked whether some Anglicism wad not French, replied, — pas 
tout A fait, mats il mMe bien de VHre, 

“ The private signals were placed on the the capstan, and Sir Peter took up his 
position on the carronade slide an the larboard side, abreast of the wheel. The 
men all stood to their quarters, and the minute rapidly approached which was to 
Eecide our fate. We were within about two miles of our adversaries when the leading 
fhip tacked and shortened sail. This was followed by the whole fleet/* of 
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thirteen tail of the linef amongst which were three ^deckerSy) which tached in BUC- 
cessioii, and brought their rear ship as our nearest opponent. As we were bilged 
to steer about a point and a half from the wind, the French line looked to wind- 
ward of us, and we were sailing upon that angle, which would have brought us 
exactly in contact with the centre ship. We were about a mile distant from the 
sternmost ship, when the French fleet edged away, and steered on a parallel with 
U8. To have borne up would have been madness, because the whole line would 
have been outside of us, and iQight have run us either on shore or on board^as 
they thought best. Our enemies being under their topsails and jib, progressS 
about five knots through the Water, while the Menelaus, being under all sail she 
could bear, was advancing at the rate of nine. We were now a loiig pistohshot 
distant, and abreast of the enemy’s rear ship. Calmly did we stand the broadside 
of her — to return it was useless ; besides, firing puts down the wind, and the harder 
it blew the better for us. We passed ship after ship, each firing as we came abreast, 
and each ceasing when her second a-head commenced. Had they made moie sail, 
and luffed to the wind, nothing in the world could have saved us — the capture was 
inevitable. At last we came alongside of tne head>mo$t ship. Hope now began to 
dawn ; provided our masts escaped, we had chance of escape. Not a word was 
heard on board the Menelaus as the broadside of this eighty-gun ship whistled over 
our heads. The master himself w’as steering the ship with the steadiness of a fearless 
saiW, determined not to lose an inch of ground, and we had passed the beam of 
the enemy before he relinquished the helm to the quarter-master. At this mo- 
ment the enemy ceaved firing, and the whole fleet began to make all sail in chase. 
It seemed as if they had just awakened to a reality scaicely conceivable — that their 
enemies were slipping through their fingers,meiely from want of common energy iu 
closing their hands. We edged away about a point, in order to get right a-head of 
our antagonist ; which having effectod, we began to fiie our stern-chasers, in hopes 
of wounding a spar of the eighty-gun ship. As, however, the weight aft did not 
assist our speed, but had evidently altered the trim for the wors^, the guns were 
removed to their proper stations ; the men were directed to lie down at their 
quarters ; and vcM*y shortly we, thanks to the long legs of the frigate, were a mile 
and more a-head of our enemies. 

As nothing but the greatqgt good fortune had kept the fore-topmast standing, 
whicli now lugan to complain in consequence of the increased force of the wind, we 
edged away about two points more j and the soi-diaant sailoi's of France, instead of 
hearing up and cutting us off at an angle, or nearing us again, which they must 
have done by this simple evolution, kept on the same course until in our wake, 
and then edged away in chase. By following this plan, we shortly were sailing right 
before the wind, and began immediately to shift the fore-topmast, keeping all our 
studding-sails upon the main-mast. This was our worst point of sailing, and it 
was evident that the two leading ships of the enemy’s line closed us a-little. We 
were by no means out of the scrape, and all our activity was required to get ready 
for making more sail. It was magic to our enemies. We had another fore-top- 
mast, and all a-taunt forward with the sails set, in an incredibly short time ; on 
seeing which the French fleet hauled to the wind on the larboard taCk, then tacked 
and stood towards Toulon. • 

*• One would have supposed that Sir Peter Parker had had enough of battles 
and of blows for one day ; but no ! the hands were turned up, * re§f topsails.’ Two 
reefs taken in, and we in chase. We soon got a very nice sitv^ation on the lee quarter 
of the .sternmost ship, and hammered away at her until we had made some few 
holes in her sails and hull. Suddenly, hcayever, the French fleet bore up ; and we, 
like good boys, did the same.” ’ nJ 

The following are fhe letters alluded tO’^— • 

There is a time, as Solomon the wisest of mei|^ teaches As, ' when a fool should 
be answered according to his folly, lest he Jj}|^ -'A I'** owu conceit,’ and lest 
others too easily yield up their faith and reason w3S(|r'itnperious dic^^tes — 

“■ we know that a triumphartlt^Murance hath sometimes su^ 

ported gross falsehoods, and a whole company have been captivated to error by this 
means. Isaac Watts, D.D.” 

Mr.ISditoh, — M y attention having been directed by some of my wor^y brother 
officers to the sixth chapter, in the sScond voliflne of a late publicAfion, entitled 

The Life of a Sailor,” I lost no time in giving the chapter alluded to a patient 
knd careful perusal and 1 trust thdt, through the medium of your Journal, t shall 
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be enabled to counteract the injurioua tendency, that such a distorted, and ^avely 
avouched-for relation of circumstances, must create in tue well-regulated minds of 
all those who are unacquainted with Sir George Cock bum. 

In any observation I rtiay find myself called upon to make in the course of this 
notice, and which may not strictly 'apply to the events under discussion, let it not 
be supposed, that T constitute myself censor ol the work now before me. It 
is my object only, to render liarmless some very un warrantable assertions, by the 
e^ositioTi of a circumstance, which, in the opinion of every naval ofl&cer and 
‘Wfiecting man, must at once pronounce its own condemnation. 

During tlie course of onr hostilities in the Chesa^ieake, hut more particularly iu 
those pursiled iu the Potowmac, at Wa.shingtdn, and Baltimore, when I was iirst- 
lieutenant of the Alliion, I invariably attended the Rear-Admiral as his aide de- 
camp, in all the incursions that were made into the enemy's country, t have 
taxed my memory to the utmost * 1 Inu'c consulted ilates, and recordij ; and 1 feel 
at a perfect loss to account for the puhlic.ition of the startling scene described by 
tlie aiitlior oi “ TlieLife of a Sailor.” ^The Avhole rh'tail ol ciicumstances is totally 
opposed to our usual iiindo ot prot ceding ; it is alike U'pugnant to the honourable 
feelings ol Sir (Jeorge's natuie, aiid^Lo the line of conduct adopted by him, towaids 
the i|iioffiniding iniiabitants * and this allegation I am ready to substantiate by a 
miiltiplicity ot proofs. Had such a \iolatlon {»f the rights ol bnmanity taken place, 
as has been represented, 1 could not possibly have been excluded liom the k^fbw- 
ledge of an event, that Would have stamped itself w'itli a painful fidelity upon my 
memory. 

Ill answer to the author’s statement respecting the m(»dc of procuring stock, &c., 
which lie avers as having witnessed a hundred times, [but for this positive avowal, I 
Bhould have supposed tlial the total amount ot his visits to the shore could not liave 
exceeded a round do/en,] 1 heg leave to observe, 1 wms frtspiently engaged in the 
pertormance* of this duty ; and that I never quitted t lie ship w itliout taking with me a 
bag of dollars, alt'companied by strict orders to ji.iy the full Baltimore market price 
for every species ot stock taken away. In most cases, this was quietly arranged ; 
but when on the advance of onr men withm forty or fifty yards of a farni-hoiise, 
the windows M'cre tin own open, and rifle shots <lisrharged, killing and wounding 
Borne Of <mr best men — the farmer and his servant, tlien retitMting to the l>ack of 
the premises, mounting tlieir htirses, and galloping away, -“these were the in- 
stances in which such a treaclu'rous mode of waifare was rewarded by the destruc- 
tion of the house that sheltered its poltron ow'licr. AVe reaped the benefit arising 
from these severe, hut necessary examples, in the additional protection they afforded 
to the lives of our oW)i met!. — 13ut to uaiitonly destroy private liabitations, and the 
immediate property appertaining thereto, ivithont any just cause, or reason — Idrny 
it — soUmniy deny #/, oil the part of not only myself, but on the pait of tlie many 
honourable and gallant spiiits, who shareil in tlie dangers and severe fatigues atten- 
dant on the operations carried on in that quarter. It is a libel on the .servite : in- 
stead of the exertions of the gallant chief, and tlie brave men he commanded, being 
a blot on the “eSqntcheon of the Anns ot Knghind as long as she exists,” the foul 
blot rests With the man, w’ho, after a lapse of twenty years, insidiously casts upon a 
distinguished admiral and his own brother officers a heap of stigmas, alone suited 
to barbarians. 

I afipenl to captains atid officers who acted under Sir George Cochbtiru, 
whether they have nofralw'ays witne*ised his aiixiety to jn event as much as possible, 
the miseries, attendant on Avar in an enemy's country, from falling Upon the more 
harmless portion of the community ; and the ready attention and remuneration lie 
always granted to an aggrieved or injured party. That war Jias its inconvenier^ces, 
,310 one can doubt. AVe were ^eiit there tor the express purpose of making the 
Americans fully aware* of iJiose^ inconveniences. AVheii mischief was committed 
where protec tionth ad been previously promised, I have frequently known SirGeorgo 
to ngake good the damages from liis private puise ; and iu one instance, I saw him 
devote^ the sum of 20 doubloons (80/. steiling) to that purpose. As an irrefragable 
proof, that we xvere not tlie savages depicteii by the author, we latterly travel sed all 
parts of the surrounding country, unmolested by tho annoyinice of concealed foes, 
the inhabitants tn'isting themselves to the generosity of the admiral, in preference 
to the prtWjjtion of the militiamen of the ^untry, at the same time furnisliing us 
With an atniiMancc of provisions* 

In the author’s preface to his work^he says, every scene Is a scene of real life, 
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not eKftggevated, but the events wbidi are here recorded actualljr occurred, and I 
ihay say truly 

‘ These eyes — these eyes lieheld the fact.’ ** 

I beg the author’s pardon, but the narrative of the Chesa]>eake affair, with its 
blazuig fires, and attendant horrors, has excited, if possible, more astonishment in 
my mind, than the marvellous statement to be found page of the second volume, 
wherein the Menelaiis a thirty-eight gun frigate [in which the author was a mid- 
shipman] is described as hav?tig passed the whole of the French fleet, fvotci re^/gjo 
vail, consisting of thirteen lyio of battle ships, of which, three were S-deckers, 
within iong pistol-shot; receiving their fire at tliat distance, each cneq^y's ship only 
ceasing, when her second a-head comtneiu‘cd firing; wounding the leading ship, 
and, after shifting her fore-toprnast, again taking up a position on the Ice-cpiarter of 
the steniinost line-of-battle ship, and hammering away at her till the whole fleet 
bore np. Frigate, and linc-of-hattle ships, be it remarked, were during this hot 
fire, sailing on the same parallel ; allowing oiir enemies were not over^smaii at their 
guns, each vessel must, on the smalle^t•po^8ible calcnlation, have been enabled to 
discharge three broadsides. One ihouum-l seven hundred 32 and 18-lb. sliot must 
therefore have been launched against tlie RIenehiiis, within tong pistoi-shot.^ tiofc 
taking into the account those previonvly expeiuh'd upon her fi'om the batteries and 
fi;|gate, and the action aftorwaids with the sternmost line-of-battle sliip. 

h/ord de Saumaro/- at the battle of the Nile, with one broadside, sent a French 
frigate as large ns the Menelaus, to the bottom. 

The author adds, “ It was magic to our enemies.” Truly, some such spell must 
have enveloped the Menelaus ; for not one shot of the French line hulled hei*| nor 
does it appear she >va3 otherwise damaged by their fire. 

With justice might all on lioard the Menelaus ha\e exclaimed, 

“ Adjuvaiite Deo en Ilostes.” 

The one statement seems worthy of the other. I remain, 

Mr, Edito?, 

^ Your obedient humble servant, 

United Service Club, Jamus Scoxt, Captain K.N, 

Pall Mall, January 23, 1033. 

To the Author of The Life of a Sailor^ 

Sin, — Neter believe yourself a proficient in any art, until you have practised 
that art in all its different bearings, and in every possible way.” Excellent advice, 
as lar as it goes j and 1 prefer these, your own words, to express my opinion, tltat 
you might profit by your own advice, or even if you did not, you would he wise in 
keeping jour own Counsel. 

You offer to the public a work ea’/jms/y for ihcir azfnisement and iustioiction ; 
but tliat public w'ere not led from its title, “ The Life of a Sailor,” to find an angry 
critique in its pages upon a contemporai y aiithorS opinions, Avlridi happen to be at 
vaiianee with your own ; nor did the .sister profession expect the compliment of d, 
sneering allusion to one of its most gallant and distinguished edfpSj^br appearing in 
his Majesty’s uniform on his M.'jesty’s seivice. Still Jess A>ere the inoffensive 
yachtsmen prepared for youryifi//<jr at them, after a perusal of your disastrotis ship- 
wreck in your friend’s yacht. Yet with the above quoted words do you close the 
chapter of your errors. • 

For an author to step out of bis jourse for the mere siike of eliciting a smile at 
the expense of another, is to tamper with the patience and abuse the confidence 
of his leader. It is the wanton act of a^ schoolboy, who cannot suffer another to 
pass him unmolested ; ^ and equally cjiiamiuble. It is in such passages, I maintain, 
that the public are deceived, inasmuch as they are neither calculated for the JnstrucT* 
tion of the young nor tlie amusement of the olck Believe me. you are more at 
home in the “common scenes (if a sailor’s lite,” than in your Avunderings between 
Joe Miller, of facetious memory, on the genial coast of ^*ortug.^l, •and tb^ldhrned 
Doctor, in the colder climes of Kussia. But if this is and must be *‘your style,” 
why,-^ 

“ Rode caper vitem ; tamen, hinc, cnni stabis ad aras, 

In tua quod fundi cornua possit, crit.” 

Indeed, I am strongly of Dean Swift’s opinion, tliat “ whoever m»kes the fewest 
persons uneasy, is the best bred.” 
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You were rather in a scrape with your yachting friend, and agreed, no doubt, 
Hritli the poet, and not without reason, — 

“ Sero respicitur telliis ; ubi, fune soluto, 

Giiirit in immensum panda carina solum.'* 

Now, by your description of that cruise, I am inclined to think you are not 
much of a cutter sailor. There are many little points which lead mo to offer you 
your own. advice — before, with one sweep of your goose-quill, you annihilate our 
IKlib conceits. I will allow that you had a miserable craft, — ** Pitching, and 
tossing, and rolling, like a dismasted collier," under a close-reefed sail and spit-hro 
jib; and 1 aVii inclined to think that your cutter rather took the command, and, 
with your unmanageable craft, you were lucky, admiralty chart and all, to weather 
the breeze* 

The next time we fall in with you it is with a better prospect —slipping along 
your three and four knots, and making short miles of it with the tide. Soon after, 
according to custom, the tide comes to windward, and knocks up a ripple, which 
becomes inconvenient ; for there occurs something very like blowing the gram- 
pus" in your berth. By the time you get on deck, you find much noise and con- 
fusion ; of all things, I grant you, the^most perplexing in bad weather or a difficulty. 
Finding breakers a-head, you cry “ Hard-a-starboard I" — Port it is !” says Paddy, 
at the same time ducking his head to avoid the boom as the sail jibed. Quickupsss 
is everything in a cutter: you were wrong not to suit the action to the word, 
knowing, as you did, your men. Your vessel had been ninniiig, and was, at the 
time, nearly before the wind, and sailing by the /ee, because your lee-runner was not 
overhauled* This I presume is a fact, because, when your helm is a-starboard, by 
some unaccountable gambol tbe sail jibes again— away went the boom against the 
.ee-8wifter*.” There is no such imprudence, as keeping a lee-runner fast ; and 
nine booms out of ten are carried away, from bad handling. Excuse me, therefore, 
if I give you a ca“e in point ; it may be of service to you, and convince you of the 
attention at all times necessary for your runners and tackle. 

One dark winter’s night, 1 was upon a wind in a cutter of above 100 tons. She 
was a powerful Hastings built vessel, and heavily sparred, which you will allow 
when I tell you her boom was a 13-inch spar, 03 feqH long. The wind was about 
S. S.W., blowing very fresh, with a regular ** Bay" tumbling sea. We were under 
a two-reefed mainsail and third jib, which would work from the large topsail down 
to the second reef. Observing it brighten up suddenly, for the weather was thick 
and rainy, and that the sky lifted towards the northward and westward, 1 resolved 
to shorten sail. 1 must request you to observe that, according to my invariable 
practice, my lee-mnmr was overhauled (we were on the starboard tack) ; so the 
bauds were turned up to get another reef down, and shift jibs, which entailed 
slinging the bowsprit well in to the mast. Expecting the wind in at N.W., I put 
my helm down, allowing the jib to come in, .set the foresail, with the sheet a-weather, 
head to wind; and a hand was overhauling the other runner^ when away went the 
kevil of the xnainsheet, and the boom for a moment took charge of the deck ; the 
other jib was just out, and the sheet still to the stay. The cutter paid off, and 
that boom, in a heavy sea, jibed twice before we could secure it ; but the sail 
invariably took al>ack, from its own impetus, before it touched the shrouds, or 
rather the runners, for they were not unhooked. But for this practice the boom 
must have gone, kud probably the mast ; and I will add, more booms are lost in 
jibing, by attempting to gather in the mainslieet when there is not time, than by 
letting all go together, just keeping the parts clear, without any check whatever. 

So much for my ideas on that point. ^ In the next place, you should have kept 
her upon the starboard-tack, ins, lead of wearing her again. You can stay a cutter 
fn no time ; and you would have got her clear without touching a halyard. After 
she is washed over the reef, slier' comes head to wind, and bumps asliore again — 
more Hibernico-^tS leeward. However, you must try cutters in many bearings 
beforh you willibe well acquainted with them ; and, after that, you will find a 
yacht quicker still and more skittish, till you get acquainted with her. 

Now take this in the good humour with which it is written. The world is big 
enough to hold ua all. Many of us are in pursuit of honour and distinction ; and 
thoxigh we .take different roads, our ultimate point is the same. Let us, therefore, 

* For swifter^ read ** runner.*’ 
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Ian dumaa and sailor, meet on that neutral ground, the deck of a yachtj cordially. 
Our gracious King is our patron — your admirals, our fellows-^iid your captains, 
our playfellows. Under such auspices, might we not reasonably have hoped to lead 
“ the life of a sailor ?’* We should like your advice, divested of its gall. I, for one, 
regret that you have not diffused your honey to the world, unimbittered by your 
sting. Your work is of itself too light in its constiuction to be a proper vehicle for 
criticism or sarcasm ; and be assured that Democritus, laughing at the follies of 
mankind, was of more service as a philosopher, more amiable as a man, than 
“ Diogenes, surly and proud, who snarl’d,*' &c. “* 

You are a sailor to the life — love the sea — swear by your ship — yet you like to 
come ashore after a cruise. You hunt, shoot, and share in all ofTr terrestrial 
amusements. Do we object ? do we ridicule your natural indulgence ? No. Why, 
then, should we dusty, weary, and town-sick landsmen be denied the sea for our 
recreation, without being served with your unceremonious notice, as ^unqualified 
sportsmen, trespassers on your boundless manor ? 

1 am, Si^ with great respect, 

Jan. 12, 1833. A Yachtsman aft.oat. 


CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE PRINCIPAL PORTS AND STATIONS. 

Portsmouth, Feb. 19, 1833. 

Mu. Editor, — My last Monthly Journal ended on the 20tli of January. 

Jan. 21. — Notwithstanding a ^arp breeze from E. N. E., which prevailed 
for twenty days, the Briton came up from Plymouth on the evening of the 
20th, and this day ran into harbour to bo paid off. She had been relieved 
off the Western Islands by the Dmid, had a remarkable quick voyage home, 
having made the Eddyst one Lighthouse in sixty-two hours after departing 
from Vigo. She brought no information but wliat was well known from the 
constant communication kept up with Lisbon, Oporto, and Great Britain. 

Every small vessel in the shape of a man-of-war was ordered (at the 
requisition oS the agent for Lloyd’s, during the t*ast wind) to cruise in the 
chops of the Channel, to assist such of the homeward-bound merchant-ships 
as might be short of water and provisions with those essentials. The Rover 
was only in Plymouth an hour before her signal was made to proceed on that 
service. 

For nearly a week after the funeral of the late lamented Admiral Sir T. 
Foley, all sorts of speculative arrangements and news were alloat among the 
naval people as to his successor. 8orac fixed on Admiral Sir W. Hargood, 
it being remembered he was a lieutenant with his Miuesty in the Hebe, 
when commanded by Admiral Sjr Edward Thornhorough ; th^n again, others 
appeared certain that Sir P. Durham, or Lord A. Beauclerk, was to come ; 
but on the 23rd of January it was finally settled, Sir Thomas Williams’ 
appointment having been transmitted In the Admiral Supeismtendent. This 
nomination gives general satisfaction; he is a line, gentlemanly officer, 
stands very high in the service, and I apprehend the same feeling will pre- 
vail with him as did with his predcces;sor, namely, to make everyone happy 
and comfortable uhder his orders. Sir Thomqs will occupy the house in the 
Dock-yard formerly appropriated to the Commissioner, and it is admirably 
adapted to the purpose; it is spacious, and fit lor aCommandcr-in-Chief. The 
offices for the secretary, &c., are annexed to it, and tjie business can be trans- 
acted with more facility than at Portsmouth, as conimuif5cation» to the 
Superintendent had to bo conveyed from thence to the Dock-yard; whereas, 
by the new arrangement, the naval Commander- in Chief and the Admiral 
Superintendent’s offices are within a stone's throw (the latter took possession 
of his new ones on the 21st of January) : ^moreover, the Admirars office in 
Portsmouth was always surrounded and assailed by hosts of* loungers and 
idle folks; someUmes it was difficult fdlr naval officers to get in, and caused 
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groat interruption to business : this, in a great measure, will cease, as atf 
“ sorts and descriptions” of persons will not be allowed to enter the Dock- 
yard. 

Some extensive alterations and improvements have been made, and are in 
progress, in the Dock-yard, <o add to the comfort and respectability of the 
residences of the Port- Admiral and the Superintendent ; and some of tho 
impierous idle and di&alfocted in this place hirvc magnified them, both in 
oegree and amount, to seven times their cxleijt. People may decry these 
alterations^ and exclaim at the expense os much as they think proper ; but 
I am one of those individuals who would ha\e all men of rank, holding re- 
sponsible situations, aecoinmodated in the best possible manner — it adds 
weight and dignity to the appointment. If the Government think it neces- 
sary that an admiral should bo at the head of the Dock-yard, he ought to be 
placed in an exalted situation as to rojjidencc and other (’omforts, that he may 
be looked up to and respected. There will, it is true, bo some extra expense 
incurred in these nltcrafions, but .not to the e\a‘>rgeri)te(l amount proehiinicd 
by the grumblers. An estimate of every fraction of new work is sent to tho 
Admiralty before commencement, and a clear and explicit statement m^c 
of every item. 

An t'xcellent arrangement is to be adopted relative to furnishing the house 
for the Port- Admiral. The Govermnent intend to do it in future, and charge 
the occupier 10 per cent, upon the value. It has been proved in numerous 
instances the great expense and trouble occasioned by an admiral either 
moving furniture from a distance, or being oomjicllod to lay out a considerable 
sum of money in the purchase of new things, or tho Inn' thereof for three 
years. This has deterred one or tw’o ollicm-s of moderate jirivate fortune from 
accepting the situation of Commander-in-C'hief, as the chaneos are ten to one 
the successor will take what the other leaves ; hence the dissatisfaction and 
mortification which must ensue. Moreover, if the ollicer resides in Ireland, 
Scotland, or any considerable distance from Port i mouth, the double removal 
of a large houseful of furniture causes a great expense and some damage. 
The new plan of the Admiralty obviates all this. Tho house 'will bo amply 
and respectably furnished at the expense of the Crown ; and if 1000/. worth 
of furniture is placed in it, the admiral knows he has to pay 100/. a-ycar for 
the loan thereof, and lie lets or disposes of his own as he thinks right. 

It is said the Admiralty-house in Portsmouth will be givc'ii up to the 
Xiieutenant-Gkivernor of the garrison, and his residence most probably appro- 
mriated as an infirmary for the troojis : all sick soldiers are now n'lnovod into 
Portsea, and there ought to be two places for their reception in case of conta- 
gious disease. « 

The Hyacinth sloop, recently returned from the West Indies, has had a 
thorough repair, and was undocked on the 23rtl of January. She is ready 
for being commissioned. A small alteiution has been made by coppering the 
whole or the keel, instpad of using lead, as heretofore, and also using copper 
^ the stem, and having very thick copppr plates fixed in the hause-hofes. 
The^ last are to prevent the wear upon the lead by the chain-cables, it being 
found that the constant friction soon wastes it away. The Hyacinth is, I 
believe, tho first man-of-war se done. * 

^ H. M. ship Prince Pegent has been coppered on one side with copper as 
it comes from th(^ rollers, and oh the other with copper steeped in very strong 
brine* It is an experiment merely to try if the metal undergoing the latter 
processVill not wield better and become more pliable to fix on, without de- 
creasing its fitness or durability. 

Some small men-of-war in this harbour vvere sold by public auction tho 
other day (the Espieglc and Ontario were among them), and purchased by 
merchants for, the South Sea trahe, to the*mutual advantage of both Govern- 
ment and trader. They were unfit ^any longer for raen-of-vvar, anci must 
navo been broken up, and consequently would not have realized so much as 
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they did. I think they were purchased at about 2/. a ton : in the'^amos 
the price for new' ships is about 12/., and in the north of England nearly 1L ; 
whereas, a little more money laid out, and a deck raised, will make these 
ships most effective for the South Sea fishery, as their sailing qualities are 
very good. 

The Galatea has been tiikcn into dock for inspection, and, if fit, for repair. 

January 28. — The Serpent (16), Captain Symonds, returned from cruising 
off Dartmouth. * 

.Fanuary 29. — Admiral Sb Thomas Williams arrived in the town, and his 
flag (blue at the main) was hoisted on board the Victory, and the next 
morning saluted by the men-of-war at Spithead and in the harbour. Sir 
Thomas immediately assumed ottice. 

An order lias been issued by the Admiralty that such ships or Vessels as 
may require considerable repairs arc in all cases to proceed into the harbour 
to have llicm done, and not, as in many instances, have gangs of workmen 
sent off to Spith(*ad. Tlie powder will bo all that is requisite to take out; ' 
ainl a great saving of time and expensenvill ensuo liy the adoption of this 
regulation. Owing to the state of the weather, and in winter to the shortness 
of da} light, the Doek-}anl people have bc(Mi days, and sometimes w’eeks, on 
board ship; whereas in liarbonv the transit baekwards and forwards will be 
but trilling ; great wear and tear of boats ob\iated, and considerable quanti- 
ties of stores saveil, as well as the victualling of the workmen. It is probable 
that, if the Spartiate bad been ordered into harbour, her fittings would have 
bet'll done in half the time it took. 

Kebmary 1.— A C(mrt-martial*was assembled this day on board the Vic- 
tory for the purpose of trying Second Lieutenant Lamont of the Royal 
Marines, embarked in bis ^^ajesty's ship Briton. 1 send yoli the particulars 
and result in a separate paper. Arising out of the same business, Second 
Lieutenant Parke, also of the Marines, was ordered to be tried at the bai*- 
racks. I also forward aii^aet'ount of w’bat has traus])irt'd in that quarter. 
You will perceive that Mr. Parke's legal friend advised his raising an objec- 
tion to the cipupeteiicy of the Co,urt to try him, and in consequence it was 
adjourned to the 7tb of February, and in the interim the matter referred to 
the Adinirally ; and hero 1 cannot help remarking the prevailing plan, 
adopted by those who have the ill luck of being subject to a court-martial, of 
emplo)ing an attorney to conduct their defence. I think it the worst thing 
a man can do, and 1 am not singular in the opinion. One good, sensible, 
clear-headed nnlitar} or naval friend, of ('xperieiiee, is in such a ease worth a 
flu/5en attorneys, as the latter only bother the members, and spin out the 
proi-eedings to a most unconscionable lenglli*. ^ 

February 4. — The Briton was this day paid off. • 

The conduct of Admiral Sit 11. Neale has been approved by his friends 
and ronstituents at J^yinington. An address from the principal inhabitants 
and voters, expressing their high gratification of bis havjng preferred the 
retention ()f bis seal in parliament to the aiipointment of (’ommander-in- 
Chief at Portsmouth and the required re.signatiou of that scat, has been 
presented to him by a deputation of twelve of the respectable supporters of 
the gallant Aduikal, at bis residence lit Walliampton. 

Se\oral seizures of contraband spirits, fccO., have been made this month. 
The Canicleon captured a lugger, with fouir men atid one liundn'd tubs of 
spirits on board ; the Experiment a lugger, with one hunfhvd and five casks 
of brandy and one man (there were three others ort board, 4mt they Escaped 
after a desperate resistance, in winch the mate of the Experiment was much 
hurt) ; and the Tartar chased and captured a vessel witli one hundred and 
sixty tubs on board — her crew of four Englishmen and throe Frenchmen 
have been lodged in prison. Tli^'se capti^'i's fully exemplify my observation 

^ The courts-martial on Lieutenants Laniont and Parke, which were to have 
appeared under their appropriate heads, hre unavoidably postponed till our next. 


• ^ • . 
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of last month as to the extent of the system of smuggling in this neighbour' 
hood. The Badger cutter has detained the Atlas Dutch brig, and sent her 
into Cowes, to wait the release of the other vessels in this harbour I 

H. M. ship Spartiate was paid wages on the 5th. Sir Michael Seymour 
embarked on the 7th instant, and the ship shortly afterwards proceeded to 
her destination. 

In your' Number for February there is a letter from a gentleman named 
Q^whurst, on the subject of a Naval and Military Lunatic Asylum, approving 
of the suggestion of Sir A. Ilalliday for its erection, and proposing a sub- 
scription to%he raised throughout the service for the payment and endowment 
of it. Without wishing to throw an impediment in the way of so benevolent 
and meritorious an object, I beg to mention that perhaps it is not generally 
known all naval and marine officers suffering under that dreadful malady, 
insanity, can be received into Haslar Hospital. An application must bo 
made, and a certificate furnished to the Secretary of the Admiralty from the 
patient's medical practitioner, that he is a proper olyect (I don’t mean as to 
pecuniary matters, for all ranks, 'rich or poor, are eligible) ; and upon this 
certificate an order is generally forwarded to the Captain Superintendent at 
the hospital (Captain Garrett) to admit liim. If the patient should be in a 
most\iolent state of mental bereavement, the Superintendent, on a proper 
representation, will send a person to the residence of the party to take charge 
of him to the hospital (of course at his friends' expense) ; but generally the 
patient is conveyed to Gosport or Portsmouth, and moved into the hospital 
by the friends. The Government deduct Is. 6d. a day from the pay of every 
patient, whether he be captain, commandbr, lieutenant, master, surgeon, 
purser, boatswain, gunner, or carpenter (I don't think midshipmen are atl- 
mitted, unless 1?iiey are seized with the affiiction on service). Sailors and 
marines are also in the Lunatic department at Haslar. In .January last 
there were upwards of twenty officers and one hundred and twenty private 
men. 

I very much question if any lunatic asylum coifid bestow care and medical 
treatment for a less sum than ] s. dd. a day ; but perhaps your correspondent 
means that the intended Naval and Military Lunatic Asylum sliould be upon 
the plan of the London hospitals— 'gratuitous admission. In that case it is 
a delicate matter to talk upon. Very few of the friends and relations of naval 
officers would hesitate sending their unfortunate subject to a king's hospital, 
having a certain sum to pay ; but many, from a sense of pride (perhaps mis- 
placed), would not like to see their father or brother in a public hospital, 
maintained by voluntary subscription. While on the subject, I have just to 
add, for general infonnation, that all half-pay oilicers can obtain admission 
and medical trpatuent at Haslar, on the payment of 1 Or/, a day, which is 
deducted from their quarterly bills : they have?the same care, accommodation, 
and treatment as if they had been moved to sick quarters from on board ship, 
only being required to conform to the rules and regulations of the Captain 
Superintendent, ‘and to the diet prescribed by the medical officers. Num- 
bers avail themselves of the indulgence, particularly those unmarried. There 
is a museum and library in the hospital, open at proper hours, that tho 
convalescents may be relieved from the. monotony of a sickechamber by seek- 
in,^musement in books, &c. 

*^6 Victory was paiik'off by CJaptain Hyde Parker on the 6th, and recom- 
missioned the nexi day by Captain Williams. 

Tha Sijartiat^ was obliged to put back to St. Helen’s on the 8th, but got 
away again on tiie 9th ; the strong westerly gales, however, compelled the 
Buckinghamshire, Thames, Herefordshire, and Warren Hastings, outward- 
bound East India ships, to anchor at Spithead to wait a lull. 

Three ships of the line, the Bellerophon, Ganges, and Edinburgh,— and 
three frigates,, the Vindictive, President,^ and Galatea, are ordered to be 
brought forward, and got in readiness by the Dock-yard for equipment | 
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there are, of course, a variety of reports as to their destination, and also 'Who 
is to command them ; probably, after all, they may only be required for the 
relief of some of those whose three years* service is nearly expiring, viz., the 
Asia, Belvidera, Britannia, Blanche, Rainbow, Revenge, Talbot, and Un- 
daunted. 

H. M. ship Hyacinth (18) has been commissioned, and Commander F. P. 
Blackwood appointed to her. 

The depots of the 7th, r2th, 51st, 84th, 86th, and 94th regiments aro^ll 
here and at Gosport. A major, captain, and four subalterns of the 51st, are 
ordered to Corfu to join the head-quarters of the regiment. T6 relievo the 
tedium of winter-quarters, the oflicers of the garrison intend to get up some 
amateur plays : the first will take place this evening. The detained Dutch 
ships are in the harbour, and there appears little prbbability of release. 

Of the combined squadron, as it is the fashion to call the ships under the 
orders of Vice-Admiral Sir P. Malcolm, I can only say none have been here 
since I last wrote. I believe the Donegal, Talavera, Malabar, Conway, Sa- 
tellite, and Emerald, composing the English part, are in the Downs, and 
three of the French ships with them : the Castor, Stag, and Larne are cruiz- 
iiag. 1 think I heard the Revenge had gone to Plymouth, to embark and 
convey a regiment to Cork. The Creole, a French corvette, on her way from 
the Downs to Cherbourg, was compelled to put in to Spithead for shelter, 
during the heavy S.W. gales which prevailed during the middle of the month 

The following midshipmen have passed for lieutenants, at the Royal Naval 
College, since those last published in the United Service Journal : — 


Mr. J. D. C. Rosa. *. 

— Atkinson . . • 

— W. Pridhan. . . 

— Smith . . • • 

— Branch . . • 

— Madden . • . 

— R. W. Otv^ay. . 

— Edward Heathcote 

— Cudlip , , , 

— A. Heseltine • • 

— C. O. Hayes . • 

— F, Andrew • . 


. of the Vernon. 

. late of the Volage. 
of the Vernon, 
of the Briton. 

. late of the Crocodile. 
. late of the Sulphur. 

. of the St, Vincent, 

• late of the Briton. 

• late of the Sulphur, 

• of the Asia. 

• of the Victory. 

, of the San J osef. 


P. 


Devonport, 20th February, 1833. 

Mr. Editor, — The flattering hopes which we naval men were some weeks 
since led to entertain of soon having sometliing more to tto, having now sub- 
sided, we have but little that is novel or interesting to wnie upon. From our 
shipping list we have to inform' you, that on the 24th ult. his Majesty’s ship 
Revenge arrived from the eastward. On the 25th, the Vernon went out of Ha- 
moaze, to the Sound. The Griffin and Forrester sailed for j^frica on the 26th. 
The flag of Vice-Admiral Sir G. Cockburn,G.C.B., was hoisted and saluted 
on board the Vernon, on the 29th! The Revenge, Comus, and Vernon, sailed 
on tho 30th. The Comus returned on the 1st February. On the Gth, the 
Plymouth Royal Naval Club dined together to celebrate the anniversary of 
Sir John T. Duckworth’s victory over a French squadron at St. Domingo, 
the whole of which Were captured or destroyed; thus completing a series of 
four naval victories in the short space of eight mouths, byVhich thirty ships 
of the lino were wrested from our nautical antagonis*ts. On tlTe 9th, the Rover 
sloop sailed for the Mediterranean, having embarked Col. Campbell, Consul 
for Egypt. The Comus was taken into dock, having been a-ground upon tha 
Tinker shoal, and knocked off the foot of the stem and fore end of the keel. 
On the night of Wednesday, tho Jl 3th, it blew a gale from S.W, with heavy 
squalls, during which a Spanish schooner, laden with nuts, drbvo on shore in 
Deadman’s-bay, Catwater, and went to pieces ; the crew were ^fortunately 
saved. Another vessel, likewise drove on shore in the gale, but was after^ 
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wards pot olT with but litUe damage. On the 14th, the Rover and Griffin 
put back to the sound. His Majesty’s ship Spartiate, with Rear-Admiral 
Sir M. Seymour’s %g, came in on the 16th, and the Vernon was seen pass- 
ing by from Torbay, whither she had ])een driven for shelter during the late 
gales. The Spartiate disabled two of her anchors when riding in Torbay, 
and has been supplied with new ones from this dock yard ; it is stated, that 
her topmast rigging is defective, though just fitted new from the store-house. 
Tl!6*Comus was undocked the 19th. The P> ramus frigate is nearly ready 
for proceeding to Halifax, where she is to lie as a*receiving and guard-ship. 

As you ffiive inserted, iu former Numbers of your Journal, the proposals 
for forming a Naval Annuitant Society at Portsmouth, as well as those for a 
Military Fund, perhaps ypu will permit those who have had some experience 
in the working of such institutions, to call the attention of such as may be 
about to constitute the soci(dies proposed, to the excellent work of Mr. Bab- 
bage upon that subject, and to the firtidamental principle laid down by him, 
namely, “ that the scale of subscriptions, and other pa> meiits into the So- 
ciety, should ho so eipiitably amf so nicely adjusted to the number and 
amount of the amiuities and other claims to he paid out of it, that whenever 
it may hsi])p(‘n to decline, the funds shall he just sutlieient to meet the ftift 
demand which can be made upon Ibem.” As this incontrovertible principle 
does not recognize anything like a permanent unappropriated capital, and 
both the Royal Naval Annuitant Society established here in 1823, and all 
others erected after its model, do (u*eate such unappropriated cajiital, it 
follows that the principal error of those societies arises therefrom ; wdiile the 
Royal Naval Annui1aut,in particular, has committed an irr(‘1rievable mistake 
iu paying to its first Annuitants a vast deal more than th(‘y wx'rc e(juitably 
entitled to. It has been asserted in the Porlsmonth papers, that the large 
number of shares allowed to be taken lyy any one member in the R())al 
Naval Annuitant Society, is the cause of its declining annuities: hut this is. 
erroneous, because, if no member held more thap one sliiire, the amount of 
the annuities would continue to decline \yhile its present mode of distribution 
is followed; hut, on the otlier hand, if (he annuitios were equitably propor- 
tioned to the subscriptions, it would he sqfe to allow ten shares us one. 

It is oonteuded by an auon> inous writer hero (“ Q in a Corner”), “that 
the inequitable payment of annuities by this .society will eventually reduce 
them below 4/., and when suhsciibcrs cease to enter, below I2.v.” (iire- 
suming, we suppose, that the Soriety’h capital remains untouched) ; but with- 
out going the full length of this gloom) aiilicipalion, the porrectucss of the 
principle upon which it is founded cannot he denied ; and, therefore, while 
annuitant societies founded upon correct principles would be highly bene- 
ficial both to Naval and Military officers and their families, any attempt to 
erect them, without strictly adhering to the dfictrinc of Mr. Babbage, must be 
pregnant with delusion, mischief, and ruin. 

Tlio Portsmouth Naval Annuitant Society professes to pay 25/. reversionary 
annuity for an annual *,ubscriptioii of U*. for each year of the ago of the sub- 
scriber on his entrance into the Society, if his nominee he of his own ago; 
and when the ages differ, a fine is to he paid to cover the difference. The 
first (juestion here is, will the subslcriptien hear out 1«lie annuity? And 
sficonclly, is there any necessary connexion between the progression of the 
age and the subscription ? In reply to tho first, it is said if the Portsmouth 
Annuitant Society can pay 25/. to the nominees of a member, each aged forty, 
the Equitable ftisurance‘'Office must get an enormous profit, as it will not 
insure an annuity under the same circumstances of more than one-fourth of 
that sura. Now allowing the full force of great profits to the Equitable, and 
great saving in management to the Naval Societies, yet it is pretty well un- 
derstood, that when a more thar ‘commoc profit can bo obtained, there will 
be great competition in that ti*ade— three hundred per cent, would, therefore, 
be a strong inducement for ofher insurance associations to coqipete with them ; 
but we do not find that any of the number which have come, into the field 



rSIMCIPAI. PORTS AND' STATIONS. * 42^? 

cut much under the Equitable, taking all circumstances Into consideration as 
shewn by Mr. Babbage ; and thence it may be concluded they cannot safely 
do so, and that the Naval Societies are acting on fallacious principles. If such 
societies pay from their funds in the early years three or four times more than 
they ought to do, it will be evident that the future annuitants must suffer 
thereby, and probably at the end of forty years, they would only be able to 
pay 3/. instead of ‘25/. The Portsmouth Naval Annuitant Society has it in 
its power now to retrace its steps before it gets entangled with conllicfin’g 
interests ; and it is hoped its managers will see the necessity of doijjg so, before 
Time, the great rofornier, makes them/ee/ it. 

Til justice to myself, it is lU'cessary I should remark upon the note appended 
to my communication in your last Number, that whoever may have sent you 
the “ authenticated comwunicaiion' you mention, he appears to have been 
induced to do so by the desire to conceal the paucity of those who supported 
his uiiforlunatc friend; an offence wlfich, in charity, I would not have too 
severely visited upon a discomfited opponent. My statement that the Reso- 
lution alluded to “ was carrie<l by a large majority,” was made from pc-rsonal 
observation, and supported by the testimony of many others, particularly that 
of \he most respei* table witness who stood forward upon that occasion, and 
who told me on the following day, that he considered the number in favour 
of Sir Edward Oodrington to have been two-thirds of those in the hall. In 
corroboration of this, 1 would ask how it happoiied, if my statement was in- 
eoiTcct, that “ the prevaflin^ opinion in the tjorougir was, as you admit, in 
coincidence with mine? Public opinion is seldom at variance with truth; and 
it cannot, in this instance, he supposed to have been guided by any other inllu- 
eiiee. I therefore cannot permit any supposed inaccuracy of#nine to be attri- 
hutud to partiality tor a particular person, however exalted his character ; and 
while I can fearlessly defy your authentic" informant to disprove my state- 
ment by any vespeelahle and unbiassed 1(*stimoii} , I cannot succumb, even 
to so impartial a person as yourself, Mr, Editor, in either the desire” or tlie 
endeavour “ to be just.” Alpha. 


Pembroke, February 17, 1833. 

Mn. Editor, — The African, Admiralty steamer, has boon for some lime 
employed in Milford Haven, removing the Uragon and Hannibal, liiie-of- 
b.ittlcs, hitlierto employed as lazarettos, from the quarantine ground, to moor- 
ings opposite the Royal Dock-Yard at Pater. It is still understood that tlicso 
ships arc to be fitted up forthwith for the rereption of three lumdred convicts, 
and a guard of one hundred and fifty marines. Be this^s it may, they are 
finally removed from the Quarantine Establishment, the reduction in which 
has now reached what the Pnvy Council conceive ought to he its utmost 
degree of retrenchment ; the only vessels remaining as lazarettos at this port, 
being the Villc dc Paris, Milford, Gibraltar, Triumph, and Saturn. Captain 
Henry Bourchier, R.N. still retains the superintendence of this service, with 
Lieutenant George, R.N. ; Mr. Davies, Master, R.N. ; and Mr. Williams, 
Purser, R.N., as assistants. ^ 

The launch of tlib Royal William, of one huiidred and twenty guns, is fixed 
to take place at six o’clock, p.m., on the 2d of April next. It is expccteVl 
that the concourse of spectators will be immense ; as this known to be tho 
largest ship ever built in Great Britain, her dimensiops having been increased 
since she was laid down. Much interest has been created, throughout tho 
Principality of Wales particularly, relative to the launching this noble vessel. 
His Majesty had at first contemplated being present in person, and we believe 
had signified his intention to honour Eaid Cawdor with another visit at Stack- 
pole Court upon this occasion ; but state affairs will now, in all probability, 
alter tho royal determination. Persons of distinction, however, 'from all parts, 
}iave made arrangements for witnessing the splendid spectacle. Steam-boats 

viU, it i»‘8(u4 start from Liverpool, Bristol, and l{e)0iul| epnying passengers 
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from those places, to see this stupendous specimen of Naval Architecture 
rush to “ her home upon the deep.” 

The Rodney, to carry ninety guns upon two decks, upon the plan of the 
American second-rates, is nearly finished building at Pembroke-yard, and 
will be launched shortly after the Royal William. The repairs of the Blen- 
heim, seventy-four guns, now in dock at this port, are almost completed ; 
but she has not been cut down to a frigate as was at first contemplated. 

*One of the most afflicting grievances of the Royal Naval Service, at this 
moment, admits of so simple a remedy, that we feel confident it is only neces- 
sary to brin§ the same under notice of the Admiralty, through the valuable 
medium of the United Service Journal, to put a stop to the evil. There are hun- 
dreds of midshipmen now out of employ, from wanting interest to obtain ships; 
and hundreds of others, pining with that “ hope deferred which maketh the 
heart sick,” unable to obtain advancement in their profession, from the circum- 
stance of there being too many mid&hipmen in the sci'vice. Surely if the 
Admiralty are compelled to withhold preferment from these officers, or are 
oven at a loss to aflbrd them employment, it is highly unjust to keep admit- 
ting fresh victims in this capacity. Sir James Graham evidently means to 
act fairly, impartially, and honourably by the Navy — than Sir Thomas Ilaltfy, 
there is not a better officer, an abler seamen, or a more honest man in the 
profession : we submit, therefore, to the justice of these gontlcmen, wdiether 
it may not be an act worthy of their administration, to issue directions, that 
no more volunteers of the First Class shall be entered^ till every midship^ 
man and mate is furnished with a ship, who may be desirous of contitiuing 
in the service^ A year or two of an embargo like this will be sufficient ; 
and after that, by limiting the admission of volunteers according to the pro- 
motion of mates and lieutenants, all redundancy will be avoided— a great 
source of discontent removed— thousands of worrjing applications to the 
Admiralty extinguished — and fair play given to every midshij)man who has 
already served, or may hereafter enter on board ary of “ His Majesty's ships 
or vessels of war.” 


Milford Haven, 14th Jan. 1833. 

“ Nothing extenuate nor set down aught in malice.” 

Mr. Editor, — It is a customary thing with adults, when children will not 
do what they are desired, to stimulate them by contradiction, or even dare 
them. For instance, if one be asked to say the little piece his mother with 
great labour and much anxiety has taught him, and he refuses, he is imme- 
diately upbraided with inability, and told he never could repeat it now 
such, I calculate, just the situation of” Vindex.” who dates his communi- 
cation in your last Number from Ilfracombe. He has a smattering -aye, 
and but a smattering— of the proceedings taking place at this port for the 
Anglo-Hibernian packet communication, and he endeavours by daring me 
to obtain furthei^'information on the subject. His efforts, however, will prove 
abortive, nor will he by any of his taunts cause me to afford him one iota 
of intelligence. 

And now, Mr. Editor, I have done with the eligibility oi;ineligibility of the 
station, as I plainly see my opponent “ Peregrinator” is unable to contend, 
or even write for public inspcclJon. This is evinced both by his permitting 
another to take up the gauntlet thrown down for himself, and by the admis- 
sion made by» his friend “Vindex.” My end is answered: “ Vindex” 
acknowledges the communication of ** Peregrinator was hasty, and that a 
little allowance would probably have rendered the queries more intelligible, 
and perhaps the compositor had a difficulty in deciphering the composition,'* 
leaving the sense of the author still in a state of doubt : all this but esta- 
blishes the statements in my last, and Having them thus conffrmed by the 
vindicator of my opponent, I consider ^myself doubly victorious, 

Pardon my lengthy epistle, of which, in justice to m'y reputation, 1 claim 
^ the insertion, and am yours, &c., Nauticus, 
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GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE UNITED SERVICE JOURNAL. 


Naval and Miliiat'y Sinecures. 

Mr. Editor, — It is diificult to say whether the dull cant of Mr. 
Hutne, the lively boasting of Sir James Graham, the gentlemanly find 
soldier-like bearing of Sir Francis Burdett, or the personalty of Mr. 
M. O'Connell predominates most in the reports of the speeches of these 
gentlemen, on the late motion to abolish what they are pleased to brand 
as “ Naval and Military Sinecures but it is very certain that Sir 
James Graham is as competent (and in no greater degree) to delineate 
the feelings of a soldier and analyse the military profession, as Mr, 
Hume is logically to discuss any question, or rationally to demonstrate 
any proposition. 

,,^ith Mr. Hume's logic, however, we soldiers have little to do; the 
Speaker may indeed hardly earn his ^lension, if there be any great addi- 
tion to the prating portion of the House of Commons ; but how the 
lavish application of a pension to the Speaker of the House can legiti« 
mately afford an argument by which to wrest from his majesty the pre- 
rogative of conferring military ^rewards, is a subject lit for the ingenuity 
of Mr. Hume himself. 

Sir James Graham's vaunting as to what he has donf^ or, more cor- 
rectly, undone^ is much on a par with Mr. Cobbett's professions as to 
what he intends to do. It would be well if the Baronet's speech were 
only remarkable for the vanity and egotism evinced in it ; but he has 
presumed — a civilian at t(ie head of the Admiralty of Great Britain — to 
enunciate a Jibel upon the military profession, he has volunteered the 
assertion, that the military profession is considered a mercenary one, 
and has ventured to declare, that they who enter it are “ actuated by mo- 
tives of a compound nature,” and is of opinion that “ the members of 
that profession will not make great exertions, unless sufficient pay be 
secured.” Mr. Editor, and is it come to this ? are we to be told by a 
member of his Majesty's Government that we belong to a mercenary 
profession — that our exertions are to be measured by the pay we may 
expect— that we encounter the privations, the difficufties*, and dangers 
incidental to the service for iKe sake of gain, for the pittance which is 
secured to us on retiring from the service? Well may the Lay First 
Lord of the Admiralty prate in this strain ; no doubt he encounters all 
the dangers to which his high. office exposes him, looking forward to 
home, to retirement^ to ease and competency granted by a grateful 
country ; he nobly ventures hi| beloved person (but in a carriage) to the 
piercing cold, the chilling damps which he may encounter between the 
Admiralty^nd the House of Commons f no dohbt he estimates the 
dangers and privations of a soldier's life light in^ comparison to those ; 
he thinks that men as well bred, aye, and as highly educated a3*he, are 
content to separate themselves for years from their families, from their 
homes, from their connexions, from their country, and to pass such 
periods in pestilential climates at the alipost certain loss of health ; to 
drag many a wearied but cheerful step over hundreds of leagues of 
country ; to encounter hunger, and thirst, and privation of every kind ; 
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to courtr death and danger, and mutilation and wounds — thus to act and 
thus to suffer, not from the unalloyed stimulus which a love of country, 
and the ndble ambition of serving it in arms affords, but from a com- 
pound feelings from a desire to obtain “ a competency." Does the Lay- 
lord really fancy that motives of this “ compound nature" will induce a 
man to expose his person on a breach, and energetically and cheerfully 
to Jead his followers to all but certain death 'V Sir James Graham’s love 
of economy, or love of competency, or love ease, or love of money, 
may induct him to it — We are sure his soklier-like feeling or his love of 
Fatherland never will. We doubt, however, its ever having been the 
urging prihciple with a British officer, at all events since the day of 
the iJaronet’s countryman, Major Dugald Dalgetty : and here we wrong 
the Major; he felt as a soldier for^the honour of the profession he had 
embraced, but Sir James cannot evidently understand such an incentive. 

What a contrast do the speeches of the Baronets, Sir James Graham 
and Sir Francis Burdett, present 1 Ilow differently constituted must those 
men’s minds be which could evolve opinions so opposite ! Sir Fraatis 
feels, and thinks, and speaks like a soldier; Sir James like a Free 
Trader to India, forward to the fifth voyage to realize a fortune. 

But, Mr. Editor, We may seem to admit that competency awaits every 
mali“who makes great efforts” — that such men may, at all events, rea- 
sonably expect “ ease and comfort in old age” — whereas it is noto- 
rious that many men do not secure the interest of the money expended 
to attain their rank; that not one-tenth of the men who enter the army 
attain the rank of Captain, the half-pay of which is \21L 15s. a year; 
that not one-fifiielll attain the rank of Major, the half-pay of which is 
173/. 7s. 6d.; and that not one in many hundn'ids are appointed to those 
few “ sinecures” which Mr. Ilume, ad capinndnm vulgns^ (Sir Francis 
Burdett has well defined the motion,) would in his zeal annihilate. Sir 
Francis justly remarked that British officers, to whom regiments and 
governments are given, are emeriti and not sinccurists; and it would be 
well if the classic Baronet had further enlightened the plodding econo- 
mist, Iby informing him that cmerilm designates a man who has served 
faithfully and honourably, and has therefore purchased and has a moral 
right to that winch, in the House of Commons, is oflen miscalled a 
sinecure. , o 

The sinecures Mr. Hume would abolish are then, strictly speaking, 
not sinecures, but stipendia emerita, preemia vel commoda militicB ; the 
abuse ormisapplicatioa in a few solilarycascs of the funds, which belong 
to and constitute the vested right of the veteran officers of the British 
army, affords no argument by Which to cut them off and annihilate them 
altogether. 

The British army may indeed feel hint when they*see the favoured 
Brother of an enfant who never comnianded a troop ^ company 
in action, decorated with the* highest insignia of an order intended to 
marie the veteran leader of many a well-fought field ; and they may rea- 
sonably deprecate any misapplication of fUnds which can be ill diverted 
from more veteran comrades in arms. Never, howevet,* will the officers 
of the British army think with Sir James Graham, who, in effect, says; 

** O civefl, cives, qcsdreiida pacuiiia primuili, 

* Virtus post nummos.” 

aether will they feel wUh Sir Fratfeis Burdett,-- 
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“ Virtus 

InfeaminatU fulget honoribus ; 

Nec sumtt nut ponit secures 
Arbiirio popular i» aura. 

Virtus, recliidens tmmen/ts inori 
Cffiliim lidgat^ tentat iter via; 

Catusqne vulqares et iidam 
Spernit liuinum.’* 

I am, Mr. Editor, yours, — A n Old SoLDJEif. 


The Maltese. 

Mr. Editor, — The^vritev of an arliole in your December Nmtibcr, entitled 
“ The March of Intellect at Malta,” lla^ill" a])pealed to the odicors of the' 
garrison in support of his opinions, and, as silence on their part might bo 
construed into an appnnnl of th(‘ sartie, we, llu* undersigned, individually 
beg that you uill, in an early Number iifler the receipt of this letter, publish 
our dissent from the opinions olfcTod by tHb aiilhor of the article alluded to, 
as to the charaeter, dispositions, and habits of the Maltese. 

‘•"Wo must exiiress oiir regret, that you should luue so far deviated from the 
professed prliidililcs of yoUr Journal, as to ha\o pohnittefl tile insertion in its 
eolinuns of an arlicle by an anonymous author, containing such low and 
s<*urril(nis matter, neither founded on facts, nor evincing a knowledge of those 
whom he has thus so gratuitously and ungenerously abused ; and between 
whom and ourselves there exists the greatest cordiality and friendship. 

We subscribe ourselves, Mr. Editor, your obedient Servants. 


F. Ponsonby, IMaj.-Gon. 

11, Elpliinstoiic, Bt. C.B., Colonel com- 
manding Royal Engineers. 

Thos. Briggs, Rear-Admiral. 

H. B.ilne.ivis, Lieut.-Col., To,^n Major. 
W. Th}iuie, iVIaj. Roj.il Fiisileers. 

S. Ilolines, Maj., Assist.-Mil. 

Hairy 1). Jones, (’apt. Royal Engineers, 
J. M‘Nair, Lieut.-Col. 73d Regt 
J. Piestwood Lucas, Otd. Med, Dep. 

A. Wright, Capt. Royal Artillery. 

C. Sievewiight, Lieut. Royal Fusileers. 
Richard Slu il, Lieut, y Itli Ihgt. 

A. II. Fiazer, Lieut. Ko>al Ar1dler^^ 

J. Gaitible, Lieut. -I’ol. ihnal Aitilleiy. 
William Eyre, Capt. 7Jd Regt. 

John Bu\^es, Paymaster, 73d Regt. ^ 
J. Gray, C.ijit. Royal Artillery. ® 

B. Browne, Lieut. 73d Regt. 


G. W'. Paty, Lieut.-Cok com. 94th Regt. 
F. Meek, Capt. 94th Regt. 

O. T. Lindsay, Capt. 94th Regt. 

J. W^ Randolph, Capt. 94th Regt. 

T. Tulloch, Lieut, 94th Regt. 

W. II. Fibk, Paymaster, 91th Regt. 
Frederick ])ix. Surgeon, 94fhUogt. 

R. M‘Cleverty, Lieut. 94th Regt. 

T. R. Baker, ('apt. Royal Fuftileers. 

W. (i. Eyie, Lieut. Roy al Fiisilcers. 

H. St. John Mildmay, Lieut. Royid Fus. 
J. Hutchinson, Maj. Royal FiKsileefs, 

(4. B. llriiiiiltoii, Lieut. Royal Fusileers. 
H. Chichester, Lieut, lioyal Fusileers. 

J. Stuait, (’apt. Royal Fusileers. 

J, B.utou, Capt., Dtn. Barrack Mast. 

T. Ciauier Robed s,^A. 1). C. 

Chailes (Tordoil, Lietit.-Col. 42d Regt. 

J. U‘Briei,i, Royal Fusileers. 


Malta, 10th January, 1833. 

We insert the foregoing teptimonial with great 'pleasure, but beg leave 
to protest against the assumption,* that by ghing a pUux) to the letter from 
whi( 5 h it dissents, we have de\iated from the “professed principles” or the 
proper course of this Journal — namely! to afford impartial access to general 
ojnuions upoh rclovaiil subjects. It docs not follow that all observers are th 
mink aliko,*or judge correctly of the objeetif they view and attempt to de- 
scribe. Where distance intervenes, atvd^’the power of verily fng facts is neces- 
sarily remote or unattainable, much must be taken on credit - always e^jcepting 
personalities. In the present case, the remarks of our incidental correspondent 
were general and plausible, and might have proved as correct as they are 
above represented to have been wrong. The very appi^al to the ofiicers of the 
garrison suggested a primd facie presumption of credibility. The antidote, 
however, is equally ready ; and we repeat our satisfaction in publishing this 
document, wUch ^onfuteamor, andcuniirms the fairnessof our practice, 
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TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 


The detailed ^lar'rative of the Siege of Antwerp, which we this month 
offer to our readers, has, it will he perceived, absorbed the whole space 
usy^ally devoted to varieties, the unavoidable exclusion of which will be un- 
derstood and excused by our numerous contribi^tors. Even the addition of 
an extra sV^set has only enabled us to bring in a portion of our regular 
records ; but we have deemed “ The Siege a subject of direct concern to all 
branches of the Service, and claiming priority over less prominent though 
equally interesting topics. 

The account has been derived frora authentic sources ; and, having been 
transmitted from abroad in detached portions, has cost, in preparation, UQ 
inconsiderable share of labour and time. If, from the above cause, and the 
consequent impossibility of reference during correction, minor inaccuracies 
should be detected, or should any points m the general operations described, 
seem at variance with the experience of other eye-witnesses, we shall feel 
indebted for any authentic correction or competent opinion upon the subject, 
— our aim being to furnish the most accurate information attainable upon 
this interesting and singular event. We sye enabled to pledge ourselves for 
the accuracy of the Plan, which is a reduced of the original in the 
possession of General Haxo. 

Our Narrative forms the only existing liistory of the Siege of Antwerp. 

Amongst the matter excluded, as we have above stated, from our present 
Number, besides the mass of diversified articles usually classdd in the body 
of the work, we regret to enumerate nearly a volume of Correspondence, a 
score of Reviews, many Memoirs, Courts -Martial, Parliamentary Debates, 
the new Warrant for the pensioning of Soldiers, Annals, &c. &c. 


We would willingly reply in detail to our Correspondents and Contri- 
butors, had we tipie at our command, or were our friends less numerous or 
considerate than they are : — Our post, at least, is not a Naval and Military 
Sinecmc and we frankly assure our Correspondents that every communi- 
cation which reaches our hands meets with its due share of consideration ; 
but to write letters in reply, or furnish a catalogue raisonn^ of each com- 
munication in this scant corner, would far “exceed our mortal powers. -We, 
therefore, hope that involuntary silepce on our part, or the temporary omis- 
eion of contributions, may, in no case, Ke construed into undeserved ne- 
glect. The perusal oi^ crubbec^ manuscripts, and the judgment upon them, 
ig hot the affair^)f a moment ; it is, moreover, our province to choose the 
fiUing time anti place for bringing forward each subject, with a view to the 
professional -objects of the Journal, the writer s credit, and our own. 


We shall in future devote a corner to Wdensed notices of Xietters which 
we may be unable, bom want of room, to insert entire. 
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NAVAL AND MILITARY REGISTER. 


AFFAIRS AT HOME AND ABROAD. 

On Tuesday the 29th ult., the first Parliament under the New Act 
met, and proceeded to the election of a Speaker, — the candidates pro- 
posed being the late Speaker, Mr. Manners Sutton, and Mr. Littleton. 
The former was chosen, the numbers being 241 to 31, and was imme- 
diately installed, amidst nearly unanimous acclamation. On Tuesday 
tl»^ 6th instant, Parliament was opened by the King in person, A 
brawling and prolix debate on the Address was carried on by adjourn- 
ment to the fourth sitting, when two amendments were thrown out by 
majorities of 388 and 333 respectively ; the numbers on the first being 
40 to 482, — on the second 60 to 393. 

The subsequent proceedings ^f the new assembly have been dis- 
tinguished by marked evidence of chan^e^ without any symptom of 
“ reform ** — a phrase which, if it mean anything, shoukl signify im- 
provement The general discussions of the House are extraneous to 
our pages, but we cannot refrain from adverting, however briefly, to 
the insulting and virulent tone assumed by the party of Destructives, 
headed by Hume, towards the members and establishments of the 
United Service. 

We have been long accustomed to trite and tricksy declamation on 
this subject by the same parties, both in and out of Parliament ; and, 
hitherto, thanks to generous and national predilections, not yet cast into 
utter shade by the glare of the new lights, these senseless schemes and 
sorry vituperations have been taken generally at their real value. We 
regret, however, to observe a growing tendency on the part of the 
mere herd of our new-fangled legislators to listen with complacency to 
insult or encroachment directed against the military profession, to de- 
grade and despoil which, fresh ground is broken and new batteries are 
unmasked upon every opening that presents itself. This fire of the 
banded Condottwi of St. Stephen*s is not, we are pained to admit, 
always replied to with the spirit and unanimity expected from those 
who,' inter alia, specially represent our “ order " in Parliament ; and 
who, from the justice of their caus^, the strength of their ramparts, 
and the halo of their glory, are so capabld of a triumphant defence. * 
Upon a recent occasion, however, we observed with satisfaction the 
prompt and practical effects of that latent esprit.de cofps^ to whicl} we 
appesd, roused till it smote and repulsed the insolent foe. 

To what the increasing audacity of these attacks may be directly owing 
we can only surmise. That the claims, rights and national importance 
of the Services have not undergone dinynution is palpable — that they 
are subject to a designing process of depreciation is equally clear, and 
easily accounted (or with reference to«the quarter from which they are 
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assailed. If the Government be weak enough, which we can hardly con- 
ceive possible in so critical a state of public affairs, to encourage, by 
even the semblance of acquiescence, these premeditated aggressions 
upon establishments which we are justified in styling the bulwarks of the 
country, a heavy and hopeless responsibility will be theirs. 

In the mean time we earnestly recommend the Services to be united 
aifd true to themselves — in the confident assurance that we shall aid in 
fighting tljeir battle and our own to the last drop of our ink. 


A Bill conferring almost unlimited powers upon Government for the 
suppression of the disturbances in Ireland, which have grown to a 
frightful and intolerable pitch of unbridled crime and terrorism, has 
passed the Lords, and awaits the decision of the Commons. That 
country will, effectively, be placed under Martial Law — the “ vltima 
ratio** of every form or re-form of Government that ever was or pvcr 
shall be. This measure, the absolute and instant necessity for which 
cannot be doubted, is a pendant for the etat de siege of our very excel- 
lent friends and Mentors— the French. 


The affairs of Don Pedro, who is still shut up in Oporto, are stated, 
with increasinl' confidence, to be desperate. It is certain that he is not 
desired in the country he has invaded. Colonel Solignac, a French 
officer, having beeli appointed to the chief command of bis forces, with 
the preposterous title of Marshal, attempted, on the 24th of January, a 
sortie or reconnoissance in the direction of San Joao da Foz and the 
mouth of tlie Douro ; — but, being foiled, as he states, owing to a failure 
of co-operation on the part of the reserve and fleet, he was compelled to 
withdraw with loss. Mutinies were frequent and serious amongst the 
Ex-emperor’s motley partisans. The bombardment of the city continued. 


Ibrahim Pasha has unwillingly halted in iiis career; an armistice for 
forty days having been concluded with the Turks, by the mediation of 
the Russian and French ministers. Ibrsfhim was expected to advance 
at the expiration of the truce, should not instructions to the contrary be 
received in thecinterim from his father. 


The Batavo-Belgic question remains in statu spite of some 
{reshfanfaroniiade on the part of the Anglo-Gallic Protocollists. 


France is *priftcipal]y occupied with ministerial squabbles, while the 
army at pr&sent reposes on its laurels, and dreams of refreshing them. 


The young King of Greece (the Bavarian Prince Otho) has reached 
hfs classic dominions, escorted, bowevei', by a safeguard from his Fa- 
therland. 
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PRESBNTATtON OF Colours TO THE and kind Sovereign has mark&l his 
OOthLiGHT Infantry.— The imposing approbation, to the delight of the* 
ceremony of presenting a new stand of whole army, by naming him Colonel 
colours to the above regiment took of the Fusileers — when also we look 
place in the square of the Royal Hos- around us and see how much we are 
pital, Kilmainham, on the 21st of honoured by the company of numbers 
January last. After the usual |pre- of that fair sex, ambitious of whose 
liminaries, of consecration, &c., the applause, and influenced by wholh 
Commander of the Forces, Lieutebant- charms men have been encouraged to 
General Sir Hussey Vivian, upon whom deeds of valour almost su^rhuman; 
this gratifying duty devolved, addressed I say, how much more interesting be- 
the regiment to the following pur- comes the ceremony on the present 
port: — occasion — how much more imposing 

ought it to be rendered, and, I may 

“ Colonel Arbutlinot, Officers, Non- add, how much must I feel, and how 
Commissioned Officers, and Soldiers deeply, regret my own inadequacy to 
of the 90th Light Infantry: — The do justice to it. — On such an occasion 
purpose for which we are hero assein- it is customary, it is right to refer to 
bled this day, is to perform one of the those opportunities the corps to which 
most solemn, one of the most interest- the colours are to he presented has had 
in g, and one that ought to he rendered of distinguishing itself before its 
one of the most imposing of our military enemies. It is right, I say, that this 
ceremonies. But if the description I should be the case : it brings to tho 
have now given of it, is that which ie recollection of the old soldiers, days of 
api)licable to it on all occasions, how honour and of glory, of which they 
much more so must it be on the present have reason to be proud®- it stimulates 
occasion, when we look to the situation the young soldiers to emulate the con- 
in whi(5h wc are now assembled, sur- duct of the old in t^Jose days that are 
rounded by a building, appropriatetl to come ; and in referring to such op- 
by a munificent and grateful nation, to portunitics, although in the case of 
llie residence of its brave old soldiers ; this regiment they have not occurred 
— when we considt*r by how many of so frequently as in the case of some of 
Jhose brave men wc are attended, who its more fortunate fellow- soldiers, still, 
fought and bled in their country’s it is gratifying to recollect that when 
cauhc, in that long and arduous striig- such opportunities have occurred, they 
gle, so triumphantly, and so gloriously have been nobly taken advantage of, 
concluded, and amongst whom, this and the steadiness and courage of the 
day, 1 had hoped to Ih'uc enumerated corps has been proudly asserted. At 
that gallant soldier now at the head of an early period of my military life, it was 
the Government in this country ~ that my good fortune to bocon^e intimately 
brilliant leader, who placed himself in known to that distinguished individual 
the front of the British cavalry, and who raised this regiment ; who, at an 
led it against that of France, in some advanced period of his own life (I mean 
of the most successful charges made advanced for first commencing that of 
during the late war' that brave man a soldier), quitted his home at his 
who, in the command of that cavalry, country’s call, and whose whole career 
fought so nobly, and . suftered «o se- was one of continued and eminent ser- 
verely, in that great battle which vices— who, to use the words of the , 
hurled Napoleon from his throne, and Duke of Wellington, ‘ closed that ca- 
gavo peace to Europe -(but for his rcej^ in Ihe Peninsula, after having 
absence, occasioned alone by his illness, established witliin the French terrUory 
1 am requested to express his regret) the troops of the allied British and 
— when 1 see b^ my side a General Portuguese army, which b^d been so 
Officer, who, during the whole of the frequently distinguished under his 
Peninsular campaign, in the command command,’ and who afterwards having 
of a most distinguished regiment, did* been a^ain called into service, planned 
himself immortal honour, and his andcarriwl into effect that most ex- 
country invaluable soi^^ice, and in re- traordinary military enterprise, the 
>ivard for such service, a considerate,i surprise of Bergen-op-Zoom— an en- 
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^ Lf which may said to have been 
completely successM as far as regarded 
the General under whose orders it was 
undertaken^ and which failed solely 
from some unfortunate and accidental 
misunderstanding of orders by the 
tro(^ engaged— an cnterprize de- 

S Rated by Buonaparte as one of the 
dost and first military exploits ever 
imagined *br attempted. It was my 
fortune also in early life to be quartered 
for two years with this regiment in the 
^rrison of Gibraltar — that I had the 
Eanpiness to form an acquaintance, 
and I may add, a friendship— a friend- 
ship that I am proud to say has e:^isted, 
and exists up to the present time, with 
that most amiable and excellent man 
and admirable officer at the head of 
his Majesty’s army. I there also be- 
came intimate with the other offi- 
cers of the corps — I there became ac- 
quainted with the merits of the corps 
itself. The friendship thus established 
led me naturally, when parted from it, 
still to regard i^^s progress with anxiety, 
and to look with interest to all such 
events as were conducive to its success 
and its honour. Iff was therefore with 
great pleasure that I learnt it was one 
of those regiments brought together 
to form the army when England put 
forth that wonderful instance of her 
power, and assembled her legions from 
the four quarters of the gloho, in order 
to expel the invading enemy from the 
territories of an ancient and faithful 
ally. This regiment then formed, I 
say, part of that force so assembled on 
the burning plaips of Egypt— on those 
burning plains, where, in days of yore, 
the lion-hearted king of England 
led his chivalry to teats of arms — by 
which they ha^vo been immortalized. 
On that holy land where, for the 
first time, a check was given to the 
career of that extraordinary man, whose 
victories in Italy had already rendered 
•him 80 celebrated, by a British naval 
chief, a Christian knight, who raised 
the unioR flag of England on the wdlls 
of iCese. It ^as, 1 say, on the burning 
sands of that country, that this regi- 
meht, under the command of Colonel, 
now lord Hill, forming the advanced 
guard of the army, and for the first 
time meeting the enemy, whilst 
jseverely engaged and under a fir0» of 
tttillcry and of musketry suddenly 


finding themselves assailed by a large 
body of the enemy's cavalry, received 
the attack with all the coolness of vete- 
rans, gave their fire— defeated and 
disper^ them. After that in the 
great victory in which fell one of the 
oldest, and bravest of our Generals — 
nobly fell at the head of the army he 
comnftinded, and from which resulted 
the evacuation of Egypt by the enemy 
— this regiment again was eminently 
distinguished by its valour, its steadi- 
ness, and its good conduct ; the proud 
memorials of these two occasions arc 
borne on your colours. Subsequently, 
I find its services were called for in the 
West Indies, that inhospitable climate, 
to which, in support of her commercial 
interests and political power, England 
is under the necessity of calling for the 
services of her soldiers— tliat climate 
in which, although honour was not so 
readily to be gained, as it was by those 
\yho had the good fortune to serve 
elsewhere, danger was infinitely 
greater. There I find this regiment 
comixibing part of the few which 
Vrested from the power of Franco 
those important colonics of Guada- 
loupe »ad Martinique, and there also 
was the regiment distinguished for 
its discipline and good conduct, tho 
honourable testimony to which is most 
handsomely ex])rcssed in the orders of 
the civil and military authorities of tho 
country, and borne on your record 
books. In Ireland, also, where the regi- 
ment during the war was for many 
years stationed, the same flattering and 
liighly honourable testimony is borne 
to, its admirable conduct on all occa- 
sions, and under all circumstances. 

Having thus referred to the disci- 
pline of the corps, let me impress on your 
officers, that discipline is best preserved 
by a constant and vigilant attention to 
those under your orders. I^t me beg 
\)f yoirat all tildes to recollect that the 
British soldier, who at an early period 
quits his home, his parents, and his 
friends, to servo his country, is entitled 
to expect that you will as far as pos- 
sible replace those pafonts, and those 
friends ; it is your duty to administer 
to bis wants, io look to his comforts, to 
consult over his wishes as far as you 
possibly can, consistent with the good 
of the service, tq^ watch over his con- 
duct, to control those who misconduct 
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themselves, and to indulge those who 
merit to be indulged. 

Soldiers, it is your business to look 
to the officers as your parents and your 
friends, let your only fear be the fear of 
offending them ; but why do I refer to 
discipline? is it that the regiment now 
before me requires such a reference ? 
No, Colonel Arbuthnot, it stands a 
proud instance — a proud and honour- 
able testimony, to you and to your offi- 
cers and men — of the perfection to 
which discipline may be carried with 
the smallest degree of punishment ; it 
stands, as does the army, giving a 
proud contradiction to those who speak- 
ing of matters of which they can know 
nothing, charge us with cruelty in 
our nuqishments ; those who thus pre- 
tending to be the soldier’s friend, never 
that I am aware of stepped forward in 
any way to prove that they really were 
such, on the contrary, they are those 
who are always the first to exclaim 
against the weight of that prorisiin 
a liberal country has made for the 
maintenance of those old soldiers, 
whoso services have well and trulv 
deserved it; they are those who, if 
unhappily any instance dovs occur in 
which there is a lapse of discipline, aro 
the first to come forward and loudly to 
complain of it. ^ut so far is it from 
being true, that the punishments of the 
British anny are severe, there is not 
in Europe an army in which they are 
so light — there is not in Europe an 
army in which the soldier is in every 
respect, and at all times, so well and 
so kindly treated— there is not in 
Europe an army in which such perfect 
discipline is so constantly preserved. 
I refer to discipline, also, in order that 
I may have an opportunity of pointing 
out its advantages. Who is there 
amongst us, let me ask, that does qpt 
look back with pride to the many 
glorious occasions, in which^uring 
the late war, the discipline of our army 
shone triumphantly victorious ? Who 
is there that does not exult in the dis- 
cipline and good conduct of the army 
under that great captain, who placed 
the fame or the British soldier on a 
pinnacle it had never before attained ? 
That great captain, whose victories 
rivalled those of Cressy, of Agincouft, 
and of Blenheim— that great captain, 
whO| by hi} talents^ had divested the 


path to honour, for all those ^fao had 
the happiness to serve under h&orden, 
of all its difficulties, it was to eseapls 
its dangers only to attain it— that 
great captain, before whose genius th^ 
laurels withered and the power fell 
of that soldier who, but for the exer- 
tions of England and that genius, 
might have dictated laws to Euro^. 
I say, who is there that is not proud 
of the discipline and concfuct of that 
army, who led victoriously a pursuit of 
the flying foe, over whom they had so 
constantly triumphed in the Peninsula. 
TJiey raised the British standard iti 
the territories of France, and by their 
eondpct and their discipline, caused 
such a feeling in their favour, that the 
French people themselves received 
them as protectors, and the French 
writers, in describing the invasion, 
admit that the admirable beha\iour of 
the British soldiery valued the army, 
in its effects, at least ten thousand 
men. And may I be permitted to 
add, who is there amongst us that, now 
belonging to the arm]& in Ireland, is 
not proud of the results which have 
arisen from the excellent conduct it 
has everywhere observed'? Called 
upon to perform the most vexatious 
and harassing duties, subjected at 
times to insult and even to outrage such 
has been the temper and the forbeaj- 
ance— such the firmness of the troops, 
that they are everywhere looked upon 
as fnends, and from one end of Ire- 
land to another, .are respected and ad- 
mired. Such, then, aro the advan- 
tages of preserving discipline— -it is by 
this alone, officers ^and soldiers, that 
you can hope to do justice to your king 
and country — it is by this alone that 
you can do credit to yourselves — it is 
by this alone that you can do honour 
to your colours. 

I will now detain you but o very 
sjiort time longer, but before I con- 
clude, I^ must impress upon you, that 
at all times the , watchword of a soldier 
ought "to be ‘ Honc^r and Fidelity' 
lb attain this, the governing principle 
of his conduct must be— ‘ obedience to 
the orders of his superiors.’ I will re- 
mind you of the last, that most impres- 
sive order of that great naval comman- 
der, i^-ho fell in the most glorious Vic- 
tory ever gained by the *navy of Eng- 
litnd, and who in falling sealed the 
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maritine ascendency of the country, 
annihilating the fleets of France and 
Spain— I say, I must remind you of 
that last, that most impressive order, 
■which he issued to those brave men 
■under his command, calling upon them 
to recollect that ‘England expects 
every man to do his duty— an order so 
ubbly given, and so gloriously and 
triumphantly executed, that the re- 
membrance of it can never be elTaced 
from the annals of our country ; and 
lastly, I must beg of you never to for- 
get when marching against the enemy 
to victory and glory, as I have MO 
doubt you will do, should an opportu- 
nity ofler — I say, when matching 
against the enemy under those colours 
which I now place in your care, I call 
on you never to forget that they are to 
be stained only with your blood, to be 
surrendered only with your lives.” 

After the address, the two Majors 
delivered to the Lieutenant-General 
the new colours, and he handed them 
to Lieutenant-Colonel Arbuthnot, by 
whom they wo^e given to the Ensigns, 
they returning him the old colours, 
which the Majors received. A general 
salute followed. 

Colonel Arbuthnot then proceeded 
to address Sir Hussey Vivian in the 
following appropriate terms; — “It is 
impossible for me, Sir, to express the 
gratification I have derived from the 
address you have just delivered to the 
regiment under my command ; a grati- 
catioii, which I see on looking around, 
has been shared by all. Our good 
fortune, Sir, has been great, in having 
these colours pKsented to us by an 
officer so distinguished, by an officer, 
the chief part of whose life has been 
spent in the camp and the field, who 
by his own excisions has risen through 
aU ranks to his present high station, 
who has so frequently received the 
thanks of his King and his country, 
and gratified as he must have been at 
these marks of approbation and of 
honour, still thaf could not have be^n 
e<iual to the consciousness which ho 
must have felt how justly he merited 
them, and •how ricldyhe had earned 
them. 

For me. Sir, this is a proud day, and 
1 have reason to be proud, bu% how- 
ever gteat my pride may be, it is jTar 
atid fSar increased, when 1 bear in 


mind, that from the day I assumed the 
command of this regiment, to the pre- 
sent period, every individual, whether 
officer, non-commissioned officer, or 
soldier, has not only exeited himself 
to meet my wishes, whatever they 
might be, but, anxious as I must be 
for the reputation of it, every one has 
shewn even greater anxiety, if pos- 
sible/to maintain and uphold the high 
character the government so justly 
deserves, and has so long obtained. 

In presenting those colours, you 
have imposed a sacred trust on us, the 
honour of our regiment is in our own 
hands ; I am well aware, Sir, if cir- 
cumstances should require us to act in 
defence of our King and our country, 
that in the face of the enemy i^ wjU be 
more difficult for me to restrain their 
ardour, than to inllame tlieir courage ; 
hut should a stimulus be wanting, that 
stimulus \vould bo, ‘Remember, Sir 
Hussey Vivian confided these colours 
to your charge.’ 

The recollection of Ibis day will 
never be effaced from the memory of 
,any hero present, for depend upon it, 
Sir, that in whatever quarter of the 
globe it may be our fate to ser^v, or in 
whatev?r position wo may be placed, the 
21st of January, 1833, will always bo 
remembered, and tlic name of Sir 
Hussey Vivian >\all often be mentioned 
with pride, I hope I may .say with 
affection, and certainly with pleasure.” 

A close column w’as then formed 
right in front, and tlie troops marched 
past in slow and quick time— their 
splendid band playing 

“ The garb of Old Gaul.” 

Tlie companies then formed in two 
columns, at half distance on each side 
of the quadrangle, piled arms, divested 
themselves of accoutrements, and re- 
tired to the dining-hall df the Ho^ital, 
^here a dinner, given by the officers 
of thwSOth, to tno non-commissioned 
officers and privates of the regiment, 
their wives and children, was prepared 
in a style which reflected the highest 
credit upon the gallant and hospitable, 
donors. 

Nearly eight hundred men, with 
their families, sat down to a most sub- 
jtantial entertainment, consisting of 
roast beef, plum-pudding, hams, tur- 
keys, &c., &c., mmished in a style 
the most neat, ahd in as abundance, 
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beneath the weight of which the tables 
almost literally groaned. 

The spacious hall was crowded with 

r tators. At the head of it were all 
most distinguished officers of the 
garrison, amongst them the CoiU' 
mander of the Forces, while the long 
side gallery was crowded with ladies of 
the first distinction. 

The following toasts were pledged 
on the occasion, and with enthusiasm : 
— “ The King” — throe times three. 
Tune, “ God Save the King.” “ The 
ladies who have honoured us with their 
presence this day.” — “ O happy Fair.” 
“The Lord Lieutenant of Ireland.’’ 
“ The Duke of Wellington.” — “ Bri- 
tons strike home.” “ The old Lieute- 
nant-Colonel of the Regiment, Lord 
Hill.” — “ Hurrah for tho Bonnets of 
Blue.” “ Sir Hussey Vivian.” — “See 
the conquering Hero comes.” “The 
90th Regiment, and success and ho- 
nour to it*.” “ Lord Lynedoch, the 

old Colonel of the Regiment.” Ma- 
jor-General Sir Edward Blakeney and 
the Officers of the Garrison.” “ Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Arbuthuot, and the 
Officers of the Regiment.” 

The Officers entertained Sir H. 
Vivian, his staff’ and a numerous com- 
pany in the evening at dinner. 

The Convmander of the Forces gave 
a splendid ball afterwards, at which 
was present, with tho military officers, 
the principal of the nobility and gen- 
try of tho city, and surrounding lo- 
cality. 

The Serjeants and Corporals of the 
90th gave a ball at Richmond Bar- 
racks to the Tiow-corainissioned Offi- 
cers of all the other regiment^ in gar- 
rison — and thus terminated what wo 
will call a proud fHe to the military 
serving in the Dublin Garrison. 


Changes irj the SfAtioS^s gp 
Corps since our i^ast:— “ 

8th Foot Service Companies from 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, to Bermuda, to 
be ready to proceed to the West Indies. 

10th Foot Service Companies from 
Vido to Corfu. 

nth Foot Service Companies or- 
dered from Zante to the West Indies. 


34th Service Companies from Ha- 
lifax, Nova Scotia, to Newf Brunswick. 

42d Foot Service Companies remain 
at Malta. 

5 1st Foot Service Companies from 
Corfu to Vido. 

53d Foot Service Companies 'from 
Gibraltar to the West Indies. 

67 th Foot Service Companies from 
Gibraltar to the West Jndies. 

69th Foot Reserve Companies from 
Bandon to Kinsale. 

7th Dragoon Guards from New- 
bridge to IGlkenny. 

8tli Hussars from Newcastle to 
York. 

12 th Lancers from Cork to New- 
bridge. 

8th Foot Service Conmanies from 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, to Bermuda. 

8 th Foot Reserve Companies from 
Hull to Stockport. 

15th Foot Reserve Companies from 
Newcastle to Carlisle. 

23d Foot Reserve Companies from 
Naas to Fermo} . • ’ 

24th Foot Rcscrs'c Companies from 
Carlisle to Newcastle on Tyne. 

36th Foot Service Companies from 
Barbadoes to Antigua. 

oCth Foot Reserve Companies from 
B.allinabey to Cork. 

53d Foot Reserve Companies from 
Stockport to Hull. 

1st Batt. 60 th Foot Reserve Compa- 
nies from Newbridge to Naas. 

94 th Foot Service Companies from 
Malta to West Indies. 

1st Batt. Grenadier Guards from 
Portman-street to Westminster, 

2d Batt. Grenadier Guards from 
King’s Mews to Knightsbrulge. 

3d Batt. Grenadier Guards from 
the Tower to Windsor. 

1st Batt. Coldstream Guards from 
Knightsbridge to the King's Mews. 

1st Batt Scots Fusilcer Guards from 
Westminster tojthe Tower. 

2d Batt. Srote Fusileq^* Guards 
from Windsor to Portman-street Bar- 
racks. * 


* Given by Sir Hussey Vivian. 
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DISTRIBUTION OF THE ROTAL NAVY 


IN COMMISSION. 


1 MORE. 

Vice* Admiral Sir Jobn Poo Beresford, Bari. K«C.B» 

Sfitrs. *OUK8. COHMANDKRS. DHTBIBUTION.'' 

OcxAM • • 80 . Gapt. S. Chambers • Sheeraesa 

Prince RegeDt (yacht) . Capt. O. Tobin « • Deptford 

William and Mary (yacht) Capt. S. Warren . • Woolwich 

Sails OunsSO . 

PORTSMODTlf STATION. 

Admiral Sir Thomas Williams. G.C.B. 

Excellent . . 58 • Capt. T. Hastings . Portsmouth 

Portsmonth (yacht) • Lient. J. Maitland 

lU,yaia«>rg.(y.cht) . { } Po,t™.u(h 

Seaflower « . 4 r Lieat. Morgan . . Falmonth 

Serpent * . 16 . Com. W. Symonds . Crniser 

Sparrow • . 10 . Lieut. W. C. Riley . Cruiser 

Sylvia . . 1 • Lieut. T. Spark . • Cruiser 

Victory . 104 . Capt. C. R. Williams • Portsmouth Harbour. FiAO*BHir 

Sail 8 Guns 193 t 


e PLYMOUTH STATION* 

Admiral Sir Manley Dixon, K.C.B. 

f 

Pike f • • 12 • Lient, A. Brooking . 4th Feb. sailed^ for Lisbon 

Plymouth (yacht) . . Capt. C. B. H. Rosa, C.B, 

Royal Sovereign (yacht) Capt. C. M. Bnlleo, C.B. 

Royalist • . 10 . Lieut. Williams . . Falmouth 7th Feb. 

Speedy • . 10 , Lieut. J. P. Roepel . Cruiser. Faimnulh 

Viper . • 6 • Lieut. H. James • • Cruiser 

Sail 6 Guns 38 

NORTH-SfeA SQUADRON. 

Vice* Admiral Sir P. Malcolm, K.C.B. 

Rendezvous, Downs. 

Castor . . 36 • Capt. Ri^t Hon. Lord John Hay 

Donxoal . . 74 . ^pt. J. Dick . . Ft.ao Ship 

Larne • . 18 < • Com. W. S. Smith • North Sea 

Malabar . • 74 . Capt. Hon. J. Percy . Downs 

Satellite . . 18 . Com. R. Smart . . Do. 

Snake • . 16 . Com. Robertson . , Do. 

Talavera • • 74 • CapUS. Brown 

Sail 7 Guns 810 ^ ^ 

iMEDITERRANEAN STATION. 

Vice* Admiral Sir Henry*Hotham, K.G.B., G.G. St. M. it G, 

AotsBon . . 96 . Capt. Hon. F. W.,Qrey Malta 

Alfred . . 60 . ^apt. R. Maunsell « Do. 

Barham . . 60 . Gapt. H^Pjgot . Flao-bhip. Malta 

Belvidera f • 42 f Capt. Hon. R. S. Dundas Ist Jan. at Tripoli 

Ceylon . * . 2 • Lieut. H. Sebomberg . Malta. Beoeiving Ship 

Champion • • IC . Com. Hon. A., Dnncombe Malta 

Cordelia • . 10 . Com. C. Hotham . • 10th Jan. Malta 

Cnra^oa . . 26 . Capt. T. Dunn . . 26th Ang. sailed from SinMpoxe for Manilla 

Madagascar . 46 . Capt. E. Lyons . . 12th Jan, at Napoli di Rominia 

Pelican . . 18 . Com. J. Gape • ^ , Corfu^ 

Gons 288 


Sail 10 
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Philomel 

Rainbow 

Raleiffh 

Rapid 

Soylla 


10 

88 

18 

10 

18 


OOMHAirittBf. 

Com* W. Smith • 
Gapt.SirJ. Franklin . 
Com. A. M. Hawkins • 
Coro. C. H. Swinbarna . 
Com. Hon. O. Grey . 


DI8TBIBVnOir« 

Gibraltar 

Patras 

Napoli d{ Romania 
Malta 

Napoli di Romania 


Sail 5 Gnns84 


NORTH AMERICAN AND WEST INDIA STATION, 
VicO'Admiral Ih^e Right Hon. Sir 0. Gookburn, G.C.B, 


Arachno 

Ariadne 

Blanche 

Columbine 

Dispatch 

Dromedary 

Firefly 

Gannet 

Kangaroo 

Maj^^ifiijpnt 

Nautilus 

Nimble 
North Star 
Pallas 
pearl . 

Pickle 

Pineher 

Racehorse 

Sapphire 

Skipjack 

Sparrowhawk 

Speedwell 

Tweed 

Vernon 

Victor 

■Winchester 


18 . 
38 . 

46 . 

18 , 
18 . 
(convict ship) 

3 . 
18 . 

3 . 

4 , 

3 . 

10 . 

5 . 
28 . 
42 . 
20 . 

6 . 
5 . 

18 . 

38 , 
5 

18 . 
5 . 
20 
50 

18 , 
52 . 


Sail 27 Guns 487 


Algerine 

Clio . 

Cockatrice 

Dublin 

Hornet 
Py lades 
Rattlesnake 
Samarang 
|rne 

arspite 
Sail 10 


V'. 


♦Alligator 
Challenger 
Hamer 
Imogene 
Magicienne 
Undaunted 
Wolf . 

Zebra . 


. 10 
. 18 
. 6 
. 50 
• 6 
. 18 
. 38 
. 28 
: 28 
. 76 

Cans 268 


88 

28 

18 

28 

24 

46 

18 

18 


ComvW. O. Agar 
Capt. C. Phillips . 
{Ci^t^A. Farquhar, 

Com. 0. Love . 
Com. O. Daniell . 

R. Skinner, Master 
Lieut. J. M'Donnel . 
Com. M. H. Sweney 
Lieut. F. Hickey . 

Lieut. J. Paget . 

Lieut. J. Russell 

Hun. l^rd i 


Jan. at Demerara from La Gnayra 
10th Jan. at Jamaica 

\13ch Dee. sailed for Jamaica; 10th Jan* at 
J Jamaica 

( 18th Dec. arrived at Barbadoes from Antigna ; 
I, (1st Jan. at Port Royal 
. 30th Dee. sailed from Jamaica for Havanna 
. Bermuda 
Bahamas 

Port an Prince. 10th Jan. at Jamaica 
8th Dec. at Honduras 
Port Royal 
10th Jan. at Jam aica 

' Ist Jan. at Jamaica 
Bermuda 

1st Jan. at Barbadoes 
20th Dee. at Barbadoes 
Jamaica 
Bahamas 
Bahamas 

. .3d Oct. sailed for Jamaica 

{ r »f r ' 

Lieut. W. Sbortland • Bahamas 

Com. T. Maitland • 

Lieut. W. Croker . Barbadoes 

Com. A. }?ertram . 1st Jan. at Jamaica 
Capt. Sir G.A.Westphall lOth Feb. put bark to Torbay 
Com. K. Rusvell . .. 1st Jan. at Jamaica 

Capt. Hon. W. Wellesley Ist Jan. at Jamaica 


SOUTH AMERICAN STATION. 


( Com. Rt. 

\ G. Paulet 
Lieut. J.M. Potbury 
Capt. K. Paget . 
Capt. W. Walpole 
Com. R. Gordon . 
Lieut. C. Bagot .> 
Lieut, J. Hookey . 
Com. K. V. Cotton 


Rear-Admiral Sir T. Baker, K.C.B. 


f Com. Hon. F. F. 
\ De Roos 

Com. J. J. Ouslow 


I At Bahia 8th Dec, from Rio 


Lieut. W. L, Rees 
I Capt. Rt. HoB.t l,o1:d 
1 James Townsend 
Lieut. F. R. Coghlan 
Com.E. Blankley 
Capt. C. Graham . 
Capt. C. H. Paget 
Capt. C. Hope . > 
Capt. C. TaI()ot • 


1 Rio 5ih Dec. transhipped 800,000 to the packet, 
*1 and sailed for Falkland islands 
Rio ’ 


1 35th Dec. at Valparaiso 

20th Oct. sailed 
Rio Janeiro 

23d Dec. sailed for Lima 
10th Oct. Monte Video 
28th Nov, arrived at Rio 
Dec. at Rio. 


EAST INDIA STATION. 

} 

Vice-Admiral Sir Johi;:,Oore, K.C.B. 


Capt. G. R. Lambert' . 
Captk C. H. Freeman tie 
Com. H. L. S. Vassal . 
Capt. F. Blackwood . 
Capt. J. H. Plumridge • 
Capt. K, Harvey . ' . 

Com. W. Hamley * 




Mai area 
Swan River 

85th Sept, left Ceylon for Bengal 

Aiig. at M&lacca 

85th Ang. arrived at Singapore 

89th 0;t. at Mauritius 

Penang 


Sail 8 Giftit208 



442 


DHTBlBOnOR OP TBX SOTAL MATY, 


sHxrs. 

OUMS. 

Asia . 

. . 84 

Britannia 

. . 120 

Caledonia 

• . 120 

Druid 

• . 46 

Nsitfilus 

. 10 

Nimrod 

« . 20 

Orestes 

. , . 18 

Be. Vinoent 

. 120 

Saill 

Guns 538 

A 

Badger 

. 10 

Briak . 

. . 3 

Charybdis 

. 3 

Curlew 

. . 10 

Favourite 

. 18 

Forester 

. 3 

Griffin 

. . 3 

Isis 

. 50 

Peloriis 

. 18 

Talbot 

. . 28 

Trinculo 

. 18 

Sail U 

Guns IG I 

Conway 

. 28 

Revenge 

. . 78 

Rover 

. . 18 

Savage 

. . 10 

Scout . 

. . 10 

Spartiate 

. . 76 

Stag . 

. 46 

Sail! 

Guns 266 

,^tna . 

. . 8 

Beacon 

. 8 

Beagle 

. 10 

Fairy . 

. 10 

Investigator . 16 

Jackdaw 

, 4 

Mastiff 

. .. c 

Raven 

. . 4 

Sail’s 

Guds 66 

Alban 


African 


Carron 

2 

Columbia 

. . 2 

Comet 


Confiance 

1 ! 2 

Dee 

. 4 

Echo . 

* • C - 

Firebrand 

• / ® 

Firefly* 


Flamer 

« * * 

Hermes 

• • 

Lightning 

s • 

Messenger 

. 1 

Meteor 

. . 8 

Pluto . 


Rbadamanthiis’ . 4 

Salamander 4 

Sail 18 

Guns 27 


IIBBON station. 

Smi. Admiral William Farktri 0-9. 
QoiiMAMDiiis. mfTftisxmoir. 

Capt. P. Richarda . FLAa-Sffxr. Tafos. 

Capt, P. Rainier . • Tagus 

Capt. J. Hillyar . . Tagus 

Capt. S. Roberts . . Tagus 3 

f Com. Right Hon. Lord louorto 

I G. Paalett j 

Com. Lord K. Russell • Oporto 
Com. W. N. GlascocH • Oporto ’ 

Capt. H. F. Seuhouse . Tagus 


Hcar-AdmiraljFfederic Warren, 


Com. O. F. Stowe • Simon’s Bay 
Lieut. J. Thompson . Gold Coast 
Lieut. R. B. Crawford . Gambia 

Com, H. D. Trotter • 3d Nov. arrived at Mauritius from Ceylon 
. Gold Coast 

T-.. * w « f 30th Jan. sailed for Africa from Falmovth.w Re- 

Lient. W. H. Quin . [ 

Lieut. J. Parlby . . 9th Feb. sailed for Africa from Falmouth 

Capt. J. Polkmghorne . 4th Nov. sailed for Mauritius 
Com. R. Meredith . Simon’s Bay 
Cupt. R. Dickinson, C.B. Mauritius 29th Oct. 

T Ti / 18th Dec. arrived at Bahia on her way to 

Com. J. R. Booth .[ Maomms 


Li«nt.W.H.Qaln 
Lieut. J. Parlby . 
Capt. J. Polkmghorne , 
Com. R. Meredith 


PARTICULAR SERVICE. 

Capt. H. Eden . . dOth Jan. sailed from Plymouth for the westward 

Capt. D. H. Mackay . 30th Jan. sailed for Lisbon 

Com. Sir 0. Young, Bart. 9th Feb. sailed for the Mediterranean 

Lieut. R. Loney . . 27th Jaiv sailed for Oporto 

Com. W. Hargood • Downs 

Capt. R. Tait . . Torbay 

Capt, N, Lockyer 


SURVEYING VESSELS. 

Com. Belohei' • . Oporto 

Com. Copeland . . Archipelago 

Com. Fitrroy , . 2d Nov. Buenos Ayres; 24lh Nov. Monte Video 

Com. W, Hewett • . Sheerness 

Mr. Thomas • , Sheerness 

Lieut. Barnett • Chatham 

Lieut. J. Graves . . Archipelago 

Lieut. W, Arlett , • Qporto 


STEAM-VESSEI5. 


Lient. Kennedy , • 

Lieut. J, Harvey , 

Licut. J. DutTill . 
Lieut.Coin. R. Eiib , 

Licut. h!. F. Belson • 
' Com. R. (^liver . . 

Lieut, Com. R. Otway . 
I^ient. W. G. Bucfmnan 
..Lieut. T. Baldock 
Lieut. R. Bastard 
Lieut J. Wright 
J.Allen, . 

Lieut* Symons • • 

Lieut. O. Bcobanan i 
Com. G. Evans 
Com. H. T. Auiten 4 


On way from Lisbon 
Milford 

S2d Jan. arrived at Falmouth 
Woolwich 
'Woolwich ' 

17th Feb. Downs 

.30th Jan. arrived at Woolwich 

Oporto 

Falmouth 

9th Feb. sailed for Meditorranean 

Woolwich 

Mediterranean 

13th Feb. at Fortsmonth 

Woolwich 

Malta 

Bight of Benin 
Woolwich 
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PACKETS. 


Binpst 
Astrea 
Barracouta 
Briseis 
CalTOSo 
Qoldnnch 
Lapwing* 
Leveret 
Lyra 
Mutine 
Kightingale 
Opussuiii 
Pigeon 
Plover 
Sheldrake 
Swallovr 
Tbais 


Qm. 

: I ; 
. 6 « 

. 6 . 

. 6 . 

. 6 . 

, 10 . 
. 6 . 

. 4 . 

. 6 . 

, 4 , 

4 . 

. 4 . 

. 4 . 

. 6 . 

4 


OOKMAIlDIlf* 

Capt.W.Kbg , 
Lieut B. B. James 
Ueut. J. Pownef . 
Lieut. R. Payton . 
Lieut, E, Collier . 
Lieut. G. B. Forster 
Lieut. W. F.LapIdge 
Lieut. J. St. John 
Lieut. R. Pawle . 
Lieut, (f. Fortescuo 
Lieut. F. R. Peter 
Lieut. J. Biuney . 
Lieut. W. Downey 
Lieut.4 .R.L. Passioghai 
Lieut S. Griffith . 
Lieut. C. Chureh 


Falmonth 

On way from Jamaica 

Sailed for Mexico 

On way from Halifax 

16th Feb. sailed for Halifax 

16th Feb. sailed for the West Indies 

18th Jan. arrived at Lisbon from Falmouth 

Slst Jan. sailed for Leeward Inlands ^ 

23d Feb. at Falmouth 

On way from West Indies 

Slst Jan. sailed for Mexico* 

At Falmouth, fitting 
At Falmouth, fitting 
At Falmouth, fitting 
On way from Brazil 


Royalist • 
Skylark • 

4 . 

. 4 a 

Lient. R. N. Williaimi 
Lieut. C.P. Ladd 

18tb Feb. sailed for Lisbon 

At Fahnouth, fitting 

Sail 13 

Guns 98 





TROOP AND STORE-SHIPS, 

Ath>.ll . 
Buffalo . 
Jupiter . 
Romney 

f • • 

Mr.A.Karley . 

Mr. F.W. Sadler. 

Mr. R. Kaate . 

Mr. G. Brown 

4th Dec. sailed for Dublin 
Woolwich 

7fhJaa, sailed for Mauritius 
Cork 

Sail 4 






FITl’ING FOR SERVICE. 

Comus a 

Hyacinth 

Magpie 

. 18 
. 18 

. 4 

Com. W, Hamilton 

Com. F. P. Blackwood 
Lieut. J. Moffat . 

Plymouth 

Portsmouth 

Sbeerness 

Sail 3 

Guns 40 




’ PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS. 


NAVY. 


PROMOTIONS. 

Captains. 

.Tull 11 Liliuu. 

Wm. Burnett. 
Commanders. 

Hon. llervoy KeppelL 
Henry Stroud. 

Lieutenants, 
Iloti. G. F. Hastings. 
Joshua Hutcbiusou. 

Surgeon. 

P. Martyii. 


APPOINTMENTS. 

(^iPTAIN. 

E. R. Wniiams Victory. 

James Noble, out-pcnsioner of Greenwich 1I08> 
pital. 

COMMANDXB. 

F. P. Blackwood Hyacinth. 


Lieutxnawtb. 

Thomas Watkins Victory. 

C. Richards Do. 

A. Slado (Sup.)... 

J. W, Brown 

John Gore 

Wm. Dickey 

Jno. Wilson Ml *«S( 



A/O. 

MclTiUd. 


1 


C. J. R(X>ko . . , , 


E. Barnett 


C. Surjeantaon . 



Masters. 

Yulo 


W. White (ft)... 
T. Basok* y.'.... 


R. Biowiie 


D. Quintuni . , . , 


11. Hooper.,... 


1 

Surgeon. 

C, Pattiaon . . , . 



Assistant-Suroeon. 

C. Alison Spartiato. 

O’Neil Fergint:i.« San Josef 

J. n. llaniilton Biiftaio. 

A. Muirhead Ilyaciritli. 

W. W. Wright Victoiy. 

PifRBEBS. 

P. Bailey Victory. 

A. Murray Plymouth 6rd. 

J. ColwoU.o. Hyacinth, 

11. Brenton ^ .Alfreds 

• CUAU^AIN. • 

Rev. 0. Fisher Vifctory, 

RoyaTj MaAnes. 

Socqnd Lient. George Logan, to bo First Lient. 
vice Gray, duccasecL 

— March to lie Second Lieut, vice Lambome, 
rorigned. 

J. T. C. M'Carthy, to Im Second Lieut, vice 
Lamont, cashiered. > 
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PROUOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS. 


i ARMY, 


PAVILION. BRIGHTON, J«i>.2S, 1833. 

The Kinpf was this day pleased to confer the 
honour of Knighthood upon Rear-Admiral Ed- 
ward Durnford King, MiUtaiy Knight Comman- 
der of the Royal HanoTerian CJUelphic Order. 


WAR-OFFICE, Feb. 12. 

Memorandum. — ^The half-pay of the under- 
mentioned ofliceTs Ims lieen cancelled from the 
12th instant, inclusive, they having accepted 
commuted allovfranccs for their commissions, viz.: 

Lieut. R. Miller, h. p. 86th Foot; Ensign T. R. 
Davis, h. p. Gist Foot; Lieut T. Smith, h. p Rifle 
lirigade ; Ensign ,F. Angerstein. li. p. 44th Foot ; 
C'.ipt. G. T. Greenland, h. p uiiattnched ; Asslst.- 
Snrgeon R. Heiry, h p 60th Foot; Lieut. F. J. 
Graham, h. p. 2d Dragoon Gu.irds ; Lieut E. L. 
D.-inicl, h. p. 7th West India Regt ; Assisr.-Surg. 
S. Gilder, h. p 2d Life Guards ; Quartermaster J. 
J.ickson, h p. 67th Foot; Ensign W. Murray, h. p. 
30th Foot; Lieut. J K Gray, h. p. ,8tli Foot; 
Cimt. I*. Lewis, h p. 29tli Foot 
Royal East Mirfdlesox Rej^imcnt of Militia.— 
Wm. Reed, Gent, to be Lieutenant; Edward 
James Dyson, Gent, to be Ensign. 

Forf.ir and Kincardine Regiment of Militia.— 
John Hay, Gent to be Lieut 


OFFICE OF ORDNANCE, Feb. 11. 

Royal Regt. of ArtiUery.— First Lieut. H. G. 
Onl, to lie Second Captain, vice Man kins, retired 
on half-pay. , 


Fkb. 14. 

Cortis of Royal Engineers.— Second Lieut. St. 
G. L L) ster, to be First Lieut, v ice Ulackiston, 
retired. 


the Stair, to be Assist.-Surgoon, vice Maguin, who 
exch. 

45th Foot.— Mejor E. F. Boys, to he Lieut- 
Colonel, without p. vice Shaw, dec. ; Brevet 
Major R. Moore, to be Major, vice Boys; Lieut J. 
Maeintyrc, to lie Capt. vice Moore. 

55th Foot. — Ensign J. Coates, to bo Liout 
without p. vice Macdonald, dec.; Ensign H, 
M'Caskill. to be Lieut without p. vice Morrison« 
dec. ; Ensign T. de llavilland, to be Liout by p. 
vice M'Caskiil. whoso promotion, by purchase, Is 
not to take place; S. Campbell, Gent, to be 
Ensign, witheut p. vice Coats. 

78tl» Foot. — J. F. llaliburtOD, Gent to be 
Ensign, by p. vice Alvares, who ret. ; Surgeon J. 
M'Andrew, from the 14 Regt. to be Surgeon, vice 
Henderson, who exch. 

87th Foot —Capt. J. B. Graves, frbm the h. p. 
unait. to be Capt. vice Wood, who ret. 

Unattached — Lieut A. L. Maclcod, from the 
1st Fofit, to 1)0 Capt. by pur. 

Hospital StaflT — Assist.-Surgeon D. W Maguin, 
from tno 42d Regt to be Assist.-Siirgeon to tho 
Forces, vice Jackson, who exch. 


WHITEHALL, Jan. 23. “ 

Tlio King has been pleased to ilirect letters 
patent to & passed iinfler the Great Seal of tho 
ITnited Kiniplom, granting unto Admiral Sir 
George Martin, G C.B., the office or place of Rear- 
Admiral of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
anil Ireland, and of the Admiralty thereof, and 
also of 'Rear-Admiral of tlie Navies and Seas of 
the said United Kingdom, in the room of Ad 
miral Sir Thomas Fcday, dec. 


DOWNING-STREET. Jan. 24. 

The King has Ix'cn graciously pleased to nomi- 
nate and appQ’,nt Admiral Sir Davidge (loiild, 
Knight Commander of the Most Honourable Mi- 
litary Order of tho Bath, to u Knight (irand 
Cross of the said Order, in the room of Admiral 
Sir Thomas Foley, dec. 


WAR-OFFICE, Feb, 15, 

Royal Regt. of Horse Guards. — G. T. Qmn, 
Gent, to lie Comet, bvp. vice Tjrell, piora. 

6t]i Regt, of Drag’ Giwnls. — I.ieiit. J. W D. 
Hebson, to ho Adjut. vice Gerard, who resigns 
the Adjut. only. 

1st Foot. — Ensign W. Landrelh, to be Lieut, by 
vice Maeleod, prom. ; A. C. Sanderson, Gent, to 
• Ensign, by p. v iee landreth. 

4th Foot— Ensign M. Fortesque, to lie laeiit 
without p. vice Darke, dec. ; Eusiipi J. Gieeihara, 
from li. p. of the ^Oth Regt. to nc Ensign, vice 
Fortosqno. , 

7th Foot— Lieut. C. T. Freer, < from li. p. to be 
Lieut paying the dilT. vice Byiig, app, to tlie 29th 
Regt 

11th Foot— Capt B. V. Derinzy, to lie Major, 
without p. vice G'Kelly, dec. ; I/icut. F, Marsh, to 
bo Capt vice Derinzy ; Ensign E. L. Wolley, to 
be L'leut vice Marsh ; Gentleman Cadet A, K. 
Keane, from the Royal Military College,^ to be 
Ensign, vice Wolley. # 

14tn Foot— Surgeon D. Henderson, M.D., from 
the 78th R<^. t6 Surgeon, vice M'Andrew, 
w ho exeh, 

2Gth Foot.— Cairt. W. Senhonse, from h. p, to 
bo Capt. vice A. Calder, who exch. rec. ^ho dilf. 

29th Foot.— Lieut W, P. Byng. from the 7th 
Regt. to bo Lieut -vice J. ONeill, who ret upon 
b. p. rec.the ditr. o 

^h Foot— Ensigvi H. Close, to be Lieutenant 
without p. vice Whittell, dec, ; H, W. Booe, Gent, 
to be Ensign, vice Close. 

42d Foot— Assist-Surgeon A. T. Jackson, from 


WAR-OFFICE, Jan. 25. 

Memoranda — Ilis Majesty has iieen pleased to 
npprov o of the 13th Regiment of Light Dragoons 
being ))eimitt(>d to retain on the chacos and ap- 
pointments the motto " Vivet in setcinum,” wliicli 
IS statcil to liave been Ixinie by the regiment for 
many vears. 

His Afajostyhas l)cen pleased to permit the 9lBt 
Regiment to bear on its colours and appoint- 
ments, ih addition to any other badges or distinc- 
tions which may have been heretofore authorized 
to bo borne by the regiment, tho words " Roleia,” 
“ Vimiera," and " Corunna,” in eummemor.ition 
of tho gallantry and good conduct of the Ren- 
roent in action with the enemy at Roleia, on the 
17 th of August, 1808; at Vimiern. on the 21st of 
August, 1808 ; and before Corunna, on the 16th of 
January, 1809. 

6lh Regt. of Drag. Guafds. — Liout Henry Hay- 
hurst France, to be Capt. by p. vice *Heathcote, 
who rot. ; Cornet Charles Joseph Trueman, to be 
Lieut, byp. vice France; John A. Cruikshank, 
J' Gent, to lie Comet, byp. vice Trueman. 

16th Regt. of Light Drag.— Cornet Henry Gar- 
rett, to be Lieut, by p. vice Pitman, who ret. ; 
William Stamer O’Grady, Gent, to be Cornet, by 
p. vice Garrett. 

Slst Foot— Ensign Robert T. Eager, to bo 
Lieut byp. vice Durnford, who ret; Arthur Du 
Boutflieu, Gent, to bo Ensign, by p. vice Eager. 

42d Foot.— Ensign Colin George Campbell, to 
be laeut by p. vice IngUs, who ret; James 
Wolfe Murray, Gent, to be Ensign, by p. vice 
Campbell. 
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Rifle Brigade.— To be Second Lleuts. by p.-*- 
William Leigh MellUh. Gent, vice Fitzherbert, 
prom.; William Henry Beresford. Gent, vice 
Cavendish, prom. 

' Unattached. — Second Lieut. Honourable George 
Henry Cavendish, firom the Riflo Brigade, to be 
Lieut, of Infantry, by p. 

Memorandum. — Lieut Ronald M'Donald, of 
the late 7th Royal Veteran Battalion, has been 
allowed to retire from the service, by the sale of 
an unattached commission. 


DOWNING-STRKET, Jan. 29. 

The King has been graciously pleased to nomi< 
nato and appoint Admiral Sir Cliirles Tyler* 
Knight Commander of the Most Hon. Military 
Order of the Bath, to bo a Knight Grand Cros.s of 
the said Order, in the room of Admiral Viscoun^ 
Uxmouth, deceased. 

His Majesty ha.<i further liocn ple.ased to nomi- 
nate and appoint Admiral Sir Charles Hamilton. 
Bart., to be a Kniglit Coniinauder of the Most 
Ilououralile Military Onler of the Bath, in the 
room of Admiral Sir Charles Tyler, 


The undermentioned Major of'v'hvalry has re- 
tired upon the unatt. rank of Lieut.-Colonel of 
Infantiy: — 

M^or Henry Edward Porter, from the 9th 
Light Drag. 

Brevet.— Capt Edward Drury, of tlio 6th Regt. 
to bo Mayor in the Army. 


OFFICE OF ORDNANCE, Jan.^l, 

Royal Regiment of Artillery.— Major-General 
Spencer Claudius Parry, tg bo Colonel-Com- 
mandant, vico Lieut.-GeueTar Sir John Macleod. 
dec. 

Royal MontTOmeryshiro Militia.— Lieut M. E. 
Lewis, to bo Capt vico Charles Gardner Hum- 
phreys, resigned; C. H. Garrett, Gent, to be 
Second Lieut. 


FzBRUAnY 1. 

Erratum in the (j.izette of tlie 1st of January 
last .—for Gentleman Cadet " Peter Mnebeau,’’ 
read Gcullcman Cadet *' Peter Macleuu." 


OFFICE OF ORDNANCE, Jan. 23. 

Royal Regt. of Artillery. — First Lieut Richard 
New ton King, to be Second Capt. vice Speer, rot. 
on h. p. ; Second Lieut, Robert Wyntei, to bo 
First laeut. vice King. 


WIIITEHALlifan. 29. 

The King has been pleased to appoint Colonel 
John Ready, to bo Lieut -(iovernor of the /ile of 
Man, in the room of Cornelius Smelt Esq., dec. 


January 30. 

The King has Iweii pleased to direct letters 
pahmt to be nasaed under the Great Seal, grant- 
ing unto Admiral Sir Edward Tlioriiljoroiigli, 
GC.B., the oflice or place of Vice-Admiral of tlu» 
United Kingdom of Groat Britain and Ireland, 
and Lieutenant of the Admiralty thereof, and also 
Lieutenant of the Navies and Seas of the said 
United Kingdom, in the room of Admiral Vis- 
count Exnioutii, deceased. 


WAR-OFFICE, Fob. 1. , 

7th Regt. of Light Drag.— Cornet Arthur Shir- 
ley, to be fiieut by p. vice Wykchaiq, w-ho ret.; 
John Henry Sutton, Gent, to be Cornet, by p, vico 
Shirley. 

2Ut Foot.— Lieut. Alfred Mundy, from the 
COth Regt. to be Lieut, vice Fordyco, who dxcU. 

39th Foot. — En.sign Robert Spencer Boland, 
to be Lieut, by p. vice Temple Frederick Sinclair, 
who rot ; John Harvey, Gent, to bo Ensign, by 
p. vice Boland. 

60th Foot.— Lieut. John Fordyce, from the 2UU 
Regt. to lie Lieut, vice Mundy, who cxch. ' 

75th Foiit.— Major (ierard Quill, from h. p. 
unatt. to be Major, vice Frederick Hammond, 
wlio exch. rcc. the diff. 

77th Foot. — Molyneux Hyde Nepean, Gent, too 
be Ens^n, by p. vice Straton, prom. 

82d Foot— Gentleman Cadet Thomas Wynn 
Hornby, from the Royal Military CoUege, to be 
Ensign, without p. vice Silver, dee. 

85tli Foot. — Ensign Thos. Montgomery M‘Neill 
Hamilton, to be Lieut, by p. vice Ulackall, who 
ret.^; Ncwcomo Edward Blackoll, Gent. ^ bo 
Ensign, by p. vice Hamilton. 

Mth Foot.— Ideut. John Henry Armstroni;, to 
be Cant, by p. vico Mahon, who rct.$ Ensign i 
John Uainkr, to bo Lfent. by p. vico Armstrong ; 
Samuel William RuafloU^ Gent, to bo Ensign, by 
P« vico Rainier, . 


WARrOFFICE, Feb. 5. 

8th Regt, of T.ight Drag — Lieiit.-Genoral Sir 
W. K. Grant, K.C B , to be Colonel, vice General 
Sir B. Tarleton, dec. 

Garrison Ma)or-Gcncral Sir James Bathurst, 
K.C B., to be Guvciuor of Berwick, vice Sir H. 
Tarleton, dec 

Royal Anglesey Milgiiu— Charles Stauhoim 
Jones. Esep late Captain in the 5ihh Foot, to be 
Adi iut vice Clotty, dec. 

Adjut. Cluiiles Stanhope Jones, to have the 
rank of Captain. • 

Knii or Invcniesshiro Regt of North British 
Militia — Ensign Wm, Gray, to bo Lieut, vico 
Dunbar, resigm^d. 


DOWNING-STREET, Feb.?. 

The King has l)cen pleased to appoint J. T.yoiis 
Nixon, Esq. to be Lieut -(lOvernor of the islands 
of St. Christopher, Nevis, Anguilla, and the 
Virgin Islands. 

The King li.is been pleased to appoint (^apl. 
Sir ('luirle.s M. Schoml)*irg. K N. to be Licut,- 
Govoriior of tlie island of Dumiiiiciu ^ 

t 

WAR-OFFICE. Feb. 8. 

7th Regt. of Drag. Guards.— George John 
Holmes, Gent, to be Cornet, by p. vice Singleton, 
proraoti‘d. 

8th Foot. — En^igS"^ iValter Ley, to be Lieut, by 
p. vice Seiihoiise, prom.; Francis Sauudersou 
Holmes, Gent, to bo Ensign, by p vice Ley. 

16th Foot.— Lieut John Keating Taylor, from 
h. p. of the 17th Lighf Drag, to Ix' Lieut, vico 
Andrew Richard Evans, who has received a com* 
muted allowance . 

17 th Foot — J^mca Ferueaux, Gent, to be 
EiisiAi, byp. vice Edwards, app. to the 74th Regt. 

IStli Foot— Lieut. Mcliolas H, Tomliusou, to 
be Capt by p. vice Ref «1. wJio jet ; Ensign 
William Langrac.'id, to lx* Lieut, by p vico Tom- 
linson; Henry Charles StrStford, Gent, to bo 
Ensign^by p. vice liangmead. 

74 th Toot.— Eurign Richard Maxwell, to bo 
Lieut, by p. vice Grant, why^, jrot. ; Ensign Cad- 
vvallfidur E<l^'m'ds, from tho i7th Regt. to be 
Ensign, vice Maxwell. • 

Unattached.— Lieut. William Senhousc, from 
the 8th Regl. to be Capt. byp. 

Memorandum.— Capt. Alexander Cheyne has 
been allowed to retire from tho servicci by 

»4lo of Au unaUachofl commlsste 
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BIBTHI, UARttlAOBS, AND DBATH*. 


DOWl( VNO-STRECT, Vtb. I& 

The King has been pleased to appoint Mqjor- 
General Sir Liunol Smithy K.C.B.. to be Gotemor 
and Commander-in-chief of the Islands of Bar- 
badues. St. Vinoenb Grenada, Tobago^ and their 
dcj^ndencies. 

The King has been pleased to ap])oint Captain 
Tyler, K.N., to be Licut.-Qovernoi of the Island 
of St. Vii^ont, 

The King has been pleased to appoint Major- 
General Middlcmore, to be Lieut-Qovernor of the 
Island of Grenada, r 

Commission signed by the Lord Lieutenant of 
the county of Kent 

West Kent Yeomanry Cavalry --^Charles W. 
Minet, Gent to he Comet vice Waldo, resigned. 

Commission signed hy the Lord Lieutenant of 
the county of Lincoln: — 

Royal North Lincoln Militia. — John Uppluby, 
Gent, to be Lieut. 


WAR-OFFICE, Feb. 29. 

Ist or Gren. Regt. of Foot Guards. — Ensign and 
Lieut. lion. R. Bruce, to be Lieut, by !>. vice 
Dunlop, who ret.; lion. G. Cudogan, to be Eiis. 
and Lieut, by p. vice Bruce. 

8tli Foot.^Capt. J. Laing, from h. p. to be Gapt. 
vice T. H. Davis, who exch. rcc. the diff, 

24th Foot. — Lieut. E. S. James, from the 69th 
Regt, to be Lieut, vice Griffiths, whose app. has 
not taken place. 


3&th Fotit^^O^ J. R. HeylaBd, flrmb h. p. to 
be Capi vice B. Kerr, who mmh. rec. the diff. 

38th Foot.>-Bnslgn W. Martin, to be Lieut 
without p. vice Close, whose promotion has not 
taken place. 

39th Foot— ‘Second Lieut. C. Van Straubenzee, 
from the Ceylon Rcgt to be Lieut, by p. vice Hon. 

J. Sinclair, who ret 

46th Foot — Ensign 0. B. Roeli^e, to be Lieut 
without p. vice MTntire, prom.; Ensign J. Leslie, 
from the ist West India Regt to be Ensign, vice 
Rochc. .* 

49th Foot— Lieut. W, S, Norton, from h. p. of 
the 19th Regt. to be Lieut vice Dutton, app. to 
the 60th Regt. 

63d Foot.— Ensign J, Scott, to bo Lieut by p. 
vico Wiglcy, who ret; £. G. Moore, Gent tobb 
Ensign, by p. vice Scott 

69tii Foot— Lieut. C. Dutton, from h. p. of tho 
49th Regt to bo Lieut vico James, app. to the 
24th Kegt 

73d Foot.— Ensign E. E. Langford, to 1)C Tdeul. 
by p. vice Skene, who ret. ; T. Douglas, Gent, to 
be Ensign, by p. vice Langford. 

78th Foot. — Capt. T. D. Wall, from h. p. to bo 
CsU)t vice M. Maegregor, wrlio exch. rcc. the difl*. " 

»7th Foot.— Lieut. C. F. Parkinson, to lx* Cant, 
hyp. vice Graves, who ret; Second Lieut. W. R. 
Presston, to be First Lieut, hy p. vice Parkinson; 
William Percy Lea, Gent, to bo Second Lieut by 
p vice Preston. 

Ceylon Regt— W. T, Jjayard.Gent. to bo Second 
Lieut liv p. vice V, Straubenzee, prom, to tlie 
39th Regt 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS. 


BIRTHS. 

At Halifax, Nova Scotia, Lady Georgiana Cath- 
cail, wife of Lieut.-Colouul Hon. G. Catheort, 
8th or King’s Regt. of a son 

At Gibrallur, the Lady of Lieut, 11. A. West, 12Ui 
Regt. of a son. 

At Dartmouth, the Lady of Lieut. A. W. Forbes, 
R.N. of a daughter. 

At Ilfracomlx?, tho Lady of Lieutenant Robin- 
son, K.N. oftfi son. 

The Lady of Lieut. J Wolfe, R.N. of a son. 

Jan 27th, at Winchelsea,* •Sussex, tho Lady of 
Lieut. G. W. Tomlin, R.N. Coast-Guard Service, of 
a <laughter. 

Jan. 27th, in Hertford-Street, May Fair, tho 
Lady of Capt. St. J. Mildmay, R.N of a daughter. 

Jan. 28tl>, at Woolwicli.Co'nmon, the Lady of 
Major H. W. Gordon, R. A. of a sbn. 

Jan. 28th, at Blechingly, Surrey, the Lady of 
Robert Allan, Esq surgeon. R.N. of a daughter. 

The liOdy of Capt. H C^mac, of a daughter. 

At Southdown, the Lady of Capt. Wm. Walker, 
R.N.pf a daughter. 

Fob. 1st, in Sackvillc-street, the Lady of I.ieut.- 
Col. H. Seymour Blane, Sc. Fus Gd« , of a »nn. 

Feb. 4th, at Peckham, the widow of D. B. Con- 
w^. Esq. gurgeou, K.R cf a daughter. 

Feb, 7th, atSouthsea/the Lady of Capt. Simp- 
son, U.M. ofa daughter. 

Feb. 8th, the Lady of licui-Col. Leslie Wal- 
ker, C.B. of a son. , f 

Feb. 9ih, at Calverlcigh Court, Devonshire, the 
Lady of Col. Chichfeter, of a son. 

^b. 10th, at Alphington. near Exeter, the Lhdy 
of Capt. 11. G. Baylef, 66lh Regt. of a son, since 
dead. 

Feb. lUh, at Swanage, the Lady of Dr. Carru- 
thers, SurgeoB, R.N. 01 a daughter. 

(Fob. Utbi the Lady of licut, Walker, R of 
a son, 


Feb 15th, at the Admiralty, Lady of tho 
Right Hon. Sir James Graham, Bart., M.P., First 
lA)rd of the Adinirulity, of twins, a son and a 
daughter. 

At I,caminglon, tho Lady of Capt, Smith, 93rd 
Ilighluudcrs of a daughter. 

At Torriugton, the Lady of Captain Colby, R.N. 
ofa sou. 

MARRIAGES. 

Jan. 10 Cajjt. Algernon Capel, R.N. to Caroline, 
second daughter of Admiral the Hon. Sir Charles 
Paget, and niece to the MarqidK of Anglesey. 

Jan 22d, at Armagh, W. L. Kidd, M.u. surgeon 
' R,N. to Maigaret, relict of the late Colonel Wal- 
ler. R. A. 

In Dublin, Capt. I. E. Acklom, 28th regt. to 
Margaret, daughter of John Butcher, Esq. Ord- 
nance storekeeper. 

Feb. 6th, at l>cnl, John Forrier, Esq. Admiral 
of the Blue, to Elizabeth, relict of Commander 
James Lcoch, R.N. , 

Feb. hth, at Ilascragh church. Col Galway, 
Lieut. R Shppperd, 76th regt. to Anna Maria, 
third daughter of Steplieii Masters, of Cregaii in 
^the county of Galway. Esq, 

Feb. 7th, at West Bromwich, Ensign John A de 
Baliuhard, 92d Highlanders, to Ellen, daughter of 
Joseph Halford, Esq, of Charlemdnt HalL 

At Cork, Lieut M. S. II. Lloyd. 2d or Queen’s 
Rwals. to Mana Lmiisa, daughter of the Uto 
John Nesbit, Esq. ofPermoy. w 

Funcras, London, Capt. W. Pit- 
man, •49tli regt, to .Sarah, widow of the late S. 
Baker, Esq, oi Rochester. 

< -M Sithney, near Helleston. Ideut. 

Brewer, R N. to Miss MitchHson. 

Feb. 14th, at Mylor, Lieut. Downey.’ R.N. com 
manding the Brisels Packet, to Miss Symons- 
i daughter of R, Symons, Esq. of Little Falmouth. , 
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At Upper Ca&e4a, Capt. C. t. Wag- 

field. 86th Regt.. to Jano Eliza, eldest daughter of 
Colonel Mitchell, Com, of Royal ArtUlery in Upper 
Canada. 

Feb. 19th, at Padstow. Captain S. FaddonfR.N. 
to Miss P. Richards. 


DEATHS, 

. OENEXAL. 

.Tan. Sir B.Tarleton, Bart. O.C.B. Colonel of 
8th Dr. Gov. of Berwick. 


LIEUTENANT-OEXEBAL. 

Jan 8th, John M*Kencle, Scotland. 

MAJOB-OXMXRAL. 

Jan. let, Jas. Qco. Scott, £. I. Oomp. Service, 
London. 


Jan. 20th, Richard Payne, h.p, Hompesch*a 
Mounted R. 

LIEUTXKAMT-COLONELS. 

Jan. 2d, It. Cameron, h.p. Otli Foot. 

Dec. 30th, Dunbar, h.p. Unat. in North Brit. 

MAJOX. 

Dee. 97th, J. E, Grant, R. Art. Woolwich. ^ 

CAPTAIM. 

Ang. 24th, Pender. 62d FootjSngalorc. 

Dec. Sir J Cox. hj>. 18th Foot, Loudon. 

Jan. 6th, Giveen, n.p. 18th Dr. 

Dec. 24th, White, ii.p. 3d Ceylon Regt Quer* 
field, near Irvine. 

July 23d, Von Losccko. h.p. 7th Lirp Qer.Leg. 
Lunenburg. 

May 7th. Von During, ditto. 

Nov. 26tli, Luderitfi^ li p 2d Dr, Oer. Leg. 

Nov, 92d. Klossius, h.p. R. For. Wag. Tr. 

* LIEUTENANTS, 

Dec. 28th. White, 50th Foot, Birr. 

9th, Loly, h.p. 5th Foot. 

Sept. 19th. 31, Maepherson, h.p. 15th Foot. 

1st, 29, Mansell, lyj. Unat. 

Dee. 26th, Mosqua, li.p Brunsw. Inf, 

Nov. 29th, J,ec, li p. 24th Dr. 

May 14th, Williams, h.p. Chass. Brit. 

Aug. 28th, Von Losocke, h.p. 7th Line, Ger.Leg. 
Sopt. 24th, Thalman, h p. For. Vet. Bat. 

Juu. 33d. WhitteU, 38th Foot. • 


ENSIGN. 

Jan. 17tli, Silver, 82dFoot, Edinburgh. 

XATMASTEX. 

Dec. 83d, C. Gordon. Roc. Dist. 

QUAUTBR-MA^EXS. 

Jan, 20th. Scott, h p. IstDr. Gds. 

Jan. llth, 33. Peaston. h.p. 2rl Dr. 

Dec. 13ih, Sweeten, h.p. o2d Foot. 


D»AXTVINT. ^ 

Dec, Dra, Insp.-Gen. Tobems, h.p» 

ptn# Snrg. Edwards, h.p. 1st Vet. Bat. 

Nov. loth, - Herring, h. p. 7th Line Oer. 

Leg. Gottingen. 

Dec. 96th. Purv. Thos. Home Bowles, h.p. 

SuTg. Bell, M.D. h.p. Meuron's Regt 

N.B. The names of Lieutenant Wade of the 
13th Foot, and Ensign Martin of the 38th Foot, 
were improperly inserted in the Ust of Deatna for 
the month of February. 


Jan. Uth. at Newoastle, OasUewellln, County 
of Down, Capt W. Daniell, R.N. 

Jan. 90th, at Dover, Colonel Pa^e, C.B. late 
second in command of the Army Depdt, Isle of 
Wight. 

Jan. 23d, at Dublin, Capt. C, G. StanhotM*. h.p. 
29lhP«gt 

Jan. 24th, at Hooperii Villa, Exeter, Capt Robt. 
Waite, of the Bombay Establishment. 

Jan. 26th, at Woolwich, Capt A. F. Qlubb, Ute 
of the Royal Artillery. 

Jan. 29th, at Shoebury, Eatiex, Capt. C. R. Mll< 
bourne, R.N. 

Jail. 29th, at Annfleld House, Fifesliire, Ensr 
J. T. T. Mackenzie, 46th Rogt, 

Jan. 31, in London. Lieut.-Cul. A. Wolfe Mac* 
doiiell. late 25th Regt 

Capt. J. Oakes Hardy, R.N. 

Feb Ist, at Gosport, Capt. T. Mackrell, Royal 
Vet. Batt. aud formerly of the 44th Regt. 

At Inverary, N. B. Lieut.-Oll, Colin Campbell, 
late of the Royal and 34th Regt. 

At Ramsay, Islo of Man, Lieut. W. Monk, R.N. 

At Hhanuon Grove, Limerick, Lieut. R. M. 
Waller. R.N. 

Feb. 2d, at Exmouth, Lieut.-Gen. Boye, of the 
Bombay Establishment, aged 69. 

Fel). 4th, Lieut. M. H. lloctor, late of the 59th 
licginiput 

k Feb. 8tli, at Jersey, Lieut. Deni. Chester, R.N. 

At Boyle, Capt. Luke Dillon, h p. 34th Uegt. 

Feb 9th, at Urccnhills, co. Limerick, Captain 
John Franklin, lute of the 95tli Regt. 

Sudd ■Illy, fiom the bursting of a blood-vessel, 
Herj -Major I’urdon, of tlie Royal Mariues. Tliis 
respectable non-commissioned officer was held in 
sucli gieut respect and esteem by the corps, that 
with permission of the Coloriel-Coniranudant he 
was buried v> itli public honours on the 5th Feb. 
The body was attended to the gm\e by a funeral 
guard of a serjeant, a coiqflral, and twenty men 
upwards of twenty drums and fifes of the Marino 
Bund ; six serJeants of marines were pall-bcarers 
the deceased’s two sous and a brother followed as 
chief mourners, and after them marched in mili- 
taiy procession, about My^fank and tile, with 
side-arms, 90 corporals of tho Royal Marines, and 
120 serjeants, tliree quarter-master seijeants, and 
five scijcant-majots from the division and tlw 
difierent regiments in tho gawison. 

Feb. 14th, Lieut. P. F ifughes, U.N. 

In Londos, Capt. T. Wilson, R.M. 

At W^oolwich, Lieut, M. Gray, H M. 

At Busljy Park, County of Wicklow, Cornet 
Ro^^rt Howard, 8th Hussonf 
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XWT AT TRB 0B8KRVAT0RY OF CAFT. V. R. SUYTH, AT BEDFORD. 



Dlfe. SbL'tTbermometer. 

1832 . 


Pluvio- Evapon> 
meter tor 
Incbae. Inchw. 




‘040 S.S.W. flresh breeEes & hazy 
*056 S.W. a gale, fine day 
; 045 W.N.W. blowing very hard 
*036 N.W. blowing flresh, squally 
■ 040 W. by N. light breezes 
*030 N.W. fresh breezes & clear 

* 034 S.S.W. light airs, dense fog 

* 028 ' Calms, with fog 

•025 S.W. light airs 

* 038 S.S.W, gentle breezes, cloudy 
•053 W.S.W. very Ught afta ' 

•025 Calms, hazy 

*022 S.W. fresh breezes & flno 
* 035 W.S W. fresh breeze, fine day 
*026 S S W. light airs and cloudy 

* 0 1 5 S.W. by S. fresh gale, squally 
*018 W.S.W. blowing nard' 

*030 S W, fresh breezes and fine 

* 060 W.S.W. light breeze, fine day 

* W. by N. steady breezes, fine 
‘IBp S.W. light winds, and fine air 

* Oio W.N.W. fresh breezes, rainy 
'045 N.W by W. breezes, squally 

* 056 s.S W. fresh breezes, & lino 

* 040 s W. squally weather 

* 036 W. by N. blowing fresh, fine 
*040 N.N.W. steady breezes, fog 

* 036 n.E. light airs, thick fog 

’ 025 N.E . by E. squally, light rain 
*030 N.N.E.'^ght breezes, cloudy I 
I W.S.W. light airs, fine day I 


S W. fresh breezes & flno 
N.N.W. squally weather 
N. by K light breeze, foggy 
N.E. by N. light airs & fine 
N.N.E neatly calm 
N . by E light breezes, cloudy 
N.E. by N. fresh breezes, fine 
N.N.E, light airs & fuggy 
N. light breezes & cloudy 
N.W. fresh breezes & fine 
N by E. light idrs.flne day 
N.N.E. light winds, cloudy 
N.E. by N. light airs, mistv 
N.E. light breezes, dense mist 
N. by W. gentle breezes, fog 
N.N.E. moderate breezes, fine 
N. by E gentle breezes, hazy 
N.N.E. light airs, showery 
N.E. light airs, fine W'eatlier 
N.by E. fresh breezes.cloudy 
N.NT.E. gentle breezc,flne day 
N. light aits,magniflcent day 
N. by E. light breezes, frosty 
N. by W. gentle breeze, fine 
N.W. light breezes, cloudy 
S.W. light airs & hazy 
N. by w. light breeze, flno 
*015 N. by W. fresh breezes, cloudy 
*025 N.N.E. giiMle breezes, fine 
frozen N.N.W, fresh breeze, snow 
* 016 N.W. k gale, snow, & frost 
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PRESENT CONDUCT AND DISCIPLINE OF THE ARMY^ 

WITH REBiARKS ON CORPORAL PUNISHMENT. 

Ceux qui pour intriguer ou critiquer, trouvent mal quantity de choses de 
notre Coiiscitiition Militaire, peiivenc ils decider, eii passant, et sans etre a 
meme d* approfondir ce qui k ite fait, le resultat de tant de calciils? Celiii 
qiiL/atV, est oblig^ de voir tout sous toutea les faces ; celui qui censure ne le 
que sous celJe qui lui convierft/’ — Memoires du Prince Ligne^ ^ 

At an eventful time like the present, when so many parts of Europe 
are agitated by intestine broils and foreign dissensions, of which the 
wisest statesmen cannot pretend to foresee the consequences, and when 
the constitution of our own country is still reeling under a shock from 
which her recovery seems yet alarmingly doubtful, it is with confidence 
and pride that the officers and men of the British army can appeal to 
all her patriots to bear witness to their conduct during the disturbances 
of tlie public peace in England, and the more general and violent com- 
motions of Ireland. That fearful spirit which, under the insidious name 
of Reform, has produced these dangerous convulsions,— which has car- 
ried division into the homes of the most united families, severing the 
ties of relationship and the oldest bonds of friendship ; which has made 
the wild ambition of the young“deaf to the warning of the old, teaching 
men to despise the ])f|ge of history, and to set their faith on the specu- 
lation of the theorist, to mistake passion for political S^isdom, and to 
disturb and confuse all those interests the union of which had carried 
tlie country through every peril — ^in vain has this d^irit of reform, as 
it is so grossly miscalled, assumed every delusive shape to infuse its 
doctrines into the British army, which, to its lasting honour, has kept 
aloof from tiie baleful contagion. > 

The sanguinary riots of Bristol, and the rebellious and desperate 
condition of Ireland, have put to the most severe and satisfactory proof 
the high and loyal feeling which pervades the army, causing it to main'* 
tain that “ esprit de corps ” and respect for the laws and existing 
Government, in which alone consists the true patriotism of the soldier. 
Nor is it surprising that such a spirit should be found among them, 
when we fairly consider what has lately been the treatn^ent and condition 
of our troops. Officered by gentlemen, and governed by the most equi- 
table discipline in the world, how different has been the feeling of the 
soldier from that which lately showed itself among the agri cultural classes. 
When the veteran is worn out by the severity of service in distant climates 
and the fatigues of the duty at Ifome, which the low establishment of the 
army renders unavoidable, he leaves Jiis regiment with Vnd words from 
his officers, a ])ension to secure him from vv^nt, a testimony to produce 
of his character, and, above all, a conscious feeling that he has been 
worthy of bis hire. How different nji^ust be his scnsatiqfis from those of 
the worn-out labourer, who is driven to seek support frem the parish 
authorities for his declining years and increasing infirmities. Where 
are the kind words and the tribute of praise /or his past industry? That 
very farmef who has perhaps had the best of his laEour wlule he was 
yet able to work, is now the mam who uses his selfish influe%e to get 
his old servapt’s allowance reduced to the very lowest proportion by 
which life can bo supported. ’ • 

XT* S. JovRN, No. 53; Apaxl; 1833, 2 q 
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But re, with infinite pain and reluctance, we must advert to the 
impolitic^dispoftition recently shown by the civil authorities of the army, 
to depreciate the value of tlie soldier’s services, and to shake his confi- 
dence, by making every change in the regulation respecting his pay 
and pensions, a descent in tlie scale of his present remuneration and 
future prospects. The stildier's caste shouhl be raised, not depreciated. 

Tie warrant of 18*?9, though framed on principles of the utmost 
economy, yet, from its just and wise distinepons as to good or bad 
conduct in tfio soldier discharged under its provisions, and from the 
equitable and (as was expected) permanent character of its regulations, 
gave general satisfaction to the army, who knew the difficulties of 
the tunes, and acquiesced in the necessity of retrenchment. By 
that warrant the soldier who had served twenty-one years in infantry, 
or twenty- four in cavalry, might, at his option, retire on the modi- 
fied rate of \0d. a-day, or rcrnaifi till age or want of health made him 
unfit for service, in which case he retired with the full rate, amounting 
to 1.?, or Is. 2/i. It was not surprising that this excellent regulation was* 
received with satisfaction by the army. Many a good soldier, whose 
parents required assistance in their declining years, or who liad other 
equally cogent avocations, took advantage of it, and went home. Nor 
could anything tend more to raise the pride and spirit of the men 
actually serving, or ofler greater inducement to respectable youths to 
enlist, than the^ return of these men to their native places, satisfied 
witli the past, and secured from want for the future, besides being yet 
free from infirmities, and able to lay ‘up some store for old age by 
mechanical or agricultural labour. 

Suddenly this part of tlie warrant was directed, in September, 1832, 
to he suspended. Are there any soldiers in the world but our own who 
would not liave murmured at so severe a trial of their patience as this? 
But not a word was said; — and will it be believed that their very 
patience and silence were afterwards quoUxl against them: I am happy 
to learn that no complaint has reamed your lordship^** is the argument 
which was actually urged as a vindication of this harsh measure in the 
official letter by which, after much representation from all the military 
authorities, it was mitigated, (though partially and with a very bad 
grace,) by the pre vision, that a few men of each corps might annually 
he recommended for the indulgence of rettring on the modified pension. 
Though the retrospective operation was thus, in a sort of way, given 
up, yet by the position of the soldier enlisting after the 

present year is materially altered, by the reduction of the modified rate 
from lOd. to fid., and by not allowing it to be claimed at all till after 
^5 years* servic® in the infantry or 28 in the cavalry,— ;“th us adding four 
'ypars' further service to be vwrked out foV a reduced pension. « 

They who thus recklessly legislate for distant periods will, in the 
course of naturepbe removed from^ their responsibility long before their 
laws infb operation. The term of twenty-four years will wear 

out many a <»tout soldier and many a weak government. One might 
really suppose thatJ^iO auth«>r of these regulations may have said (like 
Sir Boyle Roche, in his celebrated speech in the House of Commons), 
Why shoul^d wc care about j^sterity?' what did posterity ever do for 
lis?*' It will be argued, perhaps, that* if ^enlistment does not come to 
ft »Uiid; it is a proof that these regulations will aiiswer their end, 
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Certainly, the ordinary class of recruits are an unthinking Ace, and 
make little inquiry at the time they enlist ; but in some parts of the 
empire, especially Scotland, from whence come so many of our best 
non-commissioned officers, there has already appeared a reluctance to 
enlist on account of the late alterations in the prospects of the soldier. 
And that very best class of recruits who are induced by friends and 
relations in the ranks to join the same regiment where their brothera 
and fathers are serving, vvlll certainly be greatly diminishecUin number. 

And these are the enactments of those who announce themselves aa 
the soldier’s friends ; who would persuade him that the only way to 
raise his character from debasement, is to do away that restricted 
system of corporal punishment by which those alone are affected who 
are disposed to act unworthily of their profession, and to bring it into 
disgrace. To such animals as Somerville their friendship may be as 
valuable as that of the Birmingham Political Union ; but the true 
soldier has too much spirit and sense to be deceived by men who, under 
the specious and flimsy pretext of humanity, have endeavoured to under- 
mine the loyalty of the British soldier by raising a cry in Parliament 
against the wholesome system of discipline by which our troops have 
made themselves as terrible to their foreign enemies during war, as they 
are respectable from their pciaceable and domestic conduct when quar- 
tered among their fellow-citizens at home. Indeed, it required no won- 
derful quickness of perception to discover that these fafee friends, ^hile 
they declaimed one day with all the cant of morbid sensibility against the 
supposed barbarities of corporal punishment, were te be found voting on 
the morrow for the redjiction or abolition of the soldier’s pension on 
discharge, and would gladly turn him adrift in his old age, to rot on a 
dunghill or pine in the sick ward of the parish workhouse. Many 
rumours have gone abroad that the new Parliament will do away with 
corporal punishment ; but it is hardly possible to suppose that so rash 
and desperate a step can be taken. Not one practical argument has 
ever been adduced against it ; the reasoning put forth has been 
grounded on no one basis of tolerable solidity. Prison floggings have, 
from the earliest periods, been the law of the land ; and there is not a 
magistrate of experience but will bear testimony to ^lieir efficacy even 
when so many other modes rf)f punishment are at the option of the civil 
authorities. But in the army, where the loss of the soldier’s service by 
long imprisonment is so exceedingly inconvenient at home, and so utterly 
impossible on foreign service, what available subsWWle can be found ? 
Look to the armies of France,* selected as they are by conscription, and 
consequently recruited by a better description of pei;^on3 than where 
money-bounty is the sole means of* enlistment. Poverty, idleness, love 
of change, and sometimes loss of character ai^d employment, are in 
reality tlie causes of enlistment, in five dhses out of yx, in the British 
service; and yet the world cannot show such an army in peint ot 
discipline and regularity of conduct. What can be more/onefuaive in 
favour of a ^ system obtaining such results^? Even at the close of an 
exhausting war, when the very dregs of society^ were of necessity 
admitted into the ranks, the behaviour ef tiie army both while invading 
the French territory, and after j^ards while occupying it* under treaty, 
was the wpndei; and admiration of Buropean nations. To compare the 
numbef of men nut to deatli bv militarv law in the French and English 
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armies, the Peninsula, would astonish those who are not aware of 
the extraordinary disproportion : for one English soldier put to death 
in this way, at least six of the French suffered ; and even then their 
discipline was such that their officers could not control them in the 
wanton outrages and cruelties towards the wretched inhabitants, by 
which their progress or retreat was invariably marked. Such were the 
blessings of dispensing with corporal punishment ! Even in the latter 
times of peace, without any of the hard triads of dispersion in small 
detaclimentsV home, or the supply of numerous colonial garrisons in 
every quarter of the globe, to which the British troops are subject, 
what has been the behaviour of the French soldiers, collected as they 
invariably are in home garrisons, with very few detachments or ha- 
rassing duties, and under constant inspection of old experienced officers? 
liCt him that would have the question practically answered, repair to the 
military prisons at Brest and l^oulon, which he will find filled with 
hundr^s, nay with thousands of reckless desperadoes condemned for 
ten, fifteen, twenty years — ay, and many hundreds for life — to sufter 
chains and misery, sufficient to brutalize ev^ry feeling of a human 
creature, not to mention the impossibility of any man issuing from 
Such villainous association, without being completely and irretrievably 
contaminated and debased. 

But some of tlie mi^chicvous politicar theorists who have meddled 
with this questipn, will endeavour to prove that we may dispense with 
corp<Wal punishment at home, though they do not deny its necessity 
abroad, arguing that although on the line of march in a foreign country 
you can find no adequate substitute for this mode of punishment, yet 
that in the British territory recourse may always be had to imprison- 
ment. Such reasoning shows very little acquaintance with the character 
and habits of the British soldier. There could not be a more rash and 
dangerous expeiiment than to establish two distinct systems of disci- 
pline, one for home and the other for abroad. Unvaried routine is the 
very essence of true discipline ; and when once unsettled, no one could 
say what consequences might follow. The sensation wliich would be 
produced by the first flogging in a foreign country, after it had once 
ceased to be the military law of the army during peace, might produce 
a sudden impression on the unthinking mind of the soldier, which might 
lead to mutiny and disaster at a moment \vhen the approach of a for- 
midable enemy called for all the energies of the army, actuated by the 
utmost unanimitj^d good spirit. A recent instance of insubordination 
and violence, on the part of thirty or forty soldiers of the Guards, sen- 
tenced to imprisonment in the Brixton House of Correction, is an illus- 
tration of the effects of “ prison discipline.^’ 

.Of all the times that could have been'' selected for the insidious at- 
tempts to do away corporal punishment, never was a period so ill chosen 
as the present. tFor the last fifteen years it has been the earnest 
endea^^r of officers of all ranks to diminish the frequency of flog^ 
ging by zeakms attention to the detail of duty, by looking to the 
comforts of the soMrers, and by every encouragement in their power 
^ those whose conduct merited approbation. Order upon order has 
been issued from head-quart^, to stimulate the zeal of officers, if 
any stimulus "were wanting, in perfecting, by unremitting attention, 
the* discijjline of their corps. The Duke of Wellington’s Orders on 
iihesO subjects brought the army in the Peninsula to a perfection 
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which enabled it to immortalize itself and its' leader. The princi- 
ples inculcated by him took deep root in the minds ofjall those 
officers of sense and judgment who had the fortune of beihg formed 
in his school* and the spirit of true discipline, equally remote from 
tyranny and pedantry, has gone on ever since bringing forth its good 
fruit under the fostering care of impartial inspectors and active regi- 
mental officers. The diminution of corporal punishment lias naturally 
kept pace with the improvement of general discipline ; and thd» high 
respectability of the officers* conduct has enabled them to exercise far 
greater control over their men than they ever before possessed. The 
great fault of the soldier was his addiction to drinking ; and it was in 
vain for the officer who was carried drunk to bed by tlie mess- waiters 
three nights out of seven, to preach to his men against the vice to 
which he was himself a victim. But a drunken officer is now as rarely 
to be met with as it was formerly common ; and those who unhappily 
have that taste can no longer venture to expose themselves in tlie eyes 
of their men, but conceal as a weakness what at one time was esteemed 
r&ther a display of spirit than any cause of reproach. 

Much has been said of the officers of some foreign nations possessing 
a more national military spirit than our own, especially as regards 
regimental duty ? There cannot be a more unjust or empty assertion. 
In the first place, where is the army in the world, in which you find 
regimental officers of more gentlemanlike and honourable feelings than 
in our service. If is not at all too much to say, that the army, as at 
present composed, is an excellent school for the sons of the British 
gentry, both as regards absence of dissipation, and gentlemanlike 
liabits and conduct. How very rarely do we heaf ol duels in our regi- 
ments, and yet how perfectly well maintained are those observances of 
society, from the forgetfulness of which, among young men especially, 
such events are usually produced. Our regimental officers live together 
for the most part with all the good fellowship of schoolboys,^and yet 
how seldom does this familiarity lead to quaircls or challenges ; and 
when such unfortunate occurrences do happen, with what forbearance, 
moderation and good judgment do the senior members of tlie corps 
intermeddle in th^e matter, with the sole and' earnest endeavour to 
prevent the last resource of personal conflict, as long as it can be 
avoided without injury to their character and hon<)ur. What a con- 
trast to the habits of the French and many other foreign armies, with 
whom a duel is almost a necessary part of the introduction of the cadet 
to his brother officers, and who are so accustomed^ to mingle bravado 
and impertinence with their social intercourse "among each other, that 
the practice of duelling is ail common as that of boxing at English 
public schools, and the senior; officers think themselves no more con- 
cerned in the prevention of ^uch disgraceful scenes, than if they were 
strangers, instead of associates and friends of tlio parties. 

Now it will be readily allowed by every one who has had experience 
of command, that a true spirit of honour ainoilg the officers under his 
authority, is the only real security upon which the coloneLof a regiment 
can depend for attention to those details, of discijgline and duty which 
are in themselves so tiresome and uninteresting m time of peace, and 
so harassing and fatiguing oi» service, 1.hat no ordinary incentive would 
ensure a proper and unremiyiing attention being paid" to them. Re- 
proaches and •severity in such mttters may produce what is called eye 
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Bervice^ and keep up, with the help of an active and vigilant staff, a sort 
of barract-yard discipline and appearance ; but he who trusted to such 
a system would find himself bitterly deceived in the hour of need, and 
acknowledge, too late, that the judicious treatment and man^ement of 
the officer, by appeal to his sense of honour and self-respect, is the only 
means of establishing that graduated system of responsibility, without 
which no corps can 1^ made efficient for the purposes of foreign service, 
or proof against the temptations arising from the removal of the barrack* 
yard restrictions, by which a fallacious appetgrance of good order may 
be kept up atliome. 

In considering the merits and efficiency of the British officers of the 
present period, it must not be forgotten to notice the attention which 
has of late years been paid to the education of the young men intended 
for the army. The routine of Marlow College, in its old times, in which 
too much injudicious imitation of the discipline of the private soldier was 
mixed with the useful parts of the instruction of the officer, was so little 
fitted for the purpose and design of the institution, that many lieutenant- 
colonels preferred receiving an ensign from Eton or Westminster Hchoolis, 
than from the military college at Marlow, where the chief organs of 
authority, except during the hours of study, were a set of ill-conditioned 
tyrannical old serjeants, who were permitted to watch behind hedges for 
the boys going out of bounds, and to use other equally absurd and im- 
proper means for supporting what was faisely supposed to be an early 
inculcation of mjlitary diacipline. Happily, this mistaken' system has 
long since been completely altered and improved, and the young men at 
Sandhurst, under the careful eye of one of the most superior officers and 
thorough-bred gentlemen in the army, are governed and encouraged by 
such rules and good management, as render them valuable acquisitions 
to the regiments they join, both as officers and members of society. 
From the universities, also, there come into the army every year many 
young ipen, who, from time being of less object in peace, have wisely 
been passed through the whole course of education usual for the 
English gentleman, bringing in many cases studious dispositions and 
cultivated minds to begin the profession they have adoptetl. ISiich 
advantages never have been, nor ever will be, thrown away ; and when 
opfiortunities offer, the well-educated man is quite as sure of turning 
them to account irvithe military life as in any other pursuit. The habit 
of arranging his thoughts, and the early acquiied power of application, 
are of infinite service to the officer^ who has probably more leisure 
hours, though at .hio ken and uncertain times, than any other class of 
men, if he have the resolution as well as inclination to turn, them to 


profit, and can bring himself not to suppose that because his morning is 
interrupted by ths^ ordinary detail of ^attendance at parade, he is on that 
account to waste the remainder of it, by lounging in the barrack-yard 
or mess-room. '• 

Ei^cept those wAo are on the Stafl^ or in the Artillery and Engineers, 
sufwising to ohserV'e the frivolous idleness of French officers in 
gari&iMhnd ^t the same time satisfactory to compare this with the 
presenTnabits of th^oung men in our own regiments in quarters, who, 
while they mix in the most creditable way with the best society in their 
neighbourhood, and are great, plovers of ‘"field sports, still find time, in 
moatcaseB} to follow up in one way opotiiter the advantages of their 
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ediieatiofi# Yet bo far from this leading to any neglect of exclusive 
military acquirement, there is no service where the younger, menibers 
are more conversant wfUi regimental detail, or more safely to be trusted 
with the conduct and discipline of the numerous detaebnenu into which 
our corps are so universalty dispersed over the country, than which dis- 
persion there can be no greater trial both of the merits of officers and 
soldiers. The order lately issued in Ireland to the troops, conveying 
the approbation of the autliorities of their behaviour, docs not Rt all 
overrate the admirable judgment and discretion shown by the officers of 
detachments, nor the forbearance and steadiness of their men. Great as 
have been the calamities arising from the rebellious spirit so wickedly 
fostered in Ireland by the demagogues who have led the deluded people 
of that country onward in their frantic career of violence, still the scenes 
of outrage would have been carried to more desperate lengths by far, 
and would have been more universally spread, but for the extraordinary 
activity, vigilance and decision shown by the officers of detachments 
called out to aid the civil power, or, more properly speaking, to pro- 
vent the utter annihilation of that power. No foreign service could 
have been more harassing to troops than their duty in those parts of 
Ireland, where that frightful state of anarchy has prevailed. Neither 
glory nor gain awaited them in success ; the slightest want of precau- 
tion rendered them liable to the tender mercies of the bigoted and 
furious rabble ; the least momentary yielding to the impulse of temper 
under aggravated insult, exposed them to tlie chance!^ of public trial, 
where almost every spectator in the court would have been gazing on 
them with the eagerness of a wild beast expecting his prey, and an 
intimidated jury would hardly have dared to vindicate and maintain the 
due courhe of law. And while upon this part of the subject, Jet the 
Irish Catholic soldier receive his due meed of praise, — never did brave 
and true men endure temptations with such constancy and devotion to 
their colours and to their country, as those gallant Irishmen. The 
exertions of the priests have been unremitting and incessant to shake 
their fidelity, and every most ingenious means of getting round them, 
through their religion, has been attempted. But there they stand, as 
they ever will stand, as faithful as brave, despising the instruclions of 
those who would pervert their sense of religion to the worst of purposes, 
by persuading them from their duty, and ready at %ll times to prove 
their attachment to it by every pledge of the patriot and the soldier. 

Most fortunately for themselves and their country, neither the Irish 
nor the English soldier is a politician. The QiU:»^'»again8t taxes on 
knowledge, or, in other words, against any sort of check upon the dis- 
semination of mischief, and the seeds of discord and commotion, 
appears to have been either entirely unheeded by theffi, or treated with 
wise contempt. Little does the soldier care for imaginary rights and 
revolutionary theories, protected as he feels and knows himself to be, in 
all those just and lawful privileges, of which, waiftonly or unjustly 
invaded, he would be as jealous and tenacious a guardian as if* he had 
studied the Rights of Man from his infancy. Total ignorance of his 
habits can alone lead some people to imagfne thaUbis ready and cheer- 
ful submission to the rules of exact discipline, and his attentive respect 
towariis bis officers, arise from* any want of independence in his honest 
and manly character. He.ts^nffiipnced by far higher motives; he 
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honours and obeys the authorities set over him from that same Heme, 
of duty C’hich, when opposed to his enemies in the field, has led him to 
the foot of the breach, and to the mouth of the cannon, without either 
the stimulus of reward or the incentives of ambition *. His courage 
depends on tio external aids or excitements ; and in this he seems to 
stand almost alone among the military nations of Europe, for it may be 
confidently and proudly affirmed, that there is no service but our own, 
whefc such acts of undaunted gallantry have been performed under the 
sole and single influence of sense of duty. This feeling among our 
soldiers is so analogous to what is called seme of honour in the mind of 
the officer, that the distinction appears to lie merely in the name and 
in the relative habits of the upper and lower classes of society ; and as 
long as they shall continue their present reliance upon each other, the 
soldier upon the honour of his officer, and the officer upon the sense of 
duty of his men, neither foreign foes, nor still more inbidious and trea- 
cherous enemies at home, will be able to shake the loyal and truly 
patriotic spirit of the British army. 

There is a paper of Steele’s which so beautifully illustrates the cha- 
racter of the British soldier, that the following extract from it will be 
pardoned by the reader. Mr. Steele introduces his remarks by a letter, 
which he says his servant showed him, from a certain Serjeant Hall, of 
the Guards, written after the battle of Malplaquet to his comrade. It 
was addressed to Serjeant Cabe, of the Coldstream Guards, at the sign 
of the Red Lettuce, in Butcher Row, near Temple Bar, and is as 
follows ; — 

' “ From the Camp before Mons, Sept. 26, 1709. 

Comrade, — I received yours, and am glad yourself and your wife 
are in good healtli, with all the rest of my; friends. Our battalion 
suffered more than I could wish in the action. But who can witlistand 
fate? Poor Richard Stevenson had his lot with a great many more ; 
he was killed dead before we entered the trenches. We liad above two 
hundred of our battalion killed and wounded. We lost ten serjeants ; 
six are as follows : — Jennings, Castles, Roach, Sherring, Merrick, and 
my son Smith. The rest are not your acquaintance. I have received a 
very bad shot in the head myself ; but am in hopes, anctf please God 
I shall recover.' f continue in the field, and am lodged at my colonel’s 
quarters. I will not pretend to give you an account of the battle, 
knowing you have a better in the prints. My love to poor Mrs. Ste- 
venson. 1 am to send her such ill news. Her husband was 
gathering a little money for her, and put in my hands seven shillings 
and threepence, which 1 shall take care to send her. Wishing you all 
happiness, * • 

‘ * “ Youi^assured Friend and Comrade, 

“ John Hall. 

“ P.S— We had but an indifferent breakfast^ but we gave the 
Mounseers such a dinner as they never had in all their lives.” 

* Probably there have been more medals an4 rewards conferred on the French 
troops during the late siege of Mtirerp, than fell to the soldier during the 

whole Peninsular war. . 
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Mr. Steele goes on to remark— “ This is truly a letter« and an honest 
representation of that cheerful heart which accompanies the poor soldier 
in his warfare. Is there not in this alt the topic of submittii% to our 
fate as well discussed as if a greater man had been placed like Brutus 
ill his tent at midnight, reflecting on all the occurences of past life^ 
and saying fine things on beino itself? What Serjeant Hall knows of 
the matter is, that he wishes there had not been so many killed; and 
that he had himself a bad shot in the head, and should recover it 

C leased God. But be that as it will, he takes care, like a man of 
onour as he certainly is, to let the Widow Stevenson know he has got 
her seven shillings and threepence for her, I doubt not that all the 
company at the sign of the Red Lettuce drank his health with as much 
real esteem as we do any of our friends'. If we consider the heap of 
our army utterly out of all prospect of rising or preferment, as they 
certainly are, and such great things executed by them, it is hard to 
account for the motive of their gallantry. But to me, who was a cadet 
at the battle of Coldstream in Scotland, when Monk charged at the 
lie&d of the regiment now called Coldstream from the victory of that 
day, — I remember it as if it were yesterday, — I stood on the left of old 
West, who, I believe, is now at Chelsea; — I say, to me, who know 
very well this part of mankind, I take the gallantry of private soldiers 
to proceed from the same, if not from a nobler impulse, than that of 
gentlemen and officers. They* have the same desire of being lionouied 
by their jpriends ; and go through the difficulties of their profession by 
the same irresistible charm of fellowship, and commuitication of joys 
and sorrows, which quickens flie relish of pleasure and abates the 
anguish of pain. Add to this, that they have the sftme regard to fame, 
though tliey do not expect so great a share as men above them hope 
for. But 1 will engage, Serjeant Hall, of the Coldstream tjuards, 
would die ten thousand deaths rather than a word should be spoken at 
the sign of the Red Lettuce, or any other house in Butcher Row, in 
prejudice to his courage or honesty.” 

Let it not be said that too favourable a view has been taken of the 
present state of the Army, or that partiality has gone beyond what 
facts will warrant. The “ laudator temporis acti ”’may rest assured that 
no disparagement is intended to those who earned their honourable fame 
prior to the Peninsular war. Never was more gal^ntry shown than 
in the unfortunate campaigns of Holland, or the triumphant ones of 
Egypt and India ; but we may safely aver, that the long and Uninter- 
rupted habit of maintaining the ground on which they had fought 
through .that successful, though severe and trying service under the 
greatest general of modern times, could alone have laid the foundation 
of that military system which has jjince been matured and 
perfection by those who acquired, under t^e eye of the Duke of Wel- 
lington, the truest and most practical notions of discipline, at the same 
time that they learned to apply that discipline to drawjpg out and using 
to the best purpose, when before the enemy, the constancy, cturage 
and energy of the British soldier, 
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" Der Btaat ht despotisch, wo das gesets kraftloM dem wiUen eines Oder 
mehreFen meniicheu weicht.** Ficutb. 

Th« state is despotic wherever the law is poweriess, and yields either ta 
the will of the one or the many/' 

really believe that few but military men have means and op- 
portunities of forming just estimates of the true situation of Ireland. 
They are at^east the only class of persona who visit that country unin- 
fluenced by political views, and who are looked upon by the different 
parties, not merely as neutral in the strife of factions, but as friends to 
the people generally ; so that, aa a body, they are popular, and willingly 
trusted by the lower and middling classes of Irish, who, so far from 
being of the frank and easy character usually described, are, on the 
contrary, of a very mistrustful disposition, mostly endeavouring to 
conceal their thoughts under a plausible openness of exterior manner, 
likely enough to deceive a superficial observer : a habit that, owing to 
the fierceness of party feuds, as well as from real and imaginary danger, 
has almost become a fixed trait of national character. Under this im- 
pression we shall here offer a few remarks on the state of that distracted 
country — we claim for them no other merit than having been suggested 
by personal, and, we hope, unbiassed observation. As soldiers we are 
of no party, and though, as individuals, we prefer one set of principles 
to another, we tare just as little for the Tories who were in power, as 
for the Whigs who have supplanted them. We endeavour to judge of 
men by their measures, and not of measures by the men with whom 
they originate, — a rule that now seems hard!} to admit of exception : 
for though there have been individuals, whose range of thought extended 
so far beyond the grasp of ordinary minds, that they could justly claim 
confidence for primary measures, before even the benefits anticipated 
from their application became apparent, the time for such characters 
seems to have gone by. 'Ihe ULpirants for power, now unable to sway 
opinion by that superiority of virtue and of genius, beluie which the 
respectable part of mankind bow with pleasure, and the despicable 
crouch with awe, endeavour, on the contrary, to bribe and deceive men 
into an approval cf measures by delusive promises, the extravagance of 
which would make even mountebanks bluth, and, incapable of attaining 
the renown of Cheristophon, would prefer the fame of Herostratus to 
honourable obscurity. 

•‘The cosmogohy of the world” never puzzled Goldsmith's sage 
more than our sages have been puzzled by the state of Ireland: a 
country possessing advantages equpl to England, and far superior to 
Scotland, but yet so sunk in^poverty anch barbarbm, ak to form a con- 
stant source of alarm to the government of the country at large. It 
was not to be e^peted that' parties would agree about the causes of 
this imghty evil : Wt then every individual had some infallible nostrum 
for its cure ^ all of which, from the illicit-still penalties, down to the 
repeal of tlie Catholic disabilities, have proved alike ineffectual, because 
the remedies, instwBfW striking at the root of the disease, were only so 
many plasters, good and bad, applied toc the exterior sores the malady 
bad occasioned. We shall not attempt^ to augment the number of the 
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plastering quacks ; but certain that the first step towards amendment is a 
knowledge of the true causes of the evil, we shall here content ourselves 
by pointing out some of its most evident and fertile sources, leading to 
others the task of discovering and applying the proper remedies. 

The causes that have operated to retard the progress of Irish civiiiza^ 
tion are of a very old date. The grievances resulting from the first 
partial conquest, and gradual submission of the island, together with 
those which arose from rebellion of various sorts and degrees, could not, 
as in othe^ conquered and pacified countries, be confined to particular 
districts, and suppressed, or allowed to die out with the generation who 
were actors and sufferers in the scenes of civil strife ; for, with peace 
and tranquillity came English freedom of speech, and full permission to 
direct every species of invective against the government and their sup- 
porters. To the real sufferings, naturally resulting from war and 
rebellion, imaginary ones were added, and carefully handed down, with 
additions and improvements, from father* to son, even in times of pro- 
found peace, so that a counter current, hostile to repose, was constantly 
settiiig in under the unruffled surface of exterior calmness. Religion 
itself, taking in Ireland an Irish direction, augmented instead of sooth- 
ing the irritation, — all amalgamation of the hostile factions was pre- 
vented, and a fierce war of opinions kindled, which the Government 
invariably failed to put down, by its ill-directed attempts at conciliation, 
and as constantly aggravated by its feeble attempts at forcible sup- 
pression. Agitators, too, men mostly bred to the bar, and knowing 
consequently how far they could go without any personal (fimger, setting 
up as patriots, took upon themselves the character of defenders of their 
country’s rights ; preaclied hatred to England, and disaffection to the 
Government, as a means of improving Ireland; and forgetful of the 
immense progress their country had made, particularly since the Union, 
in consequence of its English connexion, they fearlessly charged the 
Government with the very evils their own inHammatory harefnguea 
tended to create and perpetuate. 

In this most melancholy world of our’s, men not born, like tlie for- 
tunate few, to good estates, cannot earn their bread, even with the 
sweat of their brow, unless by steady perseverance in tlie pursuits of 
industry. But the lower orders of Irish are neither steady nor indus- 
trious : they are a quick, jovial and imaginative people^ naturally gene- 
rous, but like all nations in the*same degree of civilization, easily roused 
to fierceness, and just as improvident as they are kind and hospitable. 
Such a character in a country of strife, where the Government and 
holders of .confiscated property might always be nl6sei with safety, 
could not fail to place the people completely at the disposal of the regular 
traders in agitation : a profession th^ crime, folly and tiisappuintment, 
as well as many oilier circumstances, besideg the love of notoriety, and, 
the practice of a feeble Government, too often disposed to purchase the 
silence of successful demagogues, naturally 'tended to fuller. 

For reasons best known to Providence, a certahi quantity of poy^rty, 
suffering and ignorance is attached to every part of this our»little world 
of mighty men. Most countries are naturaUy anxiou^ to conceal this 
sort of nakedness; but in Ireland it has been co'nstantly cherished, 
boasted of, and brought forwards in the foce of day, in support of the 
doctrines idvanced by the Irish patriots^ instead of serving to illustrate 
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their power and evil influence. Men were desired to look, not to their 
own exertions for amendment in their condition* but to the effect of 
agitation: they were told, that rights or privileges, certain .of bestowing 
immediate ease and affluence, were unjustly withheld from them by the 
Government, whose object it was to crush Ireland for the benefit of 
England: as if tlie ruin of one part of the empire could improve the* 
rest, or the destruction of the left arm invigorate the right. A credu- 
lous people, completely under the control of an interested priesthood, 
and without a resident gentry to advise and assist them in their distress 
and diflicu?ties, did not consider of these contradictions, but constantly 
clung to the hopes of the wealth that was to come without toil, more 
desirous, of course, to see manna fall from heaven than be at the 
trouble of working for it. Agitation and improvidence were thus 
encouraged : the people laboured only from hand to mouth, always ex- 
pecting that some great event or other would Come to pass and improve 
their condition; whilst an augmenting population, without a propor- 
tionate augmentation of the means of comfort, naturally added to the 
grand total of poverty, leaving Ireland, in the general march of pros- 
perity, far behind the sister kingdoms, on whose resources her suffering 
people too often became a heavy burden. 

This mischievous dependence on measures that agitation is to force on 
the Government of England, is further encouraged by the call of all 
parties, in and out of Parliament, that*^^ something must be done for 
Ireland.** Irish members, also, too often forgetting that they were 
legislators of^'a large empire, of which Ireland forms an integral part, 
looked upon themselves as mere delegates sent over to represent some 
Irish faction ; so *that Irish logic and agitation not only found a voice 
within the walls of St. Stephen’s, but was loudly backed, both in and 
out of Parliament, by all who, from various motives, happened to be 
opposing the Government of the day ; and as the real ))overty of the 
people gave a sort of plausibility to the constantly repeated calls that 
“ something must be done for Ireland,” none liked to oppose, and 
fairly to call upon Ireland to«do something for herself. What would 
be said were we, session after session, to demand that something should 
be done for Scotland ? Yet Scotland is much inferior to Ireland in soil 
and climate, is more heavily taxed, has its full share of absentees and 
harsh landlords, (and distress and poverty are far from being strangers to 
the land ; but with us, men look only ao their own exertions for im- 
provement in their condition, and place not altogether their trust. in 
demagogues. ^ 

The evils thaTweliave here attempted to ascribe to regul^ir and pro- 
fessional agitation, are, we know, attributed by radical politicians to 
what they are pleased to term mif-government, asserting that, under a 
wise system of administration, agitation cannot prevail to any mis- 
chievous extent. This is going on the old Utopian doctrine, so dear to 
liberal simplici^, that all tfie ruled are good and .wise, and the rulers 
invariably unwise ; whereas the truth is, that men are but moderately 
good, and wise only in a very moderate degree; always more inclined 
to throw the blame of their misfortunes on the shoulders of others than 
on their own foll^^nd improvidence. 

« O Fortune, Forton/I all thy bbasted powers 
Would shrink to nothing wem but prudence our’ik*' J uvbhau 
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To attribute the evils of Irelahd to constant misgovemment would 
be to suppose, what is scarcely comprehensible, that the many wise and 
able men who have at different times governed England have invariably 
been unwise in regard to Ireland. All those who, for the last half cen- 
tury, and we might go farther back, have been at the head of affairs, 
have, by universal admission, been actuated by a sincere desire of pro- 
moting the welfare of the empire at large : and leaving virtue entirtly 
out of the question, it was .their interest to do so ; for what can give 
public men greater means of forwarding even their own vi?W8 of per- 
sonal aggrandizement than the prosperity of the country over which 
they preside ? To say, therefore, that the English Government pur- 
posely misgoverned Ireland, and forced it into rebellion, merely to 
gratify selfish and sinister views, is an assertion fit only for mob orators, 
always ready to sacrifice truth and libel honour, for the purpose of 
inflaming those who do not suspect the extent to which low and design- 
ing men will go in ascribing unworthy plans and motives to their 
supefiors in station, wisdom and virtue. 

It is one of the misfortunes of Ireland, that we receive most of our 
information respecting that country from the Irish themselves, who, 
owing to the fierceness of party feeling, happen, of all men, to be the 
least capable of forming a just opinion of the wants and situation of 
their native land. Before the year 1 829 the Catholic disabilities were 
pleaded as the great cause of the poverty and miserj that afflicted 
Ireland ; and though plain men could not well see how the repeal of 
these disa^bilities was to feed the hungry and clothe ^he naked, yet the 
plea prevailed, and what was inapplicably termed emancipation was 
granted : a boon that has as yet served only to sliow the falsehood of 
tlic grounds on which it was claimed, and the folly of all the brilliant 
expectations anticipated from its bestowal. We say the falsehood of 
the grounds on winch it was claimed, because the very word emancipa- 
tion means relief from thraldom, whereas the Catholics laboured under 
no restraint whatever, and the permission, so whiningly asked, for all 
Christians to worship at the same altar, was mere deception, Catholics, 
like all other sects, having the most perfect freedom of worship. It 
was power and notoriety that was wanted by the leaders ; and for this, 
the lower orders were instigated to agitation, under a pjomise that some 
distinct and tangible benefit vifas to result to them from the success of 
their superiors. When the poor found that they got no good from this 
fondly-anlicipatcd measure, another source of agiiatio^ji was started, 
and another, and another,’’ will succeed even to the end of the chapter, 
as long as professional agitation shall be encouraged and rewarded. 
The misery thus occasioned to the people, together with*the crimes and 
excesses they commit under the^ excitement into which they are hurried^ 
is never considered or thought of, unless a^ furnishing good matter for 
fresh harangues : for in no country o/ the world is the melancholy truth 
that ^ ... 

** Man's innumanitf to man 
Is cause that man must mouru,*, 

SO strongly verified as in unhappy Ireland. 

We have been stationed in Ireland, and have seen a good deal of the 
lower orilerS of the people ; for during the intervals of service we often 
made excursions* into retired districts, where we were entirely at the 
mercy of the |)easantry for the tiifling'comfQrt required on such jour* 
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neys. ^The blue frock-coat and tegitrtental button showed that we 
belonged to the anny, and often, when the direction of our journey had 
been known at quarters, our arrival at some distant fair, patron, or 
retired glen was as regularly anticipated and provided for, as if pre-’ 
viously discovered by aid of the second sight; and it is a justice 
we owe the people to say, that we never on such occasions experienced 
th^ slightest rudeness, but were invariably treated with the greatest 
kindness and hospitality. a military man and as an idler, the writer 
of this article has visited most countries of Europe, and some even 
beyond the tropics, but in no rank or country has he seen so much 
genuine politeness as amongst the lower orders of Irish peasantry; 
unless, perhaps, amongst the few highlanders whom the unerring science 
of political economy has yet left to wander amidst the hills of the North. 
Of the boasted hospitality of, the higher orders in Ireland we saw 
notliing whatever, — a circumstance we mention only by way of illus- 
trating the difference existing between Irish sayings and Irish doings. 
Tlie Irish are an excellent and an amiable people, but they have way 
of speaking in the superlative degree of themselves and their country, 
that is apt to deceive the uninitiated, even when no deception is 
intended : we should be wrong in concluding from this style of oratory 
that Ireland is wretched merely because^ the people of Ireland carry all 
the cardinal virtues to extremes. 

,ln addition to the knowledge acquired in our excursions, chance 
opened to us another and a curious channel of information respecting 
the character, hab,i,t3 and opinions of the lower orders of Irish. It is 
the duty of the captain or field-oflicer of the day to inspect the prison 
guards in Ireland ; and when the writer of these lines was, on one occa- 
sion, going his rounds accordingly, a prisoner desired to speak a few 
words in private with him. The object of the man's request, to which 
he added a full confession of a crime too lightly looked upon in Ireland, 
was to obtain his liberation through our intercession, under a promise 
of enlisting in tlie regiment to which we belonged. The trifle tliat was 
given him, to atone in some measure for our inability to serve him, 
made our generosity famous within the walls of the jail, where we soon 
had a numerous acquaintance ; and as an Irishman, wliether at liberty 
or in durance, Ibves to hear himself talk, and as we proved a good 
listener, and one who, as a soldier, could be trusted, many were the 
tales of folly, crime and sorrow that, in our visits to the different jails, 
where we made vacquaintance with the prisoners, came to our know- 
ledge. That many such tales were embellished, and others 'altogether 
invented for our peculiar benefit, is likely enough, but these very 
fictions ^ere fo\inded on the habits and planners of the people, so that, 
like pure metal at the bottoMi of the crucible, truth was, after dll, found 
concealed beneath llie drossy 

We mention*^ this qircumstance^ merely to show that the means of 
acquiring some knowledge of Ireland- j&ave been within our reach. 
Many persShs will say, for their own consistency, that we have profited 
but little by our •fportunities : for we must declare, that with the aid of 
this knowledge, we have vainly sought^ in the general system, or par- 
ticular acts, .of Government, for sufficient causes of that excess of enme 
and suffering by which Ireland sqroaskes the sister kingdom, as well as 
the other civilized countries of Europe. We have Heard of' the mis- 
govmmejit of Ireland^ of the et|l influence exercised by a Protestant 
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ascendency party. We have heard, of course, — for who has not ?— a 
good deal of Irish rigmarole about acts ^ 

To men remote from power but rarely known.*' 

But we have heard of no act on the part of Government, nor of any 
statutes tliat Government could remove, that can at all account for the 
miserable State of the lower orders of Irish. Nor need the cause of the 
evil be souglit for amidst the dust of mouldy parchments, when it is 
staring us full in tiie face,' and deafening us by constant* noise and 
bluster ; — its name is agitation, — and the wunder only is, that acting 
constantly on the lively and inflammable temperament of the people of 
Ireland, it has not long since driven the country into open rebellion. 

Ask an Irish peasant, with whom you may happen to have a gossip* 
ping acquaintance, and who knows he has nothing to apprehend from 
yon, what are his principal grievances?* and he will tell you at once 
that th(*y are liigh rents and tithes; the latter of wliich, if he is a 
Catliolic, he is taught to look upon, not as part of the rent he agrees 
to pay for his land, but as a sum extorted from him by the power of a 
hostile church. Follow up the inquiry, and ask him how he can expect 
to pay or obtain a profitable return from such high rent ? his reply will 
be, “ Indeed, what your honour says is perfectly true ; but wliatare we 
poor people to do if we cannot get it cheaper ? but something may hap- 
pen yet,** or, “ perhaps we may get our rights, and then, your honour 
knows, all will be well.** What he understands by “ E^metbing that 
may happen,*’ lie never explain^, and probably does not altogether 
know himself ; for the Catliolic peasantry seldom speak of the possibility 
of a rebellion, though mak«y of them, who certainly would lake no share 
in it, consider such an event as more than probable. We are here 
speaking of times immediately preceding the emancipation act : what 
the feeling on the subject may be at present we pretend not to say, 
though no very favourable change is understood to have taken place. 
But if the Irish peasant will not dwell on the subject of rebellion, he is 
willing enough to speak about his fancied rigiils ; and whenever he 
enters upon that fiivourite topic with any one in whom confidence can 
be reposed, a regular display of Irish eloquence — a torrent of pure 
agitation rigmarole, is sure to follow : it proves superioj onJy to what is 
spouted in and out of Parliament, by tlie natural politeness which pre- 
vents the simple peasant from directly contradicting you, or from 
insulting or vituperating your country or the government to whicli you 
owe allegiance. The ultimate tendency of all ibis'* b/atory is to show, 
that strangers cannot possibly have as much right to the land as the 
original possessors ; that it must, in ^somc shape br other, revert to the 
first proprietors, ot must be held at whatever rent the farmers deem fair, 
and equitable. This, and the restitution of the <shurch lands to tiie 
Catholic clergy, though looked upon as a matter of less^nsequence, is 
exactly what the lower orders of liish understand by “•our rigltts ;** 
and to obtain these fancied rignte, in pursuit of wliich the al^nations of 
property by sale. Or its possession for centres as the result of con- 
quest or confiscation, is entirely overlooked ; they follow the blustering 
banner of agitation, always expecting the ** rights’* to arrive before the 
next half-year’s rent is due ; so that whenever term-day a'j^in brin^ 
disappointment in its train, the unhappy victim of factious Sequence is 
forced into ^e iranke of Jtockites, Raparees, or Whitebo^s, enters into 
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illegal combinations, and carries on a predatory war against all who 
submit or help to uphold the hateful institutions that drive him from 
his potatO'^garden, and from the shelter of his humble cabin. 

No legislative act can remedy these evils ; nor is it easy to dispel 
the erroneous views from whence they principally emanate ; for every 
nation brings with it, from its earlier state of barbarism, certain super* 
Btit/ons and opinions, on which the habits, actions, and modes of think- 
ing of the people continue to be founded, till knowledge and civilization 
gradually efxpel the phantoms of darkness! The most deeply-rooted 
superstition of Ireland, and one that has, unfortunately, outlived fays, 
fairies, and luricorns, has been a belief in the hostile spirit enter- 
tained by the Government of England against the Irish people. This 
belief demagogues have not failed to foster ; and it can now be put 
down only by a general and generous resolution of all public men, as 
well as public writers, to use 'their utmost exertions to convince the 
people of Ireland that it is, and naturally must be, the most ardent 
wish of the Government of England to see Ireland happy and prospe- 
rous. We must have no more miserable party barking on this dan- 
gerous and unhappy subject; and your regular agitator, instead of 
being praised, honoured, and pensioned, must be held up to universal 
indignation as the principal author of a noble nation’s crimes and suf- 
ferings. Educate the people, we shall* be told, and they will see their 
own errors ; but this is merely one of the vapid phrases of the marcli- 
of-intellect slalug; for nations, like men, can be instructed but slowly, 
and, at the best, in a very imperfect degree. All that Government 
can effect is to thr6w the school-door wide open ; and in no country arc 
there more means of acquiring instruction than in uninstructed Ireland. 
Having, by the Bill now before Parliament, so far strengthened the 
hands of Government as to admit of their affording protection to life 
and property, our next step must be the introduction of a modified 
system of poor-laws into Ireland, not merely in order to benefit her own 
starving population, but also to prevent England fiom being assessed 
for that purpose. We say modified system of poor-laws, because the 
rental of Ireland is small, and the demand on the assessment will neces- 
sarily be great ; but it must nevertheless be fairly met. To confisciite 
the wealth of tl^. Protestant church for the benefit of the Irish poor 
would, in fact, be to impoverish or expel a well-educated and well- 
affected resident gentry, who mostly spend their money in tlie country, 
for. tlie purpose of sparing the incomes of absentee landlords and Irish 
buckeens. ’ 

Many have supposed that the disturbances in Ireland were entirely 
of a religious i?ature, "occasioned solely by the hostility of the people to 
the Church of England and to the tithe system. 'This is taking a 
partial yiew of the. subject only: the hostility in question is the 
result, and no( the cause, * of agitation; for the people are made to 
belie/e that tiie tithes would revert toA^m, could tlie claims of the 
Churcli be destroyed. They are not al^ed to see that the Protestant 
Church is (and has been fqr upwards of two centuries) a part-proprietor 
of the soil, and siT if^ucb entitled to its rent as the landlord under whom 
a farm is held. If the tithesswere tak^n from the Church to-morrow, 
they would hot.revert to the temponpry tenant of a farm, but to Uie 
owner of the other nine-tenths of the land, who would naturally raise 
the rei^t accordingly. If confiscated fpr the use of the ‘3tfite/they 
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Would bo collected by the tax-gatherer ; or if appropriated to the bei^efit 
of the poot, they would be collected by the overseer of the paAab. In 
no case would the present complaining tithe-payer be a gainer to the 
amount of a single potato, and Ireland, as a country, would be the 
losen To confiscate the Church property for the benefit of the poor 
would be to hold out a premium to poverty and idleness, at the expense 
of learning, education, and good conduct,— would, in fact, be pesma- 
nently settling a certain number of paupers on the rent of the lahd, 
without diminishing the amount of that legitimate poverty resulting 
from feebleness, old age, and want of employment. - We are of the 
number of those who thmk the poor entitled to support from the country 
in which the hand of property has placed them ; but such a burden 
must never fall upon any particular class of persons or property ; it must 
be borne by the general mass of the property of a county ; and the 
taxes collected to meet it must be so contrived as to give the payers an 
interest in diminishing the causes from whence the evil results. 

Absenteeism and the w^ant of capital are frequently mentioned as 
the causes of the misery of Ireland ; but both these result, in a great 
measure, from agitation ; for few me^ of wealth will reside in a country 
constantly looked upon as on the eve of revolution, and still fewer will 
think of investing capital in it. Thus causes and effects go on multi* 
plying each other ; agitators fixeif 3 the poor to extravagant expecta- 
tions, and to idle habits, that naturally lead to recklessness and crime, 
thus driving from the land the peace and security w?iich can alone 
bring in their train the wealth and ease so unwisely sought after by 
turbulence and riot. Your Irish patriots have, aftSr all, but half the 
merit of Tom Thumb : that doughty hero could kill at least the giants 
he himself had raised ; whereas the mighty of lungs can but raise, and 
not allay the demon of discord. 

As to habitual al)sentceism, whether from England or Ireland, it is 
in these times little short of treason, and bears evident proof of the 
callous and unpatriotic feelings that liberalism and a despicable tone of 
fashion have diffused over the land ; and though we cannot well tax or 
punish men for preferring the low and sensual pleasures of Rome and 
Florence to an honourable sharing of their wealth and incomes with 
their suffering countrymen, we can at least ask such individuals, when- 
ever they seek public favour* or employment, on what grounds they 
advance such claims after having for years imbibed, or having been 
trained up in the anti-British feelings so carefully instilled into the 
minds of all who have long resided abroad, or who have been educated 
in the virtuous seminaries of France and Italy. We certainly have the 
right to'JVi^sit on the children the unpatriotic sins *of the^fathers, even to 
the tht^ and fourth generation ; and, in the present state of the country., 
it is iii^pa our duly to use tliat right. ,The money spent abroad by 
Engfil^ absentees has been reckoned at from five to«nine millions a* 
year ; ati 'estimate that, ta k^^fcdh t the medium of only sfeven mjFlionS, 
would give a “ tottte of iMWloU** as Mr. Hume says, iff more than 
one hundred millions of money unprofitable drawi^ frpm Britain since 
the peace, and in itself almost sufficient to account for the difeitress 
lately so much complained off for this hundred millions^ added to the 
wealth now in the country, would be upwards of four pounds to’ every 
}ndividu|^l in thei empire; end think VW a treasure that would be in 
ti. S. JflfbAw.. No. 53. ^RiL. 1833. 2 h « 
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the poor man’s cottage ! and though we well know that it would not 
have beda equally divided, yet as capital increases instead of diminish- 
ing, and as the hoarding of gold has not lately been much in vogue, 
we should have had it pretty fairly distributed throughout the land ; 
for where there is money spent there must be money earned. This 
immense sum is now aiding to bring forward the rival manufactures 
of £iance — a country that, be it recollected, takes nothing whatever 
from us in the way of trade, but hard cash. Let men travel for instruc- 
tion, health, « or recreation, but let the regufar absentee, who ceases to 
be a Briton in feeling, cease also to share the honours and advantages 
of a British citizen. 

This article has already grown to such a length that we have hardly 
left ourselves room to speak of the repeal of the Union. The pretence 
on which the measure is to be agitated for is, as usual, totally destitute 
of any just foundation. It is Asserted, viz. that an Irish Parliament, 
assembled in Dublin, must be better informed as to the wants and wishes 
of the people of Ireland, than a British Parliament assembled in 
London ; as if it could be seriously maintained, in these days of mail- 
coaches and steam-boats, when nothing escapes, even for a moment, 
the searching activity of the newspaper press, that any piece of useful 
and advantageous information could possibly come to light in Dublin, 
or in the most retired parts of Ireland; without being transmitted to 
London by regular course of post. If we take a military view of the 
subject only, we fully agree with Mr. Stanley that it is a measure 
which must be resisted even ** unto dSath.” That a separation of the 
crowns would soon' follow a separation of the legislature, needs hardly 
any proof. Let any one say what would have b€en the consequence if, in 
1798, Ireland had been governed by a Catholic Parliament (as an Irish 
Parliament must now be), and had been as well disciplined to agita- 
tion as it is at the present moment : — and may not such a crisis again 
returh ? Besides, we need not look far back into history for evidence 
to show what are likely to be the measures of a Catholic Parliament : 
they would alienate the property of the Church of England in favour 
of the Roman clergy, and by degrees confiscate the lands held by Pro- 
testants, in order that they might revert to those who pretend to a prior 
or belter right ofr possession. Measures of this nature, to which fifty 
others might be added, would necessarily be resisted by Britain, and 
lead to a collision certain to bring about a separation, unless success- 
fully resisted by arms. As an independent country, Ireland would be a 
ciladeljor iUe-dt’-fonU from whence the forces of France, Spain, and 
America, whenever the latter country should be strong enough to 
cttrry on distanlr military operations, could assail our i^hores, and strike 
at the very root of our life. and power* Her excellent southern and 
western harbours might receive the armaments of our enemies ; her 
rich 'soil would refresh, her resoureq^ equip th6m, and her eastern ports 
would .vomit them upon any part of our long and indefensible coast, 
from Cape Wrath to the Land’s End. Without a navy, but merely by 
the aid of a fewumiserable^ privateers, she might effectually blockade 
Glasgow, Liverpool, and Bristol, rendering St. George's Channel almost 
useless for commercial purpose's, and enHangering even the whole of our 
western navigation. Ireland, as a separate kingdom, would in fact 
kwnabield ia the hands of our beneath the 'i^heUer ^f which 
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a sword might be constantly kept pointed at the very hc^rt of the 
Empire; and the repeal of the Union, being the first step towards such 
a position, must therefore be resisted even “ unto death I*' 

Though this is not the place for discussing the merits of the Bill 
now in its progress through Parliament for the pacification of Ireland, 
we feel ourselves called upon by the peculiar circumstances of the ^imes, 
as well as by the novel situation in which the army is about to be 
placed, to address a few Words — that we may term words 4 [)f warning— 
not merely to the friends of the profession, but to the country at 
large. 

Very painful and responsible duties, totally at variance with military 
habits and pursuits, are about to devolve upon the officers of the army. 
That our comrades will bring to this melancholy task not only zeal, 
patience, and forbearance, but the utmost kindliness of feeling towards 
the unhappy victims of unprincipled agitation, we may safely assert ; 
to^these they must now add, difficult as it proves for men possessed of a 
keen sense of honour, a sufficiency of impassibility to make them 
persevere in the straight line of ji^ticc, unmoved by the insults and 
abuse that will be heaped upon ihelll, however well they may perform 
these new and distressing duties. A consciousness of upright conduct 
and intention must support them ; and enlightened patriots, who know 
how closely the interest of the country and the services are connected, 
particularly since all the great nations of the world® have grown to^ 
maturity, and come within arm’s length of each other, must not allow 
their opinion to be swayed by the fierce attacks "that, in spite of our 
present unmasking of the enemies’ batteries, will not fail to be directed 
against our order. Justice, at the hands of the army, will be termed 
oppression ; every act of necessary severity will be magnified into a 
deed of wanton and profligate cruelty; and the monstrous and out- 
rageous falsehoods circulated after the rebellion in 1798, will be re- 
peated with ample augmentation. In order to ruin the character of 
the profession, and to sink the service to the miserable state of inef- 
ficiency in whidi it was at the commencement of the late war, every 
species of invective will be directed agiainst the officers by the enlight- 
ened band of statesmen and philosophers, who th^k hostility to the 
army a sufficient proof of that patriotism of which they make so loud a 
boast. There will be the clever sophistries of the Examiner — the frothy 
rant of the Agitators — the spouting of popularity-hunting novices, down 
even to the soporific bathos of the economists. 

At. the time when the high compliment of trusting the pacification of 
an entire kingdom to their zeal an^ exertion is \o be paid to the army, 
it may.be as wdl to remind tlie, country how little either Whig or Tory 
governments have done to improve the conditiors of the soldier, and to 
raise the military in order to fit them fo*r the important duties that, as 
we now see, may at times devoWe upon them. It must be “always 
recollected that the army owe their present character, udiich the Sup- 
pression Bill itself declares to be a high one, solely and entirely to the 
conduct and good feeling of the officers themselves, {otally unsupported 
by Government, who aided them no farther than merely by keeping 
them together, because they w^e indispensable. As a Body, the army 
ia^ve been ill ppid and worse rewarded, Service, conduct, and profes- 
donal^ijmrements are left unvalued, and go for nothing when pleado^. 
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in opposition to wealth and influence, as grounds of distinction and: 
preferment. Almost proscribed before the Peninsular war, officers and 
men were sent into the field with their best energies shackled, owirtjf 
to the feehle military policy of the Government. 

At the close of the contest, Mr. Hume and his party, calling to their 
aid the blind, but evcr-active passion of human avarice, forced upon the 
executive a line of miserable and penurious policy, intended to curtail 
the few comferts the army ever possessed, and to crush every hope 
of honourable reward or distinction. Only a few days before the 
Irish jpacification measure was subinilted to Parliament, the member 
for Middlesex, who had acquired a fortune in India under the protection 
of the British bayonets, actually proposed to abolish the few situations of 
moderate emolument to which naval and military men can still look for- 
ward, after passing a long life of severe and active service on the wretched 
pittance of professional pay ; going so far in his enlightened wisdom^ 
as to express a wish of entirely excluding the members of the two ser- 
vices from tlie honour of sitting in the House of Commons. As Inis 
motion was rejected by an ordinary majority only, it would be a curious 
calculation to ascertain how many of those wlio supported it afterwards 
voted willi Ministers for trusting the pacification of Ireland to that very 
army wliich they had just endeavoured to render utterly inefficient by 
breaking the high pride and bearing of its oflicers. If by their own 
exertions, military men had not raised themselves to a station in public 
opinion far above what might have been expected from the conduct 
pursued by the Government towards the profession at large, hisMajestVs 
Ministers would not at this day have been proposing measures for the 
pacification of Ireland to a British Parliament ; the chances are, that they 
would have been negotiating, under the friendly mediation of France 
and Russia, about the terms on which a free trade to the West Indies 
and the untaxed navigation of the Caledonian canal, should be granted 
to the citizens of the Hibernian Republic. Some may deem this to be 
exaggerated, but let them recollect the situation of prostrate Europe 
before the British army look tlie field in 1808, and the ohange that im- 
mediately followed its success. Or, to revert to later times, — ask im- 
partial or well-informed foreigners what saved the Continent from 
becoming one scene of anarchy and confusion after the Jacobin 
revolution of 1830; and they wilP answer at once, that it was the con- 
fidence universally placed in the army and navy of Britain, and the 
conviction felt that they would remain true to the cause of honour, — and 
form, in case of need, a rallying point to the friends of loyalty arid order, 
liCt us look back only to the wild years 1831 and 1832, and then, 
lUnd on heart, tell us what security'thenc existed for one hour's con- 
tinuance of public tranquillity, but the reliance universally placed on 
the unshaken fidelity of the afrmy. Some philosophers, a Veau merk^ 
will ^ay.that the/‘^ood sense’’ of the^-country may always be relied upon 
ijS'suen ^xtreipities : this is a pretty phrase, no doubt, and well suited 
to an age not over famous for distinguishing between sound an4 sense 
in its political decl^Rnations. But was there no good sense in France^* 
during the reign of terror ? W^s there none at Bristol, when that fine 
tt>wn was bunv,t by a drunken rabble ? Or, was good sense passive^ 
whilst the evil propensities of men w<ere fierce and active, ^as they always^ 
Whto freed from restraint? Where is good sense in the Ifbur of 
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emerg^CY ? F^rhap^ he is in bed, or at dinner, occupied in his work-* 
shop, or behind the counter driving a good bargain, — and ifpleasantly 
or profitably employed, it will take some time to convince him (for 
good sense is always cautious) of the necessity of moving, however 
rapidly the flames may be raging. When started at last, good sense 
has to be armed, drilled, and organized before he can be made avaib 
able ; and, if he is to be sent on a distant or a dangerous service, he has 
his affairs to settle, and ^ long and affectionate leave to take of his 
wife and family, who become particularly dear on such (ftcasions. To 
avoid these interruptions, that would in the end constitute a complete 
bar to the ordinary pursuits of life, good sense declares that there must 
be an efficient armed force, so composed, as to admit of its being de* 
pended upon in every extremity, — capable, not only of resisting foreign 
foes and climates, but proof also against the dangerous snares and 
illusions spread by more insidious domestic enemies. Folly and pre- 
sumption willingly agree to the necessity of having their goods, cnat- 
teis, and precious persons preserved from harm and molestation, — but 
expect that tlie toils, dangers, and years of expatriation to which sailors 
and soldiers must bo exposed in oj;4^r to afford such protection to the 
rest of llie community, shall be encountered without holding out to 
cither profession the least prospect of honour or reward. Men, familiar 
with history, and acquainted ft^ith human nature, naturally laugh at the 
ignorance that would reap without sowing, and griev^ for the country 
that calls to its councils the authors of such miserable proposals. 


NARRATIVE OF THE NAVAL OPERATIONS IN THE POTOMAC, 

BY THE SQUADRON UNDER THE ORDERS OF CAPTAIN SIR JAUES A. GORDON, 

IN 1814. 

When the war with France terminated in 1914, by the overthrow of 
Napoleon, Government determined to carry on vigorous operations in 
America, and bring the war to a conclusion in tliat quarter, by severely 
chastising a nation who had declared against us wiien our hands were 
full in Europe, and who, by their maritime siiccestes, had astonished 
themselves as much as they iiad surprj^ed us. 

It is not my intention to enter into a history of our naval disasters ; 
but 1 cannot help observing, that the Americans j^wed their succei^, in 
a great degree, to our Government and naval officers holding them too 
cheap, and instead of sending out large and well-manned frigates to 
crush them at once, we trusted to our supposeef naval •superiority, with- 
out taking proper precautions to secure it. We never took the trouble 
to reflect, that there was no instance on ^jecord of a 12-pounder English 
frigate capturing a French one mounting 18-pounder«, and we had no 
rignt to expect an 18-pounder English frigate should capture an Ameri- 
can carrying 24-pounders. We, unfortunately, considered them far 
below the French in naval knowledge and guiqne^y, when they were 
Actually superior to oprselves, having devoted much attention to thet 
science which we had shamefiflly neglected. We forgot {here had been 
an embargo for a considerable^ time on American shipping, and that 
^eir ships were, in consequence, ihanneS with picked men, and com- 
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manded b;^ old olfecets, well^xperienced in 6eaman9hipt although totally 
inexperienced in war. They held our navy in great respect, 1 had 
almost said dread, and they zealously exerted themselves to render their 
ships as perfect as Y)ossible. Nevertheless, 1 apprehend, it never once 
entered into the head of the commander of the Constitution that he 
ooutd by any cliance capture a British frigate ; and I intend nothing 
disrespectful to the Constitution, when 1 observe, that had she fallen in 
with the Shannon, who was well manned, and in a superior state of 
discipline, she would, in all probability, have met the fate of the Cheaar 
peake. 

Their first action being successful, gave them confidence ; this was 
confirmed by the capture of another frigate, and several sloops of war, 
with equal ease, but all of inferior force ; they tbouglit themselves in- 
vincible, and, in an evil hour, determined to try their strength with the 
Shannon, and so sure were they of success, that many of the inhabitants 
of Boston went out in pleasure-boats to see the fight, and welcome the 
Chesapeake back with her prize ; when, to their surprise and dismay, a 
short quarter of an hour showed the United States' flag struck, and the 
British colours flying as usual over those of their enemy. The action 
was short, but it was a hard fought and bloody battle ; the Americans 
behaved with great bravery, (and why should they not ? — they are our 
children,) but nothing could withstand the discipline of the Shannon. 

It is difficult fi^r a naval officer to write about America without touch- 
ing on our disasters, and the reader mu^ pardon this natural propensity, 
and I will carry him^, with as little delay as possible, across the Atlantic 
to the scenes of action 1 am about to describe. ^ I was in the Euryalus 
in those days, cruizing off Marseilles, under the orders of the Undaunted, 
and plans were laid for various enterprises during the summer. On 
standing in one night we observed brilliant illuminations, an^ concluded 
that Napoleon had gained a great victory, or that the Allies had entered 
Paris, and made peace — either of whicli events would have caused re- 
joicings. At daylight in the morning the white flag was seen flying on 
the forts, and we stood in to ascertain what had taken place, and were 
rather surprised at receiving a few shot from chateau DTf. The Un- 
daunted was not slow in returning the compliment, not exactly under- 
standing what to rt«ake of our reception. ^ boat with a flag of truce 
soon made its appearance, and tl« Mayor of Marseilles came alongside 
to apologize for the firing, and to inform us the Allies were in Paris, 
and^ Buonaparte dethroned, lie invited us to anchor in the road, 
regretting at the same time that the sanitary laws would prevent him 
having the pleasure of seeing us on shore. We accepted the invitation 
most readily, with the secret intentibn of, profiting by»tlie general joy 
and enthusiasm, and outwitting the quarantine officers. After the com** 
plimentary salutes we rowed into the harbour, and were so clamorously 
invited,, by the pebple tp land, that^it was impossible to resist. The 
moment the boat touched the wharf, a rush was made by men, women, 
and children,*' who embraced us with the most lively joy, and finall^ 
pjirried us in their* avtns to 'ihe town-hall, where the municipal body 
l^ere assembled, and, totally foi^etting tl^e quarantine laws, received us 
With the greatest enthusiasm. The first alderman had got half through 
, long complimentary speech, wheq. he Was- interrupted by a deputation 
[the Board of Health, expressing their surprise, that the act o£ 
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the English sliduld be setting the sanitary laws at nought,-^ »law^S that 
hdd never been infringed but by Buonaparte, who was now dtethronecjl. 
We Spoke French badly, and, in the present instance, were inclined to 
speak but little, and understand less. After a good deal of shrugging 
our shoulders, shaking our hdads, — vociferation on the part of the sani^ 
tary officers, — attempts to calm them on the part of the municipality and 
bye-standers, — it was finally decided, the ships were to be put in qua- 
rantine, and the captains be allowed to remain on shor^ Orders to 
that effect were given, but too late to be effectual ; every boat at Mar- 
seilles had been put in requisition, and the ships were fairly boarded by 
men, women, and children of all classes, — tliis continued for two days. 
Representations were made to the Board of Health to pratique^ as 
it was quite impossible to keep the people out, but they were inflexible. 
The governor was at last obliged to lay the boom across the li arbour, 
and call on the inhabitants by proclamation to respect the law ; this 
farce went on for a week or ten days, when the flag was hauled down, 
and the officers were invited to share in the gaieties of the town. 

The governor. Count Du Mui, an old general upwards of seventy, 
treated us with great kindness and hospitality ; his example was followed 
by the principal inhabitants, who vied with each other in their attentions 
and entertainments. In the midst of this gaiety the Undaunted sailed 
for Frejus, to embark the fallen emperor, in consequence of a requisition 
from Sir Neil Campbell, the English commissioner ;®lier place was, 
however, supplied by several lin3-of-battle ships and frigates, who had 
heard of our reception, and came for the double ijurpose of recreation 
and embarking the nurnerous English prisoners who had been released, 
and were flocking in from all parts of France, and who had their full 
share of the hospitalities of Marseilles. The sanitary laws were consi- 
derably relaxed, in consequence of the length of time the ships had been 
at sea, and great harmony prevailed. Entertainments were given on 
board to the authorities and principal inhabitants; and French and 
English, who had been so long at war, seemed to forget their animosi- 
ties, and were only anxious to contribute to each otlier’s enjoyments. 

Business was not forgot in the midst of these gaieties. The caulk- 
ing-iron, which had been many years silent, was a^ain heard , ships 
were seen rigging, repairing^, and taking in cargoes, and every inhabi- 
tant appeared to feel prosperity had a§ain smiled on their town. The 
military alone seemed dissatisfied ; but still they were polite and atten- 
tive to their former enemies, which was both phfesant and agreeable. 
It was most amusing to see our weather-beaten tars, who liad been long 
shut out from any rational amusement, except what they found at 
Minorca, figuring aw^ in quadrilles, with all the good liumbur and 
awkwardness of John Bull, quite unacquainted atjhat time with Frencb 
dancing. The ladies of Marseilles were fleautiful and jnost fascinating, 
and not a few officers left their heafts behind them. F^om this <lream 
of pleasure — for it was but a dream — we were awakened by an dr&r to 
proceed forthwith to Mahon. We hardly bad time to bid adieu to our 
fair friends ; nothing was further from our wishes tUan'atrip to America, 
which was our ultimate destination : we had been long most actively 
employed in the Mediterranean, |ind looked forward to a relaxation from 
aU our toils and^troubles, with unfeigned pleasure ; that prospect, how- 
eVer, w8s at present at an end, and we left Marseilles, \^itn heavy hearts* 
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to |)rocee^ to Minorca, where we arrived in a couple of days, The 
Iphigenia, BacchAnte, and Furieuse, were already there, refitting for the 
American station ; we were put under the orders of Captain King, the 
senior bfRcer, and we followed their example with all the alacrity that 
could be expected from a disappointed ship’s company. The Euryalus 
was the o&iest frigate in the Mediterranean, and officers and men had 
fully ‘made up their minds to be ordered home from Marseilles : they, 
however, bore their disappointment with great good humour ; the worst 
hands were o\-dered to be discharged, and our complements were filled 
up from the squadron. Somehow or other we managed to receive 
worse men tlian we discharged ; and 1 believe I may safely say, tlie 
other frigates were in the same predicament, and we all sailed from 
Minorca with ships’ companies by no means fit to cope with the picked 
men of America. On our arriv^'il at Gibraltar we received orders to 
take under convoy between three and four thousand men, under General 
Gosling, wl'o were daily expected from Genoa, and who w'ere destined 
to carry on offensive operalions in America. Five three-deckers hnd 
the'eonvoy soon arrived, — the latter had to provision and water, — and 
with so strong a naval force, and two admirals’ flags flying, it might be 
supposed that completing them was no difficult task ; be that as it may, 
little or no assistance was given, and an easterly wind coming on, we 
were ordered to sea, short of everything that was necessary to perforin 
a voyage acroai^.the Atlantic — every necessary repi^entation was made, 
without effect, and even alter being uryler-way, qi|»ide the Gut,' a tele- 
OTaphic signal was yiade to the squadron, which had also sailed, that we 
had neither water nor provisions, which was^answered by the word 
“ supply.” 

A favourable wind brought us to the Canary Islands, where we 
obtained, with much difficulty, a scanty supply of water ; three days 
were passed at Santa Cruz in obtaining this, and the convoy sailed from 
that port on short allowance of water. The trade wind conducted, us 
within a couple of hundred miles of Bermuda, where we w'ere met by a 
westerly breeze, and the water becoming short, it was a question 
whether we should not be obliged to proceed to Halifax. After beating 
about a few days, it fortunately changed, and we soon arrived at Ber- 
muda. I meritiofi this circumstance, to show how much maritime 
expeditions depend upon weather, and how necessary to their success 
arc good and proper arrangements at their commencement: in this 
instance, for want oC.pianagement, an expedition, intended to close the 
war with America, fitted out at an enormous expense, must have failed 
bad not the wind changed to the eastward. Officers who were there, 
and re^ these {^ges, will well recollect {his circumstance ; who was to 
blame it is not for me to say, nor do 1 know : all that our commodore 
could^ do, by way of i'emonstrance and application, was done, and yet 
lye sailed in the ^manner I have df^cribed. At Bermuda we found Sir 
Alexander Cochrane, tne commander-in-chief, and Sir Pulteney Mal- 
colm, who hAS arrived from Bordeaux a few days before, with a squa- 
dron of troopers,# having General Ross, and between two and three 
thousand soldiers and artillery on board. Part of these troops were des- 
tined to act in the Ches^eake * and part^ on the coast of New England ; 
but, by some unaccduntanle mistake,' tUe despatch containing the distri- 
bution of ttoops, and the officer who was to comffiand them, wa^ 
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nowhere to be found, General Ross, on leaving Bordeeux^ had reason 
to suppose he was to have a separate command. General Gosling, who 
commanded the Mediterranean troops, and was the senior officer, made 
his appearance with no orders at aU. Search was made for the ill-fated 
letter, and, after a couple of days’ perplexity, it was found, either on 
board a transport or troop ship. General Ross had orders to^ carry on 
the war in the Chesapeake, and General Gosling the operations in New 
England — this arrangemer\t was most agreeable to the Wellingtonian 
troops, who were again to serve under one of their own genfiraU. 

Sir Alexander Cochrane, having made all the necessary arrange- 
ments, put the convoy under Sir Pulteney Malcolm, and sailed for the 
Chesapeake, taking the Euryalus with him ; Sir Pulteney, after pro- 
visioning and watering the fleet, was to follow with tlie greatest despatch. 
The commander-in-chief, after a tedious passage, arrived off the Capes of 
Virginia, in the beginning of August, and soon after joined Sir George 
Cockburn, who had been actively employed, feeling his way with a 
batCAlion of murines, and had kept the coast in a constant state of alarm. 
A flotilla of gun-boats was blockaded in the Patuxent, but the military 
force under him was not sufficiently strong to make any impression on 
their position, and he had been anxiously looking for the arrival of the 
cliief, and the army destined to act in the Chesapeake. 

Sir Pulteney arrived a few flays after, having, by singular good for- 
tune, met with a fair \yind, which led him from the C^es of Virginia 
to the entrance of Potomac without the possibility of the enemy 
receiving information for some days after. No time was lost in making 
the necessary arrangements : the troops sailed the day after for the 
Patuxent, accompanied by the admirals, and the greater part of the 
squadron ; the Euryalus, Devastation, Etna, Meteor, Erebus, and Anna 
Marla tender, were put under the orders of Captain Gordon, of the Sea- 
horse, with the following instructions : 

“ Sir, 

“ You are hereby ordered and directed to proceed up the Potomac river 
as high as you may lind practicable, without endangering the ships, for the 
purpose of keeping the country bordering the river in a state of alarm, and 
to bombard and destroy, if possible, such fortifications as the enemy have 
erected for the protection of its navigation ; and you \«ill continue on tliis 
service until you receive further advices from me, but sending to me in the 
Patuxent any intelligence you may deem it important for me to be ac- 
quainted with by the Manly. 

“ Given under my hand, &c. • 

“ Alexander Cochrane.” 

** To Capt. Gordon, H.M.S. Seahorse. . 

The River Potomac is navigable for frigates as high up as Washing- 
ton; but the navigation is extremely intricate, and nature has done 
much for the protection of the courjtry, by placing ont- third of the way 
up very extensive and intricate shoals, called the Kettle *BoUoma*; they 
are composed of oyster-banks of various dimensions, softie not larger 
than a boat, with passages between them. *The b^st channel is on the 
Virginian shore, but the charts gave no marks, very bad directions, and 
no pilots could be procured. A frigate had attempted soxpe time before 
to effect a passage, and after bein^ frequently aground, gave it up as 
impo^ihle. The Ainerican frigates themselves never attempted it with 
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their gima in, And nrew eeveral weeks in the j^assAge from tho naVAf 
yard at Washington to the mouth of the Potomac. 

The evening of the second day brought this little squadron, without any 
acdident, to the entrance of the Kettle Bottoms ; we were fully aware of 
the difficulties we had to encounter, but were determined to conquer 
them if possible. The Seahorse, keeping the Virginian shore on board, 
led,«ihe Euryalus and the rest of the squadron following; the wind was 
light, and several boats were ahead sounding. As long as the sound- 
ings were ghod, no apprehension was entertained, not being aware of 
the smallness of the obstructions, and it appeared almost impossible, if 
the ship ahead found a passage, that those immediately astern should 
be brought up. We were, however, mistaken: the Euryalus opened 
the ball, and struck, or rather, was suddenly brought up, for nothing 
was felt, and the lead gave us plenty of water; the signal was made to 
anchor, and boats and hawsers were sent to assist in getting her off. 
No one could tell where she hung ; there was abundance of water ahead, 
astern, and all round, and yet the ship was immoveable ; a diver >frent 
down, and found, to the astonishment of all on board, that an oyster bank, 
not much bigger than a boat, was under her bilge, the boats had missed 
it with the lead, and the Seahorse had passed, perhaps by a few feet on 
one side. After some hard heaving, we floated, and the squadron 
weighed. We proceeded with great caution, having several boats 
abreast of each other, with leads going ahead of the ships ; but, not- 
withstanding all this care, the Seahorse grounded on a small hank; 
every effort was m^de to get her off, without lightening, in vain ; the 
tide appeared flowing, and no difficulty was anticipated, but she was 
immoveable; a strict examination showed that, though the tide was 
apparently running up, the water was* actually diminishing ; and not 
until it had flowed several hours was there any perceptible increase of 
depth. Her water was started, a great part of her provisions, and 
eight or ten guns were hoisted out before she floated ; several of the 
other ships were also on shore, but got off with more ease. Next day 
was employed in getting in her provisions and guns, sounding the 
channel, and preparing to warp in the event of a foul wind. 

On the 19th, the squadron again weighed with a favourable breeze, 
and the Kettle B^^ttoms were cleared befqre dark, without any serious 
difficulty, each vessel acting independent, and picking her way to the 
best of the commander’s judgment ; all were occasionally ashore, but 
got off with more than the Seahorse did two days before. 

The following morning, the wind being foul, the signal was' made to 
warp. Each ship divided her boats in two divisions ; one usilig the 
stream and the dther the kedge. 'Hie 8ti;eam was first* laid out, and all 
the hawsers bent to it, and as the ship was warped ahead, the hawsers 
were, ccnled in the btoats oft^he second division, which laid out the 
kedge and it was so ajrranged thaitthe end should be on hoard as the 
other anchor became short, stay, or peak. When the tide was favour- 
able and the^wind light, We warped by hand ; with the ebb, and the 
wind strongs the hawsers wefe brought to the capstan. This operation 
began ait daylight, and was ca^rTied on ^without intermiasion till dkrk, 
and lasted five days, during which time the squadron warped upwards 
1 ^. fifty miles ; and on the evenings of Ihe -fifth day anchored off Mary* 
iaiid roku^ The aame day tiie pubUe biuUings at Washington were 
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burnt; the reSeotion of the fire on the heavens was plainly eeen from 
the ships, much to our niortification and disappointment, as con^ 
eluded that act was committed at the moment of evacuating the town. 
It was nevertheless decided to proceed; and as tlie next reach was 
sufficiently wide to beat through, though tlie water was very shoal, wo 
anticipated some little relaxation from our toils. Warping all day was 
not our only occupation : at night the boats were rowing guard^in 
every direction, and the hammocks were never piped down. . It is 
true the enemy gave us no trouble, either with fire-vessels dt with light 
troops, who might have been stationed in such a manner on both 
banks of the river as to have rendered the laying out anchors totally 
impossible; but, considering we were several hundred miles in the 
interior of an enemy’s country, the utmost precaution was necessary to 
provide against any unforeseen attack. 

The strictest discipline was observed in the guard-boats : no landing 
or plundering was permitted ; the numerous flocks of geese swam un- 
disturbed in the river ; the bullocks and sheep browzed unmolested ; the 
poultry-yards were respected ; and every act that might irritate the 
inhabitants was most industriously avoided. In one instance only a 
boat did land in the night, in search of stock, and the breach of disci- 
pline was justly punished by an American wounding one of the seamen, 
which served as a salutary example to the rest. 

In the course of this day 1 landed with a flag of truce at an agree- 
able-looking residence^ the first indeed we had observed on the banks 
of the river, for the country was tliickly wooded, and few habitations 
visible. The owner was an American farmer, not The most polished 
man in the world. He had two daughters, rather homely, and as un- 
couth as himself. They guessed we would not go farther than Maryland 
Point, as the water was shoal ; seemed to know and care very little 
about what was going on ; offered us a glass of peach brandy ; and 
hoped the Britishers would not carry off their negroes, which appeared 
to be their only apprehension. 

On the morning of the 22d the squadron weighed, and were beating 
up Maryland Reach, in about the same water the frigates drew, and 
sometimes less, but the bottom was soft and we dragged through it, 
when the sky became suddenly overcast, and everythiu^g portended one 
of the severe north-west squalls. We had heard much of the violence 
of these gusts, but always concluded them exaggerated, and were not 
quite so cautious as we ought to have been ; we, hipwever, took in the 
top-gallant sails, main-sail, jib, and spanker. The squall thickened at 
a short distance, roaring in a most awful manner,jsind aupearing like a 
tremendous surf. No time was to bo lost : everything was clued^up at 
the moment it reached us ; nevertheless we were nearly on our beam- 
ends. A couple of anchors were let go ; and as vrh swung to the wind 
the bowsprit rose right up; this slackened the stays, and away went 
the heads of all three top-masts ; this saved the fore-mast, whieli, in 
another moment, would have fallen. The bowsprit being reTieved, sunk 
back to Us plAce, but broke completely throiikb. Xlie Seahorse sprung 
her mizen-mast ; and all the squadron suffered more or less : the Meteor 
was lying on a bank, and was fHirly blown over it, and brought up in 
deep water. This cata8tropha.to<ik pl^ce a little after noon. We piped 
to dinnei^ leaving the wxem as it was^ The squadron was aU together^ 
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with the exception of two, who were four or five niile« lower down the 
river. ^ 

Captain Gordon thought the game up ; but he was assured we should 
be refitted before the other ships joined. At half-past one, the hands 
were called, the wreck cleared, bowsprit hoisted on boards a new one 
made out of a top-mast ; new cross-trees and trustle-trees made and 
fitted ; and although we did not work after dark, next day at one o’clock 
we were all atannt, and weighed as the two sternmost vessels passed ; 
it wasfealn!'. The boats, manned with the’ marines, lowed the ship, as 
the seamen were setting up the rigging. At dark the squadron anchored 
for the night. 

The following morning, to our great joy, the wind became fair, and 
we made all sail up the river, which now assumed a more pleasing 
aspect. At five o’clock in the afternoon Mount Vernon, the retreat of 
the illustrious Washington, opened to our view, and showed us, for the 
first time since wc entered the Potomac, a gentleman’s residence. 
Higher up the river, on the opposite side, Fort Washington appeared 
to our anxious eyes ; and to our great satisfaction it was considered 
assailable. A little before sun-set the squadron anchored just out of 
gun-shot ; the bomb-vessels at once took up their positions, to cover 
the frigates in the projected attack at day-light next morning, and 
began throwing shells. The garrison, to our great surprise, re- 
treated from the fort ; and, a short time after, Fort Washington was 
blown up, wh^ch left the capital of America and the populous town of 
Alexandria open to the squadron, ivithout the loss of a man. It was 
too late to ascertain whether this catastrophe was occasiofied by one of 
our shells, or whether it had been blown up' by the garrison ; but the 
opinion was in favour of the Ifitter. Still we were at a loss to account 
for such an extraordinary step. The positioja was good, and its capture 
would have cost us at least fifty men, and more, had it been properly 
defended ; besides, an unfavourable wind and many other chances were 
in their favour, and we could »only have destroyed it had we succeeded 
in the attack. 

At day- light the ships moored under tlie battery and completed its 
desfruction.** The guns were spiked by the enemy ; we otherwise 
mutilated them,, and destroyed the carriages. Fort Washington was 
a most respectable defence : it mounted two 52-pounders, two 32- 
pounders, eight 24-pounders; in a battery on the beacli were five 18- 
ppunders; in a martello-tower, two 12-pounders, with loop-holes for 
musketry ; and a Cattery in the year mounted tw^o 12, and six 6-pound 
field-pieces. 

A ^(^putatiott from the town arrived to treat ; but Captain Gordon 
.declined entering into any arrangements till the squadron arrived before 
Alexandria. The channel was buoyed, and next morning, the 27th, we 
anchored abreast of the town, and dictated the following terms : 

TW town df Alexandria, with tY& exception of public works, shall not be 
destroyed, unless hostilities are commenced on the part of the Americans ; 
nor shall their dwellings bei entered, nor the inhabitants niolested iii any 
manner whatever, if*the following articles are strictly complied with : 

1 . All naval and ordnance stores, pul^lio or private, must be immediately 
given up. 

2. Possession will be immediately taken -of all shipping, and their furni- 

lure must be sent on board by the owners without delay« ^ ^ « 
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3. The vessels that have been* sunk must be delivered up in t^ state 
they were in on the 19 th of August, the day the squadron passed theKettle 
Bottoms. 

4. Merchandise of every description must be instantly delivered up ; and 

to prevent any irregularities that might be committed in its embarkation, 
the merchants have it in their option to load tlie vessels generally employed 
for that purpose, when they will be towed off by us. * 

5. All merchandise that has been removed from Alexandria since the 

1 9th instant, to be included in the above article. ^ 

6. Refreshments of every description to be supplied to the ships, and paid 
for at the market price by bills on the British Government. 

7. Officers will be appointed to see that Articles Nos. 2, 3, 4, and 5 are 
strictly complied with ; and any deviation or non-compliance on the part 
of the inhabitants of Alexandna will render this treaty null and void. 

The following decision of the common-council was sent to Sir Jamea 
(? ordon, and it was strictly observed by tlie general commanding the 
camp before Alexandria : — 

“ The forts erected for the defence of the district having been blown up 
by our men, and abandoned without resistance, and the town of Alexandria 
having been left without troops or anv means of defence against the hostile 
force now within sight, the Common Council of Alexandria have with reluc- 
tance been compelled, from a regard to the safety of the inhabitants, to 
authorise an arrangement with tne enemy, by which it has been stipu- 
lated that, during their continuance before the town, they shall not be 
molested. No superior force having, in this emergency, appAred to defend 
or direct, the Common Council has considered itself authorised, from ex- 
treme necessity, to make the above stipulation, — they, considering it binding 
on thcmselv es and the nat«on, require a faithful observance of it from all 
the inhabitants of the town. 

“ Resolved, that copies of the above resolution be transmitted to Brigadier- 
General Winder, of the lOtlv military-district, and to Generals Young and 
•Hungevford, with the request of the Common Council, that proper measures 
may be used to secure a strict observance of the public feuth which the 
Cuinraon Council has be^n compelled to pledge. 

‘‘ Thos. Herbert, President. 

John Gird, Clerk pro tern," 

By the 1st, tlie greater part of the vessels had been hove down, 
caulked, repaired, and loaded ; several that had been simk were raised; 
and the whole were in a fit state to quit the anchorage; one vessel 
alone we found it impossible to raise, and she was in consequence set fire 
to. Unfortunately there were only 21 sail, all of v^hom were loaded 
with flour and tobacco ; and 200,000 barrels were left behind for want 
of transport. ^ 

Alexandria is a large well-built town, and a place of gftat trade# It 
is eight mHes below Washington, where few merchant ships go, and is, 
in fact, the mercantile capital, and before lhe.war was a most flourishing 
town, but at the lime of its capture h^d been going rapidly to decay* 
Agricultural produce was of little value; the store -houses* were full of 
it. \Ve learnt that the army, after destroying Barney's flbtilla, had 
made a forced march on Washington, beat th6 Americans at Bladens* 
burg, destroyed the public buildings and naval-yard, and retreated to 
their ships. Had our little squadrtin been favoured by wind,, the retreat 
would have been made by the .right bank of the Potomac, under our 

C rotection«and thef whole country in the* course of that river would have 
een laid under contributign, ^ ^ 
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In to the squadron, I must observe, that the whole of our 

operations at Alexandria were conducted with the greatest order and 
regularity : the inhabitants were quite undisturbed ; no plundering was 
permitted ; and, with the exception of one occurrence, nothing tended 
to disturb the good feeling between the inhabitants and the squadron. 

The occurrence I allude to was neitlier more nor less than an 
Afhericaii midshipman’s lark ; and it appears they have larking mids as 
well as us ^ but it had well nigh put the town in a blaze. 

We had been in the habit of walking about the town, and even to 
the part nearest the camp, without fear of interruption, which, I suppose, 
had been communicated by some person in the town. An enterprising 
midshipman thought it would be fine fun to carry off an officer; and with 
that intention dashed into the town on horseback, and meeting no 
officers in the streets, came boldly down to the boats, and seized a mid- 
shipman by the collar. The fellow was strong, and attempted to get 
him on Iris horse. The youngster, quite astonished, kicked and squalled 
most lustily ; and. after being dragged a hundred yards, the American 
was obliged to drop his brother officer. This operation, which was like 
lightning, created a considerable alarm : the men retreated to the boats, 
and prepared their carronades, expecting every moment to be attacked 
by cavalry, and were with some difficulty prevented from firing. This 
occurrence soon found its way to the mayor, who came off m great 
alarm for the«town. Capt. Gordon, with great good humour, admitted 
his apology, and treated it, as it was^ a midshipman’s spree ; but recom- 
mended that proper precautions should be taken, as a repetition of such 
amusement might lead to the destruction of the town. 

Contrary winds delayed us at Alexandria longer than we expected. 
Capt. Baker, of the Fairy, who had been obliged to fight his way up 
the river, confirmed the report that batteries were building below and , 
a large military force collected, to intercept, if possible, our descent. 
He had been fortunate, and passed the Kettle Bottoms without getting 
once on shore ; and was sailing up the river, and had got within sight 
of Mount Vernon, when, to his surprise, a large portion of underwood 
suddenly disappeared, and a severe fire' of guns and musketry opened 
upon the Fairy. They were cleared for quarters, and returned it briskly ; 
the high bulwarks of the brig saved them from a severe loss, as the 
Americans are generally excellent shots. 

It now became necessary to check as much as possible the workmen 
df the enemy ; antr the Meteor bomb, a gun-boat, and a mortar-boat 
were sent down, together with the Fairy, to interrupt their operations ; 
but, notwithstanding' all our exertions, they succeeded in mounting 
eleven guns, and building a furnace for heating shot. This, together 
Ivith a foul wind, ,was no welcome news for the squadron ; and We 
found it necessary, after waiting a day or two, to recommence the ope- 
ration of warping. • The Devai|f,ation grounding a few miles below 
Alexandria obliged us to anchor above Fort Washington to give her 
protection ; and it is lucli^ we did ; for, taking advantage of her situa- 
tion and the ebb-tide, an attempt was made with three fire-vessels, 
covered by five row-boats, rto burn Jiet. Capt. Alexander pushed off 
with his hoats, and was soon followed by others from the squadron, 
who towed the fire-vessels askern, anti chased the row-boats up to 
Alexandria. ' ^ 

On the 3d, the Etna and Erebus were s^nt' to the assistance of the 
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shipB who were etationed to interrupt the construction of the battery ; 
and the followinsy day, the whole of the prizes and the squadifon, with 
the exception of the Devastation, who was still five miles up the river, 
were assembled under Mount Vernon, and about four miles from the 
White H^use Battery as it was. called. 

Another attempt was made to destroy the Devastation at night ; and 
the boats, under the orders of Captain Baker, were sent to her as^st- 
ance. The fire-vessels wer^ discovered in a creek close to her, and 
vigorously attacked ; but it was found impossible to dislodge them from 
the strong position they had taken up, covered by a number of soldiers 
in a thick wood. A lieutenant and eight or ten men were killed and 
wounded in this attempt; but the Devastation was brought down to 
our anchorage. 

On the 8th, at noon, the wind becamq.fair, and the signal was made 
to weigh. Tlie Seahorse and Euryalus led. A heavy but ill-directed 
fire was opened from the battery ; both ships anchored within musket- 
shot^ and soon silenced them ; but it was quite impossible to dislodge 
the numerous body of sharp-shooters, who were under cover of the trees, 
and did considerable execution through the ports. The frigates were 
followed by the bombs, who discharged, in passing, their mortars 
loaded with musket-balls, and took up a position to cover the retreat. 
The Fairy took charge of the* convoy, and passed them all without 
damage. The Americana fought under a white flag, bea^‘ng the wofds 

Free Trade and Sailors* Rights^* and behaved remarkably well; but 
their eflbrta were useless. ^ 

As the prizes passed, we slipped our cables ; the bombs followed, and 
we calculated all was over for that day. We were mistaken. The 
Fairy and prizes were observed to anchor suddenly a few miles farther 
down, having descried fresh batteries; and the Erebus, in endeavouring 
to pass, grounded, and drew a sharp fire upon her from the defences 
that were constructed along a high ridge of hills. We had just time to 
prepare to anchor as we got within range ; the Seahorse went farther, 
and was obliged to move ; boats were sent to the Erebus $ and the 
Fairy took up a position to draw the fire from her ; but before she was 
afloat she suffered considerably. 

From fourteen to eighteen guns were mounted in tWs tiew position, 
and a considerable interruption was expected. In the morning we 
weighed, the Seahorse leading, and the Euryalus bringing up the rear; 
and were agreeably surprised at being allowed *lq«pass ouietly. We 
ascertained afterwards that the batteries were hardly finished, and the 
powder and shot had been expended the night befive. 

No further inteuuption took place t)n the part of the Americans, and 
the squadron and prizes repassed the Kettle Bottoms without grounding, 
with the exception of the Euryalus, who, tlwugli as nearly right astern 
of the Seahorse as possible, struck upon one shQ misbAl^and was^two 
days before she was disengaged, having been ashore on diflerent banks 
four or five times. 

This expedition lasted twenty-three days. *The hwnmocks were only 
down twice ; each ship was ashore at least twenty times ; but nothing 
could exceed the patience and good conduct of the ships’ companies ; 
and, though every encouragement^was^ held out by the inhabitants at 
Alexandria to indtee the men to desert, there were only four or five out 
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of the Tvhold fiqu^dron who remained behind; The total loss was seven 
killed, tnirty-five wounded. 

Sir Alexander Cochrane was so pleased with the enterprise, that he 
issued the following, order to the fleet, and letter to the Admiralty; 
The first-lieutenants of both frigates, and two midshipmen, were pro- 
moted ; and at the conclusion of the war, the commanders were all made 
post, and Captain Gordon was made a Knight-Commander of the 
Bath. , * 

“ Tonnant, Chesapeake, lOtli^Sept 1814. 

** The Commander-in-Chief, having this day received the report of the ^ 
proceedings of tho detachment of his Majesty’s ships, sent up the Potomad ^ 
to co-operate with the combined forces in the Patuxent, feels it incumbent 
to offer his warmest congratulations to Capt. (Jordon, and the other captains, 
commanders, officers, seamen, and marines, on the success which (prawned 
their zealous exertions. " ^ ^ 

** Five days successively,' with the exception of a few hours, the ships 
were constfintly warping a distance of fifty miles, in order to act against the 
enemy, through a navigation so shallow and so intricate that, in spite of 
every exertion in buoying the channel, the ships were not less than twenty 
times aground. 

“ Fort Washington and the batteries adjacent were deserted by the gat* 
rison upon the bursting of the first shell from tho bombs, after exploding 
their powder-magazine, and the whole of die twenty-seven guns which they 
contained and their carria^s were effectually destroyed by our people. 

** The populous city of Alexandria, awed by the bold and determined 
approach of our ships, sent out an offes* to capitulate, and yielded instantly 
to the terms dictated by Captain Gordon. 

Twenty-one vessels full of merchandise were tho reward of this dexte- 
mus enterprise, several of which, having been previously sunk, to prevent 
their removal, were weighed, masted, hove keel out, caulked and paid, fitted 
and loaded, in the short period of three days, during which' the squadron 
remained at Alexandria. 

“ Two different attempts to destroy our shipping by fire-vessels were de- 
feated by British gallantry. , 

“ Ana the diflerent batteries, mounting altogether from twenty-five to 
thirty guns, constructed in tho narrowest parts of the river, in the confident 
exj>ectation of effectually preventing the return of the ships, upon a range 
of commanding cliffs, under which they were necessarily exposed to the 
efforts of a numerous musketry, also were silenced by the fire of his 
Majesty’s squadron, the whole of which, with their prices, were brought ouf; 
of {be river m safety, with a loss very inferior to that of the enemy, who, at 
length beaten jnto a conviction that he could no longer hope to control 
their movements, let'4;hem pass down the river without further molestation. 

“ The Commander-in-Chief, not wishing to discrimato minutely where all 
^pear to have done e^ en more than their duty, offers his thanks tp Captain 
GordiKi, who so well fulfilled tho confidenpe placed in bis zeal and abuity ; 
•to Captains Napier^' Alexander, Bartholomew, Baker, Kenah, Roberts, and 
the wh(de of the bffi^^rs, seaipon, and marines of this gallant detachment, 
fpr the oenepic^tw zeal and unremitting exertion which distinguished their 
conduct on tn^ brilliaift occasion. ^ * 

** And bet ia d^irona of calling the attention of the fleet under his com- 
mand to this further proof, that there is scarcely any difficulty which m»y 
not be surmounted by a coroial support of each other, ahd a steady detenhi^ 
nalion to conquer. 

By command of th# C6mmander-in-Chief, 

(Signed) a Fdwaro Codrington, 

Rlar-Admiral and „ 
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« Sir. 


** H. M. S* Tonnant, CheBapeake. 
Sept 12, 1314. 


** In my despatch of the 2d inat., reoountmg the success of our expe- 
ditiQii against Wawington, 1 acquainted you, for the information of iny 
JU>rds Commissioners of the Admimty, that the winds had been unfavoufr 
able, for the return of the ships which were detached up the Potomac, under 
Captain J. A. Gordon, of the Seahorse, to co*operate against the capital,^ut 
that 1 had heard of their having accomplished the destruction of Fort 
Washington. 1 have now the honour not only to confiim this report, but to 
transmit, for their lordships* information, a copy of Captain Gordon's ^tail 
of his proceedings, in which his further success has exceeded my most san- 
guine expectations, having forced the populous city of Alexandria to capitu- 
late, and^ having brought down the nver in triumph, through a series of 
obstacles^and determined opposition, a fleet of twenty-two enemy*s vessels. 
The difficulties which presented themselves to these ships in ascending the 
riverr impeded by shoals wd contrary winds, and the increased obstacles 
which the enemy had preyed against their return, with a confident hope 
of obstructing their descent, were only to be overcome by the most indefati- 
gable^ exertions. 

** I trust, therefore, that the resolution and gallantry displayed by every one 
employed upon this service, which deserve my warmest applause, wul be 
further honoured by the approbation of their Lordships. 

’ “ I have the honour to be. 


** To J. W. Croker, Esq. &c. &c, 

^ ** Alexander Cochrans.** 


** Tonnant, off Chandeleur Island, 
1st F^. 1815. 

** The Commander-in-Chief is desirous of communicating to the Flag 
Oflicers, Captains, and Commanders under his orders, the following extract 
of a Letter from the Secretary of the Admiralty : — 

** ‘ Having laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty a copy 
of a letter and its enclosures from Captain Gordon, of the Sea- 
EuryaluB. horse, who had been detached up the Potomac, with the ships 
Etna. and vessels named in the m.<.rgin, to act as a diversion to the 

^teor. expedition proceeding against the city of Washington, in which 

^vastation. detailed his operations against the Fort of Washington, 
£rebti^ . and his subsequent proceedings against the city of Alexandria, 
Anna juaria. terminated in the capture of the fort and the surrender 

of the city by capitulation, and t}ie capture and destruction of several of the 
enemy's vessels, twenty-one of which were safely brought down the river, 
notwithstanding the many Qb$taclca and'oppositions he h^ to encounter from 
the enemy ; — have, in V^um, received their Lordships' commands Jo 
signii^ thei)r direction to^ you to express to Captain Gordon, and the other 
Captains and GommaiideiB employed on this occasion, their Lordships' high 
approbation of the zeal, exertions, and gallantry dii^layet^ by themselves 
their respective officers, and ships' companies upon this service.* * 

** By order oHhe Commander-in-Ghief, 

(Signed) ^ ” Kdward'Codrinoton, 

Admiral and Captain of the Sleet. ' 

The fblhming ts the list of killed and wounded Seahorse, *3 wounded, 
Siuyalua, 3 killed, 10 wounded ; Fairy, 1 killed, 6 wounded ; Erebus, 1 
kill^ 16 wounded (2 died ) ; Meteor, 2 wounded. 


t7. S, Jhviuv. No* *53^ Avril; 18^* 
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UtttTkBY ESTABLISHMENTS OF OEEMANT. 

No. I. 

Tbb aspect of political affairs in Europe at this moment, and the 
apprehensions which are entertained respecting the turn they will ulti- 
m^eiy take, confer a more than ordinary value upon information 
derived from authentic sources, explanatory of the military institutions 
of the continental powers. We therefore purpose, in the present and in 
succeeding numbers of our Journal, to offer to our readers h concise 
Survey of the Military Establishments of the States forming the Qer» 
manic Confederation ; containing a sketch of the composition, formation, 
dress, arms, standards, and honourable decorations of their armies; with 
the amount of the contingent force each state is required to furnish by 
the Federative Constitution of Germany in season of foreign war; 
together with the names of the fortresses and the depdts of military 
stores which they severally possess. 

The little that is known here in public upon these subjects, and the 
difficulties which prevent the generality of our countrymen abroad from 
gaining access to particulars of this nature, will, we conceive, secure to 
our communications an ample share of interest. 

The exact details which will be found of the dress and equipments of 
the troops, are chiefly intended to enable British officers who may visit 
the Continen'n with an intention of assisting at military parades, to 
distinguish at a glance the regiments of each country, and to what 
branches of the service they respectively appertain. 

We commence with 

AUSTRIA. 

Composition of the Army, 

The Austrian land force is composed of the regular army and the 
troop of the frontiers. ^ 

Tne empire is divided into fourteen great military commands, each of 
which has a governoi^general, under whose orders are placed all the 
tr^ps stationed within the province, comprised in the command, the 
mllitarv districts, and the military authorities. 

In the tactic&l arrangement of the army, two regiments, whether of 
tbe^ same or of different arms, form a brigade ; two or three brigades a 
. division ; and several divisions an army corps, 

< The military fotce for the service of the frontiers, whose duty, in 
Jime of peace,^ is confined to the protection of the extensive lino of 
boundary of Ae entire, comprehends seventeen national frontier regip 
. Czschaikisten battalion, wliich serves in small gun->boat8, 

• ^lled czschaikisten^^upon the Save and Danube, in the generalate of 
Feterwardein, and one Szekler hussar regiment. 

Vith the* exception of Hungary and Transylvania, where the levy 
and granugg of recruits for the imperial army is subject to the manage* 
ment of the states, the arpiy is recruited from all parts of the empire, 
by means of a ballot or conscription, though not unfrequently by levies. 

The guards are not classed amongaf the troops of the field. Thev 
consist of~ ^ r j 

1st. TAe Body Guard of NoUe Jtrehtrs, called Argirm^ haying one 
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captain with the rank of ^neral of cavalry, and one captain-lieutenant, 
a general of infantry, with a number of gu^s, all of whom /nuat have 
served and held rank in the army as captains or first or se^d lieute- 
nants. The uniform is scarlet, with black collar .and fkcings, gold 
epaulettes, gilt buttons, gold-lace ornaments, hat and feather, wnite 
breeches, long boots, and sword. 

2d. Tht Boiy Guard of Hungarian Nobles is composed of indivi- 
duals who have served as first-lieutenants in the army. Dress*:-**-A 
light-red dollman, white ^embroidery and buttons ; calpsek, or hussar 
cap, with a plume of heron’s feathers; red pantaloons and yellow-boots ; 
sabre. 

Sd. The Trahantenj or, as the term literally signifies, the Satellites 
of the Body Guards consisting of eighty men, is composed in the same 
manner as the preceding ; their uniform is scarlet, with black collar and 
facings, yellow button^, lace and epaulettes ,* white breeches, high 
boots, helmet, and halberd. 

4 th. The Hof burg Guard consists of one captain with 200 men, 
who are selected from the half-invalided non-commissioned officers of 
regiments. Uniform: — Light grey; black collar and facings, yellow 
buttons and epaulettes ; white breeches, high boots, hat, musket and 
bayonet, 

5th. The Royal Hungarian Croton Guard of Ofen (Buda), in 
many respects answering to our Band of Gentlemen Pensioners, wears 
a white uniform, with grape-red collar and facings, yeUow buttons, red 
Hungarian trowsers, grenadier cap. 

Infantry. — Strength and Formation. 

The service comprises, exclusive of the regiments of the frontiers,—* 

58 Regiments of the Line. 

1 Regiment of Tyrolese Chasseurs. 

r2 Battalions of Chasseurs. 

70 Battalions of Landwehr. 

Two Landwehr battalions, each of six companies ; the first, compris- 
ing men fit for immediate service, and the second, consisting of those 
who are liable to be called upon, are formed within the circle of each 
regiment of the line, with the exception of the Italii^i, Hungarian, and 
Transylvanian regiments; \^here, in consequence of the kingdom of 
Hungary being required by the terms of its constitution to raise an 
annual contingent of troops for the imperial .army, a Landwehr force 
becomes, unnecessary ; and in Croatia and Trdhsylvania, the frontier 
regiments partake of the character of a military colony, which likewise 
renders it needless to maintain a permanent militia. • ^ 

Each regiment of the lind has two grenadier »and sixteen fusileer 
companies. These last form three battajions ; the first two having six, 
and the third, in time of peace, only four companies.. Two companies 
form a regimental division. Th^ grenadier oattalionb*, of whi^ there 
are at present twenty, consist usually of three division* or six com- 
pafiies ; they are taken from the grenadier companies of regiments. 

Tlie light infantry comprises one regiment of ^rolese chasseurs, of 
four battalions, and twelve baEalions of chasseurs of die line, each ^t- 
talion containing six companief, being of the same strength as those of 
the LaQdwehn * 

2 I 2 
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In war time a fourth battalion* commonly of four companies^ is 
added to paidi infantry regiment of the line, and third battalion is 
raised to six companies, which at such a period seldom comprise fewer 
than 150 meny while they not unfrequently reach ISO and 200 ; thus 
iDCieasjing the strength of the battalions to 1000 or 1200 bayonets. 
The'Landwehr force is augmented in a like manner. 

Those regiments of the frontiers which have three battalions, take an 
additional one in times of emergency ; and those which possess but 
two receive a third upon being carried to a war complement. 

The Btrenmh of the cuirassiers and dragoon regiments is raised to 
120—150 sabres per squadron; indeed the dragoons sometimes count 
more than that number ; but it seldom occurs that the squadrons of the 
regiments of chevaux legers, hussars and lancers, surpass this estimate. 
It will not be out of place to remark here that during the campaigns in 
which Austria was engaged, in 1796 and 1797, her regular army 
derived reinforcements of nearly 80,000 men from the national frontier 
regiments ; and it is computed that, in the event of a contest which 
should require the empire to put forth its best energies, the Austrian 
land force is capable of being raised to the following effective, viz^ — 

Infantry. 

Bayonets 

68 Regiments of 3 Battalions, each having 6 Companies • 174—185,000 

Same, with 4^ Battalions • • • • 208 — 232,000 

1 Regiment and 12 Battalions of Chasseurs . • 16—19,000 

17 Frontier Regiments , • * . . 51—71,000 

70 landwebr Battalions . • • • • 70— 84,000 


Total, 345—406,000 


Cavalry. 


Each regiment, en ca 2 npagne, receives an augmentation of two 
squadrons, which admits of the following estimate, — 

Sabros 

14 Regiments of Cuirassiers and Dragoons, of 6 Squadrons . 10—13,000 

„ „ with 2 Reserve Squadrons • 13 — 17,000 

23 M Chevaux Legers, Hussars, and Lancers, of) /fnn 

SSquadrons , . . . . f 


with Squadrops of Reserve 


Total Cavalry, without the Reserve Squadrons 37,600—40,600 
„ K with them about • 52,000 

‘ 

The regiments of hussars are chiefly composed of natives of the 
kingdom of Hupgary ^ and in war time the squadrons frequently pre* 
sent an effective strength of 200 horses, owing to the preference siven 
to this army, and the consequent number of volunteers who offer them- 
selves. Independent of the 'contingent of troops, which, as already 


propensity and partly to the impetuosity of the national character, 
whiph long mode the Hungarians fitter for service as light troops than 

in the lino. « * « 
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With reference to the Hungarian Insurrection, it is an extraordinary 
levy in answer to a call Arotn the crown in a season of emergency* And 
stands in lieu of a regularly organized landwehr. 

On the advance of die French into Germany in 1.800, a call of this 
nature took place, and produced 40,000 infantry and cavalry; and 
in 1809, when the national spirit ran high, the levy exceeded 80^000 
men. 


Uniform. — ^The wholcf of the infantry, except the ligjjt and frontier 
regiments, is dressed in white, with different coloured collars and 
facings, and a single row of buttons, white breeches, and long black 
gaiters ; — with the exception of the grenadiers, all of whom have beat* 
skin caps, plain shakos and short plumes arc adopted throughout the 
infantry. The Hungarian regiments have tight blue pantaloons and 
laced shoes. The national frontier regiments are dressed in dark 
brown coats, with collars and facings of various coloqrs, as will pre- 
septly appear. The light-inf«intry wear light- grey coatS{ with grass- 
green collars and facings, yellow buttons, light-grey breeches, and 
black gaiters ; Corsican hat and feather ; black leather cross belts. 
The frontier regiments have also black, but the remainder of the troops 
of the line wear cross belts of white leather. The dress of the 
Czshaikisten battalion is » smalt blue-coloured coat and breeches, 
black gaiters, light-red collar and facings, white buttons, white leather 
cross belts ; Corsican bat without any plume. • 

The infantry regiments of the line and the frontier regiments are 
armed with muskets and bayonets ; the grenadieis have, besides, short 
sabres. In the frontier regiments 120 men (but in the Transylvanian 
only 96) carry rifles, and are named sharpshooters. The two first 
ranks of the chasseurs have carbines with smooth barrels, and sabres ; 
the third rank men carry rifles with cutting bayonets. The Tyrolese 
corps of chasseurs are armed with rifles and bayonets of the same 
description, which they carry in the bandolier. 

The subjoined list presents an accurate view of the dress of every 
regiment of infantry in the service, exhibiting their respective numbers 
and names, with the colours of their collars, facings, and buttons: — 


Those marked with ay asterisk [*] are Hungarian Regiments. 


Regts. 

Names. 


Collars and Facings, 

Buttons. 

1st 

Emperor the same as the 18th 

deep red 

yellow 

2d 

Emperor Alexander* 
Archduke Charles 

31st< 

» igiperial yellow 

Ip 

3d 

4th 

azure 

white 

4th 

Deutschmeister 

3d 

azure 

yellow 

Sth 

6th 

7th 

j none * 

Latterman 

12th 

4ark brown 

white 

8th 

Archduke Lewis 

2eth 

grass green 

y^ow 

9th 

Bentheim 

94th 

. apple^een 

99 

10th 

MazzuchelU 

26th 

poplar green 
dark bluef 

.“white 

llth 

Archduke Rainer 

24 th 

yellow 

lath 

Lichtenstein 

•7 th 

dark brown 


13th 

Wimpffen 

38th 

rSse 

T f 

14th 

Richter 

> 58th 

black 

91 

Idth 

1 

1 

1 

1 

44th 

grape red* 

$9 

16th 

Lurign|n 

41at 

sulphur yellotr 

n 
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Regts. Names. CoUois and Facings. Buttons. 

17th Hohenlohe the same as the 63d light brown white 

18th Lilieuberg , Ifit deep red „ 

19th Hesse Hombwg* S2d light blue „ 

20th Hochetiew * 35th saflfron »» 

2l8t Albert GiiUai 25th sea green yellow 

2ad Prince Leopold of the Two Sicilies 27th imperial yellow white 

23d Soldenhof 43d crimson „ 


24 th <3trauch 
25th Trapp 
26th King of Holland 
27 th Luxembourg 
28th vacant 
29th Nassau 
30th Nugent 
31st Leiningen 
32d ^sterhazy * 

33d Baconi'^ 

34th Benczuf* 

35th Herzogenberg 
36th Palombini 
37th Mariassy * 

38th Haugwitz 

39th Prince Regent of Portugal • 
40th Wirtemberg 
41st Watlot 
42d Wellington ^ 

43d Greppert 

44th Archduke Albrecht 

45th Mayer ** 

46 th none 
47th Kinsky 
48th Gollner* 

49ih Langenau 
50ih none 
51st Meczery* 

52d Archduke Francis Charles* 
53d Radossewich • 

54 th ;^ince Emilias of Hesse 
55th none 
66 th Furstenwai^r 
57th Minutillo ^ 

58th Archduke Stephen 
59th Grand Duke of Baden 
60th , Prince Vasa* ... ' 

61st 8t. Julien* 

62d Wacquant* 

63d Biancni c 


11th 

dark bluo 

it 

21st ' 

•sea green 

ft 

10th 

poplar green 

ff 

22d 

imperisu yellow 

yellow 

8th 

grass green 

white 

40th 

lead blue 

99 

49th 

light grey 

yellow 

2d 

imperial yellow 

white 

leth 

light blue 

yellow 

51st 

dark blue 

white 


grape red 

99 

20th 

saffron 

yellow* 

57th 

red lead 

white 

39th 

light red 

yellow 

13 th 

rose 

white 

37th 

light red 

If 

29th 

lead blue 

yellow 

16th 

sulphur yellow 

white 

59th 

orange 

»» 

.23d 

crimson 

yellow 

15 th 

grape red 

white 


scarlet 

1 

yellow 

56th 

steel green 

white 

60th 

it 

' yellow 

30th 

light grey 

white 

33d 

dark bluo 

yellow 

53d 

deep red 

>» 

52d 

»» 

white 

9th 

apple green 


47th 

steel green 

yellow 

36th 

red lead 

99 

14th 

black 

white 

42d 

orange 

yellow 

45th 

steel green 

white 

62d 

grass green 

yfehow 

61st 

» 

white 

17 th 

light browQ 

yellow 


National Frontier Regiments. 

9 


Segtf. 

« Namei. 

Cellars and Facings. 

Buttons. 

.1st 

libcan 

imperial yellow 

yellow 

2d 

Gttoohan 

99 

white 

3d 

Ogulia « 

orange 

yellow 

4th 

Szluin 

■ 99 

white 

5th 

Warasdin Grott t. 

safilror 

yellow 

eth 

1 

1 

1 

»» 

white 

7tb 

Broil 

.red lead * 

yel^iw 
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Regis. Npmes* Collars and Faolngs. Buttons. 


8th Gr^disoan rod lead white 

9th t^eterwardeili greyish blue yellow 

10th 1st Banal ^ crimson „ ^ 

11th 2d Banal »» j^bite 

12th Deutsoh Banat azure 

13th Wallachian Illyria greyish blue „ 

l4th IstSzekler rose yellow 

15th 2d Szekler „ white 

16th 1st Wallachian poplar green yellow 

17th 2d Wallachian „ whit^ 


The military frontiers extend through a tract of country which 
Btretches from the Adriatic along the confines of Illyria, Croatia, 
Sclavonia, Hungary, and Transylvania, as far as the Carpathian moun*^ 
tains. They form a sort of military colony, and are severally subject to 
a code of jaws and regulations adapted to this mode of government. 

Landwehr . — White uniforms, with coloured collars and facings ; 
shakos, With the initials L. W., instead of a brass cockade; white 
breaches and lohg black gaiters ; white leather cross belU ; muskets, 
with bayonets. 


Cavalry. — Strength and Formation. 

This arm comprises 37 regiments, of the following denominations,— 

8 Regiments of Cuirassiers 

6 „ Dragoons 

7 „ Chevaux Legers 1 • 

12 „ Hu8sars,'*with the Szekler night. 

4 „ Lancers J • 

The regiments are organized by squadrons, of which the cuirassiers 
and dragoons have six, but all the others eight. 

The uniform of the cuirassiers consists in a white coat, coloured 
collar and facings; white pantaloons, and high boots; helmet; cuirass 
in front ; pallash, or long straight sword ; pistols. Sixteen men of 
each squadron carry carbines and pistols. 

The following table describes tlie names and the colours of the collars 
and facings, which distinguish the regiments one from another - 

Regis. Names. CuUars and Facings. Duttons. 

1st Emperor deep red white 

2d Archduke Francis black „ 

3d Prince Frederick of Saxony deep red yellow 
4 th Crown Prince gras^ green white 

•5 th Auersperg light bhie „ 

6th Wallmoden blaca „ 

7th Henry Hardegg ^ dark Uue „ 

. 8th Ignatius Hardegg * scarlet • yellow * 

Dragoows.— Uniform ; — White coat, breeches,, and high boots ; Iiel- 
met ; pallash ; a long carbine and pistolGf. 


Regta, Names. ObUars and Facidlgt. Buttoas. 

Ist Archduke John black white 

2d King of Bavaria dark blue n 

dd ^acant) deep red • » 

4th Tuscany « light red „ 

5th Savoy dark green m . 

6th Figuelmont * « light red » 
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The Chevaux Legers have coats of differeo^ c^Ioi^cs* as described 
benrath ; wMte breeches, higb boots, helmet, pa|(ash, a light sort of 
carbine ; sind eight men per 8(|uadron carry rifles* 


Regts. 

lit 

3d 

Names. 

4 Goats. 

dark green 

ff 

CoUara Sc F^oliigs. 

light red 

ff 

iBattosi. 

yellow 

white 

Em^ror 

HohenzoUem 

3d 

(vacant) 

white 

»» 

yellow 

4th 

Vincent 

dark green 

dark red 

f. 

5th 

Schneller 

white 

light blue 

ff 

6th 

(vacant) * 

ff 

d^k red 

„ 

7th Nostitz 

f> 

scarlet 

white 


The uniform of the Hussar regiments is composed of a dollman, 
pelisse, coloured cal pack, pantaloons, Hungarian bools, sabre, a light 
carbine ; and eight men in each squadron carry rifles. 


Names. 

1st Emperor 
2d Archduke Joseph 
3d Archduke Ferdinand 
4th Geramb 
5tb King of Sardinia 
6th King of Wirtemberg 
7 th Lichtenstein 
8th Saxe Coburg 
»th WieUnd 
1 0th King of Pinssia 
llth Szekler 
12 th Palatinal , 


Cafpacka. 

Pelisses. 

black 

dark blue 

grape red 

light blue 

ash grey 

dark blue 

light blue 

dark green 

grape red 

ff 

black 

smalt blue 

grass green 

ligh't blue 

grape red 

dark green 

black 

ff 

grass green 

light blue 

black 

dark blue 

ff 

smalt blue 


Oollman and 
Pantaloons. 

as pelisse 


deep red 
crimson 


grape red 
crimson 
as pelisse 


Buttons. 

yellow 

If 

»» 

white 

** 

yellow 

white 

yellow 

» 

ft 

white 

If 


The Lancers dark* green kurtkas or jackets, and overalls ; scarlet 
collars and facings, yellow metal buttons, and scale epaulettes. They 
are armed with sabres, pistols, and lances with black and yellow flags ; 
in each squadron eight men have short carbines, and eight others rifles. 
These regiments are recognized by the colour of their czapkas, or caps, 
thus — 


Regts. Names. Czapkas. 

1st Coburg imperial yellow 

2d Schwartzenberg dark green 

3d Archduke Charles scarlet 

4th , Emperor white 


Artillery. 

This important branch, of the service is composed of five regiments 
of fiehd artillery, a cor^s of bombardeers, and a corps of fire'-WQrkers. 
The bombardeer corps comprises five companies, exclusive of the staflF, 
and it is usually cconsi&ered as a school^ of instruction for officers of 
artillery.^ Individuals serving in the artillery, who evince a more than 
ordinary capacity in th® dis^firge of their duty, pass into the bom- 
barfkiercor^, to pursue a course of mathematical study, and to com*- 
plete the education essential in this branch of the profession. 

The r&nk oL bombardeer is succeeded by that of flre-wotker, and 
afterwards unper fire-worker ^ ai^d it is only by proceeding through 
these several glides that thft irank iA officer of artillery (lieutenant) can 
be attained. Fire^workere of l>btli classes are occasippally em^oyed 
as stot^k«eperl ai^d insp^ctc^ in fortified towps, or ^ pbt^rvyh^ll 
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were 'once t^eputed such, buC'tvl^ich have since fallen into decays without 
howhver^tlie Idas gf th^r original designation.' / 

Each battery has generally a number of fire-workers attaclUd to ito 
service, vi4io are capable of being entrusted with the management of 
one or two detached pieces — a duty jfbrmerly reserved for the non- 
commissioned officers of artillery. 

A regiment of field-artillery consists of four battalions ; one of six 
and the remainder of four companies, or eighteen in all. The field-pieces 
comprehend guns of the \:alibre of three, six, twelve, ^nd eighteen 
pounds, and seven-pound howitzers. 

The horse -artillery comprises guns of three and six pounds, and 
seven-pound howitzers ; the gunners ride upon the carriages. 

A battery is composed of four pieces of cannon and two howitzers ; to 
each brigade of infantry belong two batteries ; but to a cavalry brigade 
only one is attached. Each field-piece has its appropriate ammunition 
waggon ; and every battery is accompanied by a forge -cart and two 
haversack waggons. 

'fhe six-pound guns of the foot-artillery, the howitzers, and tumbrels, 
are drawn by four horses ; the twelve-pounders are harnessed by six 
horses, as are also the six-pounders of the mounted-artillery. 

The corps of fire-workers at Vienna new town, consists of one com- 
mandant with a proportionate* number of officers and workmen. This 
corps comprises five rocket and one depdt company ; and the whole 
establishment has been formed since the year 1810, fowthe fabrication 
of Congreve rockets, and is quito distinct from the fire-workers spoken 
of above. • 

Besides the preceding there is a garrison artillery distributed through 
the frontier government commands, for the service of the fortresses ; 
also a waggon-train corps, divided into twelve carriage transport 
divisions (each of ninety horses), and twenty battery harnessed sets. 

Uniform — Of the bombardeer corps consists of a fawn-coloured coat, 
light-red collar and facings, with a single row of yellow buttons ; white 
breeches, boots to the knee; black Corsican hat, with a black and 
yellow heron plume ; white leather cross belts for a sword, and a set 
of mathematical instruments, in a black leather case. 

The artillery regiments are likewise dressed in fawn-coloured uni- 
forms, with light-red collars end facings ; yellow butl!bns ; swords with 
white belts, and the number of the regiment on the buttons. 

The fVag^on-train corps wears a white uniform, with hnperial yellow 
collar and facings; white buttons; white anJ grey mixed trowsers; 
shako without any feather, and white belts. 

The Garrison Artillery has a G,^and the rocket-companies a grenade 
embroidered upon the coat collar. 

, Engineer Corps.— and Fchnaiion, 

The Engineer department compr^ends,— 

1. The Coips of Engineers. 

» » Miners. . 

d: f> „ Sappers, and 1 Battalion ef Pontoneets, wtucu is 

placed under the control of thejlcpartment of the Marine. 

engineer corps is appointed to the* service of the ^fortifications. 

the of each general command there ia one fortification 
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district, with a district inspector, who i$ selected from the general and 
staff offices of the corps; and to every fortified town locaUnspectors 
are appointed. 

irn^orm9.~Dark-b]ue, crimson collar and facings i yellow buttons ; 
white breeches and high boots ; hat and feather. 

Corps of Miners. — Dress : dark-grey, crimson collar and facings ; 
yellow buttons ; white breeches, and boots. 

The Pioneer Corps does not exist in time of peace, but is only 
organized in ;yar time, when it is attached ^to the staff of the army. 
The patronage of the commissions rests with the quarter- master general, 
who fills up the appointments from amongst those officers or (^ets of 
ability, whom he desires to protect. 

Their dress is blue, with red collar and facings ; white buttons ; blue 
trowsers, and boots ; a Corsican hat with an anchor upon it. 

The garrison troops consist of six battalions, of which Nos. 3 and 4 
are Hungarian. 

Uniform^Whlte, with black collar and facings ; white buttons ; blue 
trousers ; muskets and bayonets, the same as the infantry of the liner 

National Slandards-^-Blojck and Yellow. 


Contingent. 

The amount of the contingent of .troof)S that Austria is engaged to 
furnish under the Federative Constitution of Germany, may be com- 
puted at 94,822^^ men, which force forms the 1st, 2d, and 3d corps of 
the army of the Confederation. 


Military and Civil Decoraiiom, 


Golden Fleece. 

Maria Theresa, (3 classes.) 
Hungarian Order of St. Stephen, 
(3 classes.) 

Leopold, (3 classes.) 

Iron Crown, (3 classes.) 

Gold and Silver Civil Cross of 
Honour. 


Gold and Silver Medal of Valour. 
Gold and Silver Medal of Honour. 
Elizabeth Theresa. 

Military Cross for 1813 and 1814. 
Tyrolese Medal. 

Vienna National Guard Medal. 
Cross of Honour for the Clergy, 


, Fortresses. 

(Kuffstein.) County of^Tyrol, 

Olbiutz. Margrave of Moravi&. 

Ofen, oi Buda— 4Komorn. ^ 1 

SzEGBDiri—TEMBsyAR—EsssCK. >Kmgdom of Hungary. 
(Arad, Munkats.) , J 
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Kingdom. 

(Zara), Sebenico, and Cattara, respectively,) |r. . 

ere fbrtifled on the seaside^ iKmgdom of Dalmatia, 

N. B. The places whose natnes are in small capitals are fortresses of the 
first class ; the remainder are of the second, except, however, all those witMn 
parentheses, which are of the third and fourth class. 

Principal l>eptU qf Military Stores, 

i4rrc«a&— Vienna, Pr^e, Buda, Temeswar, Milan. 

Ebergassing, Trieste, Ferlaoh, Troppau, Teschen, Dobsohau, 
Karlsberg, Brescia. 

Manitfaetory ojf Small Arms — St^er. 

Powder fhc/onVr— Krems, Weis, ICaschau, Neusohl. 


No. 11. * 

OLDENBURGH. 

The military strength of this small state (containing only 255,000 
inhabitants) is formed of a brigade of infantry, comprising two regi- 
ments, and a corps of artillery, consisting of one battery. 

Each regiment has eight companies, exclusive of two of reserve, and 
comprehends, in time of peace, about 800 men. Tlie uniform is blue, 
with red collar and facings, — (the lit regiment has white, and the 2d 
yellow shoulder-straps) — blue trousers ; shakos ; whiter cross belts ; 
muskets and bayonets. ^ 

The artillery consists of one battery of four six-poand guns, and two 
howitzers, each having -its accompanying ammuni^on waggon; all 
being drawn by four horses. The uniform is blue, with black collar 
and facings ;ored shoulder straps ; yellow buttons ; black leather belts 

Sfawcfard*— Blue, Red, and Yellow. 

Military Decoration — A Medal fo^ the Campaign of 1815. 

Military Establishment of /S/om— Arsenal at Oldenburgh. 

The amount of the contingent of troops furnished by this state to the 
army of the Germanic Confederation, is 2178 men, and forms part of 
the 10th corps. 


No. III. 

WALDECK. 

This litUe principality maintains a force consisting of three com- 
panies of infantry, and a detachmen{ of chasseurEP. • It reqjuired to 
hold at the disposal of the Confederation of the Rhine, a contingent of 
troops amounting to 518 men, which forms part pf the 10th corps of 
that army. In 1815, this state engaged toT employ in the held, for the 
defence of the common cause, the number of 800 -men. * • • 

The uniform is green with red collar and facings ; grpy trodsers ; 
black gaiters, white cross belts ; shakos, ornamented with white cords 
and taSsels ; muskets and swords. The chasseurs dre dressed in green 
with light ^een collars and facjngs; black belts; rifles and hangers 
(cotete^ de chasse). • ^ 

• 8tcm(hrd$'>^^f^bx% and Green. ^ 



.492 ' 


REMARKS ON THE DECAY OR THE PORT OF HYTHE. 

r 

OfisctJmTY is tjbe inseparable companion Of antiquityi around which 
she throws her veil of impervious darkness. The origin of towns and 
cities, nay, even of nations and empires-^their progress from germi« 
nation to the first buddings of prosperity and greatness, lie hid beneath 
its 'ample folds, and offer subjects for the penetration and research of 
the enlightened inquirer of after-times. .The same interest, the same 
placidity of'teeling, which take possession of the mind while contemplat* 
ing the grey and massive ruins of ages long passed into eternity, are alike 
experienced in the prosecution of inquiries into the origin and early 
history of towns and cities. The little intelligence which history affords 
stimulates desire; the paucity of data invigorates research; but the 
mind of man, limited in power, speculative by nature, and impatient 
of obstacles, too frequently calls in the aid of gossip tradition, and, 
blending truth and Action together, replaces, with a base alloy, the 
golden links which time has broken in the chain of history. History 
and fable, thus blended together, present a mass of events discrepant 
in philosophy and opposed in fact, and it becomes almost impossible, 
now, to disunite them. The documents that can alone produce this 
end are long since buried in oblivion, and although the pursuits of the 
historian and the antiquary are soJietimes cheered by the discovery of a 
charter or a Record, still their light is partial and their scope confined : 
like the transient sunbeam of a winter day, they illumine partially and 
for a moment, an^ then all is dark again. 

Immersed in this sute of obscurity is the jarly history of the town 
and port of Hytha Let us endeavour to elucidate it— let us place the 
matter in the clearest point of view which authentic evideij^ce warrants ; 
and it will become quite apparent that the present town is not the Hythe 
of the earliest periods of our history ; that the present town was in ex- 
istence previous to the Norman conquest; and that all the ancient 
documents which time has spared to intelligence, relate to the present 
and not to the older town. It appears that the ancient town of'Hythe, 
as well as the present one, for many centuries was an appurtenance to 
the manor of Saltwood, a village about a mile distant, and still celebrated 
for the ruins of i-s fine castle. In the-year 1036, when acts of piety and 
benevolence to the church were common, Halfden, a Saxon thane, gave 
Hythe and Saltwood, with all their appurtenances, to Christ Church, 
Canterbury, in the presence of King Canute. The archbishop, in con- 
sequence of the gift, became lord of the manor ; and the lands were 
held of him, by the ,^nure of knight's service, by Earl Godwin, who 
appeals to haVe continued to hold them till the Norman conquest, at 
wnicliit^ period tlmt great and powerful nobleman was deprived of them, 
in favour of one of tRe Norman knights who hadfollowed the fortunes of 
their^vicltorioua leader. Tlie borough remained an appurtenance to the 
manor, the lands of which were hUd by Hugo de Montfort at the time 
of t|ie Pooriisday Survey, which, as it throws much light on the wo# 
gress oT the town towards j^rosperiiy, la inserted. At the and of the de# 
Bcription of the manor, and under .the title of Terra Militum Arebiw^ 
or lat^ held of the archbishop in knight's service, it says, “Ad ho^. 
(viz. gfdtwood) ptim 225 burgses^ in £uigo Hedce. Int Burgu et M, 
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val. T.RJB. 16 lib. 24o recep. 8 lib. mo. int totu 29 lib. et 6 sol. et 4 
don.’* To d|tB manor boloiig 22&4)orgeflBe8 in the bovongh of Hythe. 
Betvreen the borough and the manor, in the time of King*Edward 
the Confessor it was worth 16I.) when he reoeived it; SL ; and now 
(that is, in 1080, the time when the survey was taken) in the whole 
29L 6s, 4d, The gift of the manor of Saltwood and the borough of 
Hythe to Christ Church, Canterbury, is the only historical fabt 
remaining that can, with any probability, be supposed to alludd to 
the ancient town ; which •was situated, according to Lombard, to 
the westward of the present town, at the distance of about two miles, 
and was known, in his day, as the old port of West Hythe. Even the 
period when its haven choked up and became useless, although a cir- 
cumstance of great interest in a national point of view, is nowhere re- 
corded, and is consequently one of those facts over which Oblivion has 
thrown her mantle of forgetfulness ; but that the extract from Doomsday 
applies to the present borough, and establishes the date when it first 
ranked as one of the principal Cinque Ports, appears equally certain ; 
althoAigh the facts contained in that extract have not before been adduced 
to prove the point. History attributes the rise of the present port to the 
decay of the ancient one, which Kilbum says had, together with that of 
Limue, (the Portus Lemanus of the Romans,) become banked up with 
sand ; and that after the sea i;ptired, the town of West Hythe fell into 
decay, lost all its former consequente, dwindled into a small village, 
and, what is a very remarkable fact, became an appurtenance to the 
modern town. Doomsday records as before observed, that when King 
Edward the Confessor received the manor and th^ borough, it was 
worth 8^. ; that during his reign its value became doubled ; and 
that in the year 1080 it had increased in amount to 29L 6s. 4d . ; and 
to what cauje was this rapid increase in value attributable ? The most 
probable answer is, that the port of Old Hythe had become nearly use- 
less at the accession of Edward the Confessor, and that during his reign 
many of the burgesses removed to the present town, the harbour of 
which was'good, and rising into reputation ; and that on the arrival of 
William 1. the sea had completed the destruction of the old haven, and 
that that sovereign first removed the franchise and privileges to the pre- 
sent town, and chartered it as one of the principal Cinque Ports. Ad- 
mitting this conjecture to be (rue, the great number o^bifrgesses which 
inhabited it in the time of William the Conqueror is easily accounted 
for, they having quitted the ancient town on the destruction of its har- 
bour : and my Lord Coke's assertion, that *1% the, together [with 
Hastings, 'were made cinque ports by William the Conqueror,”* although 
erroneous, is capable of explanation. William removed the privileges 
from the old to the new town,* but tould have done no* more; because 
King John, in his charter, says that the Barons of the Cinque Ports had 
in their, possession charters of most of tke preceding kings, back to 
Edward the Confessor, which he had see?i.t It.thereforp appearg pro* 
bable that the present town of HythI became one of the chief ports in 
the reign of William the Conqueror ; but that it was still*an anpurten- 
ance to the manor of Saltwood, and being in the bailiwick of the arch- 
bishop, he appointed a bailiff, annually,, to act jointly for the govem- 

* lust, lib* 4, cap. 42. 
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ment of the town lind liberty^ Tbi« oflieer continued to act with the 
niayor, jurats, and commonalty of the town, the senior jurat on the bench 
always' sitting as president, till the Slat of Henry VIII., when the arch- 
bishop exdiang^d the manor of Saltwood and the bailiwick of Hythe with 
the king for other estates. A bailiff was still appointed by the crowti 
till the 17th of Elizabeth, who granted to the town a particular charter of 
incorporation, by the name of mayor, jurats, and commonalty of the 
to^n and port of Hythe, and under this charter they are still governed. 
She also granted her bailiwick of the town to the mayor and his suc- 
cessors for ever, at a fee farm rent of iL per annum. Such was 
the origin of the present borough of Hythe, and such the origin, the 
nature, and the termination of its connexion with and dependence upon 
the manor, and not the village of Saltwood ; points on which very erro- 
neous opinions are entertained. 

As soon as Hythe received its charter, it rose to prosperity very ra- 
pidly ; houses and population increased so fast, that it was a large and 
well- peopled town in very early times, and its harbour became as noted 
and as frequented as the decayed one of the ancient port. For several 
centuries it continued to possess a safe and commodious haven, which 
finally, in its turn, shared the fate of its predecessor ; and so completely is 
it destroyed, that no vestige of it remains to mark its former situation. 
In the time of Henry VIII. it was reduced to a small narrow inland 
channel, as appears by Leland, who says, “ the havyn is a prety Rode, 
and iieth metfly strayt for passage owt of Boleyn : yt croketh yn so by 
the shore along, and is so bakked fro the intyne Se with castynge of 
sliingil, that smaul shippes may cum up a large myle towards Folkestan 
as in a sure gut.” The attention of Elizabeth was called to the state 
of the ports along this coast, and in the eighth year of her reign 
they were ordered to be surveyed. Probably the decayed state 
of most of the ports wliich remained, and were once so famous; 
the total loss of others, equally large and convenient in their 
day; and the necessity of a harbour in the Downs, which had 
been pressed upon the notice of the government from tlie time of 
Edward VI., gave rise to this survey; the return to which shows a 
still further reduction in consequence to the port of Hythe ; for it 
gives the number of inhabited houses at only 122. It also states 
that there belonged to the town at that t-’me, 17 tramellers of 6 tunne, 
7 shoters of 15, 3 crayers of 30, and 4 crayers of 40 tunne; and 
that the persons belonging to these boats, and employed in fishing, 
amounted to 160 n^ri and boys. The haven is not described in the 
return, which merely states that there are creeks and landing places 2; 
th one called the Haven^ within the liberties ; th’other called the Stade^ 
withoi;t the liberties.” How great the contrast between Hythe under 
•the reign of Elizabeth, and Hythe under the reign of the Plantagenets ; 
between Hythe with a few fishing boats, and a narrow creek for haven ; 
and fly the, qn^ of the principal Cinque Ports, possessing a large, safe 
and oommodious harbour, and furnishing, as her quota to the fleet «r 
the ports, 5 ships of war, )05 men and & boys, at her own cost, for the 
defence of the kingdom ! Soon after this survey was made, the little 
inland channel, the wreck and shadow, of the former extensive haven, 
oboked -up,' notwithstanding the advantage which it had in the sea^ 
brook as a backwater. Many sUenfipts' to reopen the channel have 
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been ma4e» at great trouble and no email expense ; hut the efforts were 
for the moat part iIKdireoted, and tailed in consequence. The loss ol a 
port is a circumstance which is viewed with too much indifference ; but 
It is not the less a loaa to be deeply deplored. It was the cause of prospe- 
rity to the town at which it uw situated ; and it was an asylum against 
the storm to the seamen of air nations. As sources of individual benefit* 
as the causes of national prosperity* as asylums of benevolence, huma- 
nity, and civilization, the ports of a nation claim a just, an indispi?table 
preeminence as objects of care and of safe preservation. View the 
long line of coast from Saltings to Sandwich, once rich ifi commodious 
harbours, nay, celebrated for their number and safety ; and where are 
they now ? Uastihgs, Winchilsea, Limne (the Portus Lemanus), Rom- 
ney, and Hythe are gone ; Rye, Folkstone, Dover, and Sandwich re- 
main at the present time ; of these. Rye and Sandwich, preserved at 
great difficulty and expense, are fast verging to destruction ; Folkstone 
is an ill-formed and an ill-finished construction ; and Dover, the grand 
port of embarkation to the Continent, is often useless during strong 
south-westerly gales, in consequence of the bar of shingle which forms 
directly across the mouth of the harbour * : none of these, therefore, 
deserve the appellation of good and commodious. The tendency to 
decay, which so particularly marks the harbours along this extensive 
line of coast, — a line which cpntains the once celebrated Cinque Ports, 
and many of their limbs and dependencies, — has been fully accounted 
for in a former paper, where it is attributed to the miscjiievous practice 
of inning, or gaining land from the sea. By this attempt to exclude 
old Ocean from his ancient bounds, the extensive^ pastures known as 
Romney Marsh were gained ; but they were not gained with impunity, 
for the erection of the sea-works, and the commencement of the decay 
of the harbours just enumerated, are events coeval with each other. 
It may be here remarked, that the erection of extensive works into 
the sea is always attended with other results than those proposed as 
the objects to bo effected by the erection : for the water, turn^ out of 
its natural cogrse by the obstruction of the works, takes a new direction ; 
and while it falls with increased force upon the more distant parts of 
the coast, and creates destruction, its power behind the works, and 
along the coast in their immediate vicinage, is greatly decreased : but 
the consequences are equally destructive, and the dejtrirction is equally 
certain ; because the current water, reduced in velocity, is no longer 
able to hold in solution the sand and detritus with whish it is always 
abundantly charged ; and it therefore deposits ’tl^s destructive matter in 
all the adjacent bays and harbours, reducing the depth of water in the 
one, and finally choking up the other. Thq, haven of the port of 
Hythe might, however, hgive been preserved, with the*advantage which 
such a* backwater as that of Seabrook presents, provided that the reme- 
dies had been well conceived and timely applietl ; but the good bur- 
gesses suffered the evil to grow till it became yncontrojlable, and then, 
^when it was too late, they commefaced active exertions to overcome it. 
Such a course of proceeding is, however, by no meaifs uncommon; 
but surely the preservation of the ports of the kingdom ought not to be 
left to Ae mercy of individu^s, to be yvholly neglected, or trifled with 
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by the application of ignorant and sehseless eaperiments for improve- 
ment and presetvation. It has frequently been asserted that^the inha- 
bitants oV a sea-port town, in consequence of the powerful interest they 
must feel in the yireU-being of their harbour, are the most fit and proper 
persons to watch over its safety, — an^^^igument which, at first sight, 
appears very plausible, on account Of theiruth of one part of the propo- 
sition, viz. that their interests are connected with Jts preservation ; but 
whof^ver is acquainted with tlie state of society in these towns, with the 
ignorance and prejudice which pervade thei^on all subjects connected 
with science^, with the abject servility of th^ great body of the popida- 
tion, and the lordly domination assumed by a few, often by a single 
individual — who arrogates to himself universal knowledge, and not only 
the power but the right to order, arrange, and settle all the concerns of 
the town and the port, be their difficulty, tlieir variety, or their import- 
ance ever so great, by his single j6at — will readily perceive and candidly 
allow the fallacy of the argument. In some ports it is the practice to 
expend as small a sum of money as possible upon the work^^to apply 
only palliatives instead of remedies, and the mischief being only par- 
tially overcome by such means, increases in the end, till it becomes too 
mighty for removal except at an enormous expense, and the utility of 
the harbour is destroyed. 

A very simple means of remedying thjs evil, in all its parts, presents 
itself in the appointment of a proper person for each maritime county, 
whose duty it s|iould be to inspect the different harbours situated on us 
coast ; to make occasional surveys of them ; and to report, at stated 
periods, on their copdition : — the quota paid by each port for such ser- 
vices would be little compared with the heavy oupay now often expended 
in experiments as absurd as they are inapplicable. The time of peace is 
the time for improvement: to what more useful object of general interest 
can the attention of the nation be directed, than to securing the preser- 
vation and increasing the utility of the ports and havens around her 
shores ?> It would belike the thrift of the prudent man, who, during 
the hours of quiet, provides against the day of struggle and of difficulty. 
The sad consequences attendant on the loss of a haven are powerfully 
illustrated in the present state of Hythe ; thinly populated, reduced in 
importance, and void of commercisd speculation, it has dwindled from 
its former consequence into the dulness an4 insignificance of an obscure 
country town. 

The early accounts of Hythe describe it as a large, populous, and 
flourishing place, containing several parishes \ but through accidents 
and misfortunes, arising out of natural causes, it became reduced to a 
single parish. The rqjns of four of the churches were seen by Leland, 
who visits the town under the coiiimission of Henry* the Eighth, and 
who thuaMescribes it in his Itinerary Hyth hath bene a very great 
towne yit^enght, and copteyned iiii parocbes. To cownt fro West 
Hyth to p^ce wh^r the.substan of the towne ys now, ys U good myles 
yn iengb^fl aSopg the shore, to ykiich the Se pam ful sumtyme, but 
now by bahkihgd of Woose, and ^eat cast^nge up of shyngil, the Se 
b sumtyme a quarter* sUmtyme dim. a myle, (half a mile,) fi:o the old 
shore*. In the tymd^of King Edward the Second, ther wer burnt by 
isa8uelt^.^viij acore houseit and mo, andniir^ followed a great peatilens, 
itilA thes il things niinUhed thb tcjme^ Ther remayne yet tne xuines 
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of the chyrches and ohyrcli yardes, and it evidentlye appereth that wher 
tlie paroch chyrcli is now, was sumtyme a fiiyr abbey.” Another 
account records the loss by the great fire at two hundred lioiifiea And 
five ships, and that one hundred men were drowned. * It^also states that 
the inhabitants were so dispirited by this great calamity, that they 
thought of deserting the spot, and building a town in another situa- 
tion.” Thus the inhabitants of the town appear to have been ^pecu- 
liarly marked by misfortune ; botli natural and accidental causes attack- 
ing their prosperity, an4L» finally accomplishing their di>wnfall. The 
parish church is a lar'^e handsome structure, adjoining which is a 
charnel-house,^ celebrated for the collection of a large number of human 
bones which it contains. These bones, remarkable for their gigantic 
size, were found on the sea- shore, where they had lain for a very great 
length of time, and had bleached to perfect whiteness. They are sup- 
posed to have been the bones of the Britons slain in a battle fougiit 
with the first Saxons, on the shore between Ilythe and Folkstone, about 
the yearti®46. The arm, leg, and thigh bones are of extraordinary 
length ; and many of the skulls, which are very large and of great 
thickness, exhibit deep cuts as if inflicted by]an axe or some such heavy 
weapon of early warfare. This pile of bones measures 8 feet in height, 
8 feet in breadth, and 28 feet in length, and contains 1792 cubic feet. 

As Hythe continued an appurtenance to the manor of Saltwood 
through so many centuries, it may be interesting to have some little 
account of its once magnificent castle, one of tlie finest fpecimens of cas- 
tellated architecture remaining to modern times. It is said to have been 
built by Escus or Oise, king of Kent, who succeeded his father Hengist 
in the year 483. Killurn, however, gives it a Roman origin; but as 
there are no bricks or other materials which usually mark the buildings 
of that grand and warlike people, it may be safely concluded that he 
was in error on the point. As has been previously stated, it became 
llie property of the Church in the reign of King Canute ; and the mano- 
rial lands were first held, on military tenure, by Earl Godwin, whose 
successor, Hugo de Montfort, repaired and strengthened it. In the 
lime of Henry" the First, it was held by Robert de Montfort, and became 
an escheat to the crown with the other estates of that nobleman, who 
liad gone into voluntary exile on account of his haviyg joined the party 
favourable to the cause of Rbhert Curthose. At this time it changed 
masters ; the records stating it to have been held by Henry de Essex, 
Constable of England, and hereditary standard-bearer lb the king, who 
rebaiilt the castle, on his being appointed Lord Warden of the Cinque 
Ports, and made it his principal residence. Engaged in a skirmish in 
Wales, whither he had attended Kmg Henry the Seaond, Ins^conduct 
was so.puaillanifiious, that he {Vas declared a coward, and all h^s estates 
became, in Consequence, forfeited to the cro\Vn^ and this among the 
rest were taken possession of by Henry.* But De Essex was only tlie 
tenant; the lordship and right in the property belonged to thcr arch- 
bishop, at that time Thomas h Becket ; wlio made the «Beizure one of 
the charges of sacrilege against the king«to the pope. It remained* 
however, in the hands of the crown till the reign <ff Jolm, who restored 
it to the archbishop. It afterwrds became the residence of the arch- 
bishops of Canterbury; and was by Archbishop Courttiay,In ilfrtime of 
Richard the Se(;pnd, enlarged, alia enclosed in a fine park, as his chief 
U.S.Vouam AraiL, 193d. 3 k • 



498 


ABTILLERY PBACTICB AT ANTWERP. 


residence in the county of Kent. From this period it continued to incrfinso 
in beauty gnd magnificence, till at last its grandeur excited great mur^ 
muring, and Cranmer was obliged to exchange it with the king for 
other estates. H^nry gave it to Tiiomij^ Cromwell, Farl of Essex, on 
whose attainder it again escheated to tha^ctown, since which time it lias* 
been in the possession of many ancient families. It has, however, long 
since J)een shorn of its ancient splendour, and a portion of it is, at the 
present time, occupied as an ordinary farm-house. 


ON THE ARTILLERY PRACTICE AT THE SIEGE OF THE' CITADEL OF 

ANTWERP. 

In the “ United Service Journal for the last month, a detailed and 
satisfactory journal, or rather history of the late siege of the citadel of 
Antwerp is given ; it affords ample matter for much professional as well 
as political disfjuisition. Wc soldiers will leave Lord Palmerston* to 
discuss the political p.art of tlie thesis, ainl trust he may ultimately dis- 
cover a satisfactory solution to the important questions involved in it, 
without having recourse to our interference. Professionally speaking, 
we ouglU, perliaps, to liesitate in promulgating such a wish, but though 
soldiers, we feel as flnglislunen, and would prefer a legitimate war 
against quasi legitimatists, to n quasi war against quondam allies. 

Many incidents in the siege arc interesting as connected witli the 
construction of wort>s, their attack, the necessity of flanking support, 
the advantage of retired flanks, the importance of enfilading and rlco- 
chetting fire; and, particularly, the opinions said to be entertained by 
the Commandant of tlie besieging artillery, and tlie remarks made on 
tlicsc opinions in the course of the narrative, seem to invite discussion. 

It aj)pear8 tliat the Lieutenant-General commanding this arm ])er- 
linacioubly adhered to the principle, that it is at jioint-blank that cannon 
fire is most efficacious, and that nothing is gained by that of mortars 
at close range ; that is, that the impetus of the former does not increase 
by reducing the distance between the point-blank and a given object ; 
and were it not for intervening glacis and counterscarps, revetments 
could as S])ccd'ily^be breached at full point-blank as at fifty yards ; 
whilst, in regard to the latter, their execution is rendered less certain by 
the necessity of diniinisliing the charge and fuze.” 

Before we hazard aif^y* remarks on this subject, we must observe that, 
by full point-blank appears to be intended that which the French term 
1e but €11 hhinc^ distingwished from t]io^6?/^ en hlanc primitif ou vatiirel: 
which life English term the line of ntetal wlevation, nam«ly, the elevation 
of the axis of the bore resulting from the dispart of the; gun, k plane 
passing over and touc^liing tlie superior part of the breech and muzzle, 
being ^poincide^t v»^ith tjie object at which the gun is laid. We have 
entcred^more at length upon the meaning to be assigned to this ictm in 
formernumber, (vol. vil. page 76) ; — it is sufficient for the present purpose 
to guard against misapprehension. If the definition now assumed be 
admitted to convey the meaning of the phrase point-blank, as applied to 
the opiF^ns of General Neigre, the dislSnce in question will be, when 
referring to a 24-pounder Englisln, alrout* seveti hundred yards, such 
toeing its line of metal range, 
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Now., at this distance, it is very certain that a breach may be effected 
against an ordinary revetment, if not covered by a counttfrscarp Or 
some intervening object, without any difliculty. We learn from the 
very useful memoir by Sir JoDfc May, of the artillery, that at Ciudad 
Rodrigo breaches, of one Ijundred and thirty feet in extent, were ren- 
dered practicable at ranges of from five to seven hundred yards, in 
thirty-two hours and a half ; the greatest number of guns emffioyed 
being thirty 24-pounders, and two 18-pounders. Sir John Jones says, 
that “ at Badajos the extent of front of the three breafflies open was 
above five hundred feci, the greater part of which was as good as can be 
formed.” This was effected from distances of between six and seven 
Inmdrod yards, and with fourteen 18-pounders, and twelve 24-pounders, 
in one hundred and four hours ; firing, on an average, nine rounds in 
the hour. The curtain-breach was rendered not only practicable, but 
particularly easy, by fourteen guns, in thirteen hours ; but ibis cannot 
be produced as a criterion, since the wall was very bad and came 
down in two hours* firing, at a range of six hundred yards ; at 
St. Sebastian, twenty 24-pounders caused a practicable breach of 
one hundred feet in extent, in thirty-three hours; and these guns ren- 
dered a smaller breach, at the same siege, practicable in fifteen hours 
and a half ; on an average, twenty rounds a gun were fired in an hour. 

Thus, at the three sieges, assuming the data they afford, and sup- 
posing fifty guns employed, a breach of one hundred ^eet might have 
been effected at a range of from six to seven hundred yards ; at 
(’iudad Rodrigo, in fourteen hours, twelve minutes; at Badajos, 
in ten hours; at St. Sebastian, in twelve hours, fifty-six minutes; and 
the time might have been reduced to ten hours, as it lias been proved 
that English battering- guns will admit, without injury, twenty-four 
rounds an l?our. 

There arc, doubtless, advantages and disadvantages in breaching and 
countcv-breaching at a distance, where the revetment is seen sufficiently 
low to permit it. The shot from the guns can -neither be projected 
with that ])rocision, nor will the effect of those which strike the wall be 
so great, as from the crest of the glacis, the revetment will not be cut 
out in masses ; but it is to be observed, that, at the greater distance, 
the ninnbcr of guns may be unlimited ; whereas it would be difficult 
to find space, at the regular breaching range, for more than ten or a 
dozen guns to beiir on a hundred feet of escarpe. The want of preci- 
sion and the loss of momentum may, thercfiffe. be compensated •by 
multiplying a converging fire. The ricoebetting batteries are tolerably 
efficient at six or seven liundred yards ; and, prqjeceding according to 
fule, it is expected that the fire^of the faces and llanks^of all coilatcral 
defences shall be much impeded, if not in a great degree silenced, by 
their effect, ancl that of vertical fire, before the breaching batteries open ; 
we are tlierefo^e inclined to coincide in the opiniqp, that “ cannery fire 
is sufficiently efficacious, where therc^is no intervening object to prevent 
trie breaching of guns at the line-of-metal elevation, vvhem a sufficient 
number of them can be brought to bear upon th^ escarpe, and where 
time is importance^ as it always is, except in such un unusual case 
as that of quasi hostilities. The^Frenrh, hi rc^le, took Ciuilad^ij^drigo 
by capitulation /rom the Spauiar4s, after thirty days of open trenches ; 
the horn de regle^ look this same place from the French^ by 

^ . 2 K 2 ^ 
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storni, in eleven. The Spaniards surrendered Badajoz to the French, 
after thin^y^nim days of open trenches, a breach of twenty-five feet 
only being formed, en regh ; the English wrested it from the French, 
after twenty-one *days of open trenches^ five hundred feet of breach 
being practicable, horn de regie *, — that is, the English opened twenty 
times as much revetment as the French. In carrying breaches formed 
from. a distance, a greater expenditure of life may be the consequence, 
because the men advancing to their attack will not be brought under cover 
to tlic edge of the ditch, nor will the descent into it be prepared, and 
therefore the column, which ought to carry the breach unbroken, may 
be shaken by leaping into the ditch before the actual escalade be 
attempted ; yet tlie certain loss to be incurred in constructing the 
intervening parallels and crowning the covered-way is altogether spared, 
as well as the great exposure to vertical fire, where the besieged are 
provided with bomb-proofs for mortars, as advised by M. Carndt. 

The very great loss of men at the sieges in the Peninsula happened 
in tlie very' breaches ; and where a resolute defence under such cir- 
cumstances takes place, such loss must ever be looked for, though the 
attack be carried forward on the most approved principles. Jt is 
extremely problematical whether the French would not have lost as 
many men as tlie British did in the storming of Ciudad Rodrigo and 
Badajoz, had the breaches been contested*, and that with as much energy 
and devotion, by the Spaniards, as the French themselves evinced vvlieu 
attacked by the ^British. Indeed it seems ridiculous to suppose that a 
column with a front of twenty-five feel — about eight or nine men in a 
breach — could ever*‘havc carried Badajoz at all, liowcvcr determined it 
might have been. • 

Although, in this qualified degree, we assent to the advantage of 
breaching at a distance, we arc by no means prepared to^ admit, nor 
can we believe that any well-informed oflicer of the French artillery has 
ever ventured to assert, “ that imjietus ’’ (used in a popular sense) “ is 
not increased by reducing the distance between the point blank and a 
given object.” Strictly speaking, indeed, when applied to 

gunnery, means the lieiglit to which the projectile would ascend if pro- 
jected vertically ; this, obviously, has no connexion with the horizontal 
range, however ^ic horizontal range may depend on it, and therefore 
cannot be affected by it. Impetus is als(f sometimes used for velocity ^ 
and it is occasionally intended to imply the force with which a projectile 
strikes its object. It appears to be in this sense that it used in the 
history of the siege 6f Antwerp. To maintain the affirmatiye of the 
position, “ that impetus is not increased by reducing the distance 
between the point blank and a given object," it must therefore be 
i^hown that the velocity of a shot is not lessened in its* passage ithrough 
the air — the fallacy of which^ every boy who has delivered a ball from 
cricket-bat maj detect ; he* must have observed that the ball moves 
with less Velofcity at the end of it| course, and he may have been leil 
to attribute 2 ^ portion of this loss of swiftness to the resistance of tlie 
air ; — at all events we are aot left to mere conjecture as to the amount 
of this resistance, al Dr. Hutton has satisfactorily shown that it in- 
creases in a higher ratio than the squares of the velocities with tlie 
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same body ; and, adopting his practice and formula, we shall find, 
supposing a 24-poundet loaded with powder equal to half dthe shot’s 
weight, which it appears was the charge of the breaching guns at the 
late siege, that an initial velocity of 1640 feet will be obtained, whic^, 
on the shots passing over 50 yards, — the range, according to rule, of 
breaching*batteric8 against a regular work, and the distance of that at 
Antwerp, — will be reduced to 1578 feet; after 300 yards, being the 
regular distance of counter-batteries, to 1299 feet ; after 500 yards, to 
1119 ; and after 700, to 970 feet. Now the momenta of the shot at 
the several ranges— that is, the shot’s power to injure the revetment- 
being in the compound ratio of the mass and velocity, it follows, since 
the weight of the shot is always the same, that the destructive power of 
24-pounder breaching-batteries, at 50, 300, 500, and 700 yards, respec- 
tively, will be as the numbers, that is the final velocities, 1578, 1299, 
1119, and 970, and discarding minute fractions, as 5J, 4^, 3J, 3^. 

It may be observed that tliis, and every other calculation in gunnery, 
is only an approximation, and not minutely to be relied on. The fact 
cannot be questioned ; but, as an approximation, it affords the means 
of judging, in some measure, of the relative effect of shot, which is all 
in this case that we are aiming at. If, indeed, the object to be 
breached were a screen of masonry, as the facade of a building, we 
might promise ourselves soxae advantage by a velocity less than the 
greatest ; but not so against the mass of a rampart, or the solid pro 
jeetions of counterforts or buttresses, until, at all events, the revetment 
be brought down, and the work of the breaching guns be reduced to 
that of improving the ascent. • 

Witli reference to the opinion, that “ nothing is gained by the fire 
of mortars at close range,” and that “ the execution is rendered less 
certain by,, the necessity of reducing the charge and fuse,” we are 
inclined, to a certain extent, to concur in this doctrine ; or rather, we 
prefer to state our view of the case. It is this. If the primary object 
of mortar-batteries be to force through bomb-proofs, to spring the 
arches of magazines, and to destroy the shelter which the bombarded 
spot might offer, we think that, to a certain extent, the distant mortar- 
battery may be more efficient than one more near. The greatest pene- 
trating effect of a vertical projectile must obviously be obtained by 
projecting it to such height* as would be requisite, in its descent, by 
gravity to attain its terminal — that is, its greatest velocity; but, aS 
with the heavier projectiles the altitude necessary to generate the ter- 
minal velocity is such as can only be produced at^ protracted ranges* or 
at elevations above 45^ the principle must be modified, so that, in 
endeavouring to secure the greatest^ momentum fbr tha shell, too much 
may nof be surr^dered in poittt of accuracy of fire. Now the*altitude 
to produce this terminal velocity^ with an S-inah shell, is 2678 feet ; 
with a 10-incb, 3335; with a 13-inch, ^340 ; and with the Antwerp 
monster, 6030 feet, supposing its <}iameter to *be 2) inches, and the 
'^corresponding solid to weigh 2447 pounds English. But these altir 
tudes require, at 45^ elevation, ranges to which shells cannot be thrown 
with great accuracy ; very satisfactory practice rnhy, however, be made 
with 18-inoh and 10-inch mortars, at 800 and 1000 yards — the ranges 
of the principal mortar- batteries at Antwerp. We rahy, therefore, 
confidently sayi that decreasi^ these distances would lessen the 
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efficiency against permanent works in a degree not compensated hy 
the superipr accuracy of the fire ; and we are not prepared to prove but 
that the advantages at these ranges even may be much increased by pro- 
jecting the shells at higher angles than ^45*^. If. the time be “ not far 
distant when the art of attack and defence will be reduced to struggle 
between bombs and bomb-proofs," it is highly probable that this will 
be brpught about by so combining the elevation with the range, as to 
produce, at tlie sliortest possible range, tlie maximum eflect. 

If the intension of the mortar- battery be tO annoy troops or working 
parties, much less velocity is necessary ; and, as the accuracy of the 
practice ^would increase by lessening the range, it would evidently be 
desirable to do so ; should, however, the projectile be of little weight, 
as four- ounce balls, recommended by M. Carnot, there is stdl a point 
beyond which disadvantage might result from lessening the range. 
From actual practice we are inclined to believe that little adviinlage 
would result from using such balls, projected at 45°, at a lees distance 
than 250 yards ; this range is necessary to obtain such an altitude as 
will produce a sufficient velocity; but similar results have been ob- 
tained by projecting these small balls on a horizontal range to 1 00 
yards, with 75° elevation ; and at this distance wc can but believe tlial 
their use is highly important. 

We think it highly probable that the great effect of the vertical fire 
in destroying the shelter of the garrison, in tlie late bombardment, ma^ 
be attributable Ho the distance of the mortar-batteries. The advantaget 
of close ranges opposed to a fortress tannot be estimated by the supe- 
rior accuracy of the'^fire of the besieged, and the greater inconvenience 
occasioned to the attacking force at reduced distances. The moinentun: 
necessary to pierce a blindage or an expense magazine, and for making 
way into a parallel or the epaulemcnt of a battery, is very different fron 
that required to take effect on the cover of permanent works. Tlu 
effect of a bombardment on such a work, tliuugh, from its position 
much stronger than the citadel «of Antwerp, was seen during the lat( 
war, in the attack of Fort Bourbon, Martinique ; and it might hi 
brought in proof of the efficiency of vertical fire at considerable ranges 
Thirty-one mortars and nineteen guns opened on this work; the mortar 
ranged at from 1000 to 2000 yards ; an uninterrupted fire of abou 
eight shells an hour from each mortar, foi* the space of four days anc 
five nights, left not a building standing; the interior of the fort wai 
blown to pieces, and a, large proportion of the guns dismounted. Th< 
mam arch of the principal magazine was also injured. This fact formec 
tlie prominent feature in the defence of the governor, who was subse 
quently^tried fon givin'g up the place. On the surrender, there appeare< 
li.ttle fuel for vertical fire ; the guns and platforms which remainec 
uninjured might have ‘been destroyed : but as to shelter for the garrisor 
from splinters, proofs, blindages, or ordinary buildings, there was none 
The interior of tlie foft might bq truly said to have presented “ ai 
unparalleled (ffiaos of black and mouldering destruction.'* The garrisof 
having suffered severely during the bombardment, their loss was greate 
than that of the Dutch at Antwerp ; and were so crowded together in th( 
casemates, galleries of the coun term! nee, and other souterrains — (np 
wards Xa three thousand marched out of the fort)— as to render tin 
air quite pestilential, so much so, that' a medical board, convened fo 
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the confiideration of the subject, declared that they could not be occu- 
pied without risk ; indeed so destitute was tlie place of siiclter, that 
cover could not be found for a detachment which nii^ht hold possession 
of the works, in consequence of which the troops weiHi encamped in the 
immediate vicinity ; and guards, which were relieved daily, were posted 
in the outworks. 

As to any advantages connected with the fuSe, resulting fronj long 
ranges, we must confess our inability to appreciate them. It may be 
possible that the French 'artillery have not adopted thow 3 contrivances 
for fixing fuses, when the time of flight is small, which have been in- 
troduced with spliericai ottsc-sbot. If we may judge from tlieir more 
recent works on artillery, they certainly do not know what a Shrapnel 
shell is, nor in what its peculiarities consist * ; it would, tlierefore, be 
the less surprising, if they liad neglected the means for fixing fuses 
which this invention has rendered particularly necessary. 

The predilection of tlie French for brass b alter in g-train may, pro- 
bably, be accounted for from their having no iron founderies at all to 
compare to that of the Carron Company, or, indeed, to many similar 
English establishments. Very efficient brass battering-guns may, how- 
ever, be made ; the Aide-memoire speaks of four 24-pounders, cast at 
Seville, in 1786, each of which were fired with unfixed shot, and eight 
pounds of powder, five thou^femd three hundred times, without injury to 
the bore or vent, and were subsequently used and perfectly serviceable, 
at the late siege or rather blockade of Cadiz. It is iBrange then, that, 
as the French prefer brass guns, they do not take sufficient care in 
casting to render them more efficient than they iTow are, as indicated 
by the rate of the firing in their breaching-battcrics. Tlie weight of 
their 24-pounder battering-gun is 6860.1 lbs. JEnglish; of its shot, 
28.611 lbs. ; its length of bore is precisely equal to our 24-pounder, of 
ten feet, which w’eighs 5572 lbs., and its shot of ' the latest pattern 
24.696 lbs. ; the relative weight, therefore, of the French and English 
guns is as 239 to 227, a diflerence scarcely to be taken into considera- 
tion, in deciding as to tlie preference to be given to tlie one gun or the 
other. The impression wliich appears to prevail as to the great com- 
parative weight of the French gun over the English, of the same length, 
probably arises from their being both 24-poiinders^ and it not being 
remembered that the difference of the calibre of the shot bears almost as 
great a proportional disparity as the weight of the guns theniselves. 
We are quite at a loss to discover what is nvant by a remark, l^iat a 
brass gun requires “ a larger quantity of powder*'** than an iron guni at 
least in proportion to its shot. The French, as Jthe Englisli, allot one- 

* In e translation of the Prussian work of Captain Decker, by Colonel ifavicliio de 
Petersdorf andrCaptaiii A. P. F. Nancy, is the following ^’emark by the translators; 
—in the text it is said, Lea Anglois pr4tendent devoir le gain de la bataille de 
Talavera 2L Tiisage qu’ils y firent de cette espece d’obu,^.” 'JBJie^translator^iMd,— 
‘^Cette assertion est loin d’etre exactc, ces projectiles ne penvent pqjS ^tre, d 

beaucoup pr^s, aussi terribles qu’on les repr^sente. Les ballcs n’^taut point 
Berries sur la petite quaiitite de pondre renfermie dans Tobiis, cei^eci ne p^ui leur 
communiquer^ par suite de Texplosion, uiie quantity de mouvemen^ cajmble de, les 
porter assez loin et avec assez de force pour Jes rendre vraiment menrtrieres. Des 
experiences faites 3. Vincennes soift venues si I’appui de 'ce raisonnen^nt, et ont 
duinontr6 que les /ScAropefMcAc/s.eiaiqgt r^ellemeut de foit peu d’enet.” * 
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third of the weight of the shot, as the ordinary charge, for heavy guns ; 
and one-half when breaching. 

The monster mortar, hitherto, appears remarkable only for the 
extreme bad shells .which were cast for it, and the time taken in loading 
it. Our l§-inch shells stand the explosion, the mortar being loaded 
with'lWanl^, and even thirty pounds of powder. The monster appears 
to have been served with twelve and a half only. It is remarkable that 
Colonel Paixhans' guns should not have been used, particularly as the 
attack appears^to have been carried on as for display ; to have been 
spun out, particularly in the att^^ck of the lunette, as a siege 
Polvgone, Never was a citadel attacked by such immense means, both 
in the personnel and materiel^ — never, perhaps, such an expenditure of 
engineer stores, — nor such multiplied, and apparently, unnecessary com- 
munications and approaches. And, after all, the passage of the wet- 
ditch, and the carrying by storm ‘an undanked, and, as to the breach, 
undefended lunette, is the only coup d'eclaU always excepting the 
courageous deeds of Antoinette, the brave cantmiere. It is, never- 
theless, no small credit to tlie besieged, though no great daring in fhe 
attack, that ** such an insignificant outwork should have held out six- 
teen days.** In a former paper we have referred to the Paixlians 
guns (vol. vii. p. 477), — doubtless every species of the lengthened 
howitzer will he more and more adopted. They appear particularly 
calculated for the attack of works which may be constructed on the 
Carndc system ; ^nd it is probable, that a gun or howitzer of about 
6-inch calibre, will henceforward be much used in the defence. The 
12-poundor too, on a field -cfirriagc, affording sufficient momentum, at 
its line-of-metal elevation, to pierce an ordinary .trench, is a good and 
handy weapon, but not such as to supersede 18 or 24-pounders during 
the early operations oY a siege ; or light field-pieces throughout every 
stage of it. 

We did not sit down to write a critique on the operations of the siege 
of the citadel of Antwerp, ljut hav^ been led into a much longer discus- 
sion than we intended, on subjects connected with artillery. So far as 
our feeble opinion may go, we can but concur in the sentiment ex- 
pressed in the narrative of the siege, that the Dutch artillerymen appear, 
in every point of view, to have eclipsed their brethren of the same arm of 
the Polytechnic school. The transport of their guns by the latter, without 
the cover of the trenches to arm No. 7 and No. 8 batteries, seems to have 
been made the «most of. A similar exploit has been jierformed by the 
British, and stands veebrded. Jn a late number of this Journal ; it 
occurred too, at a season of the year, and in a climate where no 
favouring fbg propitiated the attempt : the exploit Was never fblminated 
forth in arders, nor did it form the subject of an express^ communication 
to* the Contmander-in^hief or Secretary of State. This -might have 
baeti making too muen of a daring expedient : the justness, howeyer, 
of the jpenlark qf the narrator of the siege of Antwerp must be con- 
curred m ; thc^cufStom of the Britisif army is, to trust to the indigenous 
spirit of the junior ranks^ rather than to aunly the ordinary sumulus 
adopted in other armiee. 


2 . 





DOINGS IN THE BONNY — THE SLAVE TRADE* 

Few (.tiings have, of late, excited more interest among general readers 
than simple narrajtiives of seadife; — the one here offereil, however, is an 
“ o’er true tale,’* by ai> eye-witness; not related to feed mere curiosity, 
but to c^all ,t]ic public attention to the insufbciency of England alone 
persecuting the slave-trade. • 

On the 8th of September, 1831, his Majesty’s brig Black Joke 
bo^dkd ^ French Slaver^ and learnt that there were two Spanish brigs 
in ln^^|Fiver Bonny, in the Bight of Blafra, ready to receive their slaves 
on board, — the one, mounting eight guns, was formerly a sixteen gun 
man-of-war, and the other liaving four broadside guns, and one mounted 
on a pivot. They were said to intend sailing together, in order to be a 
match for the Black Joke, which they suspected to be prowling near ; 
and the latter vessel, confident in her oft-tried prowess (not only in cap- 
turing the Marinerito, but even before she became the DryJMl’s tender), 
longed to pounce on such a tempting quarry. On the following day she 
was joined by the Fair Rosamond, also tender to H.M.S. Dryad, com- 
manded by Lieutenant Huntley. To sharpen the eyes of the “ lookouts ” 
at the mast-head, the officer rewarded the lucky fellow who first spied a 
prize, and the commodore on ^the station gave a dollar per hundred on 
the slaves captured. The Kroomen, having a very penetrating sight, 
were generally the first to give the joyful tidings ; and, accordingly, at 
half-past eight on the morning of the 10th, while our tfto cruizers were 
at anchor, in order to preserve their station about twenty miles from the 
mouth of the river, one of these Kroomen, perched on the mast-head of 
the Fair Rosamond, exclaimed, ** Sail, ho !” In a few minutes two large 
rakish, brigs were distinctly made out, and, as 4hey were evidently 
approaching, Lieutenant Huntley, the senior officer, desired that the 
tenders should get everything ready to weigh, but not stir till the 
strangers ceased to near them. 

About half-past nine the enemy anchored, just inside the outer bar of 
the Bonny, upon which tlie tenders instantly weighed, and made all sail 
to get at them ; the Fair Rosamond leading half-a-milc ahead. At one 
o’clock tlie two strangers were observed to be signalizing ; shortly after- 
wards they hoisted Spanish colours, weighed, and stoo^ to sea. All now 
on board the tenders were elated with the hopes of an action ; but, when 
they were within three or four miles of them, the Spaniyds bore up, iji 
order to run back to the Bonny, setting tlfeir studding-sails in a mai^ner, 
hpwever; that would not have disgraced a British man-of-war ; and, 
indeed, performed all their manceuvres with a quickness and precision 
thaft has long disappeared fronj thek Government vessels. ^ 

It is'necesgary nere to mention, that the mouth of the Bonny is sur- 
rounded by shoals, und that there are twg dang(!rous bars to pass, hut, 
when once in the rivfer, nothing can be finer ; the, water deepens to 
r about ten fathoms, and for the first «even or eignt mileS the bf.6adth is 
about; four, w|ieQ it ^'eceives a large tributary stream, wlik^h vessels, not 
drawing more than thirteen or fourteen feef, can ^cend for some mQes. 
Vessels trading for palm-oil lie two miles below this stream. Thus, 
the Bonny ought never to be 'attempted without good pHots^n board, 
and Mr. Huntley was aware o^it; yet, acting with that decicifon and 
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resolution which on almost every occasion are so essential in the naval 
officer, he bore up, and made all sail after the slaves ; the Black Joke of 
course f6llowing her leader. The bars (thanks to Captain Owen’s ex- 
cellent surveys) are passed in safety — the river is entered— *they gain 
upon the chase— the Fair Rosamond still a quarter of a mile a head of 
her companion, and about a mile and a half astern of the Spaniards : — 
the tributary stream is now reached — the slavers trim their sails and 
haul^up it — tlie tenders quickly follow, when a sight of unalloyed horror 
presents itself! — the Spaniards actually throwing their slaves overboard, 
shackled two* and two, and a great number of the small sharks* which 
infest these rivers, attacking their helpless victims, who, tlius encum- 
bered and wounded, chiefly perish ; some few, indeed, reach the shore, 
and others are landed by canoes ; but the shrieks of the drowning, and 
the contest of the sharks for the bodies of the dead and dying, formed so 
harrowing a scene, as to be alnvost too liorrid to recur to it 

The boats of the tenders were immediately sent to try to save some 
of the poor negroes, but could only pick up two with their boat-hooks, 
who were just sinking. Meanwhile, the largest slaver ran agrcflind, 
upon which the Fair Rosamond, knowing that she would be taken care 
of, dashed on after the other, and the Black Joke coming up imme- 
diately, laid her on board, to prevent any more negroes being thrown 
overboard. She took possession without.any resistance, for most of tlie 
Spaniards, thinking that we should take vengeance upon them for their 
cruelty, jumped^ overboard of their own accord, as our men boarded, 
and several shared the same shocking^ fate to which they had consigned 
so many of the blanks. The captured vessel proved to be the Spanish 
brig Regalo, with two hundred and twenty slaves still on board, having 
sailed in the morning with four hundred and aixty. She was pierced 
for sixteen guns, butliad only eight mounted, with a crew of lifty-six 
men. 

The Fair Rosamond also quickly came up with her antagonist, and 
took possession of her in the same way. She proved to be the Spanish 
brig Kapido, of five guns and fifty men, and had sailed that morning 
with four hundred and fifty slaves on board , — all of whom she had now 
got rid of: but the two who had been picked up, as before-mentioned, 
and were now on board the Black Joke, had, fortunately for the slaver’s 
condemnation, betn embarked in the Rapido. When taken to Sierra 
Leone, they gave so positive and distinct an evidence, and, in spite of 
the large offers made them by' the opposite party, adhered so strictly to 
the truth, that the Covirtf was obliged to condemn their vessel as well as 
the Regulo. These two poor lads had something so amiable and kind 
in their disposition, that those who would have consigned them to a 
watery grave must have been very *demsnB. They had not been many 
hours dn board of us, ^before they endeavoured to make th-emselves use- 
ful ; thus, observing a couple of brooms, of their own accord they began 
sweeping the tl^ck. The sailors, Who always delight in assisting the 
distressed, gave them clothes, encoliraged them in every way in thei»* 
powet, and showed considerable regret at their departure. The quick 

** The mafttef of a palro-oU ship, who was there during this occurrence, touehed 
at Fernando Po a month after, and Stated, that* having occasion to pass the beach 
^twhieiniiese Wretched slaves were thrown overboard, he counted upwards of one 
hundred bodies, shackled together by twos, ^<iittifig an intolerabje stench. 
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manner in wliicli they learnt our ways was extraordinary j particularly 
when it is considered that they were probably brought from the interior 
of Africa, as no one at the Bonny knew where they came? from, or 
understood their language. Another little trait in theif conduct testified 
the warmth of Uieir gratitude, for soon discovering who commanded the 
vessel, they insisted on kissing his hand whenever he came on deck, and 
then returned smiling to their work — for they were never idle. 

But to return : — the assistant-surgeon, as is customary, examindti the 
captured slaves in the Regulo, and reported that there were three very 
ill of the smalUpox ; adding, that if they were not removed, not only 
all the rest, but many of oUr own men would soon catch that fatal 
disease, doubly dangerous in a tropical climate. They were, therefore, 
ordered to be immediately unshackled and sent on shore; but now 
another distressing circumstance took place, for, dreading tlie infection, 
none of the villagers would receive *hem, and about midnight they 
crawled back to tlie swamps, off which the vessels were lying, and great 
indeed must have been their distress, when, in pitiable language not to 
be misunderstood, they supplicated to be taken on board again. This, 
however, could not be complied with, although their heart-rending 
wailings lasted all night ; in the morning they were heard no more,— 
nor could we learn what became of them; but death alone it is to be 
feared could put an end to thqjr miseries. 

All the four vessels were now aground, and during five days and 
nights we were almost constantly at work, getting intojhe faiic'way, and 
preparing for sea. Wearly everything had to be got out of one of the 
prizes before she would float, and the labour wa%very trying — some- 
times under a deluge of rain, and directly .after under a vertical burning 
sun ; besides which, let it he recollected, that during the few hours of 
repose that could be allowed the crew, they had ifo comfortable bed to 
go to, for on board these tenders the only sleeping-place is the hard 
deck. It is gratifying to mention, that there were two English palm- 
oil vessels lying in tlie river, whose oflicers and men, with characteristic 
good feeling, gave all the assistance they could, and one of the masters 
being .an excellent pilot for the place, rendered us most essential service. 

Two days before sailing, Lieutenants Huntley and Ham say * waited 
upon the king, who received them with much politeness, and made 
them pai't<ake of a repast; kut, although good-natuftd,‘he is unfortu- 
nately addicted to drinking palm*wine, and negligent in wielding the 
sword of justice ; whence he is not esteemed by his subjects. One of 
the principal men in the place, who speaks a lTtt4^ English, said to* Mr. 
Ramsay,’ “ He no proper king like his father, — he never hab cut oflF 
man*s head.** And when Mr. Huntley expressed to his sable majesty 
in strong language, the cruelty of the slave trade, anefthat he^ught to 
put an end to it in his dominions, all he answere^ was, “ Spaniard man 
did very wrong to drown poor black maw,** and put an end to the con- 
ference by saying, “ Make my compliments to my brofler, Kiij^g Wil- 
liam, and tell him to send me ‘dash*** — the African word^for “present,** 
and immediately retired. His subjects ar^J, in general, a quiet, indua^ 
trious race of people, exporting a large quantity of palni-pil. There is, 

* This is the officjer avIio won his promotion by boarding Sp^ish slaver 

Marlnerito, in April, 1831; tbejparticulars of that gallant exploit are recorded in 

our Joutnah Part 11, fbr 1632, p. 63, V Which we refer the reader. 




508 


DOrNGS IN THE BONNY. 


perhaps, more trade from the Bonny than any river on the coast ; and 
if, as i$ now supposed, it is the principal mouth of the Niger, its con>- 
merce will increase rapidly. Although the people have made some 
progress towards, civilization, they are still very superstitious and igno- 
rant relative to religion. Formerly they principally worshipped two 
large live lizards, until thinking that domesticating one might be suf- 
ficient, they commissioned a large brass one from Birmin^jam about 
threfe years ago, which now shares llieir worship with its live partner j 
yet, ridiculous as this is, no nation along this coast is so advanced in 
general knowVdge. 

A few remarks will now be .added, addressed to those who take on 
interest in the cause of humanity, and yet may not have been fully 
informed of the real state of the slave-trade. Scenes of such atrocity 
constantly take place, that none can imagine but those who have wit- 
nessed tliem. How dreadfully these poor creatures must suffer during 
a long and tedious chase, when* five or six liiindred arc crowded toge- 
ther in a small space, not four feet high ; their owners, being afraid 
that their moving about would impede the progress of the vessel, v^ilh- 
hold both water and provisions for a whole day, and this under a hot 
vertical sun. In one instance, after a chase of twenty hours, twenty- 
seven were found dead upon the lower deck — the dead shackled with 
the living ; and the remainder were nearly all in a state of madness, 
occasioned by heat and thirst; fifty died before the expirjition of llirec 
days, and upwards of a hundred in less than three weeks I Many more 
examples of the same kind could be given, but on so painful a subject 
probably these are sufficient. 

It may be remarked — “ But have not these cruelties been increased 
by our interference — Undoubtedly they have ; and all our efforts 
have scarcely diminished the number of negroes exported frpm Africa : 
an assertion which can he easily proved. There is a market at Cuba 
and in the Brazils, to be supplied with slaves, requiring about thirty 
thousand annually ; and, up tq this time, that number has been sup- 
plied. No doubt the risk that is run, owing to our pruizers, increases 
the price of the blacks to the planters, thereby diminishing their 
profits, but it appears very doubtful, supposing the trade to have been 
free, that many more could have been carried over with any profit to 
the importers, sinse the fall in the price wowld not suffice to increase tl.e 
demand much. How far the present system raises the expense of im- 
porting negroes, is a matter of calculation which we possess d^ta suf- 
ficient to determine : .ftthe average of slaves captured is one in ten, 
which has raised the insurance from eiglit to fifteen per cent. ; another 
increase of expense arises from the Spaniards now employing very fast- 
sailing, well-arined vessels, with a 'numerous crew, to facilitate their 
escape. This again adds to the misery of the poor slave ; for these 
vessels are so sharp, that they affotd very little accommodation in pro- 
portioi^to their, tonnage. Again, if the trade were free, the price of a 
negro m Africa and at Cuba would^ be more equalized ; for that reaso» 
greater care w^ould be takeq of them, or the importer would be ruined. 
As an example, let jtt be supposed that a man fits out a schooner from 
Cuba, and sends her to Afric^ for two hundred slaves ; their cost on 
the co%st/and.his other expenses are eight thousand dollars ; 'his cargo 
would fetch twenty thousand ; but^ fr^ cruelty and neglect, one-ha^ 
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(lio on tlie paBsage : liis gain would still amount to two thouaanil 
dollars. But let free trade be now supposed, when the price of two 
hundred slaves at Cuba would fall to fifteen thousand dollars^, then, if 
the same man is so cruel and negligent that half his cargo die, he will 
be an actual loser of five hundred dollars, instead of making a profit by 
his voyage. This is not only a correct statement, but what is known 
to take place* 

By an agreement that we made about four years ago, the Portugese 
are permitted to carry on their slave trade uninterruptedly to the south 
of the line, and negroes are consequently much dearer thefe than to the 
north of the line. Ten thousand are annually exported from those 
latitudes ; yet the vessels are all so much better formed and so much 
more roomy, that they have not one-fourth of the deaths that occur on 
hoard vessels of equal tonnage to the northward. In the year 1831, 
about twenty thousand slaves were exported from the northward of the 
line; and in 183:2, there appears, from all accounts, to have been con- 
siderably more ! So that for the sake of humanity more efficient means 
shoifld be taken to put down this dreadful traffic ; and there are but two 
ways : either all the powers of Europe must declare it piracy — in which 
case our present squadron off the coast of Africa would suffice ; or, if 
we are to act alone, such a number of fast-sailing vessels must be sent 
out, that the risk of capture ijiay overbalance the remunerating price 
wliich the planter could afford to pay. Supposing the second plan to 
be adopted, another dozen of men-of-waron that statiot^ would probably 
get the slave-trade fairly under ; and then the Spaniards and Portuguese, 
no longer finding it their interest to struggle, might consent to declare 
it piracy. 

The case, we confess, is beset with serious difficulties ; and wliile, on 
the one hand, our measures arc chargeable w!th insufficiency and 
quixotism, on the other, they are obviously harsh and unjust. We 
will close this distressing statement with an extract from a letter written 
in 1808 by the late intelligent Captain Beaver from Antigua: — 

“ Many years hc^ve rolled over niy head since I first Visited those regions ; 
and I know not whether the mannci’s of the people have altered, or iny own 
taste has changed — perhaps both may have felt the influence of the interval. 
I admire the matchless tints of the scenery and the heavenly splendour of 
the climate more than formerly ; hut I no longer relish tjic boisterous cheer 
and lax hospitality which once ffid not incommode me. The chatter of the 
negro is as vociferous, and the piccaninics gambol as wildly as ever, while 
Sunday is still the happy day which they call thgir own. iBut the planter 
is certainly less gay ; and he appears already to sufihr under the interference 
of our legislature. I apprehend the result of our measures will ultimately 
prove of greater benefit to our enemies than either tc^our own subjects or the 
slaves. It seems to me but reasonable that those who %o warmV discuss 
this question in the House of Commons should first take the trouble to make 
a trip across the water, and ascertain the tri^h ; for the inquiry has hitherto 
been borne down more by sophistry than by fact. I wjuld rather see the 
wisdom and philanthropy of England exerted to alneliorate the condition of 
the blacks, which she can do, than witness her efforts at whaj she calinot do. 
I abhor slavery ; but feeling that, constituted, as mankind are, it ever has 
existed, and perhaps ever will, I cannot surrender the evidence of my senses 
to mere speculative momlity. Everything now meet with fully confirms 
me in the Opinions which 1 have*almafiy expressed on this topic, my nor- 
ruUvet or ' Miew Momotwda * 
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UNPUBLISHED LETTERS PROM LORD RODNEY AND SIR CHARLES 
DOUGLAS, TO THE LATE LORD BARHAM, 

WITH A NARRATIVK, BY FIR CHARLES DOUGLAS, OF THE BATTLE OF THE 12tH APRIL. 


To the Editor of the United Service Journal^ 

* Barham Court, Kent. March 5, 1833. 

Sir, 

Having h)ng been under a promise to the family of my late respected 
friend and patron, Admiral I^orcl Barham, to dedicate the first leisure time 
I had to the arrangement and revisal of his voluminous papers and corrc- 
spondenec on naval and otlicr public subjects (which have not been opened 
sinee his death in 1813) ; I have, in the prosecution of this duty, met with 
documents which appear to he of suflicient importance to he submitted to 
the public. * 

With the permission of his grandson, the present Lord Barham, T now 
send for insertion in your useful and interesting Journal copies of the 
two following letters— the originals are in the handwriting of the distin- 
guished officers themselves, viz., one from Admiral Sir George Bridges 
Rodney, dated St. Lucia, 5tli April; and the other from Sir Charic's 
Douglas, the Captain of his flag-ship, the Forinidahlc, dated Jamaica, 4 th 
May ; both addressed to Sir Charles Middleton, (afterwards Lord Barham,) 
Comptroller of the Navy, from 1778 to 1798. 

In the first, Sir George anticipates the success which so soon followed ; 
in the latter, the operations of tho fleet during the important battle of 
the I2th of April, 1782, arc given with apparent accuracy and precision. 

I regret that I have not yet fallen in with the first account of tho engage- 
ment to which Sir Cnarles Douglas alludes— but if 1 do hereafter, or find 
any further documents connected with that memorable day, or the pro- 
ceedings of the lleet;^ at that eventful period, I may ho induced, if tlio 
present are acceptable to your readers, to put you in possession 3f them. 

It is well known tliat the Peace of Paris, in the following year (1783), w^as 
greatly accelerated by the victory of the 12th of April; and the terms on 
which it was concluded, it has been asserted, were materially inllucncerl by the 
brilliant achievement of our arms on that important occasion. 

I am Sir, your very obedient servant, 

J. Deas Thomson, 

Private Serretary to Lo.il Barham when first Lord, in 1805-C, .lud lato 
Senior Coraniissioncr and Accountant General of the Navy. 

[Letter from Admiral Sir George Bridges Rodney to Sir Charles 
Middleton.] 

« « Formidable, St. Lucia. April 4th, 1782. 

^ My DEAR Sir, 

“ It is impossible for mo not to snatch a few minutes to tell you how 
we go on in this pnrt oPthc world. Al] our diligence availed not, the enemy 
fought vCry shy, and when I concluded th8y intended to come in thll force, 
and was prepared to retjeive them, as you will perceive by thb disposition I 
made of the fleet, behold they* then iiiade Antigua, and crept close along 
Guadaloupo and Datninif^ae ; what provokes me, is, that tho whole fleet was 
at sea ;'Sir S. itood and his division# oflf the north end, mine and Drako'ft. 
division to windwatd of Point Salines, and several frigates between Marti* 
nique and Antigua ; at the vel’y worst time the enemy made tho islands — 
and yet not otie saw'tfleni ! ’tis provoking, but never mind it, theif fate is 
only delayed a short time, for have It thej^ must and shall. Thank Godl 
by tlio vrf^al of the convoy from England, tho fleet ore now compl^to in, 
th^r Stores and provisions — and in the Mglicifet Spirits ; apd by my^ intelli- 
gence this day, tie enemy have emUarked their troops, and aiVj neair 
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fcatly to sail. You may be sure I shall watch them attentively — and, not* 
withstanding the very great repairs that many of tlie fleet I have found 
here were in want of, such has been the diligence of each ottic^, in his 
dilFerent department, that all will be ready and complete this very night, 
though many boltsprits and several lower masts were WMinting when we 
arrived from our cruize. 

“ The Intrepid and Shrewsbury are found unserviceable ; I propose to 
send them with the convoy to Port Royal, to try, if possible, to put them in 
a suflicient repair, so as to go home with the first convoy, and to assist in 
the defence of the island, for J^eep the sea they cannot. 

“ Tho great event which must restore the empire of th^ sea to Great 
Britain is near at hand ; let me but live to hail my most gracious monarch 
but sovereign of the ocean, and then my happiness will he complete. 

“ The \vholo business of the fleet is transacted here. English Harbour is 
of little use, and in its present situation not to be trusted with the naval 
store-ships : — for their better security I have directed R. Admiral Drake to 
keep them at St. Lucia. It was absolutely necessary for me to appoint a 
store- ki‘('ptT ; I wish your boards would appoint all tho necessary oflujers. 
1 really do not like to be answerable for any person. Adieu and be assured 
that I am, with the utmost sincerity, 

“ Your most faithful, and obedient humble 6er\ ant, 

“ G. B. Rodney.” 

“ Sir Charles Middleton.” 

[Letter from Sir Charles Douglas, Flag-Captain to Sir G. B. Rodney, 

. to Sir Charles Middleton. J 

“ Formidable, Port Ro> al, Jamaica. Maji 4th, 1 782. 

“ Dear Sir, 

“ In conscciucnce of the more exact information I have had, and of my 
own recolh'ction, the account I now send you dilfbrs a little — particularly as 
to the point in the French lino-of-battlc, w here we broke through, and which 
I had not then seen upon paper, from iny last ; an also^in some otlier incou- 
sidernblo respects ; some further interesting anecdotes, and remarks too, are 
in this interspersed, or thereunto subjoined. The more I hear of the late 
battle, the more am 1 satisfied, even to my own surprise, of the conclusive 
ollicacy of the oblique fire, of such ships as could give it. — The Ville de 
J^aris, for example, edging down towards our friend Cornish (thought secure 
in being, as was supposed by them, out of the Arrogant’s linc-of-fire, because 
four points on her bow) did, to their infinite surprise, in that direction receive 
s\u*h a broadside as had a wonderful effect. Captain Gardner, of tho Duke, 
told the admiral in my hearing, that from tho improvemiiit* alluded to, he 
is sure that ho annoyed the enemy with at least twice as many shot as ho 
should have done according to establishment. Upon the wjiole, I think I 
may safely pronounce, that if every ship in the llee^ had been so appointed, 
and without standards like the Arrogant, fewer — poislsibly \ery few — of fhe 
enemy’s ships would have escaped! But withal, the victory, if every ship 
had been taken, could not have been more clearly andfdecidedly ours than it 
was i*I only allude to probable consoquerfees : presuming that had sueh«bliquo 
fire been genoi:al, few, if any, of the enemy’s ships masts had been left 
standing. Lieutenant Butler (now most de^iwedly faptain of the Alicto), 
says, that from the middle deck of the Formidable Im never fired less 
than two, sometimes three broadsides jit each passing Frefichman,^fore 
sih*h Frenchman could bring a gun to bear on him, from suchiguns excepted 

as standards are in the way of. Our admiral informs me that he has 

written for the appointment of an inspector-general of naval jirtillery, and 
of Captain Cunningham as ship captain to Qie Formidable. I beg lea\^ to 
recommend both such appointments to your support and accolesatioRj i^ould 
opifortunity serve, and should at be with your pleasure. I pray you read 
the aoc(j)mt I notr trouble widl, l«rd Manefleld and L>rd 
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borough — and bo further pleased to recommend it to the perusal of General 
Carpenter, his lady* and Mrs. Carr, to all of whom I, for so many years, 
have b^n so much obliged— and to Whomsoever else you please. Can 
Lord Sandwich and Lord North have time to honour it with a reading?— as 
you please. Gracious Heaven ! what a labom^g oar 1 have got to manage I 
Anything whereby I may contribute my mite t^ards the welfare and glory 
of Great Britain I That you, Lady Miodl^ton, Mr. and Mrs. Edwards, may 
long[ and in health enjoy the unspeakable happiness of seeing her wrongs 
avenged to the uttermost farthing, most religiously prays, 

** lX*ar Sir, your obliged and most affectionate friend and seryant, 

« ** Charles PRtItaAs.'* 

“Sir Charles Middleton” 

[Narrative alluded to in Sir Charles Douglas's letter.] 

Formidable, at Sea, 28th April, 1782. 

“ On Monday, then, the 8th inst., at 8 a.m., or a little 'after, being in the 
bay of Gros Islet, in the island of St. Lucia, refitting and rewatering with 
unremitting assiduity, hut in momentary readiness for sailing, Uie signal 
was repeated in the offing, by the Alert, from the ships watching the 
motions of the enemy, that the French fleet in great force, and nuivcrous 
transports or trading ships, was coming out of Port Royal. Sir George 
instantly weighed, proceeded outward, and we soon got siglit of twelve or 
fourteen sail of the sternmost ship^ alluded to, from the mast-head, standing 
to the northward, under the lee of Martinico, which from their fast sailing 
must have been shipj» of war. We followed them all night under as much 
canvas as we could in prudence carry; the wind blowing very fresh at 
N.E. b. E., at 2 A.M., of the 9th; the St. Albans hailed and told us, that 
the enemy's fleCt was distinctly seen from the V aliant, she being to wind\y ard 
of us. Off the north end of Dominica we had just got sight of them our- 
selves, having bcerf sufficiently aware of their proximity, from the frequent 
nocturnal signals they had made. At 3 a.m., we»brouglit to by signal ; the 
weathermost of the islands called the Saints bearing N. J W., and the 
north end of Domihica, N. b. E. 4 E., five or six leagues. , The French 
fleet bearing from N. b. E. to N., at half past 5 a.m., made signal to prepare 
for battle, and for the line a-head two cables* lengths asunder. As also to 
fill and stand on ; Sir Samuel Hood, with the van division, having a fine 
breeze and a glorious prospect, niaking sail a-head to his station. At about ^ 
forty or fifty minutes after 9, the French fired upon the Alfred, she returned " 
it, and the signal for battle was displayed. Thus began that day’s partial 
engagement, between his Ms^esty's fleet, commanded by Sir George 
Rodney, consisting of thirty-six sail of the line, and that of France of 
thirty-three or thi-ty-four, (I speak ft^om reoollection, and from information 
since gathered, for we had not time to count them,) which bereaved Great 
Britain of th^t excellent citizen and officer— Ca^ain Bayne, the (late) 
gajlant commander of the ship named. I say partial engagement, most of 
his Majesty’s ships hSving been quite becalmed ; the whole of our rear and 
most of the sternmost of the van division utterly so, insomuch as never to have 
had it in their ppwer tb come in for apy of that fight ; while the fleet of France 
enjoyed a commanding breeze, within thfi limits whereof, and to windward, 
they kept themselves ps much as possible, with scrupulous attention, and at 
their much-loved long cannonading distance. Ncvcrtholess, divers ships of Sir 
Samuel Hood's dkdsion^ vvcrc roughly handled, having had to cope with so 
many^orO of \he enemy than ought to have fallen to their share. Proyi- - 
denoe ever b$in^ about mighty events by means tindipcerniblo to man 
beforehand; and this day*s fight, though our enemies, everything con- 
sidered, had 'nothing Ho boast of, encouraged them so far as to dare to risk 
that general engagement which they ho^ avoided before, and wliich proved 
^iheir — on, be it ever sacred to fame, the 12th of April, 1782 ; to give 

some account of which glorious«da^s pibceedings 1 am posting. 
^'^'AAer, thoff, having endeavoured Cto' keep our fleet windwcird, and 
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transposed in the line^^battte, and order of sailings tho van /ind rear 
divisions, because of the dama^ij the former had sustained,- to th|p^n4 that 
oUr next attack might have its full vigour— if eVor the enmy should 
give us opportunity. On the 1 1th, in the morning, oro gf Mr. Dc Grasse s 
lleet, being of the line, was seen bearing away for Bassetero Road, (where 
wo saw atio^er,) and was chased^ but got in. Soon after, two ships more of 
the enemy wore discovered far to Windward, having also suffered aamage in 
the affair of the 9th : for one was employed in getting up his fore yard, aM 
the other in getting up a main top-mast. To make his Majesty master of 
the ships ^nded to, or bring Mrt* be Grasse to leeward, an^ tWeby draw 
him yet, if^ssible, into a general engagement, the signal was made for a 
general chase, and we all chased accordingly. 

In the atternoon, the Agamemnon, and s6me others of our weathermost 
ships, gained ground so fast, tha^ tjie t\vu mutilated ones of the enemy in 
question, began to make signals, only three or four of the body of the 
fVench fleet being in sight, from our iriast head : jn consequence of which 
signals, Mr. De Grasse bore dowm en our chasers still menacing their 
game until the Count's headmost ships got very near them, when they, as 
weir as all the rest of the lleet, were called into close order by signal, and 
clostd accordingly. 

“On the 12th, be it (“onsigned to perpetual record in the annuls of our 
long injured, and I hope shortly completely avenged countiy, at break 
of day, the enemy’s lleet was discovered broad on our Ico bow, the 
wind blowing E.S.E., our heads to the northward, and one of Mr. De 
Grasse's ships, towed by a frigafb, square under our lee with his bowsprit 
and foremast ^^rostrate athwart his fore-castle. To draw him still further to 
leeward, the Valiant and Monarch were sent in chase tlu^eof, and my old 
acquaintance, (of thirty-five years’ ‘ landing,) the high-spirited De Grasse, 
edged down accordingly ; Rear Admiral Drake now toJcLul on the starboard 
tack, pushing on with his transport division to secure to us the weather gage, 
and thereby a general and decisive battle. When the French admiral had 
got far enough down for this, our pulpose, the signal was made to call in 
thd Valiant and Monarch, and they took their places in the line of battle, 
with promptitude. The signal for the line of battle ahead, and for Rear 
Admiral Drake to lead with his division, having been displayed some little 
time before. The French now also forming their line, and extending them- 
selves on the larboard^ tack, to regain thj weather gage, which they 
thought they had fully secured, because their v an from the wind having 
rei'erted to the eastward, lay up rather, to wiudwjird of oura. Rear 
Admiral Drake stood firmly on, in do^ inipenetrable order, the ships oom-^ 
posing his Majesty's line of battle bfin^druwu up at t]jo distance of the 
length of one cable from the oite to the otlieif, At forty minutes after 7 a. m., 
the leading ships of Admiral DrnJie'li division w'cre fired upon by the enemy, 
whereupon the signal for battle, and close battle, was m^e, the Marl- 
borough, our leading ship, having fetched the six nar seven ships of Mr. 
Do Grasse's line. By the time the foremost ships of the Centre division had 
begun to engage, the fire was heavy indeed, and we^ supported, our ships 
sliding down slowly, (the wind bejng very moderate,) an^ Closely al^g the 
enemy’s line, and. under their lee. In stemming towards them the Cotof 
mander-in^hief of his ‘Majesty's fleet was fired upon by the eight or nij^e 
ships of Mr. De Grasse’s. line, but did not rSturn^it, the distance, being too 
great, but began with the next, and by giving some Utfle i|levatiom.to 
grms, to good effect; still standing in I sfrajgbt line, with | full stfil, and 
angling in upon the ^emy, in order to penetrgte^his line of battle, which was, 
under ravouf of the vigorous impression Roar Admjra>l ptake had made 
smoke, and the most dreadfhl fire of the Duke, our immediate second 
ahead, the Formidable keeping aip a mo^ insupportable qpicl^ and well 
directed fire, happily effectea ; behind the third or fourth ship astern fif the 
Viiie de Faris, Mias the point wh^ W cat tluouglii the almost silenced 
Si ^opani Ne< Apmt| 1S3J# S i» 
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. interme^ate ship having passed close to our starboard side, one almost in 
Oontact therewith, about a ship’s breadth from us. The immediate effect 
which thiJ penetration produced, was the bringing altogether, almost, if not 
quite, in contact with each other, tho four ships of the enemy, which were 
nearest the point alluded to, and coming up in succession. This unfortunate 
group, composing now only one largo single object to fire at, was attacked 
by the Duke, the Namur, and tho Formidable; wearing round upon her 
heel all at once receiving several broadsides from each, not a single shot 
missing, and dreadful must have been the slaughter. 

“ From this moment victory declared for thejuster cause ; and the Count 
Do Grasse, who defended himself with so much courage, found himself 
separated from all his ships, which were astern of the point of intersection in 
question, never to join them again. All was now a scene of disorder and con- 
fusion, throughout ilic enemy's fleet, from end to end, whereupon the signal 
for the line was hauled down, and tho victors stuck so close to their flying 
(late) antagonist, as to leave them no time to rally or repair any part of 
their damages. But it would require a volume, and more time than I am 
master of, to recount all tho handsome performances of this mighty day. 
Shortly aftei sunset the French admiral's flag and ensign, were struck on 
hoard the Ville de Paris, he having been abandoned by all tho ships ef his 
fleet, such excepted as were taken or otherwise destroyed ; — notwithstand- 
ing tho signals made by the Count de Grasse, often repeated and long 
kept flying to the contrary. Such ships as have their guns fitted accordingly, 
derived unspeakable advantage from some improvements lately made in the 
uso of naval artillery, their fire having betfn so very quick and so very well 
directed, and extonaing so far to the right and left, that the Frfmch cannot 
comprehend hov^,th^y came to lose so many men, and we so few, on the late 
bloody day ; for they were generally so mauled by the ships alluded to, as to 
be most partly driv/?n from their quarters, before they could bring their 
guns to bear upon us. 

“ The fire of our centre, consisting of three three-deckers, was astonishing 
indeed, and the moment the Formidable penetrated the enemy's line, as 
many of his Majesty’s ships as saw her after she got threugh it, gave 
three cheers ; at the same instant the French seamen, even on board the 
Ville de Paris herself, fled from their quarters, crying out, wo have lost the 
day, our line of battle is cut asunder, or words to such effect. Some little 
time after the Count De Grasse struck his flag, our signal for continuing the 
engagement was hauled down, and an end put to the celebrated General 
Battle of the Saints, by which name certain islands, situated b^ween the 
north end of Dominica and Guadeloupe, are called. 

“ P.S. The moment the Ville de Paris struck, her worthless disorderly 
crew broke open the chests and trunks of all their officers, and with lighted 
candles in their hands, stove in the doors of the store rooms, in quest eff 
wine and othef liquors, tp the very great danger ofall on hoard from fire — and 
moreover, killed and destroyed for their own use, the major part of the live stock 
belonging to tho Count De Grasse, consisting of bullocks, sheep, And poultry 
of different kinds. very extraordinary, and no less true, notwithstand- 
ing some thousdndiJyipd forces having been on board the French fleet, 
ofilv one single mu9K|^Lthe best of my recollection, was fired at the For- 
midable. So compnHVore^their soldiers, as well as seamen, driven firom 
their quarters befol^HH||kme abreast of us. As to the loss sustained by 
bis Mcijesty s fleet, tm|H|u to the public account ; but 1 think 1 

may pronounGe firom thelRRered ccfiidition the flying enemies were in when 
they left their i^eral, that, their cannot bo less than seven or eight 
thousand men, lulled* and wounded; the number of prisoners borders upon 
m thousand, including those taken near the east end of St Doming 
since th|» bgitle by the detached van ^division of the fleet, under the 
comxfiandof Sir Samuel Hoed in the Catq and Jason of sixty-foinr guns 
the Amiable, of thirty-six, fllnphe Cinis, of eightemi, Deduoting* 
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however, the Humber slain on board the ships taken, and the vent many. of. 
those burnt in the Ceesar, of seventy-four guns, she having uniurtunately 
caught fire shortly after she struck. Not a single goose quill Mlcd, nor did 
a gun require being wormed, so long as the flannel-bottomed cartridges 
lasted on board the Formidable or Duke ; nor of the one hundred and twenty- 
six locks on board the latter, (every lower decker having two,) did a single 
one fail. One Kentish black flint to each, served during the whole engage- 
ment, in one lock excepted. Though about eighty men short at qi^rters, 
the Duke, from the improvements alluded to, fired sometimes fully from both 
sides, and even with as much ease as if they had been exercising. Nor did 
a single atom of gunpowder catch fire by accident on board of her, she having, 
as usual, and as now is becoming the practice, as well as the Formidable and 
divers other ships, used wetted wads. Reckoning the strength of the French 
fleet acoiding to its weight of metal, it was stronger than his Majesty's, by a 
force equal to that of four French eighty-four gun ships. I say nothing of their 
several thousands of supernumeraiw soldiers ; I mean on the 9th. On the 
12th, the Zoic, of seventy-four, the Caton and Jason of sixty-four each, were 
absent, having sustained damages, so that on the 12th, according to the 
above standard, the fleet of France was superior to his Majesty's, by tho 
strength of two common ships of the line. In frigates they far out-number 
us, and two of them, the 8agittairc and Experiment, were of fifty or fifty- 
four guns each. 

(«. “ N.B. For some little time after, we got sight of the French fleet, on the 
12th, in tho morning, the wind was unnaturally, and therefore unexpectedly 
at S.E., of which fortunate ciibumstance we availed ourselves, by pushing 
on, in order to make sure of fetching up the enemy. It then reverted to 
E.S.E., and gradually afterwards to E.” • 


ANECDOTE OF BAROSSA* 

After the battle of Barossa, the wounded of both nations were, from want 
of means of ti-ansport, necessarily left upon tho field of action the whole 
night and part of the following day. General Rousseau, a French general 
of division, was of the number ; his dog, a white one of the poodle kind, 
which had been left in quarters upon the advance of the French force, find- 
ing that tho General returned not with those who escaped from the battle, 
set out in search of him ; found him at ni^ht in his dreary resting place, and 
expressed his affliction by moans and by heking the hands and feet of his 
dying master. When the fa^l crisis took place, some h^rS after, he seemed 
fully aware of the dreadful change, attached himself closely to the body, 
and for three days refused the sustenance which was offered him. 

Arrangements having been made for the interment of the dead, the body 
of the General was, like the rest, committed to its flonourable grave ; the dog 
lay down upon the earth which covered the beloved remains, and evinced by 
silence and deep dejection his sorrow for the loss «he h%d sustained. The 
English commander, General Graham, whose fine feelings had*prompted 
him to superintend tho last duties due to the gallant slain, observed the 
friendless mourner, drew him, now no longer resi&ting, froip the spot, and 
gave his protection, which he continued to him uptil his death, many 
years after, at the General's residence, in Perthshire. • 
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general sir BANASTRE TARLETON, BART.^ G.C.B. 

ThE military career of this veteran of the British army commenced in 

1775, when he purchased a coriietcy in the K\^g's Dragoon Guards. In 

1776, he proceOTed, on leave, as a volunteer to America, and in December of 
that year, he commanded the advanced guard of a patrole which made 
General Lee prisoner. During the years 1777 and 1778, he witnessed the 
whole of the actions of groat and little moment, in the Jerseys, Maryland, 
and Pennsylvania, until the return of the King's army to New York, on 
which occasion, although possessing only the rank of captain of infantry, in 
an absent regiment, he commanded the rear-guard of Sir Henry Clinton’s 
army. Immediately after this service, he was appointed Lieutenant-Colonel 
of provincial pavalry, and soon rose to the command of the British Legion. 
His services fi*oni this period arc stated by himself in a letter addressed to 
Earl Bathurst, (a copy of which he placed in the hands of the writer of this 
sketch,) on the extension of the Order of the Bath : — 

Leintwardine, Ludlow, 27th January, 1815. 

“My Lord, — If something stronger than common report had not pointed - 
out the Principal SecrcUry of State in tha war^ department as the chief 
engine in the new formation of the Military Order, I should not have made 
tliis address to your Lordship. And, although my feelings wove severely 
smitten by that cifcumstuiice, I forbom to trespass upon your Lordship, until 
I had collected the best iiilelligence upon* the subject. 

“ I beg leave, my LV)rd, to premise, that I entertain no sentiments of hos- 
tility to your Lordship, and that I am solely actuated by a sense of injury ; 
conceiviiig (I think with justice) that a great stigma has been fixed upon my 
professional life, by the Supplement to the London Gazette, dated 3d of 
January, 1815. I could have been contented to have descended into my 
grave with the honourable rank of General in the British anny, earned by ac- 
tivity and courage, unassisted by money, noble birth, or powerful interest, 
if an instrument, to which I ha\e alludo<l, had not given additional dignity 
to several of my contempomrics, and lifted into prcccdency^many officers wdio 
have served under me. 

“ Your Lordship’s feelings will, if I am not mistaken, in this instance accord 
with mine, that this letter cannot be deemed an intrusion or aggression upon 
you, or upon any oliher person whatsoever, but a fair vindication of my own 
conduct and character, to which I am impelled by a laudable sense of honest 
ambition. Whal is so dear to a soldier as his military reputation ? Is not 
that ^reputation founded^ tpon gallant exploits, honourable wounds, and 
military records ? If silch foundation is valid, I appeal to the Government 
Gazettes of ihy country, during the years 1780 and 1781. Sir H. Clinton 
(the commander-iii-chi^ and Earl Qpmwallis (the second in command) 
have meihioncd my name, with singular distinction, in every public despatch 
during that period ; ancj I hope it may, in this case, be esteemed venial, 
if I refer your Lordship to a conversation held in the House of Lords, in 
which it was pr^osed to, thank me, as Licutenant-Colonel-Commandant, 

— 1 (according to usage) not all<|^ving that honour. 

bad not*nearly outlived the recollection of the American war, it Voulf 
S^cessaiy to point out tha different military enterprises in which 1 have 
rpersonally concerned ; but the object I have in view obliges me to go 

^ a detail, irksome, perhaps, to m both. . 

tfie^iej^ of Charlestown I attended Sir H. Clinton ; having r6ceived 
ndm the cavalry upon that e^sLpedition, with .the rank of Lieutenanir 
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Colonel'Cotnmandant of the Legion. I purposely jfiass over all nw previous 
services — such as the direction of the advanced guard of the party which 
captured General Lee in 1776, — and intend only to state my ccAduct after I 
had attained the command of the cavalry. 

“ During the siege of Charlestown, three regiments of the enemy's horse 
(Washington’s horse, Palaske’s legion, Bland’s or White’s dragoons) were 
surprised and destroyed at Monk’s Corner and Lenew's Ferry ; and all com- 
munication with the country was cut off by the light troops, althoi^gh the 
place was not completely invested by the army. 

“ At the Wacsaws, on the frontier of North Carolina, llie cavalry, with 
part of the legion infantry on horseback, at the distance or a hundred and 
thirty-six miles from Lord Cornwallis's army, defeated a superior body of 
continental infantry, with great slaughter, and took four pieces of artillery, 
five colours, and all the baggage of the Americans, which contained valuable 
stores and clothing for the garrison of Charlestown. 

“ At Camden, a charge of cavalry w|s made against infantry and cannon, 
and a pursuit continued for upwards of twenty miles from the field of battle, 
in which several prisoners, all the baggage, and the last piece of cannon, 
were taken from the enemy. 

At the Catawba Rher, General Sumpter was brought to action two days 
after the battle of Camden : his force, of upwards of luoo men, continentals 
and backwoodsmen, was surprised at mid-day ; two cannon, and many pri- 
soners, and all the baggage, fell into the possession of a very inferior party. 
A considerable number of British soldiers wci'c retaken, and loyal Americans 
redeemed from cai)tivity. * 

“ At Blackstocks, on the Tiger River, General Sumpter, with superior 
numbers, was dislodged from blockhouses, in which pos^^tion he threatened 
Ninet\-Six, a British nosl : som« prisoners were taken, his corps dispersed, 
and the general placed nors de comhat by a wound. » 

“At the Cowpens, the British >vere deteated with loss, by superior num- 
bers, consisting of continentals and backwoodsmen, under General Morgan. 
The reverse of fortune is principally attributabh' to liie want of the co-opera- 
tive inovetnents of Lord Cornwallis. [Vide Tarletonn Campaigns, c. iv.] In 
a letter which I have in my possession, I^ord Cornwallis says, ‘ Your move- 
ments in bringing the enemy to action were masterly — your dispositions un- 
exceptionable ; nothing hut the total misbehaviour of the troops under your 
command could have robbed you of the glory which was. so justly your due. 

“At Guildford Court-House, the two armies were long and closely en- 
gaged, when the cavalry towards the end of the action, extricated the right 
wing from the enemy, which had surrounded it. In that charge I lost a 
considerable part of mv right hand. ^ 

“ In short, all the movements of the British army were covered, through a 
woody and diillcult country, by my legion, from the fall ol Charlestown to 
the melancholy catastrophe at Yorktown, in Virginia, fn that circuitous 
march of more than 1200 mdcs, many prisoners, CtPanon, and colours, ftll into 
my hands, whilst detached from the main body of the army ; a great pro- 
portion of the forage and provisions was providwl fipv the British, and all the 
risings and assemblies of thef Aifierican militia were •suppresjjpd by the 
sword*. Tlnj rank of Major and of Lieutenant-Colonel in tlie English a^jmy 
came to me for services in the field, by brqj^et, in If 80, and early in 1781. 

“ That my employment since the conclusion of the American war has not 
been upon the same active scale of operation, (having been only -sent, as a 
Major-General to Portugal, in 1798,*a time of inaction; apd as Lieutenant- 
General to Ireland, in 1803,) is not imputal^e to me, as during my life, my 
professional talents have been cultivated by stud} 4 ^ and mj milita^ zeal to 
distinguish myself in the cause of my king and country has not abated. 

“And now, my Lord, IwiljPnot detaifl you much longer,; but a word or 
two upon the limitatiou to lfi03, in the instrument I have already nibntioned, 
I cannot omit. • No rule or regulMod of that kind can bo supwDrted by argu- 
ipenL 88 military services and military records must, at the tribuqpl of. 
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reason, be i equally valid in the last or present century,-- under the reign of 
his majesty George III., or the government of the Prince Regent The 
rule even hitherto has not obtained observance, as iu various instances I can 
point out ; those faqj^s, however, I will not dwell Upon, or discuss upon the 
present occasion. If the rule were literally observed, the article of exclusion 
IS of BO rigorous a nature, that it is morally impossible to carry it into effect* 
Look, my Ix>rd, well at the consequences it must eventually produce. If you 
exclude^ me as a veteran, you must come to the decisive avowal, that age 
capacitates me from the enjoyment of any military distinction. 

“ But, niy Loi^, I never can believe that a gracious and high-minded 
Prince, after hearing a full exposition of the services of his military servants, 
can adopt or even countenance the decree of exclusion, which tells me iu 
plain lan^age, that my toils and dangers are not regarded, and that the 
honours I have achieved, and the wounds I ha\e endured, are neither re- 
membered nor regretted. 

« '‘I have, &c, 

“ Ban. Tarlkton, General.’* 

Though this letter did not produce, at the time, the effect of promoting 
him to tlic Bath, the General was in the same year honoured with the dignity 
of Baronet ; and he was subsequently created a Knight Grand Cross of tte 
Bath. 

Sir Banastre was in his 79th year, and has died without issue. He 
was Colonel of the 8th dragoons, and Go\ernor of Berwick; and previous to 
his appointment to the 8th, he was Colonel of the 21st dragoons. He sat in 
Parliament several years. 


LIEUTENANT-GENERAL CUPPAGE. 

At the early age ofd7 General Cuppage commenced his services to his 
country as lieutenant of artillery; and in the year, 17 72 was detached to 
Gibraltar, where he shared in all the duties of the protracted siege of that 
garrison, and acted a ct)nspicuous part in the memorable sortie in April, 
1780, which led to the destruction of the enemy’s works, and probably forms 
as brilliant an event as the annals of British prowess contain. In 1782, in 
consequence of a severe wound which endangered his life, occasioned by a 
casualty, as reported in Colonel Drinkwater's narrative, he was permitted to 
return to England ; and, on his recovery, was selected for the adjutancy of 
the battalion of artillery which had served in the siege, his predecessor 
having been killed tlierc. In the performance of the duties of adjutant, 
lAcut. Cuppage had the good fortune to obtain the notice and favour of the 
Duke of Richmond, £^. that time Master-General of the Ordnance. Under 
the Duke's patronage, after he had attained the rank of captain, he was 
appointed aidc-de-camp to the Lieutenant-General of Ordnance, the late 
Lord HoW'g, and continuedtin that situation until he was appointed by the 
Duke 6f Richmond to a tibop of horse-artillery, in the year 1794. Jle was 
soon after promoted to the rank of major ; and in the year 1796 was placed in 
the command of the artillocy in the Kentish District. Sir Charles Grey was 
general-in-chief at \hat period in the SoutlnSrn District, comprising Kent' 
and.Sus^x ; and the proximity of Kent to the shores of the onomy made 
that portion of the commalid a pofijt of great importance. Sir Charles Grey 
soon found that he might place an unreserv’ed confidence in his commanding 
officer of a&tillery, tflid did nbt withhold In 1797 the mutiny at the Nore 
afforded Major Cn$)nage aif opportunity of exercising his prudence and judg- 
ment, in giving facility to Sir Charles's plans and operations on sWe during 
that painfiil crisi^. • 

He now reached the rank of li|utenant-oolonel ; and in the spri^ of 
1798 bad the. anxious pre-eminence, under tfie Orders of Sir Charles £ey, 
of pre]toring the local arrangements on the .coast for the expedition againat 
Ostelld. In a memorandum of his owi rmting to the oceurrences & that 
^e,<he expresses himself in the following emphatic manner Twee 
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who have experienced such situations, where the success of a ^eat object 
depends not Only on the efficiency of the measures adopted, bumlso on the 
absolute necessity of inviolable secrecy, can properly estimate^the anxiety 
and difficulties to be encountered by an individual entrusted with prominent 
duties in such a service.” The writer of this sketch \9as an eye-witness of 
the intenseness of Colonel Cuppage's exertions on that occasion, and of the 
sagacity ho exercised in all his movements to keep secret the destination of 
the assembled forces, known then in Kent only to Sir Charles Grey and 
Colonel Cuppage ; and so well was the veil secured, that, excepting in one 
unlucky instance after thd embarkation of the troops, the secret was kept, 
and the object of the expedition was only known in this country from its 
failure. His Majesty George HI. expressed to an officer ,of rank at the 
time his high approbation of Colonel Cuppage’s conduct, both during the 
mutiny at the Nore, and on the occasion of the expedition to Ostend. 

Colonel Cuppage’s character as an active, zealous, intelligent, and able 
officer, was now ([uite established ; ai^ in the autumn of the same year 
(1798), when a secret expedition, under Sir Charles Stuart, was directed to 
be prepared at Gibraltar, Col. Cuppage was ordered to relinquish his cora- 
n^nd of the artillery in Kent, and to join Sir Charles at tlie Rock. He 
hastened thither, but found on his arrival that Sir Charles had sailed. 
General O’Hara, then commanding at Gibraltar, not knowing the object of 
the expedition, which uas the capture of Minorca, detained Col. Cuppage at 
Gibraltar until after Sir Charles had taken possession of the Island. He 
then followed ; and in a MS. memorandum made by himself at the moment, 
he says, “ I joined, ho\ve^ cr* in time to unite with that first of officers. 
Sir Chal-les Stuart, in establishing the means for the future defence of 
Minorca.” ^ 

In 1801, after the peace of Amiens, Col. Cuppage returned to England; 
and on a vacancy occurring in 1802, he resumed th^ command of the artil- 
leiy in the Kent District. In 1803 hostilities recommenced with France; 
and those who recollect the fears of this country at that time respecting 
invasion,^ can well appreciate the arduous duties shared by officers who then 
superintended the military branches of the ordnance. The alarm of inva- 
sion, however, at length subsided ; and in the year 1806 Col. Cuppage was 
appointed Iiispector-(3eneral of the Royal Carriage Department at\Voolwicli. 
Here an ample field was affoidcd for the display of his ardent mind and 
active energies in the management of tliat \ery important branch of the 
oidnance. How admirably he acquitted himself in the performance of his 
duties, the recorded testimony of the difterent Masters- General and Boards 
under whom he acted, amply shows. In the detail of his department, his 
combination of economy w^h eflicieney, his reduction^ of all the subordinate 
branches, abroad and at home, to the immediate control of the chief at 
Woolwich ; and hi.s ap))lication of machinery, which enabled the department 
to prepare and promptly to yield such an incijia&e to thb issues of military 
stores at critical periods as were unparalleled in fkc same service pr^iously, 
called forth not only the repeated commendations of the Master- General and 
Board in private communications, but recehed the gralitying testimony of 
the qfficial organ of the Onlifanee* in Parliament, whed he moy^d the Ord- 
nance estimates in 1814. Mr. Wards speech on that occasion is thqs re- 
ported : — “ On the great article of Woohych, the on. Gentleman descanted 
much on the immense results of all that had been laid out in impro^ements, 
particularly in, the wharf and in^the machinery. Tiai formejs had dorio 
honour to the commanding engineer, Col. Pilkington ; llip latter was chiefly 
made use of in the carriage department, the most extensive of all, and ho 
might say, the admiration of all. He had more than opce mentioned the 
head of this department, General Cunpage ; but at the close of the war, 
when he and others were about to rest from their labovirs,.he ^uld not help 
pftying them the compliments Aey deserved. It was owing to G^eral Cup- 
page Uiat, h/the introduction^ t£is stupendous machinery, the production 
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of this important branch (the carriage department) had been multiplied, with 
less expeI 1 ^e, perhaps he might say fifty fold. As a proof ho would only 
mention th^i circiular and vertical saws : the cost of both was under IC.OOOC, 
and the saving of manual labour of last year alone, without using aboVo 
two-thirds of their power, was 8000/.” Mr. Ward's eulogium was received 
by the House with cheers, and was of course highly gratifying to the subject 
of it. 

After the cessation of war in 181 j, General Cuppage retained the inspec- 
tion of the carriage department, comprehending the management of the 
gun carriages of the whole navy of England, rs well as of those of the 
artillery. The peace of course led to very extensh e reductions in the de- 
partment, which the Inspector-General eflPectcMl with the most solioitous 
attention to economy, as ^^cll as to the protection of the interests of the 
country in case of sudden emergencies. He was scarcely ever absent from 
the arsenal, except when occasionally engaged in ofiiciol tours of inspection 
to the subordinate branches in England, Scotland, and Ireland, when directed 
to make them by the Board. Until AUthin a very few \\eeks of his death, his 
zeal and talents were unremittingly exercibcd in the department : and during 
his last illness, when confined to his couch, and dail} losing strength, his 
devotion to the public service kept him in constant communication, either 
personally or by letter, with the officers under him, to whom, from the 
highest to the lowest, b) bis urbanity, and the acti\e part he took in 
promoting their comfort and welfare, he was universally and deservedly 
endeared. ^ 

Lieut.- General Cuppage was the son of the'Rov. Burke Cuppage, Rector 
of Colermnc, Ireland, where he w'as horn in October, 17.M). An ^intimate 
friendship and no remote consanguinity with the family of the celebrated 
Edmund Burke, iihroduccd Geneial Cuppage in his earliest days to the 
patronage of that illustrious man; who, forming a favourable opinion of his 
young pi'oUge, obtainef a nomination for him to a cadetship in the military 
academy at Woolvuch. During Mr. Burke's life, Gederal (Cuppage enjoyed 
pre-eminently the friendship and regard of his early patron, and was much 
m his confidence to the latest period of that great man's existence* In the 
Year 1792 General Cuppage married the widow of Lieut. Colonel Cairnes, of 
his Majesty s 86th Regiment, with a family of three daughters and two 
sons, all ot whom he adopted and ever treated as his own. By this marriage, 
which terminated in the lamented death of Mrs. Cuppage in Feb. 1832, he 
had three sons and one daughter : Burke, the eldest son, an officer of artil- 
lery, who married in Feb. 1828, Eniily, the second survi\ing daughter of Sir 
Joiin and Lady Emily Maclcod ; William, now a posl-captain in the navy, who 
lost his leg in a partial action with the French fleet off Toulon, in Dec. 1813 ; 
and John, who died aV'Penang in 1825, in the cilvil service of the Hon. E. I. 
Company ; — the daughter died in infancy. Of Mrs. Cuppage’s sons by her 
former marriage, the elder, Major Robert Cairnes, of the Horse Artillery, 
was killed at Waterloo; amlnhe younger, Capt. James Cairnes, R.N., died 
suddenly at Newcastle, in Feb. 1831, while employed in the Northern* Coast 
Guard servnee. 

The personal frieicds of General Cuppage^ at Woolwich spid elsewhere,'' 
would think this sketch imperfect unless a tribute of respect was added to 
the kindness, affability, an^ cheerfulness constantly displayed in "liis demea- 
nour, and especially as a membef of the excellent society of the officers of 
artillery at head-qu^rtas. His residence at Shooter's Hill was the freqnont 
scene of unassuming hospitality, rendered doubly valuable by the presendb 
of sensible, intelligent, lyell educated, and scientific men, whose powers of 
conversation were admirably drai^ forth by the good taste and judgment of 
the host, and friiKi which neither he nor bis guests ever departed without 
seeming pleased with each other. • i 

i^eraUluWe died at hia residence at Shooter's Kent, on dje. 

m Us 77tli jfean t ^ 



QBNERAt OFFtC£K$ LATELY DBCEASBIX# 


521 


MAJOR-GENERAL SIR GEORGE RIDOUT BINGHAM, K.C.B. K.T.8. 

Georgs Rioout Bingham, fcmrth son of the late Colonel Bingham’*’, of 
the Dorset Militia, entered the service in 1793, as an Rnsign in the 69th 
foot, in which corps he obtained a lieutenancy in 1 795 ; was thence promoted 
to a Company in the 81st regiment, in 1796 ; to a M^ajority in the 82d, in 
1801 ; and to a Lieutenant- Colonelcy in the 63d, in 1805. In 1813, he ob- 
tained the Brevet of Colonel ; and in 1819, that of Major-General. In 1 831, 
he was appointed Coloncl-Cemmandant of the second batta^on of the ride 
brigade. 

He served one year and a half in Corsica and on hoard the tleot in the 
Mediterranean ; two years at the Cape of Good Hope ; eight months at 
Minorca ; and throughout the Peninsular war. 

For his sendees at the battles of Talavera, Salamanca, Vittoria, Pyrenees, 
and Nivcllc, he was honourc X with a Cross and one Clasp, and appointed a 
Knight of the Tower and Sword of Portugal. Subsequently, his services 
were rewarded by his Sovereign, with the proud distinction of a Knight Com- 
mander of the Bath. * 

Sir George had charge of Napoleon from England to St. Helena, and he 
remained in that island several years on the Staff, and in command of the 
53d foot. On his promotion to the rank of Major-General, he was sent to 
Ireland, and placed in command of the Cork district, where he remained till 
last year, when he was compelled to resign the command in consequence of 
the state of his health ; and on the 3d of January last, he died at his house 
in Cumberipiid Terrace, iu his fifty-sixth year, universally respected by a 
large circle of friends and acquaintances, for his talents as §, sohlier and his 
many amiable qualities in private lift. 

Tlie “ Cork Constitution," in noticing the death tof this officer, ob- 
pcrv^es, — “ For an eulogy upon Sir George Bingham, a reference to the me- 
mories and to the feeling'^ of all respectable men in this quarter of Ireland, — 
of the religious, the loyal, the informed, and the truly ^ist, — w'ould be one of 
the most eiqphatic ; for all such persons marked with honour and with gra- 
titude, his wise and pure and noble conduct, in trying times,— observed his 
sound good sense, hfs admirable temper, his great presence of mind, his 
clear conception of the very thing which the emergency peculiarly called for, 
and the amiable and even-handed fairness with which evqry trait and duty 
was executed, which the public necessity required. These great and valuable 
qualities were conspicuously displayed, when this city was thrown into a 
greater degree of danger, — when life and property were more directly involved, 
— than at any former period since it had been besieged during the ci\il wars, 
— and to that most excellent mrfn is to be ascribed the common deliverance of 
the citizens of Cork, from the frightful perils of that dis^ceful and most 
alai-ming occun’ence. In every relation of life, wlyther tne*greater or the 
more sweet and domestic virtues were to be callea wto action, Sir George 
Bingham would not be out-rivalled : as a brave and faithftil soldier— a tender 
husband,— a sterling, warm-hearted friend,— open, candid, and courteous, 
with.the bearing of a high-bred ^ntleman, no man could *rate ab#ve this 
lamentedjnan, — and to his numerous and admired qualities, the grace o9 
all graces was itdded, that which religion alon^ can htfttow upon the liighost 
moral excellencies." 

The following memorandum was issued to the *trpci|>S in the southern 
di^ict : — • • * 

Assist- Adjt.^G6^eral's Office, 

Oork,#7th January, 1B33, 
DISTRICT M8M0RANDUM. 

It is with extreme regret, Majot^Oenera l James Douglas 

* The family peffigree for mSddry Willm ^ Oo&qiwmr te 

the present era, is reiftarkaUe in the annali n this (rountr}'. 
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the troopliserving in the southern district, the death of their late coiiimander» 
Major-General Sir G. R. Binf^ham. K.C.B. He is quite satisfied that it will 
be in unison with the feeling of all theoiiicers to shew a mark of respect to an 
oliicer who so long* and so honourably commanded this district, by wearing 
the prescribed mourning for a foilnigbt, from the receipt of this memo^ 
randum. 

By order, 

(Signed) Charles Turner, 

^ Colonel and Adjut. 

Sir George married the youngest daughter of Edmund Morton Pleydell, 
Esq., of Whatcombe House, Dorset, the oldest family in that county. 


LIEUT.-GENERAL C. BOYE, of the HON. E. I. C. SERVICE. 

In the early part of his military career, which commenced in 1770,1110 
late Lieutenant-General Boy 6, as Lieutenant on the Bombay establishment, 
was activelyemployed in three campaigns under General Goddard, Major 
Forbes, and Brigadier M'Cloud : he served at the siege of Mangalore^ and 
the assault of Cannanore, and subsequently at that of the fortress of Darwar, 
in 1 793, under Colonel Frederick. In 1798, having attained the rank of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel, he proceeded, in command of the second battalion of his regi- 
ment, on field service, under Lieutenant-Colonel Little, to Jygur, to co-operate 
with the Mahrattas against Tippoo Sultauri/ In April following, being ap- 
pointed to command a detachment of two battalions of Sepoys, he proceeded 
to the Malabar copst, and joined Colonel Wiseman s brigade, and uas actively 
engaged in taking possession of the lowpr country and forts on the sea-coast 
in Canara, from Neejsaram to Sedashugar ; he was also employed against 
Doondia Waugh, and took possession of Hydergur Ghaut. In July following 
he was appointed to command the district of Cundtipoor : in .January, I80u, 
he was removed, and ^appointed to raise the second battalion 6th N. I., at 
Surat, where he commanded the garnson. In 1802, he was transferred to 
the first battalion 3d N. I. ; he proceeded to Bombay, and obtained the com- 
mand of a field force, consisting of detachments of his Majesty's 84th and 
88th regiments, a company of arUUery, complete field train, first battalion 
3d N. L, and first battalion 7th *N. I. With this force he marched to 
Bassehi, under the orders of Sir Barry Close, the resident with lus highness 
the Peishwa Badjce Row. In April following, Colonel Munay, of his 
Majesty's 84th regiment, succeeded, as senior otlicer, to the command of the 
field detachmejits, Lieutenant-Colonel Bo>e proceeded with the forces to 
Poonah, where he*conimanded a brigade of Native Infantry, and joincnl the 
grand army under the Duke of Wellington, then Major-General Sir Arthur 
Wellesley. ® 

At the conclusion of^tlfe war with Scindia, and other refractory Mahratla 
chieftains, Lieutenant-Colonel Boy^ was removed to the second battalion 4th 
N. I.; he proceeded to, Goa, and commanded a brigade in the Portuguese 
district 4f Salsctte. He was next removicl to the first battalion 8th, which 
corps he joined at Ahmednaggur, and commanded that 'district: he aipter- 
wams proceeded to Poonah, and commanded that station, and next to Surat, 
where he commanded the garrison till promoteci to the rank of Colonel in 
18964 when he wal appointed commandant of the 9th N.I., and the garrison 
of Tanba. Ii^lSlO he returned to England on furlough. In 1811 be was 
promoted to MajcHr-GeneraL and in the following year, appointed to the 
Staff. In 1815, he ot^ained the command of the army at the presidency of 
Bombay, witfi a seat as President of the Military Board. Major-General 
Boyd's li^ite^ time of four ye&rs on theiStaff having expired in 1816, he 
was rilieved by M^jor-General Laurence. In 1820, he returned to Sng^and, 
and itt was to I4eutenanL-General. , 
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On the method of measuring British ships. 

An improved method of measuring ships^ to approximate their nominal 
tonnage to their real burthen, being universally admitted to be desirable^ 
and no such method having yet been found practicable, the old objectionable 
plan seeming without any hopes of being removed ; it has occurred to me, 
that this serious objection which continues to operate as an effectual bar to 
an improvement in dimensions, might most easily be remedied ; by af once 
abolishing ,every charge upqp a ship collected upon her register tonnage, 
and substituting in its stead, a per centage upon the whole of Sie duties upon 
imported goods, equal to the amount. Dock charges in like manner, to be 
collected wholly upon the cargoes. 

It is quite evident that this would not add one farthing of expense upon 
goods imported, as a reduced freight would ensue, at least equal to the 
amount of increased duties, and thus every one would be loft free to adopt 
such means of proportioning a ship, as common sense and science might 
point out to be the best ; and the conseciucncc would most unquestionably 
he a material alteration for the better, which the practice of collecting so 
many heavy charges upon a nominal tonnage has hitherto prevented— the 
same method of measuring might still remain in use, and perhaps in the end 
would be found pretty correct, as ships would he constructed with more beam, 
and less depth ; and the probability is, that somewhere about the present 
register tonnage of a ship is, in point of fact, what she ought to be found 
capable of carrying. • 

1 can see hut little difliculty in carrying this plan into execution if all gooda 
were of the same hulk and value, one rate of per centage ^ould suflice, in 
making an addition to the customs ;),nd dock charges ; but as goods of dif- 
ferent descriptions would be diftcrently affected by the reduced freights, 
some scale would have to he arranged in this respect, to bear fairly. Lights, 
&c., to be accounted for to the Trinity House from the Customs. 

Port charges arc but in few foreign countries collected upon a ship’s ton- 
nage, accord^g to her English measurement ; in many there are no charges- 
having reference to tonnage at all, and when these exist, the foreign custom 
houses generally adopt a mode of measurement of their own, which, knowing 
the great burthen of British ships, they frequently contrive to make fall 
very heavy upon them, by taking into account their depth. 

It is not my purpose here to make more than a gener'al remark or two, 
upon the proportions observed in constructing British merchant vessels un- 
der existing restrictions, the evident effects of which are, to make them carry 
the utmost possible quantity, with the least possible measurement tonnage ; 
a mode of construction so clearly preposterous, in rcfereifte to every other 
good property, that it is quite clear no one would pursue it, were ho left 
unfettered by the removal of the restrictions, which the collecting of charges 
upon the measurement (without any reference tlic burthen) fefteo 
upon him. • 

Reference to the shipping of all countries, where nq such erroneous mode 
of collecting charges exists, might^he made, to shew what hnproved^dimen- 
sions* would be adopted ; for should these fine British ships sail upon theii; 
bottoms, with little ballast, and when loaded be able *10 carry a full cargo, 
of the same weights throughout, without •witnessing the absurdity of 
floating bodies made to carry burthen, being so formed to be obliged to 
carry along with the cargo (generally riufficiently heavy) a Jprge qifantity 
of*kentledjje, to obtain stability; and when without cargo, to require 
half a loading of ballast, and after all that can*he dc^pe, being rarely made 
safe against bad weather, or generally adapted to any : if amdhgst a large 
number of ships of different nations, (on a wind,) you select thos^th&t are 
sailing mostly on their broad-sides— they are English; there are %thev 
symptems by which they may bS easily known, but not being; very flattering, 
I will ofiit them. * But 1 cannot hel^ observing, that notwithstanding I agi 
ready to admit, that the soundness"' an^ stren^h of the hulls of our ships, 
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are beyiksd all oowiparison the best in the world, my conviction is, that otring 
to their cocastttictioii, they more frequently damage their cargoes, and that 
they are upon an average more frequently lost than ibreign ships. This last 
would be a curious fact, worth inquiring into, and if true would be conclusive 
as to the bad form of British merchant ships, as their superiority in all other 
essential points cannot be called in question. 

‘ A Mastke of a British Merchant Ship.’ 


socgestions for the guidance of seconds in duels. 


Having been frequently called upon as a second in duels, and from my 
own experience in such affairs, as well as the want of it in others who have 
been requested to act for the first time in such ca«es, I had long since 
written out some instructions for the general guidance of persons who may 
be called upon to act as seconds. They lla^c been thoujrht proper and 
correct by many who have applied to me for copies of them ; but as a greater 
publicity of them may be advantageous to civilized society, I have been 
strongly recommended to oiler them to you for circulation in }our Aaltiable 
professional Journal. In doing so, 1 shall make no apology to you, or the 
public, for aiding or explaining rules relative to a proceeding so revolting as 
a duel ; but as it is an evil which has existed in all ages, and an evil pro- 
ductive of great eventual good in keeping the foims of society within its 
proper limits, tjie rules attending such' proceedings should be as noil 
known as possible by those who may he called upon to perform the duties of 
seconds. c 

In^tmc4lo7U. 


The message havilig been carried by a friend, the seconds arc appointed. 
Tliey are immediately to put themselves in communication with each other, 
and frem that moment are not to have any direct parlance with each other s 
principals. The priniipals are In the hands of their seconds. 

The seconds are to appoint the place and time of meeting, which must be 
subject to no change after the principals arc informed of them, unless the 
seconds think proper to alter either to prevent interruption. So soon as the 
time and place shall be appointed? the seconds will each pro\ido pistols, and 
have a surgeon ready. 

On arrival on the ground the seconds will select the spot, tnking notice 
that there shall be as little advantage as possible to either side in the position 
of the ground, the sun and the wind. Tho seconds will measure the ground, 
twelve paces, mai«Mng the extremities. The seconds will toss up for ends, 
and the principals >vill be placed accordingly. The pistols having been 
loaded by the syjconds in the presence of each other, the brace will be sepa- 
ratFlv given by them to • their principals. Tlie principals will stand right 
hand to right hand, 'each with the pistol cocked— this being, done, tho 
seconds will move wide off the centre, where, on arriving, they will stand 
together. One rf)f th<f seconds, previously appointed with tho knowledge of 
the prificipals, will give the word “ ready," upon which 'the principals will 
6ach bring their pisto^ to the “ present." The same second will then give 
the word “ fire.” The seconds will be at liberty to cry “ stop," in the event 
of either of t^e ()arti^^ not having fired diret'tly after the word “ fire." 
Eithen of the parties firing after ^Jiis word stop," must be liable to the 
oonsequences before a court of law. • 

. In the event of the party vho has offended or prevoked the challenge not 
returning the fire^ or fiTing in the air— this is to be considered as an apology, 
8^ the challenger*s second must be satisfied, unless a blow or any such 
went iif^ult'may have been the cause orthe challenge. 

neither of the ^rties be kilM of so severely wounded as to prevent 
ftartlier proceedings, the second of tne^ principal who conceived himself ag^ 
gfievod, or who sent the challenge^ thb be asked whether he is s^sfied ; 
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if ho should be, the aifair ceases : if he should not be, the secojk of tlie 
adversary \rill be asked whether, after his principal having received the fire 
of the other whoip he has offended or aggrieved, he will acknowledge it, so 
as to render further proceedings unnecessary— the affair may then be 
arranged by tho seconds. Should, however, the intervention of the seconds 
be without succc'ss, a second round is to be fired with the other brace of 
pistols— the same words being given, but by the other second. 

If a blow should have passed, which can hardly be supposed bePween 
officers, tho second of the party who struck the blow must consent that bis 
principal shall be fired at lo long as the second of the paaty struck shall 
think proper, unless a written apology is made by the offending party. 

The evading tho operation of the civil law, in fatal cases, must be left 
entirely to the judgment of the parties concerned : but in the event of tho 
duel being fatal to either party, it is the first duty of the seconds to proceed 
immediately together, and make written note of the proceedings of the 
w^hole transaction, which should be signe^l by both of them, each keeping a 
cop\ . 


THE DEFENCE OF IRELAND, 

A writer in the January number of the United Seia ice Joumal having 
been pleased to animadvert on Recollections respecting the Defence of 
Ireland during the late War," the writer of that article submits the following 
observation?. 

The appointment of Colonel Napier to the situation of field engineer to 
the forces was certainly of short duration ; it did not exist for a week, a fact 
well known to the army in Ireland, and therefore no imputation could apply 
to him, respecting the engineer defences of the country— General Valiancy 
being then at the head of that department, and of course responsible for the 
operations of that service. 

With respect to Lord Cornwallis, the writer in question seems to be extremely 
anxious to vindicate his Excellency’s proceedings in the command of the 
army in Ireland, at the period of General Humbert's landing with a small 
force at' Killala. Where Lord Cornwallis Acquired, as a military man, “ his 
f^reat and desei-ved reputation',' I am yet to learn. It coUld not have been 
in America, where he was opposed in general to country gentlemen as officers, 
and undisciplined militia, whoso numbers seldom exceeded that of the 
King's troops under his command. His I^ordship, it is ti^e, gained the 
battle of Guilford, but the cons^uences were most disastrous and disgraceful, 
his army being obliged to quit the field, and retreat with the utmost pre- 
cipitation for a distance of upwards of one hundred miles. • 

It could not be at York Town that Lord Cornwlflljs ficquired “ his great 
and deserved reputation ; " his defence of that post was marked by no 
operation which reflected the slightest credit on the general ; but perhaps 
the fault in choosing a had position and fortifying it Without either jnilitary 
skill or judgment, •should be attriouted to the engineer — be that as it may^ 
his Lordship, as commander of the forces, took very little care of their 
security, and evinced Ho talent in his endeavours to extricate his troops from 
an- ill -chosen position. lt*is true he had a Frencji gener/il, united with 
Washington, to contend with, and a Jiody of French regular soldiers to 
op1>ose ; but if he found that York Town was untenable, he hacf the command 
of the river, and the American general having offiy a corps of observation on 
the Gloucester 6ide> he might have passed whole *of his sermy over the 
river, attacked and routed the .^merican corps— and extricated himself 
from the grasp of the combined army. I.<ord ComwalUs shouM hive fecol- 
lected Washington's odmifabl^ rettfdata from. Long Island to New York, 
and flroqiL Xr0nt(m*to Bruns^k, ai^ We t>rpftted by ^peKence. It ^ 
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unneceLary to entor into any detail of Loid Comwallis'a operations in India : 
his advance to Seringapatam with a numerous army — his precipitate retreat 
from an Hindoo fortress, and an inexperienced force, commanded by a 
native chief, who .could have no pretensions to the character of a general, 
the destruction of his artillery and military stores, are circumstances upon 
which it would be painful to dwell, and with which had the writer been ac- 
quainted, he would not have ascribed to Lord Cornwallis “ great and deserved 
military reputation/’ 

With regard to the operations against General Humbert's corps, it is pretty 
evident that four correspondent had no personal knowledge of facts— his 
information seems to have been gleaned from an apologetic pamphlet written 
by one of Lord Cornwallis’s aides-de-camp, in explanation of the measures 
which his Excellency adopted to repel a French corps of about 850 rank and 
file. Your correspondent says, “ that ho believes Humbert’s corps was 
nearer 1 800, than 800 but having no evidence to produce in support of his 
belief, he very properly sets tlu\t point aside. The detail into which he 
enters is little to the purpose : no insurrectional movement had taken place 
on the landing of the French troops at Killala, and when Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral Lake, second in command to the Lord Lieutenant, was ordered to 
assemble a sufficient force to encounter the French General. It nsay bo 
reasonably supposed that when Major-General Hutcheson and Brigadier 
General Trench joined Greneral Lake at Castlebar, that the troops under 
their command were greatly superior to those of the enemy. Your corre- 
spondent states, from Lord Cornwallis’s apology, that General Lake joined 
Hutcheson at Castlebar late at night, and had, therefore, no time to 
correct the position of the troops — which, he adds, “ was badi^’ ^ Now the 
fact is, that no position was thought of by either Lake or Hutcheson : they 
spent the night over the bottle, and* had not the most distant idea that 
Humbert, with so feraall a corps, would venture to advance against three 
times his force of regular troops, fencibles, and jnilitia. The strong pass 
of Barnagee was not occupied, which a single company might have defended 
against thousands ; tio disposition was made by either Lake or Hutcheson. 
The troops marched out of Castlebar without a general, and formed to 
receive, and not to attack, the enemy. Your correspondent states, “ that 
General Hutcheson had weakened his garrison at Castlebar, by detaching a 
good many troops in observation ; ” and “ had not more than eleven or 
twelve hundred infantry engaged,” — yet he admits that Humbert's force was 
inferior, “ because he left men in Killala, and lost nearly half his troops 
upon the march, by straggling.” Thus your correspondent believes the 
French force to be nearer 1800 than 800— but he afterwards gives 
up the question Ci of numbers: he states^ that General Hutcheson had 
detached many troops from Castlebar, but they could not have been sent to 
observe the eqemy, otherwise they would have fallen back upon the garrison, 
aryl given timely information of his approach ; then he admits that Hum- 
bert's corps lost half* Us numbers upon the march, and of cour^ attacked 
the King^ s troops with only a few hundred combatants. In short, your 
correspondent seems 'to know very little of the transactions in question, his 
only atithority Deing derived from 'the 'apology written by the Lord liea- 
'tenant's aide-de-camp, for the extraordinary measures adopted to 'repel the 
invasion of 850 Frenchmen. • 

The feeling in the arn^ in Ireland, during these contemptible operations, 
was tfbly hu^liating. * The Lord Lieutenant left Dublin to join the large 
army which hod been ordered to assemble, and nine or ten otW geneisls 
were employed to act undee his £xcellency«-but all this time no insurrec- 
tionary movements took piece, and Humbert was permitted to march and 
countermazbh without xeceiviyg any efiectual check. The tunny which 
Lor^ Ccsmwallis put into motu)n upon this occasion was admitted by his 
apol^st to he alxiut 10,000, men ; but as aU the troops in the north of Ire- 
Sim were dkeclsed to move towards’ me south, there can be little doubt of 
Upwards of 15,000, cavalry, infantry, hud artillery, having marched towards 
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a central point on this occasion to meet a small body of Frenchnw. and to 
put down an insurrection which never existed. ^ 


General Humbert, it aj 
which he experienced; 


had no idea of meeting with ttie sucpesa 
, is object was to penetrate as^near to Dublin as 
mssible, and to yield to any respectable force which might appear in his 
front; and, after the slight action with the Limerick militia at Colooney, 
had his object been to prolong military operations, he had nothing more 
to do than to march to Sligo, which would have opened to him the route by 
BaUyshannon to Londonderry, where he might have fortified himself| and 
defended that city against I«rd Cornwallis for several monthj^. 

Your corre^ondent, in summing up his remarks, pretends to have shown 
that General Lake was not sent to Castlebar to fight the French troops with 
militia : now let it be asked for what purpose 2500 men, consisting of cavalry, 
artillery, and infantry, w^erc assembled at Castlebar ? was it only to retreat 
before one-third of their number of Frenchmen ? and would the government 
of England or the country have approvo<J of such a dastardly proceeding ? — 
which would have inllicted indelible disgrace on the generals and the 


army. 

Your correspondent asserts, that the 1 0,000 men were not put in motion 
in ccnsequcnce of the affair at Castlebar, but to preventa groat insurrection 
now no insurrection existed either before or during Humbert's invasion, and, 
therefore, your correspondent has fallen into a palpable error, wliich I hope 
he will have the candour to acknowledge. 

Your correspondent lastly assumes, “ tliat every effort, warranted by pru- 
dence, was made by the ompldyment of masses and moveable columns to 
inclose Humbert.” Indeed, masses and columns were employed, but very 
injudiciously, and the fact is notorious. The cavalry in# Ireland, at that 
period, were numerous, but the troops of that arm under Colonel Crawford, 
were Hompesch’s mounted riflemen : the regular regiments of infantry were 
in good order, and I have no doubt the 29th regiment, at that time in the 
garrison of Kilkenny, consisting of about 1000 rank and file, would have 
been quite competent to meet and defeat Humbert's t;orps~-but the regular 
troops were not employed— the infantry of the advanced guard being com- 
posed of the Essex fencibles, &c. 

Lord Cornwallis’s conduct on this occasion, your correspondent asserts- 
was “ vigorous t prudent, and military : -where the vigour w'as manifested 
I am unable to discover; and as to its being military y it -has no other claim 
to that appellation than having been that of a nobleman who had arrived at 
the rank of a general. 

Your correspondent states, that he knows that Lord Cornwallis's conduct 
was approved of by Sir John Moore at the time, and ty other able and 
practised professional men. Sir John Moore, at the period in question, had 
not much experience of military operations upon an extej^ded scale, and 
situated as he was, it could not bo expected that b^ would freely criticise^ the 
conduct of his commander-in-chicf ; and as to the o^nions of the other able 
and practised military men, I do not recollect a name, except that of Colonel 
Robert Crawford, entitled to much consideration. • ^ 

Your correspondent has writtoii a g^eat deal without fortifying himself by 
any military principle— his remarks are founded on other persons* opinions, 
and upon assumptions which cannot be maintained ;*and I recommend it to 
him, when he again enters the field of controversy, to^endeavour to find 
better data than ne has laboured to bring forward in his refly to thd article 
OR “ The Defence of Ireland during thJ late War." 

Jmiuary, 1833. Alfred. 


[Th^ following letter having reference to the same subject, we append 
it here.] • • , ^ 

Mr. EoiTOBt-^Haying seen^jin the** United Service Journal ** % Januarj 
last, a defence of •Lord Cornwallis 'kndr his proceedings selaUng to the re- 
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ception ^ven by him, and those immediately under his command, to the 
French onttheir marching into tho interior of Ireland, perhaps a few parti- 
culars relative to the manner in which they were received on their landing 
be acceptablerto some of your readers. 

On the ^SOth of August, 1793, Lieutenant Sills of the Prince of Wales* or 
L^cester Fencibles, marched into Killala, with one serjeant, a corporal, and 
nineteen men, to the surprise of the inhabitants of that quiet and retired 
place,® as there had not been a soldier quartered there within the memo^ of 
the oldest inhabitant. Early on tho morning of the ^2nd, Lieutenant Sills 
was apprised b^ the corporal of the guard, thut*‘there were three frigates in 
sight. Having assured himself that the report was correct, he placed a corporal 
and b\K men on a hill within a m*de of the town, to watch the movements of 
the ships, and then dispatched a mounted yeoman to Ballina, to inform the 
commanding officer in that town of the suspicious appearance of the frigates. 
About noon, Captains Armstrong and Applewait of the 6th, or Carbineers, 
arrived at Killala, and rode within a mile of Kilcuming,* where the frigates 
had anchored. On their return they ordered tho guard, that had been sta- 
tioned on the hill, to return to the town, and all to remain at the guard-house, 
which was in the castle, the residence of the bishop, till further orders. 
About six o’clock an alarm was given that the French were marching*' into 
the town. The two cavalry officers were dining at the bishop’s, and Lieute- 
nant Sills at Dean Thompson’s. The latter immediately hastened to his 
men, who were stationed in the castle->ard, and met Captains Armstrong and 
Applewait in the act of mounting their hovses. They desired him to make 
the best defence he could, and they would bring him reinforcements as soon 
as possible ; they then rode off. Under the impression that troops would be 
immediately senPto his relief or support, he marched his men into the town, 
accompanied by ten dismounted yeomen, the bishop, and five clergymen, (on 
the 23rd there was tfi have been a visitation of the clergy of the diocese, and 
in consequence several clergymen were at the castle, on the 22nd.) On gain- 
ing the main street. Lieutenant vSills took the best position he could for 
defence at the head of a street the French had to come up. He did not wait 
long, the first division, of about fi\e hundred men, soon showed themselves, 
and advanced up the street, where they encountered this gallant little band, 
who stood ready to oppose them ; but on perceiving a large reinforcement 
of French advancing : he ordered ’a retreat to the bishop's house, in the hope 
of there making a better stand. The French pressed hard upon them, the 
ranks were broken, and the whole was thrown into confusion, so that only 
Lieutenant Sills, one corporal, and ten of his men, got inside the castle, with 
the bishop and some of the clergymen ; the others made their escape. Two 
of the yeomen weie shot ; one was the surgeon of the town, and Rev. Dr. 
Ellison, of Castlebar, wounded. The French had three men killed, one officer 
and six men wound^, the officer severely : he was on horseback, and en- 
gaged Lieutenant Sflls^personally. 

The French troops soon drew up in front of the castle, and demanded its 
instant surrender, threatening, in case of refusal, to force an entrance : farmer 
opposition was useless ; the gates yrere opened, and all made prisoners. 
Lieutei&nt Sills, one corporal, and ten of nis men, were sent at thi^ o'clock 
the following morning; on board the French frigates. « 

Should the above meet yoim approbation, the insertion will oblige, 

Sir, your obddient servant, 

A Constate Reader. 


* Kilcuming is situated abofit four miles north of Killala ; it was here the SVench 
actually did land, and not in Killala, as is generally believed, it being imposidble 
for a larger ship than a merchant«ve8Sel to cfoss the bar, which is two miles from 
the shore.** In Kilcuming they were able to send their boats from the frigatei, 
uniler shelter of the land, and faf from the obsentation of any but those inuoediately 
Jlillhe pliue, is the nearest town. 

4 I 
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FOREIGN MISCELLANY. 

MONTHLY RETROSPECT OF MEMORABILIA. 

Gunpowder first came into use in Christendom about *the middle of the 
fourteenth century ; and the oldest instance on record of the use of artillery 
in France occurred in the year 1338. Our own troops used cannon at 4he 
battle of Crccy, eight years afterwards ; and about the same time the Italians 
began to employ gunpowder. But the Arabians had long before been in the 
habit of turning this tremendous engine to account, for Al Makiti, the histo- 
rian, tells us that Hadshi Ali, when laying siege to Mecca in the year 680, 
set fire to a part of the sanctuary there by means of a species of bombs ; and 
Alamreb, the seer^etary of Malek al Saheli, the Egyptian emir, even before 
the middle of the thirteenth century, describes a certain missile in the follow- 
ing terms : “ Scorpions (a projectile), which are bound round and ignited 
yvith powdpr made of saltpelre^ whirl about and hiss; they afterwards burst 
and burn. The object which had been* discharged spread itself in the air 
like a cloud, made a frightful noise like thunder, and, vomiting fire, destroyed 
everything it met with, set them on fire, and laid them in itshes.” It is 
evident that the writer is not speaking merely of Greek fire in this passage, 
for this is called milph al barad m Atabic, i. e. saltpetre, or salt-stone, which 
the Arabians still make use of instead of gunpowder. Proofs of a still more 
decisive nature may be found in the Spanish Chronicles ; for instance, that 
of Alfonso VI., which was written by Pedro, Bishop of Leon, observes, in 
a narrative of a sea-fight in the eleventh century between the emirs of Seville 
and Tunis^ ** The vessels of the King of Tunis had on board a number of 
iron pipes, out of which volumes of thundering fire (truen(^ de fuego) were 
discharged.” A letter, also, from Alfonso VI. of Arragon, in which he 
advises the authorities of Alicant of the advance of th^ Moors, mentions, in 
the Arragonian dialect, that the King of Granada brings with him “ moltes 
pilotes defer per gitaries Uunys ah foch^' — a number of balls to be thrown 
to a distance by fire. The letter is dated in 1331. • 

FRANCE. 

INTREPIDITY OP THK EMPEROR ALEXANDER. 

Some very interesting light has lately been thrown on the occurrences of 
the campaigns in the years 1814 and 1816, by the “Reminiscences” of those 
years from the pen of Lieutenant-General Michalewsky Danilewsky, formerly 
one of the Emperor Alexander's adjutants. It is from this work that the 
following singular narrative is extracted. “I saw and observed the Ger- 
mans,” says the General, “during the days of their thraldom (1809 — 1811) ; 
but their spirit was never so completely cowed as is that if the French, who 
neither like to open their lips on politics, nor to read a newspaper. * * * When 
the Emperor Alexander was at St. Dizier^ he received adviges from Paris, 
which had been occupied by the Prussians and BnsllSh, urging his imme- 
diate appearance there in order to allay the fermentation which agitated the 
public mind. Now, St. Dizier is nearly one hundred and fifty miles from 
Paris ; our troops could not acco^pl^h the distancS under seven or eight 
days ; and although every moment was of importance, with a view t(f prevent 
the sanguinary,occurrences which might have arisen (pit of the feverish statb 
of the French capital, yet it seemed nothing better than the height of teme- 
rity to undertake so long *a journey as that, through difetricts whi^ were 
unoccupied by the allied forces. The ^mperor, however, made up his mind 
t(tit. His head-quarters continued to move with the army,^y the route of 
Sezan and Colonnier ; but he set off himself, iif company with the Emjmor 
Francis and the King of Prussia, taking the road thrdugh Chalons to Paris. 
The Austrian sovereign had Prinje Metterniph and Count Wrona with him ; 
the Prussian monarch, ihince Hardenberg ; and in the Em^rer ASexaiider's 
suite were Counts Nesselrode *and «Ca^ d'l^rias, Prince Wolkonsky, and 
myself. In all wd filled nine carriages, which Were ordered to keep together, 

Ut s/jouBN, No. 53; AfrxL; 1833, 2 m 
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At cver^ staple, as far as Meaux, there were fifty Cossacks posted, who were 
thrown ^“ward under Count Orlof Denissof as our escort : the Count rode 
by our skid* and, in spite of our rapid progress, never clianged his horse until 
we reached Chalons. A crowd of people collected round us at every stage 
on the road ; they Appeared to eye us without much concern, and at some 
places surrounded Alexanders carriage, crying out ‘Long live HenrylV. 1* 
or** else * the King of Romo,’ or ‘ Maria liouisa,* or ‘ I^wis,' just as the 
wiling took them ; nay, here and there wore heard cries of ‘ Napoleon I’ but 
the commonest greeting was ‘Long live Alexander!’ It was really sur- 
prising to witness the intrepidity with which the Emperor boro himself on 
this expeditionffor fivescore dashing Frenchmen would have had it in their 
power to have changed the whole aspect of things at a single blow. We 
made a ddtour through scarcely passable dells and hollows to avoid the for- 
tress of Vitry, which was garrisoned by several thousand troops, and had not 
struck its Hag. A mere handful of our dragoons were posted opposite to it, 
and the French could discover our vehicles frem the ramparts ; two of their 
columns wore even thrown forward, and T trembled for the consequences ; 
but in a short time they w'ere happily recalled. We arrived at Chalons in 
the evening, and lay there for the night. Multitudes crowded the streets, 
for the people were astonished to see us there, and could not make out, for 
the life ot them, how wo came to venture amongst them without bringing 
troops with us.” 

The Monitoiir contains, in twenty-one columns, a report from the Minister 
of War to the King, giving minute details of the sUte of every different 
branch of the French army from Septembef 15, 1831, to January 25, 1833; 
ite organization, its administration, with explanations as to the fjifforent ser- 
vices, its moycm^uits and present positions in the north, the south, and tho 
west, in Paris, iu Africa, and at Ancona 

The following particulars are condensed from this official paper:— “Tho 
effective force of tho army on Sept. 15, 1831, was 400,271 men and 36,951 
horses. Important modifications have been made ih the Eiat Major General 
since the ordoimanco of April 5, 1832. By admissions to the retired list, or 
by deaths, the Etat Major General is reduced to 49 Lieutenant-Generals, 
of whom 12 arc in active service and 37 in reserve, and 71 Major-Generals, 
of whom 43 are in active sen ice and 28 in reserve. For the numerous 
special commissions, which amoiqited to thirty, has been substituted a per- 
manent commission of infantry and cavalry, composed of 8 lacutenant-Genc- 
rals, 3 Major-Generals, and 1 Military Intondant. This commission, in 
conjunction with those of the engineer corps and the artillery, will suffice for 
all purposes. The Gendarmerie has been augmented by two provisional 
regiments. The 45 th and 51st regimenU of the line, and 16th light infantry, 
which were in the colonies, have been ordered back to France. One half of 
these corps have already returned, and the others are expected in the course 
of this year. The j^reif^a legion in Africa consists of 151 officers and 5000 
privates. There are ihiur German battalions, one Italian, one Spanish, and 
a company of 251 Poles, By an ordonnance of Juno 3, 1832, the infantry 
has been augmented by two battalions of African light infantry, formed of 
soldiery taken f Am the Cnmp(ig7iies \ie Uisciplincy and such as had, heen 
under correctional punishment. Two regiments of Horse Chasseurs have 
been formed at Algiefs and C^an, and a third is about to be’ raised at Bona. 
This cavalry, which has already rendered immrtant services, is composed of 
Frenchmen and A^irabs. ‘ The latter, on receiving a certain pay agreed upon, 
mount, equip, and provide for themtelves. They have, moreover, a reserj’e, 
called Chasseurs ^pahis, \t^ho can only he called out on extraordinary occa- 
sions. By all ordonpance of October 15, 1832, a special corps has been 
created, called |?orps de la remante generate, composed of 90 officers, 220 
non-wmpiisMoned officers, brifeadjers, tiumpetors, and farriers, and 900 
horsimieu. This corps has been divided fifteen depfits: it has been 
(^eatod with a view to put au'eud W th0 purchase of foteigu horses, aud tg 
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encourage the breed of them in France by purchasing French horfes. The 
creation of a direction of artillery at Algiers has increased the nuii/bcr of the 
artillery staff-officers by 37 ; their total number now is 333 : t^is number 
will probably be yet augmented by the establishment of a school at Vin- 
cennes, which was ordained on September 29 , 1832 . •The departmental 
companies of Veterans have been amalgamated, and reduced to thirty. The 
effective force of the army on January 1, 1833 , was 421,494 men and 824)57 
horses. Of this number, 280,000 men belong to tho infantry, 39,000 to the 
artillery, and 52,000 to the cavalry, but the latter has only 37,000 Tiorses, 
instead of 49 , 000 , which it should possess. Thus there were 12,000 horses 
lost in 1832 . Of tho 80,000 conscripts called into the service in 1831 , there 
were but 1,105 refractory men. The number of voluntary enlistments was 

12.000. Tho price of the ration of bread for 1833 is fixed at 17c. 35m., and 
of tho ration of forage at If. 28c. During the expedition to Algiers, the 
latter was at tho high rate of 3f. 42c. New military hospitals have been 
founded at Lyons, Valenciennes, V'^ersailles, Douay, Briangon, and Pont a, 
Mousson. Them were constructed in* the arsenals in 1832, 1,190 gun- 
carriages and field-waggons, 512 siege do., 674 fortress and coast do., 32 
mountain gun-carriages, and 400 mountain ammunition-waggons. The 
reserve of muskets necessary for the army and the National Guards must he 

2 . 000 . 000 . Half that number will be obtained in 1833 . There were manu- 
factured in 1832 , 191,000 muskets, musketoons, and extra bayonets. Since 
August 1 , 1830 , 417,189 muskets have been delivered by private manufac- 
tories. The htraigbt-bladcd sabre has been substituted for the sabre-briquet^ 
but the exchange cannot be cmnplctcly effected till the end of 1833 . The 
sabre -briquets will serve for arming the National Guards. Orders given for 
200,000 sabres of the new model ha\e led to an impnnemyit in French steel 
not before attained ; and the manu%ctories of the Saut du Sabo, department 
of the Tarn, may now rival any foreign manufactoj^y with regard to tho 
quality of its steel. Tho forges and founderies afforded, in 1832 , 144 pieces 
of heavy calibre, 284 field-pieces, and 9 , 800,000 kilogrammes of projectiles. 
Tho orders for 1833 are COO pieces, principally destined for the field-works 
of Paris a.nd Lyons. Tho price of gunpowder for the army in 1832 was 2f. 
18 c . a kilogramme (2lbs.) ; for 1833 it will bo ‘if. 24 c. The field-artillery 
ready to enter into lino consists of 834 pieces, divided into one hundred and 
thirty-nine batteries, seventeen of which are mountain. The National Guards 
have also 625 pieces of artillery. There are five equipages of besieging artil- 
lery of 100 pieces each: two only arc completely mounted. The five equi- 
pages of pontoons are entirely organized. Nothing is wanting for flio arma- 
ment of the fortresses on the coasts. The tow n of Algiers, in particular, has 
been put into a formidable state of defence. The National Guards have been 
furnished with 918,968 muskets and musketoons, and • 247,087 sabres and 
other swords. This expense, added to that of the artillery and ammunition, 
amounts to 35,000,000f. The engineer service has executed important works 
at Grenoble, Besangon, and Befort. The nature and extent of the fortifica^ 
tions of Paris not being fully decided upon, the credit granted for that pur 
pose has been employed upon the works at Lyons those executed at Paris 
are confined to p vast entrenched camp, established between St. penis and 
the Marne, and the defence of which is connected with the fortress of Vjin- 
cennes.” In* that part of the report which relate* to Ancona we find the 
following: — “The moment approaches wlien these troops may return to 
France:^ 


BELGIUM. 


HEBRKW MILITANTS. 

Among the 4,000 or 5,000 Dutch troops employe^ in the defence of the 
citadel of Antw'erp, were about 500 Jews; they were the of some of the 
most affluent citizens of Amsterdam, ailfl many of th^ werg volunteers, 
whose devotion to their couqjry had impelled them to encounter tlft hard- 
ships and perils of war. It shonld he observed, however, that in Holland 
the Jew enjoys the same civil righ^^ os the Christian, 2 m 2 ^ 
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V. 


HOLLAND. 

NAVY. 

On the « St of January last, the list of naval officers comprised 4 Vice- 
Admirals. 6 Rear-Admirals, 23 Captains, 32 Captain-Lieutenants, 243 Lieu- 
tenants (of whom rs of the first class), 103 Ensigns of the first class, 4 . 
Surgeons-general, 60 Surgeons, and 42 (Juarter-lVIasters. The* officers of 
Mqg'ines^ exclusive of the Rear-Admiral in command, were composed of 9 
Majors, 9 Captains, 21 Lieutenants, and 1 Captain Quarter-Master. The 
number of cadets in the academy at Medemblik amounts to 85. 

, PRUSSIA. * 

MUSCULAR OSSIFICATION. 


Dr. Hasse, a Prussian physician, has called public attention to a curious 
fact, which occurs in the pectoral region, as well as in the tendon of the 
deltoid muscle on the left side, with many of the conscripts in the Prussian 
army. It appears that tlie disease is of common occurrence in its ranks, and 
is there known by the name of the exercise btme:' In six hundred such 
conscripts, of whom one-half had been a twelvemonth, and the other six 
months under arms, Dr. H. found eighteen cases of this disease in various 
stages. Meii of weak and debilitated frames do not seem to be more subject 
to it than others. Some days subsequently to the roinmencement of miliVary 
exercise, those whose constitutions are predisposed to it discover a small red, 
painful tumour on that part of the left shoulder against which the imisket 
leans. If this tumour he neglected, the muscle becorpes charged with a 
number of hard and moveable ones, like glands, wliieh gvowrapidl} into large* 
masses, of a solid, cartilaginous consistency. After a lapse of six week'*, or 
even as few as four, from the first irruption of the disease, the whslc tumour 
becomes a solid, bony mass, according to the extent and size of which the 
motion of the arm is more or less irapc(h?d ; and it then becomes n^'cessary 
to make an incision cn the tumour. The bony pieces, which arc then ex- 
tracted, are from three to five inches in length, and, from one to two inches 
in width ; they sometimes weigh as much as an ounce, and their surface is 
irregular, with exhibition of several cores of ossification. The latter is fre- 
quently incomplete ; in one and the same case the eye detects the various 
transitions of the red, muscular fibre into a shining, tendinous body on one 
side, whilst on the other a cartilage is observed, which exhibits points or 
bony kernels of a regular, cellular structure at different points of their 
substance. 


BAVARIA. 


PRINCE WRUDK. 

The whole corps of officers of the Bavarian army have lately presented the 
veteran field-marshtl with a sword of honour,* on the blade of which is in- 
scribed, “ The officers of the Bavarian army to their leader. Field-marshal 
Prince von Wreiie.” The scabbard is of massive gold, beautifully enriched 
with trophies and arafibs^qUU work, chiselled in the gold itself. Upon its pre- 
sentation, the venerable warrior replied, with evident emotion, that, although 
the winter of life had already blanched his locks, he should draw the sword 
wth cheerful confidence 'in the host wbom^he had so often led to victory, 
on whatever occasion the cause of his king and country should requirahiin to 
wield it. 

'RUSSIA. 


ASTRONOMY. 

Professor Struve, of Dorpat, is en^hged in arranging the seiies of astro^ 
nomical observations made b> Russian officers and others during the cam- 
paign against ^urkey. * They afford a variety of interesting results with 
respect to Mount Ararat, Erzerum, Kars, and a number of spots along the 
Dapube aivl ^jiack Sea, as far as Adrianfiplc. The materials were very 
liberally placed at his disposal by the EtatMqjQr of his Imperial Mqjesty. 
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Memoin o/* Captain Sir William Hoste, Bart R,lf. ^c, 2 vols. Svo, 

The paying our tribute of esteem and respect to departed worth is al\^yg 
so grateful a duty, that we are little inclined to find fault with the 4)ridge 
that carries us towards that object. Yet we are somewhat taken aback by 
these volumes, — but though no author s name appears on jjie title-page, it 
is well-known that the widow of this lamented officer has produc>ed the 
work ; and even were the fact less loudly rumoured, there ,is internal evi- 
dence — in prodigal admiration and affectionate regard — wliich would have 
betrayed the secret. Honouring the motive, therefore, we cannot find it in 
our hearts to criticise the pages minutely — and will merely say, once for all, 
that so public a character, as Sir Willi^^m Hoste was, should have had a 
more strictly professional memoir ; and that his letters ought to have under- 
gone a judicious and copious weeding. The latter is a t>oint we would par- 
ticularly enforce, for, though the publishing of prhate correspondence is 
posiessed of some iieculiar advantages, it is at the same time liable to many 
and serious objections. They usually contain the unguarded and unpreme- 
ditated effusions of friendship, communicated under the implied condition, if 
not of absolute sccrcsy, yet at least of discretion ; and, in the printing of 
them, much uneasiness may be given to persons incidentally mentioned or 
alluded to. High literary povvers, or peculiar political advantages, occa- 
sionally confer sufRcient interest to keep such objections in the distance ; 
but we really think the public may dispense with a midiiupman's remem- 
brances to his relatives, and his ideas on affairs of which he can seldom know 
the cause or imagine the consequences. Rejoicing iwprosperity, lamenting 
crosses, and eulogizing kindnesses, were interesting topics to friends when 
written, but ha\ e little claim to public sympathy at the present moment. 

The ser\ ices of Sir William Hoste arc too recent n^ to be pretty generally 
known ; therefore, although, from our long personal acquaintamje with him, 
it is a theme on which we could dwell with pleasure, our notice shall he short. 
And, moreover, we fool aware, that every one interested in that excellent 
odiccr s career, and the incidents of his time, will not neglect reading the 
Memoirs before us. 

Young Hoste was descended from a Flemish family, which was driven 
from Wiilchercii during the persecution of the Protestants by the Duke of 
Alva, in 1569, and was the second son of the Rev. Dixon Hoste, rector of 
Godwic’k and Sitlershall, in Norfolk. He was born on t^ie 26th of August, 
1 780, and, at the request of the now venerable Mr. Coke, was taken into the 
Agamemnon by Lord Nelson, at the commencement of tlie Revolutionary 
War, in 1793. It was thus that he became connegted^ith the Great Sjilor, 
who soon found reason to grow attached to his proft^gc, since we find that he 
wrote to Iiis father, in the following year, in these terms : 

“ You oaiinot receive much more pleasure in reading this letter than I have in 
writing it, to say that your son is everything which his dearest friends^can wish 
him to he, and a strong proof that the greatest gallantry may lie under the most 
gentle behaviour. Two days i^go, it was necessary to take a small vessel from a 
number of people who had got on shore to prevent us ; she^was carried in high 
style, and your good son was by iny side.” ' • • 

• The Agamemnon, after playing a noble part at Bastia alld Calvi, joined 
Admiral Hothara, and soon fell in with the eiftmy's fleet. On the 13th of 
March, 1795, Nelson got near enough to engage tlib Ca Ira, of 84 guns ; 
this brought on a general action on the flpllowing morning, in which the 
French were defeated, with th^ loss of two fine line-of-ha4;tle*shifs, the 
Ca Ira and Censeur. In the'eutujnn pf the .same year, young Hoste gal- 
lantly cut out a Vbssel from her njoorings under the batteries of Alassio^ on 
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the coast Genoa; but, in bringing her out, he unluckily fell down a scuttle 
and broka^iis leg. This was very vexatious, as it deprived him of the com- 
mand of his prize ; nor did this accident come alone, for having followed his 
enterprising patron into II.M.S. Captain, a few months afterwards, he again 
broke his leg, and with a double fracture, which ever after gave him occa- 
siojial pain. These misfortunes, joined to a constitution naturally delicate, 
must have tended to curtail his years, besides which, a blow he received on 
the bfeast from a becf-cask, as it was being hoisted on board,— an accident 
omitted in his “ Memoirs, — gave him serious inconvenience. 

The youthful midshipman, after serving at tfie evacuation of Bastia, was 
in the memorable battle off Cape St. Vincent, and Nelson thus addressed 
the Rev. D. Hoste on the occasion : — “ You will he anxious to hear a line of 
your good and brave William after the sharp services of the Captain on the 
14th. I have hitherto said so much of my dear William, that I can only 
repeat, his gallantry nev cr can bo exceeded, and that each day rivets him 
stronger to my heart.” Who would not brave “ the battle fire, the wreck,” 
for such an eulogium as this? 

While his .patron was bombarding Cadiz, Ilosto ri'coivcd a wound in the 
right hand, and considerable fears were apprehended of the horrible tetanus 
ensuing, but happily he recovered, lie then accompanied his gallant (?om' 
inodore into the Theseus, and sailed on the luckless expedition to Teneriffe, 
where the vacancy made by the death of his fri(*n(l. Lieutenant Weathcrliead, 
gave him an acting commission ere he had passed. '* 

On returning to England, Nelson left Xnhtprotpgt' under tlie care of Capt. 
R. W. Miller, “ the only truly virtuous man he ever saw,” who conunantled 
the Theseus, and gave him so warm a recommendation to Tjjrd S*l. Vincent, 
the commander-ii^ chief off Cadiz, that his pnunotion was seeured. Early in 
1798 the Naval Hero again joined the fleet, and was detached with a squa- 
dron, in w’hich the Ihescus was included, into the Moclitcrranean. The 
result is universally known, and after “ the conquest rather than battle’^ of 
the Nile, as Nelson eiqpbatically termed it, he immediately promoted Ilosto 
to the command of the Mutine, the only small vessel attached to his squa- 
dron. This appointment being confirmed b) the Admiralty in' December 
following, he continued in her till the close cd* the war, and, among sevei*al 
other services, cut out an armed polacca from under Sorrento, and assisted in 
the capture of Civitil V’^ccchia, the (Capitulation of which included the surren- 
der of Rome alao ! On this occasion the castle was entrusted to the Mutine's 
marines, when the inhabitants thought of avenging their wrongs by mur- 
dering the French prisoners, who were to bo embarked the next morning : 
the adventure must be given in the young commander’s own words : 

“ On the I2th, we^botli dined ashore, and soon lifter dinner were alarmed by the 
firing of musketry, and tlie report that the inhid)itaiits had risen in the town with 
the intention of ^ittin^ their de.sign in execution. We instantly left the room, 
and nn to the place wlfei-jt^the moh were assembled. If you have ever been at the 
quelling of a riot in England, you may imagine a little the confusion aud discord 
that prevailed, but with us it was far worse. We were strangers to the language, 
and were afraid of t*ringiifg the mtlitai*y fpm .the castle, as in that case it would 
have l>een*left defenceless, and as it was the only place we could retire to in case of 
necessity. Thus situated, everything depended on a moment; the moh 'had pos- 
session of two field-]>ieceV loaded, with grape, they had surrounded the French 
general's house, and in another instant would have stormed it. 1 will now call 
your particular attention, to convince yon what idea the people of tliis co^intry 
entertaiil of an Ij^^giglishman. The Neap^itans had three hundred troops in tlv^ 
town, but from neglect of duty,^nd the want of confidence in them on the part of 
the mob, they were not qhle to quell the riot, and, believe me, only made things 
worse. The trotips had not courage to charge the mob, and the mob paid not 
the smallest attention to the troops, e We were^nly three Englishmen, and, on our 
appearance, applied to us to lead them against the Freiich ; but as our inten- 
tions were fat otherwise, we, par^y by ipenaces, rfhd partly by persuasion, got the 
two pieces of cannon, and kept them to}erably quiet. We now thought pro had 
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gain^ our cliief point, but the town was as yet far from being in a stile of tran- 
quillity. The French sent us word that, if they did not immediately see their 
general, they should attack the town. Their force, which was three^or four hiin- 
di’ed men, was fully adequate for their purpose ; and though it was contrary to 
every article of the treaty, we well knew that a Frenchman *s word of honour was 
of no avail when compared to the advantage tliat might be gained from a supe- 
riority of force. Ill this situation we waited ou the French general, and acquainted 
him with the intention of his troops, and the state of the mob ; that it wouU he 
dangerous to walk through the streets without a guard we well knew, and there- 
fore offered our services to escort him to the French bamicks, which he accepted, 
and we marched through tl^ midst of the mob with him, arm-iu-ann, until wo 
arrived at the troops. 1 confess, I expected a hall of some kind #r another through 
me, but luckily we arrived safe. He then harangued them, and desired all to repair 
to the barracks, which was immediately complied with ; and the other party, find- 
ing nothing was to be done, retired quietly to their respective homes. Thus 
finished quietly an evening which, in the beginning, had so contrary an appearance; 
and, I assure you, during the whole course of tlio service I have been in, 1 have 
never suffered more anxiety than in this hysiness.” 

Caplaiii llostc grew weary of his station after the departure of Nelson, 
hut could not prevail on Lord Keitli to send him home. “ The general 
way,” said lie, in a letter to his father, “of getting over diflieufties like these, 
is pretended sickness, and consequent discharge to sick quarters, but that is 
what I am determined never to practise ; and rather would I remain another 
ten years from England, than he guilty of such a step, which, believe me, is 
as foreign to my character, as it is from the true discipline of the service — 
a service, which he afterwaras^ays, “ 1 shall ever think myself the luckiest 
fellow in the world for having embraced, and which 1 am determined to stick 
to as as this frail body will hold together.’ 

Ou the 7 th of January, 1 802, Captain lloste received ys post rank, and in 
June commissioned the (ireyhouifd, at Malta, in which ship he returned to 
England in March, 1803, that is, Avithin ten years his having joined the 
Agamemnon a mere schoolboy, lie did not long indulge in the solace of 
domestic life, for in November, 1804, he was appointed to the Eurydice, and 
we soon find him writing the following characteristif anecdote from Gibral- 
tar : — A man of-war brig, about the size of the Mutine, which I fell in with 
a few days ago, has really taken so much specie, that the brig would not 
carry it, and it was obliged to be put on board the Hwiftsiire, 74, I think the 
weight was estimated at thirty tons of hanl Spanish doubloons and dollars. 
It is really a fact, and yet the man is not liappy or contented who has cer- 
tainly made an iinmeuse fortune ; and, what makes it more extraordinary, 
he had not sixpence of his own six wH*eks ago.” 

We cannot forbear also subjoining an extract from a letter, dated Port 
Praya : — • • 

“* A remarkable instance of a monkey’s sagacity and feelings happened to two of 
our officers shooting, and which has determined me never to shoot one as long as 
I live. Coming hoinj after a long fag, the purser aaw a^female monkey running 
along the rocks, and immediately fired. She fell witlf her young one in he*!- arms. 
On the purser coming up, she grasped the little one close to her breast, and with 
the other hand pointed to the wound which the ball had made, and which had 
entered abov^e tlie breast. Dippiiif^ he^ finger iii the blood* and thq^i ludding it 
up, shb seemjed to reproach him with being the cause of her death, and conse- 
quently that of the young one, to which she frequently pointed. 1 never felt so 
much as when I heard tha story ; and it servT»s to show how strongly the parental 
feelings are implanted by nature, even in the brute creatio*.”, ^ 

» On the 13th of October, 1805, Lord Nelson took the opportunity of ap- 
pointing his protege to a larger frigate, the ^mphion ; aRd under the idea 
thdt the combined fleets would not immediately^ venture from Cadiz, dis- 
patched him Jto Algiers with some presents for the Dcy. 0wUig to this, he 
was absent from tne proudest battle iif our naval annals, but one which 
robbed him of his beloved patron. Lord Collingwood endrtivotiredito soften 
this irreparabl<> loss by every atttmtisn in his power. He dispatched him to 
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reinforcetSir Sidney Smith on the coast of Calabria: and in 1807, when the 
Amphion's defects rendered it absolutely necessary that she should return to 
England ^^^bo docked, his Lordship made a request to the Admiralty that 
she should Tbe sent out to him again, with the same captain, — “ for/* said the 
veteran, “ he is active, vigilant, and knows the coast; and more depends upon 
the man than the snip/’ 

After undergoing a thorough refit, the Amphion returned to Lord Col- 
liiigwood ; and on the 12th of May. 1808. she attacked and drove on shore a 
large French frigate, which was flanked by three heavy b^itterics at Rosas. 
This exploit procured him a cruize in the Adriatic, where, early in 1809, he 
became the senv^r otHccr ; and his unremitting vigilance against the enemy's 
naval operations and trade were testified by numerous captures, many of 
which were taken under the most dashing circumstances, and led to the pro- 
motion of many of his lieutenants and midshipmen. 

Meantime a squadron of six frigates and smaller vessels, under the com- 
mand of M. Duhourdieu, one of the ablest naval officers of France, had for 
some time endeavoured to get the. supremacy ; and though he warily de- 
clined fighting, harassed the whole station by occasional coupS’de-main. 
But this was not to last. On the 13th of March, the French were discovered 
before dawn, close in with the isle of Lissa ; and though they cunsisted of 
six large frigates, a corvette, two schooners, a xebec, and a gunboat, they 
were immediately chased by Hoste, with only three frigates, one of which 
was large, and a 20-gun ship. At about six a.m. the enemy began to bear 
down in two divisions upon our squadron, which now jxoudly displayed its 
colours, and just before the opponents got .,witlnn gunshot, the Amphion 
telegraphed “ Remember Nelson.” Loud cheers responded to the talis- 
manic signal, and confidence and ardour compensated for the obvious dis- 
parity of force. Tl e English were now in a compact line, which the enemy 
tried to break, but, though almost aboard of it, was foiled in the attempt, and 
met so warm a reccpti(Ki that Duhourdieu was killed, and his ship driven on 
the rocks in the greatest possible confusion. The battle then raged with 
fury, under various beautiful manceuvres, for six hours, when it was ended 
^ the capture of the *Corona of 44 guns, and the Bellone of 36 ; the 
Favorite, of 44, was driven on shore, and there blown up ; and the Flora, of 
44 guns, after having struck her colours to the Amphion, basely stole off 
while that ship was closing the Bellone ; and it appears that she might 
have been sunk had her intentions been suspected. The corvette made all 
possible sail to the N.W., the two remaining frigates crowded sail for Xtesina, 
and the small craft tied in every direction ; nor had we a ship in a state to 
follow them. 

The comparative forces in this brilliant affair may be stated thus : — ^The 
British squadron in^,untcd 156 guns, and went into action with only 879 
men ; that of the enemy had 284 guns and 2655 men, including 500 troops. 
The slaughter in the French ships was prodigious, and ours was also severe, 
being 50 slain and 150kwounded, in which last was the heroic commodore: 
on being asked to go hMow for surgical assistance, — “ Never, but with 
death,*’ was the reply. It was very fairly remarked that such splendid 
success against suqJi numerical superiopty^ inculcated the enemy with tl^e 
old axiom Fas est ct ab Hoste docent' * 

Having escorted her prizes to Portsmouth, the Amphion was paid off on 
the 1 2th August, 1811, and he was decorated with a gold medal ; but appeared, 
and very justly, to fc^l that ho deserved a greater mark of distinction. 

In the fcllovving''Noveniber, Capt. H<^te was appointed to the Bacchante, , 
a fine new 38'gun frigate; and being requested to name any station he 
might choose to select, he preibrred his old field of laurels, and returned to 
the Adriatic. Tjie enemy's ships of war there now confined themselves 
entirely within their ports; thoc operation| of our hero were therefore 
directed ^o intercept the coasting trade and supplies which were necessarily 
canted to the numerous garrison^ along; Us shored. This led .to many of the 
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smartest bokt actions that occurred during the war, and the destfcction of 
great numbers of the enemy's convoys and armed flotilla. Inihe fall of 
1813, the line of conduct assumed by Austria threw the aff&.im of the 
Adriatic into another form. Our activo officer now assisted the Allies in 
their great movements, by acting along the coast in conjunction with their 
armies; and Karlopago, Fiume, Porto Re, Rovigno. Citta-Nova, J^sina, 
Cattoro, Spalatro, and Ragusa, bore testimony to his addre^^s and hpld 
originality in their capture. Even that extraordinary and intrepid race, the 
Montenegrinos, who themselves stormed places that were deemed almost 
impregnable, were struck with astonishment when they perceived that the 
English sailors had rowsed two 18-poundcrs and two 11-inclf mortars up the 
mountainous range of Teodo, which faces the castle of Cattaro, in defiance 
of rugged precipices, inclement gales, and drenching torrents of rain ; a feat 
which soon produced the surrender of the place. The spot was shown to us 
five years afterwards with as much admiration as if the affair had happened 
but the previous week, — and a laugh still existed at the incredulity of 
General Gauthier, the French governorr of the possibility of scaling such 
ravines. Indeed the lessons of Nelson at Bastia and Calx i seem to have been 
deeply engrafted into his pupil. 

These arduous and constant exertions, in a man of stronger mind than 
constitution, made serious havoc upon his health, and commenced his 
“ death-stroke." For in March, 18M, having garrisoned the town of Parga, 
he shortly after lost the use of his legs, and was obliged to quit the command 
of the Bacchante. The incident is so feelingly related by his late first 
lieutenant, S. T. Hood, that itsiength alone prevents our inserting it. 

Shortly ^fter his arrival in England, Capt. Iloste was created a baronet ; 
but it was a tardy acknowledgment of his services. He had already received 
the Austrian order of Maria Theresa; and in 1815 was nominated a Knight- 
Commander of the Bath, with an intimation that his jgold medal would be 
in consequence withdrawn. But he declined relinquishing what was the 
sole distinction of the conflict of Lissa, and the demand was not enforced. 

Sir William continued in delicate health, but rallied sufficiently to com- 
mand the Albion 74, stationed as a guardship at Portsmouth, and afterwards 
the Royal Sovereign yacht. It seems that he married twice. Ilis widow, to 
whom he was united the 17th April, 1817, was the third daughter of Horatio 
Earl of Orford, by whom he has left three sons and three daugliters. After 
a tedious and painful illnes.s, which he bore with resignation and religious 
confidence, he yielded his breath without a struggle on the 6th Dec. 1828, 
and his remains were deposited in the church of St. John's Wood. 

To the playful amiability of Sir William we can bear testimony ; and the 
volumes of Lady H. TIoste afford ample evidence of his affectionate regard 
for his parents, and all hrancHbs of his family ; nor can x^ do othenvibc than 
warmly admire the filial piety ahd noble generosity with which he devoted 
nearly the whole of that property which his oxvn hai-d services alone had 
procured to relieve the necessities of a parent, if s.^ public man, it may be 
remarked that he never planned any enterjn-ise without its being followed by 
success. “ In short," says the brave and accomplisjied Sir JahleelBrenton, 
“ vrere I called upon to name aify clvaractcr xvhose example the ^ynith now 
rising in the Navy should take for their model, I should unhesitatingly say 
Sir William’Hoste.” • 


Records of Travels in Turkey, Grkhck, By Adhlj;^us Slade, Esq. 

<* • • 

Mr. Slade, a Lieutenant in the Royal Naw. has produced, without any 
trace of pretension, one of the most sensible ana agreeable books of travel we 
have ever had the pleasure to penise. In the abundance Of similar publi 
cations, many of them relating lito the sjRne scenes, and most possessing 
merit in a greater or less degree, it argues no ordinary queftitSb inm. work 
to be fovourably distinguished. •Th® volumes of Mr, Slade undoubtedly 



538 


REVIEW* AND CRITICAL NOTICE* 


deserve fiiia distinction, both on the score of subjects and their treatment 
They are olike honourable to the writer and to the Naval Service, wUch now 
developos iCs duo share of literary as well as professional skill. 

In 1829, tho author, traxersiiif^ France, Italy, and the Greek Isles, reached 
Constantincmle at Fne commencement of tho second campaign between the 
Turks and Kussians. Entering at once in medias res^ this somewhat hack- 
niofj portion of the author’s travels is sketched with felicity, and is sprinkled 
with ji^dicious observations on the mongrel Greeks and their piratical war of 
liberation. Upon all occasions the comparisons drawn by the writer between 
these absurdly ndffed peo])le and the genuine Turk arc, upon the clearest 
grounds, eminently in favour of the latter, who wants but tho aid of educa- 
tion to qualify him for a high station among the races of man. As it is, the 
natural qualities of the Turk in some degree counteract the habitual iiifluenco 
of the system under which he vegetates. 

The author visits the Capitan Pasha and his fleet, anchored in the Bos- 
phorus off BujukderA, and draws a graphic picture of the flag-ship, tho 
Selimier, its chief and crew. 

Upon this occasion the British Lieutenant is invited hy the Capitan Pasha 
to accompany him in the cruise he is on the point of undertaking in tho 
Euxine, to manreuvre against tho Russian fleet. To dart hack to Per*' for 
neoessaries, and again “ row’ gallantly" up the Bosphorus in the same caique, 
“ outstripping the porpoises," w’as but the affair of a couple of hours : but, to our 
author’s dismay, the fleet had just cast and was standing out, making steady 
way. His adventurous pursuit in a frail caique through fholong swell of the 
Euxine, till by dint of an agro-dnlce sauce o(^ mingled threats and bribes ap- 
plied .to his boatmen, he was at length enabled to spring on boarfl the Seli- 
micr, which had Ijjin to, is described with inlinito animation. 

“ The Selimier steered like a cutter, and sailed like a frigate. ‘ What a 
beautithl ship ! ’ I (yiclaimed to his Excelleney, ‘ By God's grace,' he 
said, * she is.’ A poor compliment, I tlioughf, to the architect. * Who built 
her ? ’ I asked. ‘ Who knows?’ was the aiisv^er. ‘ liShe must do your Excel- 
lency honour,’ I continv^ed. * Please God,’ ho answered. Alas ! I thought, 
man gets little credit among these people, Allah takes all. I elic’ted, in five 
minutes' conversatfon, that it would not bo his fault if we met the enemy. 
He had left the Bosphorus in compliance with the Sultan’s orders ; but his 
private opinion, backed by his ofljcers, was, that it would be madness to 

Tl^ incidents of tho cruise arc skilfully related, and afford a character- 
istic and original view of an operation upon which much stress w’as laid at 
tho moment. The arrival off Constantinople of the Blonde, with the Eng- 
lish ambassador. Sir Robert, Gordon, and tho memorable f6tc which ensued — 
as well as the varicfiis political considerations ^nd local impressions resulting 
from this embassy — are severally and ably treated. The Russian campaigns 
are sketched in u suiqparj and perspicuous manner : the author's voyage in 
the Blonde to Sevastopol*- and his subsequent excursion through the theatre 
of war, passing by Aurianople to Schumla across the Balkan and back to 
Constantinople, adhering generally to the Russian line of operations, travers- 
ing their ^actual chntonraents, and paKakiLg their ha'^pitajity — arc detailed 
with freshness and force. His return to Genoa affords further room for the 
exercise of no oi*dinary powers of observation. 

Our very limited space prevents our bestowing at extended a notice on this 
clever pi'otluctioiv its utierits would justify and invite. Mr. Slade’s reflec- 
tions, \Vbethcr jn discussing the characteristics and policy of the several 
people he visited or ertcountORed, or the nature of the scenes he traversed — 
in describjng events which foil under hie own observation, or which he ga- 
thered from otlfer sources, as Well as in commenting upon the collateral topics 
incidental %his course of travel-^are marked by a just discrimination and 
good sfense. l*lie respective reforms hf Mahmond and Mehemct— the effects 
of forced civilization— the pretensioifij add res gestm of ^he Greeks— the 
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plagii6, Russians, or the ladies— are handled with equal success. ^Respect- 
uig the Russian invading army and its resources, we have mores espeoially 
valuable information from those volumes, wWch, on the 
whole, allowing for occasional lap^s of style— the probable result of haste— do 
great honour to the talents and judgment of their authdV, who, we observe, 
has been recently appointed to the Victory. 

Before concluding this notice, we will take the opportunity of rescuing Jdfr. 
Slade’s reputation from any trace of a stigma which conjecture, in pasting 
about for the real culprit, had been erroneously led, by the similar direction of 
his travels, to w^hisper in the profession as attaching to him— we allude to the 
authorship of “ Cavendish.” This being an imputation in ^hich, as applied 
to himself, no gentleman would be thought to aii([uiesce, we are hapiiy to be 
enabled to defend Mr. Slade from the degrading affiliation of that spurious 
production. 

Twenty-Fiv^e Years in Afte Riple Brigade. 

The Light Division has proved as prolific of print as of prowess ; the Rides 
contributing their full quota of both. If we enjoyed and commended the 
rac/ humour and soldierlike execution of Kincaid and Leach, we are no 
less moved to acknowledge the sober sense and graphic fidelity which distin- 
guish the posthumous contribution of the laic Quarter-Master Surtees, 
whose character aqd services, as portrayed in these unassuming pages and 
acknowledged by the tostiraony of his superiors, claim the full meed of our 
respect. • 

From tke station of a private soldier, Mr. Surtees had the merit of having 
raised himself through the intervening grailations to the rank of Quarter- 
Master. Though a non-combataut, ex-officio, he contRved, after a very 
prevalent;, fashion, both among the Lights and other ^Dhi-^ions of the army, 
to volunteer his person ^wherever, powder could be smelt. Ho consequently 
participated in most of the ac.tive scenes of the war, from the expedition to 
Holland in 1799, to the second occupation of Paris ; including the episodical 
brushes of Copenhagen, Now Orleans, &c. Ilis career, in point of diistribu- 
tion of service, nearly corresponds with the variegated “ Life ” of Colonel 
Leach. Wc need not recapitulate the busy and brilliant items. 

Under the more sober pen of Mr. Surtees, the inexhaustible subject of the 
Peninsular \\ar loses nothing of its interest. His descriptions, usually origi- 
nal, are conveyed in a style of veracious simplicity which at once guarantees 
and recommends them. His sentiments arc always >oinul, manly, and sol- 
dierlike, with a tinge of piety becoming those whose lot is cast by Hood and 
field. I'here is much novel anecdote and information dispersed through this 
volume. The Dutch business of 99, and Bavossa, ui^ fresh and faithful 
sketches. The author, indeed, writes much as the Dutch paint, but 
without their vulgarity. ^ • 

We heartily recommend this book to all ranks : itTs peculiarly suited both 
to instruct and amuse the intelligent amungst that class of ilio army from 
which the writer rose to rank and credit when living, and insured arcspcct for 
hik memory \vhon his mortal wafs w6re done, • ^ 

• ■ ■ ■ • 
Rroulations ybr the use 0/ Yeomanry Corps* Lieui^~CoL De Roos ^ 

This complete manual, 'comprising much more-thanstlig merely ^ecessaw 
instructions tor the guidance of Yiaimanry Cavalry, has heeu as ludi- 
ciouslv execute^ as it is seasonably presented to that loyal and enicient body. 
Theto arc indications at the present moment that the Yeomanry of these 
realms may at no distant period he called upon to co-operato with their com- 
rades of the Regular Service i* performing the home duties ; nor could a 
more uniform tmd effectual course of preparatory or gema^ trailing be 
adopted that*patriotic force tHhn may Iw practised in conformity with tho 
ejtc^ent compilation of ColonofPi Roos. 
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The \^comanry must at all times be guided by the existing regulations of 
the Cavaky ; these, however, may be rendered more applicable to the former 
body by celftain m(^itications, which, in the present instance, have been 
suitably accomplished, both with reference to the peculiar nature of the sei*- 
\ice, and the variods organization and degrees of discipline of the Yeomanry 
cores themselves. 

With this view, and embracing many other objects^ which will bo better 
learned from the explicit Preface of the author, Colonel De Roos has abridged 
and adapted the Regulations for the formation and movements of the 
Cavalry, as last corrected by the Board, and now definitively adopted by the 
military authorities. 

To these details, illustrated by numerous plates, are appended suggestions 
upon various points of discipline and economy, forms of Returns, Govern- 
ment Regulations specially addressed to the Yeomanry, offences and pe- 
nalties ; in short, every document with which it may be desirable that a 
Yeoman should be furnished. vSorpe valuable notes on the measures to bo 
pursued by Yeomanry, when called out in cases of riots or general disturb- 
ances, which formerly appeared in this Journal, arc also introduced in the 
appendix, by permission of their author. Sir Hussey Vivian. 

No Yeoman, whether officer or private, should be without this inanuafl of 
his duties. 


A/i Historical and Practical Treatise wpoy, Elemental Locomotion, 
hy means of Steam-Carriages on Common Roads. By Alex. Gordon, 
Civil Kjigineer. 1832, * 

The attention oft many able engineers has of lato been earnestly directed 
towards the improvement of loco-motive machines ; and, as the full accom- 
plishment of the several skilful projects now in hand must be felt tln'ough all 
departments of the state, we cannot but notice the pi’ogressive stages of its 
advance. It is, therefore, with great interest that we have perused the ideas 
of Mr„.Gordon upon the‘'subject of steam-conve>ance. 

We have already touched upon the advantages likely to accrue from tho 
substitution of an inanimate for an animate power; as to an increase of food, 
at p. 92 of Part II. 1832 ; and it is a point which Mr. Gordon very strenu- 
ously insists upon. In a great commercial country like this, extending its 
ramifications to every branch of natural and artificial produce, it will be seen 
that avast capital is sunk annually in the mere transport of marketable com- 
modities : any means, therefore, that will accelerate the conveyance, and at 
the same time reduce the expense of carriage, bears upon its surface a great 
public gain. Be:^id^ the difference to individuals of the community, it is 
reckoned that, in the various departments of ^ the revenue, the saving of ex- 
penditure, by the ^substitution of inanimate for animate power, will also be 
immepse. In the posfroffioc alone, for instance, it will amount to upwards of 
half a million. Whilst, from the cheapness of food which the substitution 
will produce, the Army and Navy Estimates are expected to bo essentially 
reduced. The author says, — , ^ 

“ If, instead of 20,000 horses, we keep 30,000 fat oxen, butchers* meat Will be 
always clieap to the operaty^e classes, whilst the quantity of tallow Vill of course 
make candies cheap : and so many hides lower the priep of leather, and of Shoes, 
and all ocher articles n^ade of leather. Or thy same quantity of land may then 
keep 30,001) cows, tffe milk of which will make both butter and cheese cheaper to„ 
the poor, as well as the labouring manumctiirer ; all which articles are very con- 
siderai)le, and of material moment in the prices of our manufacturers, as they, in a 
great measure, work their trade to rise and fall in price, according to the deepness 
of their materials *and the necessaries of life. The same may be said in favour of 
more sheep a^ woollen cloths,” * • 

Malllftis would smile at us for uttering a truism, in declaring that the 
quantity of commodities which the natibn Has hitherto enjoted, has always 
^ been proportioned to the national industry^ But our object is to assure him 
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that, from the prospective views of Mr. Gowlon, Colonel Torrens, anfl others, 
we have nothing to fear fVom the increase of population, which he is so terii- 
ned at, but to which, we understand, he is largely contributii^. Much, 
however, can be done, before horse-draught is annihilated; andT when the 
spouters of the Commons will allow time for business to Jbe attended to, wo 
trust some revision of the Corn Laws will be considered, both on account of 
the shipping interests and the community. It is true, that the advantage of 
the landholders ought to be largely considered ; yet their preponderant^n- 
lluence in‘ the legislature should not bo hostile to the benefit of everj^ other 
class of the people. But, Instead of healing the real evils of the state, wo 
expect our patriots will mefely lick the sores ; and. instead of sifting the 
impolitic restrictions and prohibitions which fetter the national subsistence, 
they will busy themselves in breaking a few petty clerks, and clipping a few 
petty pensions. 

In enforcing his arguments, Mr. Gordon produces a mass of very curious 
and entertaining matter upon horse-draught ; he also clearly demonstrates 
the political and social benefits which arise from the employment of the new 
and mighty agent ; and his descriptions are illustrated with lithographic 
plates of loco-motive engines, which are thereby rendered easy tp every capa- 
city. We tliereforc recommend the book to those otficers who arc “ scraping 
acqtiaintance " with the subject, and take our leave of the author, by sub- 
mitting a specimen of his style and reasoning : — 

“ Let us consider, also, how far humanity is outraged by the present system of 
quick travelling. The short average life of stage-coach horses (three years only I) 
shows how dreadfully ovor-wrougl*t aud oitt-wroughi they are by the great speed 
now in practice. Driven for eight or ten miles, with an oppressive weight, they 
tremble in Bvory nerve. \V’ith nostrils distended, and sides moving in breathless 
agony, tliey can scarce, when unyoked, crawl to the stable. ’TH true they are well 
fed ; the interest of their owners secures that. They are over-well fed, in order 
that a supe^'-natural energy may be exerted. The morrow i^mes when their galled 
withers are again to he wrung by th a ill-cushioned collar, and the lumbering of the 
wheels. But we do not witness all the misery of [the noble and generous steed. 
When the shades of night impend, the reproaches of the deling, or the expostula- 
tions of the timid, traveller, no longer protect him from the lash ;-and the dread of 
Mr. Martin's Act ceases to effect for a time its beneficent purpose ; when the stiff- 
ened joints — the cracked hoofs — the greasy legs — and stumbling gait of the worn- 
out animal, are all put into agonized motion by belabouring him upon the raw ! 
The expression is Hibernian, but the brutality is our own. A few-ill gained 
pounds reconcile the enormity to the owner — and the cheapness and expedition of 
the conveyance give it public sanction ; but humanity is outraged by the same: 
human sympathies are seared ; and the noble precept, that * the merciful man is 
merciful to his beast,* is trampled under foot. 

“ Thus, then, by substituting qjemeutary for physical power^ we have comfort for 
comparative inconvenience — the inside of an elegant apartment, where books, 
amusement, or general conversation may occupy agreeably the time, for the outside 
of a hard, unsafe stage conveyance, and exposure to^ all changes or varieties of 
atmosphere. Nay, we see no reason to prevent such igiprovement in stean^car- 
riages as shall fit "them up like steam-boats, the campaigning carriage of Napoleon, 
or the travelling long roach of the present Duke of Orleans, Avith beds and a fur- 
nished table. We have besides, safet)^ fur danger— acceleraied speed without 
inhumanity— gain •of time— of accommodation— of money — and, over and above 
all, AH a non-coueumer of food, we have by the substitution what will remove the 
host of Malthusian ills to a period of almost indefinite duration,’* 


Treatite on Steam Navigation. By Roherl 0/i^y, Lieut. R.N., com- 
manding his Mqjesty's Steam Vessel, Echo. Svo. n832. 

The introduction of steam-voisels, and \heir general adoi;|tiqB, have fol- 
lowed each other so rapidly, that the. superior despatch, regularity and stcurit> 
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of this nW mode of conveyance are decidedly acknowledged. In such a vast 
inno\ ation upon the former system of navigation, it is plain that there is 
much for t?'e officer to learn, and there are hut few teachers, — because, how- 
ever the stable engine of a factory may admit of easy management, there is 
an additional knowleflge required for the floating one. Wc are, therefore,, 
glad that Lieutenant Otway has presented the Service with this unassuming 
bu4 clever practical treatise, — because it is just tho one which was much 
wanted, — and its form and price are such as to place it in every one’s power. 
Called to the command of a steam -vessel, he dedicated his attention to the 
management of engines, boilers and furnaces ; and, steering clear of theo- 
retical disquisition, he clearly proves the truth of his title-page, by describing 
the various portions of the engine— tho nature and properties of steam - the 
manner of [its introduction into the cylinders- its condensation, and final 
discharge ; together with a general account of the operations of the engine- 
room. 

In enumerating the qualities which an officer ought to possess who would 
really command a steam-vessel, Lteutenant Otway smiles at those gentle- 
men who think of making themselves mechanics for the purpose, by an 
apprenticeship at a forge. “ I have been led to this remark,” says he, 
“ from ha\ing heard of officers who are actually at this moment wielding the 
sledge-hammer in certain factories of celebrity in the steam-engine depart- 
ment.” These remarks are particularly valuable in our approaching state 
towards a steam navy ; and we ha\e no doubt whatever that England will 
rise triumphant, as she always has done, in exemplif) mg the superiority of 
knowledge and tact to physical power. 

It is true, that numbers of our officers are apprehensive that France will 
be vastly beforehand with us in the equipment of steam war-ships ; hut there 
seems to be no S(fiid ground for the alarm. With our extensive moans and 
industry w'e can always build a dozen engines for every one that the French 
can put out of hand,-- for tho materials, the manufacture, the invention, arc 
substantially our o^n. Wc suppose the cfoakers were as much deceived as 
was the Fi*cnch legislative body by the absurd rant of General La marque, as 
spouted before the Chamber of Deputies in 1829. This gallant orator opened 
his speech by the ad\ice that, in the event of a war with England, the first 
object slnmld be to attack her commerce at all points : so thought N apo- 
leon - a greater man than Lamarque. If,” said tho General, the attack 
dire<*ted against commerce should not he sufficient, the enemy must then 
he grappled with hand to hand, and for this— steam will afford the means. ’ 
Ah, mon General ! but how would you teach French sailors to grapple hand 
to hand with those of England? ” Naval tactics,” he continued, “ would be 
rendered useless. It will set aside the advantage of a windward position, — 
of breaking the linh,— or doubling a line,— and of all those complicated evo- 
lutions, which, at Les Suintes, Aboukir, and Trafalgar, secured to our rivals 
triumphs which- our mariners might otherwise have wrested from them.” 
The? countrymen of fi*\j?idrque were much indebted to him for thus broadly 
acknowledging their naval inferiority; and it must have puzzled the Depu- 
ties to recollect when or where tho French seamen showed such inclination 
to onr fUtlassest boarding-pikes, or* othir “hand-to-hand” tricks. The 
peroration of the unhappy orator must bo given in order ‘to show what bad 
“got his steam up” /or the occasion: “Ah! had not he,** who from the 
heights of Boulogne so long tVireatenetl EnglancJ, rejected the offers made 
to him for four yeaRs by the American pulton, it would not have been as a 
captive* that be would have visited tbp banks of the Thames, Other desti- 
nies would then* have been reserved for the world; and had Providence, which 
has willed that France^sbould be free, brought back amongst us the ancient 
race of our khigs, they would not have returned with a foreign ohief, who, 
stripping our museums, viplating capitulations, trampling on our national 
pride, ^rovSd to us, as Closterseven proved to pur fathers, that the traditions 
xA thinic faith had survived CarthagfL' 
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We must conclude our notice of Lieutenant Otway's essay, by suBmitting 
his novel and interesting fiiots upon the boilers of steam-vessels : — 

“ The greatest attention is impei-atively necessary relative to thcboil^. Whilst 
at sea they leqnire to be blown off at regular intervals, in order to prevent any 
accumulation of salt or other sediment. That is to say, w^ere there are three 
boilers, for instance, one of them has to undergo this process within two hours ; 
then another; and the third within the sixth hour. The engine-room is attended 
by six men, in addition to the engineers and their apprentices; four as stokers, fftul 
two as coal-trimmers : the four stokers relieve each other in succession at t^o end 
of every two hours, making two hours on and six houis off duty; the coal-tiimmers 
are at watch and watch lor four hours each. During the watch of each successive 
relief this operation is performed, and one of the fires raked offt, and the bars 
cleared of clinkers, &,c. The ‘ blowing off,’ which is a matter of the greatest 
moment, is thus done : before opening the cocks of the blow-pipes, care must ho 
taken that the ‘ feed ’ (the water destined to supply the place of that blown off) is 
pn the boiler ♦, and not only continued during the whole operation, hut sufficiently 
long after the operation is completed to ensure the water in the boiler again attain- 
ing its proper heiglit : tliat is, midway between the two gauge-cocks(but previous to 
blowing off the water should he run up as high as the upper gauge cock). By taking 
this precaution, a sufficiency of cold water will be supplied to allay the ebullition 
caused whilst in a boiling state, and enable the engineer to asceitain !he true gauge 
of water. The valves of the blow-pipes are opened at the same time, when the 
steam within the boiler, by its pressure on the surface of the water, forces it from 
thence into the blow-pipes, and through the ship’s bottom, carrying with it the 
sediment of the salt, Ac., which the water, on being converted into steam, leaves 
behind, and is precipitated to the bottom. But, in the perloimance of this duty, 
the nicest care is requisite; and ifot more than six or eight inches depth of water 
should be suffered to escape, as the fire-flues, which lead through the centre of the 
boiler, and^surroiinded with water, might be left bare, in which case they would 
inevitably sustain damage of the most serious nature, from su*h exposure to the 
joint effects of fire-heat acting on the underside, and the pressure of steam on the 
upper. Suili an exposure, if but for a few moments only, would effectually destroy 
the fines, and probaldy hurst the boilers. 

“ The object, likewise, of ‘ blowing off’ is to free the boilers from the sediment 
whicli is constantly forming, and which, lodging on therfic-flues and the bottom 
of the hoik*s, would, if suffered to accumulate, not only con ode the iron, hut like- 
wise liave a tendency to form itself into a succession of thick layers of a very cal- 
careous substance, which would prevent the heat of the fire fiom penetrating with 
sufficient force to keep the steam up : an increased consumption of coal would then 
follow, with a view to effectuate the latter. * Hence, a neglect of tliis highly impor- 
tant operation would lead to tlie progressive destruction of the hoileis, and to a 
wasteful expenditure of fuel at the same time. 

“ Where steam of a very superior elastic lorce is used, this accumulation is not so 
likely to take place, as under the influence of low-pressure steam ; because there is not 
the same prohabihly of the steaiji going down so low, as, by tjje iwliimsion of atmo- 
Bpheiic air, to generate salt f. But independent of the ahoi e attention to the prac- 
tice of clearing the hoileis wliilst tlie vessel is performing her voyage, as soon after 
her arrival in port as the diminished heat of the lioilers will aAnit of it, tlie sub- 
engineer should himself go into each of them in rotatioi^^ examine most miirtitely, 
and see that every particle of this or any other sediment is carefully removed. The 
boilers cannot be kept too clean, w hether inside or outside. , 

‘‘ That some of my hrother-offic€r.s, ia command of steam-wessela, may possibly 
have fallen under censure for a supposed neglect of this indispensable Buty, I can 
readily imagine ; hut, that such an imputation has not been merited, 1 feel assured ; 
especially those who have had the conveyance af the mails to and from the Medi- 

* This should never he altogethei^off, but a constant uiuftriff supply, fn propor- 
tion to the evaporation, kept up, by reflating the valves of tfee feed-pife accord- 
ingly. •• 

f “ Dr. Ure, in his experiments for the discovery ^ the principles on which 
depend the formation of saline matter into crystalline masses, fBnnd that crystal- 
lization is effected by ‘ agitation % solely, and not by the chemic^ nor by the 
mechanical effect of the surroiyiding air; and, certainly, the salts «ich •regene- 
rated in the boilers would seem to corroborate tltis opinion." 
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terraneaU ; and on them particularly would sucli Imputation be most likely to fall, 
from the circumstance that, in a jrreater or less^ degree, an^ accumulation of the 
destructivt sediment is always found in the boilers on their return to England. 
But, from itiy own personal experience, I well know that steam-vessels so employed 
have too little time allowed tliein in the various ports they touch at, to admit of the. 
proper examination bf the engines, and the cleaning of tne boilers; or for the dis- 
covery and repair of any hidden defect which may have arisen on the passage.” 


Mechanical Improvements connected witn the Royal Navy. By 
Jos^h Bothwaij, B.N. Third Edition. %vo. 1833. 

In our Journal, Part I. for 1831, we noticed Mr. Botliway's ingenuity and 
success in having obtained two Vulcan medals and the large silver one from 
the Royal Society of Arts, in the years 1821, 1826, and 1820, for an easy bed 
to remove the sick and wounded in, - for an improved cat-block, — and for a 
method of securing a man-of-war s lower yards. In the present little volume, 
or rather brochure^ the author, who is a gunyicr in the Royal Navy, has 
enumerated the various ideas which have struck him as to mechanical im- 
provements in naval gear, from the year 1814 to 1830 ; and he has accom- 
panied his descriptions with explanatory drawings. A perusal of these 
pages proves that Mr. Bothway to an observant spirit has added very con- 
siderable talent, — which is further shown, from many of his suggestions 
having already been adopted with advantage to the service ; and others are 
under experiment. By the list of subscribers we are glad to observe that he 
will not experience pecuniary loss by his pnnting ; though he seems to have 
gained but little in that way by his inventions, for, from public motives, he 
has neglected to dvail himself of secrecy^'or patents. In justice lo his exer- 
tions, we will subjoin list of his proposals : — 

1. A Method for destroying Powder in the Snip's Magazine, in the event of Fire. 

2. A Cartridge for Great Guns. 

3. To facilitate the IV&rking of Carronades. 

4. Machine for setting up a Ship's Lower-rigging. 

6. A Cover fur a Musket-lock. 

6. An Anchor fitted with Span-shackles. 

7. Metal Cat, and General Purpose ^Blocks. 

8. A Machine for training Young Seamen to the use of the Lead while the Ship 
Is stationary. 

9. A Vent-stopper for Great Gnn.s. 

10. A New Method for slinging the Lower Yards, and also with Portable Metal 
Gear Blocks. 

11. A Signal llaulyurd-block, with Swivel. 

12. Sheave working in the Mast on a Pivot, for Top and Top-gallant Haulyards 
or Ties. 

13. To prevent the Ho^^iuUof the Top-gallaut-mast being injured, 

14. ^Metal Gun-tackle bliSiSka. 

15. Hauling up Lower-deck Ports. 

18. New^lethod for Top and Top-galUnt'sheet Blocks. 

17. TwOjMachine.^ for tlie use of the RoJ-al iNaval Hospitals. ‘ 

18- A Machine to facilitate the lifting of Carcases in the Slaughter-houses of thet 
Victualling Department. « 

0 

Of these, the one^jevhich more immcdi^ely connected Mr. Bothway with 
the Service, as an improver, is the c£^-block, which, by acting fairer to itc 
work, in keepinp^the fall from bearing against Uie shell, causes a consider- 
able reduction of men in catting tlie anchor, and must ultimately prove a 
great saving ofjrope. ^ 
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- Portsmouth, March 20, 1833, 

Mr. Editor, —My diary this time commences on the 23 d February. 

Feb. 23.^ His Majesty's ship Hyacinth, of 18 guns, was this day com]|ps- 
sioned by Commander F. P. Blackwoo<l, who succeeded in getting all her seamen 
on board the same day,-— an went which I apprehend has rarely, if evtr oc- 
curred before : the fact is, tlyrough the praiseworthy and kind aid of a naval 
friend of Captain Blackwood’s, the seamen had been selectelt for some days, 
were held in constant readiness, and as soon as the pendant was up, were 
shipped. The Hyacinth is fitting in the harbour, for the East Indies. 

The amateur performance of the Militaiy officers of the garrison, at Ports- 
mouth theatre, was most admirably got up. The house was crowded to an 
overilow, and through the polite attentions of the officers every one was 
accommodated and appeared gratified: af the particular request of numerous 
indindnals, the gentlemen were induced to repeat their performance on the 
14th March, on which evening the comedy of * The Rivals,’ a«d the farce 
of the ‘ Merry Monarch,’ were represented with equal success, and witnessed 
with the same delight. The Committee who undertook the management 
of the business, have generously appropriated tho overplus of the expenses 
to charitable purposes, and their worthy Treasurer (Dr. Mahony, of the Fusi- 
liers) sent 10/. the morning after the first performance, towards the relief 
of’ tho widows and children of th* four men who were unfortunately drowned 
at Haslar-forry. 

Tn conseTiucnco of the accident, a public meeting was convened at Gosport, 
and most numerously and respectably attended by the iufiabitants, to take 
measures for considering the pro])ricty of erecting a bridge across Haslar- 
lake. Re^olntions were proposed and agreed to:— fitst, representing tho 
necessity of tho bridge ; second, tb request tho Lords Commissioueis of the 
Atlmiralty woiibl order one to bo erected at tho pubUe expense, but if that 
Board should not consider themselves justified in putting the country to tlm 
charge, subscriptions to he entered into by tho inhabitants of Gosport and 
tlio neighbouring towns to do it themselves, the recent loss of life having 
shown the absolute necessity of a bridge. A second meeting took place on 
the 1st March, when the addresses whiclt had been prepared to tho Govem- 
nient wore submitted by William Grant, Esq. and recommended to be sub- 
scribed to by the residents and those interested in getting tho bridge erected. 

To the surprise of almost every inhabitant of Portsmouth, the house and 
premises in High-street, which for many years has been tho resilience of tho 
Port-Adrairah wore advertised to be soltl by public auetiou on tho 151h 
March in detached lots ; it was. afteiwards postponed to tho 29th March ; 
but whether Government will then allow thc<c capital prcigisfis to be taken 
out of their hands for the sake of realizing a few limiKand pounds will then 
be known. I should hope the mansion and offices will yet be appropriated 
to the Lieutenant-Governor of the garrison, and his house sold, if jnoney is 
the object to be attained. # . * • 

A schponer called the ‘ James,’ bound to St. Michael’s, parted Trom her 
best bower^ndtor at Spithead in a gale of wind whjch we had on the 15th 
February. On giving her chain upon tho second anchor, that parted also, at 
about three fathoms fi-om *tho ring^ Tho schooner the^ drove tow^s the 
edge of the Horse shoal. The poop^ on board, not imagining ^e had 
parted from her anchors, but thinking she was driving, veftrod away to the 
extent of seventy fathoms of chain cable, which^uckily brought her up. To 
the astonishment of tho master, the schooner’s andhors wcie next day got 
up nearly a mile from the spot wh^re she had I’een moored, having drifted that 
fhfetance in tho gale. This occunrenco has occasioned some sui^se 4 ^mong 
naval people here. . « , i 

Her, Majesty’s birth-day this year occurring on Sunday, the 24ta 
U. S. JovHN. No. 53, Apiiil, 1833; • 
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February, the <5uafomary demonstrations of respect frera the Government 
authorities)^ were postponed to the next day, When the troops of the garrison 
were assembled on the lines and fired. - His Majesty^s ships Victory and 
Excellent saluted, at one o'clock, and 'the Royal Standard was hoisted the 
whole of the day at the Dockyard,, Gun-wharf, Haslai^hospital, and Royal 
Clatence Victualling-wharf. ^ 

^JPefaruary 27.— The Serpent, (16,) Capt. Symonds, was taken into harbour 
in eohsequenre of her bowsprit being sprung; it was replaced, and she sailed 
on the 2d March to the westward, without anchoring at Spithead. 

On looking e^ er the Na\al estimates for 183il-4, it appears the Admiralty 
have granted the sura of 2()00i. to Mr. T. T. Qrant, for the invention and 
the superintendence of the construction of the great improvements relative 
to the bakery, which have taken place in the Victualling-yard at Gosport ; 
this sum is very properly bcstow'ed, as all parties, after lookins through that 
building, and the way the biscuit* baking is now managed, must admit 
that Mr. Grant richly merits the* reward. Thousands of pounds will be 
saved in the course of a few years, and what perhaps is more valuable in 
war, time apd cxjiedition in getting biscuit baked and sent to the fleet at 
Spithead, as w'cll as having largo quantities always in store for other ports. 
Vour readers may probably recollect the admirable description of that 'esta- 
blishment which appeared in the United Service Journal last year — to those 
who have nut read if, 1 recommend a perusal, as the account is correct in 
every particular. 

There is also in the Naval estimates a charge of 900/. for preparing a 
museum and library at the Na\al Hospital at Plymouth, similar to the one 
at Haslar-hospital, and an annual allowance of 100/. to each fot' providing 
books, specimensi &c. It is to be hoped the Admiralty will grant them an 
assortment of books of general literature, instead of confining them prin- 
cipally to Medical and Philosophical w'orks ; then the 100/. a yea” will keep 
up the stock and pay for binding, repairs, &c. As the Library and Museum 
have been generously opened by the Admiralty Board to convalescent otflcers, 
a variety of books caifefully selected would without question be a desidera- 
tum most bcnehcial to all parties. Unless some donation of diis sort is 
made, 100/. per annum will go but a little way either in furnishing new 
works or specimens. 

March 2. — His Majesty's ship VTarspite, Captain Charles Talbot, with the 
flag of Rear-Admiral Sir Thomas Baker, K.C.B. arrived this day from Rio. 
She Icfl on the 13th January, and had a run home of only 48 days. Tho 
British squadron on the South American station were disposed of as follows : 
the Algerine, Honourable Capt. Dc Roos, reHlting at Rio with all speed to 
take despatches tq Rear-Admiral Warren at. St. Helena. The Tyne, Capt. 
Hope, and Clio, Commander Onslow, wei;ie on their way to the F^kland 
Islands to take possession on behalf of the English Government : a dispute 
relative to the right ofL4lie«e islands had occurred between the Government of 
the United States and lhat of Buenos Ayres, and to settle the matter, two 
British mon-of-war had been ordered to prweed and occupy in consequence 
of a prior claim. The* Dublin, (Capt. L^rd J. Townsend, the senior oflicer 
until Sif M. Seymour gets out,) Rattlesnake, and Samarong, wer^ in the 
Pacific Ocean, and th^ Pylades in the River Plate. The vamarang and 
Cliallenger arc ordered^home, acid may shortly be eimected. A. Aston, Esq. 
late Chargd d*A|ray;es at the Bra^iU ; his secretary, Mr. Scott; Mr. Pennell, 
late Vipe-consul, and Mr. Dewal, a merenant, came home in the Warspite. 

Rear-^ Admired Sir Thomas Baker Itruck his flag on the 3d March, add 
ou the 15th was invested os^i Knight Commander of the Bath by his Ma- 
jesty at St. Javies's. ® ^ 

Capioin Talbot brought home ^bout 480,000 dollars on merohants' account, 

J "he Var8|Mke«clid not get into harbour ^ntil the 11th Mandt. $he was 
etained at Spithead six day; in cb^seqvence of foul windsi ai^ there not 

being aKing^i 8teQm**ve80el in the lo tow her in ; oa ^ 8 th |{a)^h fthe 
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made an attempt, but did not succeed. It is to be hoped the Admiralty wiU now 
see the necessity of always having a steam- vessel adapted txr 4ow fehiba in 
and out of harbour, stationed at Portsmouth : in the instance*o^ the War- 
spite, si5C or seven days’ pay and victualling of her crew would have been 
saved to the public. She is stripping preparatory to being paid off and laid 
up in ordinary.^ , ^ 

The Flamer Steamer, commanded hy Lieutenant Bastard, R.N. caiaelJp 
on the 2d March, embarkecl Major Elliot, Capt. Hawley, and Li^t. Fore- 
man, of the Slst Hegiment, for conveyance to the head-quarters at Corni, and 
went away on Sunday the 3d, to Valmouth* to take t^e Mediterranean 
mail of Wednesday, the ^th March: throe other officers of the Slat Regi- 
ment, viz. Ensigns Leigh, Holden, and Hopwood, went overland. 

Groat activity prevails in the Dockyard among the ship-buiiaing depart- 
ment in getting ready for service the Ganges, Edinburgh, Bellerophon, vin- 
dictive, President, and Galatea ; some of them are quite prepared, and will 
be in a fit state to receive their crews ki a very short period. The Vol^ge is 

also nearly ready. ^ i 4. • 

March 8. — His Majesty's ship Conway has detained and this day sent in 
a fine largo Dutch East India ship, principally laden with te&. Tins frigate 
has been particularly active in detaining ships ; and should a war take place 
after all said and done, and the vessels be made droits of Admiralty, a pretty 
considerable proportion will no doubt bo awarded to the officers and <^ow. 
Tho seamen of the Dutch ships are quitting them very fast, whether trom 
fear of being eventually made pnsoners, or from not ucceiving pay veg 
larly, I cannot say : but they have discovered they can get back to Hollana 
by onlefing on board American, Danish, or Swe^sh vessels which con- 
stantly trade from England to the Dutch ports. On^ho 11th March, 
Conway came into the harbour ’to refit, and is expected to rejoin Pir I • 

**Tho Admiralty purpose doii»g away with the Sumaphoro at LumpVfort, 
which is situated on Southsca-beach, and substituting one on the^ggm^ ou«e 
of the Dockyard, to be handy to the Commandei«m-chief s office. Un tho 
14fli March the lieutenant who is stationed at the Admiralty semaphore in 
London came down to make arrangements about the erection. I trust ix 
will not be the means of abolishing the one o clock signal 
from the tower on the Rigging- bowse ; a description of which 1 senU 

^*Tlu) depots of the Fusiliers, 12th, Slit, 84th, and 86th Regiments, ore still 
here. Tlie Marquis of Huntley transport is expected, to convey a detach- 
ment of the last-named to Plymouth, , „ « q ,mder the 

The Bvstem of nractical .gunnery on board H.M. S. Excellent, under the 
direction and sup^ntendonep of Captain Hastings, continues to improve and 
SHaT rbclievo theWalty, with most primevorthy consMer^ 
toXrcct all officers’ plans for improving gims mid 

to be tried, if anything novel or heiieBcial is hkwlj- to a^rue from tho^ojH 
tion. and providol the Expense is not considerable, and 

are now, or have been, How^Sl^^^ 

•Afhnipsil Sir T Hardv. General Miller, Maior-Gcneral Ho%am ^ugias, 

w: "SVf c.pw.» 


wifi appeaf hereafter. 


A f) 
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occasional changes take place. From this statement, which I believe to he 
authentic, jrou will perceive no pains ‘are spared to render this branch of ser- 
vice perfect/as far as variety of guns and gun-caiTiages are requisite ; and 
also that the different gunners and first-class petty officers may see the 
various plans and infentions, and know how to apply and use diem when they 
embark in sea-going ships. Twice a week the Lieutenants, Midshipmen, 
and 4&art of the crew of the Excellent, with a largo proportion of warranted 
gunnery from the ships in ordinary, attend at the Fire-barn, on Southsea- 
common, to see the general process of filling shells, CEurtridges, rockets, and 
in fact every sort of laboratory work, and have matters explained by Captain 
Stevens, of the Iloyal Marine Artillery ; and if onp may judge from the in- 
terest excited on all hands to attain the knowledge so promulgated, a race of 
experienced gunners and gunners’ crews will very shortly be lit for introduction 
into his Majesty's naval service. 

The actual firing from the Excellent, at the different targets placed on the 
mud north of the Dockyard, must in^ great measure depend on the state of 
the tide, but no opportunity is ever lost of doing so. 

I conclude one specific system of gun-practice, and also one sort of gun 
and carriage, will eventually be adopted in the service, for how'ever good it 
may he to try all inventions, the final adoption of them is a very clifier6nt 
affair ; and if half a dozen descriptions of guns and carriages arc used in the 
Navy, it will he likely to puzzle some of the bluejackets, who, good honest 
souls I arc special hands at working when they know wlia<. the object is, but 
apt to he bothered by ngw-faugled machines. 

At the March monthly examination for lieutenants, the following officers 
were found qualified in Navigation, &c. ^ 


II. M. S. Warspitc. 


I H. M. S. Castor. 

II. M. S. Talavora. 

H.M. steam-ship Rhadamanthus. 

H. M. C. Viper. 

J Midshipmen — no ship. 

A new code of Naval Regulations and Instructions has within these few 
days been issued to his Majesty’s ships ; but 1 have not had an opportunity 
to peruse them with s^flicient attention to point (ftit the parts in which they 
differ from the old orders. *• p. 

P. S. — Accounts have been received of the safe arrival of Sir Frederick 
Adam jjnd suite at Madrae. cm the 27th of October, in the Lady Flora, Cap- 
tain Ford, having taken Her departure from this port last July. The pas- 
sengers were so pleased with Captain Ford's conduct that they voted him 
a piece of plate, valuQ, 1 20 guineas. She spote) H. M S. Magidenne, Captain 
Plumridge, 6ff Ceylon. “ all well,” on her way to Madras. There hasdioen 
some -disturbance at Malacca, where the Magidenne had been 'blockading 
the river ; but all was quiet when nhe MagicTenne sailed. The disturbance 
arose from some of tip* native chiefs refusi^ig to pay their tribute : 5000 
troops had Seen senf to quell it. 


ur. jonn jcooi^jf^viare « • . . 

„ Charles Hougham Balror, Mato 
„ John Tyssen, Act’ng Lieutenant 
)) William ITeiiry Bridge, Mato • 
„ .Tohn Ramsay, Mato 
„ John Ross Ward, Mate . . , 

„ Charles Bullen, Mato • • • 

„ B, C. Whyte, Midshipman . 

„ Herbert Lloyd Griffiths • 

„ Tliomas Heard, Mate 
,, John Henry Cratig, Mate . .* 

„ Robert Seppings Moore • 
yy Walter Qrossett Everest . . 
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Devonport, 20th March, 1833. 

Mr. Editor, — As your time for publication draws nigh, I must inform 
you that on the 21st ult. the day after I last addressed you, S. Rover 
sailed again for the Mediterranean ; and on the 25th, the Spartiato, with Sir 
M. Seymour 8 Hag, also left us.-^On Thursday, the 2811;, the Rhadamanthus 
steamer returned from Scilly with the Forester in tow, which latter vessel, 
when taken into dock, was found to have knocked off her keel from stem to 
stem-post, and to have injured some planks and timbers in her biIgc.~On 
IMesday, the 1st of March, the Maitland transport arrived from Lisbon ; and 
Lieutenant Sanders, the agent on board her, was ordered to join the Marquis 
of Huntley at Deptford. The Maitland takes proNisions^from hence and 
Portsmouth to Deptford, preparatory to her being discharged from the ser- 
vice.— The Deo, Salamander, and rlamer steam-ships, arrived on the 4th, 
The Griffon sailed on the 5th. The Serpent arrived on the 10th. The 
Coinus sailed on the 12th, and the Serpent on the 13th. 

An interesting experiment was put in practice in this dockyard a short 
time since, to prove the fallacy of th(> novel doctrine that a floating body 
conically shaped may be more easily immersed in water with the apex up- 
ward, than if it wore reversed. A new buoy, accurately shaned, and ndiich 
your naval readers know is formed like two hollow cones united at their base, 
waS carefully marked round the centre, and loaded with iron until it sunk to 
the middle ; it was then taken up and weighed against as much more iron 
as would exactly balance it, and on being put again into the water it appeared 
that the whole of the iron weighed against it was required to immerse the other 
half of the buoy, which Ihcn Ij^ated with its top just under the water's edge ; 
thus proving that precisely the same weight was necessary to immerse the 
upper half of the buoy or cone with its apex uppermost as that required to sink 
the lower half or cone in the inverted iK>hition. Alpha. 


• Milford Haven, 17th March, 1833. 

The great gale at N. W., which occurred on the 20th of last month, has 
given a lamentable interest to this part of the kingdoTn. Our shores have been 
strewed with wrecks from St. David’s Head to Lundy Island. The storm was 
more terrific than any gale in the memory * of our oldest seamen. It came 
on by a sudden shift of wind at about 3 a.m., and blew instantly a fiirit)us 
hurricane, driving on shore and upsetting coasting vessels, dismasting huge 
ships, unroofing houses, tearing up mighty oaks, whirling the waves like a 
boiling cauldron, and spreading ravage in all directions. A noble East 
Indiaman and some other vessels were shivered to splintci-s u])on the rocky 
coast near Fishguard and Ramsey Sound : every soul perished ! A Sicilian 
brig, homeward bound, which had quitted Milford the d^' before, in attempt- 
ing to return, was driven on shore within the harbour ; yet, such was ttie 
fury of the tempest, in an instant she overset, the heel of the mainmast burst 
through the bottom, and her young captain, with si^ of hiS crew, wero^cither 
drowned or beaten to pieces upon the crags, by a tifeiendous surf. An Irish 
brig drifted upon the sands at Freshwater West, near Lenny Head, and of 
all her crew hut one poor fellojv was saved! Off Swrg|isea several vessels 
fdhndejred!, while a fine schooner was seen to upset, and drift awmy keel up- 
wards, not one person on board of which escaped ! A small sloop, called* the 
Barleycorn, of Milford, disappeared durinj^the gal6, and has not since been 
heard of, having doubtle* gone to the bottom, whereby two large families are 
left fatherless. A large AmeriAn ship, from Charleston, bound to Liver- 
pool, reached Milford Haven without foremast or bowsprit, haviitg drifted 
through the dangerous rooks called the Hats iand Boircls in almost an un- 
manageable condition. ITie Vixen, Post-office stcera-packet, from the wind 
changing with such extreme violence, carried away the hcaa of her foremast, 
but performed the voyage fi-omTreland without further diffiqul|jr, and landed 
the public mails in safety. *But,the most afflicting case, perhaps, wA that of 
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the Erin^ a lai'ge steain-ship from London, bound to Dublin. Her voyage 
bad been unfortunate from its commencement. On leavb^ the river Thames, 
she by some means got foul of an Ea&t Indiamau, and su&ved damage. At 
Plymouth, sf Lieutenant Watt quitted her to proceed by land tu Holyhead, 
leaving his luggage on board for conveyance to Dublin. Several other pas- 
sengers, however, dibregar(hng the injury the vessel had sustained, embarked 
at Plymouth. During the dreadful gale that ensued, the Erin was seen by 
the ^ity of Waterford steamer off Milford, about 30 miles N, W. of Lundy 
Island. «Shc appeared to be in imminent danger, with her engines immoveable, 
and her foresail hanging oyer the bows ; but with her mast apparently uu 
injured, and top^q^l-yard across / Why this supeftluous weight had not been 
taken from aloft, in such a gale, can never now be ascertained, nor is there 
any means left to discover what occasioned the stoppage of her engines. We 
have been informed, however, that the Erin was built with a high forecastle 
and poop, and remarkably deep tvaistedt so that upon shipping a heavy sea 
she might have experienced great difficulty in getting rid of the water. In- 
deed, a surge may have broken over the gunwale, injured the machinery, 
swamped the engine-room, driven the tattered foresail overboard, and filled 
the deep-waist deck between the poop and the forecastle. This appears to 
have bwn her^condition when scon by the City of Waterford, as she then 
lay ladling about like a log, with but three or four persons on the deck, fAim 
whence it may reasonably be inferred that a sea had already broken over her 
and swept away part of her crew and passengers. The effect of a second sea 
falling on hoard at such a moment must have been immediately fatal ; and 
the unfortunate Erin, in all probability, foui^dercd by such a catastrophe. 
The waves ran too high for the City of Waterfoi^ to render any assistance. 
But too certain evidence has been obtained to warrant our conjecture. The 
Lieut. Watt who, before mentioned, saved his life by quitting the Ertn 
at Plymouth, ha* since been in Pembrokelshire, and found one of his boxes 
washed on shore in St^ Bride’s Bay. * A bed has also been picked, up near 
Solva, addressed to Captain Foote, Passenger by the Erin to Dublin. Thus, 
therefore, has this largo steamer, of nearly 400 tons, with engines of 100- 
horae power, together with all her crew and passengers, men, women* and 
children — fathers, mothers, and their offspring, ’ 

“All sunk into the depthi, with bubbling groan, 

Without a grave, uncoffin’d, and unknown.” 

It is now My determined that the Royal William, the largest first-raU 
ship of the line ever built in Great Britain^ is to be launched at 4 p.m. on the 
2nd of next month (April), being the anniversary of Nelson’s victory at Co- 
penhagen. The greatest interest is excited by this memorable event, not 
only in Pembrokeshire, but throughout the kingdom. No doubt it will be a 
spirit-stirring spectacle. Arrangements are ipaking for several large parties 
to attend the ceremony. Captain Bullen, Superintendent of Perabroke-yard, 
will entertain a larfeo ass^mljage of distinguished persons on board the Royal 
Soverelgti yacht upon thia^casion. 

The Xarifa brig yacht, belonging to the Hon. Captain Greville, arrived at 
Milfbrd on the 1 4th instant from Portsmout^j, on her way to Madeira and the 
Caribliee ] stands. This beautiful vesseTforms the perfect hem ideal of navhl 
architectural symmetry. Tim long low rakish look and airy tracery of 
Cooper’s fanciful Water Wihdi, appear realized in the Xar^fa; whilst within, 
all her eauipmente evince the simplicity and elegance of the proprietor’s 
taste. It4ias nev^ iSllen to our lot to inspect a more beautiful vessel • and 
we m p05»uaded,^otwitlistanding Captain Chamier’s hit at the Yacht Club/ 
that had he seen the Xarifa be would have suppressed his liarcasm. She 
^as built at Philadelphia •expressly for the slave trade, but captured by 
Pelorus on her first trip ; and sent to England under name of tho Dispatch 
having origiijglly been called the* The^^esa ISecunda, During the late tro* 
noetidous hiwncane she was upon a lee sho^e off Brighton, but eaxvi^ sail 
admirably, and worked herself out of thfi scrape without difficliltv. 
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TO tub editor of the united service ^ournai^* 


Mr, HoldstDorth'a Revolving Rudder, 

Dartmouth, December 24, 1 832. 

Mr. Editor, — I observe in your Journal of this month, a letter iffom 
Captain Nixon, R.N., respecting ray revolving rudder, which he trusts that I 
shall not take amiss. I can ttssure him, that 1 should feci obliged by his ob- 
servations, if I could be satisAcd that those persons who sc^ the objections 
which he makes to the use of my rudder at sea, could read ray reply. But 
if such opportunity docs not present itself to them, as men are more ready 
to catch at an objection tlian t:> take the trouble to make themselves masters 
of tho real merits of any thing that is new to them, Captain Nixon will 
see, that, by raising such doubts, much jnischief may sometimes be uninten- 
tionally done to an inventor. 

It appears to Captain Nixon, that there are insurmountable objections to 
the adoption of my rudder for any but river craft. On these vessels, ho 
thiitks it may be used with the advantages I have anticipated. This is par- 
ticularly satisfactory, because it shows, that ho wlio has weighed the sub- 
ject in every point of view, is convinced that ray principle of action is correct, 
(as that is the same on all vessels, whether at sea or in rivers,) but that ho 
anticipates dilhculties for sea-^oing ships, which he thinks cannot be got 
over. I trust, however, that T shall bo fortunate enough to remove them 
from his mind. 

Captain Nixon s first objection is to ^hat I have written, rather than to 
what I have done, as he expresses kis conviction, that I hffv e exaggerated the 
inoonvemonces arising from the present mode of hanging the rudder. I am 
not awaro that I have done so ; q^nd if he will cull to his recollection the sim- 
ple fact, that rudders are wrenched off by the pintles and braces being 
broken, and that this arises from tho bearding of tke rudder being brought 
violently in contact with tho stern-post, when struck by a sea, I ask nothing 
more. This mischief, he believes, would bo prevented by bearding tho post, 
as well as the rudder ; he does not, however, remember, that if the ship is 
struck when scudding, such bearding vtf)uld allow the rudder to come to a 
position at right angles with the keel, which must have tho effect of making 
the blow more violent, and consequently more destructive. It is true, us 
Captain Nixon says, that this is the principal evil which I ))ropose to 
remedy, but he does not appear to see, that, by finding a remedy mr this 
evil, I protluce all the beneficial results wliich those who are acquainted with 
the properties of steam- vessels will fully appreciate. • 

One objection which Captairt Nixon thinks insurmountable is tho weight 
which the rudder will bo upon tho stem-frame of the vessel ? to this I can 
safely i:eply, that this rudder will bo much ligtitpf than any at present in 
use ; that the partners will rest upon, and may bo secured to tho head of 
the stern-post, which might take tho whole weight, as it does. at present, 
tliat the stern-frame would%e as free from that weight, as fjom that of 
the common, rudder. A careful examination of the print, or of tho models 
in the exhibition-room, in Adelaide-street, Strand, •will confirm what L have 
stated. The position upon the partners, if collars are placed under the fid, 
eonld not be material ; but if thsbe were not found to^osk pleasantly, a few 
•friction rollers might bo used under the collars, of the^most simple con- 
struction, which would last as long as the ship. Tlie same models will tdiow 
that the rudder will work with a wheel, without ^le slightest confusion in 
the ropes ; that the tiller might be much shorter and liglftcr than those in 
ordinary the different position of *lhe axis on which tlio rudder moves 

is more favourable to the man at the helm. Tho apparatus the wheel and 
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pinion, which is used in steam-vessels, would bo still lighter than the wheel 
and tiller. 

Captain Nixon's most serious objection is to the elongated keel, because it 
would notice safe if the sliip struck abaft. She might certainly strike so 
hard upon Yhe ground, as to break it off, but the ship would be safe ; which 
an ordinary vessel, under similar circumstances, would not be ; os the blow 
which would break' off a piece of the keel, secured as this can be, with the 
rudder upon it, would beat an ordinary vessel’s rudder offtheiwst, injuring the 
pintics and braces, and the heel of the post as well, and would thereby leave 
her in«a situation of great distress ; whilst in a ship fitted witli my. rudder, it 
would only bo necessary, if the rudder was injured, the moment sho was in 
deep water, to withdraw the fid and let the ruddbr drop off, and ship another 
without the keetpiece, the absence of which would not endanger its security, 
which will be quite intelligible to those who are acciuaintcd with the vessels 
of China, whose rudders arc of the most clumsy construction, and yet are 
hung much less securely than mine, though upon the same principle, and 
W'ithout the keel- piece to keep them steady. It will be found that the ad- 
vantage which mine possesses over Uic Chinese arises from the circumstance 
that mine is of the common European form, and fitted to make an entire re- 
volution, whilst that of the Chinese can describe only half a circle. If Cap- 
tain Nixon is' not acquainted with these rudders, he will find the model of a 
junk so fitted, at the exhibition -room which I have mentioned, where he'ean 
compare it with mine. Or he may see several Chinese models at the Navy 
Ofllcc, which the man who has the care of the model-room wdll point out 
to him ; and when ho has inspected those, all fear of losing my rudder under 
ordinary circumstances of weather, though i\\e ship should be deprived of 
that portion of her keel, will T think be removed from his mind. 

Captain Nixon questions the ground of my belief that a vesscl'will steer 
better with my rucycr, which is at aldistancc from the stern-post, than with 
that in common use. llis remarks whidii follow in support of his doubts 
arc so natural to a seaman of the present day, that I can quite cuter into his 
ideas upon tho subject. 1 am aware that it.has for some time been believed, 
as ho states, that if the water comes in between the bearding of the rudder 
and the stern-post, it is an obstacle to tho ship's progress ; that various moans 
have been tried to overcome this supposed disadvantage ; and although I could 
never find any man who attempted to prove that it made any perceptible 
difterence, I fell into the same fashion ; my ownsailing-hoal, which was built 
a few years ago, has her rudder fitted as nicely as the hinge of a Scotch 
snuff-box. I shall, however, alter it to my present motle, when I again pre- 
pare her for sea. 

Captain Nixon, on inspecting my models, .will see that the fore-part of tho 
rudder is bearded to a fine edge, and being directly in the wake of the post, 
it can make hut a. very slight resistance, when, in a line with a keel; but 
when its position is afteved, to change the coqrso of tho ship, in consequence 
of the situation^of the axis on which it turns, the ship must at once bo 
affected by it. Ho- will see ^lao why my rudder will act more powerfully than 
that iir common use, the'onuse of which 1 will endeavour to explain. It is 
well known that when the helm is put hard a port, the head of the ship ap- 
pears to tuffn towards thg; starboard hand :-the truth being, that the stern 
inclines aw^y from larboard to port, amrin doing so, the watei* must aqt with 
less force, as the rudder recedes from it, and particularly in a vessel which 
has not a clean run ; but with my judder, as there is a large opening between 
it and the post, in proportion as the stern falls off nfore rapidly to port, will 
the water bo dtawt>irt^n increasing current through that opening from the 
larboard side of thc^ship, pressing upon the starboard side of the rudder as it ' 
passes, by which the power of Uiis rudder is increased beyond that of rudders 
in common use. The wgter which appears to Ho inactive under tho stern 
of an ordinary vcl»sel will be drawn away from tho jiost, the rudder being in 
that which xna^bo said to be alive, * Thu fuct*l have witnessed in a Wtou 
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which I used my rudder, and the inspection of the model, with a fair consi- 
deration of the subject, will fully demonstrate the cause. I may add, that on 
so turning the rudder, the front edge, in place of being in the middle of the 
j) 08 t, will be in line with that side of it, towards which the stefft is moving, 
and that the water acts upon the rudder as the wind docs upon the sails of 
a wind-mill, or the smoko upon the vsmes of a jack in the cliimney. 

Captain Nixon is no doubt aware that the circle which a vessel describes 
in turning, greatly depends upon her length : if you can diminish that by tho 
whole breadth of her rudder, and still keep the rudder in the same situation 
as if the post was upright, it seems reasonable that the keel shoiil(Phot only 
describe a smaller circle, but that the power of the rudder will be gi’cater on 
account of its position, as an oar over the stern of a boat a^ipcars to turn her 
more easily, the further the hlade is extended beliind it. 

I trust I have met all the objections to the use of my rudder at sea, which 
are mentioned by Captain Nixon ; hut if I have failed in doing so, and he 
will point out the omissions, 1 shall be most happy to discuss the matter with 
him in any mode that may appear to him best adapted to accomplish the 
object we have in ^ic\v ; and when he reflects upon the rapid progress which 
steam-navigation is making, whether employed for the purpose of commerce 
or war, he will agree with me, that there is not any part of t^c vessel which 
has a greater demand upon the attention of those who have the prosperity of 
tlie naval service at heart, and who can apply their minds scientifically to the 
subjci-t of shipping, than the rudder of the steam-vessel, which, if permitted 
to revolve, will allow the engines to propel her with etpial velocity by either 
eml which may reciuired by her commander ; whether it be to advance by 
tho head, or to make a snddeji retreat by tho stern, an advantage of which 
she is at present completely deprived. 

• 1 am, sir, }om most obedient servant, 

^ f A. H, Holdsworth. 


TheAiHhor of the Life ofa^Sailor'' to his Critics and Commentators, 

Mr. Editor, — In your last Number I perceive a review of the Life of a 
Sailor ; and, with the exception of the trifling inaccuracies which you have 
detected, I ha\c no reason to feci annoyed at your remarks. Your praise is 
of greater value than if you had unhesitatingly commended the whole work. 
But if I undertook the task of a reviewer of renews, I might point out to 
yon that you have lallen into the v5ry error you cQnsure in me. — For in- 
stance, in the laughable lunacy you luuo imagined a name, and printed it, 
Avlieii ill my work only an initial appeared. Neither am I inclined to 
subscribe to your opinion relative to the sarcophagus. In Belzoni's Travels, 
1st edition, are these words : — “It is a sarcophagus of the finest Uricntal 
alabaster, nine feet fne inches long,*’ &c. ; and to th^ third edition the fol- 
lowing note (p. 3C6) is appendcKl “ Dr. Clarke, the Professor of Mineralogy 
at Cambridge, found the quality of the stone to be Ara^mtic—m\xc\\ rarer 
than alabaster." Aragonite consists of carbonatq^f lime, with occsyionally 
a littlo carbonate of strontia. The colours of Aragonite are greenish and 
pearl, often violet and green, in the middle, and arranged in the direction of 
the fibres ^ so that the longitwlinpl fibres arc green, tlio transverse violet 
tluc.. The abbvo is the character of pure Aragonite. Now Dr.*Clarke does 
not say that tho sarcophagus is pure Aragonite, but uses the generic -term 
and says it is Aragonitic, in which is always included the finest species of ala- 
baster. It is well known to cverv ty ro in mineralogy, tl^jt stones of a veined and 
coloured appearance have been classed as alabaster, and are of the Aragonitic 
species of alabaster— pure alabaster being of a dull whito colour, which any 
person who has seen the sarcophagus now in*Sir John Soane’s museum may 
remember is its Character. • • 

To the half-seas-over accusation I rep^, that I was not on board my ship 
when it occuiTed. To Sydney^nstead of Thurlow, I plead guity ; ^ut to tho 
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Nun, I plead not guilty. My story relates to a gentleman now in New S^outb 
Wales, whd is invited to stay some years longer. 

Once mo]^ allow me to thank you for noticing me at all, and to accept my 
host and wawnest thanks for the praises you have bestowed and leniency 
you ha\'e observed. I have enclosed a letter in reply to that of Capt. Scott ; 
assuring you that I shall not trespass on your columns at any future period, 
and only now Are the paper bullet as an exchange shot at my confpaniou 
ill arp;is. 

I am, Mr. Editor, your very obliged Servant, 

** The Author of the Life of a Sailor. 

Paris, March 15, 1833. 

TO CAPTAIN SCOTT, R.N. 

Sir, — I have seen a letter written to the Editor of the United Service 
Journal, commenting upon the account given in the Life of a Sailor of the 
various conflagrations during our operations against the Americans in the 
Chesapeake, and in no very courteous^ manner accusing the author of being 
‘ a foul blot’ on an escutcheon. To answer this very unfortunate production 
I now resume my occupation, and commence with an exculpation of myself 
ill regard to the character of Sir George Cockburn. 

I defy you or any other man to trace m the Life of a Sailor one word rn 
any \my reflecting improperly upon the character of the Admiral. I have 
mentioned him as a man firm of purpose — strung in feeling, but constrained 
to sacrifice those feelings to a sense of duty ; and you, Sh:» who have been 
all your life a follower of Sir George, know as well as myself, or any other 
officer of the Navy, that his character stands ‘sufficiently high in our esti- 
mation as scarcely to require the support of a pen not very much accustomed 
to place its owner's ideas in the clcar(:^>t of all possible lights. If I hud said 
thatkSir George wa^ an overbearing, cruehman, that he laughed while the 
shores of the Potomac h^azed,— if I had said that he was a tj'rant, qnd that 
he threatened publicly to flog his first-lieutepant, or any other sucli impro- 
bable events, tnen you might have been justified in the remarks >ou have 
made, and would have betn the best person to vindicate his character. 

Although you state that your friends drew your attention to tho-'chaptcr 
in the Life of a Sailor, which occasioned your remarks, yet you have omitted 
to state that they approved of them. Allow me to correct your ‘ readings ’ a 
little. You say, “ It is a libel on the fervice : instead of the exertions of the 
gallant chief and the brave men he commanded being a blot on the escut- 
cheon of the arms of England as long as she exists, the foul blot rests with 
the man who, after a lapse of twenty years, insidiously casts upon a diistin- 
guishedr Admiral and his own brother officers a heap of stigmas alone suited 
to barbarians.'* 

Why, Sir, who overbid cast the insidious stigmas ? You have conjured up 
a phantom, and then dressed it to suit ^mur owfi convenience : and 1 presume 
this phantom is ‘^ono of the gallant spirits mentioned in the preceding sen- 
tence. "The fault of thaV^ illanous mode of warfare was never attributed to 
Sir George Cockburn ; — on the contrary, it was expressly stated as a species 
of revenge ordered to be apted upon in consequence of the ,like aggressions 
having beex^practis^ by the Americans in the Canadas. ** The ffisgraceful 
savage made of warfare’' (see p. 135, vol. ii.) is called the blot op our Escut- 
cheons as long as the arms of England may exist, and not the conduct of Sir 
George or the honourable and galfant spirits who executed the order. You 
have built a very fliw ‘/^houae upon tho sande,*’ and lo ! — of course you know 
the rest. « • • 

Well, I congratulate the Americans with all my heart that my eyes 
deceived me ; and I hopp they found their houses untouched by their 
enemies. I am quite certain, from your statement, that we never did burn 
a house — that vve never did steal tho sheep, ckicks, and geese ; and I must 
have been dredEbiihg when I thought I remembered a certain man in the 
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foretop of a frigate being exchanged for a nrnch better man, merely because 
he Knew how to drive geese. Mind, Sir, I do not doubt that you carried the 
money-bags, — the purser of couri^e held a sinecure, — and that th# Admiral 
himself did pay a price. As for the Baltimore “ last current, • the ready 
Gazette, the reference, &c. 8tc., I of course never saw them ; and I am very 
certain that most of my companions will subscribe to this remark, notwith- 
standing your letter which is now lying before me. 

You make mountains of molehills— you speak always of yourself and#the 
Admiral ; but the next time you stand as Sampfjon’s post with Argus's 
head, do allow your eyes to range a little beyond your own ship. When the 
Havannah's men landed in*tho Rappahannock, to filch some geese left as 
decoy ducks, and were taken themselves instead, do you tnink they carried 
a dollar bag, or askod for the Baltimore Gazette? When Dr. Bolinbroke's 
house was sacked, in real good style— (I have some of his books now)— do 
you imagine that we ran over the country to pay the ixior medico, or left 
an oouivalent for the plunder ? — Not a bit of it, I promise you ; — why we 
put the staircase clock in the midshipmen's berth, as a memento of past 
time, for it never went, and his knife and fork case adorned our buffett. 
Now pray, Sir, do undeceive the public. I assure you we arc all labouring 
under a most serious delusion ; for the public papers mentioded and i*epro- 
bated the unnatural mode of warfare ; and I, having always believed my 
eyes and ears, readily lent a credulous attention to their statements ; and 
until your very able letter, with the beautiful quolation of Isaac Watts at 
the top, and the little Latin hit at the tail, appeared, upon my honor and 
word I did give credit to our having stolen bullocks, ducks, sheep, geese, 
&c., and likewise to our having practised Mr. Swing in America, very much 
to the asAonishment of the natives, and ^ery little to their satisfaction or 
remuneration. f 

As your friends directed your attention to tlie Life of a Sailor, allow flle 
to direct jt again, not only to that Life, but to the Life of Sir Peter Parker ; 
then, perhaps, your credulity will he a little aroused at the escape of the 
Menelaus, and you will find that I have not much exaggerated the number 
of ships, the distance, or any of the circumstances. After you have read 
that Life? perhaps you will favour the public with another letter ; and do 
continue the motto, for it is most applicable, and I hope will strike the 
reader as forcibly as it did myself, for that motto caused this reply. 

Believe me you» very obliged, 

The Author of the Life of a Sailor. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE UNITED SERVICE JOURNAL, AND TO THE 
YACHTMAN AFLOAT. . 

Dear Gentlemen, — Allow me to trespass on the pages of the one ami 
the patience of the other;— I have a right to the foftner, since they have 
sent to the world a very able ftleasant letter, all about myself ; and to the 
latter, because I have exercised my own patience in reading^his letter three 
ditferent times. mf • 

Now’ then you shall have “ some of my honey divested of its gall.” Why, 
Mr. Yachtman alloat, you are just the man after yiy own mind ; .you appear 
fond of ftolic ipall fun : and yAi think, with Dean Swtft and joyself, that 
“ whdbver makes the fewest persons uneasy is the best bred therefqre I 
shall not ma*ke you uneasy, because I have no reason to do so, and because 
I woaiid not return evil for good. 

Your second paragraph, about his Majesty’s uniform on hls» Majesty’s 
•service, I do not understand. I wrute the life ofia Saily, and kept myself 
awake by so doing. If ever I want to sleepjCyet cannot), I take a dose of 
my own opium, by reading some of my own sheiits, and I always fall into 
gentle slumbers between tfiem.—l tell you truly I cannot foncy at what ^ou 
aim by that said second paraguaph, • 

For the third paragraph* I regret to have fallen under displeasiue • 
I have only attacked Dr. GranvIUo m accosint of his having drawn a parallel 
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between an executioner with a knout and a boatswain's mate ; as I have had 
both cat and knout in my own hand, and seen the eftect on men's bocks, I 
cannot witjidraw one word on that subject. I know 1 am correct ; although 
I cannot say that I am feelingly alive either to the cut of the one on the 
back, or your counter cut for the other in the third jiaragraph. 

I agree with you •much Letter than with your Latin. I left my dictionary 
in England, and have been obliged to hunt up a translator a dead lan^ 
guage is a deed eye to me ; no lame man was ever more completely brought 
to a dqg.d halt than I was at your “ Scro respicitur tcllas ” — I wish you 
would tell me the meaning. 

I commanded a cutter for six months during the winter off Orfordness, 
and I only run Her on shore once, and then of course I laid the blame to 
the pilot : — ^but never mind ; if I don't understand cutter sailing, I am quite 
awcuie to cutters, either on paper or alloat, and I therefore take your hint as 
it was meant. 

Now, can you think me such a lout, notwithstanding my acknowledged 
ignorance, as to think that, because, a man is a yachtman, he cannot boa 
good sailor and a jolly companion? I Avish you could only see me on board 
of your own craft, and then perhaps you would be fully convinced that a 
man with my vight heart could hardly construct a heavy work — (see the last 
paragi-aph hut one in your letter) — “ to he a proper vehicle tor criticisnr or 
sarcasm.” 

Many a day may you live to sail your cutter, without another Hastings 
gibe ; and when )ou have lived the life of a sailor to yoim heart's content, I 
hope you may be the author of another more amusing, less snarling, and, 
according to Scott, with more truth, than tlie one which has culled forth 
your honey, your gall, and our correspondence. r 

Yours w’ith much Respect, as in duly bound, 

* • The Author. 

Captain Peake on the Qualities of Ten-Gun Brigs. 

His Majesty’s Dockyard, Portsmouth, March, 1 833. 

Sir, — The number of Hhe “ Metropolitan Magazine ’’ for tins month hav- 
ing again brought before the public the demerits of the ten-gun bngs, with 
that sort of spirit which cannot be misunderstood, I feel induced to trouble 
you with the following obser\ations, which, should you deem worthy a place 
in your valuable Journal, will, 1 tnislr, set at rest, and I hope for eviir, the 
point so far as relates to the safety of this de^cl•iption of vessel of war. 

The ten-gun brigs wore constructed by order of llio Admiralty, for Cban- 
ijcl service, and expressly for a lieutoiiaiit's coinniand, to iiave the crew of a 
gun brig, a description of vessel found inadequate for the service. They were 
to be built as light as possible, and slow but sij weeks’ provisions of every 
description ; in fact ev?ry other consideration wjis to give way to the quality of 
.sailing. These jlirecUons w^rc strictly attended to, and the launching weight 
of those first biiilf, which ^as in 1808, did not exceed ono hundred and 
thirty-flve tons. 

Instead, however, of the equipment of men and stores for which they were 
constructed,* these vessels were, from the first commissioned<^by commanders, 
with a complement seventy-five men a*nd six hoys, and, with some qxcep- 
lions, were stored and provisioned for ten or twelve weeks. Notwithstanding 
the disadvantages produced by tlie^ departures from the original plan, which 
can only be aiiprcciated by those who are really conversant in the scimee of 
naval architecture^ tficse delicate little Vessels were described by the 
officers commanding, in thrir official reports, as fast sailers, weatherly, easy, ' 
goofl roadsters, stiff under canvas, and veiy safe vessels under all circum- 
stances. Those which have been built within the last fifteen years have, from 
various causes, befin increased in weight of hull at least thirty tons, a very 
considerable portion of vvliich has fioen placdd above the lute of floatation, 
yet the ofucial^turus ooatinue equally favotg-ahlo-as rega^s Hbms safq and 
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easy qualittos, although, as might be expected, they do not appear to be 
such fast vessels as they were originally ; these assertions the following ex- 
tracts from the sailing qualities of the bri^s afltcrnamcd will connrm. 

The “Calliope,” Alexander M'Konnochic, Esq., Comipander; paid off in 
1 8 1 5, At the end of the printed form, which is throughout filled up in the most 
favourable manner as regards her qualities for sailing, safety, and stability, is 
attached the following :-^“The very superior qualities of the Calliope tis a 
sea boat will be best appreciated by a reference to the services on whfch she 
has been employ^ and the fact of the main rigging and the fore- topmast 
now got down having been tlfe same with which she went to s^ in 1 8 08 . This, 
when I joined her, was nearly the case thimighout ; but in March last, she 
was struck with lightning, and her mainmast shivered to the deck. Until 
June, 1814, she was constantly in the north sea, principally off the Scheldt ; and 
in the course of several very severe winters, without accident, and without hav- 
ing ever been under the necessity of sacrificing anything to safety, she kept 
the sea, and her station in shore, when tke finest men of war, frigates and 
others, were frequently reduced to the greatest distress. After being struck 
with lightning, we gained the port of Havannah, in Cuba, where we were 
bound with important dispatches, only by means of her performing every 
nec^sary manusuvre in the most satisfactory manner, without other after- 
sail than a close-reefed main top-sail set on a top -must fastened to the stump 
of the mainmast, and the main try-sail.” 

“ From the Rosario's, paid off in 1822. — Frederick Mavryutt, Esq., Com- 
mander. ^ 

“ Steers well, carries her helm a little a-wcalhcr, very easy as a roadster, 
and a ver}»8afe vessel under canvas, under all circumstances.” 

“ From the Espoir’s, paid off in (831.#-H. G. Grcville, Jsq., Commander. 

“ Steers easy, and stays well under topsails and courses, carries her helflt 
a-W'cathcr^lics to easy in a heavy gale of w ind under aclosc-rcefed main top- 
sail; she rides easy at her ancliorsi and is stiff under sail.” 

Looking at these extracts, taken from official returns, from numerous 
similar reports, the whole of which state tho capahili^ of this description of 
vessel to curry sail, without a solitary remark applying to them as being 
unsafe; it is not, perhaps, venturing too far to assert, that the fault (if any 
does exist to render them unsafe must rest with those who have com- 
manded them, and not in the construction^of the vessel~for what one of them 
has been found capable of performing, all the others would, if managed with 
equal skill. 

The writer on naval papers for the Metropolitan, with an appearance of 
candour, admits that the ten-gun brigs are “ pretty models, but not good*ones, 
because they are too narrow f<ii' llush-decked vessels;” bm ifdlush-deeked or 
any other vessels are very stiff ujider canvas, and also wcatlierly, \vould it 
add to their good qualities fo shorten them? hut whether good paodelsor not, 
tho writer continues, “ as certain they constantly godown:"^ And \\o gives 
a list (thirteen) of those which have already Ibundci-I'n, ^vith all the crew, in 
various parts of the world : in this list will ho found the Drake, Cynthia, Jasper, 
Bermuda, Busiris, ^nd Parthian, \^iich have been wrecked on the ifiiore, and 
the* crews generally saved. Of some of the remainder of the vessels said to 
have foundered, may not such casualties have occurred to them, as does occa- 
sionally to other vessels, viz., by fire, or captipro by a Stronger force, and then 
destroydfl? Such, I beHeve, was tho end of the Rediwle, a Falmouth 
packet. * •• • • 

•The remark of the same writer, tluft these vessels were givaluahle to th^ 
late Board of Admiralty, “as they not only# increased their patronage, 
but, by occasionally going down with the officers, they to a certain- extent 
reduced the number of claimants,” is so base and heartless, th&t it excites no 
other feeling than disgust, and tho convidion, that the mai^^iocan form 
such a estimate of his felhw-<nysn is himself capable of anytmng. * 

or eight of these caluij^niatdl vossds have founder^ in tho course 
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of twenty-four years, and one hundred and seven have been built, surely the 
very few chich have been so lost or unaccounted for, bear so small a portion 
to the whole, that it speaks volumes in their favour for safety ; and their re- 
turn into port hron\the stations they are employed upon, instead of being an* 
event of uncertainty, as insinuated by the Metropolitan writer, may be judged 
quite the contrary. 

The wisdom of the advisers of Sir James Graham, in inducing him to 
coimt&inand the building of such of the vessels as were ordered, and not too 
far advanced, 1 cannot dispute ; for as foreigners have introduced into their 
navies a larger description of vessel, as vesselk of war» for purposes which 
these vessels were heretofore employed upon, it would be worse than supine 
to cotitinue to build them ; and of course the ten-gun brigs will and ought 
to disappear, precisely as the old gun-brigs disappeared, when these vessels 
were introduced into the service. 

These brigs, when first inti-oduced into the packet service, were viewed with 
jealous and prejudiced eyes by those who were interested to keep things as 
tliey were ; they ore now better appreciated, and are acknowledged as supe- 
rior to and n^ore efficient than the description of vessel they have supersedccl ; 
in short, the ten-gun brigs, although far from perfect, were the host vessels 
of their size for many years as vessels of war, and being such, were pferpe- 
ttiated. 

There is one more assertion which I must give the most direct denial to : 
not a singlo ton-gun brig was over converted into a steain-vessel, neither do 
I believe their conversion to such a purpQse was ever even contemplated. 
The vessels alluded to by the writer in the Metropolitan wore built at Dept- 
ford and Woolwich, and named thOjAfrican, Confianoe, Echo, Albtn, Carron, 
and Columbia, vessels whose midJiip sections bear no resemblance to the 
Ten-gun brigs, and they have but one* dimension in common, which is, the 
main breadth : in shoit, they are whblly dissimilar, so much so, tliat the tim- 
ber cut out for the ten-gun brigs in Woolwich yanl would not mould for the 
Btcam-vessels, which are asserted to have been oonverted from toii-guu 
brigs. * 

I am, sir, your very obedient servant, 

Thomas Ladd Pbakb, Captain R.N. 

Colonel Middleton on the relattoe effect of Brevet Rank in the King^s 
and Company's Service, 

Cavalry Depot, Maidstone, 20th March, 1833. 

Mil. Editor, — The attention of all officers connected with Indian affairs 
haa been called to the recently published evidence given before the Military 
Committee of the fiouse of Commons. 

Tlie evidence, however, of four officers has only yet been published to the 
world, viz. Majol-Generalgi Sir Jasper Nicolls and Sir Thomas Keynell of 
the thing's service, and'Coloiiel Salmond and Major-General Sir Jphn Mal;^ 
oolm of the East India Company's service. ** 

It is not my intention to offer any cojnments on th<) vast difference of 
opinion, and that^ too, on points of es^ntial importance, which is so remark- 
able in the evidence of these four distinguished officers. J address you 
solely for the purpose V>f adverting to what I consider to be an erroneous 
opinion given in the evidence of Major-General Sir Jasper NicoUtfJ on the 
subject Qf brevcC thnk conferred in In£ia on subalterns of fifteen years 
standing, and it% relative effect as regards the interests of the officers of bo^ 
services. c 

In the ** Asiatic Journal'* of the present month* (page 213*) Sir Jasper 
NicuUs is stateh to have said, ** that the effect of granting a brevet rank of 
oaptain to siffi^terns of the Kiiig's and Company's sorviue of MUm years 
standing, the witness does not seo has any^tijiiriDUs effect upon either 
the liaak beiiig given ^ith inSparhshty. It to of advantage to 
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Kiiig » as to Company's officers/ if anything more beneflcial to the former, their 
promotion being slower;” and in page 217, referring to Sir Thoijftft Reynelfs 
evidence, it is stated, in respect to the grant of brevet rank to subalterns, 
this witness concurs with the preceding ; the effect is fQlt trittingly, and is 
of little advantage to either service.” 

I consider the advantages of this rank to be exclusively, at least perma- 
nently, in favour of the Company’s officers, and to be injurious in its d{>era- 
tion as regards those of the King’s. In order to illustrate my vie^f on this 
subject, I shall here submit a case: 8up[)osing a subaltern belonging to each 
service, of the standing of fifteen years, receives the brevet iank of captain at 
the same time, the King’s officer returning to Kuiope reverts of course to his 
simple rank (jf lieutenant, hut succeeding subsequently to a troop or com- 
pany he again goes hack to India, where he then (although actually a captain) 
hecornes junior in rank in that army to all the Company's brevet captains, 
wh(»se senior he may have lieen as a brevet captain previous to his attaining 
that actual rank in the King’s army. • 

I may be here told that an officer so circumstanced might also take nnk 
from the original date of his commission as brevet captain oji returning to 
India. I answer that such could not be the case, without subverting the 
rcjjiilar course of seniority in his Majesty's army in India ; as the assumption 
of any rank antecedent to the date of his captain’s commission might and 
would be sure to give him seniority over older officers belonging to his own 
service : tliey, not naving served previously in India as brevet captains, would 
only he permitted to rank from the date of their captains’ commissions in tho 
King's army ; still they could not submit, nor could such an indignity bo 
oircred t(J his Majesty’s commission, bm to suppose that junior officers in 
their own sci^ ico could assume a^ seniority over tliem by virtue of a vjgji. 
not acknowledged or sanctioned in his Majesty's army. I maintain thw- 
fore, tha<i brevet rank which India gives the officers df the Company’s army, 
is a decided and iwrmancnt advjfntage over those of the King's* as it accele- 
rates their subsequent promotion by brevet, until they attain the permanent 
rank of full colonels. * 

I believe that the foregoing observations arc equally applicable as to the 
effect of a more recent system adopted in India ; of conferring the local rank 
of colonels on King’s lieutenant-colonels, to give them corresponding rank, 
during the time they continue in that Country, with the Company's offujcrs, 
wlio now become full colonels, as a matter of course, on succeeding to the com- 
mand of regiments. 

I have the honour to be, sir, your obedient humble sei^ ant, 

Charles Middleton, Lieutenant-Colonel, 

Captain Napier on Naval and Military Governments, 

PurbrookJ^lge, 6th March, 1833. 

Mr. Editor,— I was fortunate to be in the Illmse and heard tho fiebato 
on Mr. Hume’s motion for the abolition of naval and military sinecures, and 
I was sorry to obaierve tliat sevcriil members (who«euppo^ed his fhotioii), by 
aft imliscreet afvowul that Parliament, and not the King, ought to toward 
merit, furnished Ministers with an excuse for treating it as a great oon- 
stitutional question, and thereby gained 9 ver raatiy who would otherwise 
have voted with Mr. Hufne. * 

Sir Jan\ps Graham, in a very %ble speech, showed flitft thcro Vere only 
^ine sinecures in tho navy, costing*the country •little wgre tharf 4000/. a 
year, and that he had converted two yachts into efficient offices, by appoint- 
ing theit captains superintendents of Woolwich and Pembroke dockyards, 
and paid off tho Irish yacht with the concurrence of tho Lord Lieutenant. 
He also read the names of ottrtiest and most distinguisheii^^cors who had 
filled the situations of vice *atid ji^ear-admiralB of Great Britain ; anti I sup- 
pose^ out of dSUcaoy to bk pf edecSsscr, dhiitted the name of an admiral 
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Vvlio had filled the office of major, lioutenfirit, and general of marines, and 
never saw fir shut fired in his life ; merely beeansc he was a Lord o^ the 
Admiralty, and was preferred to Lord Do Saniniu-ez,^who had been- in ^ur 
or five general aetions. He was succeeded in- the office of major- 
general hy two other Lords of the Admiralty in succession, Iwth distin- 
guishe<l officers, but junior, and not to be compared in point of service to 
Lora Do Saumarez. 

The Secretary at War went into various arguments to prove that the 
governors of forts and castles ought not to be aj)olished, because it was the 
only means the ciawp had of rewarding meritorious officers : and he also read 
a list of several officers on whom these sinecures had been lately conferred, 
and who. he showed, were deserving, but at the same time omitted otliors, 
and some of them in the House, who had governments conferred upon them 
in addition to regiments. 

Now, sir, if it is absoliittdy necessary that these offices should be preserved 
for rewarding officers, is it not natural to expect that they should be ron- 
lerred on naval and marine officers as well as military ones — which never 
(Iocs take plac>3 ? The marines, particularly, are shut out from any reward 
whatever ; therefore, if the naval and marine service can be carried on with- 
out sinecures, surely there is no good reason for preserving them in the 
army. 

I would not abolish the offices of vice and rear-admirals of Groat Britain, 
hut I would render tliem efficient ; I would confer them* on the two senior 
naval Lords ctf the Admiralty, who ought to* be frequently dispatched to 
inspect the licet, and hoist the Hag of vice or rear-admiral, not as a Board 
but in their individual capacity, and jarry on a real instead of the* nominal 
iij^nection which isCjlone by a Board Jancl, which never can be so oflicient 
as the inspection of a Lord of the Admiralty m uniform, and with his Hag 
H)ing; and the small 'salary attached to the office should bo his imlemnity 
for the expense attending such visits. The •general, lieutenant, and major- 
genei-al of marines, together with the few colonelcies, should bo given to 
marine officers ; they have neither regiments nor governorships to look forward 
to. When they arrive at the rank of general officer, they arc sent to the 
right about ; and surely these seven appointments would not be considered 
too great a reward for the whole marine corps, who have been Sadly neglected 
under all administrations. The go'/ernorships of forte and castles — purely 
sinecures— ought to be entirely abolished ; but as tho Secretary at War 
(leclai-es they are intended for meritorious officers, in order to ensure that 
they sJ;iould not go without their just reward, I would create the same 
number of unattached general officers, in addition to those already existing, 
which would effeclu^jy prevent the minister forr the time being conferring 
sinecures on officers who already have regiments, and oblige them to seek 
out me most d«serving officers, who arc only receiving the pay of the rank 
they lyjld when includec^im the brevet. As for real governments, such as 
Portsmouth and Plymoufti, the governors should decidedly bo resident, as 
much as the port-admirals are, and who cannot perform their duty by 
deputy. * « ^ % » 

Another •argument made use of by the ministers in favhtir of siniccurcs 
was* the power the Housf of Commons had of refusing tho salary on the 
estimates being laid before themv On this 1 must obseiTe that it w’ould be 
a most disagreeable tjisk for a naval or military man to give a silent vote 
for tho saJhry agaifislT his conscience, or to^avc the alternative of bringing 
before the public .Aie services of the ^ftifiecurist in comparison with these of** 
others more deserving, hut wifh less interest. 

In the course gf the dibhate an observation fell from the first Lord of the 
Admiralty which I am sore was ijcry pleasing to naval men, viz., that ho 
had rested %/he King’s use two yachts, rfhd that he would never think 
of reding them, as it would be very ^ard«if hfs present Majesty, Wng a 
naval King, should be deprived tho recreation which had^beon so much 
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enjoyed by his predecessors. I confess I was pleased to heai: such an obser- 
vatbn, for an idea is certainly abroad that the ministers haja set their 
face against his Majesty's going afloat ; and I feel satisfied nothing is more 
conducive to the well-being or the naval service, or to the encouragement 
of ship-building aijd seamen, than the occasional presence of royalty on an 
element that so particularly belongs to this country— it encourages gentle- 
men and noblemen to turn their minds to aquatic excursions, creates a 
rivalry amongst them, and a wish that their yachts should beat others. This 
brings forward men of talent to construct vessels, encourages shipwrights, 
and finally saves the government much expense in experiments. It is certainly 
owing in a great measure to the Yacht Club that so much attention has been 
lately paid to ship-building ; and since the Royal Family have discontinued 
going afloat, the club has very much fallen off, and it requires the sun- 
shine of Majesty to again revive it. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

• Charles Napier. 


Obnoxious Order issued to the Coast Guard, • 

• 5th March, 1833. 

Mr. Editor, — From the very extensive circulation of your valuable 
Journal, and your known readiness to advocate the interests of the sister 
services, I am induacd to forward a general memorandum bearing date 2d of 
January, 1 833, and signed by Captain Bowles, R. N., Comptroller-General 
of the Coast Guard, to which, fifith this letter, I beg you will give a place in 
your columns. • 

It will be obvious to every one how nj^ch such a document must tend to 
create feelings of the utmost dissatisfaction, as well as de?p regfet, amongR 
the naval officers of every rank employed upon this s^ice ; and in referring 
to the firs! paragraph of it, viz. the false entries, &c. I beg to remark, that an 
officer so far committing bimselr would, by the existing regulations of the 
service, be amenable to a Court of Inquiry, and could not Tong escape the 
punishment so deservedly merited. I scarcely need comment upon the latter 
part of this obnoxious order, where the inspecting commanders are held 
responsible for the due execution of itf and consequently are reluctantly 
obliged to assemble the whole crew of #ach station, and, in the presence of 
their commanding officer, ask them if they are satisfied that the contents of 
their officer's journal is correct, and that the general memorandum in question 
has been complied with ; and these men in many instances can neither read 
nor write. I could make many further remarks upon the impoMcy of this 
order, as well as upon the indignant feeling that pervades the officers subject to 
it, but am fearful of trespassing too much upon the time if your readers : and 
in conclusion, I know I am only^xpressing the unanimous opinion, in stating 
that, from the high estimation in which the officers in generdf hold the cha- 
racter of the Comptroller-General, for his uniforhjf omcerlike and gentle- 
•^anly behaviour to all those under his command, this general memorandum 
could not originally have emanat^ from him. ^ • 

• I am. Sir, your obedient ser\%nt, 

Jr. C., in the Coast Guard Service^ 

GENERAL MEMORANDUM, * 

^ Coast Guard Office^d^January^ 1833. 

Several instanoM having recently occurred of chipf officers making entries 
in their journals of the duty performea themselves, and fi^the conferences 
said to nave been held with their crews on their guards during the night, 
which on examination have been proved to be false, Vnd such conduct being 
disgracefhl and unbecoming the character ^of an officer, I have to call the 
attention of the inspecting commanders and chief officers to thiipsubjegt ; and 
in order to prevent a recurrence of th|^ uatufOi to direct that in fhture the 
U* S« JonaN. No« 53; Aprii^ 18^3# 2 o 
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chief officers do assemble their whole crew at one of the periods fixed on for 
signing the ionmal each day, and read to them the remarks of the preceding 
day, as weu^as the number of the guard each pmon had, the number of the 
patrol visited by the chief officer, the guard he was on at the time, and the . 
hour of sneh visit dr conference ; and at the end of each journal the chief 
officer, chief boatman, and all the commissioned boatmen, are to certify that 
thiamiemorandum has been complied with. And as the inspecting com-* 
manden will be held responsible for the due execution of this order, he is, on 
bis inspection of the stations under hk command, to ascertain that the whole 
orofw are satisBed that the entries made are correct. 

(Signed.) Wm. Bowlxs. 

To respective Inspecting Commanders. 


Collections in Natural History brought home in H, M, 8. Sulphur, 

Mr. Editor, — In perusing your Journal for last month, I was not a little 
astonished at observing, under the" head of Portsmouth correspondence, a 
paragraph alluding to the specimens brought home under my charge in hia 
Majesty's ship Sulphur — “ Botany, conchology, minemlogy, and zoology, 
not particularly well preserved." I must beg leave Jo differ from your cor- 
respondent, with the exception of the zoological, which, ftom many of tfiem 
having been nearly three years on board, and for four months previous to 
their iking landed naving been in the hold, may easily account to any nauti- 
cal man or collector for tneir not being in the most perfect state ; as for the 
mineralogical and conchological mrl, I am a<. a loss to comprehend what is 
meant ; but as' for the botanical, by far the most valuable part of the collec- 
tion, 1 may safely say, that it was certainly in that state tliat an*y botanist 
have arran|ed and classified \% with ease. My own collection, a very 
minor one, which was preserved in the same manner, I presented to my 
esteemed friend and late preceptor Dr. Hooker, Professor of Botany, ^Glasgow, 
who expressed his high approbation both atf to their state of presentation and 
value as rare plants. ^ 

Mr. Editor, 1 should not have troubled you with these remar.ks, but in 
justice 1 consider myself hound to relieve the character of my much-valued 
friend, Mr. Collie, the indefatigable collector and preserver, from this uu- 
ffiund^ imputation. ^ 

Your most obedient servant, 

J. Wingate Johnston, M. D., 

Late Surgeon of H.M,S. Sulphur. 

92, cReniield'Street, Glasgow, 

13th Feb. 1833. 


Bqw Rudder, 

Faytlek Hote\ Hand Court, Bedford Row, 14th March, 1833. 
Ml. EnitoR,— My atrontion has just been directed to a description of 
St bow rudder contained in your February Number, and signed W. Aldersey. * 
1 think It right Jo infoim you and your pumerous readers, that 1 took otti; 
a patent, eome years since, for an invention precisely similar. 

J have made several trials of this rudder attached to a sailii^ boatf of four 
tons burden ; these triifis have , completely answered my expectations ; the 
vessel was found to be altogether more manageable, sailed much nearer the 
wind, wil^ scarc^y^kny lee-way ; she w^t about in much less time, and 1 
conaidaif missinguijlays as almost impossftle. With the wind aft, the rudder io 
fixed straight, acting as a cui-water, and diminishing the resistance against 
the bows. I will not occupy your space by enumerating other advantages, 
but shall xiost happy to answer any inquiries that may be add^sed 
to me. ^ * 

to yout kSndoees for the i^rtign oLthis, 

X Wt, Editor, your obedient servant, 

CKAma HARSitimt 
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^A3RlBOVD OORRE9PONDBNGE. 

The ovenehdiQiQI^ Quantity of out Correspondence compela m to subject 
a portion to a digesting aj^aratus, by which we hope to extract the marrow, 
at the sacrifice of a portion of sinew and some hone. 

“ A Friend OF Justice *’ points out the iniquity of *the late regulations 
affecting the widows of naval oflficers.—The same may be urged in the cases 
of the widows of army officers. They are subjects we have intended to disouss. 

W. M. L.” recommends that the separate appointment of master in 
the navy should cease, and the duties be performed by the junior lieu- 
tenant. To effect this purpose, which W. M. L., conceives would be pro- 
ductive of considerable advantage to the executive branches of the service, 
the complement of all frigates and vessels under that class should be 
augmented by an additional lieutenant. 

“ A Friend to tUe Navv will perceive that he has been anticipated in 
his strictures upon “ a most disgraceffil document issued from the Coast 
Guard Office,'* which, we have reason toi believe, will be investigated and re- 
dressed in the proper quarter. ^ 

The inattention to soldiers' comforts, and the threatenings of the great 
destroyer, as manifested by marching a party [in Ireland, in Ihe month of 
February, dressed in white linen trousers, has called forth “ Attention.” 

We have no doubt that “ Plain Truth,” with such of our readers as 
may be acquainted with the fact, will he quite satisfied with the antidote 
contained in our hist Number to the letter entitled ** March of Intellect at 
Malta.” ^ 

Wo have devoted so many ** small spaces ’* to the subject of service decok 
rations, that wo can only revert to the subject in acknowledgment of the 
communications from An Old Sol#ier,” and “ W. JJ.” We, howevm^' 
freely insert the last paragraph of W. C.’s letter. “ I read with pleasufAK 
your Folyuary Number a letter relative to the establishment of a milita^ 
fund for the provision of officers .widows and orphans. It is a measure that 
deserves your most warm, early, and active advocacy, and its neglect is a 
reflection upon the service.” • 

“ H. Fr suggests, with reference to the letter from Sir Andrew Halliday 
upon tho establishment of a Naval and Military Lunatic Asylum, that 
sailors and soldiers labouring under this awful affiiction, should be provided 
for in a lunatic ward respectively at th#GreenWich and Chelsea Hospitals. 

“ A LOOK-OUT Man for the improvement of the Navy "recommends 
attention to the safety tubes for ships proposed by Mr. Ralph Watson, a 
model of which may be seen at the National Gallery for Patent InventLons, 
Adelaide-stroet, {Strand. • 

“ Fair Play” calls upoi^us to point out the impoasihility of a military 
H.P>i on full pay, attending ii} person in the councils of the state, without 
imposing his military duties on the other officers of the regjmcnt to which 
he may belong. It is a point of some nicety-^wo may^revert to it when 
^ times feyp such a discussion may be more favourablrthan the present. * 

“ Credb Mihi ” complains of the injustice sustained by old lieutenant- 
colonels in the appointment of tlvir juniors of that rank Jp be aidb-de-camps 
ta King, obtaining thereby the rank of colonel, and consequently passing 
over tfieir heads-^also of the privileges on the score of rank and promdtion 
conferred exclusively on officers belonging to the re{^ments of foot-guards. 

“ M. J.” deplores the* substitution of the blue frock coat, now worn in 
undress by officers of heavy cavaH*y, for tho jacket formbrlj^ in use? and also 
iSeposes to the inconvenience of the stiff forage cdp.” * 

*• F— K — ” asks why the d — 1 the clip lines of mounted in&iitry 

officers have been done away with ? • 

We entertain no doubt that Sir James Graham is duly impressed with 
the snail-like pace of promotion in the royalVarines, as illustm^ in the letter 
addressed to him by " An Officer of the Cores ok We 

must, howeveri^int out to *thq latter, that the clause wherein he states that, 

• . 2 n 2 . 
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TO REilDERS AKD CORRESPONDENTS. 


“ previously to any reduction bcinp; made in every other corps or regiment 
in the Kiiv? s service, it is, and always has been, an invariable rule to fill all 
vacancies,” Is conceived in error, as vve know to our cost 

To the following queries of “ W. P. T.,” we append replies : — 

‘Mst Is the sum arising from * fees payable to the public on military 
commissions’ annually credited in the public accounts? and if so under 
wha^ head ? ” 

“ 2nsl. What is the average annual amount of the sum arising from the 
deduction from every officer's pay made at the regimental agent's, under the 
head of ‘ poundage ; to what applied, and where laccounted for ? ” 

The fees arisiftg from military commissions are annually credited in the 
public accounts — thus — the principal portion is paid over to the secretaries of 
state, and credited in their office accounts towards the expenses of the office ; 
another proportion is disposed of in like manner in the War-oflico, and ap- 
pears in the printed army estimates of each session ; and the third portion 
(viz.) for stamps is paid to the Stan\p-office. 

No deductions have been made by regimental agents, under the head of 
“ poundage,” since 1797, when pay and arrears were consolidated. A sum 
is allowed by the public for agency. Editor. 

t 

NOTICES TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 

If we have again been compelled to postpone very many articles of acknow- 
ledged value, their contributors will, we doubt not, perceive that they have 
given place to subjects pressing for immediate discussion, or of historical 
interest to the United Service. We have wrought hard to briifg up the 
^rears of our Coijrespondence, whiAi still overllows, but which we hope to 
Sfftice materially, and to the satisfaction of our Correspondents, in our next 
Number. Considering the great masts of communications with which we are 
honoured, we again refer to the irapossibilily of our making specific, still less 
immediate replies to all — but we shall always endeavour to do so in sj)ecial 
cases. It would be a* great relief did our contributors retain copies of 
the minor articles sent to us, as much valuable time — wdiich, Heaven knows, 
we can ill sp^re — is lost in seeking and returning such papers ; yet we arc 
unwilling to destroy what may he precious in the eyes, at least, of the writer. 

H. will discover from the foregoing, if ho have not already done so, that 
delay does not always mean rejection. 

2 — Yes ; because, from experience, we feel confidence. 2 does not seem 
aware that in every former instance, as well as the last (in which wo did not 
fail to* recognize the source), wc exercised our privilege — evidently to the un- 
conscious satisfacti^ of 2. r 

I. W — . (Porchester) has been received, pnd remains for our early atten- 

tion. I. W— , will have perceived the unavoidable preoccupation of our late 
Numbers. •’ « 

Our old friend, Le C^, is on the roster for next month. Not-a comer, 
to be found as yet. 

We truftt G. (J^t. Helicr's) will not ascribe our Bilenc(rto a disregard of 
his communication, which has been noted for insertion every month since 
its receipt, though still unavoidably omitted. We shall at all times be happy 
to hear from G. upon ajfpropriate subjects. 

R.D.M. (Master ^of aB.M. S.) is rec^ested tb inform us if at present 
ashore. *Wo weife Enable to communicate with him before the period an- 
nounced for his,^ng to^a we shoRld be happy to do so, on ascertaining 
how* • 


N ot^ithst^ding the extent of our Reviews this month, a profusion of books 
and works of art await notice, w]uch t^ey shall feceivo, we ijust, in our next. 



EDITOR’S PORTFOLIO; 

OR, 

NAVAL AND MILITARY REGISTERS. 

AFFAIRS AT HOME AND ABROAD. 

Protracted debates in the House of Commons have retardsd the 
pressing business before Parliament. The Irish Disturbance Swppression 
Bill, although it has passed through a Committee of the House, has not 
yet become law. The clauses relating to trial by court-martial have been 
so changed and qualified, as to leave little of the characteiistics of that 
species of tribunal beside the profession of those to compose them. The 
efficacy of the remedy, if originally adapted to the desperate nature of the 
disease, has been allowed to evaporate in its preparation. Meantime, the 
evil becomes aggravated by delay and impunity. 

These topics and others of current concern to the service are treated at 
length in another part of this Number. , 

?n France, the preclicament of the imprisoned Duchess de Berri, stated* 
to be encemte, and the struggles of party for ephemeral power in the 
Chambers and Ministry, principally engross attention. 

An accommodation has been effected, by the mediation and demonstra- 
tions of France and Russia, though not conjointly, between the Porte and 
Ibrahim Pacha; Mehemet Ai^i refaining Syria — sr splendid conmjgst. 
Upon this occasion Russia has put herself forward as the voluntar^^o- 
tector arid ally of TuuKry, which power, in her de?adence, had no resource 
but to decide between the specious friendship of the former and the 
friendly menaces of the French, who carried their point; and the aid of 
Russia, which had dispatched a fleet and troops to the Bosphorus, was 
declined. The hollow truce of the antagonists of 1812 is not likely to be 
m6re firmly secured by this throwing of the handkerchief. 

The part played by England in tills obvious crisis of the great interests 
of the East, is inscrutable. Her fleet blockades the ports of a friendly 
nation ; and in seeking to ruin the commerce of Holland, obstructs her 
own. The Dardanelles, however, and the Bosphorus are exempt from 
her vigilance, and Russia or France may consummate their ambitious 
views, without fear of her intervention.” Temporti mutantiir. 

An attempt has been made to revive the spirits ofMiose interested in 
.the success of Don Pedro, by garbled accounts ^f a new victory obtained, 
on the 4th inst., over the forces of Don Miguel, with a loss {o the latter 
of 600 men. Itlippears that Gfenaral Sta. Martlia having, on account of 
ill-health, as it is staled, been superseded in the command of the Portu- 
guese forces *by San Lorenzo, the War Ministci^ the latter signalized his 
accession to command* by a combined recoinioissance on the position of 
the Pedroites, in the direction the Foz. ^ Having* effected his purpose, 
he retired ; — so says the Lisbon Giftette. *Adnfiral Sa«U)rius, it was said, 
had resigned his command — probably in disgust. 

In corroboration of the general impression as^o the desperate state of 
the invaders, we conclude wi^i the fol4>wing communication, which has 
just reached pur hands, fjrom a native correspondent IttPOpbuto, whose 
language is retained with slight altePTationa : — 
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Oporto, March 2d, 1833. 

Events hdve ftdly reali2ed my predictions ; Don Pedro is reaping the fruit 
of bis folly and ambition. He was led to believe by some flatterers that hisw 
presence in Portugal ‘'would suffice to conquer a crown, not for his daughter, 
but for himself; and now, to his great confusion, he is quite satisfied that the 
soldiers he ordered to be flogged at Rio Janeiro, for their desiring to be sent 
back to P<Mtugal, have not forgotten neither the lashes nor the executioner. 
The army of Don Miguel would have perhaps abandoned their master for 
Donna Maria, but never for Don Pedro. Even tiie courtiers and myrmidons 
of Don Pedro are fiow of opinion that his pretending to command an army, the 
first time he saw one in his life, was the real cause of the failure of the expedi- 
tion. All the sorties he planned failed ; and the ^rhec experienced by 
Solignac, on the 24th of January last, is also to bo attributed to Don Pedro 
and his Adjutant-General Valdez, who crossed the wise dispositions of the 
General. If Don Pedro’s ignorance i/i point of war has caused so many mis- 
fortunes, it is now proved that his usurping the Regency, the politic^,! discredit 
of the gentlemen he called to his council and ministry, his mean and des|K)tical 
behaviour agaii^^t tho.se who dared to protest and denounce his ambitious com- 
^ plots, to re-a&sume a crown he had abdicated three times ; his arbitrary and 
ill-timed subversion of all the ancient laws, were the only motucs that deter- 
mined a great number of Poituguese to stand by Don Miguel, instead of join- 
ing the partisans of Donna Maria, as they intended to do, if the expedition had 
landed under the’ command and direction of the patriotic leaders. 

Now, Mr. Editor, General Solignac, Sablanha, Stubbs, Pacheco, and some 
other patriots, are endeavouring to repair the faults and blunders made by Don 
Pedro and his staff; and would to G^,it be not too late, for the erioiny's con- 
firtHraSiation is already too solid, and is pretty w^ell flanked and garrisoned to be 
easily broken through ; Iv^t whatever may be the result, a battle sh^ll lij,c fought, 
depend upon it,'- a Culloden-day will give a cjowu ti> Donna Maria, or a tomb 
to her partisans, before Don Miguel may be able to take possession of our 
stiong entrenchments. Perhaps l>on Pedro will leave us before this day ar- 
rive® ; no matter, his absence will not be regretted. * 

This is, Mr. Editor, our situation — not a pleasant one— but in a civil war a 
trifle sometimes changes the face of a campaign. 

Encouraged by your kindness in admitting my first letters, I dare to forward 
you this to inform you of our affairs, and confess myself, 

Your most obedient Sen ant, 

PORTUBNSE. 


Panorama of th^ Siege of Antwerp.— Mr. Burford, the indefati- 
gable panoramist, has completed a panoramic representation of the Siege of 
Antwerp, painted fiom actual observation. The view is taken from an emi- 
nence iinmediately behincStne breaching battery — tlic time, the last day of 
the siege, immediately before the firing cea»ed. We took advantage (rf a pri-* 
vate view ofi the Panoramj^, which appears ^f’aithful, and exhibits the usual 
skill of the pointer in* producing effect; tlftough, from local circumstances, not 
to the. same extent as wc have observed in former exhibitions of q simifar cha- 
racter by the same artisU The (^scurity of the atmosphere- the proximity 
of the breaching battery to the high walls of tho place— and the comparative 
tameness oS the opijrations, which have, it were, an air of languor and 
exhaustion‘towards^e final mohieut, tend to diminish the expected spirit of 
the scene; while ffie ** bloodshed and battery” department is hardly marked 
enough for the taste of amateurs and ladies who like horrors. 

. * dbscfve that the “ Description” ^awu up to explain the view 

IS principally taken fi:om this Joumsfi. 
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N^al and MilivaBt Libba&y 
anh MusEUM.‘~-llie Anniversary ge- 
neral meeting of this institution took 
place on Saturday the 3d of March; 
the particulars are detailed in the 
prints re|K)rt, since circulate by 
the Council Plans of the building, 
BOW ia progress of alteration and re- 
pair, in Middle Scotland-yard, White- 
xwll, have also been put iuto circula- 
tion ; an account of this grant from 
the government has appeared in a 
^rmer Number. The report states that 
it will be out of the builder* s hands by 
the 10th of May. We shall give the 
^rliest intimation of the period when 
it will re-open for the use of the mem- 
bers ; and on that occasion we may 
again urge on the attention of the ser- 
vico, the utility and importance of the 
institution. We shall meanwhile con- 
tinue our practice of inserting, as op- 
portunities of spac^otfer, tlie continued 
additions to its various departments. 

Contributions received since*our last 
publicati^ t — 

MODEL BOOM. 

Capt. Hon. Atwt. Jom*a, R N.— Modol of a ftoat 

Capt. U. p. II, Ross, C.B , R,N. ('apt<im<Super-A 
intendent of Plymoulh Dock Yaid.— of 
Plymoutli Breakwater; Model of a Shoef Hulk, 
with double Sliecrs. 

Litmt. Claudius Hhaw, h. p. A. A.— Model of the 
City of Edinburgh, made flora a map of a survey 
by himself. 

LIBRARY. 

TThe Right TTon. the Ixirds Commissioners of 
the Admiralty, through Capt. F. Beaufort, R.N.,^ 
Hydrogrupher. — The follow lug Charts, &c. pub- 
lished by the Admiralty : — Strnilof Magellan, and 
Directions; MiBhrd Haven; Nassau Harbour; 
Fleeraing and Six Shilling llaibour, to supersede ; 
Ilaibour of Valentia; English Channel, E. of 
Beacliy Head; Schelde, Flushing to Antwerp; 

E Schelde.Roonijiot to Bergen op.Zf|pm ; Ostende, 
Inner Roads; Entrance of the SeTielde ; Texol 
and Helder Channels, to hU|iorsede; North Sea 
Directions; British Light Houses; Abbreviations 
for Charts ; Directions, Bor of Bayonne ; Tables of 
Distances and Heights; Chagrus, to supersede: 
Navy Bay, or Bay of Limon, to supersede. 

Sir James M'Giegor, Bart , M D , Director Gen. 
of Arnyr Hospitals. — Major-Gen. Stew ait's Letu»r 
to the Directors of the East India Compaii/. I voL 
4<b.; History of the MarliatU War, 1 vol. 4to. ; 
MooFs Nariattve. 1 vol. 4to.; Campaigns of the 
Duko of Mftrlbdrough, i \ol. 8v o. ; Seaile on 
Cholera, pamphlet, 8vo. ; Observations on Colonel 
Napier’sillsrory ohhe PeniusukirWar, pamphlet; 
Sir Ai^ue Donkin’s Letter on the Cape §i Good 
n(^, pamphlet. 

* Capt. W. Ramsay, R.N.— Elf mens <le G ^ometrll, 
avec do8 Notes, par A M. I.egendio, 1 vol. 8vo. 

Lieut -Colonel W. Campbell, late 23d Regt.— 
Three Copies of the Standing Orders as jnven out 
q,nd enforced by the late M^or-Generj4 Rolieit 
Craufurd. for the uae of the Light Division daring 
the yaare 1809, 10. and 11, then serving finder his 
cotamiBnd in the vmy of the Dukeof Wojlio^oOj 
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edited by Brevet Major W. OatBid)ell, t3d Regt. 
late D. A Q. M. Gen. to the Lii;nt Division, and 
Ci^. fihavr, 4Sid Regt. late A.^. C. to General 
Grauihrd. ISmo. London, iSl4. • 

Master Charles Piazai Smyth.- Description of 
some Fossil Bones of the Plinoaaurus (aeoumpa- 
nied by Sketches of tUb saine),'lbuAd near Bediord 
in January, 1833. 

Tiio Committee of the Society of Arts and Sci- 
ences — Part 1. of vol. 49 of the TransaAtioM of 
the Society, 

Board of Ordnance.— Nos, 36 kdR 61 of the 
Ordnance Map in continuation of the TiignnoilMi- 
tricai Survey of Great Briteln. 

Lieut. A.T.l^llloch. R^.—- 7S NumVers of Mai- 
tyn’s Dietior.ary of Natural Ilistory ; an Enjnav- 
ing of the Roman. Urn found in CailiRm wood* 
near Woolwich, 1809. 

Mrs. Forster. — Pursh's Flora of North Amerfen, 

S vois. 8vo. 1814. 

Capt. J. Mangfes, R.N.— ’Travels in Egy^ 
Nubia. Syria, and Asia Minor, by the Hon. C.L. 
drby and J. Mangles, Commanders in the Royal 
Navy, 1 vol. 8vo. 

Capt. Macaulay, R.E. — Description of Obnatse- 
loup (lu Louhat'e System of^Fortifleatien. as exe- 
cuted at Alessandria, by an officer of the Corps of 
Royal Engineers. 

General Fiud. Maitland. — Copy made by him-n 
self of the Survey of the Island of Murtiuifpie by 
the French Engineers, which was vended by the 
English Engineers wheu the i&land was in our 
possession. 

8. Read, Estp Foreman at Chatham DockYard. 
— •Memoir on a New Armament for 42 and 46-gun 
frigates. puin|>blct; Oliservations illustrative of 
^tUe aiiuvc. paraphlpt, by S. Read, one of tjb® Fore- 
Tmen ol‘Chalh.un Dork Yard, and formerly of the 
* School of Naval ArcliRccture. 

W. M. Hollis, Esq.— Marii Dettial RecfflRroiinB 
Mathematicarnin, 1 vol. folio, 1699. 

Society of Anuquaiies of Scotland. — Account of 
the Society of Antiquaiiesof Scottand.by Smejlie, 
F S.A , 2 v-ols. 4to. 1782 and 1784 ; Archmologia 
Scotica, 6 vol«n and ports from 1792 to 1831, 

Ma]oi- H Skelton, late I9th Light Ttr.sgoons. — 
Military Mancemios, containing the Order'*, &c. 
of the reuow ned General Wolfe, 1 vol. 8vo, ITJO. 

Lieut A. B. Beeher, tt.N.— The Nautical Magai> 
ziue, vol. i. 8v o. 1832. 

MUSEUM. 

Capt. Hon. Alex. Jones, R, N. — A Box of 
Shells. 

Capt. A. Maedon.nld. h p. 62<i Regt. — An Aab 
Shield, usM In a Chief of Banditti. • 

Lieut. H P Dicken, 11, N.- A stuffed Ant-Eater ; 
ditto Pelic.ui; dilW Fish from Jamaica; threo 
Buttles contaiuing vaiioiis Specimens in sjurits. 

ComraanderF i ed. Rogers, R.N.— An Axe formed 
of bi ass, used in w ar b]^ IhAneient Britons, found' 
ia Ooniwtill. _ 

Major H. W, Gordon, R A.— A MarWe Statue of 
Bhudda, fiuni Raiigonu, 3tt. 7in. high. 

Major Cole, b. p late 45th Ri^, — Bow and Ar- 
rows used tha South Sea lilandRs. 

Mr. John Nutland.— An \MC|^u Pipe which be- 
longed to Boo-Buckcv-Hoo-Khakiom, commanding 
the party of Arabs that eseoited thcMissum under 
Di^Oiidney, Cant. Clapj^rton, and Major Den- 
ham, from Tiinoli, to El Kanemy, Shmkh of Bor- 
noii, in 1822-23 • 

Commander M. ft. sweny, R.rf. — A nununing- 
Blrd’sNcst.econta ninstwo y<Hia| ones; bunch 
nrti^ial Moss Rbs^, made with fihells and 
moss. 

The late Incut. M. H. Iloctor, 69th Regt. — A 
Javanese Kris, scabbardfthoathoilwlth gold. blade 
B|^d handle richly omamentod* 

Lknt Edvv. Garrett, RJL:-A SHake eoutained 
in a bottle* • • 
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Cwt. Peter Rainier, B.N.— Two Sea Gulls and 
two Tefns, shot in the Tag^is. 

Capt John Sipyth, R.E.— A small Allieator: an 
Armadillo; Wdmoee Hive; a Bird's Nest, bird 
iinknovvn (siijiposed small owl), formed of the 
cotton of the silk-cotton tree, and taken from the 
interior of the roof of a sui^r boiling house; Nest 
of a Huraminff Bird ; six Sections of Nest of com- 
mon American Wasp ; Specimens (if Gum of the 
lliuivaljjally; ditto of the Sliuuu, orCri'epor of the 
Booaric. 

John Ports. Esci g. M. 25th Rcgt.— Skin of an 
Alligator. 

James Baikie, Esq R.N.— A Snuff-Box made 
ftom an oak-bcam of Xnk Minster, after the fire 
of 1829. 

Capt. W. P. Cumb>-, C. B , R N.-Two speci- 
mens of Fossil Fish, from Hoighington, county of 
Durham. 

Lieul.A.T.Tulloch.R.N.— ARonianUm, found in 
Carlton a ood, Woolwich ; a Coin found at the some 
time and place (1809) ; a part of the sliip *'Fame’* 
(a South Sea WliaJer), pierced by the horn of tht/ 
Sea Unicorn ; a Staff carried in front of the Chiefs 
of New Zealand in their processions; a speoimen 
of Cloth made by natives of Madagascar. 


Capt. John Norton, late 34th Regt— " Thd 
Chuclcer,” a quoit-shaped missile, used by the 
Mahrattas anti other natives of the East Indies. 

Lieut.-Col. Oldfield, R. E,— Model of a Canoe, 
made by an Esquimaux. 

Licut.-CoL AV\ Busli.— A Guinea of the reign of 
Queen Anne. 

Capt II. S. Hodges, late 7tli Drs,.— Fifty Greek 
and Roman Coins (copper). 

Capt R. Inncs.h. p. 2d Drs. — A Talisman w'Orn 
by an Arab Chief, and presented by him to N. S. 
Baldwin, Es(|. late Consul-General of Egypt. 

Major H. Skelton, late 19th Drs. — A llullut 
found by Mn^r Skelton on the Plains of Abraham, 
near Quebec. 

Ohailes Wray, Esq. Chief Justice British Gui- 
ana — A Tulie and Arrows used by the Indians of 
the Demetary and Esseiiuibu Rivers for shooting 
small birds. 

Rear-Admiral Mr Thomas Baker, K.C.B.— A 
largo cose containing Entomological Specimens 
from the Brazils, many of which are rare and 
valuable; a Pair of Horns of the " Cligbock,” 
Cape of Good Hope. 


List of Flag Officers who have received the Appointment Off General Officers 
IN TUE Royal Marines since thp. first Kstadlisiiment. 


Generals. 

1760 Hon. E. Boscawen 

1761 Hon. John Forbes 

1790 Earl Howe . 

I T H ti i Sio n. S. Barrington 
1800 Lord Bridport 
1814 Earl St. Vincent 
1823 Duke of Clarence 
1830 Sir R. Bickorton 
1832 Lord De Saumarez, present 

General, ‘ 


Liiut.-Genfrji.l8. * 

1760 Sir C. Saunders 
1776 Sir H. Pilliser 
1780 Sir Thonw s Pye 
1786 Hon. S Barrin^n 
17H? Lord Bridport 
1800 Earl St. Vincent 
1814 Sir R- Onslow , 

1818 Sir R. Bickerton 
1830 Blr Sydney Smith, present 
’ Lieut.-Geaeral. ' 


Major-Generals. 
Established 1794,^,.afler Lord 
Howe's Victory, 1st of June. 
1794 Sir Alan Gardner 

1809 liord ColUngwootL 

1810 Sir R. Bickerton 

1821 Sir G. Cockbitln, present 
Major-OencroL 


List of Captains of the Royal Navy who have received the Appointment of 

CoiX)NEL OF the RoYAL MaRINSS, SINCE THE FIRST RbTADLlSHMENT. 


1769 Sir Piercy Brett 
Hon. A. Kep|>ol 
Lord Howe 

1762 Sir T. Stanhope 
Hon.^A. Ilervey 

1769 Hugh Pigot 

1770 Hon. S. Barrington . 

1776 Thomiis Graves * 

Robert Digby 

1777 Joshua Rowfeyi 

1779 John Elliot ^ 
Hod. B. Walsingham 
WiUlam Hothain 

1780 Sir John Lindsay 

1787 Pliilip Coitoy 

George Bowyer ‘ 
Hon. W. C^JrnwaUis 

1790 Sir H. Parker 

1793 Hon. G. Murray 
Robert Linxee 
Sir James Wallace 

April • •' • 

1794 Hon. W* ‘Waldcgrayn 
Thomas Pringle ^ ‘ 
Sir Roger Curtis 

JnTy , 

1704 William Young 
J ames Gambler 
Lord If. SeymduF 

1796 Horatio Nelson 

UniL T« I'akcnliam 


Hon. G, Berkeley 
1797 Sir A. S. Douglas 

J. Duckworth, vice Douglas, 
deceased 

1799 E. Thorubnrough 
Sir W. G. Faille 
Sir James Saumarez ] « 
1801 William Domett 

Sir Edward Pellew * 

Sir T. Truubridgo 

1804 George Martin 

Sir Ricliord Strachan 
Sir W. S. Smith 

1805 R.G. Kc.itcs 

f Edward Buller ^ 

Hon. Robert Stopferd 
I 8 O 7 William I.echmerc 
Thomas Foley 
KI 8 O 8 Charles Boyle 
' Sir T! Williams 

William Hargood 
Robert Moorsom * 
lfi09 Henry Corzon 
Sir G. Hamilton 
1810 Ren. Hallowel 
J Geo. J. Hoi>e '* 

LordA.Beauclerk 
J. N. MoitU * 

18U W. J. ffopc t 

I ord H. Paulet 
George Cockbum • 

18U T. H: Linze? 


1812 Piiltney Malcolm 
C. V. Penrose 
James Bisset 

H. C. Fleming 

1813 Hon. H, Hothum 
George Burlton 
Sir J. Rowley 
Edwanl Codrington 

1814 W. T. Lake 
W. C. Fahie 
Sir George Eyre 
John Talbot 

1819 W'. 11. Broui^toii ' 

Sir Edward Derry 
Wiyjam Prowse 
Thomas Baker . 

1821 Thomas Harvey/ vico 
Broughton, dec. 

Askew Ilollis 
e Sir Edward Owen 
Georae Scott 
Sir Tiiomas Hardy 
1825 L. Hardyman • 

Edward Brace 
Sir J. Brenton 
T. W. Austin 
1830 Wmiam Skipsey 
H. F. P. Digby 
Sir C. Cole 

Hon. Bj, P. Bouveriei pre- 
sent Colonel. 
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A RETURN OF ALL VESSELS LOST THROUGH SHIPWRECK IN THE 
ROYAL NAVY since January 1, 1816, to the latest period the same can be made 
out ; stating likewise the Lives that were Preserved, and the PhiAs where the 
Vessels were severally Lost. 


Names of Vessels. 


Phoenix 

Dominica (scb.) . . 
Whiting (sch.) . . . 

Gomus 

Briseis 

Tay 

Bermuda 

Ulisletoe (tender). 

Jasper 

Telegraph 

Alceste 

Julia 

Martin 

Porcypine 

Shark 

Carron 

Speedwell, R.C . • . 

Erne 

Vigilant, R.C, , . . 
Hardwick, R.C. . . 
Sprightly, R.C.. . . 

Couhanco 

Drake*. . . ^ 

Ranger, R.C 

Racehorse ....... 

Arab 

Columbine 

Dwarf 

Delight 

Partridge 

Fury 

Algerine 

Martin 

Magpie 

Nimrod 

Cynthia 

Hearty (packet) . . 

Redwing 

Cambrian 

Union (sch.) 

Parthian 

Acorn 

Contest . 

Jasper 

Red pole (packet) . 

Khngaroo . 

Nightingale 

Ariel (packet) . . . . 
Myrtle (packet) . . 

Thetis 

Monkey (tender) . 

Recruit (packet).. 


Lives preserved. 


Where lost, and when. 


All 

•None ; never heard of. . 

All 

Do. 

Do 

Do 

Do 

None 

[None ; except Capt.CaO 
[rew, who was on shore jj 

All 

Do 

20 out of 84 

All 

Do 

Do 

Do., except 18 

All 

Ho 

Do 

Do 

Do 

( None, except live men J 
\who were not on bfeard j| 

All, except 20 

I None, except seven men ) | 
Iwho were not on board/] 

All, except five 

None ; never heard of . • 

All, except two 

All 

None ; never heard of. . 

All 

Do 

None ; never heard of. , 
Do. do. 

Do. except two 

All 

Do 

None ; never heard of. . 
Do. do. 

All 


Do. except six 

All . 

None ; never heard of. . 
Do. do. 

All 


None ; hever heard of. 


All. 

Do.. 


None ; never heard of » . 

AU .• 

Do. except 20 .9 . . . . 

All .• 


None i never heard of. . 


Port Chesme, near Smyrna, 181^ 

On her passage to the W. In4ies, 1816. 
Padstow Bay, Sept. 15, 18 LG. 

Coast of Newfoundland, Oct. 24, 1816. 
West Indies, Nov. 6 , 1810. 

Gulf of Mexico, Nov. 11, 1816. 

Near Tampico Bar, Nov. 16, 1816. 

Off Brighton, Jan. 1817* 

In Plymouth Sound, Jan. 20, 1817* 
Ditto, ditto. 

Straits of Caspar, Feb. 8, 181 7* 

At Tristan d'Acunha, Oct. 2, 181 7* 
West Coast of I reland,* Dec. 8, 1817* 
Bahamas, 1817* 

Port Royal Harbour, Jan. 3, 1818. 

Bay of Bengal, July 6, 1820. 

Near Fraserburgh, Feb. 1, 1810. 

Off Cape do Verd Islands, June 1, 1819. 
In Torbay, Dec. 1819. 

Dundriim Bay, Oct. 1820. 

Blacknor (Portland), Jan. 1821. 

Coast of Ireland, i^pril, 1822. 
Newfoundlai^, June 23, 1822. 

Hasbro* Gap, Oct. 13, 1822. 

Off the Isl^of Man, Dec. 14, 1822. 
Coast of Ireland, Dec. 1823. 

Island of Sapienza, Jan. 25, 1824. 
Kingstown Harb., Dubl., Mar. 3, 1824. 
Olf the Mauritius, 1824. 

Island of Ulic, Nov. 1824. 

Polar Seas, Aug. 5, 1825. 

Foundeiediii the Mediterranean, 1826. 
East Indies, 1826. 

Off (’uba, Aug. 27, 1026. • 

Off Holyhead, .Jan.. 1827. 

Barbadoes, \S2f. 

West Indies, 1827. 

On the Coast of ^ricft, 1827* 

Off Carert)Qpsa, 1828. • 

I Off Rose Island, New Providence, Mar. 
\ 17 , 1828. 

Olf the Coast of ]Qgypt, Mky 15, 1828. 
(h)ast of North America, k628. 

Ditto, ditto. 

Santa MaiAa, Oct. 11, 1828. 
[Returning to England from the Bra- 
[ zils, 1828. S • • 

fOn the Hogstier, off Cubai Dec. 18, 

\ I85p. ^ 

Off South Yarmouth, Feb. 7i 1829. 

Off the Co^stof N. Anaer. 1828 or 1829. 
Coast of North America, April 3, 1829. 
Un Cape Frio, Dec. ^1830. 

Bar of Tampico, Mayl3, 1831. 

/ Oil the passage from Halifax to Eng- 
I , land, 1832. 
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STAFF AND DISTRIBUTION OF TH» KINO’S FORGES AND TIJOBE 
OF THE EAST INDIA COMPANY ON THE BENGAL 
ESTABLISHMENT. 


OSNSA4Jj STAFF. 

His Ezcelleney’ General Sir Edwa^ 
Barnes, G.C.B., Cominander-m-Chief in 
Indi^. — Maj.-G^. James Watson, C.B. 

Presidency Div. ; Maj.-Geu. Sir 
S F.Witiinghain, K.C B.andK.C.H. (do.), 
Meevutt Div. ; Maj.-Gen. Str J.W. Adams, 
K.C.B., Sirhind dV). ; Brig. -Gen. G. Car- 
penter, Gawiipore, do. ; Bnt(.-Gen. John N. 
Smith, Sani'or, do. ; Brig -Gen. J. O’Hal- 
loraii, C. B., Dmapore, do. 5 Brig.-Gen. 
Martin White, Benares, du. j Brigadier 
David Ximenes, (H M.S.) Moerutt; Briga^ 
dier John Dauiell, (II.MS.) Cawnporc; 
Brigadier J. Burnet, C.B., Eastern frontier ; 
Brigadier J. R. Lumley, Meywar field 
force ; Brigadier E. P. Wilson, Rajpootaaa 
field force ; Brigadier Wm. Richanla.O.B., 
Agra and Mttttra frontier ; Brigadier A. 
Duncan, Malwah field force ; Brigadier R. 
Patton, C.B., Oude; BiigadierC. Browne, 
'C.B., Dnm Duni ; Brigadier G. R. Penny, 
Barrackpore ; Bngadiei Col. C. S. Fagan, 
0.^., Rohilcund; Bngadier Kdm. Cart- 
wright, Delhi; Com. Gar. Lieut .-Geneiyil 
Be^et Marley, Alla^iabad; Lieut.-Col. W . 

L. Bird, Buxar ; Agra (no appoint- 
ment) ; Col. Kobeit Tonteiis, C.B , Adj.* 
Oen. of the King’s Troops ; Col. Sir Jere- 
miah Dickson, K.O.B , Qr.-Mas.-Gen. of 
do. J Major Geoige Bnn^ow, Brigade- 
Major of do. 

FEBSOMAl. STAFF TO TUB RlOIlT. HON. THE 
OOVEUNOn-UBNEUAI.. 

Thos. Pakenham, Ksq., Private Secre 
tary; Capt. Rich. Benson (11th N. I.), 
Mdit ary Secretary and Aide-de-camp ; 
Major Hugh CaUfwell j(49th N. I.), Ca|»t. 
Henry JVlausell (H.M. I4th Foot), Capt. 
Ant. Troyer (H. M. S.), Cajit. E. Ross 
(H. M. 54th Fool), John Byrne 

(H.M.S.) Aides-de-Camp ; Surgeon John 
Turner. . 

FEnSOIIAL STAFF TO HlS El^lS.T.EKCY THE 
OOHII ANDB R-IN -C^ BF. 

Lieiit.-Col. C. H. Churchill (H.M.S.), 
Military Secretafy %nnd AWe-de-Cainp ; 
Lieut. W. M. Ramsay (62d N. 1.), Persian 
Interpreter and Aide-de-Camp ; Lieut. R. 
Fawkes (M.M.S.) ; Lieut W. E F.B{irnes, 
(H.M.S.)} Assist^Surg. A. Wood, M.D. 
(do.), Sur^on. • ^ 

QU AllTKtt-RAStBtttfJiJfERAL’lf DEFAHTMENT. • 

Col. Robert Stevetisoii, C.B.,^^r.-Ma8.- 
Gm, Presidency ^ lAeut.*Goh E. Barton, 
,lkn. do., Cawnnere ; M^or J. N. Jackson, 
N. I., Assio^ do.^ Presidmy ; ^pt, 
p GantttGi, 3m do. do. KocnatO^ 


"Dep.-Assist.-Qr.-Masters-Gen., 1st class ; 
Capt. R. Bercher, 62d N. 1., Cawupore: 
Capt. F. C. Robb, 22d do., Saugor ; Lieut* 
Thos. Fislier, 48th do., Sylhet ; Capt. J. 

G. Drummond, 6th do. 

Do. do , 2d class : Capt. John Patan, 
58th do ,,Neemuch. 

adjutant-genkral’s department. 
Lieut.-Col. W, S. Beatson, 10th L. C., 
Adj.-Geii. of the Army; Major W. Pas- 
more, 19th N. I., Dep. do.; Capt. P. 
Craigie, 38th do., Assist, do. 

Assistants Adjutant-General.-— Capt. J. 

H. M'Kinlay, ()3d N. I., Cawnpore divi- 
sion ; Capt. D. D. Anderson, 29th do,, 
Sirhind do.; Capt. G. D. Stoddart, 8th 
L. C., Meerut^ do. ; Capt. R, Bayldon, 71st 
N. 1., Benares do. 

Deputy Assistants Adjutant-General. — 
Capt. N. Penny, 69th N. I., Diiia 4 )are; 
Piesidency (no ap|il>intment) ; Capt. J. D- 
Doiigljis, 53d do , Saugor. 

Brigade-Majors. — Capt. E. A. Camp- 
bell, 3d L. C., Meerutt ; Capt^ 11. Hay, 2d 
do., Rohilcund ; Lieut. C. D. Dawkins, 2d 
L.C., Meywar field force ; Capt. D. Thomp- 
son, 56th N. L, Muttm; Rajnoota'na field 
force (no apiMiintment) ; Capt: W . Parker, 
loth L. C., Malwah field force ; Capt. J. 
Fitzgerald, 1st L. C.n Oude; Ca)>t. W. 
Ramsey, 41st N. I.,, Delhi ; Capt. L. N. 
Hull, 16th do., Cawnpore ; Lieut. W, G. 
Cooper, 7 1 st do , Barrackpore ; Kastern 
frontier (no ajqxiintment); Lieut. Wm. 
Kdm. Hay, Euro. Hegt., Agra ; Lieut. 
Alfred Arabin, 7th N, 1. ; Lieut. R. Willie, 
6tb N. I. 

AUDITOU-OENERAl/s DEPARTMENT. 

Col. J. A. P. MacGregor, 54th N. I., 
Militaiy* Auditor-General ; Major W. Ken- 
neily^ blh do , Deputy do. ; Capt. B. Arm- 
strong, 73d do., 1st Assist. Military And. 
Gen. ; Cupt. li. B* Henderson, 8th do., 2d 
do. do. 

FAY DBPAHTIIENT, ' 

I^ieut. Jas. Higginson, 58th N.I., Pay- 
* master, Pres., &c. . 

Deputy-Paym asters ^-—Jlmor J. Thomp- 
son, 31st N. I., Dinapore ; Lieut. H. Clay- 
ton, 4th Gav., Benares ; Capt. H. L* 
Wi'rrall. 1st do., Cawnpore ; Capt. W. 
Turner, 54th N. I., Muttra; Lieut* 
Hun. H. Gordon, 23d du., Meerutt; Capt. 
J. Fagan, 9th do^ Rajpootano. 

F amdy Money find Native Peasioners.— 
Caph R. W. PogEDO, 47th N. 1.^ Agent for 
Fanily Money, Barrackpore; Paytn, of 
Foiviioo8*ia Oiide (noa^^ouitmotit); Liovt, 
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B. Bmavt,5Hi df>., Pa5rtt. Nat, Pens., 
Allababad ? Capt. J. Ho^i,«r3d do., do. 
do^ Hani)per ; Capt. A. ^l(Uo, 47th do , 
Sup. and Payin. of inv. for tho stations of 
Benares, Dinapore, and Monghyr. 

JUDGB aOVOnATE-GBNBnAl.*8 DRPARTVBNT. 

Lieiit^Col. Sir J. Bryant, Kt., 65th N.l , 
Judge-Advocate-G^eral. 

Deputies Judge- Advocate General.— 
Capt. Nath. Jones, 57th N. I., Cawnpore 
division ; Capt. J. S. H. Welton, 3Ut 
do., Memitt do.; Capt. W. Hough, 48th 
do., Sirhind do. ; Lieut. R. J. H. Birch, 
17th do., Presidency do. ; Lieut. C. G. 
Ross, I9th do., Neemuch do.; Capt. T. 
Angelo, 7th L. C., Dinapore do. ; Capt. 
Charles Rogers, 20th N. I., Saugor do. 

SURVfiYOU-QBNEltAL’s DKPAUTMENT. 

Capt. J. Kverest, Artillery, Surveyor- 
General; Capt. Jas. Bedford, 48th N. 1., 
Depaty do. • 

COMMISSARIAT DEPARTMENT. 

Lieut.- Col. Sir R. H. Ciinliffe, Knt., 
Commissary-Geoeial,* Presidency ; Major 
H. Edm. Peach, Deputy Commissarj-Gen., 
Gawnpore. 

Assistant Commissaries General, 1st 
Class— Major Johi( Taylor, 19th N. I., 
Meerutt ; CapL W. Barnett, 53d do.,Nvs- 
seerab&d; Capt. W. Burton, 4th Cap., 
Cdwnpore.* 

2d Class. — Capt. J. Satchwell, 29tliN. I. 
(Timber Dept.), Bareilly ; Capt Jas. Par- 
sons, 50th do.. Supervisor Hissar Est. ; 
Capt. W. J.*Thompson, Pith do. Kurnaul. 

Deputy Assistant Cominissarics-General, 
Ist Class, — Capt.Wm. Gregory', 61st N. I., 
Saugor div, ; Lieut. *Geo. Huish, ‘26th do., 
Benares ; Lieut. Cluis. J. Lewes, 50th do., 
Mhow; Capt. F. T. Boyd, 65th do., His- 
sar Est. 

2d Class. — Capt. F. Hawkins, 38th do., 
Presidency div.; Lieut. H. R. Osborne, 
54th do., Agra; Capt. W. J. <iairduer, 
14th do., Dacca. ^ • 

Sul)-Assistaiit Commissaries General. — 
Lieut. ». WilUams, 45th N, 1., Arracon ; 
/iieut. Hvnry *Doveton, 4th do., Berham- 
pore; Lieut. W. Brownlow, 46th do., Alla- 
habad; Lieut. F. li Oldfield, 25th do., 
Bareilly ; Lieut. W- ^oley, 10th do.. Nee* 
much ; Lieut. Alex. Watt, 27th do., Cawn- 
pore ; Lieut. James Raipsay, 35th do., 
Meeruti; Capt. J. G. Tud^r, 46th do.; 
Lieut, a Haldane, 32(1 do. ; Liei^ R. 
^yoodR-ard, 2d do. ; Lieut. W. J ones, Jd do.^ 

DEPARTMENT OP PUBLIC WORKS. 

Lower Provinces. — Lieut.-Col. R.Tic- 
kell, Eng. Superintendent ; Capt. W. R. 
Fitzgerald, -do., ex-officer, Fort Wuliam ; 
Caht, J.IL Colnett, 17th N. I., barr. iflaster, 
do. 5 Capt. J, 


lit or Dusa DumiHv.; 2tl or Berhampore 
do. (no appointment) ; Capt J. H. War- 
ner, Pension, assist, at Bauletn ; Capt. W m. 
Sage, 48th N. 1., do. 3d or Dinapore, do.; 
Lieut. W. H . TerraReaii, 24th N. I. do. 1 8tli 
or Dacca, do.; Capt. H. R. Murray, 73d do. 
assist, at Butrissaul. 

North Western PaoviNCRs.—fMajor 
J. Taylor, Kng. Supeiinteiident^ Capt.J. 

T. Boileau, do., ex-officer 1 0th or Agra 
div. ; Capt. R. M*Mulliii, 44th N. I. do. I Tth 
orMeeruttydo. ; Lieut. fV.H. Graham, Eng. 
assiht. do. do. ; Lieut. H. Goodwyn, do., ex- 
officer, 12th or Kurnaul do.; Lieut. F. Ab- 
bott, do. do., Neemuch, do.; Lieut. B.Y. 
Reilly, do. do., 13th or Raj pool ana, do. ; 
Lieut. J. W. Robertson, do., do. Mliow do. ; 
Capt. H. De Bude, do. garr. and ex. officer 
Delhi, do. 

Centra!. Provinces.— Superintendent 
(no appointment) ; do. 4th or Ghazeepoie 
div. (noapjwintmeDt); Ca|>t. W« Grant, 67tli - 
N. I. do. 5th or Secrole do. ; Capt. E. J. 
Smith, Eng. ex. officer, 6th or Allahabad 
do.; Kdw. Sanders, do. do. 7th or Cawn- 
pore do. ; Lieut G. T. Greene, do. do. 8th 
or Rohilcund do. ; 9th or Biindlecund do. 
(no appointment); Lieut. W. Buttanshaw, 
Jlh N. I. do. 1 4th or Saugor (lo» ; Lieut. E. 
Swetenham, Eng dm Kenuieon 
Cuttack Province. — Major J. dneape, 
•Eng. SuperintefMcnt ; Capt. W\ Bell, Art. 
Ex. officer, Buinlwan road ; Capt. G. A. 
Vetch, 54th N. 1., Sup. Burdwan new road. 

ST^JD DEPARTMENT. 

Capt. Edw. Gwatkin, 13th N. 1., Super- 
intendent general provinces; Capt. John 
Mackenzie, 3d L. C. do. Haupper; Capt. 

^ as. Perboufe, 50th N.L do. Hissar; Vet. 
Surgeons ; ’ , general provinces ; J. 

T. Hodgbon, Haupper ; F. Rogers, Hissar. 


STATIONS or THE REGIMENTS. 

MIS MAJgSl'i^S TRdOFS. 

3(1 Light Dragoons, Meerutt ; 16th Lan- 
cers, Cawnpore ; 3d or B\jffs, Berhampore ; 
13th foot, Dinapore ; *l6lh do. Chyisurah ; 
26th do. Mtiffiitt ; 31st do, Kurnaul; 38th 
do. Ghazepore ; 44th do. Cawnpore ; 49th 
do. Fort W’^ilbam. • 

company’s trooAi. 

1st Light Cavalry, Nusseerabad ; 2d do. 
Neemuch ; 3u do. Sultanpoie (Beiiiares) ; 
4th do. Kurnaul 1 5th do. Mutha; 6th do. 
Cawnpore ; 7 th oh. Hi how ; Bth da Cown- 
poro ; 9th do. 10th do. Cuniaul. 

* horse artiiiery. 

1st Brig. ^ Eur. 72ro<^ Meemtt and 
Dima Dum ; 1 Nat. do. 5mrutt ; Brig. 
3 Eiur. Troops, CawDpajR and Meemtt ; 1 
Not. do. Lo^anah} od Bng. 3 Eur, 
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Troops, Kuniaul. Mhow, and Muttra; 1 
Nat. do. Ne|much. 

F%OT ARTIl.I.ERY. 

1st Battalion £ur., Scciole (Bcmares); 
Dinnapore, Mhow, ind Saiigor; 2d do. 
Nusseorabad, Meerutt, and Kurnaulj 3d 
do. Qawnnore and Allahabad ; 4th do. Diim 
Bum ; 5^h do. Agra and Burn Bum ; 6th 
Batt. Golundauze, or Native.', Cawnporc, 
Neoinuch, and Bullii; 7lh Batt. Goluii- 
dauze, Cawnpoie a^d Bum Bum. 

INFANTRY. 

European Regiment (right and left wing), 
Binapore; 1st Native Infantry, Futteh 
Gurh; 2d do. Binapore; 3d do. Nusseer- 
abad ; 4th do. Sangor; 5ih do. ditto ; 6th 
do. Allahabad and Juaupore ; 7th do. Go- 
riickpore ; 8th do. Kurnaul ; 9th do. Agra; 
10th do. Cawnpore ; ilih do. Chittagong ; 
12th do. Lucknow; 13th do. Barreilly; 
14th do. Loodianah; 15th do. Shujehon- 
pore and Mooradabad; 16th do. Mhow; 
irth do. Nusseerabad ; 18th do. Baitool; 

1 9th do. Barrackpoore ; 20th do. Seeta- 
pore (Oude) ; 21 st do. Cawnpore ; 22d do. 
Lucknow ; 23 d do. Kurnaul ; 24th do. 
Bernares; 25th do. Arracan; 26th do. 6ur- 
rawarah and Hussitigabad ; 27th do. Hdh- 
do. Agra;4'29th do. Jubbiil[iord ; 
SOtnuo. Almorah; 3Ut do. Barrackiwre ; 
32d do. Nusseerabad; d6d do. Barrack- 
pore; 34th do. Midnapore ; 35th do. Jumaul- 
l)ore ; 36th do. Mhow ; 37th do. Neemuch ; 
38th do. Beniares ; 39th dc. Belhi ; 40th 
do. Allyghur ; 41 st do.Pertaubghur (Oude); 
42d do. Belhi ; 43d do. Secrore ; 44th do. 
Barreilly; 45th do. Muttra; 4Gth do. Nee- 
much; 47th do. Cuttack,! com., camp 
cimderabad; 48th do. Barrackpore; 49th 
do. Loodianah ; 50th do. Barrackpore; 5l8t 
do. Neemuch; 52d do. Meerutt; 53d do. 
Dacca; 54th do. Nusseerabad; 55tK do. 
Barracl^pore ; 56th do. Saugor ; 57th do. 
Muttra ; 58th do. Sultanpore (Oude) ; 59th 
Allahabad ; 60th do. l^awnpore ; 61st do. 
Neemuch ; 62d do. Belhi ; 63d do. Mullye ; 
64th do. BinapdVe ; «65th do. Mhow ; 66th 
do. Blares ; 67th do. Etaii^ah and Ban- 
dah ; 68th do. Mynpoorie ; 69th do. Mee- 
rutt; 70th Baudah; 7l8tdo. Meerutt; 
72d do. Berhamport; 73d Mo. Benares; 
74th do. Mihapore. 

SUnOPEAN INYAMDS. ^ 

Artillery, Allahabad and Chunar; In- 
fantry, Chunar. • 4* 

EXTRA COUPS (onWlCBRED*PKOM THE * 
KSOULARS.) * 

GoYer.-Gen.*8 B^dy GiiaS'd, Umjer Pro- 
vinces ; Sappers and Miners, Delhi ; Pio- 
neers, Kurnaul, IJ^usseerabad, Camp Xian- 
dour^ M^ow, Aljhorah, ^id Soobatboo. 


I.OCAZ. INFANTRY. 

Calcutta Native Militia (Civil Force) 
Allypore ; Rambiirgh Batt. with two 4 and 
two 6 pounder guns attached, Hazarec- 
baugh; Hill Rangers, Bhaugulpore ; Nus- 
seeree Battalion, Soobatboo ; Sirmoor do., 
Deyrah Bhooii ; Kemaoon do. (Civil), 
Almorah ; Assam Light Infantry, Jorchath, 
in Assam ; Mhairwarah Batt. (Civil), 
Beawr ; Sylhet Light Infantry, Sylhet. 

* I.OCAL CAVAI.UY. 

Ut. Reg. Local Horse (Skinner's), 
llansi ; 2nd do., Neemuch ; 3d do., Bar- 
rcilly ; 4th do., Saugor ; 5th do., Bhopa- 
war ; Mugh Sebundies, Akyab (Arracan) ; 
Blieel &rps, Mimdlaisir ; Nerbudda 
Sebundies, J ubbiilpore. 

R. M. Guindlay, 

East India Army Agent, and Agent for 
Passengers to and from India and the 
Colonies. • 


DISTRIBUTION OF THE BRITISH 
ARMY AT HOME AND ABROAD. 


( GREAT BRITAIN. 

Hank and File. 

Cdvaliy , • . t4,451 

Foot Guards . • , 3,974 

Ihfantiy of the Line . 12,459 
Recruiting Troops, and 'i ^ ‘ 

Companies of Regiments > 350 

in India . • j 

On Passage Home • • 400 

n 21,634 

IRELAND. 

Cavalry • . . 2,409 

Foot Guards . . .575 

Infantry of the Line . . 20,090 

23,074 

ABROAD, EXCLUSIVE OF INDIA. 

Infantry of the Line, ex-1 
eluding a Regiment and 1^7 ocr 
Detachments of Regi-j 
ine/its on passage ' 

Royal Veteran Companies • 239 

West India Regiments • 1,818 
Colonial Corps • • 2,276 ^ 


76^408 

BAST INDIES. * 

Cavalry . . * , 2,699 

Infantry of ihe Line • 1 5,078 


Deduct Recruiting Troops! 
and Companies at homej 


17,777 » 

350 


* 17,427 

t John Hqbhovbb. 

Waf-offioe, Feb. 25, 1833. 
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COURTS-MARTIAL. 

Lieutenant Lamonl, 

A Court-martial was lield .at Ports- 
mouth, on Friday, Feb. 1, on board his 
Majesty’s ship Victory, to try Second 
Lieut. J. D. C. Lamout, Royal Marines, 
of the Briton, onchaiiges preferred against 
him by First Lieut. Tatten of the same 
ship. 

The Court was composed of Rear-Ad- 
miral Sir M. Seymour, President ; Rear- 
Admiral Sir F. Maitland, Captain Hyde 
Parker (Victory), J. DuffMarklaiid (Bri- 
ton), R. Tait, (Spartiate), and T. Hastings 
(Excellent). J. Hoskins, Esq. Judge-Ad- 
vocate. 

The J udge- Advocate read a letter from 
l.ieut. Patten to Capt. Markland, which 
contained the following charges against 
Lieiitl Lamont : — 

First, For swearing at hfm in a most 
provoking, insulting, and disrespectful 
manner at the gun-room table, on or about 
the 8th of Nov. 1832. • 

Second, For sending a verbal challenge 
to him by Second Lieut. Edward Parke, 
R. M., on the 2Ut of Jan. 1833, or there- 
about. a 

Third, For threatening him on th^ 
quarter-^eck, when ordered nnder arrest 
by Capt. Mafkland, on or about the 22d 
of Jan. 1833, that he should demand^sa- 
tisfaction of him on the ship being paid 
off. 

Ijieut. Patten appeared as prosecutor, 
and the prisoner was assisted in his defence 
by Mr. iMinchin. 

The evidence on the part of the prose- 
cution being closed, the prisoner was, at 
his own request, allowed till the following 
morning to enter on his defence. 

The Court again met on the 2d, and 
after hearing the defence, returned the 
following verdict; — • 

The Court having deliberately weighed 
and considered the evidence in snppdl’t of 
the charges, and having heard what the 
prisoner had to say in his defence, the 
•Canrt is of opinion that the whole of the 
charges have been proved, and the Court 
doth adjudge LieuteiHuit C. D. LamoJIt, 
SecoAd Lieutenant (tf the Royal Alarines, 
to be dismissed his Majesty’s service, and 
he is hereby dismissed accordingly.” 

Lieut, E. Parke, Royal Marmes, • 

A Court-martial was held at the Royal 
Marine Mess Room, Portsmouth, on Mon- 
day the 4th of Feb., to try Second Lieut. 
Parke, of this division of Royal Marines, 
on charges preferred against him by Lieut. 
Patten, First Lieut, of his Majesty’s Ship 
Briton. The court was composed of Col. 


George Lewis, C.B., R.M., President, 
Lieut.-Col. Hornby, R. M., l^jor Jones, 
R. M., Major Jones, 12th regiment, Capt. 
St. Maiir, 51st, Capt, Robinson, 'R.M., 
Capt. Gibson, R.M.,j:apt. Morshead, 7th, 
Capt. Colthiirst, 12th, First Lieiits. Liid- 
dington and Finmore, R.M., Lieut. Whit- 
more, 7 th, and Ensign II op wood, ^Ist. 
Lieut, and Adjutant Brown offiliated as 
Deputy Judge Advocate. T, A. Minchin, 
Esq., attended as the professional adviser 
of 'Lieut. Parke. The Ifsual preliminaries 
having been gone over, a letter, written 
by Lieutenant Patten, addressed to the 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, 
was read, containing the following charges 
— to which Lieutenant Parke pleaded Not 
Gdilty. 

First, For lieing the bearer of a chal- 
lenge to him, Lieut. Pattey, from Second 
Lieut. Lamont, Royhl Marines, belonging 
to his Majesty’s sliip Briton, on or about 
the 2 1st of Jan. 18.33. 

Second, For making use of most dis- 
gusting, indecent, and ungentlemanly 
language before the young midshipmen, 
in the larboard berth of In's Majesty’s ship 
Briton, on or about the 21st of Jan. 183.3. 

JThird, For speaking of him (Lieut. 
Patten) in a most disgraceful, ni)gqi|dqi 
manly, and unofficerlike manner, te^Dg 
to defame his ckaracter, on or aboiilthe 
24th day of Jan. 1833, in the starboard 
berth of his Majesty's ship Briton. 

Lieut. Fatten was the first witness 
called and examined ; and on being asked 
to state all the circumstances relating to 
the hrst charge, said, that on the Briton’s 
rival in the harbour, on the 2 1st of Jan. 
r. Parke came on board, when I was 
busily engaged unbending sails, and askeo 
to have a few words with me. I told him 
1 was very busy, but tliat I would hear 
what he had to say. He then told mp 
that Mr. Lamont had sent him on board 
respecting an insullPlie had received from 
me, and requested me to appoint my frit;ndj 
with wlmm Mr. Farkistmi^t consult. 

At this sftivfo of the proceeding^, the 
prisoner submitted paper to the Court, 
in which he protested against the Court 
, present assenfbled taking cognizance of 
the charges, as he was not doing duty on 
board the Briton ; and that the offehce 
was 04 ly cognizable by a court of law. The 
Court was accordingly cleared, and on 
being re-opened, fhe*Presideilt told the 
4 )risoner Chat kis pi-ptcst would Be sent tc 
the liords Commissionm'or the Admiralt) 
for their decis^n, and the Court would 
therefore adjourn till Thursday morning 
at elqyen o’clock. 

Thursday, 7tliPeb. — Couat re-as 
^sembl<^ this morning, and the names o 
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tlie members bavingf been ealled orer by 
the Dep\ity Jud^re Advocate, the President 
rose and saiof that the objectiun and pro- 
test made by the prisoner, upon the ground 
of tlie incompetenoy pf the Court to try 
him, had been sent to the Admiralty for 
their consideration, and had been by them 
referred to the law-officers of the crown, 
who had<^raiKsmitted their decision to the 
effieot, that the prisoner, Lieut. Parke, 
being the bearer of a challenge, had com- 
mitted an offence ^Vhicli came under the 
10th section of the Mutiny Act, and the 
Court therefore was enabled to take cog- 
nizance of, and try Lieut. Parke for the 
offence, 

Evidence was then heard in support of 
the charges ; and on the following day the 
prisoner entered on Ids defence. 

Sentence. — ^Tlje Court, having heard the 
evidence in support df the prosecution, 
with what the prisoner has stated in his 
defence, is of opinion that he is guilty of 
the first and second charges, and not guilty 
of the third charge; and doth therefore 
sentence him to be cashiered. 

Licit/, T, C. fVafker^ 26/A Bengal Native 
Infantry, 

Head-Quarters, Simlah, 
Aug. 23, 1B32. ‘ 

At a European General Court-martial, 
assembled at Nusseerabad on the 10th of 
July, 1032, of which Lievt.-Col. J. Ro- 
bertson, of the 45th regt, N. I., is Presi- 
dent, Lieut. T. C. Walker, of the 26th 
regt. N. I. was arraigned on the following 
charge : — ^ 

“ Lieut. Thomas Caldecott Walker, of 
the 26th regt N.I., charged with conduct 
unbecoming the character of an officer and 
a gentleman, in the following instance ; — • 
ilhviog, at Nusseerabad, some time 
about the 6th of Jaii. 1832, entered into a 
disgraceful personal \)onilict with Lieut. 
WilUam Barrington Heade, of the 1st 
regt. H C ; anti having, some time sub. 
sequeatly, exhibited the mp%t degrading 
instances Of falsehood, In several relations 
of the abov^ affairs, and at a Court of In- 
quiry held on his o^i applifeatiou at Nus- 
seerabad, about the 30th of March, 1832, 
on * the suliject, deliberately exhibited the 
same di^aceful violation^ truth.’^ 
t/pon which charge the Court came to 
the following decisUn s*- 

The Court, bayng maRirel/ weighed* 
and considered evidence before it, is 
of opinion, that the prisoner, Lieut. Tho- 
mas Caldecott Wolker, of the 26th regt. 
N.I., is not guilty, and does acquit lym of 
the change prefixed agaioit him.'* 


A, Butler f 22J Bengal Native Infantry, 

' Head-Quarters, Simlah, 

July 6, 1832. 

At a Eiffopean General Court-martia] 
assembled at Cawnpore, on the 2d of April, 
1832, of wbicli Col. H. Faithfull, of the 
artillery, is President, Lieut. W. Augustus 
Butler, of the 22d regi N.I., was arraigned 
on the following charge: — 

Lieut. William Augustus Butler, of 
the 22d Iregt. N. L, charged with disobe- 
dience of orders and breach of military 
discipline, and conduct unbecoming an 
officer and gentleman in the following in- 
stance:— 

“ That he, Lieut. W. A. Butler, being 
in charge of the 5th company 22d regt. 
N. 1., did, on or some time previous to 
the 4th day of June, 1829, autiiorise or 
allow Ramdeen Sing, pay-havildar of the 
company, to disburse the sum of 290 ni- 
pees, either in payments, on his, Lieut. 
W. A. Butler's, private accofint, or In ad- 
vances to himself ; such money, or parts 
thereof, being due fo men on leave, or to 
men transferred to the invalid establish- 
ment, or to the heirs of deceased men of 
the company ; for which sii^ of 290 ru- 
pees, he, Lieut. W. A. Butler, gave a note 
of band to the pay-havildar, Ramdeen 
Sing, dated the 4th day of Juiv>, 1829, 
whicli has not yet been paid, although the 
said Ramdeen Sing, pav'havildar,has been 
compelled to make good the amount there- 
of." 

Upon which charge the Court came to 
the following decision : — 

“ The Court, having maturely weighed 
and deliberated on the charges against the 
prisoner, is of opinion, that he is guilty of 
the matter alleged against him, with ex- 
ception of the words hingentlemaiily con- 
dtict,* and of * such money,’ and of the 
following, ‘ which has not yet been paid, 
although the said Ramdeen! Sing, pay- 
havildaf^ has been compelled to make good 
the amount thereof,* of which it does fully 
acquit him. 

“ The Court, baring found the prisoner 
guilty, with the exception of the wpiSs"" 
se^ forth in its finding above, sentences 
* him to be reprimanuejl.'* 


OENKRAL ORDERS, CIRCULARS, 
• &c. &c. 

ARMY. 

War Office, IQth Jan. 1833. 

Bin,— The Secretary at War havirfg de- 
cided that, from the commencement of the 
present year, the accounts of military bos- 
pltifts, which were heretofore submitted to 
the* amfy medical department, shall be 
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examined by tbe War Office, I am accord* 
ingly directed to request that yon will 
transmit your monthly expenditure re- 
turns, and other accotmts, with the vouch- 
ers which usually accompany the same, 
dHiect to this office. 

The accounts are to be despatched at 
the time requited by^tho regulations of 
the medical department, and are to be put 
under a cover addressed “ To the Secre- 
tary at War, War-Office, Loudon the 
words ‘^Hospital Accounts’* being written 
on the cover. 

1 am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

E. Marshall. 

The Surgeon of the — regiment of — . 

War-Office, 22d Jan. 1833. 
Sir, — ^With reference to the dedtictions 
made from'time to time in the Quarterly 
Pay Lists of regiments on foreign seivice, 
under the instriictionsi contafned in Ar- 
ticle 28 of the Inlaritry Clothing Warrant, 

1 am directed to acquaint you that pay- 
ment of the sums so deducted maybe made 
in future without a Special Authority 
from this Office, immediately on the receipt 
of the Separate General State, specifying 
the dediictionsf provided care he previously 
taken by you to ascertain that the indi-, 
viduals whom the said Mims may be 
assigned are duly entitled thereto ior re- 
gimental supplies. • 

The amount of these payments may be 
inserted in your Monthly Estimates and 
Quarterly Accounts, with a reference in 
•both documents to the General State in 
which the deduction is made, and the 
charge being supported by the tradesman’s 
leceipt. 

I am, 

Your obedient humble servant, 

£ hfARSIIALL. 

War-Office, 23d Jan. W33, 
Sir,— A s the period for which the regi- 
mental clothing of the current year is 
required tp be worn under the existing 
assignments of offreckonings for Cavalry 
«h(r Infantry*, respectively, will expire on 
the 31st December. 1833, I have the hq- 
nour to signify to ymi Itis Majesty’s plea- 
sure, t^iat the said clothing shall never- 
theless be continued in wear until the 31st 
March, 1834, when the new Military Year 
terminates ; and that every non-commis- 
sioned officer and soldier, who may ffe 
actuflly effective between that day and 
the Ist January previous, shall accordingly 
be alloVed compensation, a^eeahly to his 
rank, and the rates prescribed by th€i,re- 
gulatfoni. a 

It is his Majesty’s ftirtber pleasiye, that 
the deliveries of regiioental clothing alffill, 


after the present year, be made to the men 
on Ist April, being the comm<yceraent of 
the military year, when all fifture assign- 
ments of offreckonings are to commence, 
and in consequence «f which, colonels of 
r^ments shall not acquire a vested inte- 
rest in the said offreckonings, nor be entitled 
to make assignments thereof before th^lst 
May, instead of the 1st February, ts here- 
tofore, preceding the period for which the 
clothing is to be provnled. 

I have the honor to add, that his Ma- 
jesty is likewise pleased to order compen- 
sation to be granted to the respective 
colonels for the quarter during which, by 
the present arrangement, they will not be 
allowed offreckonings ; and that further in- 
structions will be communicated to you on 
the subject. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient humble Servant, 
John IIobhovse. 
The Colonel of the — Regt. of — , 

Horse-Giiards, 1st March, 1833. 

Tub frequency of appeals from officers, 
when ordered from the reserve to the 
service companie.s of their respective re- 
giments, suggests the belief that the chief 
prihciple laid down kn the AdjutP||f-«j 
General's circular letter of the 1st of De- 
cebiber, 1825, and* in the General Order 
of the 8tli December, 1828, is not suffi- 
ciently understood. That principle is, 
that each officer Ihould take his just share 
of foreign service, and that the reserve 
or dep8t service should be so watched as 
to preclude the possibility of its being, in 
any case whatever, made available for 
purposes of private or personal conve- 
nience. 

It is, henceforth, to be an Invariable 
rule, that no officer who may have jpined 
the reserve of his regiment, after having 
taken his tour of fortugii service with the 
service companies, snail be sent back to 
these companies, until everj officer of his 
cUvSs at the dqjiot shall have joined them, 
A strict adheiwnce to this mle cannot 
fail to ensiiie a perfectly equitable appor- 
tionment of home and foreign sarvice. It 
is conceived tl*at casei?, in whigh it may 
be absolutely necessary to sanction excej^ 
tions to this ru]ie, can occur but very 
rarely, mud these may be referred for the 
General command ipg Jn chief’s special 
consideratjoii and d^ision, when^the ge- 
neral officer effinmandw-^the district in 
which the 8ase of doubt occurs shall not 
feel himself competent to dispose of it. 
It is also conceived thaf, If the general 
officers cliaiged with the inspection bfthe 
troops, make it a part their ^tyto 
^xamix^ carefully, at each htdf-yearly in* 
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spection, the reserve or depdt roster of 
officers for foreign service, and there and 
then inqiiirsMnto and determine, accord- 
ing to their own view of the justice of the 
case, every question /)f doubt or difficulty 
which shall be submitted to them under 
this head, it will seldom, if ever, be ne- 
cessary to appeal to the General com- 
znandiit^ the army. 

No officer belonging to the reserve can 
he suffered to delay his embarkation for 
foreign service on^accotint of health, unless 
such delay be lecoinmcnded by a Medical 
Board, which, in every such case, must 
be formed of two or three military me- 
dical officers, before whom he must be or- 
dered to appear for examination ; and, on 
whose report, the General officer command- 
ing the district shall decide whether the 
officer in question shall embark then or 
not. Except in a case of necessity, such 
as that of allotting a sufficient portion of 
officers to a large detachment, another 
officer shall not be ordered to embark in- 
stead of him who shall have been excused 
on the plea of illness, but the latter shall 
be ordered to proceed to the service com- 
panies as soon as he shall have sufficiently 
recovered from his illness to enable tim 
^0 do so. c 

^very officer who exchanges into a re- 
giment, either from another corps, or 
from half-pay, and every officer wlio shall 
be promoted from one regiment to an- 
other, shall take liis tour of foreign ser- 
vice before all officers of his class belong- 
ing to the reserve which he joins, avIio 
have already served abroad with the ser- 
vice companies. ^ 

It is foreseen that a case may occa- 
sionally arise, in which an officer may be 
moved to another corps, immediately after 
having had a long c<jui\se of foreign ser- 
vice \Vith his former corps, and in which 
it would therefore l>e a manifest hardship 
upon him to be oblfgcd to encounter fo- 
reign climatesagain, when it would become 
his turn to def so,thad he, throughout, lie- 
longid to the regiment toVhich he has 
been newly appointed. This also is a 
case for special consideration, and must 
therefore oe determined *upon its own 
merits, when explained to the General* 
commanding the district, or (if necessary, 
as already provided) to ftae General com- 
manding in chief. 

No O^er, howeve*'^ shall claim an ex- 
emptions from embarkatiov up(fn the lasji- 
mentioned plerf, ■Unless he shjjill make it 
appear that his last cours^ of foreign ser- 
vice has been ef longer duration than 
that of every other officer of his c]|ss be- 
long! n^ to the^^erve, who has taken his 
tour of foreign service, and unless he also 
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shows that he is the last officer of his class 
then with the reserve, who has returned 
from foreign service. 

As soon as an officer is appointed to the 
reserve, he is to be officially informed,* by 
the acting adjutant, l\ow he stands upon 
the roster for foreign service, and when 
it is probable he will be required for em- 
barkation ; it will* then bo incumbent 
upon such officer to question the justice 
of the troster, if he thinks himself ag- 
grieved by it ; but every officer thus cir- 
cumstanced will do well to bear in mind, 
that he must appear to great disadvantage 
if ho makes any attempt to avoid foreign 
service upon any ground whatsoever that 
is not recognised in the foregoing regu- 
lation. 

By command of the Right Honourable 
the General Commanding in Chief, 

John Macdonald, 

* Adjiitant-GeReral. 

NAVAL REGULATIONS. 

, Admiralty, Cth December, 1832. 
The charts, books, and papers issued 
from the Hydrographical I^epartmcnt of 
this office, being seldom transferred from 
Vine officer to another, or returned into 
store, without considerabltj^ deliciencies, 
the Lords Commissioners of the Admi- 
ra\ty hereby give notice, that, in future, 
a receipt, to be signed by the Hydrogra- 
pher, stating that the said^ charts, hooks, 
and papers have been returned in good^ 
condition, or liave been satisfactorily ac- 
counted for, will he required to be pro- 
duced by the commanding officer of each 
of his Majesty’s ships and vessels on 
passing his accounts. 

By command of their Lordships, 

John Bahrow. 

Addressed to all Captains, Commanders, 
and Commanding Officers of his Ma- 
jesty’s Ships and Vessels, 

Admiralty-Office, 11th Jan., 18.33. • 
The following are to he the numhors 
oT Mates, Midshipinen, and College Mid- 
shipmen borne on the books of his Ma- 
jesty’s ships under the tegulatfons of their 
Lordship’s Circular Order, No. 65, of the 
1st October, 1831, of whom the numbers 
silted in the second column are to be se- 
lected from among the Mates who Jiave 
passed prior to the year 1830, or from 
young gentlemen educated at the*Royal 
Naval College, who may have completed 
tw6 years’ time afloat— the latter class, 
hoAvever to be conflned, as at preseoty to 
sep-goifig ships, viz. • 
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r ^ f of which to be l^atea passed 

^ i Pi’!?’*. 


Midshipmen. 

... 24 


1st Rates 

2d . . 

M . . 

4th . 

5th 

6th ...... 

Sloops 

Cutters, Gun-brigs, &c, 

Giiard-sliips . 

And the numbers of Volunteers of the 
1st class in each rate hxed by their Lord, 
ships’ Circular Order, No. 60, of the 15th 
January, 1831, are in future to be as fol- 
lows : — 


20 

16 

10 

10 

8 

3 

2 

8 


Vol. 1st C‘las‘ CoU. Vol. 
Ist and 2d Rates, Sea- 
going Ships, &,c. 3 , • 6 

3d Rates .... 2 .. 5 

4ili ayd 5th Rates . 2 • . , 4 

Cth Rates, and Sloops 

with 115 men , , 1 . , 3 

Guard-Ships . • ^ 3 . . 0 

lO.gtin Brigs . . . 0 . . I 

The reduction in the Volunteers *of the 
first class to he effected as vacancies occur. 

By cominand of their Lordships, 
JoHK Bauhow. 

Addressed to all Commanders-in-Chiet, 
Captains, /ind Commanding Officers of 
his Majesty’s Ships and Ves.seU. , 


MEMORANDUM. 

Admiralty, 6th Feb. 18.33. 
The Lords Commissioners of the Ad- 
miralty desii'c that the strictest attoution 
he paid to the 30th article of blie Purser's 
Instructions, y>age 27, in which it is di- 
rected that ‘ Wlien the issue of salt meat 
is renewed after fresh meat lias been 
served, the salt meat on the first day of 
issue is not to he of the ^aIne species 
as that issued on the last day before fresh 
meat was issued,' in order that the issue 
of salt beef and salt pork on board hi^' Ma- 
jesty’s ships may be equalised, as was in- 
tended by the said instructions, 

• t By command of their Lordships, 

- John B\itHOW. 

To all Captains, Commanders, Command- 
ing Officers, and Pursers of his Ma- 
jesty’s Snips and Vessels. 


ADMIRALTY CIRCCLAR. 

The following is the substance of an 
ord^r recently promulgated, and having 
in view the diminution of expense in 
repaii'^s, 6cc. (No. 88) dated 3lst Jan., 1833, 
and addeewed to all Captains, Cuiiiman- 
derg, and Commanding Officers of his Ma- 
jesty's and Vessels : — 

• “ Tha rowlng-mpney, the sleeping^* 
money, ayid the allowance of provisions^ 
<U. S, JovRN. No. 53; AfaiL| 1833. 


to the shipwTights who are constantly 
sent off from the Dock-yard| to Spilhead 
and Plymouth Sound, and^ frequently to 
much shorter distances from the other 
yards, to examine and make good the de- 
fects of his IMajesty’s ships arriving at 
these ports, amount, in the course the 
year, to so heavy an expense, th^t, with a 
due regard to the interests of the public, 
the Lords Commissioners of the Admi- 
ralty consider it most^esirable the prac- 
tice should he discontinued ; whiqh, tliey 
are of opinion, may be done, not only 
without prejudice hut with advantage to 
his Majesty's seivice, in more respects 
than the saving of expense. To accom- 
plish this desirable end, their Lordships 
direct that when the defects of a ship, on 
her arrival in port, arc large, and really 
require the assi^tarjee of a> Dock-yard, she 
shall he towed into harbour by a steam- 
tug-vessel, to be appropriated to the ser- 
vices of the port ; where, on examination, 
she will either be paid off or have her de- 
fects made good in the basins or at the 
jetties; and thus will the expense of 
rowing and sleeping-money, and provi- 
sions, be saved to the public. 

But when the defects are not of so 
serious a nature as Jto require her ,^nf^ 
into harbour, the Captain or Commander 
IS to transmit S list of such defects as 
there may be to the Admiral or other 
Officer commanding at the port only, 
and not to the Dock-yard, with a certili- 
c^ate signed by himself, /A'* Cotnmanderf the 
Fit it l^ifuienrintf and the Carpentery stating 
whether such defects ran or cannot Iw 
i>iade good by the chip’s aitificers. 

\Vhen it is considered that the whole 
squadron on the bonth Ameiican station, 
most of Avhich are required to pass round 
Cape Horn in the course of theirs three 
years’ continuance on that st.ation, have, 
no Dock-yard to res ^rt to, but make good 
tlieir defects by their own crews, or x^ith 
the assistance of the squ 'dron ; and, on 
the contrary, wlum it’ is notorioui:^ that 
scarcely a siiijle ship, whether new, or 
newly titled at any of the eastern yauls, 
on lier aniv^l at Portsmouth or Ply- 
mouth, does not require soniv defects to 
he made good at one or other of the 
Dock- yards at these ports, and sometimes 
at boYh ; their Lordships deem it high 
time to put an these expensive, 

and, in their opuiion, uuneces>iiry pro- 
^ieedings. ’ 

The nkention of the respective Cap- 
tains and connnandiiig, Officers of big 
Majesty’s ships and vessels is, therefore, 
particiilarly culled to these points of their 
duty ; and the iustructio/ts contained in 
ahe sa’il Cii*cular, 68, are, on all oc- 
casions; to be strlctl) enforced.” 

2v 



578 


NAVY ESTIMATES. 


General 'Abstract for Pay, Half-Pay, and Dock-Yards. 


1833-34. 

^ £, 
Wages 62 Seamen and Marines, of the Ordinary, Yard 
Craft, &c. ..... 955,220 

Ucin^,' lit tlip r.ile of 47s. per man per lunar month for those 
afloat, and 5Gs^x>cr month for 4,500 Marines, piesumcd^to 
he on Hhoic. 

Victuals for ditto, abating Old Stores . . 5‘.18,004 

Uein^ 27s. 7d. P‘‘r man per month for those afloat, or 23s. lor 
the M'hulti number. 


1832-33. 

£. 9 . d, 

957,527 C 0 


492,469 10 0 


Adiniralty-OfHce ..... 104,070 

Navy Pay OlRre .... 21,725 

\\e oh'.ei-M* a new ofHcrr here nt 800/. a-jFar, called " Assis- 
tanl to the Tieasuier,'’ 


121,196 15 4 
25,054 0 6 


Scientilic Dranoli . . . . . 

The aeeession to thi^ sum arises from a frratnity of 2000/. 
{,dven to T. T. (jr.mt, Ksij , lor his iu\euii«>ii ot the 
niou-. Biscuit Maehiueiy at AVeevil, wheiebj an ai tu.il 
saving has been elVected, and tins sum is to the exclusion 
of all fuitlicr elaini.s. 

His Majesty’s Establishments at Home . 

... ... Abioad 

Wages to Artificers, &c. at Home 

Abroad . . • 

Naval Stores, &c. for the building ani) repair of Ships, 
wf Wharfs, 4 c. . . . • 

New Works and Improvements in the Yartfs, &c. 
Medicines and Medical Stores . “ . 

Miscellaneous Services . * . . 


22,109 


114,970 

23,422 

438,420 

20,905 

423,000 
03,700 
31 ,500 
50,380 


20,051 12 6 


a 


119,036 14 1 
27,211 11 9 
471,592 10 2 
37,733 0 0 

47^733 5 0 
107,000 0 0 
5 ^ 0 , 21^0 0 0 
57,500 0 0 


Total for tho Effective Service 

Half-pay to Officers of the Navy and Royal Marines 
Military Pensions and Allowances . • 

Civil Pensions and Allowances . . 

4 

Total for the Naval Service 


2,713,431 2,910,300 8 1 

. 871,858 8P4,861 11 4 

53.3,403 527,181 7 4. 

. 220,342 191,285 7 K) 


4,339,034 4,523,034 14 7 


For the Service of the other Departments of 
Government, — 

Army and Ordnance Departments (Conveyance of 

Troops, &c.). ..... 200,800 225,000 0 0 

Colonial Department . • . .* — — 1,500 0 0 

Heme Department (Convict Service) .* . 118,300 128,500 0 0 

.. Grand Total . £4,658,134 4,878,034 14 7 


Wagps of Officers of the different Y'ards:- 


Deptford ‘ . 

Woolwich 

Chatham . . * 

TJheerness 

Portsmt^th ^ . 

Plymouth ^ t , ‘ 

Pembroke . -■ . • 

Deptford, Victualling ^ • 

Sheerness a. 

Portsmouth ... • 

Plymi'uth 

Haslar Hospital • • 

Plymouth ... ‘ , 


if. 

£. s. 

t/. 

030 

519. 3 

8 

11,950 

IP, 080 5 

5 

16,327 • 

16,327 3 

3 

9,200 

11,898 17 

0 

19,803 

21,829 10 

2 

19,650 

20,546 17 

1 

6,140 

6,866 T 

6 

7,695 10 

6,829L10 

0 

830 10 

830 10 

0 

2,832 

2,885 0 

0 

2,080 

2,458 1 

0 

6,. 301 

6,168 12 

0 

4,479 

4,391 1 

•a 
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Abstract op Naval Establishments at Home and Abroad, 



£. 

£. s. 

d. 

Naval Yards at Home • • . • 

83,924 

88,920 18 

1 

Abroad . • • • 

13,052 

17,116 a 

3 

^ Victualling Yards at Home . . . • 

14,998 

14,013 1 

0 

Abroad . . . 

4.955 

4,450 0 

0 

Medical Establishments at Home • « . 

9,780 

9,559»13 

6 

Abroad • • . 

5,415 

6,fM)6 0 

G 

Transport Establishments at Home . • • 

2,058 

2,375 0 

0 

Abroad* • • 

Ai/. 

339 0 

0 

Marine Barracks . • . . . 

cm 

813 4 

0 

Marine Infirmaries .... 

3,530 

3,354 17 

6 


Woolwich Yard 
Chatliam 
Sheerness 
Portsmouth ... 
Plymouth 
Pembroke ... 



£. 

54, m 
67 , 1)71 
29,610 


111,550 . 
Il6,1j56 
23,043 


The above sums include the hire of nor*<cs, but none .itp provided for Portsmoulh-yard, 
all such duty being done by Convicts. 


Abstract .OF Wages for Yards, &c. 

£. 8, d. £. s. d. 

Naval Yar^s at Home. , . ♦ . 404,756 0 0 442,720 10 2 

Abroad . , . 18,550 0 J) 32,000 0 0 

Victualling Yards at Home , . 29,590 0 0 25,107^0 0 

... ^ ... Abroad , . *. 5,665« 0 0 3,363 0 0 

Medical Yards at Home . • • 3,200 0 0 3,525 0 0 

Abroad . . . 2,090 0 0 2,370 0 0 

Marine Barracks . , . . ^V) 0 0 — — 

Marine InHrmaries • • . 540 0 0 — — 

Transport Kstablisliments . . . 300 0 0 230 10 0 

For Timl)er, Materials, Kepairs, Steam-Knghies, 

Coals, Ac. . . , "n,. 423,000 0 0 477,733 5 0 

New Works and Improvements . , 63,700 0 0 107,000 0 0 

39,000/ is granted this year for I*l}Tn<jiith Hre.ikuMter; 

09.000/ is lecpured to fuiisli U uith u lighthouse. 

The BemiUfU K'^tiibU‘'hmenl will 1 m> couipleUnl, lu 
the estimation of the pre>eiit Adniii<dty, foi 30,000/.— 

by the oiiginal plan a00,000/, vnuld be renuiied. * 

Medicines . . • , . 31,500 0 0' 26,200 0 0 

Packets, Pilots, Distressed Seamen in Foreign * 

Ports, Exchoiiuer Fees, Courts Martial, Float- • 

ing Lights, Semaphore-s, Head Money, freight, • ' 

* &c. , . . . . 60,^30 0 0 57,50{! 0 0 

Half. pay’ . . , , 871,858 0 0 094,861 11 4 

Pensions to Oflicers • . • . 81,954 15 1 83,919 2 4 

... Widows* . . ’ . 186,255 4 M 177,962 5 0 

Compassionate * . • • • 14,000 0 0 14,000 0 0 

Chaplains' Bounty • . • 1,22J 0 0 1,300 0 0 

Greenwich Hospital . ^ . . .• 250,000 0 0 250,000 0 0 





COMPAnATIVE ABSTRACT OP ARMY SERVICES fot tlio Ye, 



— •_ 




NUMDKtlS. 



. 

Sku VICES Effective. 


Iloises. 

j Rank and File. 


All Rank'. 





Loss iu 1 


Li'bs in 


• 

LcTT 

is 

1832-3 

1333-4 

1833-4^1832-3 

1833-4 

1833-4 

1832-3 

1833-4 

18J3 

1. Land Forces , . . . ! 

2. Staff 

6,3G2, 

G,262 

ioo 

.78,519 

78,503 

46 

89,478 

89,41jJ 

50 

3. IViblic Department 

4. Medicines 

— . 

— 

— 

. — 

— 

~JL 

— 

— 

— 

5. Garrisons 







- 









6. Roy. Mil. College. 

— 

— 




— 

— 






y ( Roy. Mil. Asyleim 
■\ Hibernian School 

8. Volunteer Corps. . 

9. Regts.in India, and 1 

— 

— 

*— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 


Troops iSt Comps. > 
of do. at home . ' 

2,801 

2,804 


17,288 

17,288 

— 

19,720 

19,720 

— 

10. Exchequer Fees . . . 

— 

— 

• 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-- 


9,1GG 

9,066 

100 

95,837 

95,791 

46 

109,198 

109,139 

59 

Deduct No. of Horses^ 





and Men in India, and 1 





• 





charge of Regiments > 
in India, and Troops! 
and Comps, at home J 

2,804 

2,804 

— 

17,288 

17,288 

— 

19,720 

19,720 

— 











6, .362 

6,262 

100 

78,549 

78,503 

40 

89,478 

89,419 

59 

Deduct 1832-3 fiora'j 






1833-4, and IncrcMse> 

G,262 

— 

< — 

78,503 

— 

— 

89,^19 



_ 

Jroi^ Decrease ... * 3 


t 





Remains Decrease . . . 

M)0 

— 


46 

— 

— 


' - 1 

- 


iiaiiin • • f I rvv | — | I Hill — | I #^^1 I “ 

Deduct th« Charge of the Ililierniaii Schoi^, the Expense of wliich will be defrayed ouh 


Non-Effective. 

1. Army Pay of General Officers A 

2. Full Pay for Retired Ohicers 

3. Half Fay and Military Allowances 

4 . Foreign Half Pay 

Ketyed Officeis of Militia, Local Militia and Yeomanry 

5. Widows’ Pensions 

G. Compassionate Alliances, Bounty Warrants, &cr. 

7. Ill-Pensioners and Oiit-Pensioners of Kilniainham and ChelseaJ 

Hospital :/ .. [ 

9 * ^ 

8. Superannuation Allowances 

9. Exchequer Fees 


Deduct 1833-4 from 1832-3, and Increase from Decrease. 
Remains Decrease in Numbirs and Charge. 

Peduct the following transfers to the ftilitia Estimates, viz. 


291 

G02 

C,C00 

765 

300 


First 
8 1, 7231 
Supple 


90,371 

81,889 


272 

r)72| 

0,3051 

743 


[Vote 
73,997 
incntar^ 


81,889 


8,482| — 


-jLired Oftcers of MilitiA and Local Militia Numbers 

Out-Peusiouers from ditto ditto ditto... 


2GtI 

4,^65 


Deduct also the charge of the Hibernian tMilitafy School, which will be paid 
•Decrease of Numb^s Non-ERIy;tive. 3,751 


I'J 

311 

381 

22 

31)5 


7,72fi 

V’’otc.. 


8,4S2 


Decrease of Numbers Effective . 


69 


8,482 


4731 

out of 


ItQHlOl 


Wv-OfBce) 2}th Ft’b.*1833. 


•tiding 31st March, 1833, ami fur the Year ending Slat March, 1834. * 







] ‘25,000 0*0 

119,000 0 0 



6,000 0 0 

00,000 0 0 

86,000 0 0 

— — 

4,000 0 0 

000, .500 0 0 

632,000 0 0 

■— — . 

34,500 0 0 

S8,900 0 0 

86,430 0 0 

— — 

2,420 0 0 

26,334 15 0 



— — 

26,334 15 0* 

117,423 0 0 

145,943 0 0 

-Jl 

1,479 0 0 

175,011 0 0 

170,516 0 0 

— #— 

4,525 0 0 

3.^0,593 6 8 

1 - 



— — 

M, 211, 746 9 2 

— — 

188,756 17 5t 

50 00(5 0 0 

1 


a 

r)0!‘75f) 16 10 

51,374 3 6 

623 6 8 


1-1,500 0 0 

12,500 ,0 0 

— — 

2,000 0 0. 

,781,952 18 6 

•2,515,560 12 8 

623 6 8 

270,015 12 6 

,515,560 12 8 


— — 

623 6 8 

• 

^69,392 5 10 

— — 

— 

209,392 5 10 

• 



^3,955 5, 9' 

purge. . . 

£23,670 5 0 



Ditto 

58,386 16 6 


293,347 n 7 


82,a57 

^<)laiices as above 4,578 


1 * 6 
1 dl 


86,635 3 5 


• A rharj:o of 33,670/. 5r for 266 
retired MUitia und Local Militia 
DlTicers w ill })c included in the 
Militia Estimate, 
t A cllar^p of 58,3d6/.il6s. 6d. for 
4,465 Militia and Local MiUtia 
I’ensiondjs, >vill be included in 
the Ailitia Eslimatt*. In 1832-3 
120, OUO/. was {^ranted for Commu- 
tation Allowances. In the pre- 
seiit yei>r 24,515/. 135. lOd. only 
M ill be required. The Jppropri- 
iition of Unclaimed Pii^c Money 
in aid of this charge is 20.000/. 
less in the present than in the 
last yei^. ^ 

Less in 1833-4. 

[•More in 1833-4. 

f Decrease on Estimate of Non- 
1 l?JFoc4he ServirA. 

f Docie^’ on Estin/hto of EfTcc' 
i tive 

'Total Decrease of Estimates. 
Transfer to Militia Estimates. 
Faj-mciit qpt of Balances. 


• [206 ,71^ 8 2 I Decrease of P^ubllc Chjirge. 

^ JOHN HOBHOlfSE 
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ABSTRACT OF PARLIAMENTARY 
PROCKEIUNGS CONNECTED 
WITH TIlErAHMY AND NAVY. 

House op Commons, February 13, 1833. 

Case of Sir H. Neale . — ^The Marquis of 
Chandos said, that in consequence of the 
publicanon^ in yesterday’s papers of a cor- 
respondence which had taken place between 
a Gallant Friend of his and the First Lord 
of the Admiralty, in ^hich that Rij^ht Ho- 
nourable Gentleman had thought ht to 
refuse the command at Portsmouth to the 
gallant oRicer in question, assigning as his 
reason for so doing, that he considered a 
seat in Parliament inconsistent with the 
holding of such a situation, he (the Marqiiiiji 
of Chandos) wished to put a question to 
the First Lord of the Admiralty on the sub- 
ject. He wished *10 kn<^' from the Right 
Honouiable Gentleman, whether there ex- 
I isted any order of the Admiralty that pre- 
cluded any naval officer holding a command 
from having at the same time a seat in 
Parliament ; and, if so, whether such an 
order was not eiiually applicable to a Gal- 
lant Officer, a Member of that House, who 
had at present his flag in the river, and also 
to another Gallant Member of that House, 
^osetfrigate was atpi^sent abroad, withun 
acting officer on board, as w’^1 as to his Gal- 
lant Friend the Member for Lymington ? 
If there was not such an order or the Admi- 
ralty Board, he thought it rather hard that 
because a respectable body ot constituents 
had elected his Gallant Friend as their re- 
presentative, his Gallant Friend should on 
that account be refused the command at 
Portsmouth. 

Sir J. Graham said, that in reply to the 
question of the Noble IMnrquis, he had no 
hesitation in saying that there was no order 
of the Admiralty Board disqualifying naval 
officers who happened to be Members of 
that House from holding naval commands ; 
but, at the same time, he did not suppose 
that it would be, disputed that a discretion 
was ve^ed in the Commissiou rs of the 
Admiralty as to the individual^ whom they 
should select for the approbation of His 
Majesty to bo'appoiuted to situations with 
which great ^niblic duties were connected. 
He (Sir J. Graham) conceiving that the 
discharge of the Honourable Baronet’s 
duties as a Member of Parliament woufd be 
inconsistent *yith the d'8<tkarge of his duties 
Bs the offset holding the (omntand at 
Portsmouth, cortamijf^ refused tq lay his 
name before His Majesty for that situation, 
and if the Noble H^rquis hiftl any fault to 
find with his so doing, he could bring the 
matter in the shap4|.of a substantive mefrion 
before thh Housed It was for the Noble 
Marquis to consider whether such a course 


would be consistent with his duty as \ 
Member of Parliament, and whether there 
had lieen any thing in this instance in the 
exercise of that discretion which was vested 
ill the Commissioners of the Adminilty to 
call for the interference of that House, i 
With regard to the two facts mentioned by 
the Noble Marquis, he (tad to state that in 
the instance of the first of them — namely, 
that there was a Gallant Officer, a Member 
of that Huifse, whose fiug was at present in 
the river — the Noble Marquis was perfectly 
right. In the second case he believed that 
the Noble Marquis leferied to the frigate 
Stag. He begged to state ihat in that in- 
stance the Noble Marquis was in error, for 
the officer conimaiiding tliat frigate at the 
piesent moment was not a Member of that 
House. Now, ns to the Gallant Admiral 
whose flag was in the river, he (Sir J. Gra- 
ham) was sure ^that the House would at 
oncepeiceive the difference that ther»f was 
between removing an officer from a command 
because he happened to have been chosen 
by a body of consiituetits as their represen- 
tative in^that House, and the selecting an 
officer who was a Member of that House 
to till a high naval situation, where a con- 
stant residence on the spot wasT absolutely 
ind.spensable for the proper discharge of 
the duties connected with it. / 

Mr. Warre moved for a rcW.iru of. all 
vesseki of war in the British navy that liad 
suffered shipwreck Iroin the year 1816 to 
the present period, specifying the several 
I'laces where such shipwrecks had occuried. 
— Agieed to. 

Mr. Hume, in alluding to a vacancy 
which had occurred of Master at one of the 
out-ports, inquired wlietlier it bad been 
tilled up. The Honourable Member gave 
notice that he should on a future day sub- 
mit a motion to the House to the effect — 

“ That in future all apiiointments, whether 
colonial of otherwise, as vacancies occiured, 
should,, before such vacancies were filled 
up, be submitted to the revision of the 
lIou.se.” , 

February 14. * * 

Military and Nuvck* Sinecure 0/ficea,^ 
Mr. Hume brought the' subject of Military 
and Naval Sinecures before tlie IIoilso. 
Ho should have been glad to postpone it 
till after the«Budget had been produced, 
had not a recent ciiciimstanco — the death 
^ of a gallant officer, who held the sinecq^e 
office of Governor of Berwick — occurred. 
To exemplify the evils of these siiiecvres, 
he would refer to ‘a return made to the 
Houstf in 1816. The document stated that 
the Ilbnourable H. C. Wyndbam, the Secre- 
tary vbI Cierkof Enrolments in Jamaica, re-* 
Veived for that office a shm of 4500/. a year ; 
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that he had been in possession of it since 
1763; and durinp^ the whole of that time he 
had resided in England, On the whole 
that gentleman had received a sum of 
238,000/. of the public money for a sine- 
cure office. Then his brother^ the Uonour- 
kable Percy Wyndham, held two other sine- 
cure appointments, for which he received 
not less than 334,^00/. making a total of 
about 623,000/. received by these two sine- 
curists alone. If the entire sum received 
by these two siuecurists; out of d single list 
of seven, were calculated, as jt in justice 
to the public ought to be, by comjiound 
interest, it would be seen that they had cost 
the public nut less than 2,0.*)9,300/. It had 
been said that these sinecuies weic for old 
gallant officers j but he thought their ser- 
vices should be. rewarded by a grant from 
Parliament. It appeared that civilians 
sometimes held a military sinecure. In a 
list which he held in his Jiand, the aggre- 
gate amount of which was 33,000/., there 
was one of 1 75/. to the Governor of Dart- 
mouth, which was held at one time by a Mr. 
IlohUworth, who w^s a civilian, and who, 
on a motion of a Right llunuura[)le Mem- 
ber, WAS ienu)\e(l on that ground. General 
Loftus, L^eutenant-Goveinor of the Tower, 
had beeii succeeded by Earl Munster; and 
that nobleman, having been appointediGo- 
verntr of Windsor Castle, had been suc; 
ceeded tfy Lord F. Fitzclarence. „This 
Lieutenant of the Tower had ent<*»ed the 
Coldstream (luards on the lith of May, 
1814, so tliat he never heard a shot fired. 

Sir J. ft. llobhouse said the battle of 
Waterloo was suhsefpieut to May, 1814. 

Mr. Hume. — True; lie bad forgottenNtJw 
battje of Waterloo. Would any Meinb^ 
who cheered so loudly tell him tlmt Lord 
Frederic Fitzcl irence was at Wateiloo.^ This 
was an instance, therefoie, of the maiiner 
in which niilitfiry sinecures weie abused. 
The Governor of Blackness Castle was non. 
resident ; the Governor of Caftisle and his 
Deputy were non-resident. At CJiester he 
did not know whether there was or was not 
a gari isoii. The Governors of the Leewaid 
Islands/ of the Virgin Islands, of Montser- 
rat, of Grenada, St. Kitt’s, and Dominica, 
were non-resident, j-iid two of them, Jie be- 
lieved, were civilians. The salary for Do- 
miuicaVas 366/. a year, and the others were 
lower. The Ilononrable Gentleman said 
that many Members of thejGoveriiment had 
frequently declared iFiemselves in fii^vour of 
^principles of economy. To the Right Ho- 
nourable Baronet, the First Lord of the A\l- 
niralty, he need surely not appeal on a 
question of this kind ; he (Mr. llume) was 
sure of his vote ; he ha<l iieeii & pillar of 
reform and retrenchment when ^ out of 
office, and his s^ieech on .the*sum| paid to 


PrivyCouncillor.s would long be remembered. 
The Honourable Member concluded by pro- 
posing — “ That it is the opinion of this 
House, that the utmost atmntion to eco- 
nomy in all the branches of public expen- 
diture, is, at all tiine.s, a great and imiioit- 
ant duty ; and that it is the opinion of this 
House, that sinecure offices, and offices held 
by deputy in the army and navy, unne- 
cessary and inexpedient as a means of re- 
munerating public services.” 

Mr. RoImiisoii seconded the motion. 

Lord Althorp sai/f he had always been 
opposed to the abolition of the military and 
naval offices which were called sinecures. 
He thought it ab.soliitely necessary, unless 
they were prepared to increase to a very 
great extent the expenditure for the effi- 
cient service of the country, that there 
should be some means of rewarding indivi- 
duals who had deserved .well of their coun- 
try. The HonoiiVahle Member liad said 
the House of Commons would he always 
ready to reward cases of merit. He freely* 
admitted that ; for he believed tlie House 
of (Summons, like all popular assemblies, 
to be but too ready to do so, and would go 
too far in bestowing rewaids upon such 
public servants as might appear to them 
' meriturious ; and lie ielt persuaded that 
such inodes of graivfcng public niont^ w^q|d 
lead to more lavish expenditure than would 
ever be attenfjded by any servants of the 
Crown. lie objected also to the arguments 
of the Honourable Member iqiun another 
ground ; it fras quite a new constilutional 
principle for any one to contend that the 
House should assume to itself one of the 
prerogatives of the Ciowii. One source of 
expeiibc, ns connected with military ser- 
vice, had often been made a subject of 
complaint ; lie alluded to the appointment 
of Lieuteiiaiil-Goveriiors in the West In- 
dies. He was happy to say that arrange- 
ments bad been made for etfectmg a great 
saving. A certs^n number of the smaller 
islands were placed umler one Lieuteuant- 
Goveiiior, by which a saving of froih seven- 
teen to yighteen thousand pounds a year 
had been Aade. 

Colonel Davies suppoited the motion# 
He triiste^l that the military sinecures 
would he done a'fvay witlj, and the offi- 
cers put upon a footing moie generally 
equal and js.st than that on which they now 
stbud. The amount of these sinecures, if 
di.stril)iited equally amyngst the body 
of military serWuii.s, would tend to their 
comfort, and theis sgrvice.s'* well entitled 
them fo such consideration at the hands of 
their count ly. 

Lord George Li^inox agreed with the 
ftrst resolution, but ^ould not support the 
second. The questiut resolvUd itself into 
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this — WAS the House or the Crown to be the 
dispenser of patronage ? He confessed that 
he could not u^iderstand the grounds upon 
which it could oe contended that Major- 
Generals, who had risked their lives and 
spent their best years in*the public service, 
should be kept on the small pitttxnce of 
17tf. a day; and it came to that, if they 
were not to ^ allowed to hold regiments or 
governments. He admitted that his own 
relative, the Duke of Gordon, had a regi- 
ment, the Fir.st Royals which had been now 
twenty-four years in India, but that, he 
contended, was no abuse of the patronage 
most properly vested in the Crown. 

Mr. O’Connell said that in his opinion, 
the command of a regiment twenty-four 
years in India, possessed by a noble-, 
man of large fortune resident in this coun- 
try, was a grievous abuse. If au officer 
deserved well of hia couiyry, let him come 
before Parliament, and let it reward him 
anther by the grant of money, or by an 
appointment to office. That was the proper 
way, since the distribution of the public 
purse was the privdege of that House. 

Sir James Graham said, that in that part 
of the Administration with which he was 
connected a saving of one million had been, 
effected. He stated this in reply to the 
llvnouicble Member fof Middlesex, and to 
show that his pledges were njt mere empty 
boasts. He was ofopiuion the offices alluded 
to by the Honourable Member for Middle- 
sex could not be done away w itliout mate- 
rially impairing the army and navy ser- 
vice* He contended that a stimulus was 
necessary both to army and naval officers, 
and he would not be doing his duty either 
to his country or King if be consented to a 
motion which would weaken the energy 
and destroy the efficiency of the service. 

Mr. Roebuck supported the motion. 

Major Reauclerk was convinced that 
nothing was more hurjtful to the army in 
general, or more disagretable to the ma- 
jority of the officers both of the army and 
navy, tlian those sinecures. He knew it to 
he the casp, for nothing* could hetmore dis- 
agreeable to them than the c^ilision into 
which those sinecures brought them with 
the people, andrriie bad feelings they created 
throughout the ©ountry. 

Captain Yorke said, — that the speech of 
the Gallant Officer who had j«Rit sat down 
was at variance with the statement of tiie 
Right' Honourn^blc Baroveti«'who had said 
that those s^ipcures were givep to *1hose 
officers of the Brititd»* ffavy who h^d dis- 
tinguished themselves in the service of His 
Majesty. The Right ^lonourJlde Baronet 
had stoticrd that the savings effected in his 
department had not iif tlie least injured tlfe 
tiffieiency of* the ser^ce. He had effected 


a reduction to the extent of iwo'inillion8,’aiid 
in so'doing be had reduced the most efficients 
part of the service. He had reduced 1 000 ma- 
rines and 4000 seamen, and hejiad reduced 
the expenses of equipments, &c., to tho 
extent of 400,000/, He had seen the dock- 
yards at Portsmouth, and he could assure 
the House that they never were so dean 
swept as at the present^ moment. About 
six weeks ago he visited them, and he could 
a.ssure the. House that, if any of the Go- 
vernment vessels had had occasion to come 
from Holland to reBt, there was not as 
much as a lower mast, or a topsail-yard, in 
the Avholc place to aid them. He was 
aware that this was foreign to the question, 
yet, us the statement had" been made by 
the Right Honourable Baronet, he thought 
it only fair to set the House right as to tho 
efficiency of the service. The Right Ho- 
nourable Baronet had made a clear state- 
ment, and a true one in every sense ;^but 
it appeared to him (Captain Yoike) that the 
Honourable Member for Middlesex was not 
so desirous of cutting ()own sinecures as of 
taking them out of the gift of the Crown. 
Now', he«was of opinion that these were 
times in which they could not too much 
strengthen the Crown, and he concurred, 
therefore, with tho Right Honourable 
Baronet in thinking that these apnoint- 
raents should remain with thf Uiown. 
The Honourable Member for Worcester had 
expressed a desire that sinecure places for 
military and naval officers should be done 
away with, and that the half- pay. should he 
increased ; but how, he would ask, were the 
people to be benefited by the adoption of 
y’.n a plan^ It would be only robbing 
Peter to pay Paul. The Honourable Mem- 
ber for Dublin had said “Divide," in order 
that the country might see who were for 
sineiures and who were not ; and he (Cap- 
tain Yorke) would also say “ Divide,” in 
order to see, who courts popular favour and 
who dues not. He wished himself for po- 
pularity us much as any man, hut he did 
not wish to acquire it by truckling to one 
set of men because they were the strongest, 
but rather by endeavouring to hoM a fair 
and equal hand between the interests of tho 
county on tho one haifJ, and the honour 
and dignity of the Crown^iipon the, other.' 

Mr. Cobbett said that his .objection was, 
that our great expenditure was not paid by 
the nobility or tended gentry or cleigy of 
the coimtry. 

^Mr. Shed said that the question could be* 
decided as on abstract one. 

Sir J. Ilobhouse observed that the quefi- 
tion was, whether the House of Commons 
should l^ave ihC distribution of military re- 
wards i,< the hands of the responsible ad- 
visers oil the Uiown, subjetjt, 'however, to its 
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own anmm revision, or take iliem all to it- 
s*plf without any immetliate responsibility P 
Let gentlemen call to mind the great can- 
vassing which takes place on every question 
where private inferests, rail-roads, and so 
^ 11 , are concerned. Shoidd it result that 
Varliament wa^ to confer the original grants 
for this branch of service, it would be im- 
possible to calculate the extent of the in- 
vidious cavillings and canvassings which 
would accompany each detail of every case. 
The Honourable Baronet said tbo King 
frequently used his power to make these 
grants in adding to the income of merito- 
rious officers whose pay w'as not sufficient. 
For instance, a Colonel Dumas, who, after 
a service of many years, became blind, And 
by the regulations was not entitled to receive 
full pay, inasmuch as he had not been 
wounded in action, lately obtained a small 
Majorship. The Honourable Member for 
Middlesex recently said thkt all men who 
took a large pait in public matters like him- 
self (Mr. Hume) should keep things in a 
proper train, by making Ministers a little 
iiseasy. Mr. Iluine himself had acted most 
zealously up to this principle, for he had con- 
tinued to annoy every Ministry he had ever 
come in contact with. With respiffct to him- 
self (Sir J. C. Hobhouse) he could nss^ire 
Mr, Hume that his plan had succeeded to 
his heart’s content ; for he could assure that 
Honourable Cilentlcman that he (Sii^. C. 
Hobhouse) had not had an hour’s peace 
since he entered into office. It was no plea- 
sant thing f«dr him to come down every day 
to the House to be badgered by so inge- 
nious a gentleman as Mr; Ilume. 

Sir K. Codrington opposed the motion. “ 

Sir jT. Burdett said some of the sjiecches 
he had hoard were much better adapted 
the Corn Exchange in Dublin, and a pro- 
miscuous multitude assembled round (n- 
vent-garden. A vulgar view ud capiandum 
had been taken of the subject toeexcite the 
indignation of the people, by the suggestion 
that the Government weie taking unjustly 
ami unfairly from the pockets of the people. 
*pi^ e had been much of exaggeration on 
iSe Resent* occasion, but ho expected from a 
Reformed Parliament a calm judgment ^nd 
a dispassionate consideration. 

Mr, M..O’Connel said the Honourable 
Baronet talked of arguments ad ^captandum 
vttltms / but if ever there was a man who 
had made use of such argumSiits, who had 
indeed lived upon them, it was the Ho/four- 
abfe Baronet. If the Honourable Baronet 
had left that off, he might at least suffer 
othefs to catch the mantle that was falling 
from his shoulders, now that he was a^iceml- 
iiig to the third heaven. begged the 
Hunotirahle Baronet not to forgjft, tmit in 
^nc of his addresses Jp the electors of Y^est-^ 


minster, before he was sitting on the Minis- 
terial side of the House, he not only talked 
of sinecures as evils, but hi^^Told the people 
not to rest till they had made all the sine- 
cun'sts disgorge all jhat they had ever tidcen 
in past times of their ill-gotten and enor- 
mous wealth. 

Mr. Briscoe opposed the motion. • 

Mr. Hume had never seen sinecures 
(though he was alniost ashamed to say it) 
half so well defended by the Tories as they 
were now by the Wfligp. The Tories, if 
ever they came back to office, might learn 
something from the Honourable Members 
opiiosite. If Ministers were anxious to carry 
on the great work they had begun, they 
must banish sinecurists from the army, 
^^icll afforded the means of bribing indivi- 
duals iiUhis and the other House of Parlia- 
ment, and of trampling on the tights of the 
people. • 

The House then divided — for the motion, ^ 
138 ;’against if, 232. Majority against the 
motion, 94. 

House of Lords, February 19. 

Liritle/iani^Genef'ai Sir Hudson Lowe,’--- 
Previous to the Committee on the Dtsturb- 
aflees ill Ireland Bill, Lord Teynham sug- 
gested that the Proclnmation issuefl^ndc* 
such bill, declaring any county To be in a 
* state of disturbance, should be signed by a 
certain number of Privy Councillors, in ad- 
dition to the signature of the Lord-Lieute- 
nant. To raise a question on the subject, he 
moved for returns respecting the Privy 
(''ouncillors resident in Ireland. His Lord- 
ship observed that he had the highest con- 
•fidenco in the present Lord -Lieutenant, but 
he might be succeeded by a Sir Hudson 
Lowe. 

The Duke of Wellington rose for (he 
purpose of defending a most respectable 
officer inHisMaiesty’s service, who nad been 
attacked, and who ^uld not be present to de- 
fend himself. The Noble Baron had thought 
proper to cast an imputation upon SirTiud- 
son Lovre. JThe Nobfe BaYon had j^id that 
he was perfenily, ready to place confidence 
in the Noble Marquis, who was at the lie.id 
of the Irish Government, but4)iat, in order 
to guard agamst any* abuse, jome amend- 
ment in the measure was necessary, for. that 
he might be succeeded by some Sir Hudson 
Low*. What did the Noble Baron mean 
by that expression? He (the IJukeof Wei- 
liDgton)»wa8 acquainted with tliat Gallant 
‘ Officer, and his l)eHevg^' there was not in the 
service oi* His Majesty a more respectable 
man than Sir Hudson Lowe. ^ 

Loid Teynham discIAimed any in^Rion 
of atpersing the character of Sir Hudson 
Lowe. He had not the wonour of^knowiug 
him, ^iid he only spoke of him gs ho un- 
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derstood his character through general re- 
port , and tins he would say, that Sir Hud' 
son Lowe, as (iVvernor of St llekna., was 
throughout Europe hi Id up as a man of an 
aibitrory charaUer, and unfit to bo in- 
trusted with the chaigo he had tlieie 

Karl Bathurst said, peih ips liy prolonging 
the co»\er9ation it was giung too niucli 
impoitanct^o the subjcit, jtt he could not 
sit still and hear such an accus ition as that 
brought lorwird by the Noble Lord, with >ut 
rising to oflei a woidrin defence of his gal 
lant tiieiid. Ilo ufost distiuctl} dimed the 
truth ot the accus ition 1 hat g ilia it ofhcci 
had peifoimid Ins duty in a m inner which 
redounded to hi» honour, and his charactei 
was without a stun Ihis was acknow- 
ledged by all well-infoiined persons both cut 
home and abroad 

The motion was eieiitually negatived 

HoLsr ot ( OMMONS, Fi^niii. Au\ 19 

On the motion of Mr Gillon a ictiirii 
was ordered of all ofiicvs to which no duty 
19 attached, and ot all ofh is, the duties ol 
which arepciformid by dcjnit), in theanny 
and iiivy, stating the r ink ot '^uch iflhtts, 
the ii'mes of the individuals filling them, 
and how long they have bLcn in actual str- 
vice. 

* ri^aacARr 22 

j^ppomf mentis under the *Ctou n — Nto ah 
and Militaty M^mben — Mi Iluino moved 
for the appoijitruent of ‘‘ a Select Committee 
to examiue and repoit the ni nhei of Mem- 
bers of both Houses of Parliament who hold 
office, place, and eniolument under the 
Clown or public ofhies, and the amount of 
salaiies and allowances, piesent and in re- 
version.” Ihe Honour ihle Membci ex- 
picssed his opinion that no individ » il hold- 
ing office at the pleasure of the Crown 
should sit and vote in the House of Com- 
mons, add he would even cairy his piiiu iple 
BO far as to exclude officeis in the army and 
navy. He had stated ‘iHiat oimiion before, 
audri^f had been considered a very extraor- 
dinary one, but itwrs founded on expen 
ence. On leferniig to duc^viui^^ts he tound 
it somehow or other happened that the great 
majority of. the niilitary aiid naval ofhi'crs 
m the House had aliCajs bc^i in the hibit 
of voting witii the (lovirnmtut in support 
of nieasures w Inch wcit* pr^udiciil to the 
interests of the country nt large. Thi^ was 
the case m the unreformed Pailiameuts— • 
what might happen hoV he did i^ot know. 
The DumbWof persop^ sitting in that House < 
who held appoiiilments under t^ie Oown 
had latterly diminished. Jn 1714 there 
weiAoO persons oC this description in (he 
House; in 1717 there weie 257, aqd in 
1822, 149 , but t£*i8 number required to be 
further reduced. 


On the suggestion of Lord Althorp, the 
motion was so amended as to require aft 
account with resjicct to antecedent ik*ciods. 

An Honourable Member thought tlinfc 
the people ought to be allowed tosv.iid whom* 
thiy pleased to rej leseut theiniu the House 
ofCtuninons Although he was an otfictr,'*^ 
he belicv cd th it he should conduct himself 
with us much tempi r, jiKvlgment, and impai- 
tialitj, as the llimourahle Mcinlki for 
Minflks/<x himsilf OHhieis who wi re re- 
ceiving 1 small pittance of h lU p »j , the only 
11 wad of sLivius petfoirned for then eouri- 
tij, were as likcl\ to -ict iiidependcnlly as 
persons who weie einliavouinig to eouit 
populirity by appeihiig to the passions of 
thoc people 

Ulr Hume s iid that the last spe iktr was 
mistaken it he snppusid that he meant to 
ciluninute any person All Muubeis ot 
thit House w'tre honourable inin, and 
though he found MemU^rs voting iij one 
parliculirwij on all occisums, tiny weie 
still honour ihli min He could not sup- 
pose thar oiheers would ict otluiwise th in 
as lionoui ible min, hut hi knivv tint tiny 
stood nr i difK rent situ ition tiom himselt 
in ihut llou-^e ihe King loiihl not depnve 
him of ct commssini, hut he luiild an 
officer, consupiintl) he wis a dijcnduit 
m'm llicu wis on tin tihlc of tlu House 
a retuin, vvhuh showed tint up\»aids of 
1000 ofhcir-. had been dipiivid oi their 
comrdissions witliout hi mg tiled h> a court- 
martial, ami wnliDut iii) iiason being as- 
signed fui their dismiss il Ji,t might he 
ricollectid that a gillaiit olhiei oi high 
rnputation, foimi rly Meinbii tor S utliwaik, 
t\vas deptived ol his conninssioii, without any 
e luse assignid, iml when lu appi ih ^ to the 
House ot ( oimnonslie could ol * uii no le- 
i| i PS, lie begged it to be undeistood, that 
ift what he hid slid respecting ofheers he 
meant nothing offensive to anj individual. 

Captaip JJiikcVy said, that it the Ho- 
nourable Member lor Muldlisex had not on 
foiiiie? occasions cast imputations on those 
Members who wire in the luihit of suppoit- 
ing (loverniiieiit he might have felt uuii^ 
nation at what had ialli n from hiin-wim 
rispict to the officers of the uimy and navy, 
of ''the litter of wham he w.i8 om*. The 
Honourable Member i6uld not know What 
the word honuui nn ant, gi he never would 
suppose that ,m officer would sill his con- 
stituents for the B.Jce of his paltry half-pay. 
Ev«fy officer would throw back upon the 
^ Honourable Member the imputation wWch 
he had cast upon them Irom his sup- 
posing that ofhceis could be actuated by 
such motives as ho attributed to them, he 
coiihf not lit^i thinking, that if the Ut>- 
uo^fible Member were m their situation 
he wouUrhiinself be actuated by those mp» 

‘ tlVCB. 
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’An Hononrablo Member said, that after 
having served his country for forty years he 
had been returned to that House by a large 
constituency. Ho thought that the Honour- 
able Member for Middlesex should have 
fried the officers of the army and navy a 
little longer Imfore he attacked them. 

Sir Kdward Codriifgtoii said he would not 
condescend to reply to the imjmtations 
which the Honourable Member f^r^idK^le- 
sex had cast upon tho officers of the army 
and navy ; but he wished to say a few words 
as to the Honourable Member’s general 
proposition. He (Sir Edward Codringtou) 
considered half* pay not as a retaining fee, 
but a reward for past services He was 
ready to maintain that proposition either on 
the principle on which pensions were granted 
or by a reference to the opinion of the twelve 
Judges delivered in the case of the former 
Dukij^of St. Alban’s, wheit a lieutenant in 
the navy, in 1793. It was proposed to de- 
prive the Duke of his half-pay, on account of 
his not having offered^imself for service, but 
the twelve Judges gave it as their opinion 
that it could not be taken from him^ because 
it was the reward of past services. 

Mr. P. toward said that somw instances 
of officers being dismirtsed from the service 
occurred in the early part of the American 
war; ^it^pSuch cases had rarely occurred, 
lately. The ground on which Sir 11. Wil- 
son was deprived of his commission \^s one 
strictly military. 

Mr. Roo&iick did not think it was a good 
principle to restrict the choice of the people 
with respect to their representatives, 
existing law declared certain persons int t 
gihle|to sit in Parliament. IIis Honourable 
Friend (Mr. Hume) had only followed ^t 
that principle, and by so doing had shown 
that it was bad. J 


quence of his being unable from illness to 
go out, when called on to d(^^. 

Lord John Russell said, that it was a regu- 
lation with respect to Cheh.ua pensioners, 
that if, when called*upon* to serve in a ve- 
teran battalion, they did not answer the 
call, they were no longer considered as pen- 
sioners. The same rule appli^, tie be- 
lieved, to officer.s on half-pay. If, liowever, 
a KiiflBcient reason was given for their ab- 
sence, they were reiqptdfed in the list of 
pensioners. He had written a letter to the 
Honourable Member for Oldham respect- 
ing the pensioner to whom he had alluded, 
and had directed it to Mr. William Cohhett, 
as he uinlerstood the Honourable Meinlier 
dssliked the title of “esquire.” The Ho- 
nourable Membei retiirn,ed an answer, stat- 
ing that the letter was unsatisfactory, for 
no other reason t^at he*(Lord John Rus- 
sell) could imagine than that the Iloiiour- 
ahle Member had, in this instance, as in^ 
others, changed his mind, and was di'-sa- 
tisBed with the mode of address which he 
hiid himself prescribed. 

Mr. Ci>bbett said that the part of the let- 
ter which was iinsiitisfiictory was the inside, 
^nd not (he outside. * 

Lord John Russell said, — that with re- 
spect to the qiiestioE, whetheij^ w«i desi9> 
able that per^ns in particular situations 
should be excluded fiom that House, he 
was inclined to concur, for the first time he 
believed, with the Honourable Member for 
Bath (Mr. Roebuck). He thought it a bad 
principle to restrict the choice of the people. 
If a brave and gallant officer, acquainted 
with the interests of his country, was chosen 
as the representative of any constituency, 
he for one was not disposed to put a veto 
on that choice. 

Colonel Torrens could not concur in the 


Mr. Cobbett said that by the Act of Set- 
tlement all officers under the ^rown, civil 
and militar}, were excluded from that 
House. For his own part, he wouW rather 
see yiilitary officers in that House than the 
S&Uidowiiers, who had pocketed so much of 
public money. He agreed with the 
Gallant Admiral, that the half-pay of officers 
ought to be regardell as the reward of past 
seVvices^ aud tTiat*they ought not to be sub- 
jected to the same sort of trealrffeiit as SirR. 
Wilson had r,eceived. He was sorry to say 
that there were in ditfgrent jfarts of England 
Several old soldiers and sailors who had been 
fhaimed in the service of their country, at^ 
who had had their pensions taken from them 
wfthout any cause assigned. He had a 
petition to present from an old soldier, re- 
siding in Oldliam, who had* been bounded 
in the battle of Waterloo, complaining that 
his pension bad, been withherd, in conse- 


principle which had been laid dipvn by his 
li^nourahle Friend (Mr. Hume). It that 
principle had beef acted upon, Lord Chat- 
ham never, could have been a public man. 
He could not consent toi^subject himS^ff to 
the discqlll^^ of hYs Honourali]^ Friend, 
aud he tb(?^e^bre thought it right to leave 
the camp .is quickly as possible. (The Hon. 
Member, vsho occigiied a })l!Uce near Mr. 
Hume, here took up his hat, and imme- 
diately moved off to a distant part .of the 
H ouse, amiAt shouts of laughter.) 

Mr. Ilume said he was very glad his Ho- 
nourable Friend^Jiad Left th# camp, for he 
wasof*veix little service in jt. With re- 
spect teethe insinuAionS cast upon him by^ 
an Ilonourajde Member opposite, he begged 
to say that he threM^tlieni back with con- 
tempt. 

^The motion was agiKed to, and the Com- 
mittee appointed. • • 
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NAVV, 


ROYAL MARINES. 


PROMOTIONS. 

Captains. 

Thomas C.uc\v. 

(Commander's. 

J. T, Wjiion. 

Win. Moljneuy. 

Win SamwcU (reliiod). 
JohiiTurnoi (^i) dilto 

Lieutenant s. 

R. W OtM.iy. 

J. W. Morgan. 

K T. HairiPs. 

T V. Anson ® 

J T. Warren 

Surgeon. 
r. Mnrtj n. 


APPOINTMENTS. 

COMMAND! RS. 

C Cumhy Portsnioutli Oril. 

Spiv'-er iSnaytli f?. . . .(’onsl Guaiil. 

Lieutenants. ' 


Adolp. .Slade 
.1 (» Nops . . 

E. EarTolt . . 
W. H guin. 
G, A. Hemy 
If. W. Clare 
.LTyesen . . . 
M. Vitton. . . 

F. Liardot . . 
E. W Pitt.. 

R Dnr}«r . . 

J IL Helby. 
J. I^aingwoiU 
J.SteMart(A) 
J H Weller 
L D. Ramsay 
K Harvey . . . 
J. W. Morgan 


.Victory. 
.Jaekd.iw. 

. Oitto. 
.Rritoinait. 

.Clio. 

.Wnrspilc. 

. Ditto. 

.Out Pension. 

. Snake. 

, Port •'month Old. 

. Ditto 

.Ilonnd PpA Cut. 
.Coast Guard. 

, Do. 

. Do. 

, Do. 

. Do. 

^ Madagascar. 


J. S. Taylor 


J'^ABTBsTS. 


.V»ol«> 


AesistanT'SurgeoSts. 


C F. Krablie . 

G. R«m.....o * 

J. Clark, M.D 

A. Stuart 

J..rotct8 

3. Donovan,fM D < 

J. A. Mould 

W m. Duncan 


. .VSkyrark. 

.... Ditto. 

. . . Deo Steamer. 

f c^alntnaiider 
'“1 Steamer <■ 

. . .Uhaflamanthus. 
. c.<Britoinnit. 
...Clio. ® 
....Snake. 


Purser. 


H. B teuton Alfred (acting). 


PUOMOnONS. 

U B Puddieomhe to bo Second Lieutenant} 
W . tUislhidd to bo ditto 


ARMY. 


Sr. JAMES’S P\L\(^E, Feb 22, 18.33. 

The Kiugs.is thi'i d.iy plrii-ied to confer the 
honour of Knighthood unun Cuptaiu Richard 
.Siienecr, Companion of toe Most lIonoiir.Tblo 
Mihl.iiy Order of the Hath, Military Kniglit 
C'onimandcr ol the Royal lI.moM'rian Guelphic 
Order 


W Ml OFFICE, Feb. 26. , 

The King was this day pleased to confer tho 
honour of Knighthood upon f.i cut -General F A, 
Wctheiall. of Castleh.xr, (»rcat I'hnling, Middlesex, 
Military Knight (ii.ind Crosb of tho Royal llano- 
\i*nnn Gu-lphic Older 

Tho King n a!> this day plc.iMcd to confer the 
honour of Knighthood upon Lieut -Oenci.il D. L 
T. Widdnngion, Militaiy Knight Co^imander ot 
the Royal Hanoi eii.iu Guelphic Order. 

'Die Kmg m.is this day pleased to confer the 
hoDom of Knighthood u]>on Colonel J. It t^.ivage, 
of tho Royal Marinos, Companion Cl tlic Most 
Uonouiiiblc Militaiy (hdci of the Il.ith, and Mi- 
lil.aiy fcniglit Commander of the Royal llano- 
ieri.in (iiielphie Older. 

The King has Ixen nlc.ised to direct letters 
patent to Ix' p.issed nnder the (heat Seal of the 
United Kingdom, granting to Lieut -General J. H. 
Mo^l, the offiee or pl.Tce of Lieutenant of his 
Tower of London, lice Colonel Lotd 
redeiitk FitE-Claienep. 


\ OFFICE OF ORDNANCE, Feb. 22. 
(kdnaiirc Medical Department — Assist -Surg. 
T, Ii. guigley, to lx* Surgeon, lice Parker, dec. 


Royal Soiitli GlouccBler Militia.— W. W. 
Vickery, Gent to lx* Kubign. 

(JlouceRter YeoroaHiy Caialry. — T. FullJamoE, 
(ient to be Cornet, lice Skey, lesignecl. 

Southern Nottinghamshire Vecfmaiiry Caialry.* 
— T. A. Campbell, Gent, to be Second Lieut 
T. Ikirlx-r, jiin. resigned, J. Rollestone, Gent, to 
be Cornet, lice T. A C.nmplx*ll, promoted. 

FifP Yeomanry Caialry' -Hon. J. Bruce, to Ixi 
lieutenant; Wm. Glass, Oeiit. to bo Comet, ilco 
Ste w .art, resi gged . ' 

WAB-OFFl^'K, Maich 1. 

2d Fjot— Ensign Henry Reynolds, from tho 
17 th Regt. to be Lieut, without p, vice GahUl, ap]^ 

the 72d Foot. 

7th Foot.— Cnpf. Wm. Guard, from tho 
Ri'gl. to bo (’apt. vice Ilad, who exch. * 

24th Foot. — Brevet Col. Francis Skelly Tidy, 
from IjiiH Recnd^iM Staff, to be Lieut -(Jolonel, 
vico Fleming, appHnapecting Field Officer of a 
Recruijfdg District. 

62d F(K)t. — Cant. Herlwrt Byng Hall, from the 
710! Rogt. to bo Capt. licc Oiturd, who cxch, 
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PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS. - . 


73(1 Foo^^tiieut. David Cahill, from the 2d 
to he Lieut. i\;ithout w. vice Owi;iin, dec. 
•75th Fcjot.—t’apt. Win Fowden Hindle, from 
h. p. unatt. to lie fhvpt. ^lce James John Graham^ 
who exch. 

90th Foot.— Lord Jas. llere^ford, to be Fnsii'ii, 
by p vir(T (iraham, ^^ho retires. 

^ Royal Military College. — Assist-Snrgoou Robt. 

10)uukin Smyth, from the h. p. of the y5th Hegt. 
to be Asdist.-Surgeun. 

Unatt.iclied.— LitMit. James Davis, from the 98th 
Uegt. to be Capt. witlwut p 

Meraorandii. -— The (bite of Ideut, ITerbevt Taylor 
Lewis’s pi'omotion, in the 40th Hegt. is the 9th 
Nov. 1831, instead of the 17th of that^n^tflF. 

'Fbo date of Lieut Henry Guntou’s promotion, 
iu the 50th Regt. is the 29th Dee. 1832, ipsteail 
of tho 18tli January, 1833. 


M\nen 8. 

5th Regt. of Drag. Guards. — Lieut. Abri^uim 
Rulton, to be ('apt. by p. vieo Hampton, who ret. ; 
Cornet James Fitemaurict* SA>tt. to be Lieut by 
p \ico Bolton; Richard Blaekwood, Gent to be 
Cormd, by p vice Seolt 

12th Light Drags. — Charles Brett, Gent, to bo 
Vetevinary Surgeon, \ic(» Bunbnvy, whose ap- 
pointment has not taken place* 

Ist or Gren. Regt. of Foot Guards.— Lieut and 
Capt. Frederick Clintou,to be Adfut. vice Fitzroy, 
wlio resigns the Adjutancy only. 

8lh Foot— Lieut. Thfla. Rutherford Thompson, 
to Ik* Capt. by p. lice Laing, who retiies; Ensign 
Walter Ogih y. to be Lieut. liV p. vice Tdiompnou ; 
Stephenson Brown, Gent, to be Ensign, hyp. vice 
Ogihyr. 

17th Footi^— Arthur TIyd(* Luca.s, flent, to be 
Ensign, by p. vice Rejuolds, promoted in the 2d 

* 

OTd l^ot.— Capt. Archibald Robertson, from the 
57tli Uegt.^) b<* Capt vice Caldwell, who exeh. • 

39th Foot— Lieut.-Geiieral Hon. Sir Robert 
William O’Callaghan, K.C.B, from tfll* 97th 
Kegt. to hfi Colonel, vice Lieut.-General Sir 
George Airey, K.C II., (h'e. 

55tn Foot^Alexauder (himpboll, (xent to be 
Ensign, by p. vice De Havilaiui, promoted. 

57th Foot. — Capt i’liirk Maries Caldwell, i^im 
the 33(1 Hegt. to be Capt vice Robertson, who 
cxcli. ; Lieut. Thomas I’oiter, from h. p. unatt tu 
be Li^it vice .Tobn Story, whu exeh. 

C2d Foot. — Ensign Valentine Laiigmcad Lewis, 
tulx' Lieut, by p. vice Hill, who retires; llevT 
Wells, (ient 1('> be linsigu, by w vice Lewis. 

75th Foot — Lii'ut. Peter Delancey, to 1 m* Giipt. 
by p. vice Hindle, who retires; Ensign William 
Robert Halliilay, to bo Lieut by p. vice Debvucey. 

97th'Foot. — Major-(i(Mier#l the HRjlit Hon. Sir 
Jleniy Harilinge, K. C.B., to be Colonel, vice 
Lieut-General Sir R. W. O’Walhighan, afp. to the 
command of thelBOth Regt. 

t Hospital Stall — Robert Jame.son, (xent, to bo 
iJhi^t.-Suy?eon to the Forres, vice Skelton, dee. 

* Memorandum. — The date of Riding-master 
Henry Phillips, app, to tho Cornetcy in the 7th 
Light Dragoons, is th(%lltU Dec. 1829, hutihe is 
to4ako rank in the ^miy from the origlniil date 
viz. 25th March, 1828. 


ST.JAmIeS’S PAI^ACE^ March 13. 

Tlic King was tills day pleased to invesiRoar- 
Mmiral Sir Thomas Baker with the ensigns of a 
Kuight Commander of tlio Most Honourable MUi» 
tarn Order of the rfath. 

Tho King was this day pleased to confer tho 
honour of Knighthood upon Lieut-Gonorol Henry 
John Cumming. Military Kiii^ Commander of 
tho Royal Hanoverian Guglphic Order, 


DO\^NING.STllEET. March 13. 

The King has been pleased to appoint Major- 
General II. C. Darling, to bo Liuut.-Govcruor of 
the island of Tobago. 


Vt'AH-OF^ICE, Mareh 15. 

2d Regt. of Drag. Gds. — Lieut. James Salmoud, 
to lie Adj. vice A(hy son. who I'esigns tho Adjev, 

7th Regt. of liight Drag. Guards.^^oruet and 
Adj. Thomas Paterson, to nave tho rank of Lieut. 

15th Light Dragoon Guards. — Cornel Denis 
Brovvi(\ to l)e Lieut, by purch. vice Riddell, who 
ret ; Cornet Thomas N^lor, to lie Lieut, by p. 
vice Teny, wdio n*t. ; Arthur Baker, Gent, to* Ik^ 
Cornet hy p. vice Biowuo; Edmund Carrington, 
Gent, to bo Corn(*t, by p. vice Naylor. 

Cth Regt. of Fool —Morris Hall, Gent, to be 
Ensign, hy p. v iee Bailey, wdio ret. 

lull Foot — Hon. George Augustus Frederick 
Clarence graves, to bo Kns. by p, vice Keane, ap- 
<fointed to the 33(1 Foot. ^ 

14th Foot— Ensign Matthew ('arlisle "Wilder, 
to be Lieut, without p. vice Maxw'ell, di'c, ; Arthur 
Wellington Campbell, Gent. ^o lie Ens. without p. 
vice Wilder. • 

16th Foot. — Francis Roger Palmer, Gent, to bo 
Ens. by p. v ice Irw’in, who ret. ^ 

33d Foot.— Ens. Francis Todd, to be Lieut, by 
p. vice Forlics, prom. ; Ens. Edward Arthur Wel- 
lington Keane, from the 11th Foot, to bo Ihisign, 
vice Todd. 

37th Foot.— Ens. William John Monitt, to bo 
Lieut by p vice Creaglic, who n^t. ; James Grig- 
non, (lent to Ihi Ens by p. vice Morritt. % 

% 5ilh Foot,— ('apt Kogi*r Stewart, from the 1st 
West India Regiment, to l»e (Jiipt. v ire John Grif- 
fiths Beavan, who ret %)on h i>. 69th Fo^ • 

66th Foot — Bus. Howell Paynf^^tcTne Lieut, 
wiilioiit p. vice Meech, dec.; John Turner, Gent, 
to be Ens. without p. vice Paynter. 

60th Foot— Capt Frederick William Hamilton, 
from h p, 9Cth Foot, to Ik* (lapt. vice John Baxter 
Cnrloss, w ho rich. receiving the diff. 

63d Foot.— Lieut. Arthur Cunliiro Pole, to be 
Adj. vice Montgomery, who resigns the Adjutancy 
only. 

78th Foot. — laeut. "W'alter Hamilton, to he 
Capt. by p, vice Wall, who ret. ; Ens. John Burns, 
to ho Lieut, by p vieo llamiltun. 

95tli Foot— Ideiit Joseph Cnrnithers, to bo 
(\ipt byp vice Ciilcraft, who ret.; Ens, Joshua 
John Whitting, to be Lieut, by p. vice (auruthers. 

1st AVent India Regt.— Brevet Lieut.-Colonel 
Andrew Leith Hay, fiom h.p. 96th foot, to be 
Capt. vice St(*wart, app. to the 54th Foot. 

In Most India Regt — William^cott Cooj^ier, 
(»ent. to be Ens. by |^ico Jones, who ret. . 

l^iialtachcd.— LicutrJohii Forbes, from jly; 3 3d 
Foot, to be ( .ipt. of Infantry^y p. 

Meinorandj^. — Brefet CT'ut.-Colonel Rooert 
Campbell, iy^|||ffli Foot, has been Allowed to 
retire from the swvice. by the sale of an unattacinjd 
company. • 

Surrey Yetgnai^ Cavalry. — Hf W. R. W. Hal- 
sey to lie Capt. Tice Roderick, resigned ; J. M, 
Molyneux, Gent, to be Lieut, vieo Halsey, prom. 


OFFICE OF^ORDNANCE^Marcli 15. 

Royak Regt. of Artillery.— First Lieut. B. L. 
Poynter, to IIq Secoi^ Capt. vicc^Talbot, det\; 
Second Mont. II. HoUmm, to bi» First Lieut, vica 
Poynter. ** 

Corps of Ro%l Engineers.— Gentleman Cadet 
J. G. M’Kerlie, to be Sif oiid Lieut, with temi>o- 
rnijy rank. 
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BT11THS> MARRIAGES^ AND DRATHd, 


WAR-OFFICE, Marcii 22. 

3tl Refit. Drag. Guarda.— Capfe G. Todd, to bo 
Mtuor, l>y p. vice Hadden, who retires ; Lieut. M. 
P. fteauinan, I9 Le Capt. by p. \ice Todd ; Comet 
J. D. Dyson, to Iks Lieut, by p. ^ieo lieauraan; S. 
Bomfoid, Gent to Iks Comet, by p. vice Dyson. 

8th Refit Light Drag — Cornet J. Robbins, from 
h. p. I2th Light Drag, to he .Cornet, without p. 
vie© Howard, dee. ^ 

lOtli^ LLdij''Prag— LicuU-Col. G. Gore, from 
li. p. If fitit Drag, to be Lieut.- Col. vice H. 
Wyndham, who exch. 

14th Liglit Drag. — Lieut C. Barton, to be Capt. 
byp. vice Gage, who retires; Comet E.^Hoyds, 
to be Lieut, by p. vice Norton; C. Jones, Gent, to 
be Cornet, byV. vice Rovdil 

Ist Foot— Ensign T. Humphreys, to bo Lieut, 
by p. vire Mneken/ae, who retires; D. O. A. Dur- 
rocu, Gont. to be Ensign, by p. ■vice Ilumplueys. 

2d Foot— Lieut. W. M. Lyster. to be (^apt. by 
vice Head, promoted ; Ensign H. R. H._ C. 
wes, *0 be Lieut, by p. vice Lysler ; Englisjh, 
Gent, io oe Ensign, by p. vice Elwes. 

16th Foot.— Ensign M. V. Ablwtt, from the 89th 
Re^. to be Ensign, vice Palmer, who exch. 

Sist Foot— Ensifin R. Boys, to be Lieut liyp. 
vice (’ompbell, who retires^; R. D. Chamberluine, 
Gont. to bo Ensign, by p. \ ieo Boys. 

35th Foot — Bre^et-Lieut-Colonel G. A. Fitsroy, 
ftom h. p, unatt. to bo Major, vice Power, who 
retires. 


40t1i Foot— Lieut. F Qodrington, to be Capt. 
by p vice Butler, prom. ; Ensign F. W. Smith, frto. 
bo Lieut, by p. vkc Codiiiigton; J. M. B. Neill, 
Gent to be Ensign, by p. vice .Smith. 

66th Foot— Lieut, w. Groy, to bo Capt. without 
p. vice Partridge, dereased; ('apt G, Forman, 
from h. p. unatt to be Capt. without p. vice Plck-^ 
ering, deceased ; Ensign J. Wegg, to be Lieitf* 
without p. vice Gray; Cornet J. 1. Lushiitfton/* 
fi-om h. p. Roy. Wag. Train, to Ijo Ens. vice Wegg. 

70th Foot. — W. A. Sv^thcrlaud, Gent, to bo 
Easifiu, by p. vice Bums, prom. 

RDtli Foot— Ensign F» K. Palmor, from the IGlh 
Rp^' i* |ie Ensign, vice Abbott, who exch. 

92d FoiS:. — Cant. J. Forbt's, fiom h. p. uiv'tt. to 
be Capt. vice ll. Macdonald, who exch. 

98tli Foot. — T. C, Ormsby, Gent, to be Ensign, 
by p. \ iee Balfour, who retires. 

Ist West India Regt. — 1), Digges, Gent to be 
Ens’gn, by p. lice Ranisboltom, who ictirea. 

2d Ditto.— Ensign W. H. Nicolls, to be Lieut, 
wifiiout p. vice VVlutcombe, deceased; Ensign 
T, M'Manus, fiom^,h. p. lOlst Regt. to bo Ensign, 
vice Nicolls. 

Unattached. — Capt. C. Hcad^ from 2d Foot, to 
bo Major, by p. ; C.ipt. J. Butler, from 40th Regt. 
to Imj Major, by p. 

Mcmoiaiidnm.-i -Major A. Bowen, h. p., unatt. 
has been allowed to retire from the BUiV’icc by the 
sale of an unatt. commission. 


BIJITHS. MARRIAGE!^ AND DEATHS. 


BIRTHS. ‘ 

At the Cape of Good Hope, the Lady of Lieut- 
Col. England, 75th regt. of a daughter. 

Feb. 25th, at Baudon, the Lady of Major 
Sweeny, late of the 70th regt of a daughter. 

Feb. 25th, at Southsca, the l.ady of Capt. 11. A. 
O’Neill, l‘Jth regt. of a daughter. 

At Ediubro, the Lady of Capt, 11. Campbell, 
9Gth regt. of a son. 

At NotUng Hill Terrace, the Lady of Capt. 
Machonochie, Il.N. of a son. 

At Bodmin, the Lady of Capt. E. Gilbert, R.N. 
of a daughter. 

At Monketown, co. Ckrrk, the Lady of Capt. 
Westropp. R.N. of i son. 

Marm «t. at Rlr’jby Overblow, Yorkshire, the 
Lady flf lieuL-Col. MacLan, 81st regt. of a d,Y'jh. 
ter. ... • • 

Ma/cb 2d at Dysart, tkC Lady of Lord Lough- 
Lifeut.-Col. 9th Lancers, of u son. 

Krarch 3d, the Lt^y of^. E. Foreman, Surgeon 
of H. M. tt^ExcoUent, of a son^ 

At Flymouth. the Lady of Iborne, R.N. 
of a daughter. 

hfai^ 7th, i\i(j Lady of Capt. G. Smith, of the 
Bombay army, of a son. A ^ * 

March lOtli, at Woolwloh, the Lady of Lieut. 
heo^aafd, R.M. of a son. 

March 12th, at Bcckenlmm, l^nt, the Lady of 
Mai [or Dickson, of a daughter, • * < 

March 13th, at Godmersluun Park, Kent, the 
La^ of JdejorcHcnry Knl^htPof a eon and heir. 

March 18th. at Stonelmuse, the Lady^of Capt. 
ERh. R.M. ol^in daught^^. * 

We are requested, bjjiithe best p^Shle au- 
thority,, to contradict the following, birth, inierted 
In our lost Number, from a conniry paeer: ** At 
Leamington, the Lady of Capt. Smith, ^ DiFh< 
Uftdnrs, of a daughter^” , 


MARRIAGES. 

At BAiilsels, HypoUU‘ Ernest, Baron de Poederle, 
to Emily, eldest daughter of Colonel Webber 
Smith, R.lt.A. 

Feb. 23d, in London, Major W» F. Forster, 
Assist -Adj.-Gcmeral, to Caroliue, youngest daugh- 
tenpf the late Right Hou. Hugh Elliott. 

lit Luninay, Abenleen, Col. Fagan, late Adj.- 
Gen. in Bengal, to Maria, daughter of the llev. 
G. Giblwm, Minister of Ix^umuy. 

In Dublin, Lieut. T. W. IJoyd, 4lh Drag. Gds. 
u Charlotte, joungest diftlghler of Thos. Knox 
M*gee, of Fairhill, co. Louth, Esq. 

rtarch 7th. at EufieUl, Llcut.T. Eyton, R.N. to 
Sarah, second daughter of John Foster, Esq. of 
that place. 

At Kingftiourt, County of* Cavan, Capt. John 
F. Gordon, 47th regt. to EssV Dyas, eldest dough- 
tcrofPLilipWaid, Esq. " 

At Newbuiii Cliurrl), Northumlierlond, Major 
K. R, Wilford Brett, 8th Rnyal^rish lliissars, to 
Mary Anne, daughter of Alderman A. ReotLsl& 
Newcastle upon Tyne. * 

March 14tli, at St Martin’ s-in-the-Fields, Capt. 
Jo64iQ>h SimmonK, 41 st regt. to Emma, ehlest 
daughter of John Rose Baker, of Chalk.in 

(ho county of Kent. • 

In Diibllni C.ipt. Benj. Dulf. 92d Highlanders, 
to Emma, daughter of Gregory Haines, Eaq.Dep- 
Com.-General. • 


DEATHS. 


OOLONXL. 

Jan. 22. Wnu Smith,h. p. 60th Foot 


LJXUTXJfAVtT-COLOWStg. 

Jan.^, 0*K«U^;<llth Foot, at Cephalonia, 

Maspb 29, Charles Aly, K.tt. h. p. 2d Line G, L. 9 
Colla ComfbeBi of tbe dith Foot* • 



DEATHS. 


March 15. 1832. Victor Muller, h. p. 2d Drag. 
German I.,ogion. 

Feb. % Quin. h. p. 2lsf Voot, i:)ubHn. - 
Dec. 4, Du Cane, h p, ‘20th Drag, llaslingi. 

C\PrAlN'?. 

Jan. 26. Glubb, Hoy. Inv. Art., Woolwich. 

08t. 9, lleiso, h p. Gcr. Art. 

Feb. 18. Thos. Wilson, h p. R. Mar. 

Iloneyboiuc,#!. p. Indep. 

June 5. Strickland, do, ^ 

Jan 15. Wood. h. p. ^tli Foot. Lit tle .^t oke, 
near W.-iUingford. 40^^ 

JaR. 27, liaron D’Eberotein, h. p. 60th Foot, St. 
Servan. 

Feb, Casfell, h. p 02d F(X)t. 

Feb. 1, Mackrell, lato Oth «. Vet. Batt. 

Aug 2i. Blytli, h. p 12th Foot, 
rrieslley, li. p. I8th Drag. 

L:i!.TfTKVA.XTS, # 

Jan. 27. Bnldoek. Adj H. A^cg. Tr., ir>tho. 

Jan ‘’.3, Daike, -Ith Fmit, Newiy, 

Jan 5, Mee< h. 5fith I'‘oot, Jamaica. 

Jan 28, Owgan. 73d Foot. 

Jan. 13, H. Daw-^on, h. p. 9th Drag. 

Fcl44, Be.iuclork, h p. GOll^Foot. 

— Ji— Dillou. li p I0.}th Foot. 

De l.i Fciigue, h. p. 4th Liu<* (k'r. Leg. 

July 12, Bin Ion, Lite Gth U Vet, Balt. 

' June 25, .Skenett, li. p. iHth Foot. 

• Napper, h. p Indep. 

July 7. wiiite. h. p. Pfov. Batt. . 

Nov 17, Bell, h. p Gape Regl. 

VinouriMix, h.p. 74tU Foot. 

Feh. 19, Co» ke, h. p a7th Foot.^ m 

^ Imjley, h. p 56th Foot. 

All* 3, Meiedith, h p. 5lh Frwt. • 

lEayJ, Diwson h p. 2d F'oot 
Nov.*‘Wciers, li. p. 3d Foot CJs. • 

Aug. 12, I.ayeock, li p Cnpe 
Dec. 17, Plajloid, h. p An.CorpsT^*^ 
(oaNLi's, sfcofrn mfi'ti-nan rs, am» fnsto^ 
Jan. 1 l.SUcalfield, 2d Iaf<* (ids., Toupiay, Devon. 
Jan. 29, Macken/ie, 46th r( ot, Falkland, Fife- 
ahiie ^ ^ 

Maieh 21, lligdoiT h. p. 281h Foot, % 

Jan. 28, Urtiekman, h p 22d Di.xg. 

April 8, CVimpbell, h ivtslLh Foiit 
D# 12, Minaidi, h; p (\iis Rang. 

Oct. 28,Elrin«'lun, h. p. 90th Foot. 

Rudy Old, li.p. 85lli Fool. 


late Major-Ge^ral Bnnnntyne, of the Hon. East 
India Compan'w sendee. 

th, Lieut -Gol. \ 


Armstrong, h. p. 7th Foot. 

QUABTFR'K^ThRS. • 

• ■ June 4, Pitchtbrd, h. p. Brit. Feuc. 

Jnn. 5, llryTe-h. p. 15th Foot. Olasgo^. 

Jan. 31, Johnton, h. p. Gth Drag., Arniagli. 

COMfllSMAHIAT DFPAlirMENT. 

Jbly l4. Dep.-Assist.-Com.-Geu. Maddox, Van 
Dieman’s Land. * 

Jan. 19, Asbist.-Co^.-Qcii. 11. L. Gordoilt h. p. 
IveUiid. • • 

• 

M^DICA DEPAHTMKN^. 

Fob. 1, Assist.-Surg Oa/ad^.h. p.8th Vet. Batt. 
Jan. 6, Surg'. Porker, M,D. B^Art., Halifax, N.S. 

• 

• Fch. Ist, at Lisbon, Lieut. J. Ii Heatlcy, R.E. 
At Paris, I.icttt -Gen. Sir Geo. Aircy, Col. of tie 

3^h rogt. A memoir of sci vices will be given in 
an early Number. 

At Liege, (’apt. Whichcote Turner, foimerly of 
the 3d Drug. Gds. * 

Feb. 19th, W. P. S. Metge, Esq., late I^at. 45th 
rent., aged 36. , ^ 

Feb. 23d, at BatJ*. agede37i Fred. Qnnnatyne, 
gtj youngest Bou oi^ho 


India Company scnuce. 

Fob. 25th, Lieut -Cod. Sterling, R.M. 

At Bainucle Lodge, co. KerrynMajor W. P. Cot- 
ter, late 8th regt. 

At sen, on board the Eamont, Lieut, James 
Wolmesley, R.N. « • 

Feb. 27th. at Dixuorth, Leicestershire, Capt, 
W. W. (’heslyn, h*p, 73d regt. ^ 

Fob 30th, ot Ry(\ Copt. Cha ^ngli s. R.N. 

At Leamington, Lieut. J. B.M:nni|lilRtb roLd. 

March ist, at Limeiick, Major T/Tlimmciticy, 
83d regl. 

At .j^nsey. Commander Mayson Wright, R N. 

March olh, at Bath, Incut. Col. .Tabea Mac 
Ken/ie, H.E.I.C.^rvicdf Bengal Establishment, 
aged 82 ^ 

At Ballincolilg, co. Cork, Capt. Scott, Banaek- 
Mastei and Ordnance Slorekeepci of that place. 

Maieh 8th, atBartoii-end, Gloucester, J. Young, 
Escj .Vice-Admiral of the White, aged 67, brother 
to tho latl Sir W Young, Viee-Admiral pi Eng- 
land. A* memoir of sen ice will bo giirn in an 
early Number. 

Lieut -Col. Disney, late of the 7th of Royal 
Fusiliers 

Maich 10th, at Woolwieli, suddenly, Major- 
Gen. Robert Evans, R A. 

Maich 15th, at Southsea, ('apt Chas. Eyre, 
unat , late of the 1st Royals, aged 40. • 

Muicli ICIh, at Farelmm, Rclircd Commander 
Silver, KN. 

March 16th, at Kins.ale, Captains T. O. Part* 
ridge and J. Pickering, botli ot the 5Gtli regt. 

March 20th, pciished in the Erin steam-packet 
on passage fiom London to Belfast to Join hla 
regiment, Ensign W. Godrey Jervis, 80th regt., in 
liis I8II1 year. 

March 13th, at Dou^s, Isle of Mam^urdo^ 
Robertson, Esq., Muster, UN., jgfENP Mr. IT. 
stood nearly at4ho head of the list of Masters of 
the Uoy.il Navy, a rank lie held fiom the time 
was about twenty years of age, and his acceptance 
of n hich he had cause hltteily to regret till tho 
day of his dea^i; as bv the rules of the service it 
precluded his lisingto any higher in it,— aregula- 
lion of doubtful utility, and certainly of peculiar 
haidship in the case ot so high-spiiiied a mind as 
that ot Mr. ilobertsou, who was so capable of 
being an uinameiii to the higher ranks of the 
serviee, ‘ ^ 

When the Fronrh Royalists at the commence- 
ment of the revolutionary war claimed the protec- 
tion of the Biitish arms- and prevailed on our 
fleet then in the Modl^rweii^ to take poasession, 
in the name of the the town and poit 

of Toulon, Mr R. was soi ihig as midshipman 
dW^is Majesty’s ship IffthnstTpl^j^nded by the 
Honourable C.apt^b Elphinslon^^a^rwarda 
Ijord KeitlO and w1^ as being the%ciniM^u>tain 
of the fleet,Vas appointed by the c6mmlvi|iMin. 
chief, (th^^te Lortk HoSH.) Governor the 
town, aud'^RL|Aunand the forces^^feuding it 
against the R^ublic.ins. Napoleon Bonaparte 
then sei'ved in ^le Republican army, in which, as 
Captain of arlifcry. he gave«a»« 4 >arue 8 t of his 
future splefldid wcl^vements. in l)i*ing chiefly 
instrumental by hii#extraordmary exertions in 


Feb. 23d, at Bal 

Rsq^ late of the 


instrumental by hi(#extraordmary exw^ons in 
compelling our foices sliuitly afterwarlbto eva- 
cuato th^im^ortapt naval tusenal, leaving tho 
urtfortuii!^ Royalists to all the horrors of their 
infuriated coiiiit^meu. Though Mr. R. was very 
young. Captain InpWnstone fcH^sueh an attach- 
nicut fbr him, that ho appointed his Aidrde- 
camp on shore on ^is occasion. Shortly after 
thc^evocimtion, L'^rore fiigatc, lately captured 
from the'cn^iy, t^ng sent to iMniionado some 
forts on tho coast, aii|^ being manned by volun- 
teers, Mr. R, conspicuously distinguished himself 
m One of them, by vvhiidi zeal and gallantry ho 
separated himself from As patron4/17apt. klphin- 
stone, whoip Ik’ was newr afterwards able to re- 
It was at iliis time that Cop^in lumao, 
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tlwn commamliujf I/Aurorc^ at a 1 <ms foi an 
oflioor to navigate tho.olilp, iuwp evil iiour j/ro- 
V ailed on Mr. liobertson to i^('P])t u Mn^ter’^ 
Wiirrant, whicA was shortU afterwiinia cuntiimed 
on Ilia y.ndergimTi' the necessary examinations, at 
an age younger than had ever ^‘eii known before 
or since. 

In 1800, in the West Iittlies, when eoinmandint; 
the boats of H. M. frigate hfeleagei, tlien eoin. 
inanded by th^lVesA'ili Vic®Admiinl Sir Oliarles 
Ogle, Robert soH^uceeeded in cut ting 

<^ut ft-onfftltB^ strong batleiies on the Spanish- 
main several enemy’s vessels vvliich had there 
sought protection. This gallant serv ice could not 
lie exm*cte<l to be arbieviHl vAithonl loss,*uud he 
was himself amongst Vt* wounded, Ikdog seveicly 
hit by u musket-ball on the i aihler,' wlncli was 
not extracted till nineteen weeks afLerwaida, in 
I'nglund. In 1807i Mr, Kolierlfion was Master of 
II. M. filgatc Blanche, when she captured ofl the 
Ferroc Islands, after a saugninaiv action, the 
French ftigate La (iuerrieie. The la|j* SiriThos. 
Lavie.Vho then commanded the Blanche, wasco 
much imprea^ed with Mr Roberfsorrs gallantry 
on this occasion, and attributing to tlic inasteily 
style in which he raaiHpuveie*! the ship in the 
action the great sltughtci’ tliat took place in La 
Uuerri^rc, and the romparatively sm.ul losi sus- 
tained in the Blanche,— that he (Sir Thomas) 


strongly recommended to the present Lord Grej, 
who Vlas then First Lord of the Admiralty, "Vo 
bestow a Lieutenant’s (’uiumissiuii on Mr* Ro- 
bertson. This, however, laird llowick declined 
<loinglr on the score of Mr. Robertson’s seivices 
being too valuable in tlie post lie then held. This' 
cold refusal of a reward that he felt he nieilted I 
preyed much on a mind so sensitive as that 
Mr. Robertson, and tended to disgust him aivitTi* 
the service, not a little ineicaaed by his ‘removal 
sulnequeiitly from n siti^ition ho held in the 
Oiwliuury, when a change took place in that ser- 
vice, by appointing LiiAiteiiants in tlic place of 
Ma#‘'^-(-acase ofpecidiar haidship to tip} last- 
mcntionei dewrv iug class of odicers, nar they 
leeeived nc ither eipiivaleiit appoinlmont 
, Mr R. WHS fo. many yeais in a declining state 
of henlth ; and by a post mortem ex.iininatioii, (he 
modiial men gave it as their decided nplnioii, 
th.it Ills long Illness and subseipient death, weio 
occasioned by his wound and the elTi’cN of the 
exo«ueiating opera tioii he iinderwtmt in the ex- 
traction of the balli Two of Mr, Rolwtson’s sous 
are in the nai al ^^rviee ; the eldest w.is sixteen 
months sinci ’ moled to tlie lank ot Lieiiicnauf, 
and the otlier u eligible for the same rank, having 
some years since passed with eclat the necessary 
exaniinatiuus. t- 






